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Preface  to  the  Firft  Edition. 


Cy^HE  following  Papers  are  the  lafi  of  thisy 
'i  or  indeed  of  any  kind^  about  which  the  au- 
thor  ever  gave  me  his  particular  cojnrnands. 
They  were  correBed  by  himfdf  and  fairly  traii^ 
fcribed  in  his  life-time.  1  have  in  all  things  foU 
lowed  his  directions  as  JlriSlly  as  I  could-,  but  ac- 
cidents unforefeen  having  Jince  intervened^  I  haze 
thought  convenient  to  lefjen  the  bulk  of  this  volume  : 
to  which  end  I  have  omitted  federal  letters  adaref-- 
fed  to  perfons  with  whom  this  author  CQrrejycndcd 
without  any  particular  coi?fide?:ce  farther,  than 
.  tt/©»  account  of  their  pojlsy  becaufe  great  num^ 
ben  offuch  letters,  procured  liiut  of  the  office^  or  by 
other  m&ans  (ho^v  juftifiable  1  jhill  not  examine) 
have  been  uilready  printed  \  but  running  wholly  upon 
long  dry  fubjeSls  of  bufnefs,  have  met  no  other  re^ 
putation  than  merely  what  the  reputaticn  of  the 
author  would  give  them.  If  1  could  h:ive  fi^efeen 
an  end  of  this  trade,  IJJoould,  upoufome  C'jnf4cra^ 
tions,  have  longer  forborn  feuding  thefe  into  the 
world.  But  I  daily  hear,  that  new  dfcoveries  of 
original  letters  are  hajting  to  the  prejs  3  tojiop  the 
current  of  which,  I  am  forced  to  an  earlier  pub-- 
lication  than  I  de/igned:  and  therefore  1  take  this 
occafon  to  inform  the  reader,  That  thfe  letters,  end^ 
ing  with  the  authors  revocation  from  his  employ^ 
Vol.  IV.  B  ments 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


ii  PREFACE. 

ments  abroad  (whfcb  in  lejs  than  two  years  was 
folh%oed  h  his  retirement  from  all  public  bufinefs), 
are  the  ia/l  he  ever  intended  jor  the  prefs ;  having 
been  Jele Bed  by  himfelf  from  great  numbers  yet  lying 
among  his  papers. 

If  1  could  have  been  prevailed  wjth  by  the  rhetorick 
of  book  fellers,   or  any  other  little  regards^  I  might 
eafilyy  injiead  ^retrenching,  have  made  very  con^  , 
fderable  additions;  and  by  that  means  have  perhaps 
taken  the  furefi  courfe  to  prevent  the  interloping  of 
others.     But  if  the  prefs  mujl  needs  be  loaded^  I 
had  rather  it  Jloould  not  be  by  my  means.     And  there- 
fore  1  may  hope  to  be  allowed  one  word  in  the  fiyle 
of[  a  publiflier  (an  office  liable  to  much  cenfure^  with^ 
out  the  leafl  pretenfion  to  merit  or  to  prail'e)  that^  if 
J  have  not  b^en  much  deceived  by  others  and  myfelf\ 
'  the  reader  will  hardly  find  one  letter  in  this  collec- 
tion unworthy  of  the  author,    or  which  does  not 
contain  fometbing  either  of  entertainment  or  of 
ufe. 
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LETTERS 


T  O    T  H  E 


King,  the  Prince  o^  Orange^  Sec. 

To  the  Buke  ef  Fhrence.        Au  Due  de  Florence. 
Sheen,  Nov. ,672.  ^,  ^^een,  Novemb.^1672: 


SIR, 

AS  I  ought  at  all  times, 
and    in  every  manner 
poffible,   to  fhew  the 
ienfe   I  have   of    the 
honour  done  me  by  your  moft 
ferene  Highnefs,    in  the  re- 
peated inflances  of  your  good- 
cefs  to  me,  and  the  many  ex- 
preffionsof  your  kind  remem- 
brance of  me ;   and  as  it  ia 
not  long  fmce  my  lord  Staf- 
ford (hewed  me  a  letter  of  your 
Highnefs'8  writing,  in  as  pro- 
per Englifli  as  if  your  High- 
nefs had  been  more  years  than 
you  were  weeks  in  England,  I 
refolved  to  fend  to  your  High- 
nefs the  inclofed  papers,  which 
are  part  of  the  fruits  of  that 
leifure  and  retirement,  which 
I  have  lately  enjoyed  in  the 
country.     They  contain   the 
three  laft  chapters  of  the  re- 
marks I  have  made  upon  the 
prefent  ftate  of  Holland  ;  the 
firft  thoughts  of  which  under- 
faidng  I  was  infpircd  with  by 

the 


Monfieur^ 
y^yOmmeje  dois  toujours^ 
V^   iS    en    toutes    ma" 
nieresy   reconnoitre  /* 
bonneur  que   Votre   Altejfe 
Sme.    m^a  fait  par  tant  de 
temoignages  de  Ja  bonte  £5? 
defonfouvenir\  tf  qu^U  n'y 
a  pas  longtems  que  Milord 
Stafford  m^ a  montre  une  let* 
tre  de  V.  A.  ecrite  aufft  bien 
en   Anglcis  comme  fi   Elle 
eut  fejourne  plus  d^annees 
en  Angleterre,  qu'Elle  n'en 
a  fait  defemaines ;  fay  re- 
folu  d" envoy er  a  V.  A.  ces 
papier s'  envelopes^     comme 
une  partie  des  fruits  que  fay 
cueillis  dans  Voifivete  de  nos 
champs.     Ce  font  les  trois 
dernier s  cbapitresdes  remar- 
ques  que  fay  traces  fur  /V- 
tat  de  la  Hollander  dont  la 
penfee  m^a  etc  premierement 
•    B  2  •  infpirie 
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Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple 


the  example  of  your  Highnefs; 
having  with  adniiration  obfer- 
ved  the  great  application  you 
ufcd,  and  the  judicious  curio- 
fity  yoU  fliewed  on  this  fubjetjl 
during  the  courfe  of  thofc  voy- 
ages and  journeys  you  made 
witli  a  moft  generous  purpofe, 
thereby  to  advance  and  pro- 
mote real  knowledge,  and  not 
to  make  a  flicw  of  your  own 
magnificence  and  ftate.  I 
make  no  doubt  but  your 
Highnefs  has  it  in  your  inten- 
tions to  make  the  fpeculatioos 
of  Grangers  abroad  part  of 
your  own  diverfion  at  home, 
and  to  turn  them  to  the  profit 
of  your  own  country;  fince 
great  part  of  Tufcany  is  fo  ad- 
Vdniageoufly  fituated  for  the 
carrying  on  conimerce  in  the 
ampleft  manner.  Nor  did  I 
think  it  would  be  difagreeable 
to  lay  before  you,  in  a  clearer 
view,  thofe  occafions  jnd  con- 
junftuies  which  confpired  to- 
gether to  ruin  and  overthrow, 
as  it  were,  at  one  ftroke,  that 
republic  which  your  Highnefs 
fo  lately  faw  in  fo  great  and 
flourilhing  a  condition,  and 
under  the  condufl  of  fo  wife  a 
miniftry.  It  was  on  this  ac- 
count that  I  have  chofen  to 
fend  your  li'frhnefs  thefe chap- 
ters concerning  their  com- 
merce, t'r.c'irlticr.nrih.  and  the 
caufes  of  their  late  misfortune; 
and  if  I  continue  my  intention 
of  publUhing  the  treatife  entire, 
I  Ihall  nor  tail  to  prcfent  to 
your  Highnefs  the  firft  copy 
that  comes  from  the  preff ; 
beln  ^ 


infpireeparrexemple  deV.A. 
ayant  admire  rapplication 
6f  curiojite  judrcieufe  qu^elle 
a  employe  fur  ce  fujet^  du- 
rant  lecours  des  voyages  j«' 
Elley  afaitesfur  un  de£einfi 
genereux  que,  Vaccroiffement 
de  ces  belles  connoijjfancesy  fcf. 
non  pas  Vojientation  de  fa 
grandeur.  Je  ffaypasdoute 
que  V.  A.  if  ait  eu  V intention^ 
d'  exercer  cbez  elk  les  fpe- 
cidations  faites  chez  les  e- 
trangersj  con/tderant  Vaffi- 
ette  d'unepariie  dela  Tofca- 
ne  ft  proprepour  Vetabliffe- 
mentdu  plus  grand  commerce: 
Et  fay  cru  que  vous  feriez 
content  de  confiderer  a  plus 
pres  les  occafions  £f?  con^ 
jonSiures  qui  ont  confpire  i 
accablevy  quafi  d'un  coup^ 
cette  republique,  que  V.  A. 
a  vue  depuis  peufi  grande  &? 
'  ft  fleunjfante,  &  animeepar 
un  ft  fage  minijiere.  Cefl 
pourquoyfay  cboift  a  luy  en- 
voyer  ces  chapitres  touchant 
leur  commerce^  leurs  for  ces  y 
&  les  caufes  de  leur  dernier 
malheur :  £s?  ft  je  me  re* 
foudray  un  jour  a  mettre  en 
lumiere  le  difcours  entier^  je 
ne  manqueray  pas  aprefenter 
a  V.A.  le  premier  qui  enfor- 
tiraj  comme  a  luy  donner 
tcutes  les  marques  poffibles 
de  la  devotion^  que  fay  tou- 
jours 
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to  the  Kingy  the  Prince  of  Orangey  dc.       5 


being  ever  ready  to  give  all 
poflible  marks  of  that  devotion 
which  I  always  pay  to  your 
perfoQ  and  high  endowments, 
and  to  omit  no  proof  of  that 
zea!»  which  I  (hall  ever  have 
for  your  fervice.     Your  High- 
ncfs  will  refleft,  that  the  fruits 
of  our  poor  climate  can  never 
come  near  thofe  of  Italy,  and 
arc  therefore  only  to  be  re- 
ceived for  thfeir  novelty,  as  our 
apples  are  ferved  up  among 
the  figs  and  raifms  of  Florence : 
and  your  Highncfs  will  pardon 
the  liberty  I  take  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  to  cultivate  and  enlarge 
that  part  which  your  High- 
nefs  has  the  goodnefs  to  give 
mc    in    your    remembrance, 
and  to  renew  thofe  profeffions, 
which  I  have  fo  often  made, 
of  that  moft  real  pafSon  with 
which  I  am,    your  moft  fe- 
rene  Highnefs's  moft  humble 
and  moft  obedient  fervant. 


jours  eu  pour  fa  perfonney  &f 
fes  grandes  qualitisy  comme 
du  zele  que  je  porteray  tou- 
jour s  a  fon  fervice^  V.  A. 
fera  reflexioHy  qui  les  fruits 
de  ce  mecbant  climat  rCap- 
prochent  pas  ceux  d' It  alley  fc? 
ne  les  doit  confiderer  que  par 
lanouveautiy  comme  quelqu^^ 
une  de  nos  pommes  parmi  les 
figues  &?  rat/ins  de  la  Flo^ 
rence,  Et  V,  A.  pardormtra 
la  liberte  que  je  prens  fur 
cette  occafton  de  cultiver  la 
part  qu^Elle  m^a  dome  en  fon 
fcuveniry  6f  de  renouveller 
les  profeffions  que  fay  faitesji 
fouvent  £une  pofjion  verita^ 
ble  avec  laquelle  je  fuiSy  de 
V.  A.  Stne.  le  tres  humble 
6f  tres  obeijfant  ferviteur. 


To  the  Duke  of  Florence.       Au  Due  de  Florence. 


Dublin,  May  20,  N.  S.  1673. 

S  I  R, 
'T»HE  letter  of  the  15th  of 
^  February,  which  « your 
moft  ferene  Highnefs  did  me 
the  honour  to  write,  found  me 
in  Ireland,  whither  the  necef- 
fary  care  of  my  family  afFairs 
had  carried  me,  and  obliged 
me  to  continue  for  three 
months.  The  matters  to  be 
fettled  before  I  made  this  voy- 
age took  up  fo  much  time, 
Ibat  1  bave  but  juft  compafTed 

it; 


Dublin^  May  20,  S,  N,  1673^ 
Monfieur^ 

jrjHonneur  que  V.  A.  Sme. 

m*a  fait  par  fa  lettre ' 

du  i^me.  de  Fevriery  nta 

trouve  en  Trlandcy  ou  quel- 

ques  affair esdomejiiquesm^ont 

attire  pour  trois  mois  de  fe^ 

jour.  Les  detours  neceffaires 

d    ce   voyage    Pont   telle- 

ment  retardiy  que  fen  fuis 

depuis  peu  feulement  en  pof^- 

B  3  Jeffxon^ 
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it ;  and  this  has  brought  up- 
on me  a  neceffiry  of  return- 
ing my  mod  humble  thanks 
much  later. than  I  could  wifh; 
but  yet  with  all  due  efteem 
and   devotion.     Your  High- 
nefs  does  me  the  juftice  to 
regard  me  as  one  intirely  be- 
longing to  you,  and  in  this 
view  it  is,  that  your  Highnefs's 
judgment  concerning  my  pa- 
pers has  (hewn  itfclf  altoge- 
ther partial  to  them:  howe- 
ver,   I  will  not  prcfume   to 
gainfay  it,  and  thereby  your 
Highnefs  will  have  a  frefli  af- 
furance,   that,  like  your  will 
and  pleafure,  your  judgment 
is    with     me     inconteftable. 
When  your  Highnefs  fignifies, 
that  the  reading  my  writings 
gave  you  any  the  leaft  faftif- 
faftion,  it  gives  me  the  great- 
eft  opinion  of  my  own  glory  ; 
and  while  1  poffefs  the  letter 
you  have  honoured  me  with 
on  this  occafion,  I  have  the 
greateft  fenfe  of  my  own  riches. 
Methinks,  I  have  juft  made  a 
voyage  to  the  Indies,  and  have 
purchafed  gold  and  precious 
ilones  for  toys  and  trifles.    E- 
ven  in  the  dark  and  dull  cli- 
mate I  am  now  in,   I  have 
light  enough  to  difcover  moft 
clearly,  that  every  line  of  your 
Highnefs    has    a   far  greater 
luftre,  ^that  the  moft  excel- 
lent compofitions  that  fuch  a 
country  as  ours  can  produce ; 
and  appears  like  a  touch  from 
the  hand  of  Raphael,  infinite- 
ly fupcrior  to  the  confufed  de- 
figns 


fejfwn^  fc?  me  trouve  par  la 
dans  la  necejfite  de  rendre  d 
V.  y/.  mes  tres  humbles  re^ 
connoijfances  plus  tard  que 
je  n^aurois  fouhaitiy  encore 
qiCavec  toute  Veftime  &?  de^ 
votion  que  je  dots.     Je  voy 
hien  que  V.  A.  me  fait  la 
juftice  de  me  regarder  com^ 
me  une  chofe  qui  lui  appar^ 
tient  entierement^  ^  que  par 
Id  Elk  s*eft  rendue  tout  i 
fait  partiale  au  jugement 
qiiElle  a  fait  de  mespapiers. 
Mais  je  ne  veux  pas  me  de- 
fendre,  ^  de  Id  V.  A.  fe 
pourra  bien  ajfurer  que  fon 
jugement  fera  toujours  pour 
moy  inconteftable^  aujft  bien 
que  fa  volonie.     Je  me  fens 
trop  glorieux  de  ce  que  V.  A. 
temoigne    avoir   trowve   la 
moindre  fatisfa£iion  en  cette 
leSlure^  &f  trop  ricbe  par  la 
lettre  dont  elle  nfa  honori 
fur  cette   occafion.     II  me 
femble  avoir  fait  un  voyage 
des  hdeSy  fcf  recueilli  de  Vor 
fcf  des  pierreries  en  retour 
de  la  plus  cbetive  marchan- 
dife  \  ^fay  affez  de  lumiere 
en  ce  climat  le  plus  obfcur^ 
pour   m^appercevoir  claire* 
ment  que  claque  ligrie  de  V. 
A.  ait  bien  autre  eclat  que 
les  plus  belles  compojitions 
qu*un  pais  comme  le  nStre 
pourra 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  King^  the  Prince  of  Orangey  &c.       7 

pourra  jamais  prbduire^  6f 
fardit  comme  tin  rayon  de  la 
main  de  Raphaeh  au  regard 
des  pieces  brottillces  de  nos 
peintres '  Jnglois.  J'av'ois 
pour t ant  r intention  d' envoy  - 
er  d  V.  A.  la  piece  entiere^ 
dont  elle  a  veu  feulement  les 
pieds  avec  tant  d^  indulgence  j 
mais  la  precipitation  ctun  li- 
braire  Vayant  fait  fcrtir  a 
Londres  en  mon  abfence^fay 
trouve  qu'il  y  avoit  tant  de 
fautes  de  rimprejfton^  que 
favois  honte  de  VavoUcr 
pour  mieny  6?  me  contentois 
par  Id  de  n" avoir  pas  mande 
a  V.  A.  le  premier^  felon 
mon  devoir  auffi  bieh  que  ma 
promeffe,  Mais  par  le  bon- 
beur  du  dit  libraire^  t? 
rbumeur  du  terns  curieux  h 
prefent  fur  le  fujet  de  la 
Hollander  il  s'eji  trouve  au 
bout  de  la  premiere  imprefji- 
on  dansjipeu  de  terns y  quHl 
va  deja  achever  une  feconde^ 
h  la  corre£lion  de  laquelle 
fay  donne  la  main^  (s  en-- 
core  que  je  me  trouve  fun 
mon  retourpourTAngleterre^ 
je  r!ay  pas  voulu  manquer 
h  luy  envoyer  un  ordre  ex- 
pres  par  ce  courier  de  mettre 
en  main  de  Monjieur  Tivi* 
ejft  les  deux  premiers  exem- 
plair£s  pour  itre  envoyis  i 

B  4  ^.  a: 


(igDs  of  our  Englifli  painters. 
I  did  intend  to  fend  your  High- 
nefs  the  book  entire,  of  which 
you  have  feen  a  fmall  part 
with  fo  much  indulgence ;  but 
the  bookfeller  at  London  being 
in  fuch  hafie,  as  to  publifli  it 
in  my  abfence,  I  found  To  ma- 
ny faults  in  the  print,  that  I 
^vas  afhamed  even  to  own  it 
for  mine,  and  therefore  o- 
mitted  fending  to  your  High- 
nefs  the  fir  ft  copy,  which  I 
Hood  obliged  to  do  both  by 
promife  and  duty.  But  by  the 
good  luck  of  the  bookfeller, 
and  through  the  humour  of 
the  prefent  times,  which  at 
prefent  are  mighty  inquifitive 
after  any  thing  that  relates  to 
Holland,  the  firft  impreffion 
has  had  fo  quick  a  fale,  that 
a  fecond  is  now  printing,  and 
almoft  fintfhed.  I  have  my- 
felf  taken  care  of  the  correft- 
ing  of  this  edition  ;  and,  tho' 
I  am  upon  my  return  to  Eng- 
land, yet  I  have  lent  to  my 
bookfeller  an  exprcfs  order  by 
this  port  to  deliver  into  Mon- 
ficur  Tivicffi's  hands  the  two 
firft  copies  to  be  fent  to  your 
mofl  fercne  Highnefs.  Had 
I  a  capacity  to  do  it,  I  would 
have  tranflated  it  intg  Italian, 
and  have  begged  leave  to  de- 
dicate it  to  your  Highnefs  ; 
the  honour  of  fo  great  a  name 
being  the  only  means  to  pro- 
teft  fo  mean  and  weak  a  dif- 
courfe.  But  as  it  was  owing 
to  the  favour  only  which  your 
Highnefs  has  the  goodnefs  to 
ihcw 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


8 


Letters  of  Sir  William  temple 


fliew  to  the  Englifh  tongue, 
that  I  prefuir.t\l  to  fend  you 
the  pattern  at  iiift  of  this  dif- 
courfe;  I  fend  }ou  the  reft  of 
it  likewife,  in  the  mean  and 
ordinary  drefsof  its  own  coun- 
try, rather  than  adorned  with 
the  rich  habit  of  a  foreign 
one,  which  would  ill  become 
the  fioiplicity  of  its  birth,  as 
wcii  as  the  meannefs  of  its 
condition.  .  What  remains 
but  to  intreat  your  Highnefs 
to  receive  it  as  the  proper  ef- 
feft  of  your  own  commands, 
as  well  as  a  teftimony  of  that 
particular  zeal  and  paffion, 
with  which  I  am,  and  fhall 
be  all  my.  life,  your  moft 
ferene  Highnefs's  moft  hum- 
ble, ^c. 


F.  A,  Sme.  Si  fen  itois  ea-^ 
pable  je  raurois  traduit.en 
Italien^  £s?  fupplie  V.  A. 
(Tbonorer  la  dedication  par 
un  Ji  grand  nom,  comme  le 
feul  moyen  de  proteger  un  Ji 
foible  fujet.  Mais  comme 
la  fenle  faveur  que  V.  'A.  te*  ' 
moigne  pour  la  langue  An- 
glotfe^  m^a  donne  labardiejfe 
a  liry  envoy er  le  premier  e- 
cbantillon^je fats  par tir  auffi 
le  refleplutat  dans  le  pauvre 
habit  de  fon  pais  que  pare 
d^un  plus  riche  des  pais  e- 
tr angers  \  ce  que  feroit  mal 
ajforti  a  la  ftmplicite  de  fa 
naiffance^  auffi  bien  que  de 
fa  condition.  Au  refle^  V. 
A.  recevra  s^illuy  plait  com- 
me reffet  de  fon  propre  com- 
mandement,  auffi  bien  que 
comme  un  temoignage  de 
la  devotion  toute  parti- 
culiere  ^  pajftonnee  avec 
laquelle  je  feray  toute  ma 
viCy  de  V.  A.  Sme.  le  tris 
bumble,  &c. 


To  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

SIR,  Sheen,  February — 16^3-4. 

^Hough  the  honour  I  expedted  of  attending  your 
^  Highnefs,  upon  fo  great  and  happy  a  conjunc- 
ture, has  not  fallen  me ;  and  his  Majcfty's  late  refo- 
lutions,  for  my  fudden  journey  into  Holland,  have 
been  diverted  by  occafions  that  made  way  for  a 

more 
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more  fpeedy  conclufion  of  the  peace  ;  yet  I  could  not 
be  fatisfied,  without  making  ufe  of  Sir  Gabriel  Syl- 
vius's  favour  to  me,  in  charging  himfelf  with  this 
trouble;  by  which  I  might  at  the  fame  tinie  give 
your  Highnefs  the  particular  account  of  all  that  has 
pafled  in  this  late  tranfaAion  here,  and  withal  re- 
joice with  you  upon  the  happy  fucceffes  that  have 
attended  your  affairs  on  the  other  fide ;  in  which  I 
will  aflure  your  Highnefs,  both  his  IVIajefty  and  ail 
his  good  fubjefts  have  taken  fuch  a  (hare,  as  has 
very  much  contributed  to  the  eafy  and  fudden  dif- 
patch  of  this  great  affair ;  wherein  both  your  High- 
nefs and  the  States,  and  indeed  the  happinefs  and 
fafcty  of  both  nations,  are  fo  nearly  concerned.  For 
my  own  part,  I  will  only  fay,  that  as  no  man  gave 
fo  public  and  fo  avowed  teftimonies  of  the  devotion 
and  honour  I  have  always  had  at  heart  for  your 
Highnefs's  perfon  and  fervice,  and  of  the  efteem 
that,  I  knew,  was  from  all  men  due  to  you  in  the 
greatcft  decline  of  your  fortune  -,  fo,  at  this  time, 
when  your  Highnefs  will  receive  the  general  com- 
pliments and  applaufes  of  all  men,  there  is  none  a- 
mong  them,  that  can  take  a  more  particular  part  in 
your  Highnefs's  good  fortunes,  nor  make  more  paC- 
fionate  wiflies  for  their  continuance  and  increafe. 
But  I  know  your  Highnefs  does  me  fo  much  juf- 
tice,  as  to  believe  all  that  can  be  faid  from  me  of 
this  kind  unneceffary :  therefore  I  Ihall  proceed 
to  tell  your  Highnefs,  that  upon  receipt  of  the 
States  laft  letter,  with  defire  of  paffports  for  their 
ambafladors,  and  offers  of  a  ceffation  of  arms,  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed,  upon  the  3d  current,  being 
Tuefday  morning,  to  declare  at  the  committee  of 
foreign  affairs,  that  having  thought  of  it  in  the  night, 
he  was  refolved,  for  preventing  all  delays  that  at- 
tend the  coming  of  ambaffadors  hither,  to  fend  over 
into  Holland;    and  that  he  would  fend   me  with 
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the  projeft  of  a  treaty^  and  full  powers  to  con- 
clude immediately,  if  the  States  were  in  the  mind 
they  expreffed  of  doing  him  juftice.  This  was  re- 
ceived with  fo  great  a  concurrence,  that  I  was  im- 
mediately fent  for,  acquainted  with  his  Majefty's 
intentions,  and  commanded  to  be  ready  to  begin 
my  journey  the  next  day,  and  to  attend  upon  the 
two  fecretaries  of  ftate  that  afternoon,  at  the  draw- 
ing both  the  project,  and  my  inftruftions.  I  told 
the  King,  I  would  obey  him ;  but  that  I  might  the 
better  do  it,  I  begged  of  him,  that  I  might  go 
without  any  charader  of  ambaflador ;  which  would 
delay  me  with  the  preparations  of  equipage  here,  and 
embarrafs  me  with  ceremonies  there,  unneceffary  for 
fo  fudden  a  difpatch.  His  Majefty  thought  it  rea- 
Ibnable,  and  fo  gave  order  I  fhould  go  without  any 
other  charadter,  than  of  plenipotentiary ;  but  gave 
me  the  appointment  of  all  kinds  of  an  ambaffa- 
dor,  which^  he  told  me,  I  mufi:  take  upon  me  when 
the  peace  was  concluded. 

The  projedt  and  inftruftions  could  not  be  finifti- 
cd  till  Wednefday  at  evening,  nor  the  commif- 
fion  fcaled  till  Thurfday  at  noon,  which  was  de- 
figned  for  my  fetting  out  \  and  in  order  to  it,  I 
had  kiflfed  the  King's  and  Duke's  hands  late  on 
Wednefday  night,  and  received  their  letters  to  your 
Highnefs,  and  fent  away  my  fervants  towards 
Harwich  on  Thurfday  morning.  But  about  ten 
o'clock  the  fame  day  arrived  the  pacqutt,  by  a 
trumpeter  from  Holland,  which  brought  full  pow- 
ers to  the  Spanilh  ambaflador  to  treat  and  con- 
clude the  peace :  upon  the  knowledge  whereof,  I 
went  immediately  to  the  King,  and  told  him,  how 
inconvenient  it  would  be  to  expofe  the  treaty  to  the 
accidents  of  a  journey,  of  feas,  and  of  weather,  when 
it  might  be  finiflied  here,  perhaps  before  I  could  be  at 
Harwich;  bcfides,  that  it  would  be  more  honoyr  for 
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his  Majcfty  to  treat  it  here  than  at  the  Hague,  which 
was  an  expedient  only  fordifpatch,  and  therefore  beg- 
ged of  his  Majefty,  that  no  cohfideration  of  me  might 
divert  him  from  falling  into  the  bufinefs  here,  at  lead 
till  he  faw  it  could  not  be  effefted.  The  King  was 
pleafed  with  what  I  faid,  fent  me  immediately  to  the 
Spanifii  ambalTador  to  bring  an  account  of  his  powers^ 
and  has  done  me  the  honour  to  make  me  treat  the 
whole  thing  with  his  excellency  in  all  its  points,  fo 
as  to  leave  occafion  only  for  the  commiflioners  to  meet 
once  on  Saturday,  to  agree  upon  drawing  up  the  trea- 
ty ;  and  yefterday  again  at  four  o'clock  for  figning  it. 
But  after  all  this  was  agreed,  and  before  that  hour 
was  come,  I  was  forced  by  an  accident  in  town  to  come' 
down  into  the  country  for  two  or  three  days,  and  fo 
have  the  njortification  of  not  feeing  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius 
before  his  going  away  with  the  ratifications,  which  I 
fcft  the  King  refolved  he  fhould  do  this  night. 

It  is  not  fit  to  entertain  your  Highnefs  farther  from 
the  country  ;  but  I  hope,  upon  my  return  to  town, 
to  have  his  Majefty's  leave  to  fend  your  Highnefs,  by 
next  poft,  the  letters  he  was  pleafed  to  encharge  me 
with ;  as  likewife  that  from  the  Duke,  with  very  par- 
ticular expreflions  from  them  both,  which,  I  fuppofe, 
you  will  not  be  willing  to  lofe,  though  you  may  re- 
ceive of  a  later  date.  In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  your 
Highnefs  to  believe,  that  upon  all  occafions  I  fhall  be 
infinitely  proud  and  pleafed  to  give  you  the  beil  tefl:i-> 
monies  of  the  fincereft  and  devotcft  paffion,  where- 
with 1  have  been  fo  long,  and  fliall  ever  be,  Sir,,  your 
Highncfs's,  &c. 
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To  the  Duke  of  Florence.         Au  Due  de  Florence. 


London,  February  1 1, 1 673-4. 

SIR, 
TS  U  R  I  N  G  my.  retirement 
-*^  into  the  country  it  was  not 
poffible  for  me  to  find  any  pre- 
tence for  a  letter;  fo  that  I 
have  not  for  fome  time  been 
able  to  make  ufe  of  that  li- 
berty which  your  moft  ferene 
Highnefs  has  had  the  goodnefs 
to  allow  me  of  writing  ;  but 
lince  my  return  to  town,  ha- 
ving within  thefe  few  days  met 
with  an  affiiir  of  great  impor- 
tance, the  particulars  of  which 
I  thought  your  Highnefs  would 
be  pleafcd  to  know  ;  I  would 
not  lofe  any  one  of  thofe  few 
opportunities  that  I  have,  of 
giving  proof  of  the  paffion 
,  which  I  have  had  fo  long,  to 
difcharge  faithfully  that  duty 
that  I  lie  under,  to  do  every 
thing  that  may  be  any  ways 
for  your  Highnefs's  fervice  or 
entertainment. 

On  Monday  the  2d  of  this  in- 
ftant,  the  King  received  cer- 
tain news  of  the  refolution 
taken  by  the  States  General 
to  make  the  office  and  dig- 
nity of  the  Prince  of  Orange 
hereditary ;  and  with  this  ac- 
count, a  letter  from  the  States, 
defiring  paflports  for  their  am- 
bailadors,  and  an  offer  to  a- 
gree  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms. 
About  the  fame  time,  the  two 
houfes 


Londres^  Fevr.  ii, 
Monjieur^  1673-4. 

^^Ayant  rien  trouvS 
dans  la  folitude  des 
champs  pour  me  fournir  de 
pretexted  je  n*ay  pas  auffi 
depuis  peu  pris  la  liber te  que 
V.  A.  Sine,  tifa  autrefois 
donnee  de  Ventretenir^  mais 
ay  ant  ces  jours  paffes  ren^ 
centre  en  vtlle  une  grande 
conjonSwre^  6?  dont  fay  crd 
que  V.  A.  feroit  contente  de 
f avoir  U  detail^  je  tCay  pas 
voulu  perdre  une  occafton 
quife  prefentejipeufouvent^ 
pour  f aire  valoir  a  V.  A.  la 
paffion  que  fay  eu  ft  long 
terns  a  me  bien  acquitter  de 
toutes  fortes  de  devoirs  qui 
luy  pourroient  etre  ou  defer^ 
vice  ou  d'entretien. 

Lundi  2de.  de  ce  mois^  le 
Roy  receut  d^HoUande  les 
nouvelles  affurees  de  la  re- 
folution prife  par  les  Etats^ 
de  rendre  hereditaire  la 
charge  &?  dignite  du  Prince 
d'Orange^  Q  une  lettre  de 
la  part  des  Etats  avec  la  de- 
manded des  paffeports  pour 
leurs  ambaffadeurs,  6f  Foffre 
d^une  fufpenfton  d^armes. 
Environ  k  mime  tems^  les 
deux 
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honfes  of  Parliament  had  for- 
mally given  the  King  their  ad- 
vice to  make  peace  as  foon  as 
poffible,  and  to  enter  upon  a* 
treaty  upon  the  foot  of  thofe 
propofitions  offered  by  the 
ambaflador  of  Spain,  which 
his  Majefty  had  communica-. 
ted  to  them,  when  he  afked 
their  advice.  On  Tuefday  the. 
3d  in  the  morning,  the  King 
declared  in  council,  that  ha- 
ving the  night  before  confider- 
ed  of  the  importance  of  the 
prefent  conjunfture,  he  had 
refolved  to  avoid  all  delays  by 
fending  an  ambaflador  to  Hol- 
land, and  that  he  had  pitched 
upon  myfeif  for  that  purpofe. 
This  refolution  of  the  King's 
meeting  with  the  approbation 
of  the  whole  council,  I  had 
notice  of  it,  and  direftions 
given  me  to  promote  the  pro- 
jeft,  and  zSt  in  purfuance  of 
his  Majefty's  defigo,  which 
was  to  conclude  the  peace, 
and  fign  it  at  the  Hague. 
Thurfday  the  5th,  about  noon, 
was  the  time  appointed  for 
my  departure.  I  waited  for 
my  difpatches,    but  fent  my 


deux  maifons  du  Parkment 
avoient  donni  au  Roy  leurs 
avis  formels  de  faire  la  paix 
au  flutot^  i£  d'enirer  en 
traite  fur  Us  fropo/uions 
offertes  par  Vamba£adeur 
d'Efpagne,  lefquellesfa  Ma- 
jejie  Uur  avoit  mife  en  main 
quand  il  demanda  leur  avis. 
Mardi  ^me.  au  matin^  le 
Roy  declara  au  confeil  fecrety 
qu'ayantfongelanuit  a  V im- 
portance de  cette  conjon^lure^ 
il  avoit  refolupour  eviter  les 
retardemens,  d^ewooyer  en 
Hollande  j  &?  me  nomma 
pour  cette  ambajfade.  La 
chofe  ay  ant  rencontre  la  con- 
currence entiere  de  tous  ceux 
du  confeily  on  me  manda 
aujfitotr  6?  me  donna  part 
de  la  refolution,  (<f  ordre 
d'afjijier  a  la  digejtion  du 
Pfoj^fy  fur  laquelle  fa  Ma- 
jejte  feroit  contente  que  la 
paix  fe  Jit,  ISfefigndt  I  la 
Haye.  Jeudy  gme.  a  midy 
eloit  le  terns  pris  pour  mon 


attendants  before,  refolving  to  '  departement\  &?  en  attend- 
follow  them  poll  to  Harwich    ant  mes  depeches f  avoisfait 


(there  being  no  going  down 
the  river,  bccaufe  the  wind 
was  contrary).  I  had  recei- 
ved the  money  for  my  equi- 
page, and  his  Majefty's  letters, 
and  had  kifled  the  King's  and 
^  the 


partir  mes  gens  pour  les 
fuivre  en^  pop  a  Harwich 
{le  vent  it  ant  contraire  a  la 
fortie  de  la  riviere).  J'a- 
vois  receu  V argent  de  mon 
equipage^  fcf  les  lettres  de 
fa  Majefie,  fcf  baife  la  main 
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the  Duke*s  hand,  when  about 
ten  of  the  clock. in  the  morn- 
ing on  the  fame  Thurfday  a 
jtrumpeter  arrived  from  Hol- 
land, bringing  full  and  entire 
powers  to  the  ambafTador  of 
Spain  to  treat  here  of  a  peace 
and  bring  it  to  a  conclufion  if 
it  could  be  done.     I  immedi- 
ately waited  upon  his  Majefty 
with  this  news,  and  begged 
of  him  to  lay  afide  all  regard 
to  me,  and  not  expofe  a  trea- 
ty of  fuch  importance  to  the 
accidents  of  time  and  voyages, 
when  it  might  perhaps  be  fi- 
ni/hcd  here,  before  I  fliould 
get  even  to    Harwich,    and 
when  the  doing- it  here  at  Lon- 
don would  be  more  for  his 
Majefty's  honour,  than  at  the 
Hague.    His  Majefty  received 
me  very  gracioufly,  and  was 
pleafed  to  fend  me  forthwith 
to  the  ambafTador  of  Spain, 
to  fee  his  powers,  and  difco- 
Tcer,  as  far  as  I  could,  his  in- 
flrudiions,  to  form  a  judgment, 
whether   the  peace  could  be 
now  concluded.     I  have  laid 
before  hij  Majefty  my  opinion 
concerning  the  validity  of  his 
powers,   and  the  likelihood  I 
found  there  was  of  bringing 
this  affair  to  a  conclufion  here. 
Hereupon  his  Majefty  order- 
ed me  to  treat  with  the  am- 
bafTador ;  which  I  have  done 
point  by  point,  and  we  have 
brought  matters  fo  well  to  bear, 
that 


au  Roy  &f  au  Due ;  quand 
fur  les  dipc  beures  du  matin 
duditjeudyy  arrivquntrom- 
pette  d' Hollands,  portant  i 
Vamhajfadeur  d^Efpagne  les 
pleins  £sf  entiers  pouvoirs  a 
trailer  ^  conclurre  la  paix 
icy  s*il  en  pouvoit  convenir. 
Je   nfen  allots  auffitSt  au 
Roy  pour  luy  porter  la  nou- 
velle,    le  fuppliant  de  rCa- 
voir  aucune  conftderation  de 
moy  en  cette  affaire^  6f  de 
n^expofer  un  traitefi  impor- 
tant  aux  accideni  du  terns 
6?  des  voyages,  quand  il  le 
pourroit  peut-hre  acbever 
icy  devant  que  je  ferois  i 
Harwich,  fcf  meme  avec  plus 
cThonneur  a  Londres  qu'd  la 
Haye.     Sa  Majejli  le  prit 
en  bonne  part,  i^  nfewooya 
auffitSt  d  Vamhajjadeur  d^E- 
fpagne  pour  voir  fes  pour 
voirs,  6?  le  fonder  tant  que 
je  pourrois  fur  fes  inftru£li- 
ons,   afin  de  juger  s^ily  a- 
voit  apparence  de  conclurre 
icy.     yay  rapporte  au  Roy 
mes  fentimens  fur  la  validiti 
des  pouvoirs,  fcf  r apparence 
que  j'qy  trouve  d" acbever 
V affaire.     Sur  cela  fa  Ma- 
jejle  m^a  cbarge  de  la  tr alter 
avec  Vambafjadewr^    ce  que 
fay  fait  de  point  en  pointy 
fc?  nous  enfommesfi  hien  de^ 
miles 
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to  the  King,  the  Prince  of  OrMnge,  &e.      15 
that  commiffioners  appointed    „jglis  que   ks   commifaires 


by  his  Majefty,  and  the  am 
baflador  have  figned  the  trea- 
ty the  Monday  following.  On 
Wednefday  Moofieur  Sylvius 
(who  was  to  have  accompani- 
pd  me  to  wait  on  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  and  congratulate  him 
on  his  acceflion  to  the  heredi- 
tary dignity)  went  away  with 
thofc  compliments  of  congra- 
tulation»  and  carried  with  him 
•the  ratification  of  the  treaty  ; 
fo  that  we  expeft  the  ratifica 


.  defa  Majefte  6f  rambaffa- 
deur  ant  figne  le  traite  le 
Lundi  fuivant.  Mecredi 
Monfieur  Sylvius  (qui  me  de- 
voit  avoir  accompagm  pour. 
rejoUir  avec  le  Prince  d*0- 
range  de  la  part  defa  Ma- 

jefie  fur  fon  avenement  d  la 
dignite  bereditaire)  partit 
avcc  ks  dits  complimens,  &? 
la  ratification  du  traite  ;  de 


tion  back  again  in  two  or  three    f(^te  que  nous  attendons  en 
days,  /igned  by  the  States,  af-     deux  ou  trois  jours  que  la 


ter  which  the  peace  will  be 
proclaimed ;  which,  I  beg  leave 
to  aflure  your  Highnefs,  will 
be  both  honourable  and  ad- 
vantageous ^  his  Majefty. 
The  affair  of  the  flag  and 
Surinam  is  adjufted,  intirely 
to  his  Majeily's  fatisfaaioo. 
There  is  fo  much  the  more 
likelihood  of  the  continuance 
of  this  peace,  becaufe  the 
Queen  of  Spain  is  not  only 
guarantee  of  it,  but  alfo  is  ap- 
pointed    arbitrator   of    thofe 


ratification  viendra  de  la 
part  des  Etats^  £s?  que  la 
defjus  la  paix  fera  public e ; 
laquelle  je  pourrois  affurer 
V.  A.  itrefaite  honorable  G? 
avantaguefe  pour  fa  Ma- 
jejte.  U affaire  du  pavilion 
&  de  Surinam  luy  eft  tout 
accorde  entierement  a  fa  fa- 
tisfaSion.  Aufft  il  y  a  tant 
plus  apparence  de  la  duree^ 
que  la  Reine  d'Efpagne  ne 


differences  which  may  happen  foit  non  fculement  conftituie 
among  the  commifSoners,  dans  la  garantie  de  la  paixj 
which  are   to  be  appointed    mais  aufft  dans  r arbitrage 

m!?e  ^i^loTn'r^^^  '''^"'^"  ^''  ^^'"'"^  V"'  P'^''^^^^' 
commerce  fo  the  iXHSd  ^""''iZ  Z^.'''''  ^^^^'^^^ 
the  marithne  affairs,  ?*^  /^  dottfaire  en  trois  mots 

de  terns  pour  decider  quelques 
points  fur  la  matiere  de  com- 
merce aux  Indesy  fc?  de  la 
marine. 


I 
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Letter s^  of  Sir 


I  thought,  that  notice  of  aa 
affair  of  this  great  weight  and 
confequence  to  all  Chriften- 
<]omy  and  of  the  feveral  fleps 
taken  therein,  would  not  be 
difagreeable  to  your  Highnefs, 
which  made  me  encharge  my- 
felf  with  the  giving  it  you ; 
intreating  your  Highnefs,  by 
thofe  (mall  fervices,  to  judge 
in  what  manner,  and  with 
what  fatisfaftion,  I  fhould 
moft  willingly  acquit  myfelf 
in  matters  of  greater  concern, 
if  fortune  fliould  ever  be  fo 
much  my  friend  as  to  put  it  in 
my  power ;  for  no  one  can  be 
with  more  juftice,  or  more 
paffion,  than  myfelf,  your 
moft  ferene  Highncfs's  moft 
humble,  &c. 


William  Temple 

y*ay  cru  que  la  notice  £s? 
les  mouvemens  d*une  affaire 
ftgrande  <£  Ji  import  ante  i 
toute  la  Chritientej  ne  fe- 
roient  pas  defagr cables  d  V. 
A.  (?ejt  pourquoyfay  voulu 
nfen  charger ;  lafuppliant 
de  juger  par  ces  petit s  fer- 
vices  de  quelle  maniere  &? 
avec  quelle  fatisfaSlion  je 
nfacquiterois  volontiers  de 
plus  grands^  Ji  la  fortune 
me  feroit  jamais  Ji  favora- 
ble que  de  rrfen  faire  naitre 
les  occajions:  car  perfonne 
ne  peut  ttre  avec  plus  de 
jujiice  ni  avec  plus  de  paf- 
Jion  que  moy^  Monjieur^  de 
V.  A.  Sme.  6? r^ 


To  Monfteur  Gourville.         A  Monficur  Gourvillc. 


London,Feb.  I2,N.S.  1673-4. 

S  I  R, 
T  Never  entered  into  an  ac- 
•*  quaintance  with  more  plea- 
fure,  nor  left  off  one  with 
more  regret,  than  yours.  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  the  begin- 
ing  of  it  arofe  from  that  fi- 
mil$ude  of  humours  and  opi- 
nions that  is  in  us  ;  as  the 
interruption  of  it  was  owing 
to  thofe  unhappy  circum- 
ftaoces,  which  have  fo  long 
kept  us  afunder.  I  am  not 
willing  to  think  myfelf,  how- 
ever, cither  fo  old,  or  fo  un- 
fortunate 


LondreSf  Fevn  I2,  S.  N. 

Monjieury  1673-4, 

XV  JE  n^ay  fait  aucune  con- 
J  noiffance  avec  plus  de 
plaijir^  ni  perdu  aucun  com^ 
merceavec  plus  de  regret  que 
le  votre.  Je  me  flat te  tant 
que  d*attribuer  le  premier  a 
quelque  refemblance  d^hu- 
meurs  6?  d^ opinions^  £5?  le 
dernier  au  feul  malheur  des 
conjonSlures  qui  nous  ont 
eloignis  depuis  Ji  longtemSs, 
Je  ne  me  veux  pas  croire  en- 
core 
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to  the  Kingy  the  Prince  of  Orangey  &c.     ly 
fortunate,  as  to  be  without    corejivieuxnijimalbeureux 


hope  of  enjoying,  once  more 
in  my  life,  your  good  com- 
pany, which  I  rather  wifh 
might  be  inFrance  than  in  any 
other  pku:e»  While  I  live  in 
the  expe£^ati6n  of  this  plea- 
fure,  I  have  given  my  fon  an 
advantage  which  I  am  not  fo 
happy  as  to  have  myfelf^  he 
wiil,  at  the  fame  time,  give 
you  an  ailurance  of  my  ready 
fervices,  and  make  you  an  of- 
fer of  his  own ;  that  fo  the 
entire  pofleffion  you  have  of 
me  may,  as  it  were,  become 
an  inheritance.  If  you  have 
any  commands  either  for  the 
father,  or  fon,  I  intreat  you 
to  lay  them  upon  us  with  the 
fame  freedom  you  ever  did, 
during   our   long  and  ftrid 


que  de  ne  vous  voir  pas  en* 
core  un  jour  de  ma  vie^  et 
j*  aimer 015  mieux  quHlfui  en 
France  qu*en  tout  autre  lieu* 
Mais  en  attendant  fay  vou* 
lu  donner  d  mon  Jils  un  a* 
vantage  que  je  ne  puis  pas 
avoir  moy-meme :  il  vous 
affeurera  en  mime  terns  de 
mes  fervices  et  vous  fera 
Voffre  desfiens  \  a  fin  que  la 
poffeffion  que  vous  avez  ac- 
quifefi  entierement  de  moy^ 
vous  puiffe  paffer  en  heri- 
tage. Si  vous  avez  quelques 
commandemens  pour  le  pere 
ou  lefils^  je  vous  fupplie  de 
nous   en  charger,  avecJa 


friendfliipin  Flanders ;  and  if   franchife  de  notre  ami  tie  de 
he  ftands  in  need  of  your  pro-     Flandres ;  et  s'il  aura  be- 


tedion,  I  aflTure  mvfelf  that 
you  never  will  refufe  it  him  j 
there  being  no  one  in  the 
world  with  more  efteem  and 
pafHon  than  myfelf.  Sir,  your 
moft  humble  and  raoft  obe- 
dient fervant,  &c. 


foin  de  vStre  proteSion^  je 
ffay  que  vous  ne  la  Ivy  re- 
fuferez  pointy  puis  qu^il  n*y 
a  perfonne  qui  peut  etre  a- 
vec  plus  de  pajjion  ni  plus 
d^ejiime  que  moy^  Monjieur^ 
votre  tres  bumble  Csf  tres 
obfiffant  ferviteur. 


To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  LcMidon,  February  17,  1673-4J 

T  Did  not  think,  a  fortnight  ago,  that  you  would 
^  hear  from  me,  at  this  time,  from  this  place,  ha- 
ving been  uncxpcftcdlyKiefigned  another  way,  which 
you  have  had  fomc  account^  of  fromi  my-  fiftcrj  but 


Vol.  IV, 


It 
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it  fit  you  receive  a  more  particular  one  from  rtic, 
upon  an  occafion,  which  I  know  you  will  not  be  dif- 
ipleafed  with,  both  as  to  what  concerns  the  public  and 
myfelf.  You  will  eafily  imarine  the  neceffities,  that 
prevailed  with  the  king  and  his  minifters  to  fall  into 
the  counfeLs  of  making  a  fudden  peace  with  Holland. 
So  foon  as  this  refolution  was  taken  privately  among 
them,  my  lord  Arlington  fent  for  me,  and  told  me 
of  it  •,  and  that,  at  the  fame  titne,  the  king  and  my 
lord  treafurer,  both  together,  at  the  foreign  com- 
mittee (fo  as  he  could  not  fay,  which  of  them  named 
me  firft)  propofed  my  being  fent  over  upoft  this  occa- 
fion ;  and  the  king  added,  that  there  was  no  man 
elfe  to  be  thought  of,  and  fo  had  commanded  him  to 
fend  for  me,  and  acquaint  me  with  it.  I  told  him,  I 
Ihould  obey  his  majefly  as  became  me,  and  much 
the  rather  upon  a  point  by  which  I  thought  he  fell 
into  his  true  interett,  wherein  my  opinions  were  but 
too  well  known.  After  this  I  went  to  the  king,  and 
faid  the  fame  things,  and  what  elfe  I  efteemed  proper 
upon  that  occafion ;  and  that  I  would  ferve  him  ^ 
well  as  I  could,  though  I  doubted  I  was  grown  a  little 
rufty  by  lying  ftill  fo  long ;  and  begun  to  (hrink  at 
a  hard  journey  in  fuch  a  cruel  feafon,  after  having 
given  myfelf  all  the  eafe  I  could  for  three  years  at 
home.  The  king  fmiled,  and  faid,  he  would  anfwer 
for  me.  I  told  him,  that  would  give  me  confidence ; 
but  there  was  another  point  I  defired  to  govern  my- 
felf, which  was,  that  my  lord  Arlington  having  told 
me  I  was  to  go  ambaflidor,  I  had  no  mind  to  charge 
myfelf  with  that  chara6ter  upon  fo  fudden  a  journey, 
^nd  ^'n  afi^air  that  ought  to  be  fudden  too.  That  the 
greateft  piece  of  fervice  I  had  ever  done  him,  in  all 
my  employments  abroad,  which  was  that  of  the  triple 
alliance,  I  had  treated  and  condufted  in  five  days, 
and  with  the  charafter  of  envoy ;  and  I  was  confident, 
I  could  never  have  done  it  if  I  had  been  ambaflador : 

that 
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that  the  ceremonies  of  it  hindered  the  bufinefe  where  ic 
preflcd :  that  having  been  twice  ambaflador,  I  needed 
not  to  value  myfelf  upon  this  occafion,  efpecially  in 
Holland,  where  I  was  well  enough  known ;  and  there- 
fore I  ddired  I  might  go  with  me  character  of  envoy 
extraordinary,  and  for  diis  particular  affair  only  of  the 
peace.  That  when  this  was  made,  his  majeftiy  might 
fend  what  perfon,  and  what  charafter,  he  pleafed  over, 
to  refide  there,  and  go  on  with  the  meafures  he  fhould 
have  taken. 

The  king  feemed  very  much  to  approve  what  I  faid ; 
and  told  me,  that  of  ambaffador  was  only  thought 
of  becatlfe  I  had  been  ambaflador  before,  and  they 
thought  I  would  not  be  content  to  go  without  it  -,  but 
he  faw  I  was  a  wifer  man,  and  I  mould  not  lofe  by 
it ;  for,  thought  I  went  without  the  charafter,  yet  I 
ihould  have  the  pay  of  an  ambaflador ;  and  if  I  fhould 
ftay  in  Holland  after  the  peace  w^  made,  I  flioidd 
then  have  the  charafter.  Hereupon,  in  two  days  time, 
my  inftruftions  were  drawn  up,  my  fmall  equipage 
prepared,  and  my  fervants  fent  before  to  Harwich, 
where  I  intended  to  follow  pofl:  the  day  after  •,  but  I 
would  not  fufler  either  my  .wife  or  After  to  engage  in 
fo  hafty  a  journey,  and  at  fo  ill  a  time  of  the  year ; 
though  they  were  neither  of  them  willing  to  let  me  go 
rway  alone,  out  of  care  of  my  health,  which  I  pro-: 
miied  to  take  myfelf,  and  deferve  their  good  opinion 
in  it. 

The  very  day  I  was  to  go,  came  in  an  exprefs  from 
Holland,  with  full  powers  from  the  ftates  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Frefno  (the  Spanifli  ambaflfador  here)  to  treat 
and  conclude  the  peace.  My  lord  Arlmgton  immedi- 
ately acquainted  me  with  it,  and  defired  I  would  go 
to  the  king,  who  was  then  at  the  houfe  of  lords,  and^ 
tcU  him  this  new  incident,  and  know  his  pleafure  upon 
it  •,  his  lordlhip  feeming  a  litde  in  pain  at  my  pan  in 
it;  but  I  told  him,  I  thought  the  bufinefs  had  this 
C  2  way 
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way  4  better  turn  than  they  themfelves  had  ^ven  itj 
that  it  would  not  only  be  difpatched  here  "with  lels 
time,  but  with  more  honour  to  his  majefty  than  at 
the  Hague;  that,  for  my  part,  I  was  fo  far  from 
being  difappointed,  that  I  was  ve^  glad  of  it ;  that  I 
confeffed  I  wiflied  the  thing  •,  but  (o  it  were  done,  was 
not  fond  of  having  any  part  in  it ;  and  therefore  was 
of  opinion,  they  fhould  prcfently  fall  in  treaty  with 
the  marquis,  and  fo  I  would  go  and  tell  the  king. 

I  will  not  tell  you  how  pleafed  my  lord  Arlington 
was  with  this  anfwer,  nor  how  obliging  things  he  faid 
to  me  upon  it ;  but  I  was  forry  he  knew  me  fo  ill  as 
not  to  expeft  it,  the  thing  being  fo  right.  \  went  to 
the  king,  faid  the  fame  to  him,  which  found  the  fame 
reception  ;  and  he  told  me,  though  I  did  not  treat  it 
at  the  Hague,  yet  he  was  fure  I  fhould  treat  it  here  ; 
and  accordingly  he  fent  for  the  marquis  that  afternoon^ 
and  told  him,  he  would  fend  me  to  him  that  evening 
to  fall  into  the  treaty ;  and  that,  if  he  could  agree 
with  me,  he  Ihould  reckon  upon  the  thing  as  done. 

I  had  my  orders,  went  to  the  marquis,  and  we  con- 
cluded all  points  in  three  days,  though  there  was  one 
of  fome  difficulty :  the  inflruments  were  difpatched 
with  the  fame  diligence,  and  figned  by  the  marquis 
and  the  king's  commiflioners  \  and  fo  that  great 
affair  ended,  to  the  infinite  fatisfaftion  of  all  people 
here,  as  I  doubt  not  it  will  be'  in  Spain  and  Holland^ 
and  give  a  great  turn  to  the  conjunftures  abroad. 
'  Some  days  after  this  conclufion,  my  lord  Arlington 
toki  me,  the  kii^  thought  fit  to  recal  Sir  William 
Godolphin  out  of  Spain  upon  feveral  confiderations> 
but  chiefly  upon  reports  that  had  run  dT  his  religion^ 
which  would  not  be  very  pleafmg  to  the  parliament, 
with  whom  the  king  was  rcfolved  to  live  well ;  and 
therefore  had  ordered  him  to  make  me  the  offer  of  go- 
ing  into  Spain.  That  having  been  ambafTador  in  or- 
dinary fo  long  ago,  the  king  thought  it  was  but  reafon 

I  fhould 
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I  ihould  make  fome  advance,  and  fo  would  have 
me  go  amb^flador  extraordinary  ;  which,  to  that 
crown,  was  the  employment  of  moft  dignity,  and 
moft  advantage  of  any  other  abroad. 

I  defired  his  lordfhip  to  make  his  majefly  my  moft 
humble  acknowledgments  for  fo  many  fuch  unfought 
for  honours,  which  were  beyond  what  I  could  deferve. 
But  that  the  thing  was  new ;  and  that  I  had  learnt,  by 
a  Spaniih  proverb,  not  to  make  a  fudden  anfwer  to  a 
iudden  queftion  -,  that,  befides,  the  journey  was  long, 
and  you' formerly  had  an  averiion  to  my  undertaking 
k  i  that  I  could  not  do  it  now  -without  firft  confult- 
ing  you,  whom  I  would  not  difobey ;  that  I  therefore 
defired  his  lordfhip  to  excufe  my  anfwering  the  king 
till  I  had  written,  and  had  an  anfwer  from  you. 

This  is  all  I  have  to  fay,  but  that  I  leave  it  with 
you,  to  confult,  if  you  pleafe,  with  my  brother,  and 
fend  me  your  refolution  as  foon  as  you  can.  I  find 
my  wife  inclined  to  it,  both  upon  relpefts  of  advan- 
tages to  my  fortune  and  my  health,  which  flie  thinks 
fleered  much  in  Holland.  My  fitter,  though  the  bet- 
ter Spaniard,  has  no  great  mind  to  it.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  pretty  indifferent ;  I  like  the  climate  -,  but 
you  know  I  never  cared  for  a  remove,  being  ever  apt 
to  like  the  place  and  condition  I  am  in  ^  and  if  I  have 
a  mind  to  mend  it,  I  believe  I  cannot  want  occafions, 
upon  this  great  revolution,  and  the  return  of  our 
councils  to  the  pomt  where  I  left  them  three  or  four 
years  ago. 

I  ih^  give  you  no  farther  trouble  at  this  time,  but 
expeft  your  anfwer^  and  remain  ever.  Sir,  your,  Off, 
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7(7  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

S  I  Jl,  London,  February  28,  1673-4, 

T  Thought  your  highnefs  would  not  be  difpleafed 

*  with  receiving  thofe  marks  of  kindnefs  ftx>m  his 
majefty  and  the  duke,  which  they  intended  you  by 
me,  though  you  have,  I  know,  received  others  of  a 
frefher  date.  Therefore,  by  leave  from  them  both, 
I  fend  you  inclofed  the  letters  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
charged  with  when  I  kifled  their  hands  upon  my  in- 
tended journey  into  Holland.  The  complinients  I  was 
commanded  to  carry  your  highnels  from  their  mouths 
(befides  what  went  from  their  hands)  were,  I  will 
aflure  you,  very  particular,  efpecially  thofe  from  his 
majefty  •,  to  tell  you  how  great  an  inducement  to  the 
peace  your  highnefs's  advancement  to  the  hereditary 
dignity  had  been,  and  with  how  much  more  confi- 
dence he  could  now  fall  into  good  meafures  with 
Holland  than  before.  And  thofe  from  the  duke, 
when  at  the  end  of  a  great  deal  fpoken  very  kindly, 
he  bid  me  aflure  you,  that  he  looked  upon  your  high- 
nefs's  interefts  as  the  fame  with  the  king's  and  his 
own ;  and  that  if  there  were  any  thing  wherein  you 
could  ufe  his  fervice  you  might  be  fure  of  it.  I 
replied,  *  Pray,  Sir,  remember,  there  is  nothing  you 

*  except,  and  you  do  not  know  howfar  a  young  prince^ 

*  defire  "may  go  -,  but  I  am  refolved  to  tell  him  what 

*  you  fay,  and,  if  there  be  occafion,  to  be.  a  witnefs  of 

*  it.*    The  duke  fmiled,  *  Well,  well,  you  may  tell 

*  him  what  I  bid  yoii  :*  upon  which  I  faid,  *  At  leaft 

*  I  will  tell  the  prince,  that  you  finiled  when  I  told 

*  you  fo,  which,  I  am  fure,  is  a  great  deal  better  than 
«  if  you  had  frowned.'  I  know  your  highnefs  will 
cafily  pardon  me  for  entertaining  you  with  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  j  but  I  will  fay  no  more  of  this  kind  unlefs 
you  give  me  encouragement,  nor  of  any  other,  to  in- 
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crcafe  your  trouble  at  this  time,  unlefs  it  be,  that  if 
in  any  thing,  either  fmall  or  great,  your  highnefs  can 
find  my  fervices  ufeful  to  you  here,  you  will  ever  find 
them  at  your  devotion,  in  a  manner  very  particular ; 
and  that  no  man  alive  can  be  with  more  paflion,  or 
more  truth,  Sir,  your  highnefs's  moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervant. 

To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  London,  March  27,  1674. 

TTPON  your  expreffion  of  fo  much  diQike  to 
^  my  journey  into  Spain,  I  acquainted  the  king 
with  it ;  and  gave  that  lor  the  only  reafon  of  my  ex- 
cufing  myfclf  from  it.  I  made  his  majefty,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  greateft  acknowledgments  I  could,  for 
the  honour  he  had  done  me  by  the  offer  of  it  \  and 
ailured  him,  how  glad  I  fhould  be  to  deferve  fo 
good  an  opinion,  as  he  had  pleafed  to  exprefs,  in 
thanking  me  worthy  of  an  employment,  which,  for 
my  own  part,  I  eftecmed  one  of  the  beft  he  had  to 
give^  The  king  was  pleafed  to  reply  very  gracioufly, 
that  he  thought  {o  too,  but  yet  he  intended  me  a  bet- 
ter; that  he  had  been  long  engaged  in  the  remove  at 
prefent  defigned,  but  that  upon  the  next,  he  was  rq- 
folved  I  fliould  have  it.  He  was  pleafed  to  fay  no 
more,  but  walked  away  \  and  I  feemed  to  take  no 
nodce  of  what  he  meant.  But  the  day  after,  I  told 
all  that  had  pafled  to  my  lord  Arlington  :  he  feemed 
a  good  deal  furprized  at  my  refufing  the  Spanifh  em- 
baily,  and  faid,  he  believed  the  king 'had  few  fubje<a:s 
that  would  not  be  glad  of  it ;  that  he  had  fo  little 
nq>efted  it,  that  he  had  told  the  marquis  of  Frefnp 
of  the  king's  refolution  in  it;  that,  for  his  own  part, 
unlels  I  was  fure  of  his  fecretary*s  place,  he  fliovikl 
not  yet  advife  me  to  refufc  the  other. 
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This  was  faid  with  a  face,  and  in  a  way,  fomething 
graver  than  his  has  been  of  late  towards  me,  and,  I 
confefs,  furprized  me  more  than  he  pretended  I  had 
done  him,  I  told  him,  that  I  did  not  at  all  know  what 
he  meant  by  faying,  if  I  were  not  fure  of  his  fecretary*s 
place :  that  it  was  a  thing  I  never  had  once  in  my 
thoughts,  but  when  he  had  put  it  there  a  great  while 
ago,  upon  the  refolution  of  Sir  John  Trevor^s  coming 
into  the  other :  that  my  circumftanccjs  had  been  fince 
much  changed,  and  he  knew  I  had  thought  of  nothing, 
but  my  garden  and  a  private  life  for  thefe  three  or 
four  years  paft,  till  the  king  fent  for  me  upon  this 
peace  with  Holland :  that  he  knew  what  had  paflcd 
lince,  and  he  knew  all,  for  I  was  no  man  of  myftery 
nor  intrigue :  that  I  went  abroad  when  the  king  called 
me,  and  I  liked  my  errand  j  and  when  thefe  did  not 
happen,  I  flayed  at  home.  But  I  was  ilill  defirous  to 
know  what  gave  him  occafion  of  faying  that  to  me ; 
for  what  the  king  had  faid  could  not  be  interpreted  to 
mean  any  fuch  thing. 

He  told  me,  that  he  knew  I  was  related  to  my  lor4 
treafurer,  and  heard  I  was  much  in  his  favour  -,  that 
he  was  now  the  great  man,  and  could  do  what  he 
pleafed,  and  thought  he  might  do  this  among  other 
things  >  and  could  not  imagine  I  would  reiufe  the 
Spamfli  embafly  unlefs  my  lord  treafurer  and  I 
had  agreed  upon  the  other,  I  found  where  this  matter 
pinched,  and  faid,  fmiling,  that  he  was  never  mwe 
miftaken  in  liis  life ;  that  it  was  true,  my  wife  was 
related  to  my  lord  treafurer,  and  that  we  were  great 
companions  when  we  were  both  together  young  tra- 
vellers and  tennis  players  in  France ;  but  that  for  near 
twenty  years  pail  we  had  not  at  all  fallen  in  one  an- 
other's way,  till  upon  what  had  pafled  fince  the  late 
councils,  about  a  peace  with  HoUand,  in  which  our 
opinions  feemed  to  agree-,  that,  fince,  we  had  met 
ibm^times,  but  not  often,  nor  in  any  confidences ; 
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diat  I  knew  he  was  a  great  man^  but  could  not  teli 
yet  to  what  points  of  the  conq>als  he  intended  to  fteer  i 
that  I  left  him,  as  I  did  every  body  elie,  to  take  his 
own  meaiures,  and  for  mine,  he  knew  very  well  how 
little  I  troubled  my  friends  about  them. 

Upon  this  he  began  with  another  countenance,  than 
in  the  beginning  ofthis  converfation,  to  tell  me,  that 
he  eafily  believed  all  I  told  him  -,  that  he  .was  fo  far 
from  difliking  my  being  well  with  my  lord  treafurer, 
how  ill  foever  he  was  with  me,  that  he  advifed  me,  as 
a  friepd,  to  be  as  weU  with  him  as  I  could  :  that  he 
(xmfefled  he  thought  I  might  have  entered  with  hinl 
into  a  concert  of  getting  into  this  place  initead  of  Sir 
Jofeph  WiUiamfon,  which  would  have  been  no  injury 
€0  him,  for  he  knew  I  wouki  not  think  of  it  but 
upon  the  iame  terms  as  the  other :  diat  fince  we  were 
fsdlen  into  this  difcourfe,  he  would  go  farther  with 
me,  and  tell  me,  it  was  true  he  had  a  good  while  had 
a  mind  to  leave  the  toil  of  his  place,  and,  perhaps, 
the  envy ;  and  fo  had  agreed  with  Sir  Jofeph  William- 
ion  to  come  in,  and  give  him  fix  thoufand  pounds 
when  my  lord  St.  Albans  fhould  be  willing  to  part 
with  the  chamberlain's  ftafF,  for  which  he  was  to  give 
him  ten  :  that  my  lord  St.  Albans  had  been  of  late 
very  much  unrefolved  in  this  matter,  and  he  knew 
not  when  he  would  fix ;  that  whenever  he  did,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  other  to  Sir  Jofeph  WiUiamfon, 
by  the  kms's  confent,  and  would  do  nothing  to  break 
it.  But  if  I  had  a  mind,  and  could  make  intereft 
enough  in  my  lord  treafurer  to  turn  it  another  way, 
and  bring  my  lord  St.  Albans  to  a  refolution,  he 
would  leave  me  wholly  to  play  my  own  game ;  and, 
for  his  own  part,  it  mould  be  all  one  to  him  from 
whom  he  received  the  fix  thoufand  pounds ;  and  he 
would  not  only  be  paffi  ve  in  it,  but  if  the  king  fhould 
alk  his  opinion,  as  to  the  fitnefi  or  capacity  of  the 
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peribns,  he  would  tell  it  him  freely,  with  all  the  pr6t 
ference  to  me  that  I  deferved. 

I  gave  his  lordihip  many  thanks  for  the  kindnels 
and  frankneis  of  this  difcourfe  -,  but  I  told  him,  I 
believed  it  need  go  no  farther:  that,  for  my  own 
part,  I  was  both  againil  his  going  out  of  the  fecre- 
tary's  place,  and  againft  my  own,  or  any  body's, 
coming  bto  it  for  money  \  and  I  ended  this  converfa- 
tion  with  faying  a  great  deal  to  difluade  him  from 
leaving  his  place. 

About  three  or  four  days  after,  Mn  Sidney  told  me, 
that  my  lord  Arlington  had  fpoken  to  Mr.  Mountague 
about  what  had  pafled  between  us,  and  with  a  great 
deal  of  kindnefs  of  me,  eipecially  for  bein^  fo  eameft 
with  him  to  keep  his  place,  and  the  leatons  I  had 
^vcn  him  for  it ;  but  yet  in  the  belief  that  I  ought 
not  to  negle(ft  this  occalion,  becaufe  he  was  refolved. 
Mr.  Sidney  was  mighty  earneft  with  me  to  refolve  too; 
and  next  day  Mr.  Mountague  fpoke  to  me  himfelf, 
and  believed  nothing  could  ftick  with  me,  unkfs  it 
were  takii^  up  the  money ;  he  ofiered  to  help  me  to 
it,  which  was  more  than  I  tiad  reafon  to  exp^  from 
him  or  any  man  elfc.  My  wife  is  enough  inclined  I 
fhould  do  it,  though  fhe  and  my  children  run  mod 
hazard  in  it,  if  I  fhould  die,  and  leave  my  eftate 
charged  with  fuch  a  debt,  which,  though  fmall  at 
prefent,  yet,  I  thank  God,  is  clean  For  my  own 
part,  I  confefs,  I  find  no  motions  about  me  towards 
it,  and  fliould  have  thought  the  Spanifti  embafiy  a 
much  better  employment.  I  have  ever  detefted  the 
cuftom  grown  amongft  us  of  felling  places,  and  much 
more  thofe  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  crown.  I 
think  it  no  great  honour  to  be  preferred  before  Sir 
Jofeph  Williamfon,  and  yet  I  would  not  do  him  an 
injury  neither,  as  this  would  feem  to  be.  \  have  fcen 
fuch  changes  at  court,  that  I  know  not  yet  what  to 
make  of  this  laft  j  and  ftill  remember  poor  Monfieur 
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de  Witt's  word  of,  fiuBuation  perpetuelle  dans  la  con-- 
duiu  d^AngUterre  \  which  of  all  things  in  the  world  i 
am  not  made  for,  and  had  rather,  once  for  all,  break 
my  head  with  going  on,  than  be  wrenching  myfelf 
continually  with  fudden  turns.  I  need  fay  no  more 
of  this  matter;  it  lies  before  you.  Pray  pleafe  to  talk 
with  my  brother  about  it ;  it  is  what  the  family  is  con- 
cerned in  more  than  I;  and,  therefore,  pray  let  mc 
receive  your  judgment  upon  it,  which  in  this,  as  all 
things  eife,  Ihall  ever  have  the  greateft  weight  with. 
Sir,  your,  obedient  fon,  &f^, 

%o  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  Sheen,  May  i6,  i674, 

T  Have  wholly  followed  your  opinion,  both  in  de- 
'*'  dining  the  motion  about  the  fecretar/s  place,  and 
in  fixing  that  of  Holland ;  fince  I  find  that  the  only 
prefent  employment  you  are  content  with  for  me,  and 
you  are  not  content  with  none.  My  lord  Arlington 
feemed  to  take  what  I  faid  to  him  upon  both  very 
indifferently,*  and  though  at  firft  he  raifed  a  fcruple 
about  my  ^ing  into  Holland,  in  regard  of  a  certain 
lord's  having  been  very  hot  for  fome  rime  in  the 
purfuit  of  it,  yet  when  I  perfifted  in  it,  upon  the 
king's  having  in  February  defigned  me  for  it  of  his 
own  morion,  he  advifed  me  to  take  my  meafures,  as 
well  as  I  could,  with  my  lord  treafurer  about  the 
main  point,  which  was  what  related  to  the  exchequer ; 
and  for  the  king,  he  knew  very  well  there  would  be 
no  diiEculty.  Both  theie  are  now  fetded ;  the  king 
has  refolved  to  fend  me  over  ambaflador  extraordinary 
to  the  States,  and  my  lord  treafurer  is,  after  fome 
conteft,  fallen  into  the  terms  I  iniifted,  which  is,  to 
equal  me  with  the  other  embaflies  of  the  crowns ; 
and  fo  I  engaged  in  my  prepararions  for  this  journey. 
His  majellv  is  refolved  I  ihaU  offer  his  meditation  to 
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the  States  in  their  prefent  war  with  France.  If  it  be 
accepted  by  them  and  all  the  parties,  I  reckon  he  will 
be  mailer  of  the  peace,  and  the  parties  be  hindered 
from  making  their  feparate  treaties,  when  they  are 
once  engaged  in  a  general  one.  I  hope  you  will  like 
what  is  done  as  much  as  you  feemed  belbre  to  defire 
it ;  which  is  all  I  af k,  and  leave  the  ^eft  to  God  Al- 
mighty for  what  is  to  come. 

1  refolve  to  take  mv  whole  family  over ;  but  yet 
that  my  wife  and Ton  ftiall  firft  make  you  a  vifit,  fince 
I  fee  you  will  not  think  of  coming  over.  It  is  their 
turn  now,  and  my  lifter  and  I  will  go  firft  into  Hol- 
land ;  though  we  fhould  both  be  very  glad  to  wait 
upon  you  again,  if  it  could  have  been  allowed  us.  But 
my  wife  wifi  not  confent  to  my  going  without  cither 
her  or  my  fifter ;  and  fhe  has  a  great  mind  to  carry 
over  her  fon  to  you  herfelf,  after  having  been  fo  long 
in  France,  and  at  an  age  when  commonly  the  great 
changes  are  made,  which  you  will  judge  of  when  you 
fee  him.  I  Ihall  at  prefent  give  you  no  farther  trouble 
than  the  profeffions  of  my  being  ever,  Sir,  your  ^c. 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

SIR,  H^ue,  July  17,  N.  S.  1674. 

T  Ordered  an  account  of  my  arrival  nere  on  Friday 
*  laft  to  be  given  Mr.  Cook  by  that  night's  poft, 
which  being  all  I  had  then  to  fay,  I  thought  might 
well  fave  you  any  farther  trouble  at  that  time.  On 
Saturday  morning  I  fent  to  the  penfione'r  Fagel,  to 
defire  an  hour  offering  him  fome  time  that  day;  he 
excufed  it,  but  fent  me  word  withal,  that  he  would 
not  fail  of  coming  to  me  fome  time  in  the  evening ; 
which  he  performed  in  a  vifit  about  two  hours  long. 
After  the  compliments  on  both  fides,  I  fell  upon  the& 
points  with  him :  the  fatisfa<5tion  his  majefty  had  re- 
ceived in  the  late  peace  with  the  ftates  ^  his  defires  and 
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icfblutions  to  continue  and  cultivate  it;  the  reafon  he 
had  to  content  himfelf  with  the  pofture  and  advan- 
tages in  which  he  flood,  by  apeace  with  all  his  neigh- 
bours, while  they  were  all  engaged  in  a  war ;  that, 
if  his  bounty  and  piety  did  not  prevail  with  him  far- 
ther than  his  intereils,  he  Ihould  fit  down  with  his 
own  peace,  and  not  trouble  himfelf  farther  about  that 
of  Cnriftendom ;  but  thefe  difpofitions,  and  the  defire 
of  ib  general  a  good,  had  engaged  him  to  offer  his 
mediation  in  the  prefent  quarrels ;  that  it  had  been 
accepted  by  France,  and  promifed  to  be  confidered  of 
by  the  emperor  and  Spain,  in  concert  with  their 
allies :  that  the  flates  ambaffadon  in  England,  who 
underfhx)d  our  conflitution,   and  the  difpofitions  of 
die  king  our  mafler,  better  than  fbangers  could  do, 
had  promifed  all  their  offices,  that  his  majefty's  offer 
might  be  accepted  here,  and  that  the  parties  might 
confent  to  the  choice  of  London  for  the  place  of  treaty ; 
and  thereupon  I  had  brought  of  er  a  letter  from  his 
mqefly  to  the  itates,  with  the  offer  of  his  media- 
tion •,  that  they  ought  to  believe,  that,  if  his  majefty 
were  partial  to  any  fide,  it  mufl  be  to  that  wherein  his 
own  nephew  was  fb  nearlv  concerned  -,  and  that  they 
ou^t  to  tlunk  fo  the  ratner,  fince  his  majefty  made 
xbt  offers  of  mediation  at  a  time  when  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  war  had  run  fo  high  on  the  French  fide, 
and  were,  in  all  appearance,  likely  to  do  fo  ftiU  •,  that, 
perhws,  if  his  majefty  had  feen  Flanders  like  to  be 
defended  by  the  arms  of  the  confederates,  he  might 
have  fbared  or  delayed  this  office ;  that  they  knew  he 
undentood  his  intereft  too  well,  to  be  content  to  fee 
Flanders  lofl  -,  and  that  his  honour  would  not  fufier 
him,  no  more  than  the  condition  m  which  the  laft 
war  hath  left  him,  to  go  about  preferving  it  any  other 
way,  thta  that  of  a  peace :  that  his  majdUy  would  be 
ve^  dad  fuch  a  one  might  be  made,  as  would  leave 
Flanders  in  a  better  pomire  of  defending  itfelf,  than 
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it  was  before,  by  laying  the  Spanifh  territories  together 
more  in  a  round  than  the  laft  peace  left  them ;  and, 
that  when  this  fliould  be  concluded,  I  did  not  doubt, 
but  they  would  find  his  majefly  ready  to  enter  into 
the  bed:  and  ftrongeft  guaranties  of  it  they  could 
defire. 

I  need  not  trouble  you,  to  tell  you  how  this  niatter 
pafled  between  us ;  but  fum  up  together  what  all  I 
drew  from  him  in  the  laft  conference  amounted  to. 
He  firft  gave  me  thanks  for  the  advice  I  had  given 
their  ambaffadors  there,  and  faid,  he  fliould  be  glad 
I  would  always  be  their  counfellor,  how  tl*y  ought  to 
comport  themfelves  to  his  majcfty  upon  all  occafions. 
He  rell  into  a  relation  of  the  forces  of  their  prefent 
league,  elpecially  by  the  conjunftion  of  the  cfuke  of 
Brahdenburgh,  whofe  treaty  with  the  emperor  and 
them,  he  aflured  me,  was  iabfolutely  concluded,  fo  as 
to  bring  them  into  an  ofFenfive  part  of  the  war :  that 
though  they  could  not  expeft  another  fo  great  con- 
junfture;  and  had  but  too  great  teftimonies  of  the  ill- 
will  of  France,  particularly  to  this  ftate,  yet  they  had 
no  other  thoughts  but  only  of  gaining  fuch  a  peace, 
as  might  leave  them  and  their  allies  out  of  danger' 
upon  a  new  invafion  from  France :  that,  for  their 
own  part,  they  had  recovered  all  they  had  loft,  except 
Grave,  which  they  hoped  fuddenly  for  a  good  account 
of,  being  already  invefted  by  Monfieur  Ralenhoupt ; 
for  Maftricht  they  had  given  up  by  agreement  to  the 
Spaniards :  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  leave 
their  allies,  who,  under  God,  had  faved  their  ftate 
from  abfolute  ruin ;  but  whatever  terms  of  peace  they 
would  confent  to,  would  fatisfy  the  States:  that  they 
believed  Spain  would  be  moderate ;  and  though  their 
treaty  with  that  crown  obligcth  them  to  the  terms  of 
the  Pyrennees,  yet  there  is  a  claufe,  which  alloweth  it 
to  be  altered  by  confent :  that  they  apprehend  Sweden 
as  too  partial  to  France,  but  are  content  to  make  his 
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iftajefty  arbiter  in  all  their  affairs  •,  and  to  this  end, 
that  they  were  refolved  to  accept  of  the  mediation, 
were  willing  that  London.  Ihould  be  the  place  of  con- 
grefs,  and  that  they  would  leave  it  to  his  majefty  there, 
dither  to  propofe  the  fcheme  of  a  peage  himfelf,  or  to 
retrench  and  adjuft,  according  to  his  prudence  and 
equity,  what  propofitions  fhould  be  made  on  each  fide 
by  the  parties  themfelves  :  that  they  would  perform 
aU  the  offices  they  could,  to  induce  the  emperor  and 
Spain  to  agree  with  them  in  thefe  points,  both  by  the 
ftates  writing  effeftually  to  their  minifters  in  thofe 
two  courts,  and  by  his  fpeaking  eameftly  both  with 
the  Imperial  and  Spanifh  minifters  here :  that  he  was 
fatisfied  how  fafe  tneir  intereft  would  lie  in  his  ma- 
jefty*s  hands  -,  and  that  this  ftate  would  ever  make  it 
their  endeavour  to  deferve  the  friendfhip  and  protec- 
tion of  the  crown  of  England,  by  which  they  knew 
it  could  beft  be  preferved,  as  well  as  it  had  at  firft 
been  raifed. 

After  this  conference  with  the  penfioner,  I  thought 
it  beft  to  negleft  no  time  in  the  delivery  of  my  letters, 
and  fo  went  that  evening  to  the  prefident  of  the  week 
and  put  into  his  hands,  both  that  of  credence,  and 
the  other  of  mediation  5  which  were  both  received  by 
him  with  great  applaufes  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the 
peace,  and  the  recovery  of  his  majefly's  favour  and 
friendlhip  to  this  ftate. 

Upon  Sunday  afternoon,  the  prefident,  to  whom  I 
had  delivered  my  letters,  came  to  me,  and  told  me, 
he  was  ordered  by  the  ftates-general  to  attend  me 
with  the  account  or  their  having  perufed  his  majefty's 
letters;  upon  the  firft,  he  made  me  their  compliment^ 
which  being  chiefly  peribnal,  need  no  relation.  Upon 
the  letters  which  carried  his  majefly's  offer  of  media- 
tion, he  faid.  Without  doubt,  tfie  States  would  receive 
it  with  joy  and  with  thanks;  but  being  engaged 
to  fcveral  allies,  they  could  not  do  it  without  firft 
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communicating  it  to  them ;  which  they  would  do 
immediately,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  they  queftioned 
not  to  induce  them  to  accept  it  too.  I  told  him, 
that  the  empercM'  and  Spain  having  put  their  delay  in 
accepting  or  it  upon  their  allies,  by  whom  I  under- 
ftood  the  ftates  to  be  meant  -,  I  expedted,  at  lead, 
that  the  ftates  would  have  accepted  it,  as  to  them- 
felves,  or  their  part  in  the  quarrel.  But  he  faid,  that 
itfelf  could  not  be  done  by  their  agreement,  without 
a  communication,  which  they  hoped  his  majefty  would 
not  interpret  ill,  fince  it  could  produce  but  the  delay 
of  fome  few  days,  and  was  meant  to  extend  the  ac- 
ceptance of  their  allies.  I  defired  him  to  let  the 
ftates  know,  however,  what  I  had  expefted  in  this 
point  •,  and  alked  him,  whether  they  would  not  have 
been  glad,  that  upon  his  majefty's  offer  of  niediation 
to  all  the  parties,  France  had  refiifed  it,  or  made  dif- 
ficulties upon  it,  and  the  confederates  had  accepted 
it  with  the  beft  grace  that  could  be  ?  he  confefled  he 
would;  upon  which,  I  told  him.  Then  they  had 
leafon  to  be  forry  that  juft  the  contrary  had  hap- 
pened. He  feemed  to  be  touched,  and  faid,  he  would 
likewife  report  this  to  the  ftates. 

I  have  not  fince  been  able  to  fee  thepenfioner,  nor 
the  prefident  of  the  week ;  and  therefore  (hall  only 
fay  m  general,  that  though  the  aflurances  I  received 
from  the  firft,  and  the  account  I  had  from  the  laft, 
feem  a  little  different ;  yet  I  am  confident  his  majefty 
may  reckon  that  an  obftruftion  of  the  peace  will  not 
arte  fi-om  hence.  For,  befides  the  general  difpofi- 
tions  and  interefts  of  traders,  and  the  jealoufies  natural 
between  the  civil  and  military  power;  I  find  their 
payments  are  on  all  hands  too  great  to  be  long  con- 
tinued ;  their  hopes  are  very  moderate  from  the  fuc- 
cefles  of  their  armies  or  fleets ;  and  I  fee  no  advan- 
tages that  they  propofe  to  .tliemfelves,  though  both 
Ihould  profper,  beiide  the  running  France  a  little 
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more  out  of  breath,  fo  that  the  peace  may  be  proba-^ 
ble  to  laft  the  longer, 

I  find  the  penfioner  is  the  great  man  here,  and  afts. 
all  under  the  prince's  influence,  though  not  without 
fome  diftafte  among  the  richer  fort  of  people  in  the 
towns.  He  is  a  perfon  whofe  difpofitions  may,  I  am  , 
confident,  be  proved  to  make  him  as  partial  to 
England,  as  thofe  of  his  predeceflbr  were  efteemed  to 
France,  m  cafe  there  were  any  compofition  of  thofe 
two  intcrefts  here.  The  point  upon  which  I  judge 
this  to  turn  chiefly,  is  that  of  religion,  in  which  I  find 
him,  by  his  difcourfes,  very  warm-,  and  hear  by 
others  that  he  hath  it  very  much  at  heart.  I  am 
ever.  Sir,  your  moft,  £s?f. 

7i  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

MayitpleafeyourHighnefs,  Hague,  Aug.  j,  1674.' 
npHough  I  could  not  kifs  your  highnefs's  hands, 
-*•  in  the  way  I  defired,  immediately  upon  my  ar- 
rival here,  yet  I  could  not  forbear  the  doing  of  it  this 
way,  upon  the  very  firft  occafion  \  and  affuring  your 
higlmefs,  with  how  much  ambition,  both  of  attend-- 
ing  and  ferving  you,  I  enter  upon  this  employment ; 
which,  without  thefe  motives,  would  be  but  a  point 
of  mere  obedience,  and  not  at  all  of  inclination.  This, 
I  am  fure,  your  highnefs  will  believe,  when  I  have 
the  honour  of  entertaining  you  upon  thofe  points, 
wherein  his  majefly  has  pleafed  to  inftruft  me,  and 
which  makes  me  fo  impatient  to  attend  you,  that  I 
(hall  not  ftay  to  fatisfy  the  forms  here,  but  only  to  re- 
cover health  enough  for  another  journey  and  paflTage 
of  fea,  that  ufed  me  very  ill.  I  hope  this  will  happen 
within  a  day  or  two,  and  give  me  theoccafion  both  of 
acquitting  myfelf  of  his.  majcfly*s  commands,  and 
of  cxpreffing  fome  part  of  that  devotion  wherewith  I 
Vol.  IV.  D  have 
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have  been  fo  long,  and  Ihall  be  ever,  Sir,  yourhigB>* 
nefs's,  6f^. 


To  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefe,  Hague,  Aug*  1 8. 1674.. 
'ITTT'Hatever  the  fucceflcs  of  the  late  battle  have 
^^  been,  or  the  confequences  Ihall  prove,  your 
highnefs  may  be  content  to  hear  ftom  a  plain  man, 
and  who  has  no  vein  of  flattery  about  him,  that  the 
accounts  of  your  friends,  your  allies,,  and  your  ene- 
mies, how  much  foever  they  differ  in  other  points,, 
yet  agree  perfeftly  in  giving  your  highnefe  all  the 
applaufes  and  renown  upon  this  occafion,  that  are  due 
to  the  greateft  captain  and  boldeft  foldier.  I  cannot 
but  give  your  highnefs  the  joy  of  it,  and  put  you  in 
mind,  at  the  fame  time,  how  reafonable  it  is,  that  im 
fuch  adventures  hereafter,  you  fhould  manage  your 
life  fomething  the  better,  for  having  managed  your 
glory  fo  well  in  this  *.  'Tis  not  fit  to^ve  your  high- 
nefs longer  interruptions,  and  therefore  I  fliall  enrf 
this  with  my  wilhes  for  yotfr  fafety,  fince  thofe  for 
your  fortunes  and  honour  have  fucceeded  fo  well.^ 
I  am  ever,  with  that  devotion  and  truth  which  become 
me.  Sir,  your  highnefs's  moft  humble  and  moft 
obedient  fervant. 

To  ny  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  September  4,  N.  S.  1674^ 
T  Was  very  glad  to  find,  by  yours  of  the  nth  pail, 
•*  the  good  intentions  with  which  the  marquis  dc- 
Frefno  parted  from  you.  If  he  can  infufe  them  into  the 
minifters  at  Madrid,  it  will  be  a  great  point  gained 
toward  the  peace,  and  fuch  as,  joined  to  the  difpofitionSi 

•  The  battle  of  Senefe. 
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we  {hall  meet  here,  will  not  leave  room  for  the  impe- 
rial councils  to  avoid  the  progrefs  of  it.     In  the  dif- 
courfes  I  hold  here  upon  this  fubjeft  with  the  chief 
|)erlbns  of  the  ftates,  when  1  tell  them  how  the  peace 
is  like  to  be  hindered  by  interefts  wholly  foreign  to 
theirs,  it  is  grown  a  common  word  amongft  them,  Je 
ne  dis  mot^  mats  je  voudrois  fort  la  paix :  and  you  may 
certainly  reckon  upon  all  that  can  be  done  towards  it 
from  hence,  when  this  campaign  ends;  and  before 
that,  I  am  apt  to  think  fo  much  that  nothing  will  be 
done,  as  to  believe  the  lefs  'tis  offered  at  the  better. 
Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius  left  the  prince  in  the  belief,  that 
there  would  be  another  battle ;  and  they  tell  me  here, 
there  is  fome  great,  defign  refolved  of  by  the  confede- 
rates, which  muft  be  fuddehly  executed ;  becaufe  all 
agree,  that  the  imperial  troops  have  orders  to  march 
towards  the  Rhine  by  the  middle  of  next  month.   Sir 
Gabriel  tells  me  likewife,  that  at  his  coming  away,  he 
aiked  the  prince,  whether  he  would  be  willing  I  fhould 
come  to  him  any  where  wWle  he  continued  in  the  field  ? 
but  that  his  highnefs  anfwered,  ^^ilferoit  fort  eloigner 
13  fes  marches  incertaineSj  que  la  campagne  s'achevroii 
hientct,  (if  qu*  alors  il  me  verroit  a  la  Haye.   Notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  which  is  no  more  than  I  have  known 
long  enough,  yet  I  have  fo  well  followed  your  lord- 
Ihip's  advice,  in  underftanding  what  had  pafTed,  juft 
as  the' prince  was  willing  I  ftiould,  that  I  am  pretty 
confident  I  fhall  be  as  well  with  him  at  his  return  as 
the  king  can  wifli,  for  the  advance  of  the  fervice  I  have 
in  charge.     I  am  affured  by  one,  to  whom  monfieur 
de  Mareftes  (the  French  minifter  here,  who  has  great 
credit  with  the  prince)  told  it  a  little  before  his  high- 
nefs left  the  Hague,  that  upon  difcourfe,  in  private, 
concerning  the  affairs  of  England,  and  my  coming 
over,  the  prince  faid,  ^7/  avoit  telle  opinion  de  ma 
probite  quUl  croiroit  tout  ce  que  je  lui  dirois  Id-defus : 
what  the  late  accident  between  us  may  have  produced, 
D  2  I  know 
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I  know  not ;  but  by  a  letter  I  received  this  mommg', 
in  anfwer  to  one  I  wrote  upon  the  late  fight,  I  could 
not  believe  any  thing  amifs  there.  I  fend  your  lord- 
jfhip  a  copy  of  it,  becaufe  this  is  his  own,  diough  the 
laft  might  very  well  be  another  ftyle,  as  you  guefled. 
I  likewife  inclofed  what  I  faid  to  the  ftates  at  my 
audience,  which  I  hope  his  majefty  will  find  conform- 
able to  what  he  intended,  which  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
know ;  and  for  the  reft  of  that  troublefome  ceremony,. 
I  will  only  tell  you,  that  it  paffed  very  well  on  all 
fides,  and  I  am  fure  on  mine,  with  a  great  deal  more 
expence  than  any  embafly  I  have  ever  leen  here;  which 
(confidering  the  courfe  of  my  natural  humour,  whert 
I  am  private)  his  majefty  may  very  well  attribute  to 
the  regard  of  his  honour ;  that  ought  to  be  the  greater^ 
the  worfe  I  found  die  reprefentations  made  from  Eng- 
land hither,  of  the  pofture  of  our  affairs,  and  elpecially 
of  the  revenue.  After  this,  I  am  like  to  be  idle  for  a. 
month  or  fix  weeks,,  that  is  till  the  return  of  the 
prince ;  and  if  I  am  left  to  myfelf,  I  will  not  be  too 
bufy,  which  is  a  part  rather  over-afted  by  my  brother^ 
ambaifador  here^  upon  the  point  of  mediation,  and  i& 

frown  to  be  taken  lor  fo  much  of  little  to  the  purpofe^ 
ut  when  the  prince  comes,  if  his  majefty  gives  me 
leave  to  take  my  times  and  ways,  and  continues  in  the 
mind  I  left  him,  of  defiring  fuch  a  peace  as  might 
leave  Flanders  defenfible,  and  can  but  procure  powers^ 
from  Spain  to  any  perfon  within  my  reach  here ;  I  am 
pretty  confident,  by  all  the  profpefts  I  have  on  every 
fide,  that  it  v/ill  be  a  bufinefs  within  compafs.  I  am 
not  lefs  confident  of  fetting  all  things  right  between  his 
majefty  and  die  prince,  and  thereby  preventing  the 
feeds  of  any  future  mifchiefs  in  the  royal  family ;  both 
which  works  I  defire  you  will  aflure  nis,maje(hr,  fliall 
be  purfued  with  all  niy  fkill  and  induftry,  ana  in  the 
ways  I  conceive  moft  conducing  to  their  fuccefs  •,  and 
if  I  have  die  honour  of  atchicving  them»  it  will  be 
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enough  for  fuch  a  flife  as  mine ;  and  the  king  will 
then  give  me  leave,  I  hope,  to  go  and  fleep  at  home, 
and  leave  my  fon  in  a  bufy  world,  whicn  requires 
men  fpirited  with  feme  other  heats  than  I  have  about 
me.  If  upon  his  coming  over,  you  can  find  any  thing 
you  would  have  faid  to  me,  tho'  he  be  young,  yet  I 
am  pretty  confident  he  may  be  trufted  with  it ;  for  he 
has  a  good  plain  fteady  head,  and  is  defirous  to  do 
well. 

I  do  not  trouble  you  with  any  current  news,  having 
caft  a  digeftion  of  all  that  occurs  here  of  that  kind 
upon  my  fecretary ;  as  being  unwilling  to  anfwer  for 
what  one  hears,  though  perhaps  it  may  be  fit  to  tell 
with  the  very  uncertainties  that  attend  it.  However, 
I  take  care  he  Ihall  be  as  well  informed  as  can  be 
compaflcd  in  this  place.  I  am  ever,  mod  afFeAionately, 
your,  ^€. 

To  my  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  4,  N.  S.  1674. 

T  Know  fo  well  how  many  neceflary  troubles  attend 
•*•  fo  great  perfons  as  your  lordfhip,  that  I  have  been 
very  unwilling  at  all  to  encreafe  them  by  any  that  are 
unneceffary  from  hence ;  and  fuch,  I  am  fure,  all 
mull  be  that  come  this  way,  fince  ^onr  lordfliip  has 
whatever  you  are  content  to  be  troubled  with  of  my 
conftant  difpatches  to  Mr.  Secretary.  However,  I 
could  not  latisfy  mjrlelf  to  be  wholly  out  of  your 
memory,  and  therefore  refolved  to  make  an  ill  way  to 
it  rather  than  none ;  tho'  I  had  much  rather  put  in  my 
claim  to  it,  by  ferving  your  lordfhip,  than  by  trou- 
bling you.  The  difpofitions  here  are  ftrong  towards 
a  peace,  and,  I  hear,  they  are  not  weak  in  France, 
Spain  would  be  glad  to  make  a  good  war,  but'  fears 
an  ill  one ;  which,  by  the  divifion  of  their  councils 
and  minifters,  may  well  fall  to  their  Ihare.  The  empe- 
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ror  is  moft  eager  of  the  four  to  keep  up  the  ball, 
being  armed  at  others  coft,  and  growing  into  greater 
confideration  by  it  at  home,  whatlbever  he  does  abroad. 
Sweden  would,  I  believe,  be  glad  to  draw  the  ftakes 
they  have  in  their  keeping,  without  entering  into  the 
game  ;  and  though  they  have  treaties  concluded  with 
France,  and  begin  to  arm  with  their  money,  yet  they 
prefs  on  the  mediation  with  all  the  inftances  they  can, 
in  hope  that  way  to  excufe  themfelves  from  any  fliarc 
in  this  yearns  aftion.  Denmark  only  obferves  the 
motion  of  that  crown,  and  will  be  ever  in  theother  fcale. 

The  prince  of  Orange  is,  I  doubt,  refolved  to  have 
more  honour  yet  before  this  campaign  ends,  though  he 
had  his  full  fhare  of  it  i/i  the  laft  aftion  of  Seneffe,  and 
more  than  his  fhare  of  the  danger.  This  makes  us 
here  cxpeft  another  battle  or  fiege  very  fuddcnly  -,  and 
while  fo  great  adventures  are  ftirring,  no  man  can 
judge  the  events  of  the  year.  I  inclofe  a  copy  of 
what  I  faid  to  the  ftates  laft  wcdc  at  my  public 
audience,  that  your  lordfliip  may  judge  whether  it  |?c 
conformable  to  his  majefty's  Jntentions,  which  you 
are  better  acquainted  with. 

Amoi^  the  many  pieces  of  juftice  your  lordfhip 
does  every  day  to  indifferent  men,  I  hope  you  will  not 
refufe  me  that  of  believing  me  always  what  I  am  with 
paffion  and  truth,  my  ford,  your  lordfhip*s  moft 
faithful,  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

SIR,  Hague,  Sept.  17,  N.  S.  1674- 

'TPHIS  day  I  received  a  vifit  from  the  penfioner, 
■*-  wherein  he  told  me,  firft,  that  by  letters  from 
Vienna  he  had  creat  hopes  given  him,  that  his  majefty's 
mediation  would  be  accepted  by  that  court,  and  that 
this  advice  was  feconded  by  the  emperor's  minifters 
here;  though  he  faid,  he  found  by  both,  that  his 
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majcfty*s  fubjefts  having  Kad  fo  great  a  fhare  in  the 
laft  aftion  between  monfieur  Turenne  and  the  imperial 
forces,  was  taken  very  unkindly  by  that  court,  and 
other  princes  of  the  empire.  He  told  me  bcfides,  that 
he  had  a  particular  advice  from  the  ftates  minifters  at 
Vienna,  that  monfieurTuffendorf,  the  Swcdifh  envoy 
there,  endeavoured  under-hand  all  he  could  to  hinder 
the  accepting  his  m^efly's  mediation  by  that  court, 
which  he  (the  penfioner)  could  not  apprehend  the 
reafonof;  unlcfs  it  were,  that  the  Swedes  had  no  mind 
to  fee  the  prefent  game  end  without  making  yet  fomc 
more  advantages  of  it ;  or  that  they  had  a  defire  to  re- 
main the  (ble  arbiter  of  the  Munfter  jDcace  -,  whereas, 
the  interpretation  of  fome  articles  of  it  might  be  refer- 
red to  his  majefly,  in  cafe  his  mediation  fliould  now 
be  accepted  by  the  empire.  But  upon  this  point  the 
penfioner  concluded,  that  if  this  matter  (houidlDe  much 
longer  delayed,  by  either  the  court  at  Vienna,  or 
Madrid,  tMs  ftate  would  let  them  know,  that  they 
abfolutely  accepted  his  majefly's  mediation,  which  he 
did  not  doubt  would  be  followed  by  a  concurrence 
fi-om  them  both. 

After  this,  he  told  me,  that  upon  the  reprefentations 
he  had  made  to  the  prince  of  what  had  paflcd  between 
us  here  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  peace,  he  had  received 
orders  from  his  highnefs  to  come  to  me,  and  defired 
to  know  more  particularly  what  his  majefty*s  inten- 
tions were  in  this  matter,  and  upon  what  terms  his 
majefty  defired  the'  peace  fhould  be  made ;  and  to 
aflure  me,  that  when  he  knew  them,  his  highnefs 
would  endeavour  that  this  ftate  Ihould  comply  all 
that  could  be  with  them  -,  and  that,  as  to  what  con- 
cerned themfelves,  he  knew  they  would  be  content  to 
leave  all  to  his  majefty's  own  arbitrage  -,  and  he  did 
not  doubt,  though  they  could  not  treat  apart  from 
their  allies,  yet  they  might  go  a  great  way  in  difpofing 
them  to  receive  any  overture  that  fhould  be  made  of  a 
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fafc  and  lafting  peace.  He  told  me  farther,  that  his 
orders  from  the  prince  were  to  enter  into  this  matter 
only  with  me,  and  without  the  communication  of  their 
ambaffadors  in  England,  becaufe  he  thought  it  was 
the  better,  the  fewer  hands  it  paflcd. 

I  told  the  penfioner,  I  would  not  fail  letting  his 
majefly  know  all  that  he  had  faid  to  me  from  the 
prince,  and  returning  him  an  anfwer  more  particular- 
ly, fo  foon  as  I  recciyed  it  •,  in  the  mean  time,  I  was 
fure,  that  it  would  be  taken  kindly  by  his  majefty  j 
and  that  the  more  confidence  he  exprefled  of  the  king*s 
kindnefs  to  him,  as  well  as  of  the  juftice  in  the  bufi- 
nefs   of  the  mediation,    the  more  reafon  he  would 
have  to  rely  upon  both.     That  for  the  terms  of  the 
peace,  I  could  only  fay  in  general,  that  his  majefly 
defired,  as  well  as  they,  tliat  it  may  be  lafting  and 
fafe,  being  equally  concerned  in  preserving  Flanders, 
which  was  only  in  danger;    but  for  particulars,    I 
thought  it  was  not  the  part  of  a  mediator^to  propofe 
the  terms,  but  rather  receive  fuch  as  fliould  be  pro- 
pofed  by  both  parties,  and  endeavour  to  agree  them, 
by  moderating  what  fliould  feem  exceflive,  and  find- 
ing expedients  for  what  was  difficult  in  either  of  thefc 
demands.     That  on  the  French  fide,  all  being  in  the 
hands  of  one  prince,  it  might  be  rcfolved  in  a  day ;  • 
but  the  interefts  and  intentions  of  feveral  confederates 
were  harder  to  agree  upon ;  and  dierefore  I  thought  the 
propofitions  towards  a  peace  ought  to  berin  from 
thence ;  which  if  his  majefty  were  once  poffeflcd  of, 
he  would  endeavour  to  make  them  go  as  far  as  they 
could  with  France ;  therefore  I  told  him,  that  as  I 
would  tranfmit  to  his  majefty  the  prince's  defire  of 
knowing  the  king's  intentions  in  this  matter,  fo  they 
ought  to  know  what  terms  Spain  propofed  to  them- 
felves,  after  a  campaign  paft  with  fo  great  expeftation 
and  fo  little  advantage  on  the  confederate  fide. 
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The  penfioner  told  me,  I  had  reafon  in  all  I  f^id, 
and  that  he  would  fpeak  with  don  Emanuel  de  Lyra^ 
who  he  found  had  10  good  credit  ip  this  court,  that 
he  had  never  yet  been  difavowed  in  any  thing  he  had 
undertaken  for.  He  faid,^  he  knew  it  was  a  difad- 
vantageous  time  for  them  to  talk  of  a  peace  now, 
but  that,  he  hoped,  they  might  yet  have  fome  fuc- 
cefs  before  the  campaign  ended,  which  he  defired  for 
nothing  fo  much,  as  for  the  Iboner  obtaining  the 
peace,  fince  it  might  look  unreafonable  for  them  to 
demand  the  reftiturion  of  places  conquered  in  Flanders 
laft  war ;  and  yet  it  was  abfolutely  unfafe  for  them  to 
have  that  country  in  the  pofture  it  was  upon  the 
treaty  of  Aix ;  that  if  this  could  be  admitted,  they  were 
furc  of  the  peace,  for  he  had  received  new  inftances 
from  the  count  d'Eftrades,  by  the  penfioner  of  Mae- 
ftricht,  who  had  been  with  him  again  that  very  moriv 
ing,  and  affured  him,  that  what  the  count  propofed 
was  not  only  from  himfelf,  hut  by  orders  from  his 
mailer^  and  hereupon  he  repeated  to  me  what  I 
wrote  to  you  before  of  that  propofition,  which  was 
grounded  upon  the  treaty  of  Aix,  the  reftoring  com- 
merce to  the  ftate  as  it  was  in  1662 ;  and  Maeftricht 
to  the  prince  of  Orange,  but  not  to  the  Spaniard; 
From  this  he  fell  into  the  fcheme  of  their  prefcnt 
affairs,  affuring  himfelf  of  Grave  in  a  fortnight's  time ; 
of  the  imperial  army  on  the  Rhine  growing  very 
ftrong,  and  monfieur  Turenne's  very  weak,  as  like- 
wife  monfieur  Schomberg's  in  RoufiUon,  where  the 
campaign  was  but  now  beginning ;  and  for  the  reft, 
cxci^g,  as  well  as  he  could,  the  iU  fuccefs  ojf  their 
fleet  under  monfieur  •de  Ruyter,  and  faying,  they 
Ihould  draw  four  thoufand  men  out  of  it  upon  their 
coming  home  for  re-inforcing  their  armies ;  and  a 
great  deal  of  this  kind,  wmch  fignified  no  more 
than  the  rcfolution  of  making  the  reft  of  this  campaign. 
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In  die  mean  time,  his  majefly  has  it  in  his  choice 
to  open  a  negotiation  of  the  peace,  either  by  telling 
them  here  his  own  thoughts  or  intentions  as  to  the 
terms  of  it,  or  elfe,  by  receiving  from  them  fucli 
j)ropofitions  upon  it,  as  may  be  fim  digefted  here  be* 
tween  don  Emanuel  de  Lyra  and  the  penfioner,  and 
this  I  (hall  endeavour  all  I  can  to  bnng  to  fome 
head  -,  and,  let  it  be  as  rough  as  it  will  at  firft,  it 
will  be  the  pi-oper  part  of  a  mediator  afterwards  to 
work  it  into  the  beft  form  that  it  is  capable  of  re- 
cciving.  Fof  this  end  I  am  rcfolved  to  find  out 
fome  eitpedient  or  other  to  meet  with  don  Emanuel 
de  Lyra,  who  hath  not  yet  feen  me,  upon  the  points 
of  ceremony  that  lie  between  our  charafbers.  For  the 
prefent,  I  fhall  only  fay,  upon  the  whole  matter,  that 
I  believe,  in  cafe  France  can  be  induced  to  leave  fuch 
a  frontier  in  Flanders  as  may  be  thought  defenfible, 
and  fo  leave  no  fufpicions  of  their  defign  to  begin  a 
new  war  when  they  are  m  a  better  poftutc,  and  thefe 
countries  in  a  worfe  to  purfue  it ;  the  bufinels  of  the 
peace  will  hardly  fail,  nor  any  intereft,  either  private 
or  foreign,  prevail  with  this  ftate^  to  go  on  with  the 
war.  But,  on  the  other  fide,  if  this  point  cannot  be 
gained,  I  believe  the  difpofitions  here,  how  paffion^fce 
foever  towards  a  peace,  will  not  have  the  force  to 
bring  it  about;  but  diat  they  will  rather  content 
themfdvcs  to  leflen  their  own  charge,  by  fending  out 
no  more  fleets,  and  only  maintaining  a  body  of  flve- 
and- twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  men  at  land,  which,, 
as  auxiliary  forces,  may,  upon  occafion,  join  with 
the  Imperial  or  Spanifh  troops,  who  fhall  be  left  as 
principal  in  the  war.  '  I  am  e\fer.  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

SIR,  Hague,  September  13,  N. S.  1674. 
T  N  one  of  my  late  letters  I  gave  you  notice  of  tha 
•*  many  complaints  made  me  by  the  Englifh  mer- 
chants here,  concerning  the  feizure  of  their  ihips  by 
the  French  and  Spanim  privateer^  to  the  great  diP- 
couragement  of  our  trade,  and  dalp^  of  his  maje* 
fly's  lubgeds.  The  merchants  here  were  not  content^ 
it  feems,  -with  the  promifes  I  made  thtim  of  rcpre- 
fenting  this  matter  to  the  king ;  but  have  fince  fent 
me  a  Tormal  petition  upon  this  fubgeft  (which  I  here 
inclofe)  and  written  to  me,  at  the  &me  time  a  very 
eameft  letter  to  recommend  it  to  yoyr  favour,  which 
I  cotdd  not  ref uie  to  do,  believing  it  indeed  myfelf 
to  be  a  bulinefs  of  the  feme  confequence  they  repre- 
fcnt  it,  and  therefore  very  well  worthy  of  his  maje- 
fty^s  conliderations;  for  the  matter  of  pailes,  men- 
tioned in  their  petition,  I  have  hitherto  refufed  to 
^vethem,  as  having  received  no  orders  in  that  point; 
though  the  merchants  here  pretend  to  have  notice  from 
England,  that  fuch  orders  have  been  tranfmitted  to 
me.  When  they  come  I  fhall  obey  them,  but  in 
the  mean  time  have  exculed  myfelf,  notwithftanding 
all  their  importunity. 

I  fhall  increafe  this  trouble  no  farther,  than  by  my 
piofeffions  of  being  always.  Sir,  your  moft  faithful 
humble  fervanc 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

SIR,  Hague,  Oftober  5,  N.  S.  1674. 

T  Have  none  fixMn  you-of  late  to  acknowledge,  and 
•*  doubt  I  lie  too  much  out  of  your  way  to  expedt 
any  longer  the  honour  of  that  correfpondence  with 
which  my  empbyment  here  began,  .and  which  I 
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cfteemed  one  of  the  beft  circumftances  that  attended 
it.  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon  gave  me  notice  laft  poll  both 
of  his  promotion  and  of  the  affairs  of  this  province 
being  fallen  under  his  care,  as  likewife  of  what  com- 
mands his  majefly  had  that  day  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  me ;  whereupon  I  make  him  this  day  the 
ufual  difpatch  in  return.  I  know  not  whether  by  this 
change  you  will  be  able  to  get  wholly  out  of  my  reach  •, 
becaufe,  you  know,  it  is  hard  for  a  man  to  lofe  a 
good  haunt  or  an  ill  cuftom  -,  and  I  fhall  not  be  con- 
tent to  forfeit  the  profeffion  of  your  favour  or  me- 
mory, for  want  of  fometimes  laying  claim  to  it.  I 
muft,  however,  rejoice  with  you  upon  your  removal 
to  better  climates,  and  more  profperous  fcenes ;  elpe- 
cially  at  a  time  when  the  affairs  of  this  have  fo  very 
ill  an  afpeft,  hj  the  diflcntions  and  diftrufts  among 
the  generals  of  the  confederates,  which,  I  may  teU 
you,  are  to  the  laft  degree,  and  the  moft  criminal ; 
and  fiKh,  as  have  not  only  ruined  their  affairs  this 
campaign,  but  muft  do  fo  while  thefe  men  are  in 
play.  I  will  not  give  you  both  a  long  and  an  unne- 
ceflary  trouble  -,  what  ufe  you  will  make  of  me  here, 
and  in  what  degree,  fhall  be  in  your  own  dilpofal ; 
for  no  man  is  with  more  truth  nor  efteem  than  I  am> 
Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  Oftober  5,  N.  S.  1674- 

'T^Hough  I  gave  you  joy  of  the  Secretary's  place 
"*-  before  I  came  away,  and  defired  your  proteftion, 
as  looking  then  upon  it  as  a  thing  done ;  yet  find- 
ing by  the  laft  ordinary,  that  you  were  but  now 
newly  entered  upon  the  a£tualpoiIeifion  of  it,  I  could 
not  forbear  renewing  the  expreffions  that  become  me 
upon  both  thofc  fubjefts,  and  wiihing  you  the  honour, 
^d  his  majefly  the  Service,  that  you  both  propofe  to 
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yourfelves  by  this  promotion.  I  know  very  well  the 
compliments  I  can  make  you  will  be  loft,  as  they 
deferve,  among  many  pthers  you  will  receive  upon 
diis  occafion  •,  and  therefore  I  fliall  not  increafe  them, 
or  give  a  long  and  unneceflary  interruption  in  the 
midft of  fo much  and fovarious  bufinefs,  as niuft have 
fallen  upon  you  with  this  advancement.;  but  Ihall 
end  this  trouble  with  the  profeflions  of  my  "being* 
Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  the  Prince. 

Hague,  Oftober  15.  N.  S.  1^74. 
May  it  pleaie  your  Highneis, 

1  Cannot  forbear  rejoicing  with  your  highnefs  upon 
your  nearer  approach  to  thefe  countries,  and  wifh- 
ing  you  all  fucceis  in  the  defigns  that  have  brought 
you  where  you  are,  and  hindered  your  coming  rar- 
ther  at  prcfent,  though  your  highnefs's  perfon  may  be 
neceflfary  here  as  weU  as  in  other  places.  In  my  laft» 
I  gave  your  highnefs  an  account  of  what  I  faid  to  the 
ftates  at  my  audience,  and  therein  the  general  fcope 
of  my  prefent  embafly,  as  to  what  concerns  his  ma- 
jcfty*s  difpofitions,  both  in  relation  to  his  own  peace 
with  his  coiintries,  and  to  the  general  peace  of 
Chriftendom.  Your  highnefs  will  have  received,  be- 
fore this  comes  to  you,  from  his  majcfty's  own  hands^ 
and  at  length,  what  you  could  delire  more  of  his  par- 
ticular kindnefs  to  your  highnefs's  perfon  andinterefts, 
and  of  his  intentions  upon  the  fubjed  of  the  peace, 
both  as  to  the  prefervation  of  Flanders  and  guaranty 
of  the  peace;  if  it  were  once  concluded,  towards 
which  your  highnefs  muft  furnifli  the  firft  mate- 
rials. 

If,  upon  this  occafion,  your  highnefs  has  any  com- 
mands to  lay  upon  me,  I  Ihould  ht  very  glad  to  know, 
wjiethcr  you  plcafe  to  have  me  attend  them  here  till 
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your  return  to  this  place,  or  think  fit  to  convey 
them  to  me  by  monfieur  Fagcl,  or  any  other  peribn; 
or  whcdicr  you  will  command  me  to  wait  upon  you 
at  any  place  or  time  you  fhall  pleafe  to  appoint :  in 
the  mean  time,  I  pray  God  continue  your  hig^mefs's 
health  and  fafety,  according  to  the  conftant  wifhes 
of,  Sir,  your  highneis's,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Chamberlain. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oftober  16,  N.  S.  1674. 

'TpHE  laft  pacquets  brought  me  yours  of  the 
•*  29th  paft,  wmch  was  in  all  parts  of  it  both  ufe- 
iul  and  welcome  to  me,  excepting  only  the  excufes 
k  began  with,  upon  the  arrear  you  mention  oS  fo 
many  ktteiis  during  your  illnefs  and  abfence  from 
town.  How  unneccfl&ry  any  fuch  expreffions  were  to 
me,  you  will  eafily  judge  by  my  having  continued 
conftantly  the  courie  of  writing  whenever  I  had  any 
occafion,  which  I  did,  and  ihall  do,  upon  the  belief 
you  are  content  it  fhould  be  fo,  whemer  you  write 
or  no,  till  you  difcourage  me  in  it.  I  was  very 
glad  to  find  by  the  ftyle  of  your  letter  that  your  health 
was  grown  better,  and  your  temper  not  at  all  worfe. 
fince  the  ill  accidents  that  have  latdy  fallen  out  5 
fenou^,  indeed,  to  ftiake  th^m  both,  if  they  had  not 
been  firm  at  bottom.  The  beft  wilh  I  can  make  you 
is,  that  you  may  long  enjoy  and  continue  them  both, 
efpecially  that  aquam  rebus  in  arduis  feruare  mentemy 
which  I  take  to  be  cither  the  beft  pofleffion  we  bring 
wth  us  into  this  world,  or  the  beft  acquifidon  we  can 
make  while  we  are  in  it. 

I  muft  acknowledge  the  honour  his  majefty  does  me, 
and,  indeed,  the  credit  he  thereby  gives  me  with  the 
prince,  by  the  communication  or  what  was  the  fub- 
Itance  pf  his  laft  letter,   which,   I  think,    was^  the 
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ri^teft  underftood  that  could  be,  and  cannot  but 
produce  fome  good  efFeft  •,  either  by  pipcuring  a  direft 
aniwer  from  the  prince  upon  the  main  point,  or,  at 
leaft,  by  introducing  me  in  the  beft  manner  into  the 
overtures  and  negotiation  of  it  when  I  fee  the  prince, 
which  cannot  be  far  off.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  yours  written  to  his 
highnefs  juft  the  points  you  direfted  me  in,  and,  in 
a  manner,  the  very  terms  you  give  me;  dcfiring  to 
know,  whether  he  will  have  me  attend  his  return 
hither,  or  fend  me  his  commands  by  monfieur  Fagel^ 
or  any  other  perfon,  or  have  me  wait  upon  him  in  any 
place  or  time  he  fhall  pleafe  to  command. 

I  have  never  heard  nx>m  him  fince  I  gave  his  high* 
nefs  an  account  of  what  I  faid  to  the  ftates  at  my  audi- 
ence, and  therein  the  fcope  of  his  majefty's  diipofitions 
concerning  the  peace,  with  the  offers  of  his  mediation^ 
which  made  me  think  he  would  be  ftanch  in  all  that 
matter  till  the  campaign  ended;  and,  perhaps,  the 
colder  he  is,  the  lefs  he  Ihould  be  prefled  till  the 
courfe  of  things  and  occafions  bring  him  about,  and 
difpofc  him  rather  to  Iblicit  his  majefly*s  offices  thaa 
decline  them.  This,  I  believe,  may  happen  at  his 
return  hither,  efpecially  if  Grave  Ihould  be  taken^ 
which  would  ftill  increafe  the  violent  inclinations  to 
the  peace,  which  grow  every  day  in  thefe  provinces  ; 
efpecially  in  Holland,  and  mod  of  all  in  the  town  of 
Amfterdam,  which  begins  to  apprehend  a  lofs  of 
trade,  that  will  hardly  be  recovered  after  any  long 
courlc  into  another  channel. 

By  what  I  can  find  from  don  Emanuel  de  Lyra^ 
the  difpofitions  at  Madrid  are  ftrong  towards  a  peace 
too,  fo  it  might  leave  no  prolpeft  of  a  new  war ; 
and  though  I  fufpeft  the. intentions  at  Vienna,  iipon 
the  emperor's  power  at  home,  as  well  as  his  confide- 
ration  abroad,  encreafing  fo  much  and  fo  evidently 
by  the  war;  yet  knowing  how  abfolutely  that  court 
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muft  depend  upon  Spain  and  Holland,  from  whom 
they  draw  the  lubfidies  that  maintain  their  armies ;  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  not  only  his  majefly's  mediation 
would  be  eafily  accepted  by  all  parties,  but  the  abfo- 
lute  arbitrage  of  all  matters  in  difference  would  be  left 
in  his  hands,  in  cafe  the  confederates  were  but  poflef- 
fed  with  an  opinion  of  his  majefly*s  beine  impartial  in 
the  matter ;  to  which,  I  hope,  his  laft  ^courfe  with 
the  marquis  of  Frefno,  and  letter  to  the  prince,  may 
may  have  a  great  deal  contributed. 

The  emperor's  refident  here  told  me  two  days 
fince,  that  court  was  refolved  to  accept  his  majefty*s 
mediation ;  Mais  toujour s  fous  Vaveu  de  VEJpagne : 
and  that  they  were  upon  choice  of  a  perfon  to  be  fent 
over  fuddenly  with  public  charafter  into  England. 
The  Dutch  mmifter  writes  to  the  dates,  that  the 
emperor  will  not  accept  the  mediation  till  his  maje- 
fty's  forces  are  recalled  out  of  France ;  but  the  refi- 
dent here  fays,  there  is  no  fuch  condition  mentioned; 
though  he  adds,  modeftly,  it  would  be  a  great  in- 
ducement to  the  emperor,  and  help  to  farisfy  the 
princes  of  Germany  with  the  emperor's  coming  to  that 
refolution,  who  took  it  to  heart  to  fee  fuch  a  body  of 
Englilh  en  tous  ks  dimelis  durant  toute  cette  campagne. 
Befides,  I  muft  needs  tell  you,  that  the  Dutch  am- 
baffadors  have  made  fuch  reprefentations  of  the  dilpo- 
fitions  and  intentions  of  our  court  being  fo  abfolutely 
in  favour  of  France,  that  they  are  very  apt  here  to 
interpret  the  inftances  we  make  towards  a  peace  to  be 
concerted  with  France;  and  fome  of  them  tell  me 
plainly  and  frankly,  they  knew  the  king  would  not 
make  them,  if  France  did  not  defire  the  peace,  and 
find  it  neceflary  for  their  afiairs.  When  I  fay,  their 
ambafladors,  I  do  not  mean  monfieur  Odyke,  nor 
what  they  have  written  fince  his  being  there ;  but  I 
reflefted  upon  a  pafiage,  which  one  ofthe  ftates  told 
me  was  in  a  late  letter  from  the  other  ambafladors ; 
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Monjieur  Odyke  nous  affiure  que  le  Roy  a  defort  bonnes 
difpojitions  pour  nStre  Etat. 

The  late  afition  near  Strafburgh  will  prove,  I  believe, 
at  laft,  to  have  been  a  drawn  bufmefs,  and  leave  each 
party  the  pretence  of  a  viftory,  as,  I  fee,  it  has  done 
t)f  the  field  :  I  am  forry  to  hear  his  majelly's  fubjefts 
have  fuffercd  fo  much  in  it ;  and  doubt  it  will  make 
way  for  a  greater  battle  (hortly,  in  cafe  the  Branden- 
burgh  forces  come  up  on  the  imperial  fide  5  and  both 
the  troops  of  the  Ban,  and  detachment  from  the  prince 
of  Conde,  on  the  French;  both  which,  I  find,  are 
fuddenly  expefted.  "They  begin  now  to  apprehend 
Sweden's  entering  into  the  war,  which  muft  engagp 
Denmark,  and  open  a  greater  and  lon^r  fcene,  in 
all  appearance,  and  leave  his  majefty  the  o^ly  me- 
diator in  fo  general  a  quarrel. 

This  is  too  long  a  letter  to  one  that  is  but  newly 
lecovered,  and  engaged  in  fo  many  other  thoughts ; 
and  yet  it  muft  not  end  without  my  being  ever  your 
moft  faithful  and  humble  fervant, 

To  my  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  06t.  16  N.  S.  1674. 

'in HE  bearer  hereof^  Mr.  Edmund  Curtis,  has  an 
-■■  opinion  that  my  recommendation  may  have  fome 
value  with  your  lordlhip ;  and  I  have  too  much  va- 
nity in  this  point  to  difabufe  him.  Your  lordlhip  will, 
on  the  other  fide,  I  hope,  do  me  fo  much  juftice,  as 
to  believe  I  would  employ  my  intcrceflion  to  no  man, 
but  leaft  of  all  to  your  lordfhip,  where  I  were  not 
invited  to  it  by  what  I  efteemed  very  evidentally  juft 
and  reafonable,  as  I  do,  indeed,  think  this  affair; 
which  is  a  demand  of  fatisfaftion  from  the  town  of 
Newcaftle  for  having  faved  their  haven  from  being 
utterly  fpoiled,  and  by  a  piece  of  flcill  peculiar  to 
hjmfelf -,  which  was.  tlixeafon  of  his  majefty's  com- 
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manding  him  down  thither  upon  that  occafion.  He 
is  a  perlon  who  has  dcferved  well  from  his  majcfty 
in  fevcrai  matters  ;  and  in  whofe  juft  fupport  I  mufl: 
confefs  to  have  concerned  mylelf,  clpecially  his  affairs 
of  this  nature,  as  having  b^n  the  firft  that  put  him 
upon  this  invention  of  wreck-fifhing,  for  the  recovery 
of  his  majefly's  tin  caft  away  before  Oftend  in  the 
year  1666,  which  he  performed  with  great  fuccefe; 
as  he  has  done  feveral  others  likewife  "nee  upon  his 
royal  highnefs's  patent  for  fifteen  years ;  and  a  con- 
trad  hishighnefs  commanded  me  to  make  with  him 
in  1669  :  and  upon  which,  I  doubt  not,  but  he  would 
have  made  greater  advantages  to  himfelf  than  he  de- 
mands from  the  town  of  Newcaftle ;  hefides  confi- 
dcrable  ones  to  the  duke  this  fummer,  if  this  purfuit 
had  left  him  in  purfe,  and  at  liberty.  Your  lordfhip*5 
favour  and  countenance  to  him  in  this  affair,  which 
I  left  his  majefly  very  much  inclined  to,  will,  I  am 
fure,  agree  with  your  eminent  juftice  in  all  other  cafes^ 
and  will  do  me  a  gi-eat  deal  of  honour,  in  letting  him 
fee  that  you  are  plcafed  to  own  me  for,  my  lord, 
your,  i^c. 

Tcf  my  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Odober  16,  N.  S.  1^74. 
'TpHE  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Edmund  Curtis,  having 
■*-  an  affair  depending  before  the  council  with  the 
town  of  Newcaftle,  for  fatisfadion  of  clearing  and 
faving  their  harbour  by  a  piece  of  (kill  peculiar  to 
himfelf;  which  was  thecaufe.of  his  majefty*s  fend- 
ing him  thither,  to  that  purpofe  -,  he  has  defired  mc 
to  recommend  him  to  your  lordfhip*s  juft  protection  ; 
and  I  was  very  glad  of  an  occafion  6f  pretending  there- 
by to  be  in  fome  degree  of  your  lordlhip*s  lavoupf 
and  of  fupporting,  as  far  as  I  could,  a  man  I  have 
known  long,  and  a  cafe  I  cfteem  veiy  juft ;  and,   at 
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llic  fame  time,  of  pfofefling  myfclf,  my  lord,  youi; 
ibrdihip'is  moft  faithM  hUmble  fervant. 

Tcf  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  OAbber  26,  N.  S.  1674." 
Tk/f  Y  letters , coiild  never  pretend  thore  than  yoiif* 
^^  iordlhip's  pardonj  and  have  had  too  great  a 
return  in  the  libhoiir  I  tcfcfived  of  one  from  your 
lordlliip,  intended  rife,  by  my  fon,  wlio,  1  doubt, 
will  be  grown  too  proud  by  your  lordjlhip's  owning 
him  *:  but  he  is  yoiing,  and  may  live  to  deferve  fotiie 
place  in  your  fcfvice ;  which  wheiiyoii  pleafe  td  allow 
him,  I  ftall  own  him  no  longer  than  while  he  acquits 
hinifeif  weiL  I  fhould  be  extremely  glad  to,  receive 
the  ifmalldl:  command  from  your  lordflup  iii  that  par- 
ticular you  pleafe  to  mention,  or  ahy  other;  thatfd 
by  my  diligence  in  fmall  ortes  I  may, deferve  greater  j 
and  thereby  find  fome  better  wayS  of  acknowledging 
the  favours  I  have  received,  and  thfe  troubled,  t  have 
given  your  lordlhip^  than  by  increafing  them. 

TKe  notices  you  pleafe  tp  command  from  time  to 
time  of  any  thing  that  happens  extfaordinary,  fliall 
hot  fail  you.  As  to  tKe  inquiries  irt  yoUr  laft,  con- 
cerning the  difpofitibris  to  a  peace,  arid  their  tamper- 
ing with  France,  I  may  afllire  your  lordfhip,  that  the 
iirfl:  grow  veiy  violent ;  arid  will,  I  believe,  appear  fo 
more,  if  they  come  to  be  matters  of  Grave,  where  they 
are  engaged,  botli  ilpoh  honouf,  ^nd  revenge  of  fo 
many  men  as  it  has  cod:  them ;  arid  being  the  only 
place  of  theirs  remaining  ariiong  the  French  eoric^uefts 
(fince  they  have,  by  treaty,  quitted  Maeftricht  to  the 
Spaniards)  whenever  they  recover  it,  they  will,  I  be- 
lieve, begin  to  play  the  hiediators  in  the  reft  of  the 
quarrel.  But  that  which  makes  the  bent  of  the  people 
in  general  fo  paflionate  for  a  peace,  is  the  unmea- 
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furable  burden  of  their  taxes  ;'  and  the  intcreft  of  the 
trading  towns,  that  fay,  upon  all  occafions,  there  is 
none  gets  by  this  war  but  England ;  and  that,  if  it 
fliould  continue  a  year  of  two  longer,  the  general 
courfe  of  trade  would  run  fo  far  into  our  channel,  that 
they  Ihould  be  in  danger  never  to  recover  it.  Befides, 
the  rich  men  here  are  generally  oftheArminian  party, 
and  jealous  of  the  prince's  greatnefs,  which  muft  in- 
creafe  by  a  war.  So  as  all  thefe  humours  flowing  to- 
gether make  a  current  that  nothing  can  flrem,  but 
the  force  of  their  engagements  to  their  confederates ; 
and  of  their  intereft  in  preferving  of  Flanders  to  fuch 
a  degree,  and  in  fuch  a  pofture  as  may  leave  France 
without  the  defign  of  another  war  that  way  -,  or,  in 
cafe  they  attempt  it,  may  prove  a  ftrong  bulwark  to 
thefe  countries,  andeafilydefenfible  by  their  affiftances, 
without  entering  as  principals  into  the  war. 

By  this  your  lordfhip  will  eafily  conclude,  that  no 
obftruftion  to. the  peace  is  like  to  come  from  hence ; 
but  from  Spain,  or -the  emperor.  For  Spain,  their  go- 
vernment is  fo  broken  by  the  faftion  of  the  mini- 
fters,  and  minority  of  their  king,  that  they  jSnd  them- 
felves  very  unfit  for  any  great  a?lion  in  the  world;  and 
fo  would,  I  am  confident,  be  very  glad  of  a  peace ; 
provided  it  might  leave  them  out  of  fear  of  anodier 
invafion  from  France ;  and  fo  they  may  neither  be 
compelled  to  fo  vaft  an  expence,  as  the  maintaining  of 
great  armies  in  time  of  peace,  nor  defpair  of  defend^ 
mg  their  country  whenever  a  war  fhould  begin  :  and 
they  think  neither  of  thefe  can  be  brought  about  by  a 
peace  upon  the  terms  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  which  left 
Flanders  neither  of  a  fize  to  keep  great  armies,  nor 
of  a  figure  to  be  defended  by  fmall. 

For  thefe  reafons,  though  the  want  of  fuccefs  this 
campaign  has  made  them,  I  believe,  willing  to  come 
to  a  peace,  much  under  the  terms  of  the  Pyrenees ; 
which  were  fixed  by  the  confederates  upon  the  laft 
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treaty  between  the  houfe  of  Auftria  and  this  ftate; 
yet,  I  doubt,  they  will  rather  try  another  campaign, 
upon  the  hopes  of  what  their  prefent  conjunftion  may 
yet  produce,  than  end  the  war  juft  where  it  begim. 

For  the  emperor,  I  doubt  more  the  difpofitions  to 
a  peace  on  his  fide,  than  any  of  the  reft ;  finding 
himielf  powerfully  «armcd,  and  at  others  coft,  and 
thereby  his  confideration  growing  greater  every  day 
in  the  empire,  whatever  it  does  abroaa.  Befides,  what- 
ever battles  may  coft,  the  refovirces  of  men  are  fo 
great  in  Germany,  that  they  can  never  fail  whilft  Spain  • 
and  Holland  can  furinfli  the  money,  or  the  feveral 
circles  of  the  empire  continue  animated  in  the  quarrej. 
Befides,  the  emperor  forefees  himfelf  engaged  in  a  war 
with  France  upon  the  fucceflion  of  Flanders,  if  the 
king  of  Spain  fliould  fail  without  iffue ;  and  there- 
fore had  rather  drive  on  the  war  till  he  can  fee  Flan- 
ders fecured,  and  Lorrain  in  fafe  hands,  than  leave 
thofe  points  to  be  difputed  by  a  new  war  at  a  time, 
perhaps,  when  he  may  not  find  himfelf  fo  ftrong, 
either  in  confederates  abroad,  or'  the  concurrence  at 
home  of  the  feveral  princes  and  circles  -,  nor  fo  dif- 
engaged  from  the  Turk,  or  the  troubles  of  Hungary  . 
at  his  back. 

For  the  princes  of  the  empire,  though  they  feem  H 
good  deal  Ipirited  in  the  prefent  quarrel  by  the  late 
invafions  or  France,  and  the  exchange  of  many  cruel- 
ties between  the  two  nations  in  the  Palatinate,  and  by 
the  pofleflions  given  them  of  the  fafety,  as  well  as 
honour  of  Germany,  being  engaged  in  this  war'; 
yet,  1  believe,  after  the  firft  heat  is  over,  the  difleri- 
lions  natural  to  bodies  that  have  fo  many  headi,  the 
jealoufy-  of  too  great  a  growth  of  the  emperor's  power, 
and  the  fear  of  drawing  the  Swedes  again  into  the 
war,  or  fpoils  of  Germany,  will  incline  them  generally 
enough  to  a  peace,  and  without  ftraining  furOier  than 
the  treaty  of  Munfter ;  beyond  which  France  has  not 
'  '      -  JE  3  pretended 
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pretended  any  dcfign,  that  I  remember,  in  the  courfe 
pf  the  war. 

For  Sweden,  I  look  upon  theni  as  engaged  with 
France  by  treaty  and  money,  both  already  received, 
and  more  lying  ready  at  Hanriburg,  upon  their  entecr 
ing  intQ  action,  which,  I  believe^  they  will  be  glad  to 
^void,  ajC  leaft  for  thjs  year,  if  mcy  can  2^ly  way  cxt 
frulp  i?  to  France :  and  this  makes  them  fp  earneft: 
upon  the  mediation,  and  ufc  fo  great  inftances  toward? 
.agreeing  a  pjace  of  cpngrefs  j  which  might  look  like 
the  beginning  of  treaty,  an^  make  their  offices  in  it 
pafs  for  fome  fatisfaftion  of  wl^at  they  owe  to  France:. 
If  they  engage  in  the  war,  they  will,  I  believe,  try  to 
let  the  biihop  of  plunder  again  upon  his  legs  ;  and^ 
on  the  o{:her  fide,  the  king  of  Denmark  will  join  with 
the  eleftor  of  BrandeplDurgh  and  dukes  or  Lunen- 
burgh,  tp  make  hca4  againft  Sweden  in  thefe  weftern 
j)arts  of  the  empire 

For  thefe  ftatcs  tampering  with  Francq^  all  I  hav^s 
found  of  it  with  certainty,  I  gave  notice  to  the  fecre- 
taries  about  fix  weeks  fince ;  which  was  a  negotiation 
begun  by  the  cQunt  d'Eftrades,  governor  of  Maeftricht, 
ana  formerly  in  the  fervice  and  ambaflage  of  this 
cQuntry.  ]FIe  aflured  the  penfioner  here,  of  his  mailer's 
•  reftoring  pot  only  the  Grave  but  Maeftricht  top,  pro- 
vided it  might,  not  be  given  to  the  Spaniards :  of 
returning  ail  points  of  commerce  to  the  fiate  they 
were  jn  by  the  treaty  of  1662  : '  of  advancing  all  that 
could  hq  any  interefl;s  apd  advantages  of  the  prince; 
upon  a  treaty  :  and  of  ina^king  the  peace  with  Spain 
upon  the  term?  of  Aix  la  phapelle.  Though  I  faw  a 
very  earneft  letter  upon  this  occafion,  i|i  general,  from 
the  tount  d'Eftrades  himftlf^  yet  no  particular?  have 
paflfed  further,  than  between  the  pei^pner  here,  and  the 
perjTon  to  whom  it  \yas  writ,  and  who  was  fent  to  hiqi 
frp^p  Maeftricht :  and  the  laft  an^er  I  could  hear  qf 
.wa?;  th^^  when  they  faw  any  thing  in  writing,"  they 
"  -^'       .        *  .  woul^ 
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would  ^ve  an  anfwer  to  it.  Upon  the  whole,  I  do  not 
doubt  of  this  ftate*s  having  very  advantageous  terms 
from  France,  if  they  would  make  a  peace  feparate 
from  their  allies ;  but  I  fee  i>ot  how  that  can  be  done, 
cither  with  honour  or  fafety,  confidering  the  opinion 
they  have  of  our  new  intelligence  with  France,  even  in 
all  our  offers  of  mediating  the  peace ;  and  which  their 
ambafladors  in  England  have  long  infufcd  into  them. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  difpofitions  on  all  hands  con- 
fidered,  I  am  confident,  if  the  confederates  were  pof- 
iefi[ed  with  any  belief  of  his  majefty's  being  impartial 
in  the  bufinefs,  they  would  not  only  accept  his  me- 
diation, but  wholly  remit  their  differences  to  his  ar-  ^ 
bitrage. 

I  fcff  your  lordfhip  to  believe,  I  do  not  intend  you 
many  luch  troubles,  or  would  have  given  you  this, 
without  your  encouraging  me  :  and  that  by  opening 
the  fcene  for  once,  your  lordihip  might  the  better 
judge,  as  any  aftors  come  in,  what  paces  they  are 
like  to  make. 

I  beg  your  lordfliip's  pardon,  and  the  belief  of 
my  being,  with  ^reat  paffion  and  truth,  my  lord, 
your  lordfhip's,  (sfc. 

To  Sir  Jofepb  mUiamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  Noyember  6,  N.  S.  1674. 

T  WAS  extremly  glad  to  find  by  your's  of  the  20th 
-■"  and  30th  paft,  that  his  majefty  had  refolved  to 
fupport  me  in  the  claim  I  had  made  here  of  a  free  trade 
for  all  our  (hips,  and  the  merchandize  they  carry  (if 
not  counterband)  without  any  exception  of  their  tra- 
ding from  one  enemy's  port  to  another ;  which  can- 
not, I  am  fure,  be  drawn  from  the  words  of  the 
articles.  This  made  me  confident,  even  before  the 
arrival  of  your  letters,  by  a  fecond  memorial  to  the  States 
General  to  demand  the  reftitutioa  of  the  Rebecca ; 
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and  to  tell  ^them  very  plainly,  that,  if  any  doubCf 
might  arife  upon  the  fenfe  of  any  article  in  treaties 
fubfifting  between  his  majefty  and  theiPj  it  could 
not  fib  refolved  without  his  majefly's  confent ;  and 
till  that  was  obtained,  they  could  not  make  them- 
felves  the  fole  judges  or  interpreters  againft  the  plain 
common  fenfe  of  any  words,  and  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  majefly's  fubjedts.  This  was  the  point  I  .put 
all  the  weight  upon  in  my  memorial ;  but  havmg  the 
day  after  received  his  majcfty's  pleafure,  with  your 
account  of  what  had  paffed  here  in  your  return  this 
way,  and  your  arguments  upon  this  fubjeft,  I  de- 
manded an  hour  of  the  penfioner,  and  run  through  a 
very  long  debate  with  him  upon  this  matter.  The 
heads  of  nis  arguments  were.  The  judgment,  he  pre- 
tended, of  fcveral  authors  upon  the  point :  the  prac- 
tice of  I^r^ce  and  Spain,  and  Sweden  with  them,  an4 
ours,  in  m6  time  of  his  late  majefty  and  king  James ; 
which  he  .wdertook  to  give  me  examples  of :  and 
laftly,  that  it  could  not  be  the  meaning  to  drive  an 
enemy's  trade,  but  only  to  preferve  a  friend's.  I  eafily 
eluded  this  laft  by  the  anfwer  you  made  it,  and  by 
my  own  very  true  proreftations,  that  at  my  figning 
the  confirmation  of  thofe  articles  I  had  no  fuch  fenfe 
of  them  as  he  would  now  give  them ;  but  took  the 
meaning  of  them  to  be  juft  the  fame  with  the  words : 
that  free;  fhips  m.ade  free  goods  in  all  cafes,  unlefs 
•that  of  counterband.  For  the  fenfe  of  authors  writ- 
ing upon  general  themes,  and  for  their  own  credit, 
or  that  of  their  prcfefllons,  I  faid,  they  could  not  be 
admitted  to  interpret  any  particular  treaties  between 
princes  and  ftates,  who  might  make  what  agrec- 
*ment  they  pleafed  between  themfelves,  and  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  authors  cd\\  jus  gentium^  or  general 
reafon  •,  by  which,  I  think,  they  commonly  mean 
their  own:  tJatfor  the  praftice  of  other  kings  with 
them,  it  was  no  rule  of  theirs  with  his  majeffy ;  nor 
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fwy  agreement,  that  we  fliQuld  not  have  Juftice  from 
^em,  becaxrfe  they  could  not  obtain  it  from  others : 
but  on  the  contrary,  though  they  had  it  not,  ye? 
they  ever  demanded  it  bodi  of  France  and  Spain ; 
wfbch  was  a,  certain  proof  ijxsX  they  dteemed  that 
juft  in  their  own  cafe,  which  they  will  not  allow  to 
be  fo  in  ours  :  that,  for  the  prafticc  he  offered  to  pnv 
duce  on  our  parts,  in  his  late  majefty's  time,  I  Ihould 
be  content  to  fee  it,  but  could  not  tell  how  it  could 
fquare  with  the  prefent*  cafe ;  fmce  it  was  ^rovmded 
upon  ardcjes  never  in  force  between  his  majefty  and 
this  ftate  till  the  treaty  of  Breda.     I  added  to  what 
I   f^d  in  my  memorial,  how  unjuft  their  pretences 
were,*  to  make  a  wrefted  interpretation  of  plain  words, 
without  his  majefty*s  confent:  that  it  was  not  fair 
to  do  it  at  a  time  when  the  advantage  of  fuch  an 
article  was  only  caft  on  our  fide  by  the  common  revo» 
lutions  of  war  and  peace,  which  might  be  in  their 
favour  to-morrow,  as  they  were  in  ours  to-day  5  where- 
as, when  the  advantage  was,  by  like  accidents,  caft 
on  their  fide,  as  it  had  been  with  France  and  Spain, 
they  had  ever  infilled  on  the  very  fame  point  that  wc 
do  now,  and  never  given  over  the  inftances  upon  it, 
whether  they  received  farisfaftion  or  no.    After  a  long 
and  warm  debate,  I  gamed  this  from  the  penfioner  ; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  W3s  content  it  fhould  be  as 
i  defued  it,  fince  the  king  underftood  it  fo,  and  it 
,was  to  be  reciprocal  between  us :  that  he  could  do 
nothing  upon  it  in  the  States  General  till  the  ftates  of 
Holland  aflemblcd,  which  would  be  about  a  fortnight 
hence :  that  he  would  then  propofe  it  there,  and  en- 
deavour their  comj)liance  with  his  majefty,  efpeciaily 
if  the  prince,  at  his  return,  approved  of  it ;  and  that 
in  the  mean  time  he  would  endeavour  to  have  tlic 
goods  in  the  Rebecca,  or  the  produdt  of  them,  dc- 
pofited,  till  the  ftates  came  to  a  rdblution  in  this  nuitter ; 
the  fhip  itfelf  being  already  free  and  gone,  purfuant  to 
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a  refolution  taken  by  the  ftate  in  May  laft  upon  this 
point. 

I  have  been  larger  in  ftating  this  matter  as  it  flood 
between  me  and  the  penfioner,  that,  being  of  fo  migjhty 
importance  to  our  trade  at  this  time,  his  majefty  might 
both  fee  the  right  he  had  on  his  fide,  and  be  the  firmer 
in  maintaining  it :  and  you  may  pleafe  to  inftruft  me 
in  any  further  arguments,  ^ainft  I  enter  the  lifts  with 
commiffioners  here,  if  they  fhould  prove  difficult, 
though  the  penfioner  be  fatis&ed  with  it. 

For  the  pafles  and  orders  to  be  fent  wth  the  fhip  of 
advice  for  Surinam,  he  afHires  me,  they  fhall  be  ready 
againft  1  receive  the  names  of  Ihip  and  perfon ;  but 
cxcufes  their  goir^  with  blanks,  as  a  thing  contrary 
to  the  conftant  rorms  of  this  flate ;  which,  indeed, 
I  doubted  .of  before,  and  therefore  tciok  the  liberty  to 
defire  your  inftrufting  me  thereupon  as  foon  as  you 
could. 

Though  the  current  news  here  be  ftill  favourable  to 
the  ftrength,  or,  at  leaft,  good  countenance  of  the 
confederate  troops  in  Alfatia  •,  yet  I  faw  a  letter  yefter-r 
day  from  a  very  good  hand,  which  makes  a  different 
ftory,  and  fays,  they  had  given  over  all  thoughts  of 
fighting  monfieur  Turenne ;  and  that  though  the  Bran- 
'  denburgh  and  Lunenburgh  troops  talked  of  taking  ito 
their  winter  quarters  in  the  Upper  Alface,.  while  thole 
of  the  emperor  and  the  other  circles  defigned  theirs  in 
Suabia;  yet  it  was  believed  at  Strafburgh,  monfieur 
Turenne  would  ftiU  keep  the  field,  and  either  engage 
the  confederates,  or  elfe  force  thfcm  all  to  retire  beyond 
the  Rhine.  All  the  countenance  that  has  been  made  by 
the  horfe  of  the  confederate  armies  in  Flanders  h^ 
been,  I  fuppofe,  only  to  keep  the  French  a  little  alarm- 
ed, fo  as  to  fend  no  more  or  their  forces  towards  mon- 
fieur  Turenne.  The  prince  came  to  a  houfe  he  is  build- 
ing in  the  province  of  Utrecht  on  Sunday,  made  a 
great  hunting  party  for  yefterday,  and  intended  to  be 
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fme,  as  fetpe  fay,  todays  but  as  others,  not  til} 
Thurfday,  being  itvp  day  after  the  bonfires  intended  for 
Grave.  If eftcpiay  wer^  fent  into  my  yard  about  forty 
pitch  barrels  upon  this  occafion,  being  faid  to  be  fent, 
by  order  of  the  States ;  and  the  like,  or  in  propofr 
tion,  to  other  fprqgn  minifters;  but  I  ordered  them 
to  be  fent  back,  and  told  fome  of  fhe  States,  that  when- , 
(ever  I  made  any  fuch  fire,  I  would  do  it  upon  his 
majef^s  charge,  and  no  other's :  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  I  did  not  think  fit  (q  do  it  at  all  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  when  his  majefty  had  pfiered  his  mediation  in 
a  quarrel  lying  between  twp  of  his  allies;  and  that  it 
would  not  lode  like  the  part  erf"  a  mediator,  to  have 
his  minifter  thus  concern  himfelr  in  fuccelfes  of  either 
fide.  They  pleaded  an  old  form  in  this  matter,  and 
that  it  was  intended  to  be  done  by  thofe  the  States  em- 
ployed, an^eljpccially  in  the  chief  open  places  of  thp 
town.  Upon  which  I  told  them,  they  might  do  it 
how  they  pleafed,  but  that  I  ihould  no  way  concern 
piyfdf  init.        ' 

I  alk  your  pardon  for  fb  long  a  trouble,  which  I 
{hall  end  with  the  profeilions  of  my  being  always^ 

J^ir,  your,  tec, 

* 

Tp  the  King. 

Hague,  Nov.  30,  N.  S.  1674. 
May  it  pleafe  your  ^fajefty, 
TJ Aving  feen  the  prince  twice  fince  his  return  hither, 
r  ^  and  at  leifure,  I  thought  it  became  me  to  give 
your  majefty  an  account  of  what  I  could  obferve,  as 
to  his  prefent  difpofitions,  both  in  general,  and  more 
particularly  in  what  concerns  your  majefty  and  the 
bufinefs  or  the  peace.  In  general,  I  believe,  he  is 
pleafed  with  the  life  he  has  led  this  fummer,  and  loves 
^e  trade,  and  thinks  himfelf  better  in  health  and 
humour,  the  lefs  he  is  at  reft :  fo.  th^t,  I  doubt,  the 
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{notions  towards  peace  muft  be  made  from  his  interefo^ 
rather  than  his  inclinations.  For  what  touches  your 
malefty,  I  find  all  the  expreflions  of  duty,  and  ferYice^ 
^nd  affeftion,  to  be  fuch  as  you  can  defire,  and  to 
•  have  all  the  appearance  that  can  be  of  fincerenefe  and 
truth.  And  I  believe  th^m  fo  the  more,  by  his  high- 
nefs's  enlarging  fo  much  upon  the  intereft  of  a  near 
conjunftion  with  your  majefty,  and  between  the 
nations  •,  which^  he  fays,  would  make  you  both  fafe  at 
home  and  abroad,,  and  in  need  of  no  other  alliances : 
and  a  great  deal  more  of  this  kind, 

For  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace,  though  he  complains 
very  much  6f  the  ill  performance  of  the  Spaniards  and 
Imperialifts,  yet  I  find  him  pofitive  upon  tJiefe  points, 
that  $his  ftate  can  make  no  feparate  peace  upon  any 
terms  that  France  can  offer  them  :  that  a  general  peace 
cannot  be  made  without  leaving  Flanders  in  apofture 
of  defending  itfelf  from  any  new  and  fudden  invafion 
cf  France,  againft  which  no  guaranties  could  defend 
it  r  that  Spain  cannot  quit  the  county  of  Bur^indy 
iiQr  Canfibray  upon  any  exchange ;  nor  any  thing  in 
Flanders  bwond  the  terms  of  the  Pyrenees,  un^efs  it 
be  Aire  or  St.  Omer.  That  he  had  written  to  your 
majefly  all  he  yet  knew  of  the  Spaniards  intentions ;  but 
if  he  might  know  upon  wjiat  terms  you  thought  a 
peace  reafonable,  and  defired  it,  he  would  do  all  in 
his  powef  to  bring  it  about,  as  he  had  done  in  the 
bufinefe  of  the  mediation,  which,  he  tpld  me,,  was  now 
accepted  at  Madrid  as  well  as  Vienna.  When  I  faid, 
your  majefty  having  been  the  author  and  guai'and  of 
the  peace  at  Aix,  and  not  having  {ttn  the  French  yet 
beaten  out  o^  any  one  town  thjit  was  given  them  by 
that  treaty,  could  with  ill  grace  propofc  any  thing  to 
France  beyopd.thpfe  terms,  or  fomething  equivalent ; 
he  ^aid  rcfalutely,  that  it  were  better  going  on  with 
the  war,  let  it  laft  as  long,  and  coft  as  mych  as  it 
ivould  ;  and  that  he  believed  all  men  pf  any  fenfe  in 
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this  country  were  of  the  fame  mind*     I  told  liis  high* 

nefs,  that  I  doubted  it,  and  wilhed  that,  upon  trial, 

he  did  not  find  it  otherwife.     But,  feeing  him  un- 

movable  upon  thefe  difcourfes,  I  turned  them  anothef 

way ;  ^d  faid,  though  your  majefty  would  omit  no-»  * 

thing  that  became  a  chnflian  king  and  a  friend  to  hii 

highnefs,  in  the  good  offices  towards  a  peace,   yet,  if 

they  were  not  underftood  to  be  fo,  your  majefty  might 

perhaps  content  yourfelf  to  grow  rich  by  the  increafc 

of  your  cufloms  and  of  trade ;  and  let  them  and  theif 

neighbours  knock  their  heads  together  as  long  as  they 

pleafed.     He  fmiled,  and  faid,  he  believed  fo ;  and 

TOT  that  reafon,  I  talked  of  terms  which  I  knew  the 

Spaniards  could  not  accept  of;  and  then  he  fell  into 

t^k,  how  eafy  it  was  for  your  majefly  to  bring  France 

to  fuch  a  peace  as  you  pleafed,  and  how  much  it  waa 

your  interefl  to  leave  Flahders  fafe ;  and  many  things 

upon  that  theme,  that  your  majefly  hath  heard  enough 

ot  before  from  monfieur  Van  Buninghen.     The  end 

was,  that  he  would  expeft  to  know  your  majefly's 

mind  upon  this  lafl  letter,^  to  which  he  could  add 

nothing  till  then.     And  I  thbught  your  majefly  by  this 

account,  and  the  knowledge  of  your  mediation  beu^ 

accepted  now  by  all  parties,  would  the  better  refolvc 

what  flep  to  make  next  in  this  matter,  which  was  the 

occafion  of  this  trouble.     It  is  already  too  long,  but 

mufl  not  end  without  the  marks  of  that  devotion 

wherewith  I  am.  Sir,  your  majefly*s  moft  loyal  and 

©oft  obedient  fubjeft,  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

To  my  Lord  Chamberlain. 

My  Lord,  '  Hague,  Nov,  13,  N.  S.  1674, 

T  Have  given  his*  majefly  a  particular  account  of  the 
*  beft  obfervations  I  could  make  upon  my  firft  audi- 
ence from  his  highnefs,  and  a  vifit  he  hath  fince  made 
me ;  be&des  what  I  writ  to  Mr,  Secretary  Williamfofi 
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the  day  of  his  fiidfinefs's  arrivaL    By  all  which  yo^ 
win  judge  what  fort  of  dilpoiitions  you  have  to  ded 
with  in  this  prince ;  little  favourable,  1  doubt,  to  the 
defigns  of  a  general  peace,  as  little  inclined  to  the  un* 
aftive  life  which  fuch  a  fcene  muft  introduce.   Belides^ 
he  finds  his  authority  rife  with  his  credit  among  the 
people  here,  by  every  fmall  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  wl^ch 
IS  attributed  perfonally  to  him ;  while  the  want  of  it 
in  the  confederate  armies  is  laid  wholly  upon  the  con- 
duft  or  qualities  of  the  other  generals.    He  hath  a 
very  good  opinion  of  his  own  troops,  and  a  very  great 
one  or  the  Germans  j  believes,  if  die  count  de  Souches 
had  pleafed,  the  prince  of  Conde  had  been  certainly 
beaten  at  Seneflfe  •,  and  reckons,  that  by  a  better  con- 
ftitution  of  the  imperial  coUrt  and  rtiinifters  the  con- 
federates may  hope  for  more  honour  next  campaign 
than' they  had  this.  On  the  other  fide,  he  thinks  Ffohce 
will  find  it  hard  to  fumifh  fo  many  and  fo  good  riicri 
as  Germany ;  and  that  if  the  confederates  lofe  this  con- 
junfture  to  free  themlelves  and  Flanders  from  any 
further  fears  that  way,  they  are  never  to  hope  for 
another.     Befides,  what  I  gather  from  myfelf,  I  hear, 
all  that  have  attended  his  highnefs  this  campaign  agree, 
that  he  is  pleafed  with  the  life,  both  the  fatigue  and 
the  dangers  he  meets  with,  which  have  great  effedts 
upon  the  foldiers  kindnefs  to  him,  and  mufl  cofl  him 
but  little,  if  it  be  true  what  the  minifters  fay,  that  he 
believes  the  point  of  predeftination  the  firmeft  that 
ever  any ,  body  did,  and  laughs  at  any  of  them  that 
Ipeak  modeflly  of  it. 

All  thefe  points  look  dangerous  to  the  peace.  Now 
thofe  that  look  favourable,  are,  the  general  difpofi;^ 
tions  of  the  towns  here,  upon  the  point  of  trade  ^  the 
jealoufy  of  our  getting  into  a  poffeffion  of  it  too  far  to 
be  retrieved;  and,  underhand,  of  the  pince's  grow- 
ing too  far  into  the  ible  influence  upon  the  State : 
the  revolt  of  McfTina,  which,  if  it  grows  higher,  and 

the 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Kif2g,  the  Prina  of  Orange^  &c.    6^ 

the  coAtagion  fhould  reach  Naples,  as  well  as  other 
parts  of  Sicily  (as  is  difcourfei  here)  would  make 
Spain  glad  to  fecure  thofe  parts,  by  the  expofing  of 
Flanders  a  little  more  than  they  would  othervdfe 
be  content  to  do :  and,  laftly,  the  engaging  of  Sweden 
in  the  party  of  France  by  open  aftion  (fince  the  agree- 
ments between  them  are  no  longer,  I  think,  a  fecret 
any  where)  which  might  change  the  fcene  in  the  affairs 
of  Germany,  I  know  not  what  to  fay  to  the  talk  here 
that  runs  privately  (but  among  perlbns  of  the  ftate) 
of  the  conspiracy  of  prince  Lobkowitz,  and  others  at 
Vienna,  having  reached  as  far  as  the  emperor*s  life ; 
or,  of  the  fharp  refentments  of  that  court  againft 
France  upon  fuch  pretences.  But  I  look  for  all  the 
diiBculties  that  can  be  given  the  peace  from  thence, 
upon  feveral  regards  which  I  have  formerly  touched, 
and  am  ftill  as  apprehcnfive  of  as  before,  by  what  I 
hear  from  all  hands. 

I  thought  it  not  unneceflary  to  mention  all  thefe 
points,  that, his  majelly  might  have  the  fulled  light 
towards  the  firft  fteps  he  fhall  make  in  this  matter, 
after  the  acceptance  of  his  mediation  from  all  parts,, 
and  the  anfwcr  he  hath  received  from  the  prince  to  liis 
'  laft  letter  upon  this  fubjeift.  And  though  perhaps  his 
majefty  may  not  think  fit  to  fignify  upon  what  terms 
he  would  have  the  peace  made,  as  the  prince  hath 
defired  him,  yet,  fince  fome  ground  to  work  upon 
will  be  expefted  from  his  majefty,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  fay,  that  upon  fuch  or  fuch  terms  his  majefty  hath 
fome  hopes  or  inducing  France  to  an  agreement,  and 
leave  the  draught  of  them  with  th?  prince  of  Orange, 
whofe  anfwer  upon  it  will  give,  at  leafl,  fome  entrance 
into  this  negotiation.  I  am  ever,  and  very  unfeign- 
cdly,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 
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^0  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  December  4,  N.  S/  1674. 
'^p  H  E  unkindnefs  I  complained  of  from  your  lord* 
^  ftiip,  in  giving  me  no  knowledge  beforehand  oi 
my  lord  Latimer's  journey,  has  been  by  his  lofdfhip 
fiiUy  made  amends  for  fince  :  when  upon  his  arrival 
he  was  fo  kind  as  to  come  ftraight  away  to  my  houfe^ 
as  to  his  own,  and  ufe  it  fo,  as  he  at  lead  m^es  me 
believe ;  which  I  (hall,  I  am  furc,  love  him  for  as 
long  as  I  live,  and  ferve  him  as  far  as  I  fhall  ever 
be  able,  both  for  your  lordfhip*s  fake,  and  for  his 
own.  I  waited  upon  his  lordfliip  to  the  prince,  who 
itceived  him  not  only  well,  but  kindly ;  and,  I  am 
fure,  will  ufe  him  fo  while  he  ftays  in  this  country^ 
I  know  the  other  *  two  lords  had  no  need  of  any  in«- 
troduclion,  though  they  were  pleafed  to  defire  it,  and 
therefore,  by  agreement  between  us,  it  was  excufed  \ 
and  the  two  conferences  they  have  had  with  his  higfc. 
ncfs  have  been  without  my  intervention,  or  any  other 
part,^  than  what  my  lord  chamberlain  has  fince 
given  me.  By  all  I  yet  know,  there  is  nothing  deeper 
m  this  bufinefs,  than  ^at  your  lordfliip  was  pleafed 
to  tell  me  fo  frankly  and  fo  kindly  in  the  letter  I  had 
the  honour  of  receiving  by  my  lord  Latimer ;  for 
which  I  return  your  lordfliip  my  very  hearty  ac- 
knowledgments, as  I  am  fure  becomes  me :  and  I 
may  fay  very  truly,  that  the  lights  you  pleafed  to  give 
me  there  were  more  than  I  have  yet  received  any 
other  way :  for  though  I  am  told  the  main  errand  of 
the  jo^irney  to  be  the  fame,  as  I  received  it  from  your 
lordfliip ;  yet  I  hear  nothing  of  a  letter  from  the 
prince  to  monfieur  Odyke  having  given  a  rife  to  it ; 
and,  if  your  lordfliip  had  not  told  me  fo,  I  fliould  be 

•  Lord  Arlington  and  carl  of  Oflbry. 
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apt  to  doubt  it,  and  to  believe  that  other  circum- 
ftances  muft  have  had  their  part  in  the  firft  conception 
of  this  matten  I  find  by  the  prince,  as  well  as  my 
lord  chamberlain,  that  what  your  lordfhip  fays  only, 
you  believe,  is  true,  of  their  naving  no  powers  or  in- 
ftruftions  written,  but  a  credential  as  ample  and 
honourable  as  can  be.  And  upon  the  firft  part  that 
was  given  us  hither  of  this  intended  journey,  I  remem- 
ber the  prince  told  me,  what  your  lordfhip  fays  with 
more  ground,  that  he  was  fure  monlieur  Ruvigni  had 
his  part  in  it.  For  what  your  lordfliip  fays  of  thefe 
two  lords  acquaintances  and  interefts  fo  great  with 
the  prince  having  occafioned  the  choice  of  their  per- 
fons,  all  I  know  is,  that  if  they  doubted  it,  they  did 
weU  to  try ;  becaufe  friends  that  have  been  long 
afunder,  know  not  how  they  are  together  till  they 
meet,  cfpecially  if  they  parted  laft  no  better  than  I 
know  fome  of  thefe  did. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion,  tliat  this  bufi- 
nefs  will  produce  no  efFeft  at  all,  proportioned  to  the 
noife  it  has  made  both  in  Englaad  and  here,  and  that 
it  may  not  go  much  farther  than  expoftulations  and 
compliments  on  both  fides  ;  and,  perhaps,  if  it  were 
upon  any  ^at  bufinefe,  the  lefs  of  both  might  not 
be  the  worlc.  When  I  faid  compliments,  I  intended 
not  ftich  expreflions  of  kindnefs  as  are  not  meant,  but 
»fuch  as  are  more  or  greater  than  there  is  need  of;  and 
if  what  pafles  of  this  kind  have  no  farther  end  than  I 
know  of,  I  cannot  tell  whether  there  has  been  any 
great  occafion  for  them,  fince  the  prince  cannot  fay 
much  more,  than  he  has  done  to  me  ever  fince  our 
meeting,  of  his  afFeftion  and  fervice  to  his  majefty. 
And,  on  the  other  fide,  I  take  him  to  be  an  unmove- 
able  perfon  in  all  points  of  what  he  efteems  his  own 
honour  and  interefl,  and  not  to  be  talked  into  or 
out  of  any  points,  where  he  efteems  cither  of  them 
much  concerned. 

Vol.  IV.  F  This 
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This  is  all  I  can  yet  fay  upon  this  occafion,  and 
mav  be  tcx>  much  to  have  troubled  your  lordfhip  with, 
haa  not  you  given  me  the  encouragement.  If  I  meet 
with  any  thing  more  important  to  your  lordlhip*s 
knowledge,  I  fhall  make  ufe  of  the  way  you  prefent 
me  by  a  fervant  of  my  lord  Latimer's,'  and  Ihould  have 
been  glad  your  lordfhip  had  fent  me  a  cypher  over, 
which  might  kave  been  neceflary  upon  fome  cccalions* 
My  wife  is  your  lordfhip's  moft  humble  fervant,  and 
acknowledges  the.  honour  of  your  remembrance  ;  we 
are  both  fo  to  my  lady.  My  fon  will,  I  doubt,  take 
notice  of  us  no  longer,  having  the  honour  of  being 
abfolutely  retained  m  my  lord  Latimer's  fervice  fincc 
his  arrival  here, 

I  will  add  no  more  to  .your  lordfliip's  prefent 
trouble,  befides  the  affurance,  that  the  confidence 
your  lordfliip  is  pleafed  to  ufe  me  with  Ihall  never 
be  forgotten,  nor  undeferved,  as  far  as  lies  in  the 
reach  of  fo  much  fincereneCs  and  paffion,  as  that 
wherewith  I  have  always  profefled  myfelf,  my  lord^ 
your,  &c, 

7<?  the  Kingi 

Hague,  Dec.  4,  N.  S.  1674.' 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly,  ^ 

t  Received  fo  great  an  honour  by  a  letter  which  my 
•*  lord  chamberlain  brought  me  from  your  majefly, 
that  I  am  fure  I  Ihall  never  forget  it,  whether  I  live 
t^  defervc  it  or  no.  Though  his  lordfliip  might  juftly 
have  pretended  to  my  fervices  here,  from  the  friend- 
05|^>  between  us,  yet,  I  hope,  your  majefly  believes 
jqm  camn>0Q4&  are  fo  facred  to  me,  as  to  need  na 
h^S^  fipm  my  inclinations  to  make  them  obeyed ;  and 
lliesefq^e  I  ihall  only  fay,  that  if  his  lordftup  fails  of 
gny  ofl&ftances  or  fervices  that  I  can  give  him  here,  it 
ihail  be  his  own  fault ;  fince  I  refolve  to  go  on  as  I 
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have  begun,  in  defiring  from  him  the. knowledge  in 
what  manner,  and  to  what  degree,  he  would  ufe  them. 
I  cfteem  this  journey  of  fo  great  perfons,  and  fo  much 
my  friends,  the  beft  fortune  and  moft  honour  that 
could  have  befallen  rtie  in  this  place  •,  and  hope  the  fuc- 
cds  of  it  will  be  whatever  your  majefty  propofed  ta 
yourfelf  by  it  -,  and  beg  your  majefly  to  believe,  that  fo 
your  bufmefs  be  well  done,  and  your  majefty  grow  as 
great  and  as  happy  as  I  wifh  you,  I  Ihall  have  nothing 
left  to  afk  for  myfelf,  by  v/hofe  fervices  foever  that  be 
atchieved. 

The  two  conferences  my  lord  chamberlain  hath  had 
with  the  prince  have  pafled,  by  concert  between  his 
lordlhip  and  me,  without  any  intervention,  or  having 
had  other  part  in  them  than  v/hat  his  lordfliip  has 
fince  given  me.  All  the  light  I  have  offered  to  give  to 
a  perfon  that  knows  his  way  fo  Well,  hath  been  only 
my  opinion  not  to  go  too  far  in  expoftulations  ;  for, 
bdides  what  I  know  of  the  prince's  nature  in  that 
point,  I  have  obferved  them  apt  to  end  well  between 
lovers,  but  ill  between  friends. 

The  knowledge  of  all  worth  your  majefly's  trouble 
from  hence  will,  I  know,  be  tranfmitted  from  my  lord 
chamberlain,  and  leave  me  no  other  part  than  that  of 
my  humble  acknowledgments  upon  the  confidence  your 
majefly  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  of  me  in  fo  great 
occafions,  and  the  plain  offers  of  that  very  fincere  devo- 
tion wherewith  I  am,  and  fhall  ever  be,  your  majefly's 
moft  loyal  fubjeft  and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant^ 

To  Sir  Jofeph  William/on. 

SIR,  Hague,  December  21,  N,  S.  1574.' 

TTPON  a  long  conference  yefterday  with  the  depu- 
^  ties  of  the  States,  I  agreed,  in  the  firft  place,  upon 
the  inftrument  for  continuing  the  marine  treaty  of  1 668, 
until  the  expiring  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  ex- 
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change  of  the  ratifications  of  the  laflr  treaty  concluded 
at  London,  wherein  I  have  purfucd  his  majefly*s  com- 
mands, tranfmitted  to  me  in  your  laft,  without  reafon- 
ing  at  all  upon  them. 

The  inftniment  will,  I  hope,  be  figned  before  the 
clofure  of  this  difpatch,  and  the  publication  of  it  made 
immediately  here,  as  the  notice  of  it  is  already  fent  to 
the  admiralties  of  the  feveral  provinces.  After  our 
agreement  upon  this  matter,  we  fell  upon  the  feveral 
heads  tranfmitted  to  me  from  the  commiflloners  of 
plantations  upon  the  affair  of  Surinam.  I  obtained, 
in  the  firft  place,  that  new  orders  ftiall^  be  fent  to  the 
governor  there  by  the  pcrfon  to  go  along  with  the 
Advice  yacht,  and  containing  the  very  words  tranfmit- 
ted to  me  in  the  laft  paper,  with  the  addition  only,  of 
ufing  no  threats  to  fuch  as  defire  to  ftay ;  which  I  find 
my  lord  chamberlain,  as  weU  as  I,  underftands  to  be 
agreeable  to  his  majefty*s  intentions. 

In  the  next  place,  I  gained  the  confent  of  alt  the  de- 
puties, excepting  him  of  Zealand,  that  his  majefty 
Ihould  fend  a  man  of  war  to  convoy  the  three  fly-boats, 
and  lie  out  in  the  river  till  they  were  ready  to  return, 
And  though  the  deputy  of  Zealand  woukl  not  abfo- 
lutely  confent  without  the  communication  of  the 
other  deputies  of  his  province,  yet  he  gave  me  reafon 
to  be  confident  the  thing  would  be  yielded  to,  though 
it  pafled  with  very  much  conteft  •,  not  upon  any  jea- 
loufy,  as  they  pretended,  of  his  majefly*s  good  and 
fair  intentions,  but  of  fuch  perfons  as  might  be  em- 
ployed in  the  execution  of  them;  and  thereupon 
would  have  entered  into  greater  complaints  of  major 
Bannifler  than  he  made  of  them,  but  that  I  cut  them 
off  as  no  part  of  my  biifinefs. 

After  this,  we  fell  upon  the  heads  of  the  orders 
defired  for  the  commiflioners  his  majefly  intended  to 
fend.  Upon  the  fecond  article  they  infifted,  to  have 
our  riding  in  their  rivers  and  creeks,  t^nd  moving  from 
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place  to  place,  to  be  with  conient  of  their  governor. 
But  I  found  this  expedient  to  have  it  only  with  his 
communication,  which  words  are  added  to  it  upon 
the  third  article ;  the  deputy  of  Zealand  afHrming, 
that  it  fometimes  happened,  that  there  was  fo  great  a 
fcarcity  of  fome  forts  of  provifions,  that  they  had  not 
enough  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony ;  we  added  thefe 
words,  that  they  might  buy  them  at  the  ufual  rates, 
en  telle  quantiti  que  cela  n^incommoderoit  pas  la  colonie. 
Upon  the  twelfth  article  we  agreed,  that  it  fhould  be 
reciprocal  on  our  fide  as  well  as  theirs.  All  the  reft 
we  agreed  in  our  own  words,  except  the  fixth,  feventh, 
eighoi,  ninth,  and  tenth,  which  run  all  upon  the  fame 
foot :  nor  could  I  obtain  them  after  all  our  debates ; 
but,  on  the  other  fide,  the  penfioner  Fagel  was  per- 
emptory, and  pofitive  in  it,  that  they  could  not  pofli- 
bly  be  agreed  to ;  and  that,  not  only  becauie  there 
was  no  ground  for  them  in  the  article  of  our  laft 
treaty,  but  becaufe,  he  faid,  the  States  themfelves,  or 
at  leaft  thofe  which  are  called  fo  here,  as  reprefenting 
the  States,  have  not  the  power  to  do  it,  or  to  alter 
the  courfe  of  judicature  amongft  any  of  their  fubjefts ; 
as  for  example,  not  to  order  men  to  be  tried  in  any 
cafes  of  contraft  or  debt  before  any  others  befides 
the  ufual  and  conftituted  judicature  or  the  place  •,  not 
to  force  any  man  to  accept  of  another  creditor  than 
him  to  whom  he  had  lent  his  money ;  not  to  force 
any  man  to  accept  of  land  or  houfes  in  payment  of 
money  he  had  lent ;  and  fo  the  other  matters  relating 
to  the  reft  of  thofe  fore-mentioned  articles.  And  thefe 
points  they  argue  to  be  not  only  out  of  the  power  of 
the  3tates,  but  contrary  to  the  known  conftitutions  of 
the  civil  law,  from  many  common  places  not  neceflary 
to  repeat.  Ail  they  offer  upon  thefe  points  is  only, 
in  the  firft  place,  to  order  the  accompmhment  in  full 
of  the  words  of  the  article  in  the  laft  treaty,  whereby 
it  was  agreed,  his  majeft/s  fubje^ts  there  fliould  be 
F  3  tied 
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tied  to  no  other  rules  and  laws,  in  points  ot  buying, 
felling,  or  commutation  of  goods,  than  what  were 
pradifed  among  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  that.co^ 
lony  •,  but  fliould  in  all  points  of  civil  juftice  have  tha 
fame  privileges  with  the  reft.  In  the  next  place,  they 
offered  to  give  order  to  certain  commiflioners  of  their: 
own  to  affift  any  of  his  majefty's,  with  the  utmoft  of 
their  power,  towards  the  difpofing  any  parties  conv 
cerned  in  any  fuch  d^bts,  to  adjuft  them,  either  by 
exchange  of  the  faid  debts  for  others,  or  by  taking 
fatisfaclion  from  them  in  lands  or  goods,  fo  they 
might  be  agreed  by  the  confent  of  the  parties  concem-i 
ed.  But  if  that  could  not  be  done,  diey  could  not? 
force  their  fubjefts,  nor  deny  them  the  right  of  having^ 
recourfe  to  the  juftice  of  the  place  for  the  final  deter- 
minadon  of  all  fuch  matters  •,  and  in  this  they  were 
ynmoveable,  as  a  thing  'out  of  their  power,  And^ 
pn  the  other  fide,  I  told  them,  what  they  offered  wa^' 
not  at  all  what  I  could  accept  of  j  fo  that  I  had  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  reprefent  it  to  his  majefty,  and 
purfue  the  orders  I  fhould  thereupon  receive.  In  the 
mean  tirne,  I  ^m  affured  that  the  orders  neceffary  tcr 
the  Advice  yacht  fhall  be  in  my  hands  before  th^ 
clofing  of  this  pacquet.     I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

91?  the  King. 

Hague,  January  22,  N.JS,  1675^ 
May  it  ple^-fe  your  Majefty, 

SINCE  my  laft,  I  heard  of  a  long  letter  come- 
hither  from  the  count  d'Eftrades  to  the  late  pen- 
fioner  of  Maeftricht,  by  whofe  intervention  the  faid 
count  at  firft  began,  and  hath  fince  managed  a  fecret. 
correfpondence  here  with  the  penfioner  Fagel,  and,  by 
liis  conveyance,  with  the  prince.  I  gave  your  majefty 
fomc  former  notices  of  it  by  your  fecretaries,  and  I 
find,  that  fince  .th^t  time  it  has  run  coldly,  and  moft 
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upon  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  a  cartel  of  prifoners. 
But,  hearing  this  laft  letter  nm  into  things  more 
general,  I  fell  into  the  difcourfe  of  it  with  the  penfioner 
Fagcl  yefterday,  and,  at  laft,  engaged  him  to  fend 
me  a  copy  of  tne  letter,  which  he  confefled  to  have  by 
him,  but  that  the  prince  had  the  original.  I  caufed 
it  to  be  tranfcribed  immediately,  and  fend  it  yoiir 
majefty  inclofed.  Upon  the  whole,  I  find  the  penfioner 
fixed,  that  this  ftate  muft  venture  all,  rather  than 
quit  their  allies ;  but,  for  what  concerns  themfelves, 
not  only  defirous,  but  impatient  for  a  peace.  For  the 
match  propofed  in  the  count*s  letter,  I  find  him  little 
inclined  to  it,  but  very  much  to  that  of  England. 
Upon  this  talk  I  aiked  him,  whether  he  had  not  heard 
ot  another  between  the  king  of  Spain  and  Mademoi- 
fellc  ?  He  confefled  he  had,  and  feemed  to  wonder  at 
this  in  the  letter,  becaufe  he  thought  the  advice  of  the 
other  came  the  fame  way,  though  not  direftly.  I 
alked  him,  what  he  thought  of  the  match  with  Spain  ? 
and  when  he  faid  a  great  deal  of  wilhing  and  ap- 
plauding it,  upon  the  condition  of  France's  endowing 
her  wim  the  conquefts  of  Flanders,  I  told  him,  he 
had  reafon,  and  that  the  State  might  very  well  give 
a  queen's  portion  to  have  the  match  and  the  peace 
made  upon  thefe  terms.  He  confefled  it,  and  faid 
at  laft,  Je  me  fais  fort  de  faire  donner  deux  cent  milk 
Jacobus  i  cette  condition  \  and  when  I  faid,  they  might 
very  well  undertake  for  Spain's  giving  as  nfiuch  more, 
we  ended  this  converfation. 

I  th9ughtit  became  me  to  give  your  majefty  know- 
ledge of  what  pafled,  and  only  to  fay  upon  it,  that, 
in  my  weak  opinion,  this  were  an  adventure  worthy 
your  majefty's  atchievement ;  by  which  alone,  in  all 
prefent  appearance,  the  peace  of  Chriftendom  may  be 
reftored  j  by  which  France  may  come  out  of  the  war 
with  honour,  and  Spain  with  fafety ;  by  which  your 
majefty  leaves  a  niece  with  one  of  the  greateft  crowns 
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of  Chriftcndom  on  her  head ;  by  which  you  may 
draw  a  mighty  treafure  into  your  purfe-,  and  by 
which,  after  the  applaufes  of  all  the  world  abroad, 
and  all  your  fubjefts  at  home,  upon  a  peace  whereby 
Flanders  is  fecured,  your  majefty  will  have  glory  and 
eafe  together  attend  all  the  reft  of  your  life.  And  fo 
I  leave  it  to  your  majefty's  thoughts,  and  beg  your 
juftice  in  believing  me  your  majelfy's,  &c.- 

I  beg  of  your  majefty  the  in- 
clofed  copy  may  be  fecret, 
whether  it  oe  ufeful,  or  no. 

;  To  the  King. 

Hague,  Jan*  29,  N.  S.  1675. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
T  JPON  the  difcourfes  with  the  penfioner,  bf  which 
^   I  gave  your  majefty  an  account  in  my  laft,  the 
prince  took  occafion  to  enter  with  me  upon  the  fame 
fubjeft,  juft  upon  his  leaving  the  town.     He  fpoke  of 
it  with  great  hopes  that  your  m^efty  would  fall  in 
with  fuch  a  projeft  of  the  peace ;  with  confidence, 
that  you  might  moft  certainly  and  eafdy  efted  it,  if 
you  pleafed;  and  with  defpair  of  feeing  it  brought 
about  any  other  way.     Upon  my  mention  of  mpney 
in  general,  he  faid,  that  ihould  not  fail ;  and  upon 
my  raifing  difficulties  of  France  quitting  fo  many 
conquered  places,  though  upon  conlideration  of  fuch 
a  match,  he  faid,  if  all  would  not  be  confented  to,  he 
believed  it  might  be  done  upon  thofe  that  were  moft 
neccflary  to  the  fecurity  of  Flanders.     That  he  knew 
fo  much  of  the  condition  of  France,  as  to  believe  they 
would  be  glad  of  a  peace,  if  they  could  have  it  with 
honour,  which  this  would  give  them ;  and  that,  how- 
ever, he  was  fure  they  would  not  refufe  it  your  maje- 
fty, if  they  faw  you  defu-ed  it.     He  fpoke  of  it  as  a 
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diing  that  would  give  him  aflurance  of  your  majefty's 
impardalnefs  in  the  general  affair,  of  your  good  mean- 
ing to  his  highnef^  «nd  the  fafety  of  thefe  coun- 
tries, and  of  that  which  would  make  way  for  the 
firmeft  and  cloieft  meafures  between  you  for  ever 
aften  He  defircd  me  to  write  of  it  perionally  to  your 
ma|e(ly,  and  to  give  him  immediately  an  account  of 
wMt  anfwer  I  received ;  which  makes  me  give  your 
majefty  more  trouble  than  I  Ihould  have  prefumed 
to  do  upon  any  other  occafion  5  and  t^e  notice  of 
it  to  no  other  hand,  till  I  receive  your  majefly's  com- 
mand upon  it,  what  I  (hall  fay  to  the  prince.  I  con- 
fejfe,  I  took 'it  for  a  fcheme  of  great  honour,  hap- 
pinefs,  and  eafe  to  your  majefly  5  and  if  you  fhould 
effeft  it,  and  after  a  general  peace  fall  into  thofe  clofe 
meafures  with  the  prince  and  this  State,  which  my 
lord  chamberlain  fo  much  difcourfed  of  here,  I 
Ihould  not  delpair  of  feeing  them  brought  to  give  your 
majefty,  upon  a  defenfive  league,  a  claufe  of  gua- 
ranty upon  all  cjuarrels  you  might  have  by  your  right 
to  the  flag ;  which  would  hit  certainly  the  way  to^givc 
your  nmefty  an  undifputed  pofleffion  of  what  hath 
been  hitherto  a  diiputed  claim,  and  thereby  leave  to 
your  majeft/s  crown  and  reign  the  greateft  glory  that 
nath  arrived  to  any  of  your  anceftors. 

I  had  trouWed  your  majefty  with  this  by  laft  poft, 
but  that  hearing  fomething  more  had  pafled  in  the 
Macftriclitcorrelpondence,  I  refolved  firft  tofpeak  with 
the  penfioner  Fagel,  which  I  could  not  do  tiU  Sunday. 
He  told  me,  there  was  another  letter  come  from  the 
count,  and  all  the  arguments  that  could  be  ufed  to 
draw  this  ftate  off  from  the  meafures  with  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  and  into  the  old  ones  with  France  ;  and 
that,  befides  aU  other  advantages  of  trade,  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  give  them  a  port  in  the  Mediterranean  upon 
the  coaft  of  Italy.  But  upon  the  whole  he  faid,  they 
could  not  leave  their  allies  j  difcourfed  much  of  the 
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forces  they  fliould  have  next  campaign,  of  the  little 
appearance  to  make  a  peace,  at  prefent  any  other  way, 
than  by  the  projeft  mentionettj  and  concluded,  that 
if  all  fuccefs  railed,  fo  as  their  allies  ihould  break  into 
fcparate  treaties,  he  doubted  not  but  they  could  take 
better  meafures  with  France  than  any  of  the  reft. 

I  humbly  beg  your  majeft/s  pardtn  for  thefe 
troubles,  and  your  acceptance  of  that  devotion  and 
truth,  wherewith  I  am,  artd  (hall  ever  be.  Sir,  your  ma- 
jetty's  moft  loyal  and  moft  obedient  fubjeft  and  fervant. 

1^0  Sir  Jofepb  William/on. 

SIR,  H^ue,  February  22,  N.  S.  1675. 

<J  I NC  E  my  laft,  I  have  received  yours  of  the  5th, 
"^  which  brought  me  a  copy  of  the  moft  chriftian 
king's  anfwer  to  his  majefty,  up6n  the  propofal  of 
Meurs  for  the  plac<^  of  congrefs,  and  his  majefty's 
commands  how  to  proceed  farther  with  the  States  in 
this  flatter.     The  beft  account  1  can  give  you  of  my 
obeying  them   will   be  by  the  inclofcd    memorial, 
which  being  the  firft  I  have  put  in  to  the  States  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  his   majefty*s  mediation,    I  thought 
might  be  fit  to  trouble  you  with ;  that  fo  I  might 
know,  whether,  being  left:  fo  much  at  large  in  this 
commiflion,    the  conceptions  I  have  upon  it  agree 
as  they  ought  to  do  with  thofe  of  his  majefty,  both 
as  to  the  main  fcope  and  as  to  the  manner  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  proceeding  in  it.  One  of  the  great  ones, 
and  moft  to  be  confidered,  I  take  to  be  that  of  per- 
fuading  the  confederates,  that  his  majefty  is  as  impar- 
tial, as  a  mediator  ought  to  be,  in  the  conduct  ofthis 
affair-,  and  therefore  you  will  find  this   defign  run 
through  the  whole  contexture  of  this  memorial :  the 
reft  is,  I  hope,  juft  what  his  majefty  commanded  me 
to  purfue  upon  the  point  of  Nimeguen,  and  the  in- 
ftanccs  as  ftrong  as  I  could  make  them  j  and  may  not 
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poflibly  be  kfs  fuccefsAli  fbr  the  penfiotvef^s  abfehce, 
if  the  States  think  fit  to  come  to  a  refohition  upon  it 
without  hift  Gommimication,  which  I  may  yet  knovf 
before  thecloflBnte  of  this  letter ;  in  the  mean  time,  I 
flialL  ^fm  ys&b  the  ftate,  as  well  as  I  can,  of  the 
Swedffix  inwation,  in  aniwer  to  the  latter  part  of  your 
letter,  M^  your  commands  of  dokig  afl  by  concert  or 
communication  with  him. 

Hitherto  he  IXdS  adNn^ys  bi^&t^ht  or  &nt  me  copies 
ofaltdie  mtmofidd  he  has  put  iri  upon  the  fubje6l  of 
h^  maftt«^s  medtatidii,  within  a  d^y  or  two  after  he 
didhrescd  them;  but  without  any  communication 
be&re  ^  what  they  imported,  though  they  have  been 
msnfj  .ftnoe  he  knew  and  complimented  me  upon  his 
tooBfe&f^  mediation  being  ae^pted  by  all  parties.  I 
Inwre  dbfcrved  the  fame  courfe^ith  h'im,  and  ftill  give^ 
him  part  of  what  pafled  t^  the  conferences  between 
me  and  the  States  deputies  Vl§m  tHt  fame  fubjeft ;  and 
we  live  in  all  points  the  bed  st^the  friendBeft  that  can 
ht  together.  But  upon  the  whofc  matter,  I  take  his 
snajefty's  mediation,  and  that  of  the  crown  oi-  Sweden, 
to  be  different  fo  eflentialty,  as  weU  as  in  circumftances, 
that  I  know  not  how  they  can  bt  fo  abfotutely  joined 
as  you  feem  to  intimate  •,  noil  \*ftether  il  ought  to  b^ 
endeavoured  farther  than  flSifttgliniKg  tte  beft  coite-* 
jpondence  that  can  be  with  iH^hii  and^  i9t^ing,  as  near 
as  we  can,  the  fame  pace,  though  fdj^arately,  in  the 
^urfe  of  this  affair. 

For  the  firft ;  you  know  when  the  Swedes  mediation 
began,  we,  and  France,  and  thefe  States  were  all  the 
parties  in  the  quarrel ;  that  during  the  mediation  at 
Gologn,  by  an  alliance  with  Spain,  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  came  with  other  princes  to  be  principals  in  it; 
that  after  this  incident,  though  the  Swedifti  mediation 
continued,  yet  it  reached  no  farther  in  the  negotiations 
of  their  ambaffadors  than  the  firft  parties'^j  and  though 
it  was  endeavoured  (whether  it  failed  upon  punftilioes, 
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or  more  important  fpeculations)  it  is  certain,  that 
neither  the  emperor,  nor  the  court  of  Spain  have  ever 
yet  been  induced  to  accept  of  that  niediation.  So 
that  neither  they  on  one  fide,  being  refufed  by 
fome  parties,  nor  the  pope,  who  will  oe  refufed  by 
others,  can  pretend  to  niake  the  fame  &gaxe,  in  this 
bufmefs  as  his  nugefty  does,  who  is  accq>ted  by 
all. 

In  the  next  place  \  though  monfieur  Ehernfteyn  has, 
fince  his  arrival  here,  very  indultrioufly  kept  up  the 
part  of  a  mediator,  by  very  frequent  and  voluminous 
memorials,  which  he  has  lately  printed  altogether, 
yet  they  have  been  confidered  by  the  States  little  far- 
ther, than  either  as  general  diicourfes,  or  declama^ 
tions  upon  the  theme  of  peace;  or  elfe  diligences 
affefted  purpofely  to  preferve  the  figure  of  mediation 
in  that  crown  with  this  ftate,  while  they  were  at  firft 
preparing,  and  fince  eng^ed  in  open  hoftility  with 
the  eleftor  of  Brandenburgh,  one  of  their  allies  -,  for 
whofe  defence  they  knfew  this  ftate  was  by  treaty 
obliged  to  employ  all  their  forces,  and  come  to  an 
open  rupture  with  the  invader. 

Ever  fmce  I  came  hither,  I  have  been  frequently 
entertained  by  thofe  of  theSutes,  and  particularly  by 
the  penfioner,  with  very  fliarp  complaints  of  the 
Swedes  toward  them,  and  their  open  and  avowed  par- 
tiality to  France,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  mediation. 
But  more  of  the  dejhonntteti^  as  they  term  it,  to  con- 
tinue  the  ofiers  and  paces  of  mediator,  after  the  trea- 
ties formerly  concluded  with  France,  their  money 
fo  openly  received,  and  their  holtile  march  into  the 
duke  of  Brandcnburgh's  country.  But  after  the  news 
of  this  laft  adventure,  the  penfioner,  at  the  head  of  the 
States  deputies,  in  the  next  conference  upon  their 
defires,  upon  his  majefty*s  propofmg  Meurs,  told  me, 
the  States  had  at  firft  ordered  the  fame  defire  to  be 
made  to  the  Swediih  ambafiador,  but  had  fince  re- 
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folved  that  Ihould  be  omitted^  becaufe  they  could 
not  confider  that  crown  any  longer  as  mediator,  after 
their  being  engaged  aftually  in  a  war  with  one  of  their 
principal  allies,  and  upon  mealures  formerly  taken 
with  tneir  enemies. 

You  know  fince,  how  this  motion  of  the  Swedilh 
army  has  been  a  blind  fort  of  bufinefs  on  both  fides  ; 
they,  on  the  one  fide,  apprehending  the  refolute  pro- 
feflions  of  this  ftatc  to  declare  open  war  by  fea  and 
land ;  and  not  only  to  engage  their  confederates,  but 
endeavour  it  with  the  Mufcovite  too,  in  cafe  they  did 
not  retire  their  forces  out  of  the  Brandenburgh  country, 
have  feemed  of  latevery  irrefolute  how  togo  on,  or  come 
off  from  the  adventure ;  and  by  a  middle  courfe  of  only 
quartering  in  his  country,  but  attacking  none  of  his 
towns,  and  paying  fometimes  for  what  they  take,  that 
they  might  not  be  faid  to  live  wholly  at  difcretion,  as 
in  an  enemy's  country  •,  they  have  feemed  to  defign  the 
giving  juft  fo  much  fatisfaftion  to  France,  as  mighu 
preferve  their  treaties  with  that  crown ;  and  fo  little 
offence  to  the  confederates,  as  might  keep  off  a  gene- 
ral breach  with  the  emperor,  as  well  as  Spam  and  this 
ftate,  and  perhaps  moft  of  the  princes  of  the  em- 
pire too,  in  conju^on  with  Denmark. 

On  the  other  fide,  this  ft:ate,  though  they  have, 
from  the  firft  march  of  the  Swediih  troops,  declared 
pofitively  to  the  ambafiador  here,  that  they  would 
open  the  war,  unlefs  his  matter  recalled  his  forces  out 
of  the  Brandenburgh  territories  ;  yet  they  have  delayed 
it  all  this  while,  upon  pretence  or  that  refolution's  run- 
ning the  circle  of  all  the  provinces  with  fome  more  than 
ufiial  delay  -,  but  in  truth,  that  before  they  begin  an 
aAion  of  fuch  confequence,  they  may  be  firft  affured 
of  their  confederates  intentions,  take  their  meafures 
with  them  for  beginning,  as  well  as  carrying  on  the 
war,  and  in  the  mean  time  give  Sweden  leave  to 
avoid  it  by  recalling  their  forces.     As  this  matter  has 
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played  upon  thefe  circumftances  and  difpofitiotts,  (ci 
you  will  eafdy  imagine  die  bufinels  of  their  mediation 
has  fomerimes  appeared  alive,  and  fomctimes  dead  j 
and  whedier  it  be  one  or  the  other,  for  my  part,  f 
cannot  tcII.  For,  notwithftanding  what  the  penfioner 
told  me,  as  I  before  mentbned,  and  what  I  hear  was 
replied  at  a  conference  with  the  deputies  to  the  Swedifli 
ambafladors  upon  that'occafion,  yet,  I  find,  he  ftill 
continues  his  memorials  in  the  fame  ftyle,  and  will^  X 
know,  make  all  the  paces  imaginable  to  prcfervc  this 
figure  of  mediation  as  long  as  can  be  done. 

Now,  whether  this  continue  or  no,  which  yet  I 
will  formally  alk  the  penfioner  at  his  return,  as  you 
defire  -,  yet  I  doubt,  for  my  part,  whether  it  will 
not  weaken  the  force  of  his  majefty*s  mediation  (which 
will  chiefly  confift  in  the  opinion  of  its  being  impar- 
tial) to  join  it  openly  and  formally  with  that  of  Swe-^ 
den ;  which,  whether  the  war  go  on  or  no,  will  ever 
be  interpreted  not  only  partial  to  France,  but  even  to 
be  managed  by  the  very  motions  they  Ihall  receive 
from  thence.     I  am  ever,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  26,  N.  S.  1675^ 

T  W  AS  extreme  forry  to  find  by  your  laft  of  the  9th, 
■*  that  your  illpefs  was  returned,  after  I  had  flatterecf 
myfelf  of  its  having  left  you,  from  what  your  former 
told  me.  God  fend  your  next  may  bring  me  better 
news  of  it,  which  will  be  welcomer  to  no  body  than 
me.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  his  majefly  has  that  pro- 
pofition  ftill  in  his  thought  and  endeavour,  and  hope 
he  will  purfue  it  till  it  falls  one  way  or  other ;  for,  in 
all  bufinefs  of  public  or  private  concernment,  I  have 
always  thought  the  beft  rule  is,  as  in  hunting,  one 
thing  at  Jt  time,  and  fee  the  end  of  it  before  another 
begins.  I  am  very  proud  to  find  his  majefty*s  opinion, 
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as  well  as  yours,  agree  with  what  I  had  at  the  firft 
upon  this  bufinefs  of  Gelderland ;  it  is  now  over,  but 
the  fmart  of  it  will  not  wear  off  without  further  time ; 
and  bending  the  ftick  a  contrary  way  muft  make  it 
right.  I  think  his  majefty,  for  his  own  fake  as  well 
as  the  prince's,-  has  reafon  to  be  of  the  mind  he  is  in 
this  matter,  for  all  offers  of  that  kind  lofe  us  as  many 
friends  in  this  country  as  they  gain  to  France  •,  and 
it  was  a  common  voice  of  Amfterdam,  that  they  had 
better  be  under  the  fubjeftion  of  that  crown,  than  of 
an  ablblute  fovereignty  at  home.  In  thofe  few  days 
the  noife  lafted,  there  was  above  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  drawn  out  of  the  bank  of  Amfterdam ; 
the  Eaft  India  aftions  fell  above  thirty,  and  thofe 
upon  the  cantores  of  Holland  fell  from  a  hundred  to 
fcventy-five,  v/hich  was  five  lower  than  at  the  moft 
defperate  crifis  of  the  laft  war  j  which  are  efFefts  that 
might  amaze  fuch  as  do  not  either  underftand  or  con- 
lider,  how  much  trade,  and  indeed  all  government, 
depends  upon  opinion. 

The  prince  has,  in  his  letters  to  the  province  of 
Utrecht,  thanked  them  for  their  kindnefs  exprefled  to 
him  in  daeir  advice,  and  fallen  very  fharp  upon  thofe 
in  other  provinces,  who  could  ground  fuch  lufpicions 
as  they  nad^upon  that  occafion;  which  makes  me 
fear,  he  does  not  yet  know  enough  of  the  temper  of 
his  patient,  nor  how  little  any  fort  of  rough  phyfic 
agrees  with  it.  And  let  me  teU  you,  between  us,  that 
among  fome  younger  or  warmer  heads,  they  fay,  our 
friend  has  been  the  chief  confulter  of  this  affair,  which, 
for  my  part,  I  think,  agrees  very  well  with  what 
others  fay,  of  his  being  at  heart  as  much  ^  republican 
as  monfieur  de  Witt :  for,  I  am  fure,  nothing  could 
have  jgiven  fo  great  a  check  to  any  defigns  of  domi- 
nion here,  as  this  has  done.  Whereas,  by  a  courfe  of 
very  popular  counfels,  with  fome  fuccefles  in  the  war, 
the  States  themfclves,  in  fome  little  tiqic,  might  have 
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been  the  inftruments  of  incrcafmg  the  prince's  autho- 
rity ;  or  the  people  might  have  forced  them  to  it,  by 
their  truft  and  kindnels  to  the  prince,  and  thereby 
preferring  his  government  before  their  own. 

I  cannot  tell  you  any  thing  yet,  what  is  like  to  be 
done  about  his  majefly's  propofirion  of  Nime^en  for 
the  place  of  congrefe,  the  States  having  lent  it  to  the 
prince,  as  I  had  done  at  the  fame  time  I  put  in  my 
memorial  to  them.  I  have  preffed  it  both  with  his 
highnels  and  here,  as  the  only  way  of  meeting ;  but 
after  all,^  I  am  apt  to  think  the  campaign  will  begin 
before  the  treaty,  and  the  events  of  one  will  be  go- 
verned by  thofe  of  the  otlier.  I  believe  the  method 
of  the  next  adtion  will  be,  to  have  the  emperor's  army 
aft  either  hy  itfelf,  or  in  conjunftion  only  with  that 
of  the  circles,  and  for  the  Brandenburgh  and  Luncn- 
burgh  troops  to  fall  in  as  auxiliaries  only  to  the  prince 
of  Orange,  who  Ihall  command  alone,  and,  upon 
occafion  of  a  fiege  or  a  battle,  receive  other  auxiliary 
troops  likewife  from  the  duke  de  Villa  Hcrmofa,  who 
will  live  in  the  bcft  intelli^nce,  and,  I  believe,  with 
very  great  deference  to  his  highncfs  in  the  councils 
and  aftions  of  the  campaign. 

I  write  you  particular  things,  which  go  no  othei 
way,  but  fuch  as  I  imagine  his  majefty,  as  well  as 
you,  may  be  content  to  know.     I  am  ever,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Chamberlain. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  March  22,  N.  S.  1675. 

T  Have  newly  received  your's  of  the  8th  current,  and 
-*■  rejoice  with  you  upon  your  journey  to  Hufton, 
where  I  wifh  you  the  health  and  fatisfaftion  you  pro- 
pofe  to  yourfelf,  and  which  is  neceflary  botn  to  the 
fervice  of  our  mafter,  and  to  the  contentment  of  your 
friends.  What  you  wonder  fo  much  at,  both  as  to 
the  prince's  faying,  you  had  given  him  no  anfwer  to 
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what  he  propofcd  to  yoU  about  the  peace ;  and  as  to 
my  fufiering  him  to  fay  it,   I  muft  tell  you,  that  I 
Very  well  rcmembei*  what  vou  writ  to  me  about  mon- 
fieur  Ruvigni*s  fcheme  or  chit  matter  j  and  ttold  it 
the  prince,  whether  you  writ  to  him,  or  no.     But  his 
highnefs  never  took  that  for  any  anfwer  to  what  he 
had  advanced  to  you  at  your  being  here ;  which,  he 
fays,  was  not  to  France,  nor  to  Know  their  mind 
upon  it,  but  his  majefty's.     Therefore  the  anfwer  the 
prince  expefted  upon  it  was,  to  know  whether  hi* 
majefty  thought  that  propofal,  or  fomething  near  it, 
a  reafonable  ground  for  fuch  a  peace  as  his  majefty 
judged  fafe  and  lafting:  and,  whether  his  majefty 
would  thereupon  endeavour  it  with  France,  while  his 
highnefs  did  the  fame  with  the  confederates.     If  his 
majefty  Ihould  be  of  this  mind,  then  the  prince  ex* 
pefted,  he  would  propofe  it  to  France,  and  fignify 
their  anfwer  upon  it :  if  that  fliould  be  juft  what  mon* 
ficur  Ruvigni  fticks  at^  and  no  appearance  of  growbg 
lefs,  I  fuppofe,  in  plain  terms,  the  treaty  ends  before 
it  begins,  and  is  not  to  begin  again  till  the  campaign 
ends.     This,  atleaft,  is  my  opinion -,  and  that,  what- 
ever the  fuccels  of  the  one  fide,  and  difafters  of  the 
other,  have  been  the  laft  year,    yet  the  confederates 
will  rather  throw  away  the  fheath,  and  buckle  ^^aia 
to  the  war,  than  take  a  peace  upon  fuch  terms,  before 
they  are  abfolutely  beaten  into  it. 

I  have,  upon  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon*s  order,  at 
two  conferences,  dcfired  of  the  States  to  propofe  a 
plan  to  his  majefty,  upon  which,  or  near  it,  thej^ 
think  their  allies  will  confent  to  the  peace.  By  next 
poft,  .you  will  fee  it  from  them  in  writing ;  in  the 
mean  time,  I  may  tell  you,  it  will  be  mucjh  fuch  an- 
other on  the  one  fide,  as  monfieur  Ruvigni*s  is  on  the 
other;  and  fo  muft  all  be  that  comes  this  open  way 
from  the  States.  Nor  fhould  I  have  defired  it,  but 
by  Mr.  Secretary's  orders,  or  expeAed  an  ifllie  from 
Vol.  IV.  G  ^nj 
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any  thing  here  in  this  kind,  but  what  firft  is  privatelj^ 
concerted  between  his  majefly  and  the  prince. 

W  hat  the  States  will  do,  as  to  interpofmg  for  prince 
William  of  Furftenburgh,  I  know  not ;  tmt  I  hear  it 
talked  among  the  foreign  minifters,  that  the  emperor 
will  not  part  with  him,  unlefs  a  peace  be  made ;  and, 
in  that  cafe,  he  will  oblige  himfelf  to  give  him  his 
liberty,  and  pardon  him.  I  have  very  good  reafon  to 
believe  the  Swedifh  ambaffadors,  both  at  Paris  and 
here,  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  hinder  the  congrefs  at 
Nimeguen,  by  throwing  in  this  incident,  as  well  as 
otherways,  and  ftomach  his  majefly^s  being  left  th6 
fole  mediator,  by  their  being  fo  formally  rejefted,  as 
■well  as  having  obtained  this  point  from  the  States,  after 
their  having  failed  of  Breda  fo  long  contended  for. 
However,  mohficur  Ehernftcin  and  I  live  the  beft  that 
can  be  together ;  which  I  do,  not  only  by  his  majeft/s 
command,  but  by  my  own  difpofition  too,  having 
vifited  him  four  or  five  times,  and  communicated  all 
that  has  pafled  in  his  majefly's  mediation  fmce  he  has 
ftirred  out  of  his  chaniber,  where  he  has  lain  fick, 
either  of  the  gout,  or  of  trouble,  fince  he  is  grown, 
as  he  calls  it,  tout  a  fait  inutile :  and,  I  think,  indeed, 
I  never  faw  a  more  dejefted  man  than  he  has  been 
upon  tliis  occafion. 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  you  have  ended  your 
Indian  treaty  the  belt  you  could :  and  you  know  very 
well  I  ever  told  you,  the  ftate  here  would  break,  rather 
than  come  up  to  what  our  merchants  (or  the  con- 
trivers of  fome  unkindncfs  l)etween  the  nations)  re- 
folved  at  firft  to  aflc,  and  have  fince  ftood  upon  juft 
as  you  fay,  either  to  have  all  they  aflced,  or  nothing. 
Nor  do  I  believe  there  will  be  much  ufe  of  the  com* 
miffioners  to  decide  the  quarrels  of  the  companies, 
when  other  quarrels  are  not  intended  on  one  fide  or 
the  other.    I  am  ever,  &c. 
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To  the  King* 

Hague,  March  22,  N.  S.  16754 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly, 
T  Have  this  day  received  the  honour  of  a  letter  froiil 
*  your  majefty  of  the  5th,  for  which  I  return  my 
humble  acknowledgments,  and  efteem  it  much  the 
greater  for  having  been  written  upon  a  fubjeft,  which 
1  knew  your  majefty  would  not  treat  otherwife  than  in 
confidence ;  being,  indeed,  a  very  tender  point,  and 
which  touches  the  ftrings  ;  upon  the  good  or  ill  tun- 
ing whereof  very  much  of  your  majefty 's  greateft  con*- 
cerns  at  this  time  depends.  I  will  confels  that  I  was 
extremely  furprized  to  read  what  your  majefty  fays 
has  been  whifpered  to  you,  concerning  an  intended 
journey  of  the  prince  this  fpring  into  England ;  and  I 
Ihould  be  extremely  alhamed  to  be  found  ignorant 
here  of  a  matter  oiffuch  confequence,  that  were  known 
fo  far  off.  I  have  very  litde  belief  of  infallibility, 
and  lefs  of  no  man's  than  my  own ;  but  I  am  as  con- 
fident as  I  can  be  of  having  any  of  my  five  fenfes  about 
me,  that  the  prince  has  never  had  yet  one  thought  of 
fuch  a  journey  this  feafon,  unlefs  it  had  happened  that 
the  peace  had  been  abfolutely  made,  which  he  has  not 
lately  had  much  reafon  to  hope  for ;  and  for  the  pre- 
fent,  I  believe,  he  thinks  no  more  of  a  journey  to 
London,  than  to  Venice  •,  nor  indeed  of  any  thing,  but 
how  to  get  out  of  this  war  with  a  little  honour  and 
fafety ;  towards  which,  I  am  confident,  he  reckons 
upon  pleafing  your  majefty  as  a  much  better  and  nearer 
way,  than  duobliging  you  in  any  kind* 

This  is  my  opinion,  and  I  have  not  yet  been  out  in 
any  of  my  calculations  here.  But  becaufe  I  cannot 
reckon  any  thing  to  be  neglefted,  that  deferves  your 
majcft/s  thoughts,  I  will,  at  my  firft  feeing  the 
prince  upon  his  return  (which  is  cxpeftcd  after  to- 

G  2  morrow) 
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morrow)  let  him  know,  that  I  hear  fuch  a  thing  has 
been  whifpered  to  your  majcfty,  and  how  I  conceive  it 
muft  be  underftood :  and  will,  upon  this  occafion,  talk 
it  to  the  bottom,  if  I  find  it  needs,  either  from  what 
I  meet  in  his  difcourfe  upon  it,  or  can  obferve  from 
his  countenance.  But  it  I  find  it  wholly  as  I  expe6b, 
without  any  manner  of  gi'ound,  I  Ihall,  with  your 
inajefly*s  leave,  neither  fhew  him  your  letter,  nor  fpeak 
of  it  as  a  thing  your  majefly  believed,  or  reflefted 
upon.  And  of  all  this  I  hope  to  give  your  majcfty  an 
account  by  the  next. 

I  can  eafily  imagine  what  errand  the  whifperers  of 
this  ftory  muft  have  pretended,  to  give  fuch  a  journey 
of  the  prince  about  the  time  of  the  parliament's  fitting: 
and  I  wiD  not  anfwcr  for  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's 
bufy  talk  at  fuch  a  feafon  ;  though  he  may  have  as 
little  thanks  for  it  here,  as  for  all  he  has  lately 
entered  into  of  his  own  head  with  monfieur  Ruvigni. 
But  I  Ihould  be  very  forry  to  ferve  your  majefty  in  this 
figure,  upon  a  fcene  where  any  motions  (hould  arife 
-towards  the  difcompofing  your  majcfty's  aflfairs,  either 
at  home  or  abroad,  or  thofe  meafures  you  Ihall  think 
fit  to  hold  in  a  point  fo  material  to  the  bappinefs  of 
your  reign.  And,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  pretty  con- 
fident, that  I  could  prevail  both  with  the  prince  and 
the  ftate  here,  as  to  all  that  concerns  themfelves,  to 
refer  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace  wholly  to  your  majefty, 
not  as  a  mediator  only,  but  as  ablolute  arbiter,  and 
without  thinking  of  any  other  recourfe,  but  to  'your 
majefty's  perfonal  difpofitions^  and  judgnnent  of  what 
you  efteem  fafe  for  them  and  their  neighbours.  And, 
if  the  point  of  honor,  and  thereby,  indeed,  of  in- 
tereft,  were  not  in  it,  not  to  abandon  their  allies,  to 
whom  they  owe  their  own  prefervation,  and  are  tied 
by  fo  many  treaties  -,  I  doubt  not  but  I  fhould  be  able 
to  fend  your  majefty  fuch  a  fchemc  from  hence  befora 
lam  aweekolder* 

If 
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If  my  opinions  are  right,  and  your  majefly  be  fo 
fafe  and  fo  eafy  here,  as  I  believe;  it  will  then  hz 
poflibly  worth  your  majefty's  obfcrving  from  what 
quiver  this  arrow  came,  and  whether  ther6  be  no 
poifon  in  it,  that  you  may  know  the  hand  another  time. 
If  I  am  miftaken,  and  there  was  reafon  for  futh  a 
fufpicion,  your  majefly,  I  am  fure,  has  a  very  ignorant 
ambaflador  hejre,  and  v/ho  has  lofl:  the  talent  of  fcrving 
you  with  the  fuccefs  as  formerly  attended  him  j  though^ 
I  am  fure,  he  has  lofl:  none  of  that  hearty  zeal  where- 
with he  has  been,  and  flaali  be  ever,  Sir,  your  majefty'* 
'fnoft  faithful,  &c. 

To  the  King. 

Hague,  March  25,  N.  S.  i6j^. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefl:y, 
T  N  purfuance  of  what  I  writ  lafl;  pofl:,  I  waited  00 
-■"  the  prince  yefl:erday  at  his  return,  and  took  occafion 
to  tell  him  what  I  heard  had  been  whifpered  to  your 
majefly  about  his  intended  journey  this  fpring  into 
England,  without  taking  notice  of  having  heard  any 
tiling  of  it  from  your  majefly.  The  prince  tcJd  me 
he  knew  very  well  what  mufl:  be  the  meaning  of  fucl> 
a  report :  that  he  was  very  forry  to  fee  fome  perfona 
about  you  refolved  to  do  him  all  ill  offices  to  your, 
majefly,  and  indeavour  to  make  things  ill  between  you» 
kt  his  carriage  be  what  it  will :  that,  for  his  part^  he 
would  never  deferve  it,  i>ut  he  knew  not  how  to  help 
people's  talk :  they  might  fay  if  they  would,  that  a 
cow  could  catch  a  hare ;  but  he  did  oot  know  why 
any  body  ftiould  believe  it,  I  interrupted  him,  and  faid 
he  might  be  confident  your  majefl:y  would  be  the  laft: 
to  believe  any  thing  of  his  highnefs's  ill  intentions 
towards  you  in  any  kind :  and  that,  I  was  fure,  you 
believed  nothing  of  this,  whatever  had  been  told  you  5 
tliat  he  Ivnew  very  well,  how  glad  your  majefty  would 
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be  at  all  times  to  fee  him  •,  but  that  it  might  be  at 
fome  times  inconvenient  to  you  both,  and  therefore 
your  majefty  was  confident,  that  whenever  he  had  a^iy 
thoughts  or  it,  the  firft  thing  he  would  do,  would  be 
tp  acquaint  you  with  it,  and  know  yOur  opinion  and 
your  pleafure  upon  it.  The  prince  replied^  that  he 
would  be  fure  to  do  fo  whenever  there  was  occafion, 
but  hitherto  there  had  been  none  :  that,  it  was  true, 
when  my  lord  Arlington  was  here,  they  talked  fome- 
times  or  his  going  into  England  this  fpring,  in  cafe  the 
peace  were  made  ;  or  that  if  it  were  fo  fq.r  advanced, 
as  to  let  him  fee  it  would  be  done,  he  Ihould  have 
been  content  to  go  and  conclude  it  in  England :  but 
this  was  only  talked  at  their  being  here,  and  that  my 
lord  Arlington  had  firft  begun  it,  and  put  him  upon 
thefe  thoughts :  that,  fince  that  time,  he  had  neyer 
thought  more  of  it :  and  that  I  can  tell  very  well,  as 
affairs  went,  if  he  had  the  grcateft  mind  in  the  world  to 
go,  he  could  not ;  and  that,  if  he  could,  he  was  fure 
ne  Ihould  never  think  of  it  without  firft  afking  your 
majefty*s  leave,  and  knowing  that  you  liked  it.  With 
that  he  faid  in  fome  heat,  '  Would  to  God  none  about 

*  the  king  had  worfe  intentions  to  his  fervice  than  I 

*  h^ve  :  but  if  he  will  not  believe  me,  what  can  I  do  ? 

*  I  would  be  very  glad  to  fee  the  king,  and  have  but 

*  too  much  reafon  to  defire  it ;  but  I  have  fomething 

*  elfe  to  do  at  this  time  than  to  thinkoffuch  journeys/ 

I  tell  your  majefty,  as  juft  as  I  can,  his  own  words ; 
by  which  you  will  beft  judge  of  his  meaning :  and 
upon  this  I  told  his  highneS,  I  was  very  glad  I  was 
not  miftaken  in  him ;  for,  upon  hearing  what  had 
been  told  your  majefty  upon  this  fubjeft,  I  had  written 
to  you  the  laft  poft ;  and  thereupon  repeated  fome 
of  the  afiurances  I  had  given  you,  both  of  his  never 
hrivinp;  hiid  any  fuch  thing  in  defign,  and  of  his  duty 
and  intentions  towards  your  majefty  being  in  aU 
points  ^hat  became  him,     Th?  prince  told  me,  he 

was 
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was  very  much  beholden  to  me  for  it ;  and  Iwore  he 
would  always  make  my  word$  good,  and  t|iat  he 
would  never  deceive  you. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly, 
I  had  written  thus  far  in  the  morning,  and  thought 
I  had  very  little  to  add ;  but,  about  one  o'clock  after- 
noon, the  prince  came  to  me,  and  fcnt  for  me  out  of 
my  clofet,  where  I  was  locked  up.  When  I  came  to 
him,  he  made  me  excufes,  at  firll,  in  good  humour 
enough  •,  but,  fuddenly  changing  countenance,  he  told 
me,  he  had  received  a  letter  from  my  lord  Arlington 
that  he  could  not  but  come  and  fhew  me ;  for  he  knew 
not,  for  his  part,  what  to  fay  to  it,  nor  what  he  meant 
by  it :  thereupon  he  read  it  all  to  me ;  and,  upon  that 
part  which  concerned  his  journey  into  England,  he 
faid,  *  his  lordlhip  knew  well  enough  how  far  that  was 
*  ever  thought  of,  for  he  was  the  fiiS  that  put  me  upon 
^  it.*  Then  he  went  on,  and  read  a  long  period  in 
cypher,  that  began  about  Du  Moulin's  being  ftill  about 
him,  and  fomenting  the  defigns  of  engaging  the  par* 
liament  this  next  fitting  in  the  aflfairs  of  France ; 
tellins  him  thereupon,  hishighnefs  knew  beft,  whether 
fuch  friendfhips  were  to  be  relied  on  that  were  ip^de 
a  coups  de  batons :  and  that  he  knew  very  well,  there 
were  difcontents  here,  as  well  as  in  other  places,  and 
that^^;f  lestouchott^  on  les  pqurroU  faire faigner  encore^ 
I  repeat  the  words  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  becaufc 
I  know  not  whether  this  was  written  or  no  by  your 
majefty^s  communication  or  command :  and  the  prince 
reading  it  with  fomc  ftammering  upon  the  interlini^ 
ing  of  the  cypher,  apd  yet  with  a  good  deal  of 
emotion,  I  will  not  anfwer  for  every  word ;  but  I  am 
fure  I  am  right  in  the  grofs,  upon  reading  the  laft 
words,  ou  les  pQurroit  faire  faigner.  The  prince  faid, 
he  underftood  this  very  well  j  for  it  was  the  fame  with 
what  my  lord  Arlington  told  monfieur  Jle^d  in  Engr 
G  4  landi 
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land ;  that  if  the  king  would  go  about  it,  he  could 
make  him  be  ferved  as  monfieur  de  Witt  was :  then 
he  fwore  in  a  r^e,  that  he  couid  not  beaf  this  lanv 
guage  from  my  lord  Arlington,  nor  liv^  any  longer 
with  him  as  he  had  done :  that,  ynder  profeffion  of 
friendfhip,  and  of  dealing  plainly  with  him,  he  faw 
very  well,  that  he  did  him  all  the  mifchief  he  could  \ 
and  that  he  could  bear  it  no  longer.  When  I  told 
the  prince,  that  what  my  lord  Arlington  writ  wa$ 
upon  what  others  had  faid,-  and  endeavoured  to  make 
your  majefty  believe  j  he  faid,  No,  he  believed  it  wa^ 
my  lord  Arlington  himfelf;  and  that  he  had  made 
his  brother  Odyke  hinder  *Du  Mpulin's  going  to 
Sufinam,  on  purpofe  that  he  might  ftiil  have  that 

Eretext  of  doing  hjm  ill  offices  to  your  majefty :  that, 
owever,  if  he  had  been  fuch  a  friend  as  he  pretended, 
whenever  any  body  elfe  offered  at  doing  hun  fuch  ill 
offices  to  your  majefty,  my  lord  Arlington,  that 
knew  his  intentions  fo  well,  Ihould  have  give^  them 
the  lie,  and  have  anfwened  to  your  majefty  for  him, 
and  not  gone  away  himfelf  with  the  belief  of  them, 
or  writ  him  fuch  impertinent  language  upon  no  man-? 
ner  of  grounds :  then  he  wilhed  he  might  die  on  the 
place,  if  he,  or  any  man  he  knew  here,  had  the  leaft 
thoughts  of  making  any  intrigues  with  the  parlia^ 
ment,  or  offering  at  any  forts  of  application  to  them  % 
or  if  ever  he  had  thought  or  done  any  thing  in  the 
war  itfelf  that  deferved  any  fuch  language  as  this. 
But  then  he  ftopt,  and  faid,  he  would  write  to  my 
lord  Arlington  what  was  fit  to  be  faid  to  fuch  a  letter : 
but  he  would  write  to  your  majefty  too ;  and  delired 
me,  I  would  convey  it  to  you,  fo  as  it  might  be  dc-: 
Kvered  you  in  private;  for,  unlefs  he  could  enter  into 
a  perfonal  confidence  with  your  majefty,  he  knew  not 
how  to  live  with  you  j  for  he  knew  not  which  of  your 
minifters  he  could  truft,  fince  my  lord  Arlington 
yf^d  him  aft^r  this  manner.    I  promifed  his  highr 
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ndi  to  convey  hi§  letter  to  you :  and,  after  a  great 
deal  of  paffion  vented,  and  witli  all  the  profeffion^ 
ima^able,  not  only  of  his  own  innocx^nce,  but  that 
no  man  Ihould  dare  do  any  thing  againft  your  majefty's 
fervice,  whilft  he  had  any  power,  he  left  me.  And 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  your  majefty  this  bare 
account  of  all  that  paflcd,  which  I  thought  of  fa 
great  concernment. 

What  is  fo  to  your  msgefly's,  will  ever  make  me 
lofe  all  other  regards,  I  told  your  majefty,  at  my 
coming  away,  I  would  depend  upon  none  but  your- 
felf :  when  that  fails,  I  know  the  way  to  my  gardeiv 
s^ain.  In  the  mean  time,  you  fhall  be  fcrved  with 
the  fincere  and  particular  devotion  that  becomes.  Sir, 
your  majefty*s  moft  loyal  arid  moft  obedient  fubjed 
and  fervant. 

^0  the   Governor  and  Company  of  Merchant 
Adventurers. 

SIR,  Hi^ue,  March 26,  N.  S.  1675. 

I  Received  not  long  fincc  a  kind  letter  from  you,  in 
the  name  of  The  company  of  merchant  adventurers 
of  England,  and  ihould  be  very  glad  to  deferve  the 
good  opinion  you  therein  exprefs  of  me,  and  of  my 
good  intentions  towards  the  fervice  of  your  cfimpany 
in  its  juft  pretentions  here.  It  would  be  an  honour  to 
me,  during  my  prefent  ambafly,  to  retrieve  them, 
after  what  happe^d  to  their  prejudice  before  my  lafb 
arrival  •,  as  it  was  one  to  me  in  my  laft  ambaily  to  re- 
prieve them,  which,  I  think,  indeed,  I  may  wholly 
attribute  to  myfelf.  I  am  fure,  no  man  can  be  a  greater 
fervant  and  well-wilher  to  all  defigns  of  advancing 
the  trade  of  our  nation,  than  I  j  nor,  confequently,  tQ 
the  profperity  of  your  company,  and  of  the  city  of 
London,  where  it  refide^,  and  where  I  efteem  it  an 
honour  to  have  been  born«    But  as  to  the  particular 
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branches  of  it,  eljpecially  this  at  Doit,  I  dare  not  take 
upon  me  to  judge,  how  much  the  eftablifhment  of  it 
in  its  former  conftitutions  imports  the  advancement 
of  our  trade ;  becaufe  his  majefty  and  council  feem 
to  have  put  fome  difcountenance  upon  that  opinion, 
by  the  liberty,  or  connivance  given,  for  fo  many  years 
paft,  to  the  interlc^ing  trade ;  which  makes  it  look  as 
if  the  prefent  intereft  of  your  company.here  were  no 
more  than  the  bare  intereft  of  fome  few  merchants 
habituated  at  Dort,  and  their  enjoyments  of  certain 
exemptions,  which  are  confiderable,  perhaps,  to  their 
domeftic  and  perfonal  concernments,  but  very  little  fo 
to  the  woollen  trade  of  the  nation,  in  which  tney  have 
but  a  very  fmall  fhare  in  proportion  to  what  the 
interlopers  drive. 

I  may  have  leave  to  fay,  that  in  what  tranfaftions 
have  paired  through  my  hands  upon  this  fubjeft, 
during  my  laft  and  prefent  ambafly,  I  have  gone  to 
the  bottom  of  this  affair,  and  feen  by  what  fprings  it 
has  moved ;  and  being  a  very  plain  man,  I  will  deal 
fo  with  you  in  this  matter,  and  tell  you,  that  I  believe, 
the  difcouragements  given  to  your  company  in  England 
by  the  liberties  allowed  the  interloping  trade,  both 
at  firft  railed,  and  have  ever  fince  fomented,  the  ill 
talent  that  you  know  has  been  borne  to  it  for  feveral 
years  by  this  ;  province  of  Holland :  for,  as  to  the 
reft  of  the  provinces,  they  have  none  at  all  againft 
you.  I  believe  the  bottom  of  it  here  is,  that  they  fee 
plainly,  whatever  privileges  are  allowed  your  company 
at  Dort  will  be  given  by  the  other  towns,  either 
openly  or  covenly,  to  all  thofe  interlopers  who  bring 
their  woollen  manufafture  direftly  thither  •,  and  in 
this,  the  very  States  themfelves  cannot  hinder  what 
each  town  will  do  for  their  own  particular  advantage. 
And  the  effeft  they  apprehend  from  this,  is,  a  general 
iricreafe  of  the  imported  manufaftures  from  England, 
and  thereby  a  proportionable  decay  of  their  own; 
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-upon  which  the  intereft  of  this  province  very  much 
turns:  fo  that  I  have  had  it  laid  to  me,  almoft 
in  plain  terms  by  the  penfioner  here,  that  if  the  king 
will  forbid  the  interloping  trade,  and  reftore  your 
company  to  its  full  rights  and  privileges  from  his 
majefty,  they  will  do  the  fame  to  all  they  have 
formerly  enjoyed  from  the  States. 

A^'hcn  I  have  faid  this,  I  have  told  you  all  I  know 
in  your  affair,  the  States  General  having  deferred  their 
anfwer  to  my  memorial  till  the  reprelentations  upon 
it  fhall  come  from  the  ftates  of  Holland  :  but  I  have 
not  told  you  all  I  fufpeft-,  which  is,  that  in  the 
prefcnt  date  of  your  company  in  England,  it  will  be 
very  difficult  to  reftore  it  to  the  former  ftate  here,  both 
from  what  I  have  already  faid,  and  from  the  confti- 
tution  of  this  government ;  by  which  it  is  very  ealy  to 
prevent  a  refolution  of  the  States  in  any  fuch  matter, 
bccaufe  the  engaging  of  one  town  in  a  province,  or  of 
one  province  in  the  ftates,  may  do  that :  but,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  very  hard  to  revoke  a  refolution  pafled, 
becaufe  the  confent  of  all  is  neceffary. 

Upon  this,  you  will  beft  judge  what  refleftions,  as 
well  as  what  paces,  to  make  in  your  bufineis.  And, 
for  my  part,  as  my  duty  muft  ever  engage  my  obedi- 
ence to  whatever  commands  I  receive  rrom  his  majefty 
upon  this  matter,  fo  my  inclinations  will  always  im- 
prove it,  all  that  may  be,  to  the  fervice  of  your  com- 
pany, which  bears,  at  leaft,  the  name  of  our  nation 
and  commerce,  though  many  would  have  it  believed 
that  neither  of  them  are  much  concerned  in  it.  I  am 
very  much  fo,  in  the  good-will  and  opinion  of  fo 
?«)rthy  and  honourable  a  fociety,  which  I  defire  you 
to  let  them  know,  and  how  much  I  fhall,  upon  all 
occafions,  endeavour  to  obfcrve  them ;  being  to  them, 
gpd  toyourfelf,  Sir,  an  affeftionatc  humble  fervant. 
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To  Sir  Jofeph  PVilliamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  April  i6,  N.  S.  1675, 

T  A  M  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  30th  paft,  but 
•*  cannot  take  upon  me  to  juftify  or  to  clear  any 
part  of  that  paper  given  me  by  the  States  concerning 
the  terms  of  a  peace :  they  would  have  been  glad  to 
have  been  excufed  from  doing  it  at  all ;  and  when  it 
was  done,  were  glad  it  was  off  their  hands  j  and,  I 
fuppofe,  have  thought  little  of  it,  either  before  or  fincet 
".  prefTcd  them  to  it,  becaufe  you  v/ere  pleafed  to  prefs 
me ;  but  knew  very  well,  it  could  be  nothing  but  a 
piece  of  form,  and  that  the  fccret  hinges  of  fuch  an 
affair  could  not  turn  before  fort)^  people,  but  muft 
fallen  firft  betwQpn  his  majefty  and  the  prince,  and 
then  pafs  the  forms  of  the  ftates.  His  highnefs  is  now 
perfedly  well,  has  been  up,  and  eat  flefh  thefe  four  or 
five  days,  and  Ihifted  to-day  j  fo  that  his  life  may  be 
reckoned  much  fafer  than  it  has  been  thefe  feven  years, 
Theftories,  you  fay,  are  much  wondered  at  there, 
of  his  having  been  vifited  by  the  foreign  minifter?, 
and  others,  every  day  in  his  ficknefs,  were  fo  far 
from  having  any  ground,  that  there  were  but  four 
people,  befides  the  phyficians,  that  ever  went  to  him  j 
which  were,  Rhindgrave,  monfieur  Odyke,  monfieur 
Overkirke,  and  monfieur  Bentinck,  of  which  the  two 
laft  were  all  that  watched  v^ith  him  a-nights  in  turns  j 
and  indeed  I  never  knew  any  ficknefs  of  a  great  man 
fo  well  governed  as  his ;  for,  you  know  how  apt 
they  are,  upon  thefe  occafions,  to  be  endangered  by. 
the  officious  exercife  of  too  much  care  and  fl<;ilL  Mr, 
Skelton  and  Mr.  Afliton  ^rived  here  on  Sunday,  and 
delivered  their  letters  that  night  j  but  the  prince  ex- 
cufed feeing  them  in  two  or  three  days,  fo  as  they  are 
gone  to  Amfterdam.  The  eleftor  of  Brandenburgh 
will,  I  hear,  come  hither,  ckher  the  end  of  this  week, 
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or  beginning  of  next  \  and  I  hear  for  a  fecret,  that 
the  two  dukes  of  Lunenburgh,  that  is,  Cell  and 
Ofnaburgh,  will  be  here  too  at  the  fame  time,  upon  an 
interview  with  the  prince,  in  which  the  marquis  de 
Grana  intervenes  from  the  emperor,  to'  agree  upon 
the  meafures  of  this  next  campaign, '  The  Danifh  mi- 
nifters  have  received  the  money,  or  the  greateil  part 
of  it,  agreed  by  their  late  treaty  to  be  paid  them  before 
they  take  the  field ;  that  is,  the  whole  quota  of  Spain, 
amounting  to  85,000  M.  crowns,-  is  paid  by  don 
Emanuel  de  Lyra,  and  the  quota  of  Holland  and 
Zealand  is  likewife  paid  -,  but  whether  they  will  im- 
mediately break  with  Sweden,  or  ftand  upon  this  date's 
doing  it  firft,  or  at  the  fame  time,  I  cannot  tell ;  or 
whether  this  ftate  will  go  fo  high  or  no, 

I  have  one  from  you  by  monfieur  de  Bas,  who  Ihall 
want  no  afTiftance  I  can  ^ve  him  here.  I  have  like- 
wife  a  letter  from  his  majcfly,  couhterfigned  by  you, 
in  favour  of  the  Elizabeth,  a  fhip  taken  upon  the  lame 
pretence  with  the  Rebecca,  concerning  which  I  wrote 
in  my  laft,  and  defired  the  declaration  of  his  majefly's 
underftanding  that  article  to  include  the  trading  from 
cncmy*^  to  enemy's  ports  :  when  this  is  done,  I  hope 
to  retrieve  thefe  two  Ihips,  if  the  owners  are  not  want- 
ing to  themfelves  in  attending  the  profecution.  I  am 
ever.  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

To  Sir  William  Lockhart. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  April  18,  N*  S.  1675. 

T  A  M  obliged  to  your  excellency  for  the  favour  of 

one  of  the  5th  pall,  with  the  account  of  your  ill 
^ufage  on  that  fide,  in  point  of  your  letters ;  which, 
methinks,  does  not  agree  very  well  with  the  good  intel- 
ligence between  our  two  courts,  deferving  more  confi- 
dence^  and  fairer  appearances,  as  faf  as  I  underftand. 
Your  lordfliip  knows  beft  the  ways  of  redrefling  it, 
3  though 
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though  the  lofs  or  delay  of  my  letters  hardly  defeiVrf 
that  care. 

The  tumult  of  Bourdeaux  was,  in  my  opinion,  very 
prudently  appeafed ;  though  I  know  not  whether  the 
luccefs  or  example  of  fuch  an  ^adventure  may  not  ftir 
humours,  or  raife  hopes  of  the  fame  kind  in  other 
great  towns.  I  confefs,  as  much  as  I  have  read  and 
thought,  makes  me  of  opinion,  that  thofe  govern- 
ments are  fafeft  and  happieft  for  thofe  that  govern, 
which  are  eafieft  for  them  that  obey ;  and  which 
cnMge  fubjefts  to  love  and  fupport  them  by  the 
opinion  they  Ihall  lofe  by  any  change.  And  the  con- 
trary of  this  might  be  poflibly  felt  in  France  itfelf,  if 
ever  they  fhould  meet  with  a  misfortune  from  abroad : 
but  that  is  very  unlikely  from  the  prefent  profpeft  of 
their  own  great  force  and  wife  conduft,  compared 
with  the  ill  concert  and  ill  fucccfs  of  their  enemies ; 
and  the  laft  is  like  to  continue  as  long  as  the  firflr, 
which,  you  k:ow,  is  natural  to  all  confederacies.  Yef, 
whoever  goes  to  fea,  or  to  war,  runs  a  venture,  which 
is  all  I  ftiall  fay  of  matters  out  of  my  way  and  my 
reach ;  and  not  trouble  you  with  the  great  things  faid 
here  by  the  marquis  de  Grana,  of  his  mailer's  army  this 
year  like  to  aft  under  Montecuculi  in  Alfatia.  All  the 
news  I  can  tell  your  lordfhip  from  hence,  is,  the  fafety 
of  the  prince ;  whofe  illnefs  has  pafled  without  the 
leaft  ill  fign  or  accident ;  and  his  carriage  in  it,  with 
fo  great  equalnefs  of  temper,  and  conftancy  of  mind, 
though  it  be  not  a  thing  of  moment,  yet  has  much 
confirmed  the  great  opinion  I  ever  had  of  his  perfonal 
qualities  being  very  extraordinary.  I  believe  he  will 
be  jibroad  to-morrow,  unlefs  he  keep  in  one  day  Co 
take  phyfic,  which  he  is  but  hardly  perfuaded  to- 

Mr.  Skelton  and  Mr.  Afhton  came  hither  on  Sunday 
from  the  king  and  duke  upon  this  occafion  of  the 
prince's  illnefs  •,  but  have  not  yet  feen  him,  and  wiil 
not  return  till  next  week.  I  am  ever  with  great  rcfpeft 
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and  truth,  my  lord,  your  excellency's  moft  obedient 
humble  iervant. 

To  Sir  Jo/epA  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  Auguft  13,  N.  S.  1675. 

CINCE  my  return  on  Sunday  laft,  after  a  flow 
^  paflfage  in  very  calm  weather,  I  find  myfelf  obliged, 
by  the  advance  you  have  pleafed  to  make  me  in 
your's  of  the  30th  paft  ;  which,  by  bringing  me  ex- 
Cufes  there  was  no  oCcafion  for,  hath  given  me  a  very 
juft  one  of  making  my  acknowledgments :  this  I  fliould 
do  more  at  large,  if  I  thought  .the  omiflion  of  cere- 
monies were  not  allowed  in  an  intercourfe  of  bufmefs  ; 
and  were  not,  indeed,  the  beft  manners  to  a  pcrfon 
that  hath  fo  great  a  Ihare  as  you  have  always  upon 
your  hands. 

I  have,  lince  my  coming  hither,  performed  in  two 
conferences  with  the  pensioner  what  I  found  myfelf 
cncharged  with  in  the  inftruftions  I  now  brought  over; 
and  acquainted  him  with  his  majeft/s  refolutions  con- 
cerning the  warranty  of  Flanders,  whenever  the  peace 
is  made,  even  with  a  rupture  upon  any  invafion  ;  as 
likewife  the  defenfive  alliance  with  this  ftate.  I  valued 
them  both  fo  far,  that  I  left  him  extremely  fatisfied 
with  the  firft,  and  not  unfatisfied  with  the  other,  tho* 
it  went  not  up  to  the  height  he  could  have  wiftied, 
and,  as  he  faith,  was  in  propofal  when  my  lord  cham- 
l>erlain  was  here.  He  will  be  ready  to  fall  into  the 
confiderarion  of  both  thefe  whenever  I  defirc  it,  which 
I  fhall  do  when  his  majefty  thinks  fit  to  poflefs  me 
with  the  projeft  or  heads  of  them,  and  to  fend  me 
further  inftruftions  how  far  to  proceed  upon  them. 
For  the  peace,  he  cxpreflcth  ftill  the  fame  difpofition 
towards  it  in  this  ftate,  he  hath  ever' done-,  and  the 
great  deference  they  will  always  have  for  the  fenti- 
nients  of  his  majefty  upon  the  conditions  of  it.     Tho* 
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he  fays,  he  doubts  not  but  the  ftate  will  be  induced  td 
furnifh  the  expence  of  another  year's  war,  if  France 
continue  the  height  of  their  demands,  and  the  fuccefs 
of  the  German  army  anfwer  the  expeftation  they  have 
given  by  the  late  encounters.  He  told  me  he  would  fpeak 
•with  the  minifters  of  the  confederates  here,  and  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  continuance  of  his  majefty's  sood 
difpof^tions  and  offices  towards  the  advance  of  the 
peace;  and  endeavour  to  find,  whether  any  nearer 
approaches  might  be  made  towards  it  by  any  new 
overture  they  could  agree  in,  and  ftiould  be  content 
to  put  into  his  majefty's  hands. 

I  fell  afterwards  into  the  difcourle  of  the  two  points 
our  late  marine  treaty  is  ftill  a  little  lame  in ;  the 
liberty  of  trade  from  enemy's  to  enemy's  port,  and 
the  manner  of  revifion.  For  the  firft,  I  found,  he  did 
not  at  all  underftand  where  the  difficulty  lay ;  and  that 
monfieur  Van  Buninghen  had  never  yet  informed  the 
ftate  of  the  difference  he  had  fo  long  entertained  you 
with  there,  between  concluding  the  future  and  the 
paft.  After  opening  the  whole  matter,  and  reading  at 
laft  the  declaration  as  you  had  drawn  it  up,  I  prevailed 
with  him  to  fall  in  with  it,  upon  thde  conditions  \ 
that,  on  our  fide,  it  fliould  not  extend  to  any  thing 
that  happened  before  the  laft:  war-,  and,  on  tlieirfide^ 
it  fhould  extend  to  the  releafe  of  all  taken  upon  that 
pretence  fincc  the  laft  peace.  And  the  firft  of  thefe  I 
was  eafy  in,  becaufe  I  knew  very  well  there  could  be 
no  cafe  that  concerned  it  before  the  laft  war,  when 
both  we  and  they  were  in  peace  with  all  our  neighbours 
from  the  firft  conclufion  of  this  article  in  1668,  till  the 
laft  war  began.  Hereupon  he  refolved  (though  it 
cannot  be  abfolutely  concluded  till  an  aflembly  of  tha 
States  of  Holland)  however,  to  propofe  it  to  the  States 
General,  and  endeavour  to  have  it  agreed  by  them^ 
under  the  Approbation  of  the  States  of  Holland  at  their 
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next  aflembly,  which  will  be  about  a  month  Or  £ve 
weeks  hence» 

For  the  point  of  rerifion :  when  I  found  him  con- 
•  ftant  that  the  forms  of  judicature  could  not  be  changed 
here ;  which  did  but  agree  with  what  you  told  me 
concerning  ours  in  the  admiralty  there,  however  the 
words  of  the  treaty  may  feem  to  own ;  I  at  firft  madd 
him  fenfible  of  the  great  inequality  in  the  expences  of 
our  revifions  and  theirs ;  and  thereupon  propofed  the 
only  expedient  I  can  poflibly  think  of  in  the  cafe ; 
which  is,  that  inftead  or  feven  of  the  firft  judges,  and 
eight  revifors  added  to  them,  according  to  the  prefent 
forms,  all  revifions  fhould  be  made  by  three  of  the 
firft  judges,  and  four  revifors  joined  with  them,  which 
reduceth  the  number  from  fifteen  to  feven,  and  there* 
by  abates  one  half  of  the  charge.  This,  1  told  him^i 
was  only  an  expedient  of  my  own,  and  which  I  had 
not  yet  offered  to  the  king  *,  but  that  I  would  do  it^ 
if  he  would  offer  it  to  the  States,  and  witfi  the  favour 
of  his  own  opinion  falling  in  with  it,  "And  this  we 
agreed  to  do  on  both  hands  \  fo  that  you,  will  pleafe  to 
let  me  receive  his  majeft/s  opinion  upon  it,  as  fooa 
as  it  may  be  without  trouble  ^  the  bufinefs  of  the  St. 
Jofeph,  and  others,  depending  upon  the  conclufion  of 
this  affair. 

I  afk  your  pardon  for  beginning  your  trouble  of  this 
kind  with  fo  much  length,  and  your  belief  of  my  being 
always.  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

To  the  Kingi 

Hague,  Aug.  13,  N;  S.  167^. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly, 
^INCE  my  return  to  this  place,  I  have  had  two 
^  very  long  confcrcpces  with  the  penfioner,  which  I 
will  not  trouble  yoUr  majefty  with  tne  detail  of.    The 
iflue  was,  that  though  they  are  grown  here  into  better 
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heart,  b]r  the  fuccefs  in  Pomerania  and  upon  the 
Rhine,  yet  I  found  him  fo  fenfible  of  the  hazard  this 
State  runneth  m  the  perfon  of  the  prince,  and  of  the 
Advantage  they  will  receive  by  the  guaranty  of  Flanders, 
ind  defenfive  alliance  your  majefty  is  refolved  on  with 
them,  in  cafe  they  come  to  a  peace  by  your  interven- 
tion, that  he  at  length  fell  in  fo  far  with  what  I  told 
him  were  your  majefty*s  thoughts  upon  the  conditions 
of  the  peace,  as  to  afliire  me,  that  he  would  repitfbnt 
them  to  the  prince  of  Orange  with  all  the  advantage  he 
could.  Beiides  the  dilBtulties  he  made  about  Burgundy, 
in  the  confequences  of  it  both  to  the  EmjjDeror  and 
^jain,  he  fell  of  himfclf,  ^h  great  perplexity,  upon 
that  of  the  prince's  own  patrimonial  eftate  in  that 
country  •,  and  faid,  thofe  lands»  with  Orange,  would 
give  him  too  great  a  dependance  upon  France ;  where- 
as he  defircd  to  fee  his  highnefs  nave  all  upon  Eng- 
land, and  none  there.     Upon  the  whole,   we  both 
concluded  that  it  was  a  matter  which  could  not  be  ib 
veil  deduced  to  the  prince  by  letter  as  by  diicourfe  v 
and  that  it  were  bed  for  the  penfioner  to  find  feme 
ether  pretence  of  attending  his  highnefs,  and  as  fbon 
as  he  could.     The  penfioner,  though  he  agreed  with 
me  in  it,  yet  faid,  the  prince  was  fo  unwilling  he  (hould 
leave  the  Hague,  that  he  would  not  do  it  without  firft 
aflcing  his  highnefs*s  leave,  which  he  would  do  by  an 
cxprels  immediately;  by  whom  I  writ  likewifc  to  the 
prince  upon  the  fame  occafion  5  but  referring  all  par- 
ticulars to  the  penfioner,  when  he  (hould  attend  him. 
We  cxpeft  a  return  of  this  difpatch  on  Thurfday ;  and 
whenever  it  comes,  the  penfioner  will  away  the  fame 
day,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  fi:art  fome  pretence  that 
may  give  no  jcaloufy  to  the  confederate  minifters  here, 
with  whom  we  agreed  this  matter  ihould  not  take  air, 
but  by  confent  between  vour  majefty  and  the  prince. 
*  I  fee  more  appearance  or  a  peace  than  a  truce ;  for  I 
'  find  the  penfioner  as  avcifc  from  this  laft,  as  inclined 
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to  the  other.  Jlis  chief  reafons  arc,  that  there  needs 
as  much  negptiation  to  obtain  the  one  as  the  ot|)er : 
;hc  charge  ot  a  war  will  not  be  leflcned  by  a  tnicc ;  and 
if  the  people  here  fall  once  mto  the  ufual  courfe  and  , 
*  fccurity  ot  trading,  they  will  not  be  prevailed  with  td 
return  again  into  the  war,  though  France  ihould  infift 
upon  the  moft  unreaibnable  terms. 

For  what  concerns  the  Swede,  the  penfioner  is  of 
opinion  that  nothing  can  be  n^odated  with,  them, 
iq>arate  from  the  confederates  on  both  fides ;  though 
he  faith,  a  private  overture  Tias  been  made,  that  in  cafe 
this  State  will  procure  a  peace  between  that  crown  and 
the  confederates,  Sweden  will  employ  not  only  their 
offices,  but  thdr  forces  too,  if  there  be  need,  to  in- 
duce France  to  a  peate  upon  the  terms  of  Aix  la  Cha-- 
pcllc,  with  an  exchange  of  Aeth,  Charleroy,  and  Oudc- 
naixie,  for  Aire  ahd  St.  Omers.  Whether  this  have 
any  ground  or  no,  fb  much  is,  I  think,  out  of  doubt, 
liiat  the  Swedes  have  an  extreme  defirc  to  get  out  of  / 
the  war,  and  into  the  mediation  again,  but  will,  I' 
beEeve,  find  difficulties  in  both.  .  I  have  entertained 
Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon  by  this  night's  pacquet  upon 
thofe  matters  which  were  pointed  at  by  my  inflxudions ; 
but  though  it  became  me  to  trouble  your  majefly  with 
the  account  of  fuch  as  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
from  your  own  difcourfes,  and  chofe  this  conveyance 
by  the  captain  of  the  yacht,  as  both  furer  and  Ipeedier 
too,  if  not  hindered  by  crofe  tides  in  the  river. 

I  cannot  end  this  trouble  without  my  humble  ac- 
knowledgments for  that  particular  conndencc  where- 
with your  majefly  hath  b^n  pleafcd  to  honour  me,  in 
my  late  attendances  upon  your  ma;efty  in  England; 
and  which  I  am  much  prouder  of,  than  I  could  be  of 
any  titles  or  adyantage$  that  are  the  common  objedb 
of  other  mens  purfuit  and  ambition.  I  aflure  your 
majeliy,  nrine  ihall  never  go  farther,  than  to  defcrvc, 
or  at  kaft  acknowledge,,  me  honour  you  are  p}eafe4 
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to  do  me,  by  all  the  fervices  of  my  life,  and  by  the 
moft  conftant  devotion  and  perfeft  truth,  wherewith 
I  am,  and  Ihall  be  ever.  Sir,  your  majefly*s  moft  loyal 
and  moft  obedient  fubjeft  and  fervant. 

To  Mr.  Sidney^ 

SIR,  Hague,  Sept.  3,  N.  S.  1675. 

T  Writ  to  you  from  London  two  or  three  times, 
*  whether  acknowledging  any  of  yours  or  ao,  I  can- 
not tell ;  for  the  thoughts  of  thofe  common  forms 
enter  not  into  our  commerce,  farther  than  to  make  the 
coming  fafe  of  what  is  intended  between  us  >  therefore, 
it  is  fit  to  tell  you,  that  I  had.  two  from  you  while  I 
.was  in  England ;  one  by  Mr.  Greenwood,  and  the  laft, 
of  July  21,  juft  before  my  coming  away.  I  ftaycd 
there  juft  feven  weeks,  which  was  much  longer  than 
was  intci^ded  when  I  was  fent  for  •,  as,  I  muft  tell  you, 
I  was  by  the  king,  though,  I  think,  not  above  two 
knew  of  it ;  and  I  was  to  make  my  journey  a  thing  of 
my  own  defire,  and  defigned  for  my  private  occafions ; 
which,  you  know,  I  do  not  much  trouble  myfelf  about. 
The  king  happened  to  have  no  bufinefs  fo  much  in 
.his  head,  all  tne  time  of  my  ftay,  as  what  turns  a 
^ood  deal  upon  my  hands ;  and  fo  by  falling  very 
.often  into  very  long  converfations,  and  privately  with 
me,  gave  occafion  for  a  great  deal  of  talk  both  there 
and  abroad,  and  expeftations  of  fome  very  decifive 
meafures  taken  upon  the  bufinefs  of  a  peace,  which, 
when  all  is  done,  both  as  to  conditions,  place,  time, 
and  manner  of  treaty,  will  depend  much  upon  what 
fhall  prove  the  final  event  of  this  campaign.  Things 
have  nit  fomething  worfe  of  late  for  me  French  than 
.before  •,  but  the  armies,  both  in  Alfatia  and  Flanders, 
having  been  left  by  our  laft  letters  in  fight  of  one 
^another,  will  tell  us  how  the  year,  and  the  hopes  of  both 
.parties,  will  end.     Before  this  can  come  to  you,  it  is 
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likely,  you  will  hear  the  fuccefs  a  (horter  way ;  for  I 
fend  thLs  by  Mr.  Locke's  conveyance,  having  foiirid  no 
kind  of  encouragement  to  ufe  the  French  pofts  between 
this  and  Paris  5  and  fo  intending  this  for  no  further 
intelligence,  than  of  what  pafles  between  ourfdves ; 
that  irfelf  is  nothing  more,  nor  like  to  be,  it  feems,  in 
hafte,  than  the  very  needlefs  afllirances  of  what,  1 
know,  we  both  feel  at  heart  in  the  continuance  and 
warmth  of  our  kindnefs  and  good  wiflies  to  one  another, 
wherever  we  are ;  and  the  fatisfaftbn  we.fhall  receive 
in  the  knowledge  of  what  becomes  of  us. 

There  feems  not  yet  any  certainty  of  the  congrels, 
and  till  then,  I  fuppofe.  Lam  fixed  here:  whenever 
that  happens,  it  is  intended  I  fliall  make  a  part  of  it, 
with  what  company  I  know .  not ;  my  lord  Berkley's 
embaily  into  France  being  like  enough  to  break  thit 
delignation.  Mr.  Fenwick  has  my  lord  Clare's  regi- 
ment, and  will  find  advantages  here,  if  he  defervfe 
them  5  bekig  the  only  Englilhman  of  quality  in  the 
prince's  fervice.  I  expeft  you  fhall  be  a5  good  as  your 
woi^  in  writing  fometimes,  where  you  are,  how  you  d6, 
and  think  to  difpofe  yourfelf.  I  never  wanted  you 
more  than  I  did  all  the  time  I  was  in  England  •  and 
never  loved  you  better  than  I  do,  and  Ihall  do  ^hile 
Jlivc.     Sir,  yours,  &c. 

To  the  King. 

Hague,  Sept  6,  N.  S.  1675.  ' 
May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs,  •  V. 

npHE  penfioner  came  to  me  upon  his  return  from 
•*■  the  camp,  and  gave  me  tnis  account  of  the 
prince's  anfwei;'  to  the  feveral  points  I  had  difcourfed 
to  him  here,  '  Firft,  that  his  highnefs  gave  your 
majefly  humble  thanks  for  the  cpnfidence  you  had  ufed 
towards  him,  in  lettihg  him  know  your  own  thoughts 
upon  thefubjeft  of  the  peace,  which  he  would  endea- 
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vour  to  deferve  by  communicating  all  his  to  your 
majefty,  upon  this  ^d  all  other  matters,  as  he  would 
ido  to  a  father :  that  he  was  very  glad  of  the  intentions 
your  majefly  exprefled  to  enter  into  clofcr  meafures 
with  him .  and  this  State,  which  his  highnefs  would 
promote  ^1  that  could  be  on  this  fide  -,  arid  that  he 
/efteemed  this  a  better  guaranty  for  Flanders,  than  any 
'formal  one  that  could  be  given  upon  the  ^peace  -,  aha 
'therefore  defused,  that  the  projeft  of  fuch  an  alfiance  as 
your  majefly  will  be  content  to  make  with  them,  may 
be  agreed  on  as  foon  as  your  majefly  pleafeth,  thougn 
.'you  fhould  not  think  fit  to  ccncliide  it  formally  before 
the  peace,  which  yet  his  highnefs  ratlier  defired ;  be- 
cause aftcir  there  will  be  no  way  of  keeping  a'party  Ift 
^this  State  frpm  endeavouring  to  renew  their  old  mea- 
sures with  France,    but  letting  them  lee  they  were 
already  taken  with  EnglaAd,  and  their  fecurity  found 
With  us,  which' they  pretend  to  by  the  French. 
/    That  for  the  terms  of  a  peace,  the  prince,  for  his 
Qwn  part,  would  be  very  well  content  to  refer  them 
^wholly  to  your  majefly  j  but  being,  with  the  States, 
engaged  to  their  confederates  by  hoiiouraftd  treariesi 
.they  were  forced,  in.  fome  memir^,  to  cohlider  what 
'would  fatisfy  them.    That,  he  doubted,  as  things  now 
fliood,  they  would  not  be  indliced  to*  a  peace  withoiit 
the  terms  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  the  relHtution  of 
Charlcroy,  Aeth,  and  Oiidenai^e,  as  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflfary  to-  make  fome  frontier  for  Flanders  ;  tnat  if 
France  infifVed  to  have  the  coyinty  of -Burgundy,  it 
r  would  find  more  difficulty ;  "and  that  the  '^aniards; 
.  but  cfpecially  the  emperor,  put.fo  grea-t  weight  upon 
]it,  that,  he  do\ibted,thpy  would  not  bnlyexpeftthofe 
-^  three  towns,  but  likewife  Toumay,  Courtray,  1-iflei 
andDbw^y.    ^        .   '           *          \ .' 
'  'That  the  prince,  for  his  part,  rather  wifhed  your 
.majefty  would  propofe  the  peace  upon  the  firft  of 
thde  plans  i  wherein,  'he  had  very  good  afTurance, 
'  ^  •   *    *•  •  "  "     '   •"  *    '   - you 
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-you  would  be  fecoAdcd  by  Sweden  -,  but,  if  you  ihould 
ratiier  chufe  f  o  h^vc  Burgundy  left  to  the  French,  nei- 
ther his  .  highnefs,  nor,  he  -believed,  f  he  States  would 
make  any  dilEcultiej  upon  it.  And  though  he  were 
very  fcnfible  pf  your  jrnajefty's  kindnefs  in  the  offers 
concerning  his  own  particular  intereft  there,  yet,  he 
^Jlures  your  majefty,  wTaatever  he  hath  or  may  fuffer 
in  theiu>  that  waU  be  no  fort  of  hindrance  to  the 
peace. 

That,  whatever  propoiition  towards  a  peace  your 
majefty  Ihould  tmnk  fit  to  make,  the  prince  defu-e$ 
it  may  be  done,  as  ariiing  wholly  from  yourfelf,  with- 
out notice  of  any  private  intelligence  with  him  ;  and 
he  thinks,  the  beft  way  of  doing  it  will  be  at  the 
congrefs  at  Nimeguen  -,  where  he  doth  not  believe  the 
French,  will  make  any  farther  difficulty  offending  their 
ambafladors,  when  thofe  of  your  mgjefty  fhall  be 
there  •,  and  that  the  Swedes,  as  well  as  the  confede- 
rates, will  certainly  fend  theirs  immediately  upon  it. 

This  IS  the  fum  of  the  penfioner*$  difcourfe  to  me 
&om  the, prince.  And  when  I  told  him,  that  I  fup- 
pofed  his  highnefs  meant,  the  reftitution  of  thofe 
three  places  Ihould  be  made  in  exchange  for  Aire  and 
St.  Oipers,  as  was  fpoken  of  at  my  lord  Arlington's 
beiqg  here,  he  told  me,  the  prmce  mentioned  no  fuch 
thmg ;  and  though  he  confefled  what  had  palled  in 
the  winter,  yet  he  thought,  as  affairs  had  fincc' 
changeci,  France  might  find  reafons  to  induce  them  to 
a  peace  upon  thefe  terms  -,  yet,  upon  farther  ailment, 
he  faid,  that  if  your  jnajefty  fhould  think  fit  to  pro- 
pofe  an  exchange  .at  the  treaty,  he  believed  the  States 
would  not  be  againft  it.  But  he  defired,  that  what- 
ever your  majeffy  refolved  on,  might  be  propofed  at 
the  congrefc  5  and  not  be,  ii)  the  mean  time,  commu- 
nicated to  monfieur-  ;  but  that  if  your  majefty 
defired  any  farther  lights  from  hence,  you  would 
pleafe  to  receive  them  as  you  have  done  thefe  •,  aflur- 
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Ing  me,  that  no  perfon  but  the  prinee  and  himfelf  had 
l^een  or  Ihopld  pe  acquainted  with  Mfhat  had  pafled  | 
and  adding,  that  it  was  great  kindnefs  in  your  majefty 
to  avoid  the  noife  which,  mv  going  t(3  the  prince  woijld 
have  made,  fince  his  own  nad  made  too  much  among 
fhe  Spaniards  in  the  army.  Upon  the  whole,  I  find, 
the  hearts  of  the  confederates  arc  grown  Jiigh  with 
their  kte  fuccefles,  and  with  hopes  6f  greater  beifore 
this  campaign  ends  j  and  that  the  prince  is  .very  nmcH 
bent  upon  having  his  (hare  ih  the  honour  of  it^  either 
by  a  fiegeor  a  battle,  which,  I  believe,  wefnay  fud- 
i3enly  hear  of,  and  that  Charleroy  is  deiigned.  The 
event  hereof,  as  well  as  of  the  farther  aftion  yet  ex- 
pefted  in  Alf^tia  and  Treves,  will  fo  much  «)vem  the 
conditions  of  the  peace,  that  Iclb  not  fee  ^ow  your 
majefly  can,  at  prefent,  be '  mafter  of  th^ni  farther^ 
^lan  by  bringing  it  to  a  congrefs,  and 'making  the  over-' 
cures  there,  according  to  the  pofture  of  affairs  at  that 
time,  when  no  new  mccefTes  pn  either  flde  fhall  arife  iri 
that  feafon  to  change  the  fcehe.  I  can  yet  fee  no  farther, 
unlefs  your  majefty  can  think  of  any  temper,  wherein 
France  and  the  prince  may  bfelike  to  agree  beforc-hand^ 
which  'will  depend  upon  the  opinion  each  fide  hat|i  of 
their  afiairs  :  your  majefty  will  guefs  at  that  .of  the 
confederates  by  what  I  have  written  j  and,  I  hope^ 
knows  that  of  France  by  better  hands.'  I  hufnWy  bes; 
your  majeffy's  pardon  for  the  neceflary  length  of  this 
trouble,  and  your  acceptance  of  the  true  devotioii 
wherewith  I  am,  and  fhall  ever  be.  Sir,  vour  m^]efty*$ 
moft.  loyal  and  moft  obedient  fubjeft  anci  fervant.    *  ' 
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To  my  Lord  Chamberlain. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  10,  N.  S,  1675- 

T  AM  to  acknowledge  the  favour  and  kindnefs  of 
^  one  from  you  of  the  iSth  paft,  and  of  the  account 
you  therein  give  me  bf  yourfelf,  as  well  as  the  reflec- 
tions you  make  upon  the  affairs  at  prefent  inthe  fcenes 
here.  To  the  firft  I  Ihall  fay  nothing  at  all,  knowing 
how  good  i  judge  you  arc  of  other  men*s  affairs  ;  and; 
confequently,  how  much  better  you  muft  needs  bfe  of 
your  own,  in  which  all  men  are  to  be  allowed  for  the 
beft  matters,  till  they  either  confefs  to  have  failed  of 
their  ends,  or  noft  to  have  found  what  they  expefted 
in  them.  I  hope  you  find  good  recruits  of  health  in 
the  countrv,  fince  you  reckon  upon  ftaying  fo  long 
there,  as  tne' accounts  I  receive' or  the  king's  intended 
motions  make  me  giiefs.  But  for  the  profpeft  you 
have  there  of  the  general,  affairs,  I  do  not  think  you 
could  mend  it  by  any  riembves'-, '  for  all  will  ftiU  de- 
fjend  upon  the  laft  events  with  which  this  campaign 
Ihair  ehdV  ^  which,  I  fittd,  if  die.  prince  had.  no 
wifercouitfellori  than- you 'and!,  he  would  be  content 
to  preferve  his  army  and  Flanders,  till  he  faw  the  force 
of  thefe  German  expeditions  fpent  one  way  br  other. 
But,  1  Kear,  he  is  refolved.  to  have .  a  fliare  in  the 
honour  of  the  canipaign,  and  will  endeavour  by  a  fiege 
of  Chcarleroy  to  bring  the  French  to  a  battle,  £hough 
they  are  neai*  as  ftrong  in  number  as  he  is,  aiid  much 
ftronger  in  horfe.  "Yb  this  end  he  is  drawing,  together 
eighteen  re^ments  towards  Ruremonde  from  the  gar- 
rifons  of  this  ftate,  which  will  make  his  foot  ftrong 
when  they  join  him.  But,  when  all  is  done,  Flahders 
is  the  only  fcene  ^here  the  late  fuccefles  of  the  con- 
federates can,  in  any  probability,  receive  a  check  this 
year ;  and  whoever  fights  a  battle,  runs  a  venture. 
His  grandmother  died  on  Monday  laft,  and  has,  I 
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fuppofe,  thereby  left  a  confidcrable  addition  to  his 
fortune. 

The  news  here  to  day  is  of  taking  Treves,  where- 
in monfieur  Creaue,  and  ftU  the  officers,  remain  pri- 
ioners ;  but  the  Jfoldiers,  both  French. and  Dutch, ,  arp 
fcnt.awav  free,  with  engagement  not  .to  ierve  aj^ainft 
the  confederates  in  thnei?  months ;  and  the  J^orrainers 
cither  to  remain  prifoncrs,  or  to  t^e  f^rvice  under  that 
duke.  If  this  army  fhould  march  into  Lofrainj  as 
was  intended  after  the  taking  of  ,Treve.% ,  \  kopw.  not 
in  what  condition  France  would  be  t9  rccdive^them, 
confidering  how  ill  the  prince  of  Condplhas^y.^t  been 
abl^  to  deal  with JMontecuculi-  But  J, have. an  ppjnion 
that, the  dukes  of  Lunenburgh,  v^oinake  the  ^ateft 
(trength.of  it,  will  march  back, with  their  troops,  to 
make  good  their  ihare  ia^^rcmep,  if  the  Swedes  fhould 
taot  be  able  to  defend  it ;  wlikh  wiU  clcj^cjid  on  .the 
refolutions  of  the  duke  of  Hanqver,  thyat  ate  not  yet 
known.  A  cpmrniftary  pf -Sweden,  .who  ftjll  renxains 
here,  fays,  that  France  yiOX  no  Ipngei:  ijjfift  upon  the 
;  x)int  or  prince  WiUiaip,  atieaft;  no  further,  D\it  that 
le  fball  be  Jfet.  at  libmy  li^n  conclufion  of  a  p^ace: 
\  f  this  .be,fo,  I  fee.not  ^ow  aco^grefs  will  ^ail ;  if, not, 
; ',  kiidw  not  how  it  will  be. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  State  is  very  c;amefl:  to,  have 
it  beffun  by  the  king's  fqnding  kU  aipb^flatdprs  thither, 
y^hi<;b,,th^. undertow,. ibaU  bc.fp|k>WJ?d.not  o;ily  by 
thofe,of  ^lic.  (Kvifedacates,  hut  thc.Swefles  too ;,  who 
feek^  ways. of  drawing. their  ftake,  ^as  foon  ana  as 
well  as  they  can,  outK)f  the  prefect  gajsnc. 

This  is  all  I  know  of  to  be  told  you  at  prcfent  from 
this^PiIace-of  folitude.  and  leifure.  .And  w:  myfclf,  I 
will  only  fey,  that  the  joymey  or  f5i^er  remove  you 
mentiojn,  and  were  xold  I.  was. to  make  imip^di^ly 
^termy  return,  i&.  a.thii^  I  never,  heard  pf  before, 
and  Jo  Know  not  what  .your  politic  informers  meant 
ty  it^  unlcfs  io  be  the  iame  which  I  believe  diey  meant 
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by  fcircral  other  thiftgs  I  fownd  they  told  yoa  of 
my  actions  or  difcourfes  while  I  Wte  in  Enghoid,  and 
with  as  little  Krouhds.  God 'be  thanked,  that  among 
fo  many  purwits  and  journeys  I  have  of  late,  by  re^ 
port,  beenengagfedln,^  IloK^wof  noneof  chem,  but 
find  myfelf  a  man  of  ^reat  repofe,  and  without  other 
tfefigns,  than  of  going  on  that  dull,  eafy,  and  incfif- 
ferent  pace  that  is  natural  to  me ;  and  by  which  as  I 
can  make  no  great  fortunes,  fo,  I  hope,  I  may  make 
no  great  faults,  and  get  no  great  falls }  but  flikll  cTcr 
'i)e  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant 

To  the  King. 

Hague,  Sept,  20,  N.  S,  1675. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefiy, 
JLJ  Avii^  found  the  peiifioner  fenfible  how  little  rea- 
***  ion  this  State  would  have,  upon  any  fuccefles, 
to  chai^  the  tei^ns  they  propofed  to  themielVes  for  a 
peace,  mice  they  had  no  pretenfions  of  their  own  for 
canykig  on  the  war;  and  having  touched  the  lame 
ftring  in  a  letter  I  writ  to  the  pnnce  iipon  the  death 
of  the  princels  Dowa^^er,  I  received  one  ydlcrdw 
from  his  highneis  of  the  17th,  wherein  were  thefc 
^words ;  "  Je  ne  voypas^^u^avant  que  f  arrive  a  la  Hafe 
**  j^  p(^^oisfatre  queFque  cbofe  pour  Pavancement  dela 
^^  paixj  laqudle  pourtant  je  foubaite  p^Jwnnement  fur  U 
**  pied  fueje  vous  ay  to&jours  dit^    I  fliould  be  glad 
your  majfefty  and  the  prince  were  lb  agreed,  before  a 
congrefs  begins,  as  to  draw  things  towards  the  fame 
head  in  all  matters  that  (hall  be  negotiated  there ;  and 
I  fee  no  other  difierencc,  than  what  there  m^y  be  in 
the  value  of  the  county  of  Burgundy,  or  Aire,  arid 
St.Omers.     I  find  them  here  of  opinion,  that  nothing 
can  be  advanced  towards  a  peace  otherwife  than  at  a 
coiigrels ;  which  they  feem  to  ground  only  upon  the 
great  variety  and  number  of  pardes  and  interells  that 
are  engaged  now  ii^  the  war.    But,  Ibelieve,  this  pro- 
ceeds 
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cceds  chiefly  fipm  the  Spaniards,  who  are  extreme 
jealous  of  all  -private  mcaiures  that  may  be  taken  be- 
tween your  majefty  and  the  prinqe,  upon  the  flitgeA  of 

the  peace, : 

.  Your  majiefty  will  beft  judge,  whether  you  arc 
likely,  to  prevail  with  the  emperor  to  rcteafe. prince 
William  before  the  condufion  of  a  peace;  or  widi 
France  to  infift  no  farther  upon  this  point  before  a 
,treaty  begins ;  and  >*ill  pleafe  accordingly  to  apply  your 
t>Bt£es  to^rards  fome  way  or  other  of  overcoming  this 
difficulty,  which  muil  be  the  grit  open  ftep  that  can  be 
made  towards  the  peace,  that  fo  as  little  of  the  feafon 
for  a  treaty  may  be  left  a^  the  campaign  will  allow. 

I  will  not  increafe  your  mjgefly's  prefent  trouble 
beyond  the  pfofelHons  of  that  humble,  and  he;wty 
d^otion,  wherewith  I  am,  and  (hall  be  ever,  Sir^  your 
"majefty's .  moft  loyal  and  nioft  obedient,  fubjeft  and 
fervant.  *.  '         . 

'■         .  Totbcmng,-       ;. .  .';• ;   ; 

/     •       '  Ha^^l^cp^;  27,  N.'^S/ii5775.  ' 

^,*    May  it  pleafe  your  Majefl^,  *' 

'CQ  great  an  honour  as  I  l-^cdVed  by  a  letter  from 

•^  your  majefty,  h^  mad^'tae  eqvfally  fenflblc  how 

much  I  am  to  acknowledge  it,  and  which  way  I  may 

.beft  deferve  it^'  by  applying  my*  Whole  endeavours  to 

j"whiit  I ,  find  is -^o  niuch  ul  yqur  majefty*s  thoughts, 

Weare  now  10  hear  an  end*  of  the  cairipai^n^ .  that  1  do 

/no  lonfffcr  expe^  any  decifive  Action  from  it  i  and 

•  when  all  the  fights  and  all 'jhfe  Jbonflres  are'  done,  I 

believe,  thegreateftfeffeA  of  it  will  be  beft  judged  by 

.the 'winter-quarters  of  the  imperial  .army-':  iivhcther 

count  Montecuculi  will  be  able  tp  gain  them  in  Lorrain 

'and  the  Upper  Alfatia  (as^ he prbpofes,  and,  I  hear,  has 

^promifed  the  emperor)  oi-'lhall  be  forced  taftek  them 

;bn  die  other  iide  the  Rhine,  whhrh  mxift  happen  in'  cafe 

he  does  not  mafter  Haguenau  and  Saberne.  *  For  Ae 

.  *       '  '  ■    .^  .  '  battles 
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battles  expefted  either  in  Pomerania  or  Flanders,  I  am 
apt  to  think  neither  party  will  feek  them,  without 
iiich  advantages  as  the  other  will  not  give ;  fo  as  the 
year  may  end  without  .them.  And  your  majefty  may 
already  guefs  How  the  ne3f t  fcene  is  like  to  open,  ahd 
upon  whal  foot  the  negotiations  of  a  peace  are  like  to 
beg^  On  this  fide,  I  find,  the  overtures  of  them  are 
expefted  from  your  majefty  (though,  I  believe,  both 
the  court  of  Rome  and  of  Sweden  may  afFeft  that 
honour)  and  they  are,  I  fuppofe,  to  be  made  by  two 
difierent  motions  at  the  fame  time;  the  one  public,  by 
advancing  the  congrefs  and  fome  propofition  there  (or 
middle  fcheme  between  the  pretenfions  of  the  parties) 
that  may  ferve  for  a  ground  upon  which  the  treaty  may 
Ixgin ;  the  other  private,  by  feeling  the  pulles  on 
each  fide,  and  judgmg  from  thence,  whence  me  neareft 
approaches  are  like  to  be  made.  For  the  congrefs, 
your  majefty  has  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  not  to 
fend  your  ambafladors  till  you  have  aflurancc  that 
thole  of  both  parties  will  immediately  follow,  and, 
towards  this,  I  tee  no  other  motions  to  be  made  on  this 
fide,  than  for  your  majefty  either  to  write  to  the  em- 
peror, or  to  [give  me  a  command  to  fpeak  to  his 
minifter  here ;  and,  by  one  of  thefe  ways,  either  to 
make  it  your  defire,  that  in  confiderauon  of  your 
majefiy  as  mediator  he  will  make  way  for  the  congrefs 
by  putting  prince  William  of  Furftenburgh  into  lome 
neutral  hands,  without  further  condition ;  or  eMe  pro- 
pofe,  that  he  may  be  fent  to  Venice,  upon  caution 
taken  from  the  State,  that  if  the  peace  fucceeded  not, 
Jie  fhall  be  returned  to  Vienna. 

For  the  pulfe  on  this  fide,  I  will  aflTure  your  majefty, 
it  ftiU  beat  very  faft  and  very  high,  in  all  thefe  pro- 
vinces, towards  the  peace ;  fo  that  in  cafe  the  congrefs 
begins,  and  at  Nimeguen,  as  it  is  at  prefcnt  agreed  (that 
is,  m  the  eye  of  thefe  people)  I  think,  I  might  undertake 
to  make  them  agree  to  your  majefty*s  abfolute  arbi- 
trage, 
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trag^^  in  any  difEculty  that  inight  arife  upon  it.  And 
die  fulpicion  of  foch  viofent  influences,  from  the  bent 
of  the  people  here,  will  make  the  houfe  of  Auftria  en- 
deavour (thou^  upon  other  pretences)  to  remove  the 
congrefs  to  fome  remoter  place.  As  to  %aiii,  I  am 
not  of  the  fame  opinion ;  and  find  by  my  laft  difcourfes 
with  don  Emanuel  de  Lyra,  wh^^t  reafon  the  Prince  had 
in  his  laft  with  the  penfioncr  to  make  fo  much  dif- 
ficulty upon  the  pomt  of  Burgundy  •,  for,  when  I  began 
only  to  touch  that  ftring  by  faying,  the  great^cft  dif- 
ficulty would  lye  there,  and  that  your  majcfty  agreed 
with  the  confeiderates  in  the  opinion  of  an  abfolutc 
neccflity  to  make  a  frontier  for  Flanders,  don  Emanuel 
interrupted  me  brilkly,  and  faid,  ^*on  nefefiattepas 
fur  cepcintj  car  nous  perdrons  plutot  toute  la  Flandrepat 
la  guerre  que  de  ceder  la  Bourgo^ne  par  la  paix,  How-» 
«yer  I  do  not  deipair  upon  this  point  itlclf,  if  your 
majefty  and  the  prince  fhould  come  to  agree  in  it  i 
becaufe  I  know  how  unwilling  the  houfe  of  Auftria  will 
be  to  break  from  this  State  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty  -, 
and  in  all  that  has  pafled  of  late  between  them,  they 
have  not  fo  much  confidered  any  advantages  they  ex- 
peAed  from  the  war,  as  what  they  might  hope  by 
clofing  fuch  meafures  with  this  State,  as  might  ferve 
them  upon  all  occafions,  even  after  the  peace,  and  iA 
any  new  conjunftures  that  may  open  when  the  king  o^ 
Spain  grows  of  age,  by  himfelf  or  Ibme  fettled  miniftry 
to  dired:  thecouncils,  and  head  the  actions  of  that  crown. 
But  this  is  the  hardeft  of  the  game :  whereas,  if 
your  majefty  (hall,  on  the  other  fide,  find  France  dif- 
poled,  by  the  late  ill  current  of  their  affairs,  to  come 
up  to  the  prince's  firft  projeft,  which  was,  the  four 
towns  for  Aire  and  St  Omers ;  I  fhall  look  upon  the 
peace  as  made,  notwithftanding  any  new  incidents  that 
may  fall  in,  either  from  the  empire  or  the  Dane.  I 
will  defire  your  majefty,  not  wholly  to  foivet  the  ad- 
vantages that  were  offered  you  from  hence  upon  that 
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icheme  of  a  marriage  between  the  two  crowns,  in 
csk  any  vray  fliould  open  towards  it,  by  the  great 
variety  of  accidents  that  may  yet  pofTibly  happen  in 
the  progreis  of  a  war;  becaufe  in  aU  events,  France 
with  that  may  find  an  iflue  with  honour,  and  your 
majefiy  widi  profit,  as  well  as  applaufe. 

For  that  WMrein  your  majefty  wifhes  the  penfioner'a 
eyes  were  opened,  I  have  often  difcourfed  upon  that 
fufageft  to  him  and  others  in  the  chief  direftion  here, 
fince  the  fcerlc  began  to  change  to  the  difadvantage  of 
France.  But  they  all  anlwer,  thefc  confiderations  will 
hot  be  in  feaibn  till  Spain  fliail  arrive  at  the  terms  of 
the  Pyrenees ;  beyond  which,  if  any  ftep  ftiould  ever 
be  made,  they  fay,  the  interefts  of  this  State  will 
change,  and  not  before.  But  there  is  yet  another  biafs 
in  this  matter ;  and  that  is,  the  Lovcftyn  party's  being 
fb  much  bent  upon  the  meafures  with  France,  which 
turns  thofe  of  the  prince  and  the  prefent  government 
here  ib  much  more  upon  Spain.  But  thefe  will  leflea 
by  nodiing  io  nmch  as  by  your  majefty's  advances  into 
defer  meafures  and  confidences  with  them,  and  by 
that  means  taking  off  their  dependences  from  the 
odier  crowns,  and  turning  diem  wholly  upon  yours. 
AU  which  lies,  as  I  fuppoie,  in  your  majefty  to  do, 
at  ^at  time,  and  in  what  degree  foever  you  pleafe^ 
as  you  may  jud«  by  the  laft  account  I  gave  of  the 
prince's  and  penficmer's  difcourfes  tipon  dm  fubjeft. 

I  am  to  beg  your  majeflys  pardon  for  diis  length, 
which  I  have  been  eng^d  in  by  the  defire  of  giving 
what  lights  I  thought  might  be  necefiary  now  at  your 
majefty's  entrance  upon  this  great  work  of  the  media- 
tion: I  am,  wd  ftiall  be  all  my  life.  Sir,  your 
majeft/s  mgft  loyal,  and  moft  obedient  fubjed  and 
fervant. 
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To  Sir  JofepbWilliamfon. 

SIR,  Hague, Oftobcr  15,  N.  S*  1675. 

T  Have  the  honour  of  yours  of  the  28th  paft,  with 
^  his  majefly's  commands  upon  the  two  pciuits  of  the 
marine  treaty,  in  purfuit  of  thofe  gendiiAieQ's  opinion 
to  whom  the  confideration  of  them  was  referred^ 
which  I  likewife  received  in  a  paper  inclofcd.  To- 
morrow I  (hall  have  a  conference  with  the  States 
deputies  upon  them,  and  by  the  next  fhall  be  able  to 
give  you  an  account  of  them,  and  doubt  not  at  all 
but  his  majefty  will  have  fatisfadHon  in  them,  which 
way  foever  he  pleafes  to  turn  them,  fo  it  may  be  re- 
ciprocal on  both  fides. 

Upon  my  memorial  to  the  States,  renewing  the 
offices  of  his  majefty's  mediation,  and  defiring  that 
paflports  might  be  prepared,  the  States  have  refolved 
It  fliali  be  done  without  delay  or  difficulty ;  and  in  the 
fame  form  with  thofe  for  the  congrefs  at  Cologn.  They 
are  content  to  give  them  with  blanks  for  the  names  of 
plenipotentiaries,  and  likewife,  if  his  majefly  pleafes, 
with  a  blank  for  the  name  of  the  place  of  treaty  5  and 
either  to  deliver  them  here  to  me,  or  fend  them  to 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  his 
niajefty's  order.  In  all  which  points,  if  you  pleafe  to 
fignify  his  majefly's  pleafure  to  me,  I  fliall  not  fail  of 

•  feeing  it  performed ;  and  queilion  not  but  it  will  be 
abundantly  in  time,  confidering  from  what  diftances 
the  other  parts  of  this  kind  are  to  be  performed,  and 

•  how  little  ufe  can  be  made  of  all  thefe  diligences  till 
'  an  expedient  be  found  out  in  the  bufinefs  a£  prince 
•William. 

I  have,  upon  return  of  the  emperor's  mijiifter  to 
this  place,  performed  likewife,  by  his  intervention, 
the  fame  offices  in  his  majefty*s  name  to  the  court  at 
Vienna  \  upon  which  he  tola  me,  that  he  queftioned 

not 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Kingf  the  Prince  of  Orange^  &c.  i  t  3 

net  to  the  emperor's  ready  compliance  with  his  mnjefty 
in  this  matter,  provided  that  France  would  reciprocally  . 
fumiih  the  pafiports  neceflary  for  the  imperial  minifters 
and  thofe  of  the  allies,  but  more  particularly  thofe  of 
the  duke  of  Lorrain,  upon  which  there  had  been  fo 
great  anobftruftiort  given  to  the  late  treaty  at  Cologn. 
I  could  anfwei;  nothing  to  this  point ;  whereupon  he 
defired  me  to  infinuate  it  with  the  firft  to  his  majefly, 
that  fo  the  refolution  of  France  nlight  be  clearly  known ; 
adding,  that  he  fuppofed  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  this,  or  any  other  matter  which  concerned  the  pre- 
fent  duke  of  Lorrain  5  fince  all  the  pretences  given 
by  France  to  any  aftion  againft  that  dutchy  had 
been  raifed  from  their  perfonal  quarrels  with  the  old 
duke,  and  jealoufies^  or  exceptions,  againft  his  per- 
fonal qualities,  which  could  not  lie  againft  the  prefent 
duke.  From  this  he  fell  into  the  general  difcourfe 
of  the  mediation,  and  how  powerful  all  his  majefty's 
offices  would  prove,  in  cafe  he  preferved  the  au- 
thority of  a  mediator ;  which  confifted  chiefly  in  the 
opinion  of  his  impartial  difpofitions  to  all  parties. 
That  he  did  not  queftion  this  of  his  majefty,  fince 
he  had  charged  himlelf  with  the  mediation ;  and 
that  he  fuppofed,  it  was  fome  of  his  minifters,  with- 
out his  knowledge,  that  had  given  occafion  to  the 
reports  which  were  fpread  in  the  German  princes 
courts  of  the  Eleftor  Palatine  having  begun  a  pri- 
vate negotiation  with  France  by  the  intervention  of 
the  court  of  England,  which  had  interrupted  the 
meafures  of  count  Montecuculi,  and  drawn  him  back 
with  his  forces  towards  thofe  parts.  I  had  nothing 
to  reply  upon  this  fubjeft,  but  that  it  was  a  ftoiy  I 
knew  nothing  of,  and  that  the  account  monfieur  Span- 
hcim  gave  me  of  his  journey  into  England  was  very 
different  from  any  fuch  intentions  of  his  mafter :  and 
fo  I  turned  the  difcourfe  to  tiic  bufmefs  of  prince 
William ;  wherein  he  faid,  all  the  .order  he  had  re- 
VoL.  IV.  I  .   ceivc'l 
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ccivcd  was  to  declare,  that  the  emperor  was  willing^ 
at  the  opening  of  the  con^fs,  to  expofe  that  whdc- 
matter  before  the  fcveral  minifters  there  concerned,  and 
leave  them  to  judge  of  the  rcafon  he  had  for  that 
feizure  and  detention. 

By  what  I  could  gather  from  muchdifcourfe  betweca 
us,  upon  a  point  wherein  neither  of  us  had  order  ta 
fay  any  thing  from  our  mafters,  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
if  his  majefly  will  propofe  an  expedient  in  it,  as  a 
mediator,  and  with  the  ftrength  of  his  own  defire  upon 
it,  that  the  emperor  will  not  eafily  rcfufe  it.  And  if 
his  majefly  fhall  refolve  to  make  this  trial,  and  tranfmit 
it  hither,  in  a  letter  to  be  conveyed  to  the  emperor,. 
I  fhall,  at  the  fame  time,  engage  the  offices  both  of 
the  imperial  minifl:er  here,  and  don  Emanuel  dc  Lyra, 
to  make  way  for  it.  This  laft  was  with  me  ycflcrday, 
and  amon^  many  difcourfes  upon  the  fiibjeft  of  the 
peace,  fell  upon  the  difficulty  there  would  arife  about 
the  Pope's  nuncio,  who  could  not  intervene  at  a  con- 
grcfs  at  Nimeguen,  though  his  mafl:er*s  mediation  had 
been  accepted  both  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  like- 
wife  by  France ;  and  thereupon  alked  mc,  whether  the 
place  of  congrefs  might  not  yet  be  changed ;  which  I 
have  found  of  late  both  him  and  the  emperoPs  mi- 
nifl:er  much  endeavouring.  I  told  him,  I  believed  though 
his  majefly  had  named  Nimeguen,  yet  he  had  no  other 
engagement  to  it  befides  the  difficulty  of  any  new 
agreement  among  the  parties,  who  had  already  accepted 
this ;  and  it  was  not  eafy  to  find  any  fitter  in  the 
provinces  of  this  State  admitted  by  France :  and  all 
others-  feemed  to  be  excluded  by  a  refolution  of  France 
and  the  houfe  of  Aufliria,  not  to  treat  in  either  of  their 
dominions.  That  for  the  difficulty  of  the  Pope*s 
nuncio,  it  was  firft  to  be  confidered,  that  though  his 
mafl:er*s  mediation  had  been  accepted  by  the  emperor, 
and  the  two  great  crowns,  yet  ,it  could  not  be  fo  by 
Sweden,  Denmark,  or  this  State.    So  as  the  Pope 
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Could  not  be  eftcemcd  in  this  negotiation  ^  an  univer- 
tal  mediator,  which  was  a  figure  would  belong  to  his 
majefty  alone.  And  therefore  it  would  not  perhaps 
be  of  neceffity  for  his  minifter  to  intervene  at  the 
place  of  congrefs,  but  only  to  refide  at  fome  place  in 
the  neighbourhood,  where  he  might  have  conftant 
communication  with  thofe  princes  minifters  who  had 
accepted  his  mailer's  mediation ;  and  might  poffibiy 
make  ufe  of  it  ill  points  that  were  purely  between  them- 
fclves,  without  concernment  of  the  other  parties.  That 
to  this  purpofe  there  was  Cleve,  within  two  hours  of 
Nimeguen,  where  the  exercife  of  that  religion  was 
free,  and  performed  ii^  the  great  church  •,  or  if  not, 
there  were  other  convents  at  the  fame  diftance,  very 
fit  for  receiving  a  nuncio.  Don  Emanuel  feemed  to 
find  no  great  exception  againft  this  expedient ;  but 
faid,  it  would  not  be  agreed  upon  unlets  his  majefly 
propofed  it  to  France ;  which  he  therefore  defired  I 
would  infinuate  in  my  next  letters. 

The  penfiorter  told  me  in  my  laft  conference,  that 
the  expedient  I  mentioned  in  my  laft,  to  have  been 
ofiered  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen,  concerning  the  bu- 
finefs  of  prince  William  to  be  agreed  in  the  firft  article 
of  the  treaty,  was  offered  him  by  one  of  his  majefty*s 
fccretaries  of  ftate,  which  I  could  fay  nothing  to : 
but  I  am  very  confident,  if  France  will  infift  no  ferther 
than  that,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  this  congrefs. 
He  told  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  duke  of  Nieu- 
berg  had  done  his  majefty  and  the  mediation  a  great 
Wrong  in  Germany,  by  endeavouring  to  form  a  third 
party  among  the  princes  of  the  Rhine,  and  giving  out 
that  his  majefty  would  be  the  head  of  them.  To 
which  I  only  replied,  it  was  a  thing  I  knew  nothing 
of;  but  that  I  was  very  confident  his  majefty  would 
upon  no  occafion  quit  the  figure  of  mediator,  having 
once  undertaken  it,  and  being  fo  univerlally  accepted. 
I  am  ever,  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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To  the  King. 

Ha^e,  Nov.  i,  N.  S.  1675. 
May  h  pfcafe  your  Majefty, 

SINCE  the  prince's  return  I  have  had  two  large* 
difcourfes  with  his  highnefs,  and  fhall  give  your 
majefty  only  the  fum  of  what  pafled,  not  troubling 
you  with  the  length  of  many  .circumftances.  The 
prince  received  the  aflurarice  your  majefty  was  pleafed 
to  give  him  in  fome  lines  of  your  own  hand,  with  very 
great  fenfe  of  ib  much  kindnefs  ;  which,  he  faid,  he 
had  all  the  reafon  that  could  be  to  believe  from  thofc 
cxpreflions,  and  would  ever  deferve  them  the  beft  he 
was  able. 

Upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  peace  he  was,  at  my  firft 
audience,  drier  and  more  carelefs  than  ever  I  found 
him  laft  winter  or  fpring.  He  faid,  it  was  out  of  his 
head  at  prefent ;  that  wa  Ihould  find  the  Spaniards 
much  ftiflfer  than  fix  months  ago ;  that  Montecuculi*s 
defire  of  going  to  Vienna  had  hindered  his  taking  up 
winter-quarters  in  Alfatia;  and  fome  difference  be^ 
tween  himfelf  and  the  Spaniards  had  fpoiled  the  effeft 
of  this  campaign,  without  which  it  might  have  gone 
far  towards  a  reafonable  peace.  That  he  faw  the  only 
way  of  making  the  war  in  Flanders  wouM  be  with 
two  feparate  armies,  which  might  be  compafled  next 
campaign  \  and  that,  if  the  forces  of  Lunenburgh 
and  Munfter  could  clear  Bremen  of  the  Swedes  this 
winter,  he  believed  France  might  have  their  hands 
full  next  fpring. 

All  his  difcourfes  being  of  this  kind,  I  thought  not 
fit  to  purfue  them  far  the  firft  time ;  but  yefterday,  at 
a  fecond  audience,  I  refolved  to  bring  it  to  fome  point; 
and  defired  his  highnefs  to  tell  me,  not  what  he 
thought  of  Spain  or  the  empire,  but  upon  what  terms 
he  himfelf  would  be  content  to  fee  the  peace  made, 
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0nd  to  fall  into  a  concert  with  your  majefiy  for  efledt- 
ing  it ;  which  I  knew  you  would  expeft  fomc  know- 
ledge of  by  this  poft.  He  faid  at  firft,  it  was  a  hard 
queftion,  and  that  he  would  think  of  it :  but  when 
1  prefled  him  hard,  he  faid  at  laft,  he  found  the  Spa* 
niards  fo  difficult  ypon  Aire  and  St.  Omers,  which  he 
had  firft  thought  of  upon  an  exchange,  that,  for  his 
part,  he  would  be  content  with  the  quitting  of  Burr 
gundy,  if  the  French  would  give  two  towns  more  in 
Flanders  than  thofe  four  your  majefty  propofed  ;  that 
is,  Toyrnay  and  Doway ;  becaufe,  he  believed,  France 
would  make  more  difficulty  of  Lifle.  And  fmce  your 
majefty  firft  made  your  fcheme,  the  Swedes  had  loft  fo 
much,  that  this,  he  thought,  might  very  well  be  given 
in  their  confideration.  After  much  reply  and  argu- 
ment, all  I  could  clear  by  this  difcourie  confifted  in 
thefe  two  points  :  that  the  prince  does  not  think  fit 
the  peace  ftiould  be  ftopped  by  pretences  of  the  princes 
of  the  empire  to  retain  their  prefent  conqueffs  upon 
Sweden  •,  and  that  he  will  be  content  to  yield  the  point 
of  Burgundy,  if  the  rcftitution  of  places  in  Flanders 
may  be  enlarged  as  an  equivalent  to  it,  and  for  the 
jcft,  the  terms  of  Aix  la  Chape|le  :  fo  that  between 
your  majefty*$  thoughts  and  thofe  of  his  highnef^, 
there  will  be  the  difference  only  of  a  town  or  two, 
more  or  lefs ;  by  which  your  majefiy  will  be  able  to 
judge  in  what  compafs  this  matter  will  turny  when  it 
comes  to  a  treaty, 

I  am  fenfible  of  having  given  your  majefty  too 
many  and  too  long  troubles  of  this  kind,  and  will  not 
therefore  lengthen  this  beyond  the  profeffions  of  that 
conftant  and  fincere  devotion,  wherewith  I  am,  and 
(hall  ever  be,  Sir,  your  majefly's  moft  loyal  and  moft 
obedient  fubjeft  and  fervant. 
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To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  Hague,  December  12,  N.  S.  xSj^. 

T  Have  feldom  troubled  you  fince  my  laft  return  out 
•*-  of  England,  leaving  it  to  my  fitter  to  entertain  you 
ynxh  any  thing  that  is  domeftic,  and  to  the  paper  that 
is  ufually  fent  you,  to  inform  you  of  common  occurr 
rences  :  and  little  of  negotiation  having  lately  palled 
here,  farther  than  the  formal  progrefs  of  the  tine's 
mediation,  in  propofmg,  and,  at  length,  fixing  the 
place  of  treaty  to  be  at  Nimeguen,  which  you  defirc 
to  know  the  reafon§  of. 

I  propofed  this  town  to  the  king,  and  his  majefty 
to  the  parties,  not  as  a  matter  of  choice,  but  almoft 
of  neceflity  -,  for  the  emperor  would  not  fend  his 
ambaffadors  to  any  in  the  French  territories  or  con- 
quefts  i  and  the  French  would  not  fend  theirs  tq 
any  in  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  confederates ;  fo  that  we 
fell  at  firft  here  into  the  thoughts  of  Bafil  or  Hamburg, 
but  many  inconvenierices  were  found  in  both ;  and 
France,  upon  the  hopes  of  falling  into  particular  mea- 
fures  or  treaties  with  fome  of  tne  confederates,  was 
content  this  laft  year  with  any  difficulties  that  might 
keep  off  a  general  congrefs,  which  was  likely  to  unite 
their  interefts  rather  than  feparite  them.  And  the 
confederates,  on  the  other  fide,  upon  the  confidence 
pf  their  great  numbers  and  forces,  had  a  mind  to  fee 
ithe  events  of  the  two  laft  campaigns  before  they  fell 
into  any  ferious  thoughts  of  either  peace  or  treaty: 
and  fo  his  majefl:y's  offers  of  mediation  have  con- 
tinued now  a  year  and  a  half  without  any  efieft 
farther,  than  being  at  length  accepted  by  all  the 
parties. 

*  The  ill  fuccefs  of  thq  French  arms  in  the  invaluable 
lofs  of  mohfieur  Turenne  5  the  defeat  of  monfieur 
^recjui  j  the  taking  of  Treves,  and  the  illcondition  of 
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the  Sv/edifh  affairs,  but,  moft  of  all,  the  ftanch  re- 
folutions  of  the  confederates  to  avoid  all  feparate 
treaties,  have,  I  fuppofe,  inclined  France  to  fet  on 
foot  the  general  one,  by  the  offer  they  made  of /end- 
ing their  ambaffadors  to  any  town  in  four  of  the  pro- 
vinces belonging  to  the  States ;  which  gave  fome  eafe 
m  that  firft  pace,  of  propofing  a  place  for  the  con- 
grefs  which  might  be  generally  accepted. 

Yet  the  confederates  were  not  without  their  dif-  * 
ficulties  upon  this  point.  They  fufpefted  the  inten- 
tions of  the  French  in  this  overture  itfelf,  as  a  piece 
of  compliment  and  cajolery  to  this  State,  whofe  dif- 
^  pofitions  towards  the  peace  thqy  knew  to  be  different 
from  thofe  of  all  the  other  confederates  :  they  appre- 
hended very  real  efiedts  upon  the  ijQue  of  it,  by  the 
praflices  that  might  be  carried  on  in  thcfe  provinces  by 
the  French  ambaffadors  and  their  inflruments,  in  fuch 
a  concourfe  of  flrangers  as  a  ^neral  treaty  was  like 
to  draw  into  them.  Upon  this  ground  the  Imperial 
and  Spanifh  have  violently  oppofed  the  accepting  this 
oflfer  from  France,  and  would  have  drawn  the  treaty 
to  Frankfort,  Colc^n,  Bafil,  or  Hamburg,  rather  than 
into  any  of  thefe  provinces. 

The  prince  of  Orange  himfelf,  and  the  penfioner 
here,  with  others  of  Ae  States,  had  fo  much  of 
jealoufy  in  the  .matter,,  that  they  would  rather  have 
chofen  the  treaty  in  another  country,  and  would  by 
no  nieans  hear  of  either  Utrecht  or  Breda,  in  regard 
of  their  vicinity  to  the  heart  of  this  province,  where 
thepulfe  beats  higher  towards  a  peace  upon  the  interefts 
of  trade,  than  in  any  of  the  rcfl.  But  all  of  them 
were  fenfible,  that  it  would  not  be  borne  by  the  people 
here  to  refufe  this  offer  of  France,  and  thereby  rejefl: 
the  treaty  on  this  fide,  which  feemed  by  it  to  have 
been  fo  much  advanced  on  the  other. 

From  thefe  reafbns  we  fell  into  the  thoughts  of 
fonie  town  ia  Geldeiland,  and  the  moft  remote  from 
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hence,  as  the  eafieft  to  be  accepted  by  the  confederate 
minifters,  which  fixed  the  propofition  at  length  upoq 
Nimeguen ;  though  indeed  the  very  fituation  of  it, 
as  a  center  between  Spain  and  Sweden,  the  eafteni 
parts  of  the  empire  and  England  (which  are  all  to  have 
parts  in  the  treaty)  made  an  appearance  of  fome  con- 
venience, as  well  as  neceflity  in  the  choice. 

You  will  have  known  from  England  fooncr  than 
from  hence,  that  I  am  defigned  by  the  king  for  one 
of  his  ambaffadors  in  this  mediation ;  and  I  begin  ac- 
cordingly to  turn  my  thoughts  and  affairs  towards  that 
remove,  which,  as  to  the  air,  being  much  drier  than 
this,  I  do  not  diflike.  As  to  the  bufinefs,  I  expeft 
an  encreafe  of  trouble  and  expence,  as  well  as  honour. 
I  remove  my  whole  family,  put  off  my  houfe  here, 
and  have  fixed  already  upon  one  at  Nimeguen  5  for 
which,  Avith  ftables  and  out-houfes  neceflfary  to  it,  I 
am  like  to  pay  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  whicli  is  but 
a  part  of  thofe  exaftions  like  to  be  praftifed  there 
upon  this  occafion,  and  which  cannot  be  remedied  by 
this  State  ;  where  the  magiftrates  of  each  town  have 
a  jurifdiftion  uncontrolable  by  the  States  themfelves, 
cither  general  or  provincial,  and  are  like  themfelves 
at  Nimeguen  to  give  us  no  remedy  in  this  affair,  which 
they  are  all  concerned  ip. 

What  profjpeft  there  is  of  a  peace  like  to  refult  from 
this  congrefs,  upon  what  terms,  or  what  time,  is  very 
difficult  to  tell  you  :  the  delays  of  it  muft  be  fuch  as 
the  parties  pleafe,  it  being  in  the  power  of  either  to 
raife  them  upon  the  formal  or  fubftantial  parts  of  the 
negotiation.  The  conditions  to  be  firft  propofed  will 
be  diftant  enough,  becaufe  they  are  like  to  come  from 
all  thefeveral  parties  j  though  fome  of  them  would  be 
glad  his  majefty,  as  mediator,  would  draw  the  firii 
fchemc  according  to  what  he  Iliall  efteem  moft  juft  and 
agreeable  to  the  common  intercfts  of  Chriftendom  ^ 
and  they  doubt  not,  but  whatever  peace  his  majefty 
fhould  pr^pofc,  he  may  do  it  in  fuch  manner,  as  to 
'     *      '  make 
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make  it  eaiily  accepted  by  all  parties,  and  take  upon 
him  to  be  the  arbiter  as  well  as  mediator  in  this  greaf 
affair.  But,  for  aught  I  fee,  our  councils  are  fixed  to 
a£t  no  fuch  part  \  lo  as  the  mediation  will  not  at  all 
lead,  but  follow  the  difpofitions  of  the  parties ;  as 
thefe,  I  fuppole,  will  do  the  events  of  the  war,  fince 
no  fufpenfion  pf  arms  is  like  to  be  agreed  during  the 
treaty. 

The  prcfent  difpofitions,  I  think,  arc  fhefc :  France 
will  pretend  to  all  their  conquefts,  both  of  the  laft 
war  and  this ;  but  would  at  prefent  be  content,  I  be- 
lieve, to  part  with  a  town  or  two  in  Flanders,  fo  as 
they  may  keep  Burgundy ;  and  will  make  no  difficulty 
to  leave*  the  empire  and  this  State  as  they  were  when 
the  war  began  (after  all  this  expence  of  blood  and  trca- 
furc).  Spain,  feeing  fo  many  confederates  united  in 
their  quarrel,  and  engaged  to  make  no  peace  without 
their  confent,  reckons  upon  no  lefs  than  the  Pyrcnean 
treaty,  and  would  keep  off"  this  till  fome  fuccefles  of 
the  confederates  arms  may  make  way  for  fuch  condi- 
tions. The  emperor  finding  thi?  war  has  almofi: 
united  the  empire  in  the  intereftsof  thehoufeof  Aiiftria, 
and  drawing  money  from  thefe  States,  as  well  as  from 
Spain,  is  very  unwilling  to  lofe  the  conjuncture,  and 
therefore  would  be  glad  to  have  the  war  go  on ;  and  fq 
>vill  not  only  infift  ypon  the  reftjtution  of  Lorrain  and 
Philiplburgh,  but  reparation  of  damages  to  the  princes 
of  the  Rhine.  Thefe  States  alk  nothingfor  themfelves, 
but  the  reftitution  of  Maeftricht,  and  of  commerce  a^ 
it  w^  before  the  war-,  but  think  it  neceflary  for  their 
own  fafety,  that  a  good  frontier  be  left  the  Spaniards 
in  Flanders ;  and  fo  will  endeavoyr  to  h^ve  five  or  fix 
good  towns  reftored  there,  in  exchange  for  Burgundy, 
which  they  are  lefs  concerned  in,  But  all  the  allies 
agree  in  repoflcfling  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  which  is  a 
platter  that  France  is  moft  referyed  in,  as  having  nq 
pretence,  either  of  right  orconqueft,  there;  and  yet, 
juftly  eftecming  it  a  matter  of  more  importance  tp 
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them  than  all  the  reft,  confidering  not  only  the  force 
and  riches  of  that  province,  but  the  (ituation  of  it  and 
the  abiblute  engagements  of  the  preient  duke  to  the 
interefts  and  perfon  of  the  emperoh  If  thefe  points 
could  be  agreed,  nothing  that  concerns  the  new  quarrels 
in  the  North  would,  I  believe,  hmder  the  peace  -,  but 
upon  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  war  and  the  mediation, 
I  do  not  lee  any  fudden  iflue  very  likely  by  a  treaty : 
^d  how.  die  events  of  another  campaign  may  raile  the 
hopes  or  fears,  and  thereby  change  me  interefts  and 
pretenfipns  of  the  feverd  parties,  no  man  can  con- 
je6l;ure.  In  the  mean  time,  I  would  not  leave  this 
place,  nor  end  the  year  without  giving  you  this  general 
fcheme,  by  which  you  may  the  eauer  judge  of  the 
modons  you  'fhall  hear  of  in  the  courie  of  me  treaty 
of  the  war,  fince  you  are  pleded  to  fay,  it  will  be  a 
fatisf a£Uon  to  you.  I  know  it  will  be  k>,  to  hear  we 
are  all  well  at  preient  here.  My  wife  intends  to  take  a 
ftep  into  England  about  the  time  I  fhall  go  to  Nime* 
guen,  but  to  return  to  me  there  within  a  month  or 
two.  My  fbn,  I  hope^  entertains  you  often  from 
London,  as  my  fifter  does  from  hence,  which  allows 
me  to  trouble  you  kfs.  I  am  ever.  Sir,  your  moft 
obedient  fon  and  moft  huipble  fervant:. 

To  Mr.  Sidney. 

S I R,  Hague,  December  13,  N.  S.  1675; 

»rHOUGH  I  did. not  like  the  date  of  your  laft 
■'*•  letter,  yet  I  did  all  the  reft  very  well.  I  thought 
Lyons  a  little  too  far  off  for  one  I  wifli  always  in  my 
reach :  but  when  I  remembered,  it  was  a  place  of  fo 
great  trade,  and  where  you  told  me  yours  had  been 
very  good  in  former  times,  I  was  contented  to  think 
you  Ipent  your  time  to  your  own  advantage  and  fatif- 
faftion,  though  not  to  your  friends,  by  keq)ing  at 
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iuch  a  djilance.  I  was  very  well  pleafed  the  other  day 
with  a  vifit  made  me  by  captain  Frefheim,  who  was 
mudi  in  vour  praifes  *,  but  I  did  not  like  [that  he 
ihould  m^e  you  kinder  to  him  than  to  me :  yet  I 
think  he  deferyes  it  of  you,  if  all  be  true  diat  he  tells, 
for  he  pretends  to  think  you  le  plus  bel  bommtj  &  le 
plus  bonniie  bompuy  and  I  know  not  what  more,  that 
never  came  into  my  head,  as  you  kqow  very  well. 
However,  I  was  mighty  glad  to  hear  him  lay,  vou 
had  the  beft  health  that  cpuld  be,  and  that  you  looked 
as  if  you  would  keep  it,  if  you  did  not  grow  too  kind 
to  the  place  and  company  you  lived  in,  or  they  to  you. 
yet,  after  what  you  tell  me  of  the  r  rench  air  and 
Bourbon  waters,  I  am  much  apter  to  wilh  myfelf  there, 
than  you  in  thefe  parts  of  the  world ;  and  though  I 
hear  news  every  day  from  all  fides,  yet  I  have  not 
heard  any  fo  good,  fince  I  came  upon  this  fcene,  as 
what  you  fend  me  of  the  efieAs  I  am  like  to  feel  by 
the  change  whenever  I  come  upon  that  where  you  are : 
they  will  be  greater  and  better  than  any  I  can  expeft 
by  bring  the  bufy  man,  thoughy^  pourrois  bien  faire 
merveiilesj  with  tl^  company  I  am  joined  to ;  and  no- 
body knows  to  what  Sir  Ellis  may  raife  another  am-: 
baflador,  that  has  already  raifed  One  from  the  dead. 
They'  begin  to  talk  now  of  ouf  going  to  Nimeguen,  as 
if  it  were  nearer  than  I  thought  it  a  month  ago :  when 
we  are  there,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  tell  you  what  I 
think  of  our  coming  away.  Hitherto,  1  can  only  lay, 
there  are  fo  many  ^linters  in  the  broken  bone,  that 
the  patient  muft  be  very  good,,  as  well  as  the  furgeon^ 
if  it  be  a  fudden  cure.  And  though  I  believe  both 
where  you  and  I  are,  the  difpofitions  towards  it  are 
Very  well,  yet  I  doubt  of  thofe  who  are  farther  off  on 
both  fides  of  us.  For  aught  any  body  knows,  this 
great  dance  may  end  as  others  ufe  to  do,  ever/  man 
Coming  to  the  place  where  they  b^un,  or  near  it ;  only, 
againft  all  reafon  and  cuflx)m,  I  doubt  the  poor  Swede, 
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that  never  led  tjhe  dance,  is  likelieft  to  pay  the  fidlers,' 
/I  hope  you  know  what  pafles  at  home ;  at  leaffi,  it  is 
pity  you  fhould  not :  but  if  you  do  not,  you  (hall  not 
for  me  at  this  diftance ;  and  fince  you  talk  of  return- 
ing, the  matter  is  not  great.  In  the  mean  time,  pray 
let  ifie  know  your  motions  and  your  health,  fince  the 
want  of  your  cypher  keeps  me  ifrom  other  things  you 
fay  you  have  a  mind  to  tell  me.  I  hear  nothing  of  the 
letter  you  mention  to  have  fent  me  by  fo  good  a  hand ; 
fo  that  all  I  can  fay  to  that  is,  that  by  whatlbcver  it 
comes,  any  will  be  welcome  that  comes  from  yours ; 
becaufe  nobody  loves  you  better  than  I,  nor  can  be 
morp  than  I  am,  yours,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofepb  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  January  7,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  Spared  yoxx  the  trouble  of  a  difpatch  by  the  laft 

poft,  which  was  made  necdlefs  by  one  I  received 
from  Sir  Lyonell  Jenkins,  with  the  account  of  his 
arrival  here.  You  will  have  by  this  ordinary  another 
•from  him,  with  the  particulars  of  his  reception  and 
difcourfes  with  the  prince ;  as  likcwife  one  from  us 
both,  with  the  account  of  our  refolutions  how  to  dif- 
pofe  of  ourfelves,  in  order  to  our  beft  compliance  with 
thofe  ends  of  our  prefent  embafly,  which  we  conceive 
his  majefty  has  propofed  to  himfelf,  and  fignified  to 
us  by  our  inftruftions.  I  fliall  refer  you  more  par- 
ticularly to  thofe  difpatches,  and  tie  up  this  to  what 
is  neceflary  in  anfwer  to  yours  of  the  21ft  paft,  which 
laft  pacquet  brought  to  my  hands. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  bring  the  States  to  any 
nefolution  concerning  the  fending  away  paffports  for 
Sweden  before  the  arrival  of  theirs  here ;  the  conferr 
cnces  they  have  defired  upon  that  fubjeft  having 
been  hitherto  excufed  by  the  emperor's  minifter  hergi 
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tipon  other  pretences.  .  But  the  prince  told  me  yeftef- 
cby,  that  the  true  reafort  was,  that  neither  that  minn 
ftcr,  nor  ^y  others  of  the  confederates  here,  were' 
wilUng  to  do  any  thing  in  it  without  monfieur  dd 
Lyra,  who  is  not  yet  returned  from  Bruflels,  though 
he  has  been  for  fcveral  days  expefted.  He  has  written 
to  the  prince,  that  he  had  the  Spanifh  paflborts  for  the 
French  plenipotentiaries,^  and  would  put  them  into  my 
hands  upon  his  arrival  here ;  which  made  me  very  glad 
to  be  by  advance  pofleffed  of  thofe  from  France  foi* 
the  Spanifh.  Arid  immediately  upon  receipt  of  thofe 
from  monfieur  de  Lyra  (which,  I  hope,  may  be  to- 
day or  to-morrow,  the  wind  being  now  fair  from  Ant- 
Ivcrp)  I  will  fend  both  thofe  and  the  Dutch  by  a 
trumpet  to  the  governor  of  Chafleroy,  according  to 
your  orders. 

I  fend  you  one  inclofed  from  the  States  to  the 
bifhop  of  Strafburgh,  fince,  as  you  obferve,  there  k 
none  expefted  from  him,  either  to  them,  or  any  of 
their  allies.  I  hope  you  endeavour  the  procuring  pafles 
from  France  to  be  likewife  difpatched  for  the  minifters 
of  the  fevcral  allies  mentioned  in  the  States  refolu- 
tion  ;  and  find  it  will  be  expefted,  that  among  them 
fliould  be  three  for  the  States  ambaflador^,  though 
the  congrefs  be  in  their  own  country,  fince,  as  mon- 
fieur Beveming  fays,  they  may  have  occafion  of  moving 
fometimes  themfelves,  and  often  of  difpatching  couriers, 
cither  into  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  or  into  Germany, 
where  they  go  in  danger  of  the  French.  For  thefe 
reafons,  I  fuppofe,  it  will  likewife  be  necefTary  to 
procure  paflports  for  his  majefly's  ambafTadors  there. 
All  whicn,  I  hope,  will  be  tranfmitted  by  the  French 
plenipotentiaries,  if  they  are  fo  forward  on  their  way 
as  we  hear. 

Yeftcrday  I  fhewed  the  prince  and  the  Lorrain 
envoy  the  French  paflports  I  received  for  theminiflerof 
that  duke.   Upon  which  fubjeft,  befides  the  difcourfes 
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that  pafled  yefterday,  of  which  you  will  receive  ati 
account  in  a  journal  from  Sir  LyoneU  Jenkins,  I  re- 
ceived this  day  the  inclofed  letter  from  monfieur  Se- 
rinchampS)  and  I  doubt  the  matter  will  find  difficulty 
dn  the  confederate  fide,  if  it  prove  to  have  been  a 
thingrefolvedonby  theFrench,  and  notdonebjr  chance. 
i  mean,  the  ftyle  given  the  duke  of  Lorrain.  As  to 
the  other  omiilions  of  the  faid  paflpoits,  I  think  there 
will  be  likewife  a  necefiity  of  amending  them ;  fince 
i  find  them  not  only  in  the  Lorrain,  but  in  the  Spanilh 
paflports  likewife  \  though  having  not  fhewed  them 
yet  to  any  Spanifh  minifter,  1  fhall  leave  him  to  make 
his  own  exceptions :  but  I  tell  you  of  them  before^ 
hand,  becaufe  they  are  fo  obvious,  that  no  man  can 
fail  of  them;  and,  by  knowing  them  early,  you  may 
poffibly  fave  time,  by  preparing  the  French  court  to 
amend  them.  They  are  thcfe  two :  firft,  that  they 
reach  only  to  the  perfons  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  and 
thofe  of  their  train,  without  comprehending  their  bag- 
gage, hories,  papers,  or  any  fuch  words ;  whereas  you 
know  very  well  what  happened  lately  to  the  cardinal 
of  Baden  by  fuch  a  paflport  And,  in  the  next 
place,  there  is  no  power  given  of  difpatching  couriers 
from  the  faid  ambaifadors  with  their  paflports,  without 
which  no  negotiations  can  be  carried  on.  Upon  the 
amendment'  you  defused  in  both  thefe  points  to  the 
pailes  of  the  States,  though  the  defe£b  were  but  one 
word  too  much,  and  another  too  little,  I  not  only  pro- 
cured them,  but  likewife  defired  that  the  fame  term 
might  be  ufed  by  all  the  confederates,  which  I  was 
aflured  of;  and  to  that  end,  copies  have  been  fent 
them :  and  there  is  no  queftion  but  they  will  infift  to 
have  them  granted  as  full  from  France,  as  they  have 
yielded  themfel  ves.  That  you  may  obferve  the  diftance, 
I  inclofe  a  copy  of  one  of  the  French  paflports, 
which  you  may  pleafe  to  compare  with  that  of  the 
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States  to  the  bifhop  of  Straiburgh,  which  runs  in  the 
fime  form  with  all  the  reft. 

As  to  the  neutral  country,  his  majefty  apprehcndav 
the  fame  dilHculties  that  I  did  in  obtaining  it  from 
France,  fo  far  as  he  has  propofed  it  here.  I  confefs  I 
thought  when  you  gave  me  order  to  make  inftances  for 
it  to  the  States,  fo  as  to  comprehend  Meurs,  you  had 
taken  your  meafures  by  monfieur  Ruvigni,  and  found 
by  him  that  his  mafter  would  be  content  to  make  the 
prince  of  Orangp  fuch  a  com{}liment,  as  reached  no 
iluther  than  a  little  contribution.  The  matter  had 
not  been  great,  if  it  had  not  been  propofed  here  from 
his  majefty ;  but  fince  it  has,  I  hope  they  will  not 
refufe  it  in  France,  fince  it  is  of  fome  confequence  as 
to  the  force  of  his  mediation,  when  he  is  firft  refiifed 
by  any  of  the  parties,  in  what  he  thinks  fit  to  propofe^ 
which  he  has  been  yet  by  none.  In  cafe,  however, 
this  fhould  not  fucceed  to  die  prince  of  Orange's  fatif- 
fadion,  I  think  the  leaft  bounds  his  majefty  can  pre- 
icribe  for  the  neutral  country  that  way,  will  be  the 
Fofla  Mariana,  which  runs  from  river  to  river;  and 
the  rather,  becaufe  the  inclufion  of  Cleve  and  the  vil* 
lages  near  it  will  not  be  only  neceflary  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  congrefs,  but  for  the  lefidence  of  fuch 
perfons  as  are  expefted  to  come  from  Rome :  and  b^ 
fides,  there  will  be  no  certainty  in  any  other  boun(^s 
that  can  be  given  by  the  denominations  of  towns. 
And  without  fome  fuch  line  as  the  channel  I  mention, 
both  parties  will  be  out  upon  prey,  and  truft  to  dif- 
puting  after,  whether  the  place  where  they  made  it  was 
m  the  neutral  country  or  no. 

I  hear  don  Emanuel  de  Lyra  is  like  to  be,  at  laft> 
one  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  and  come  in  as  fubftituted 
by  the  duke  de  Villa  Hermofa,  who  (hall  be  named 
firft  in  the  commiflion.  I  think  it  will  be  necefTary 
the  Spaniards  fhould  be  minded  to  avoid  a  difficulty 
which  may  arife^  irt  cafe  he  receive  not  a  commiflion 

like 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


i  28        Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple 

like  the  others,  from  the  king  of  Spain,  but  only  front 
the  governor  of  Flanders ;  in  which  cafe  he  will  not 
be  treated  as  ah  ambaflador,  whatever  he  ma^  pretend : 
as,  I  remember^  moniieur  de  Bergeyck  did,  in  the 
very  fame  cafe,  at  Aix  la  Chapelle.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
moft  faithful  humbk  fervant. 

to  Sir  JofepA  Williamfon. 

SlKj  Hague,  January  7,  N.  S.  1676. 

TJ AviNG  confidered  together,  as  well  as  we  could,* 
^^  his  majcfty*s  inftruftions,  and  his  intentions  in 
this  embafly,  and  hearing  that  the  French  plenipo-* 
tentiaries  are  already  on  their  way,  and  wiU  be  at 
Maeftricht  on  the  tenth  of  tiiis  month  %  and  finding  that 
,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  this  State  are  here  upon  the 
place,  watching  our  motion,  their  baggage  being 
already  laden  in  a  bilander  in  this  canal,  we  have  con- 
cluded tc^ther,  that  there  is  no  other  way  of  com- 
plying with  the  fcope  and  defign  which  his  majefty 
leems  to  have  propofcd  to  himfclf  in  this  afiair,  but 
by  applying  ourfclves  feparately  at  prefent  to  the  two 
fcveral  points  which  fcem  to  us  to  be  intended  by 
them.  And  therefore,  that  all  parties  concerned  in 
the  war  may  take  notice  of  his  majefty*s  great  dili- 
gence, in  fending  his  ambaffadors  to  the  place  of  con- 
§refs,  and  of  fome  of  them  being  adtually  arrived 
lere,  whereby  the  fcveral  parties  may  be  invited  to 
the  fpeedicr  difpatch  of  theirs ;  and  likewife,  that  an 
ambaffador  may  not  be  wanting  upon  the  pUce,  to 
receive  and  compliment  the  firft  miniilers  that  arrive 
there  from  any  of  the  parties,  we  have  jointly  re- 
folved,  that  I,  SirLyonell  Jenkins,  ftiall  fet  out  towards 
Nimeguen  to-morrow,  for  the  acomplifhment  of  the 
abovefaid  ends.  And  whereas,  by  an  article  in  our 
inftruftions,  we  are  conunanded,  before  we  leave  the 
Hague,  to  fee  the  bufmcfs  of  the  paflports,  and  the  de- 
claration 
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daration  of  the  neuter  country,  put  into  fuch  a  way 
of  difpatch,  as  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  affembly  may 
not  be  retarded  by  any  thing  wanting  on  the  part  of 
the  States  and  their  allies;  whereas  an  obftruftion, 
by  reafon  of  the  abfence  of  Don  Emanuel  de  Lyra, 
hath  been  lately  made  in  the  refolutions  of  the  States 
and  their  confederates  concerning  both  thefe  points  ; 
and  that  a  new  incident  (and,  as  we  fear,  of  fome  con- 
fcquence)  hath  yefterday  difcovered  itfelf  in  the  bufi- 
nefs of  the  paflports,  by  the  obfcrvation  firft  of  the 
prince  of  Orangp,  and  more  ftiarply  of  the  Lorrain 
envoy,  upon  the  defefts  of  the  French  paflports  to  that 
prince ;  we  have  likewife  jointly  refolved,  that  I,  Sir 
William  Temple,  Ihall  ftay  fome  days  longer  at  the 
Hague,  to  purfue  and  folicit  thefe  two  affairs,  of  the 
paflports  and  the  neuter  country,  to  a  full  and  fpeedy 
iflue.  We  have  likewife  jointly  refolved,  in  order  to 
make  our  public  letters  of  lefs  trouble  to  his  majefty 
by  their  length,  to  tranfmit  from  time  to  time,  by 
way  of  journal  (fuch  as  for  an  eflay  goes  here  inclofed) 
all  the  paflfages  and  matters  of  fa<5b  that  occur  to  us  as 
relating  in  any  wife  to  this  negotiation  of  the  peace. 
We  are.  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervaiits, 

W.  Temple. 
L.  Jenkins. 

To  the  Bijhop  of  Winchejier. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  8,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  Have  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your  lordfhip 
^  by  Mr.  Morley,  and  fliall  be  extreme  glad  to 
deferve  it^  by  the  good  fortune  of  ferving  him  in 
the  way  you  defire,  and  he  propofes  to  himfelf.  By 
what  your  lordfliip  writes,  his  pretenfions  are  fo 
fmall,  that  he  might  juftly  have  claimed  them, 
without  the  advantaire  of  belonging  to  your  lordfliip. 

Vol.  IV.  ^  K  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


130  Letters  of  Sir  WtUlam  TempTe 

or  of  a  recommendation  that  wiU  always  have  {& 
much  power  with  mc  in  much  greater  matters.  The 
circunukance  of  being  fo  particularly  under  the  eye 
of  my  lord  ambaffador  Jenkins  will,  I  doubt  not, 
keep  him  fafe  from  any  of  thofe  dangers  abroad 
in  point  pf  his  morals,  which  you  fay  he  cfcaped 
at  home,  and  from  which  no  place  is  free.  But^ 
as  far  as  my  obfcrvation  of  him  may  be  neceflary,. 
he  fhall  not  fail  of  it,  with  the  concernment  and 
care  that  are  due  from  me  to  your  l6rd(hip*s  com- 
mands -,  in  which  I  fhall  not  yield  to  any  of  my 
coUegues,  how  great  foever  their  pretenfibns  may  be 
to  your  lordflup*s  friendlhip,  or  their  emulatioa 
upon  any  fuch  occafion  ojr  your  fervice.  I  was 
extreme  glad  to  receive  the  knowledge  of  your 
lordfhip's  good  heakh,  and  with  it  a  teftimony  of 
your  favour  and  remembrance,  which  I  can  pretend 
no  otherwife  to  deferve,  than  by  the  refolutionr 
I  have  fo  long  taken  and  conftantly  obferved,  of 
being  always,  with  great  paflion  and  truth,  my 
lord,  your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful,  and  moft  humble 
fervant. 

To  Sir  "Jafepb  miliamfon. 

SIR,  H^ue,  January  14,  N.  ?;  i6y6. 

T>  Y  the  laft  pacquet  I  received  together  both  yours- 
^  of  the  24th  and  28th,  with  his  majefly's  refo- 
lution,  that  we  (hall  expeft  the  firft  vifit  be  made  us 
as  mediators  by  all  the  minifters  of  what  charadber 
foever,  arriving  even  after  us  at  the  place  of  con- 
grefs.  And  with  this  order  I  received  the  ground 
of  it,  which  was  the  inftaiftion  given  upon  this 
point  to  his  majefty's  ambafladors  at  Cologn,  and 
their  praftice  in  purfuit  thereof.  His  majefty*s 
commands  fhall  in  this,    as  all   other  matters,    be 
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bbeycd ;  but  I  had  not  heard  any  thing  oi  this  from 
Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  before  he  parted  hence,  though 
we  had  ofen  difcourfed  upon  the  conception  we 
both  had  of  ufing  the  contrary  form  to  all  ambaf- 
fadors  that  arrived  after  us  ;  and  upon  difcourfe 
with  the  prince,  fmce  I  received  this  inftruftion,  he 
faid,  the  precedent  of  what  was  done  at  Cologn 
ought  certainly  to  guide  us ;  but  that  he  thought 
it  had  pafled  otherwife  with  their  ambafladors.  This 
evening  monfieur  Bcverning  and  monfieur  Haren 
came  to  me,  to  let  me  know,  that,  having  acquainted 
the  States  with  their  being  both  ready  to  begin  their 
journey  upon  the  firft  commands,  they  had  received 
orders  to  attend  mej  and  entirely  follow  what  I 
ilhould  advife  them  in  that  point ;  and  in  all  matters 
of  ceremony,  when  they  came  upon  the  place,  to 
conform  themfelves  wholly  to  what  we  expefted  from 
them.  And  they  were  tardier  ordered  to  acquaint 
me,  that  after  our  arrival  there,  the  States  would 
look  upon  the  town  of  Nimeguen  as  a  neutral  place^ 
where  all  matteft  fhould  be  carried  by  the  burgo- 
mafters  command  there,  according  to  the  orders 
they  Ihould  receive  from  the  mediators,  both  as 
to  their  own  receptions,  or  that  of  any  other  ambaf- 
fadors. 

I  aniwefed  to  the  feveral  points,  after  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  States  civility  in  their  refoluuons  \ 
firft,  fince  aii  ambaffador  of  his  majefty  was  already 
upon  his  way  thither,  I  thought  it  would  be  beft  for 
them  to  begin  their  journey  likewife  as  foon  as  they 
could,  both  in  refpeft  to  his  majefty,  and^  like- 
wife  to  give  the  more  and  earlier  appearance  to  the 
world  of  the  congrefs  beginning  to  be  formed  -,  and 
hereupon  they  affured  me  they  would  part  in  two  or 
three  days- 

To  the  fecond,  I  told  them,  that  his  majefty  ex- 
peded  the  feveral   ambafTadors,  though  arriving  laft 
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upon  the  place,  fhould  give  the  firft  vifit  to  us  as 
mediators,  fincc  the  fame  was  done  to  the  Swedes  ^t 
Cologn  by  his  majefty's  ambafladors.  To  this  they 
anfwered,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  on  their  parts, 
but  they  doubted  there  might  be  fomc  from  the  other 
ambafladors,  fince  they  had  taken  it  for  granted  at 
Cologn,  that  the  mediators  had  (till  vifited  thofe 
who  arrived  after  them ;  and  whatever  might  have 
been  done  there  by  his  nujefty*s  ambafladors,  they 
-were  fure  the  contrary  had  b^n  done  to  them  (the 
States  ambafladors)  who  had  lefs  reafon  to  expeft 
it ;  and  that  arriving  laft  both  at  Aix,  and  after  at 
Cologn,  the  Swedifh  ambafladors  made  them  the 
firft:  vifit  in  both  places,  after  notice  fent  of  their 
arrival.  And  they  defired  me  to  give  you  this  in- 
formation, not  in  regard  of  any  concernment  they 
could  have  in  *  it,  who  were  refolved  to  give  us  the 
firil  vifit,  though  they  Ihould  lafl:  arrive ;  but  to  the 
end  you  ftiould  confider,  what  mcafures  would  befl: 
prevent  contefts,  or  difficulties  of  meetings,  in  cafe 
any  other  of  the  ambafladors  fhould  refule  it,  fince 
there  may  be  difference  between  what  is  voluntarily 
given  by  each  party,  and  what  is  challenged  by  the 
•mediators,  and  inlifled  upon  in  cafe  any  of  the  par- 
ties diipute  it.  I  told  them,  I  fhould  let  you  know 
what  they  faid  upon  this  point,  but  mufl  follow  my 
orders,  in  cafe  we  received  no  new  ones  therein. 

To  the  third,  of  the  magiflrates  and  officers  being 
to  receive  our  orders  as  to  matters  of  receptions,  I 
told  them,  his  majefty  had  commanded  us  to  admit 
of  none,  but  to  enter  the  town  with  our  trains,  and 
nothing  more ;  and  in  all  points  to  introduce,  as  far 
as  we  are  able,  the  form  of  living  like  private  per- 
fons  among  all  the  fcveral  muiiflers  during  the  whole 
courfc  of  the  aflembly ;  but  fince  we  refufed  any  pub- 
lic honour  or  reception,  we  did  not  think  it  reafon- 
able  any  other  fliould  have  it.    They  replied,   all 
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the  difficulries  would  be,  in  cafe  the  others  defired  it, 
which  we  did  not,  and  that  might  poffibly  happen 
from  the  emperor's  ambafladors  \  and  monfieur  Bevcr- 
ning  faid  particularly,  he  did  expeft  it  from  monfieur 
Colbert,  by  what  he  had  done  of  that  kind  at  Aix 
la  Chapelle  in  the  treaty  of  1668.  But  if  any  of 
them  fhould  demand  it  at  Nimeguen,  they  would 
anfwer,  that  addrefs  muft  be  made  to  the  mediators 
in  it,  whofe  orders  were  wholly  to  be  obeyed.  I 
anlwered,  whenever  that  was  done,  we  would  acquit 
ourfelves  the  bell  we  could,  and  the  neareft  to  what 
we  conceived  with  his  majeftjr's  intention. 

Upon  the  news  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
being  upon  the  way,  and  ftaying  at  Charleville  for 
their  paflports  from  Flanders  and  this  State,  though 
don  Emanuel  de  Lyra  was  not  arrived  with  thofe 
from  Bruflels,  which  I  hear  he  is  poflefled  of, 
with  orders  to  put  them  into  my  hands ;  yet  I  had 
a  mind  to  fend  away  thofe  of  the  States,  but  know- 
ing it  would  be  of  no  ufe,  unlefs  it  were  done  with 
the  States  confents,  on  Sunday  laft,  meeting  the  pen- 
iioner  with  the  prince,  I  alked  his  highnefs,  whether 
he  were  content  I  Ihould  fend  them  away  ?  and  the 
pcnfioner,  whether  he  thought  the  States  would 
likcwifc  confent  ?  Both  of  them  told  me,  as  to  their 
opinions,  they  were,  that  the  States  paflports  Ihould 
not  be  fent  till  I  had  received  the  French  paflports 
for  their  ambafladors,  and  for  the  minifters  of  all 
their  allies  mentioned  in  that  refolution  given  me 
upon  this  fubjeft  (and  which  I  tranfmitted  to  you) 
and  this  in  the  fame  form,  or  as  full,  as  thofe  they 
had  agreed  upon  according  to  our  amendments. 
They  faid  further,  that  their  p)afl])orts  could  be  of 
no  ufe  till  thofe  of  Spain  were  lilcewife  fent  (through 
whofe  countries  they  firft  muft  pafs)  and,  they  were 
fure,  thofe  would  not  be  delivered  by  the  Spanifh 
minifters    without  receiving  thofe  from   France  at 
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the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  form  ^  but  after  all 
our  difcourfe  they  both  faid,  they  could  tell  me 
but  their  own  opinions,  and  that  the  States  mufl:  be 
confulted  upon  it. 

Yefterday  the  prince  dined  with  me,  told  mc, 
the  States  had  been  of  the  fame  mind,  and  that  I 
fhould  receive  their  refolution  upon  it  before  tliis 
pacquet  went  -,  but  it  is  not  yet  come,  though  I  am 
now  within  half  an  hour  of  its  ufual  time  of  clofing, 
having  been  unexpeftedly  detained  by  a  long  viiit 
from  the  two  Dutch  ambaffadors,  which  makes  mc 
beg  of  you  to  kt  one  of  your  clerks  return  me  a 
copy  of  this  letter, 

I  have  not  heard  one  word  from  Sir  Lionel  Jen- 
kins fince  he  parted  from  hence  on  Thurfday  night, 
and  doubt  very  much  the  delays  of  the  pdlage  he 
would  needs  choofe  by  water  in  a  yacht  of  the  States, 
to  avoid  the  ill  way  between  Utrecht  and  Aearnhana 
by  the  breaches  of  digues,  the  winds  having  changed 
the  very  day  after  he  parted,  and  continued  fo  con-. 
trary  ever  fince,  that  1  cannot  imagine  how  he  wiU 
^et  up  th^  river.    I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c, 

3*(?  m^  Lord  Trea/urer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan,  17,  N.  S.  1676, 

T  Received  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your  lord-. 
fhip  the  beginning  of  this  week  by  Mr.  Widdring-r 
ton,  who  ftiall  not  fail  of  any  fervices  I  can  do  him 
here,  as  I  have  already  aflfured  him,  and  defired  him 
to  let  me  know  all  occafions  wherein  he  thinks  he  can 
make  ufe  of  me.  I  had  the  opportunity  of  bringing 
}iim  to  his  highnefs,  who  dined  that  day  with  mcj 
pnd  p  give  hini  ^he  better  entrance,  I  fhewed  the 
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prince  your  lordfhip's  letter.  He  read  it,  and  fihiled 
at  the  latter  part  of  it ;  but  when  he  had  done,  he 
came  to  me,  and  defired  me  to  remember  his  fervicc 
to  you,  and  afiure  you,  how  much  he  valued  your 
recommendation,  and  that  Mr.  Widdrington  Ihould 
find  it  by  all  the  encouragement  he  could  give  him. 
After  a  little  ftop,  he  faid ;  "  And  for  the  latter  part 
^*  of  his  letter,  pray  tell  him,  they  arc  very  much 
**  miftaken  -,"  and  then  paufing  a  little,  as  if  he  were 
concerned  at  it  •,  he  faid,  ^  Godl  I  never  laid  any  thing 
*'  to  Sylvkis,  that  I  was  not  content  my  coachman 
ihould  know/*  I  laughed,  and  afked  him,  "  And 
would  you  have  me  tell  my  lord  treasurer  fo  too  ?"  He 
turned  about,  and  faid  refolutely,  "  Yes,  da"  I  en- 
tered no  farther  into  this  matter,  nor  fhould  have  faid 
this,  but  that  the  prince  bid  me,  and  feemed  concerned, 
that  what  your  lordfhip  writ  upon  that  fubjedi:  (hould 
be  believed  there.  The  ufe  I  made  of  it  was  a  littk 
more  impwtant,  which  was,  to  go  fince  to  the  prince 
and  tell  him,  that  being  now  upon  my  journey  to 
Nimeguen,  and  having  been  here  a  year  and  a  half, 
his  majefty  would  have  reafon  to  think  he  had  been 
very  ill  ferved,  if  in  all  this  time  I  were  not  able  to 
give  him  a  right  and  full  account  of  Ms  highnefs's  in- 
tentions in  what  his  majefty  concerned  himfelf ;  but 
that  the  king  fhould  be  flill  in  pain  to  know  them, 
and  cafling  about  by  what  hand,  to  find  them  out. 
The  prince  (aid,  he  could  not  fay  more  to  me  than  he 
had  laid  to  me  already,  and  written  to  the  king  upon 
all  occafions  •,  and  that  he  could  not  tell  what  more  we 
would  know  of  him,  nor  why  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius  was 
fent  over,  when  the  compliment  might  either  have  been 
fpared,  or  made  by  Mr.  Skelton  as  he  paffed  by. 
However  I  endeavoured  to  draw  what  new  light  I  could 
from  his  highnefe,  and  comparing  all  he  had  faid  with 
all  that  I  had  gathered  from  the  current  of  his  former 
difcourfes  to  me,  upon  any  points  wherein  1  thought  his 
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majefly  was  concerned  to  know  the  bottom  of  all  he 
means,  I  thought  fit  to  fct  it  down  in  writing ;  and 
that  I  might  know  whether  1  had  in  every  thing 
rightly  apprehended  him  or  no,  I  ftiewed  it  him,  and 
fehd  your  lordlhip  the  paper  incloled,  and  what  his. 
highnefs  faid  to  me  upon  reading  of  it. 

I  defire  your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  ftiew  it  to  his 
majefty,  with  this  account  of  the  occafion  of  it,  which- 
was  given  me  by  your  lordfhip ;  and,  for  my  own 
part,  I  believe,  this  is  what  his  majefiy  muft  truft  to^ 
as  to  the  prince's  pretenfions,  and  that  no  ttlk  or  rca- 
foning  will  alter  them,  nor  any  thing  elfe  befide  fomc 
new  and  great  accidents  or  changes  in  the  affairs  of  the 
parties  now  m  war. 

However,  this  need  not  difcourage  his  majefly 
from  endeavouring  to  know  more  from  his  highnefs 
by  any  other  hand  ;  though  he  faid  lately  to  me,  upon 
fome  of  thefe  difcourfes,  that  whenever  he  could  fay 
any  thing  wherewith  he  thought  his  majefty  would  be 
more  pleafed,  he  would  be  fure  to  do  it  by  me.  For 
the  truth  of  all  this,  if  his  majefty  defires  to  be  further 
fatisfied  in  it,  I  am  very  well  content  he  fliould  fend 
this  letter  and  the  inclofed  paper  to  the  prince,  which 
will  be  the  infallible  way  of  knowing  it,  and  without 
e.np:2ging  me  further  in  the  ill-will  or  expoftulation  of 
Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius,  or  his  patrons ;  though  their  mean- 
ing to  me,  in  the  way  they  defigned  his  coming  over 
hither,  and  endeavoured  it  for  three  nionths  together, 
has  been  but  too  well  difcovered  to  me,  as  it  has  been, 
J  am  fure,  very  Httle  dcferved.  He  is  not  yet  corner 
tiiough  I  have  expefted  him  every  day  this  fortnight 
pad ;  and  refolve,  upon  his  arrival,  to  carry  myfelf  to 
I^i  n  ill  ail  points  as  becomes  me  to  a  perfon  fent  by 
liis  majefty  hither,  and  give  him  any  afliftances  he 
tic  fj  res  me. 

There  Is  a  point  of  inftruAion  I  received  laft  pofl; 
frcni  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon,  which  I  would  like-. 
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•wife  be  glad  his  majefty  would  pleafe  once  more  to  re- 
flcft  upon,  as  a  thing  that  may  poffibly  bring  an  ill 
incident  upon  the  courfe  of  the  treaty.  It  is^  that  his 
majefty's  ambafiadors  fhould  expeft  the  firft  vifit 
from  aU  others,  even  that  arrive  after  them  at  the 
place  of  congrefs  -,  and  this  is  grounded  upon  an  in- 
ftru^tion  to  thofe  at  Cologn,  to  give  it  in  the  fame 
cafe  to  the  Swedes,  as  then  mediators,  and  upon 
their  having  aftually  done  fo :  now  the  Dutch  am- 
baiTadors,  on  the  contrary,  arriving  after  the  Swedes 
at  Cologn,  received,  without  any  difficulty,  the  firft 
vifit  from  them,  and  thought  all  others  had  done 
fo  too ;  and  it  appears  by  our  ambafladors  journal, 
that  though  they  did  it,  yet  the  Swedifli  ambafla- 
dors mtended  it  firft  to  them,  and  had  accordingly 
font  a  gentleman  to  afk  an  hour  of  them.  Now  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  what  is  volun- 
tarily given,  and  what  is  of  due  demoded.  And 
though  the  Dutch  ambafladors  are'  refolved  to  do  it, 
yet  if  thpfe  of  the  emperor,  or  the  other  greater 
crowns  fliould  make  a  difficulty,  as  I  forfee  they 
may,  the  congrefs  might  be  accrochi  des  ceremonies 
between  the  parties  atfid  mediators,  whofe.  bufinej&  it 
is  to  prevent  or  compofe  them  between  the  parties 
themfelves.  Befides,  this  finite  has  refolved  to  look 
upon  Nimeguen,  not  only  as  a  neutral  town  during 
the  treaty,  but,  in  a  manner,  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  mediators,  by  ordering  both  the  commander 
and  magiftrates  to  take  orders  from  them  upon  all 
emergencies  -,  lb  that  it  feems  to  belong  to  them,  not 
only  as  mediators,  but  as  perfons  at  home,  to  do 
the  honour  of  the  congrefs  to  thofe  that  arrive  after 
them. 

It  will-  be  a  troublefome  thing,  I  doubt,  to  his 
majefty  to  give  very  particular  inftru6tions  upon 
every  point  of  ceremony  that  may  arife  •,  and  there- 
fore when  he  refolves  upon  this,  I  know  not  whether 
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the  eafieft  will  not  be  to  fend  us  one  general  inftruc- 
tion,  commanding  us  to  avoid  all^  as  far  as  we  can, 
both  between  the  mediators  and  parties,  and  between 
the  parties  themfelves ;  and  when  that  cannot  be,  to 
leave  it  to  us  upon  the  place  to  aft  in  point  of  cere- 
mony by  confent,  as  we  judge  bcft  for  his  majefty's 
honour,  his  ends  in  the  meofiation,  and  the  pradicc 
of  other  princes,  but  particularly  that  of  the  treaty 
at  Cologp,  of  which  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  is  fo  weU 
informeS 

I  humbly  beg  your  lordfhip's  pardon  for  fo  long 
ai^troubk,  which  I  Ihould  not  have  given  you,  h^ 
not  I  thought  it  neceflary  for  his  majefty's  fervice ; 
and  you  vnll  forgive  me  the  eafier,  becaufe  I  am  fo 
much  what  I  Ihall  ever  be,  my  lord,  your  lordihip's 
mod  faithflil,  &c* 

7be  Paper  inclofed. 

Hi^e,  January  17,  N.  S.  i676* 
A  S  far  as  I  can  any  way  difcover  of  his  highneJis's 
•"^  mtentions,  they  are  thefe, 

Firft,  As  to  his  majefty,  to  live  always  not  only 
with  the  duty  and  refpeft  that  becomes  him,  but  witn 
all  the  kindnefs  and  neareft  conjunction  of  interefts 
that  can  be,  while  his  majefty  pleafes  to  continue 
the  defires  of  it,  and  that  aflfeftion  which  he  has  pro* 
felled  to  him  by  fo  many  letters,  and  fo  many  fevcral 
hands,  and  now  lately  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins. 

As  to  the  peace,  the  prince  fays  to  me  upon  all 
occafions,  that  he,  for  his  own  part,  would  be  very 
glad  to  make  it  upon  any  terms  his  majefty  fhould 
think  fit,  jf  his  majefty  can  prevail  with  Spain  to  con- 
fent to  it,  which  his  highndTs  doubts  Jie  himfelf  Ihall 
not  be  able  to  do  5  and  he  finds  this  ftate  fo  far 
obliged  to  that  crown,  both  by  their  treaties,  and  for 
their  alTiftance  in  their  late  extremities,  that  he  does 
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not  fee  how  they  can  break  from  them,  or,  if  they 
ihould,  who  would  afterwards  truft  them- 

That  the  greatcft  teftimony  his  majefty  can  give 
his  highnefs  of  his  real  kindnefs  and  good-will  to  him, 
would  be  to  bring  him  out  of  this  war  with  fome 
fafety  to  his  honour,  and  to  his  country,  and  thereby 
to  ihew  the  world,  that  as  none  of  his  majefty's  allies 
were  nearer  to  him  in  blood,  nor  truer  to  him  in 
afie£tion,  fo  he  confidercd  none  of  their  interefts  more 
than  his  in  this  prefent  quarrel. 

That  the  bell  way  to  this  that  his  highnefs  can 
think  of  in  refpeil  to  the  honoiar  of  France  and  his 
majeily's  particular  advantage,  as  well  as  the  cer-^ 
tainty  of  a  fudden  peace,  was  that  which  had  fome 
time  fince  been  mentioned  to  his  majefty,  of  eflfefting 
a  match  between  the  king  of  Spain  and  Mademoilelle, 
with  the  conquefts  fince  1666  for  her  dowry  j  and  in 
this  cafe,  his  highnefs  .would  undertake  for  fuch  a  pre- 
fent, as  the  penfioner  then  fpoke  to  his  majefty,  and 
doubted  not  to  perfuade  Spain  to  do  as  much.  But  if 
this  could  not  te,  then  he  faw  no  way  left  but  for  his 
fnajefty  to  difpofe  France  to  reftofe  thofe  towns  in  « 

Flanders,  which  were  neceffary  to  leave  the  Spanifh 
Netherlands  in  a  condition  of  defence ;  upon  which  his 
highnefs  and  this  ftate  would  ufe  their  utmoft  endea-  ■ 
yours  to  incline  Spain  to  a  peace :  and  his  highnefs 
&ys  upon  all  occafions,  that  he  is  fure  his  majefty 
masf  do  either  of  thefe  whenever  he  pleafes,  and  with- 
out any  difficulty  at  all;  and,  he  believes,  without 
going  againft  any  intereft:s  of  his  own,  or  his  king- 
dom's. 

Thaf  if  neither  of  thefe  can  be  compafled,  and 
France  refolvc  to  have  no  peace,  but  upon  the  foot  of 
affairs  as  they  ftand  at  prefent,  and  his  majefty  will 
only  confider  their  pofleflion,  and  not  the  juftice  of  it, 
or  intereft  of  Chriftendom  in  it,  his  highnefs  fays 
very,  plainly,  that  though  he  vifhcs  his  majefty  all  the 
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Slory  that  can  be  by  the  prdent  mediation,  and  thi& 
ate  will  contribute  all  they  can  towards  it ;  yet  for 
his  own  part,  he  fees  no  remedy  but  that  they  muft 
try  the  fortune  of  another  campaign,  in  which  he 
hopes  fo  to  behave  himfelf,  as  that  his  majefty  fliall 
not  be  afhamed  of  him,  nor  at  all  Icflcn  the  kmd-^ 
nefs  or  good  opinion  he  has  hitherto  exprefled  for 
him. 

Having  read  this  paper  to  his  highnefs,  and  alked, 
whether  I  had  apprehended  him  right  ?  he  faid,  fo 
right,  that  if  you  had  been  within  him,  you  could 
not  have  done  it  better ;  and  if  I  were  the  beft  ca- 
tholic in  the  world,  and  you  were  my  confeflbr,  I 
could  fay  no  more  to  you. 

I  aflced,  but  can  you  fay  no  more  to  any  other  man  ? 
his  highnefs  anfwered,  I  would  not  fay  fo  much  to 
any  other,  but  can  fay  more  to  no  man. 

To  Sir  Edward  Dearing. 

SIR,  Hague,  February  18,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  two  of  yours,  one  of  the  25  th, 
^  paft,  the  other  without  date,  from  yourfelf  and 
the  company  of  Merchant  Adventurers.  As  to  the 
laft,  I  find  by  aclaufeof  it,  or  at  Icaft  I  conjefture, 
that  my  letter  to  Sir  Richard  Ford  upon  that  fubjcft 
had  been  communicated  to  you ;  in  which  cafe  I  can 
find  little  to  add  upon  that  matter,  unlefs  it  be  the 
affurance  of  my  continuing  my  good  wifhes  and  en- 
deavours to  the  fervice  of  the  company,  as  far  as  I  can 
any  way  make  ufe  of  his  majefty*s  character  or  com- 
mands, or  they  can  make  ufe  of  nie,  or  my  fmall 
credit  here,  upon  this  occafion.  I  follow  the  method 
in  it  which  is  judged  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
pany at  Dort  moft  advanta^ous  to  the  ends  they  pro- 
pofe  to  themfelyes  5  fo  that  if  they  want  my  afliftance, 
2  where 
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where  it  can  be  of  aay  nfe  to  them,  it.  is  their  own 
faults.  The  States  of  Holland  have  not,  that  I  hear 
of  yet,  given  their  opinion  or  anfwer  upon  the  laft 
papers  offered  by  the  fecrctary  of  the  company,  and 
have  promifed  that  nothing  Ihall  be  concluded  till  | 
have  firft  had  a  conference  with  the  States  General 
upon  it,  which  will  be  the  time  for  me  to  fall  jn  with 
any  weight  upon  this  matter;  there  is,  I  confefs,  a 
circumftance  in  the  conftitution  of  this  government 
very  unlucky  to  the  retrieving  of  an  affair  that  is  once 
paft,  as  very  favourable  towards  preventing  it  before  it 
be  done ;  which  is  the  necelfary  confent  of  fo  many 
members  in  each  province,  as  well  as  in  the  State.  I 
made  ufe  of  this  circumftance  to  fence  againft  this  re- 
iblution  of  the  States  for  three  years  together,  during 
my  laft  ambafTage,  and  Ihould  not  have  queflioned  the 
fame  fucccfs,  if  it  had  been  kept  off  till  my  return. 
But  it  was  done  in  the  little  interval  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius 
was  here,  before  my  laft  arrival ;  and  what  I  Ihall  be 
able  to  do  towards  the  recovery  of  it,  I  cannot  pror 
mife,  but  Ihall  be  very  glad  to  give  you  effedts  inftead 
of  ailurances. 

What  I  have  faid  here  anlwers  likewife  the  firft 
part  of  your  own  letter ;  for  the  reft  of  it,  I  am  ex- 
tremely obliged  by  your  kindnefs,  in  giving  me  part 
of  any  thing  that  touches  your  own  particular,  be- 
lieving it  to  proceed  from  your  juftice  in  efteeming  me 
(what  I  am  very  much)  concerned  in  all  that  does  fo. 
I  am  very  glad  of  your  coming  into  the  commiflion  of 
the  cuftoms,  becaufe  I  remember  it  was  a  thing  you 
wifhed ;  otherwife  I  Ihould  rather  have  defired  to  fee 
you  called  to  his  majefty's  fervice  in  another  fort  of 
fohere,  and  in  which  his  choice  is  not  fo  large,  as,  I 
luppofe,  it  may  be  in  this.  In  fuch  a  cafe  I  ihould  be 
gjad  to  have  ferved  you,  in  this  I  neither  pretend  to 
It,  nor  am  very  ambitious  of  the  merit,  which  I  efteem 
ib  ill  proportioned  to  yours ;  and  therefore  I  ought, 
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in  true  old  Englifh  phrafe,  to  give  you  thanks  tof 
your  thanks,  as  what  is  wholly  of  your  grace,  and 
does  not  at  all  belong  to  me. 

I  had  a  letter  fh)m  you  fome  time  fince  upon  your 
coming  to  be  governor  of  the  company,  and  direfted 
my  arifwer  to  be  left  at  Sir  Robert  Southwell's ;  1 
wrote  to  him  fuice  about  a  bufinefs  of  hLs  own,  or  ac 
leaft  that  he  had  much  concerned  himfelf  in,  but 
have  not  heard  that  cither  of  them  were  received, 
which  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  by  a  line  fnxti  him 
when  he  is  at  leifurci  My  wife  and  filler  arc  your 
humble  fervants,  and  fo  am  I,  with  very  much  affec- 
tion and  truth. 

To  Sir  Jdfepb  mUiamfon. 

SIR,  '  Hague,  January  21,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  at  the  fame  time  two  of  yours 
•*  by  Mr.  Skelton,  of  which  one  to  myfelf,  and  the 
other  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  and  me,  with  duplicates  of 
IN/Ir.  Skelton's  difpatches,  and  a  third  by  the  laft 
packet  of  the  4th  current.  Upon  the  two  firft,  I  (hall 
refer  myfelf  to  Mr.  Skelton's  difpatches,  which  he 
faid  he  would  make  this  night,  with  an  account  of  aU 
that  pafled  in  his  audience  from  the  prince  and  con- 
ference with  the  penfioner  -,  as  likewife  what  (hall  pafii 
this  evening  at  a  conference  we  are  to  have  with  the 
States.  I  am  forry  to  find  he  is  not  like  to  carry  with 
him  to  Vienna  the  joint  bfiices  of  the  States,  but  hope 
his  majefly's  will  be  of  force  enough  not  to  need  them* 
You  know  very  well  what  accounts  I  have  fiill  given 
you  of  the  States  obftinacy  upon  this  fubjeft,  not  to 
meddle  in  it  one  way  or  otner,  upon  dhe  fcore  of 
prince  William's  carriage  particularly  to  this  State^ 
which  the  penfioner  to-day  aggravated  by  many  cir- 
cumftanccs,  and  repeated  it  feveral  times,  that  they 
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could  not  be  advocates  for  hkn,  without  falling  into 
U  mepris  de  tout  k  monde.    Both  the  prince  and  the 
pcnfioner  feemed  amazed  at  Mr.  Skelton's  faying, 
that  he  believed  his  majefty  has  been  engaged  in  this 
defire  to  the  States  by  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's 
aflurance  of  their  compliance  with  it ;  and  the  prince 
fays,  it  has  been  without  any  orders ;  but  the  pen- 
fioner  affirms,  it  has  been  abfolutely  againft  his  orders, 
if  he  has  done  it     And,  I  fear,  you  will  have  reafon 
to  judge  from  this  pace  of  his,  and  his  violent  preffing 
Sir  Lionel  Jenkinses  hafly  difpatch,   that  you  may 
very  often  take  wrong  meafures  from  him  there,  \£ 
they  agree  not  with  what  you  receive  from  hence,  and 
that  fus  natural  difpofitions   enter  much  into   the 
motions  he  makes ;  of  all  which  I  gave  you  advice, 
when  I  was  in  England,  at  large  •,  as  well  as  of  the 
true  realbns  that  will  hinder  his  mailers  from  taking 
fo  far  notice  of  all  thefe  paffages,  as  to  think  of  re- 
calling hkn.     I  have  fince  written  fomething  of  it  like- 
wife  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  upon  occafions  he  gave 
me,  by  fome  letters  of  his,  to  think  this  matter  was 
not  well  enough  imderftood,  or  taken  notice  of  there. 
I  have  little  to  fay  in  anfwer  to  yours  upon  the  bufi- 
ncfs  of  paffports,  the  great  default  being  yet  in  your 
hands,  to  fupply  by  new  ones  from  France  in  form, 
and  for  all  the  allies.     You  will  find,  by  the  inclofed 
memorial  of  don  Emanuel  de  Lyra,  that  thepaflports^ 
from  Spain  are  arrived  for  France  and  Sweden ;  and 
they  will  not  fail  for  the  bifliop  of  Stralburgh,  I  fup- 
pofe,  fince  this  morning  the  emperor's  minifter  fend* 
me  word,  that  his  mafter  has  accorded  them  for  him, 
as  well  as  for  the  other  two,  and  that  he  expefts  them 
next  week.     The  States  allTo  let  me  know,  that  they 
have  aflurance  of  thofe  from  Lunenburgh,  as  well  as 
Brandenburgh,  by  the  firft :  but  for  Denmark,  they 
do  not  fpealc  with  fo  much  confidence ;  their  minifters 
here  have  been  peremptory,  not  to  have  any  fent  into 
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Sweden,  till  thofc  from  that  crown  are  firft  in  my 
hands  j  but  for  themfelves.  they  have  fpoken  fo  am- 
biguoufljr  of  theirs,  that  the  States  have  rcfolved  to 
fend  an  exprefs  to  Copenhagen  to  procure  the  expe- 
dition of  them,  and  to  let  them  know,  that  if  they  are 
not  difpatched  hither  within  a  certain  time,  they,  (the 
States)  will  fend  theirs  away  for  Sweden, 

I  have  not  yet  feen  don  Emanuel  de  Lyra  fince  his 
return  from  Bruflels,  and  fo  cannot  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  the  certainty  of  what  is  here  reported  con- 
cerning don  Juan's  being  in  the  head  of  affairs  in  Spain. 
From  France  I  have  never  had  more  than  one  fliort 
letter  upon  lord  Berkley's  arrival,  though  I  have  writ 
feveral  times  -,  fo  that  whether  it  arrives  by  milcar- 
riages  of  letters  (to  which  mine  between  Paris  and  this 
place  have  been  very  much  fubjedt  fmce  my  arrival 
here)  or  from  my  lord  Berkley's  little  health,  or  great 
affairs.  I  find  I  muft  depend  upon  no  advices  from 
France,  nor  motions  in  order  to  the  congrefs,  but 
what  muft  be  handed  by  you  to  me  here,  which  I 
thought  was  necefTary  for  you  to  know.  1  am  ever. 
Sir,  your  mofl  faithful  humble  fervant 

P.  S.  Monfieur  Beverning,  before  he  went  out  of 
town,  fent  me  the  inclofed  copy  of  his  journal  at 
Cologn,  concerning  the  vifits  of  the  Swedifn  ambafla- 
dors  to  them ;  not  that  diey  are  concerned  who  re- 
folve  to  make  the  firft  vifit,  though  arriving  laft,  but 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  others  may  make  difficulty 
of  it. 

^0  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,        Hague,  January  24,  N.  S.  1676. 
1 N  my  laft  of  this  day  fe'nnight,  I  endeavoured  to  . 

give  your  lordfhip  a  full  account-  of  the  prince  of 
Orange's  intentions,  which  his  majcfty  wasj  it  feems, 
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ftill  in  Bain  to  know.  Since  that  time  Mr»  Skelton  ar- 
riving  nere»  and  telling  me  (as  well  as  the  prince)  fe- 
veral  things  the  king  had  faid  to  him  upon  that  fubjed^ 
has  given  me  occafion  to  add  fomething  upon  it,  to 
the  end  his  majefty  may  in  all  points  know  the  very 
bottom  of  it,  and  take  his  meafures  accordingly  :  for» 
as  far  as  I  uoderftand,  all  matters  are  carried  on  ac* 
cording  to  the  perfonal  difpofitions  of  the  men  thac  are. 
at  the  head  of  them,  and  the  prince  is  a  man  as  dif- 
ficult as  ever  1  knew,  to  be  talked  either  into  or  but 
of  any  thing,  wherein  he  thinks  his  honour  or  intereft 
concerned. 

Mr.  Skelton  told  the  prince,  that  his  majefty  knew 
▼ery  well  there  were  fome  litde  people  about  his  high« 
nefs,  thac  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  the  king  had 
not  the  kindneis  for  him  he  profefTed  *,  at  lead,  no);  fo 
miuch  as  for  France :  but  I  affured  him  of  fbe  con- 
trary, and  that  his  majcfty  would  (hew  it  by  tlie  mjea- 
furcs  he  intended  to  take  with  him  after  the  peace 
was  made*  Upon  the  6rft  words  the  prince  anfwered, 
that  he  defired  nothing  in  the  world  more,  than  that 
the  king.would  have  the  kindncfs  for  him  he  profeffcd. 
Mr.  Skelton,  Tremember,  made  fome  refleftions  co  me  i 
an|d  though  it  founded  as  if  the  prince  doubted; it. 
And  t  remember  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  upon  his  fcveral 
dilcourfes  with  his  highnefs,  faid,  he  doubted  the 
pr)nce  had  fomething  lay  at  heart.  I  will  Hrfl  tell 
your  lordihip,  that,  now  Moulin  is  no  longer  about 
the  prince,  I  do  not  fufpeft  any  others  I  fee  near  him, 
q£  the  ddSgn  to  fow  ill  impreifions  of  his  majefty's  in- 
tentions I  nor  do  I  really  think  he  has,  any  further 
than  might  be  gathered  from  his  difcourfes  in  my  la(t 

Eiper;  that  is,  he  believes  his  majefty  will  not,  for 
s  fake,  break  any  of  the  meafures  he  has  of  late  years 
taken  with  France.  He  thinks  fome  partiality  is  fhewed 
in  the  buHnefs  of  the  levies  i  and  is  troubled  that  his 
majefty  will  not  bring  him  out  of  this  war  with  fome 
Vol.  IV.  L  honour^ 
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honour,  which  he  believes  may  be  done  (as  he  often 
,  fay$)  with  a  word  fpeaking :  and  that,  as  affairs  ftaiid 
in  Chriftendom,  France  cannot  refufc  any  thing  his 
majcfty  (hall  defire.  And  from  thefe  imprefTioni  h* 
«  fays  upon  dircourie,  that  effe&s  only,  and  nbt  any 
words  or  expreflions,  can  remove  him. 

Mr.  Skelton  told  me  (and  I  foppofe  the  prince 
too)  that  his  majefty  would  undertake  for^ny  condi- 
ti6ns  upon  a  peace,  that  the  prince  Ihould  propofc  of 
advantage  to  himfelf.  I  have  often  talked  with  hw 
highnefs  upon  that  fubjeft  *,  and  on  occasion  of  mon- 
jfieur  Ruvigni's  propofing  his  matter  buying  all  his 
lands  in  the  county  of  Burgundy,  even  at  ^  value  un- 
reafonable,  I  have  ever  found  him  fo  cold  upon  this 
fubjedt,  that  in  fhort,  nothing  will  be  famncd  on 
him.  .And  I  remember,  at  laft  he  told  me;  that  he 
knew  to  another  man  it  would  look  like  affefbtion, 
and  therefore  he  would  not  fay  it;  but  to  me  that 
knew  him  fo  well,  he  would  teir  me  very  trvjly,  that 
though  he  underflood  very  well  the  value  of  his  lands 
in  Burgundy,  yet  upon  the  peace,  he  wpuld  be  con- 
tent to  lofe  them  all,  to  get  one  good  town  more  for 
the  Spaniards  in  Flanders/  ^       .         .     . 

Becaufe  I  mentioned  In  my  laft  paper  an  ofler  tfiat 
had  been  made  his  majefty  by  ttic  penfioner,  uport  a 
match  between  the  king  of  Spain  and  'Mademoiielle* 
with  the  French  conquefts  for  her  dowry ;  whifch  was*  a 
thing  the  prince's  head  has  ruii  mightily  upon,  as  ia 
his  majefty*s  power  to  bring  about ;  though  I  do  liot 
think  it  at  all  likely,  or  that  the  refloring  even  of  tKe 
Swedes  to  all  they  have  loft,  could  either  difpofe Prance 
to  it,  or  engage  his  majefty  In  afi  earheft  puHuit  of 
It;  yet,  becaufe  I  doubt  your  lordftiip  has  nbrheatd 
iany  thing  before  of  that  matter,  wheA  it  Wenrfrom 
hence  in  fome  of  my  letters  about  a  year  ago,  I 
thought  it  was  fit  to  explain  to  you  fo  far  only  as  to 
ict  you  know  die  fuiti  offered  by  the  penlipncr  to  be 
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pftid  pi^aifely -fipon  k  lata  his  majefty's  treafuir,  was 
two  hOiKlted  thoufand  pounds;  and  the  like  fum  to 
becndcftvotsred'by  them  from  the  Spaniards  -,  which 
the  printer  'i»  1  m&  hi  my  laft,  told  me  he  did  not 
doubt  cS.'  Thiif  it  the  utmoft  of  what  I  can  fay  upon 
dBsfufcyeft ;  bdt  I  fhall  be  glad  if  any  other  perlons 
ean  find  out  vrr^e^of  the  prince's  intentions,  or  any 
thing  ^haC' bis  fflajefty  will  be  better  pleafed  with. 
Bot  I  doobt  they  ztt  thefe  at  prefeiiV,  and  that  they 
will  not  thaiige  by  othd-  means  than  fome  new  ac- 
cidents  or  resolutions  in  the  farther  courfe  of  time 
or  war. 

I  dk  your  lordfbip's  pardon  for  this  farther  trouble, 
and  Aall  nor  increaie  it  beyond  the  aflurances  of  my 
betfig  ever,  my  lord,  your  lordfliip's  mod  faithful 
aind  ma&  bumble  ferrant. 

^0  my  Jjord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  January  24,  N.  S.  1676. 
1  Was  extremely  forry  to  find,  by  yours  of  the  2^th 
*'  (iaft,  fo?  ffl'kn  account  of  your  health  oj  late,  which 
I  had  -hdira  nothing  of  before,  but  wHat  mqhfieur 
Spanhdtti  tblt|  me  at  his  return  hither,  oF  your  being 
ill  of  the  gout,  without  more  circumftanccs.  But 
fuch  an  attack  as  you  fpeak  of  defervcs  more  than 
ofdihary  of  joUr  own  philofophy,  and  your  friends* 
concernment^  among  whom  my  (hare,  I  am  fure, 
does  not'fail  you.  I' hope  your  health  will  change 
with  the  leafon,  and  that  the  fpring  will  cure  what,  it 
feeins,  came  upon  you  with  the  laft  fall,  and  has 
continuieid  fo  long. 

I  fUppofe  you  had  not  feen  monfieur  Van  Beuning« 
hen  very  latdy  before  you  writ,  or  clfe  you  would  have, 
known  morethto  you  did  of  the  effects  niy  diifcouries 
had  with  the  penfioner  upon  the  fubjcifl  of  the 
packet-boats.     For  though  he  does  not  ufe  ta  fail  in 
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what  he  promifest  and.  fet$  dcfwn  for  the  hdp  of  ^ 
memory  (both  which  he  did  upon  this  occafioo)  yet  i 
complained  to  the  prince,  after  hayt|ig/toeived,y0ttr 
laft,  that  nothing  bad  beea.writism  ilpw  it  to  mon- 
fieur  Van  Bcuninghen,  though  the  petlfiqnerMdpro* 
mifed  that  (hould  be  done.  For  he  had  feen  letQar» 
that  pod  from  monfieur  Vaq  3ei|ni|ig|hen«.  which  ac«^ 
knowledged  thofe  he  had  received  upoi)  Itbtt  fiibje^h 
So  that,  till  1  hf^r  you  find  ^em  fbort  oif'  what:  they, 
were  intended  for,  I  knoF.Q<^biQg  QdOfe  to  be  done 
on  this  fide  towards  your  (atisfa^on  in.  chat  iinall 
affair. 

I  very  well  underftand  thf^rbiaf  you  are  pleafixl.to 
give  to  what  I  fai4»  of  your  being  like  iro  bo  informed. 
of  all  that  paifed  here,  when  Sir  Gabriel  $ylyi«ii»arrives» 
by  the  thanks  you  give  me  for  that  a(&iW)ceIi  though 
you  might,  I  think,  have  very  lawfully  turned  it  ano- 
ther way,  upon  the  notice  I  gave  you  at  the  lame 
time  of  my  leaving  thfs  place,  upon  iny  journey  db- 
fjgned  for  Nimeguen  :  yet,  finccTOU  rather  (^o&'to 
give  it  this  tour,  I  will  very  eafily,  and  like  a  pljiin* 
-man  confefs  to  you,  that,  conHdering  the  sinner,  iiv 
which  you  intended  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvips  would  cotne 
over  hither,  I  had  no  reafon  to  believe  at  all^  you  cared 
for  any  advices  I  could  give  you  from  ^epce ;  or  be* 
heved  they  were  worth  his  majefty's  receiving,  op  ac 
lead  conndering ;  which  is  all  I  (hall  fay  upoQ  that, 
matter^  having  not  the  vein  of  being  pledlatit,  oor. 
the  difpofition  of  being  unpleaiant  to  you  upon  this 
or  any  other  occadon. 

I  humbly  thank  you  for  your  good  wiihes  to  theiie* 
godadon  1  am  like  to  be  employed  in  *,  and  in  which 
I  had  need  of  fomething  at  leaft  like  that  to  pleafe  me^ 
cionfidering  the  circumllances  of  trouble  and  expence 
with  which  I  am  likely  to  enter  upon  it,  and  without 
any  hefp  in  ohe  from  the  exchequer,  or  in  the  other 
from  my  lord  Berkley >  for  the  fucceis  of  it.    I  believe 

.    ;   •  '  you- 
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you  can  guefs  as  far  and  ia^  well  as  any  man  elie,  and 
will  need  none  of  my  come&ures ;  which  are,  only 
that  ic  wilU  like  all  other  afiairs,  depend  upon  the  ac* 
cidencs  that  (hall  fall  in,  more  than  the  defign  or 
ikill  of  thofe  that  play  the  game.  I  am  ever  your 
moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

To  Mr.  Secretary  fniliamfon. 

S  I  R»  Hague,  January  28,  N.  S.  i6';6. 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  nth,  with  the 
repetition  of  his  maje(ly*s  orders,  for  his  ambafla* 
dors  to  expeft  the  firlt  vidts  from  all  others  at  the 
place  of  congrefs,  though  laft  comers.  I  fuppofe,  if 
France  confents  to  it  by  agreement,  and  Sweden  upon 
precedent,  as  you  pleafe  to  fay,  and  this  State  upon 
lelblutions  already  taken,  there  cannot  reafonably  be 
any  difficulty  made  upon  it  by  the  reft;  or  if  there 
ihould,  his  majefty  will  be  as  much  at  leifure  as  any 
of  the  parties  to  deliberate  upon  it.  For  the  point  of 
folemn  entries,  I  concerted  that  whole  matter  with  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  before  he  went;  fo  as  he  hath  already 
given  the  example,  and  feen  it  followed  by  the  Dutch 
ambaifadors  upon  their  late  arrival. 

I  inclofe  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  this  afteri* 
noon  from  monfkur  Pompone,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  his 
majefty's  late  reprefentations  by  monfieur  Ruvigni, 
concerning  the  exceptions  taken  hereto  the  French  paiT* 
ports.  I  (hall  not  communicate  it  to  the  States,  nor 
make  any  anfwer  that  will  be  authorized  here  upon  ir» 
till  I  am  impowered  to  do  both  by  his  majefty's  or- 
ders; which  1  hope  I  may  receive  by  the  next  poft, 
finding  the  fubftance  of  this  letter  had  been  tranfmitted 
into  England  at  the  fame  time  with  the  difpatch  to  me. 
In  the  mean  time  I  thought  fit  to  go  immediately  to 
thi^  prince,  and  acquaint  him  with  it;  defiring  to 
know,  it  he  pleafed  to  have  me,  by  advance,  give  his 

L  3  majefty 
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majefty  his  ienfc  upon  it.  His  highnels,  having  read 
it  very  confideracely,  faid  very  frankly,  chat  he  would 
tell  me  his  thoughts,  and  that  I  might  let  his  majefty 
know  them ;  but  chat  he  would  not  anfwer  what  thofe 
of  the  ftate  might  be.  Upon  the  firft  point,  he  Cud 
there  was  a  miftake;  that  the  words  omitted  were  not 
only  papiers  or  icritures^  but  hordes^  l^aggages^  cbevau^^ 
cbariotSy  &c.  And  that  they  had  not  there  thought 
the  words  papiers  or  icritures  neceflfary,  or  inferted 
them,  had  00c  I  made  inftances  to  the  States  upon 
particular  orders  from  England  to  that  puvpofe; 
which  they  fuppofed,  with  the  other  amendment 
tranfmitted  to  me,  had  been  concerted  with  the 
French  miniftcr  there. 

For  the  fecond,  that  his  highnefs  believe^  no  con* 
grefs  ever  was  formed  without  that  power  given  the 
minifters  of  difpatching  couriers  \  nor  did  believe  this 
could  have  any  effect  without:  that  the  ambafladors 
of  this  ftate  would  (he  fuppofed)  find  it  neceflfary  to 
write  to  him  from  the  congrefs  where-evcr  he  was,  ei- 
ther here  or  in  the  fields  becaufe  he  did  not  think  the 
States  would  make  any  great  paces  in  fuch  a  negotia* 
tion  without  his  advice :  that  however,  though  the 
States  would  be  willing  to  difpenfe  with  it,  as  France 
was  content  to  do,  yet  it  would  alter  all  the  meafures 
had  been  taken  in  this  matter  already,  by  my  agreeing 
with  them  in  the  form  of  paflports.  For  thole  from 
Spain  were  already  come,  and  thofe  from  all  the  con- 
federates were  upon  the  way,  in  the  fame  form :  ta 
chat  if  France  mould  make  this  change,  though  the 
confederates  fhould  all  confent  to  it,  yet  the  new  form 
muft  be  fent  to  them  all,  and  new  paOpqrts  difpatched 
vpon  it :  that  neither  the  States,  nor  their  allies^ 
would  Che  was  fure)  confent  to  give  them  any  larger 
form  than  lyhat  they  received. 

For  the  third  point,  concerning  Lorraine  that  it 
was  of  much  more  importance  than  the  reft  ^  and  that 
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his  highnef$  believed  U  was  the  beft  news  could  be  fen  t 
to  thoie  of  the  confederates  that  defired  not  the  peace : 
that  he  had  never  thought  France  pretended  a  right  to 
the  duchy  of  Lorrain :    that  he  would  not  enter  into 
the  argument  upon  the  treaty  of  1662,  mentioned  by 
monfieur  Pompone ;  but  that  this  ftate  had  lately  re- 
,  newed  with  this  duke  the  treaty  they  had  made  with 
the  lafl:,  and  doubted  they  could  not  treat  at  Nime- 
guen,  any  more  than  at  Cologn,  without  admiflion  of 
Che  Lorrain  miniftei's  ;  but  he  was  very  fure  (which 
Jie  repeated  feveral  times)  that  the  Imperialifts  and 
Spaniards  would  not  do  it,  efpecially  after  this  pre- 
tence made  by  France  to  that  duchy  ;  which,  for  that 
reafon,  his  highnefs  was  glad  I  did  not  make  public 
till  I  received  orders  from  his  majefty  upon  it.    He  con- 
cluded, that  all  this  was  before  his  majefty  as  mediator, 
whofe  part  was  to  obferve  the  juftice  of  each  party's 
pretenfions,    and  induce  them  to  reafon  upon  it. 
That  I  had  told  him,  his  majefty  had  concerned  him- 
felf  already  in  it,  and  in  thofe  very  words.    That  he 
had  thought  this  particular  of  Lorrain  fomewhat 
ftrange,  and  had  fpcHcen  to  monfieur  Ruvigni  about  it, 
befidcs  what  had  been  reprefented  to  him  upon  the 
other  points  ;  and  that  his  majefty,  being  fenfible  of 
the  reafons  of  it,  he  did  not  doubt,  would  fet  all  right. 
His  highnefs  added,   that  now  his  majefty  found 
how  long  a  work  the  forming  of  a  congrefs  would 
prove  (which  yet  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  a  peace) 
he  hoped  he  would  not  fuffer  the  fteps  that  were  al« 
ready  made  to  be  loft ;  fince  if  that  fhould  begin  again 
at  the  end  of  next  campaign,  for  aught  he  faw,  the 
a/Iembly  might  not  meet  before  another  campaign 
were  at  leaft  approaching. 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  what  his  highnefs  told  mo 
upon  monfieur  Pompone's  letter*,  though  with  more 
length,  and  with  fuch  a  readinefs,  as  fliewed  me  he 
had  the  full  grafp  of  all  his  bufinefs  himfelf  •,  and  I 
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wondered,  I  confefs,  to  hear  hipi  repeat  the  littb 
things  that  had  paflcd  upon  the  firft  head  between  me 
and  the  penfioner,  and  the  words  I  had  told  him  out  of 
your  letter  of  the  7th ;  having  hardly  myfclf  remem- 
bered the  Jaft,  and  not  thought  the  penfioner  had 
troubled  him  with  fuch  circumftanccs  as  the  firft. 
When  he  had  done,  I  aflccd  his  hlghnefs,  whether  I 
fliould  write  all  this  to  his  majefty  as  his  fcnfe  ?  and 
having  repeated  it  to  him,  he  defired  I  Fpu|d,  and  by 
this  poft,  for  gaining  time.  I  have  been  fp.  long  with 
the  prince  upon  this  occafion,  that  I  have  nd  more 
time  left  than  will  fcrve  to  aflurc  ypu  of  my  being* 
Sir,  yours,  &c. 


T0  Monjietir  Pcmpone.        Au  Monficur  Pompone, 


Hague,  Jan.  30,  N.  S.  1676. 
SI  R, 

T^  H  E  day  bcford  yeflerday  I 
*  had  the  honour  of  yours 
of  the  t^ift,  concerning  the 
neccflary  pafTports  for  forming 
the  congrcfs  at  Nimegucn, 
where  his  exceUcncy  the 
Englifli  am baflador  Jenkins  has 
been  for  near  thrcle  weeks,  and 
two  of  the  ambaffadors  of 
Holland  more  than  eight  days, 
in  cxpeftation  of  fpeedily  meet- 
ing the  reft  of  the  minifters  of 
which  this  aflembly  is  to  be 
compofed.  What  keeps  me 
here  is  nothing  but  the  diffi- 
rulties  which  have  been  lately 
Aarted  about  the  affair  of  the 
pair- 


La  Haye^  Ja.  2ome,SJl.  1676. 

Monjieur^ 
CH^AT  receu  devant  bier 
J  Vbonneur  di  la  vitre 
du  2  ire^  fur  le  Jujet  d$ 
faffeports  neceffaires  a  far^ 
mer  le  congris  de  Nimegue^ 
ou  monfieuT  rcmbajfadeur 
Jenkins  a  deja  fejcurni  pres 
de  trots  femaines^  6?  deux 
des  ambaffadeuTs  de  cet  £- 
tat^  plusde  butt  jours ^  dans 
Pefperance  d^y  voit  iieniSt  les 
autres  minijlres  qui  doivem 
compofer  la  dite  aJfembUe. 
Je  nefuis  icy  detenu  que  par 
les  feules  difficultez  furve- 
nues  depuispeu  dans  cette  af^ 
faire  des  pajfeports^  dont 
cewe 
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{airports;  tfaofe  of  tbi3  ftate    ceux  di  cet  Etat  font  enire 
are  now  ia  my  hands,    and    p^es  mainSj  iS  ceux  SEf- 


thoiie  of  the  crown  ok  Spain  are 
in  the  hands  of  monfieur  de 
Lyra,  the  Spanilh  envoy. 
Without  doubt  yon  muft  have 
received,  by  the  care  of  mon* 
iienr  de  Ruvigni,  copies  of  the 
fdfdntions  of  the  States  Gene- 
ral, and  of  a  memorial  from 
monfieur  de  Lyra,  fetting 
forth  their  intentions,  not  to 

}>nt  the  one  into  my  hands,  nor 
end  the  others  to  the  lords  the 
French  ambaflfadors,  until  I 
(hall  be  poflfefled  of  reciprocal 
paflports  from  his  moft  chrif- 
dan  majefty  to  make  the  ex- 
change. 


As  for  the  difficulties  which 
are  here  made  about  the  pafT- 
ports  for  Spain,  which  mon- 
fieur Rnvigoi  caufed  to  be  fent 
fpme  time  fince,  I  fhould  not 
have  thought  them  of  impor*- 
tance  enough  to  fall  under  fo 
longconHderation,  had  you  not 
communicated  your  thoughts 
ID  me  on  that  head ;  fince  it  is 
well  known,  that,  in  concert 
vdth  the  States  General,  I  fet- 
tled the  form  of  thofe  paflports 
by  order  of  theking  my  mailer, 
and  recommended  it  to  their 
care  to  fee  that  the  paflports  of 
all  the  other  allies  fliould  be 
drawn  up  in  perfedl  conformity 

to 


pagne  en  eelks  de  monfieur 
de  Ljray  emoye  de  cette  cm- 
ronne'li.  Mais  vous  aure^ 
fans  douse  dejareceufarFen- 
tremife  de  monfieur  de  JRir- 
vignij  les  copies  de  la  refoh- 
tion  des  Etais  Generaux^  Gf 
d'une  memoire  de  mof^eur 
deLyray  coneenoni  leurs  ii^- 
tentions^  que  les  uns  ne  me 
fcrontpasmisenireles  mains^ 
ni  les  autres  ewuojez  4  enef- 
fieurs  ks  ambaffadiwrs  de 
France^  jufm^a  ce  fuejefe^ 
ray  enpoffeffion  dispagepirU 
reciproques  de  fa  m^^ 
tris  cmtienne  pour  en  f  aire 
ricbange. 

FouHesdigicuUezqu!ona 
faiticjfurles  paffeportspour 
FEfpagfUj  que  moiffieur  de 
Ruvigni  nia  fast  emojer 
deptds  quelque  terns  i  je  ne 
les  aurois  pas  crU  €§ez  im- 
port  antes  pour  meriter  tant 
de  confideration^  fans  les  rf- 
flexions  que  vous  avezfdta 
la-deffusy  puifqi^il  faut  «- 
voUer  que  fay  concerto  avec 
les  Etats  Generaux  kformu- 
laire  des  paffeportSj  par  or- 
dre  du  roy  mon  rndtre^  & 
leur  ay  recommande  le  foin 
defaire  en  forte  que  ceux  de 
tons  leurs  allies fuffent  dreffes 
fur 
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to  them;  which  they  accord-  fur  k  mime^  di  (pay  ih  fe 

ingly  took-  upon  thcmfelves  to  font  charges  A  ms  inftances. 

do.  in  coBipIiaDce  with  my  n:-  £/  f^  ^^j^^  cru  que  la 

qHclts.     I  could  npt  make  any  j;,/  /i;^^^  *!*.>.•.# '  ^/i  j^^/n. 

4oubt,  but  the  faid  form  of  f'  f'f'J  ^nt  ettdrefte 

paffports    (being  taken  from  >  ''^^'  ^f  ^  \  'fi  fT^\^ 

that  of  thofe  ufed  at  CoJogn,  ^Mgne,  Cjf  corrtgee  fur  Us 


and  having  undergone  the  cor- 
rcftioDsof  Mr.  Secretary  Wil- 
fiamfoa)  bad  been  rcfolved  up- 
oa  at  London,  in  coBcert  with 
aipnfi^Or  Ruvigni.  The  lords 
the  States  General  were  of  the 
fame  opinion  ;  and  pretend 
ihat  the  reciprocal  paffports  of 
France  and  Sweden  ought  to 
be  given  in  as  ample  a  form  as 


r^xions  de  mctifieur  U  fe- 
cretmre  fVilUamfoHy  elU  a^ 
vtnt  iterefoUita  Londrespar 
concert  avec  tnonfieur  dt 
Ruvigni.  Meffieurs  les  £- 
tats  Gineraux  en  ont  cru  k 
n^me^  i^  pretendent  que  les 
paffep&rts  reciproques  de 
France  6?  de  Suede  foient 


thofe  agreed  upon  by  all  the    donnes  d'une  forme  auffi  am- 
^^"fedcr^tcs-  pie  que  ceux  qui  font  accordes 

par  tous  les  confideriz. 

Pour  ce  qui  eft  de  Pimpor^ 
tance  de  ces  deux  points  fur 
lefquelles  on  a  icy  fonde  les 
difficulteZy  vous  remarquerez 
s'il  vous  plait ^  qu^au  premier 
ce  rfeft  pas  le  feul  mot  de 
papiers  qui  manque^  mais 
ceux  auffi  de  baggage,  har* 
fks^  equipage,  6f  Us  autres 
accoutumh  en  cet  endroit  de 
pajfeports,   6?  que  je  vols 
dans  ceux  que  fa  majefte  trer 
cbretienne  a  accordes  aux 
plenipotentiaires  de  cet  Etat 
a  Cologne.  Le  mot  J^  papiers 
avoit  etc  ofoute  par  man'- 
Jieurlefecretaire  Williamfoni 
ne  fe  trouvant  pas  dans  U 
fbrniulaire  propoje  icy.  Pour 
Pautre 


As  for  the  importance  of  thofe 
twa  points  oa  whidi  all  the 
difficulties  here  are  rounded, 
you  wiHbcplejifed  toobferve, 
that  for  the  firft,  it  is  not  only 
the  woed  f  ^i/z>ri3papers,  that 
is,  (aid  lo  be  omitted,  but  alfo 
the  words    {baggage^  hardes^ 
iqyipage\  baggage,  goods,  and 
equipage,  aiid  fuch  like  other 
words  ufually  inferted  in  this 
place  ill  paffports ;  and  which 
I  find  in  thofe  paffports  which 
his    moO:    chriAian    majcAy 
granted  ^othe  plenipotentiaries 
of  Holland  at  CoJ^n.     The 
word  pnpiers  was  not  in  the 
form^propofed  here,  but  added 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon* 
As  for  the  other  point,  namely, 
about 
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Fautrepiniy  delatihertidu 
miniftres  au  congris  di  fmrt 
pajfer  leur  couriers  fur  leurs 
Jmples  pajfeports:  favou» 
J^  avoir  cri  que  c^etoit  une 
circcnjiance   turn  ftvlement 
prattquie  en  touies  telles  oc-- 
cafionSy  mats  en  effet  fort  ne^ 
cejfaire  a  f aire  rei^  les  ne- 
gociationSy  par  la  feureti  6f 
facilite  de  comfnunication  en* 
tre  les  princes  6?  leurs  mi- 
nijlresy  quinepourroientitre 
tout  ^un  coup  Ji  pleinement 
inftruits^  que  de  n^avoir  pas 
recours  awe  nouveaux  ordres 
de  leurs  maitresfur  les  inci- 
dents auxquels  le  cours  des 
traitez  /era  toujours  fujet. 
Dans  le  premier  formulaire 
que  fay  envoy e  en  jingleterre 
il  etoit  porte  que  couriers  de 
pknipotentiaires  mums  iTun 
bon  pajfeport  feroient  Hires. 
Mais  monfieur  le  fecretmre 
fTilliamfon  m*a  envoyeks^r* 
dtes  de  faire  effacer  le  met 
de  bon  pour  Sire  t out es  fortes 
de  difputes  quipourroientfuT' 
venir  fur  une  matiereji  ef 
fentielle  a  telles  negociations. 
Pour  les  plaintes  de  mon- 
Jieur  de  Serincbamps^  fur 
les  paffeports  pour  Larrain^ 
&  les  reflexions  que  vous  a- 
vez  faites  la-de£us :  fay  ef 
time  cette  maiiere  de  trop 
grande 


aboDt  the  liberty  of  the  fevcral 
minifters  at  the  congrefs  to 
fend  their  cotiriers,  bnrelyln 
virtue  of  their  own  iimple 
paflporu,  I  owo  thst  I  am  of 
opioioo,  xh^t  it  b  a  thji^  not 
only  pra£tifcxi  coaftaotly  on  all 
thefe  occafioQs^  but,  iodeed,  a 
thing  of  abfolute  oecefGty  to 
bring  the  n^otiations  to  a 
happy  condufion,  byfecurtng 
that  fafety  aad  eafe  of  corre* 
fpondiog  between  princes  and 
their  minifters)  who  can  dct 
ver  come  with  fuch  full  and 
perfeft  indruAions,  as  never 
to  have  any  occafion  to  have 
recourfe  to  their  mailers  for 
new  orders,  upon  the  many 
nnforefeen  incidents  to  which 
treaties  are  fubjeft.  In  the 
firft  form  of  pafljports  fent  by 
me  into  England,  the  expref- 
fion  was,  that  the  couriers  of 
the  plenipotentiaries,  in  virtue 
of  a  good  paflfport,  fliould  be 
free;  but  I  received  ordei;s 
from  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon 
to  blot  oat  the  word  good,  and 
that  in  order  to  take  away  all 
difGculties  and  difputes  which 
might  hence  arife  in  an  afEiir 
fo  eflential  to  fuch  negotia- 
tions* 


Ab  to  the  complaints  made 
by  monfieur  de  Seriuchamps 
concerning  the  paflports  for 
Lor  rain,  and  therefle(flions  yoii 
have  made  thereon,  I  judged 
it  a  matter  of  too  great  weight 

for 
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(or  me  to  intermeddle  with 
Iki  the  leaft  wift,  without  cx- 
prcfs  orddr  from  the  kiog  my 
jRafter ;  and  for  that  reafon  I 
have  not  communicated  any 
part  of  your  letter  to  the  lords 
fhe  States  General,  as  knowing 
it  would  be  news  too  agreeable 
fo  tbofe  in  their  alliance,  who 
arc  not  altogether  fo  well  dif- 
pofed  to  the  peace,  as  they 
have  been  reprefented  to  be ; 
and  who  therefore  n^ight  from 
hence  take  occafion  to  defeat 
all  thofe  hopes  which  Chriflen- 
dom  has  entertained*  firom  the 
great  vigilance  and  care  of  the 
king  my  mailer,  employed  in 
forming  this  congrefs;  without 
which,  no  difcourles  or  pro- 
pofals  of  peace  could  ever 
come  to  good  efTeA. 


I  can't  finifh  this  letter  with- 
oot  aflhring  you,  that  I  now 
rettio  at  the  Hague  all  thofe 
ientimenta  of  eflran  which  I 
have  heretofore  had  for  your 
perfoQ,  and  the  firm  refolu- 
tioQS  that  I  have  taken  to  be 
ever  with  the  greateft  zeal, 
Sir,  your  moft  humble  and 
moft  obedient  fervant,  &c. 


grande  impartanctpour  m^m 
miler  aucunenunt  fans  Us 
§rdres  de  fa  majeftet  6? 
ptwr  eette  raifonje  if  ay  en- 
core  rienc§mMiniquide  vSlre 
kttre  a  meJfieMrs  ks  Eiats 
Gineraux  \  facbant  bien  fue 
ce  ferait  uue  wmveUe  trop  a- 
griabk  d  ceux  de  leursalliez^ 
qui  fCatU  fas  ks  fentimensfi 
portis  a  la  paiXj  qtu  ces 
meffieurs  nfons  toujour 5  te- 
moigm^  &  fui  pourroieni 
tacber  par^ia  de  faire  eva- 
noiiir  teutes  ks  apparences 
que  k  roy  man  maitre  en  a 
dejafait  naitre  a  la  Cbreti- 
enti  par  fes  grands  foins^  6? 
diligences  employees  i  former 
k  congres^  fans  kquel  tons 
les  difcours  fe?  fpeculations 
de  la  paix  ne  pourroieni  for- 
tir  a  aucun  effet. 

Je  ne  puis  achever  tette 
lettre  fans  voms  affirer^  que 
je  reirouve  encore  a  la  Hcr/e 
torn  ks  fentimens  d'ejlime 
que  fat  en  autre  fois  pour 
vStre  perfonncj  &f  ks  refo- 
hitions  que  fof  pris  dis 
ce  terns  H  Jtetre  totgours 
evec  beasuoup  de  paffwn^ 
monfieuTy  vStre  tres  bum- 
ik,  &  tres  obelfant  fervi- 
teur. 


To 
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7i  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon. 

SIR,.  Hague,.  January  31,  N.  S.  16 j6^' 

rjPOM  Mr,  Skelton^'s  difpatch,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
^  ir,  be  aflured  me  of  having  given  you  a  very 
full  actOimt,  and  thereby  faved  you  a  trouble  from 
me  uport  chat  occaHon.  There  was  only  one  thing  he 
doSrad  of  the  deputies,  for  the  eafe  of  his  memory^ 
which  was,  the  <]edu6lion  of  thofe  many  reafons 
whereoA  they  excufed  their  compliance  with  his  ma-^ 
jefty'tf  iefffes,  and  they  promifed  to  ptititl  into  my, 
hands^  by  the  next  poll ;  but  have  failed  of  thatj  as 
well  as  of  th^  anfwer  I  expcfted  about  the  Extent  o^ 
neutral  country,  by  realbn  of  the  pensioner's  illnefs,' 
which  happens  frequently,  and  ever  gives  a  ftop  to. 
thofe  aSairs  that  turn  wholly  upon  his  hand.  Ano^' 
dicr  tbin^  the  deputies  prb^ofed  to  ui  at  the  end  of 
the  conlfettiAce,  w^ich  was,  to  know  if  his  majefty* 
would  expeft  an  anfwer  of  that  letter,'  whiih  would' 
make'  it  public  here;  whereas  they  preeended  to  be  fo' 
ftnfible  of'  IMHT  complying  with  it,  as  rather  to  wt(h 
ic  might  bJe  taken  bo  further  notice  ofr  and  in  thisF 
expcA'^bi^  inajefty's  pleafure^,  when  you  think  fit  to' 
figpufytewme.  ^'  ^ 

I  inctofe  you  a:  cc^y  of  my  anfwer  to  nionfieur 
Pompone^a  letter  (which  went  to  ydu  by  my  lafty 
wherein  I  endeavour  to  fecilitate  the  two  fmaller' 
difficulties  about  the  Spanidi  paflports,  by  owning 
the  concert  of  the  form  \itrt  hj  his  majefty^s  orders^ 
and  the  tocbnmiendation  of  it  to  ^11  the  confederates.* 
And   whereas   he  feen>9  to  except  agttirtft  courkrs 

Sailing  with  only  a  fimpfe  pafiport  from  any  of  the 
^veial-mkiiftcrs,  and  to  think  the  word  fafitrs  un- 
neceflary,  1  thought  fit  to  let  him  know  thofe  changes 
were  made  in  England ;  in  hopes  thereupon,  that  his' 
compliance  to  tbcm  would  prove  the  eafier. 

For 
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For  the  main  point,  which  is  that  of  Lorrain,  I 
could  not  think  fit  to  enter  into  any  diftourfe  upon 
it,  or  fo  much  as  to  communicate  it  to  the  States 
here,  without  his  majefty's  order  %  becaufe  I  knew 
the  publifhing  of  it  would,  on  the  one  hsmd»  engage 
the  honour  of  France  fo  much  the  deeper  i<i  adher- 
ing to  it  \  and,  on  the  odier,  would  aninntfe  the  de- 
fires  and  endeavours  of  fome  part  of  the  confede- 
rates to  break  the  congrefi  upon  this  fingl^  patdt. 
Upon  fome  difcourfes  with  tlW  empQror'4.  miftiller 
here,  after  the  title  given  to  the  duke,  of;  JUmraia 
was  taken  notice  of  in  the  pafiports  fr<HQ  ^Fcante, 
he  made  no  difficulty  to  tdi  me  very  po(|civdy,  that 
bis  mafter  would  never  treat  i^ithout  die  Lorxaifi  mi- 
nifters;  and  I  remember  his  w(H'ds  were,  £/  #y^ 
feurez'vousy  monfiewr^  qu^en  venmU  au  ^ftfgf^s  H0us 
les  poujferons  toujours  devakf  turns.    Moni^uri.SerioK 

.  champs  was  as  peremptory*  on  the  other  ^^e,-  that 
his  mafter  would  never  fend  without  fi^.^yk  of 
duke^  but  I  believe  would  be;  much  pore  fo^ 
if  he^lcnew  the  pretenfijc^a:.  ^at  France /n^i^.adr 
vanceth  to  (hat^  duchy,  which  he  ,  wwla j  Micirei 
nothing  of^. when  .we  (poke  of  it  fevefal  &Ai|^ upoa 

fOccafion  of  the  ps^flports.  I  had  then  tn  Optttkn,^ 
that  the  thing  was  not  done  by  chaace^  .und  adCkcd: 
him,  whether  they  nn^  fi^  ground  a  pretence 
upon  the  treaty  of  i^g^?.  bMt. he  fftid  with  grcxf! 
confidence,  they  oQul^^^ot.  His^  argumdits*  werey 
firft,  t(ie  invalidity  of  thau:  treaty  by  tb(^  1^  duke's 
having  na  right  to  (^%>re;6f  his  du^by^ffom  his 
nephew,  becaufe  if  th^  .  SMm^  law  h^  courfe 
there,  it  was  unalienable  from  the.  heir  male ;  if 
the  feminine  fuccefiion,  tbl^n  that  duke  himfelf  had 
no  tide,  but  it;  l)cip9|[^d:  to  prince  Charles,  even- 
in  the  life  of  his .  nc^e.  Secondly,  the  treaty's 
being  void  by  the  non-performance  on  the  French 
fide  of  the  only  qondicion  which  appeared  erf*  any> 

advantage 
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advtatage'to  Lomnn  r  Which  was  afiaffupg  their- 
princes  iha>  the  rank   gf  tfaafe   of  thel^lood   of 
France,  which  was  memioned  in  the  treaty  as  that 
condicion,  wkhdut  which  it  had  netcr  be<il  ii?ade « 
and  upon  its  being  regiftered  in  the  parlis^i^ent  of 
Paris  with  the  leaving  out  of  that  claufe,   the  old 
dufcc  .declared   it  voW    (a$ .  I  -rexnerabcr  he  ^  feid)* 
yithin  a. -fortnight  or  three  weeks  after  )c  was  fign- 
cd.     Thirdly,  the  treaty  of  Marfal  being  concluded 
the  year  ateer,  between  that  king  apd-  duke,  ty 
which  the  duke   was  to  continue  the  poileflion  of 
all  his  territories  befides  Marfal,  in  the  fame  'Man- 
ner as  he   enjoyed  th^fti  by  the  treaty   of  :i6(Sfr 
And  after  that  treaty  A£  Marftl  in  i€G^^  k  fdBm4 
that  duke  cpAtiffued  quiet  till  1670,  wlieh  Francfi 
feized  upon' th&  whde  duthy;    \Mt  dccJUrix^   ar 
monfieiir'   Sierinchamps     faifhv    w  all'  princes  .ii% 
Chrijftendifim,^  and  partitularly  to  'his  majefty^  thaa 
It  was  efnty  upon  p^i^fonal  quarrels  00  th|j  duke^ 
and   #felt&ut^' Intention  'to  ke^  dny^purt^of   tiie 
country.     And  he;  fakEh,    ih  aU  this   time  -  France 
never  madk  thft'leaft  mention  of  che  treacv  of  t662,> 
having  IfikiAd  neither  the  priiftA-  of  t!ie  Mood;  nor 
parliametitiT  of^  France,  would  confeiit  to  it ;  and 
rhereupoii  no- fur  diet  thoughts  were  ever  had  ^1 
n^  to*  piriform  the  ihllljeft  conditions  of  If,   atiy^ 
mote   than    the    greateft.      Thefe   v^el^e  monfieur 
Serinchamps'  atgumentt,.  which  I  thought' Were  fic 
to  be  felir  you  ujf>on  this  octafion,   when  the  mat- 
ter licth  before  his  majcfty,  arid  an  expcdicht  is  ncft, 
I  k2Bi^  like  to  be  found  on  this  fi^e;  and  without  rr, 
the  congr^,  ft)r  aught  Ffee,  muft  break;  Wherein  his 
majefty^  hoRoar,  as  well' as  inclination,  you  know,  iaf 
how  a  good  deal  engag^. 

I  yet  hear  nothing  of  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius,  though 
the  wind  has  been  very  goodi  and,  having  re- 
ceived none  from  you  by  laft  poft,  am  in  hopes 
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he  may  bring  me  die  orden  ncoeflary  for  my  pro* 
ceeding  in  this  difficult  iDatter.  I  meet  with  en- 
quiries here  every  poft  after  his  m^iefty*s  refolu- 
tion  in  the  bufinefs  of  reviiioos.  I  am  ever,  Sir, 
your,  ^» 

To  Meflkurs  Colbert  and       A  Meffieurs  Coliirf  & 
d'Avaux.  d^Jvaux^:  ^ 

Ragoe,  Feb.  i,  N.S.  167^.    LaHaye,  FevnjyNkS.  16J60 

Meffieurs,  *    .MeJJtiun^ 

I  Keoeived  yefterday  joor  ex-  €H^  ^JT  ram  Her  it  Nr 
^  ceikodes  letter  firom  Name-  J  f»^ue  ctUe  de  vos  ix- 
gaen  of  the  191b  paft*  aod  ^Uenca  dif  j^gtpe  faffey  6^ 
was  wtUii^  as  foon  as  jpoffi- .  71'igr  p(u  ^^^  manquer  de 
Ue,  lo^feyoaanaocoiiQtof  mm  iefkaiffifr^  au  pluSf^ 
the  concern  I  bad  in  w  acd-.  ^  part  fue  je  frqu  d  im 
dentlacelf  fellen  oat  in  die  bu*  accidint  fwrvem  dims  Paf^ 
£aA  of  the  paflport^,  which  faire\  des  faffif^Js^  qui 
modi  have  pven  you  fone  trou-  vmu  doit  atmr  donne  beau^, 
hie,  as  it  has  given  me  suicb  ^  d^mug^^p^  h  tmy 
greater'iincaiiiisfs.^  TbapaO;.  n^are  beaucefff-,^  d^m* 
portsoftheSiatfsGeneralhave  quietude.  Cemtyde  at  E- 
bgenforfometiiiidiDmyfaMids^  .^i  ^t  iti  qudque  tms  en- 
astbofeof^painhavebceoin  tKefuesimins^f^emcd^Ef- 
Hjonfieur  de  J-yra»s,thc  Spa-  f^gne  entre  xelfet.  de  $mm^ 
nifli  envoy;  but  on  this  condir,  ^^  ^  j^^  euveye  de 
doo,  that  die  former,  (hall  not  ^^//^  couromie-ti\  rnais  i 
be  fcnt  to  your  exccflcocics,  .cciidiUon  que  let  premiers  ne 
northelattcrdcriycredintoiny  f^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^  i  vos 
hands,  till  I  become  pofleflcd  cMilkncis,  m  Its  autres  /i- 
of  his  mdl  chnftiaa  majcfty's  ^^  ^^e  mes  mains,  M- 
r€ciprocaIpafrports,aswdIfor  ^^  ^  ^e  que  je  ferof  en 
.  *®  po£effion  des  pqffeperts  red^ 
proques  de  fa  majeje  tris- 
cbritienne,  tant  pour  ks 
pleni'^ 
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dw.  plenlpoteniiaricft  of'  this  ^mpeUtUiaires   de  eef  4r 

State,  as  for  thofe  of  their  aj-  (at,  que  four  am  de  leitrs 

Kes.    Some  difficulties  have  aUitz,       On  a  trouvi  d$i 

been  here  ftarted  about  the  difficultez   icj  a    ceux    que 

palTports,    which,    by  men-  monfieur   de   Ruvigni  m*a 

fieur  Ruvigni's  means,   have  faif  ewjoyer  depiis  quelqiie 

been  for  fome  time  fent,    as  jg^^   (ant  pour  les  plern-' 

weUfor  the  plenipotentiaries  potetUiair.es   d'E/pague  que 

of  Spain,  as  for  thofe  of  Lor-  ^^  ^^  j^  j^^^ .  ^^^ 

rain:  the  firtt  of  thefe  d.ffi-  ^^         ^^^^    ^.        ^     ,^^ 

cnh.esb«ngoiilygroundedon  ^^^^^         j-^       ^        ^^. 

fome  defiaenc.es  m  the  forfli  ^^^^^    ^^/.  j/ f^„„i^i,, 

rf thefe,d^(r,x,rtsconcernmg  ^^^^^  paffeportsi  toucbani 

the  ieconty  of  the  bafffface,  > -^  ^     ^,r  5     ,.               c -> 

and  the  liberty  of  difpathing  ^jTPt'FT'^ 

tonriers,  which  were  exprefled  ''^"-'^  ^  depecherles  cou- 

ih  the  paflportsfdrmerly  given  '"«"'   cotnpts  cdevant  en 

byhismoftChriftianmajefty  ^f*   ?«^  /"  »^J'fi'  ^res- 

to  d«  plenipotentiaries  of  this  cbrfttenne  a  aecorde  aux  pU- 

ifetc  at  Cologn,  as  well  as  in  riipotenttatres  de    cet   etat 

thofe  difpatcbed  by  the  coa-  ^  Cologne,    au^  Men  que 

federates  for  your  excellencies;  f«Wf  que  les  confederez  ont 

I  had  go9d  hopes  to  fee  them  fait  depecher  pour  V,  Ex, 

eafilyfunnountedbythegood  fay  bien  efperi  de  les  voir 

offices  which  his  majefly  the  facikment  furmontez    par 

king  my ,  piafter  has  already  les  offices  de  fa  majefte   le 

employedontbisfubjeftatthe  roy   mon  tnaitre,    qui  ont 

court  of  France.    And  I  have  ///  deja  employes  h  la  cour 

endeavoured  to  fet  thefe  mat-  de  France  fur  (efiyet.     Et 

ters  in  a  proper  light  for  mon-  fiiy  tdchi  de  donner  a  mn- 

fieur  Pompone.    -  ^eur  Pompone  les  ecUurcif- 

fements  neceffaires ladeffux. 

As  to  the  difficulties  made  Powr  les  Sfficultez  faites 

abontthepaflportsforLorrain,  fiar  ceux  de  Lerainey  je  les 

1  found  them  of  fo  great  im-  f^^g   £^„g   ffop    „ande 

portance,  that  I  dared  not  to  i.^^,^,.   y^_  i  „r^  /■„, 

intcnneddlc  therein  without  tmportance,  pour  y  oferfans 

the  cxprefs  order  gf  die  king;  i^^^frdres  de  fa  majeJU  y 

j^^  mler  mes  ftnttmensi    is 

Vot.  IV.  M               four 
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tnd  therefore  I  have  not  com- 
muDicated  to  the  States  Gene- 
ral the  letter  which  I  received 
three  days  fince  from  mon- 
fieur  Pompqpe  on  this  fubjeft : 
I  am  in  hourly  expeAation  of 
receiving  his  majelly's  com- 
mands, whereby  I  may  regu- 
late my  own  conduft  herein. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  intreat  your 
excellencies  to  affure  your- 
felve5,that  itis  with  thegreateft 
.  regret  that  I  fee  this  ftop  put 
to  an  affair  in  which  the  inclt- 
nation,  as  well  as  the  honour, 
of  his  majefty  is  fo  deeply  en- 
gaged; and  to  believe,  that  I 
will  omit  no  care  or  pains  to 
promote  and  fadlitate  it  on  this 
fide.  To  thefe  fo  important 
confiderations  I  might  add,  the 
particular  fatisfedion  and  plea- 
furc  that  I  propofe  to  myfelf^ 
in  being  Jnterefted  and^'coii- 
cerned  in  an  affair  that  will 
bring  me  into  the  company  and 
converfation  of .  your  excel- 
lencies atNimeguen;  Nvhere  I 
promife  myfelf  to  find  yet  far- 
.  theropportunitipsofgivingyou 
proof,  how  uncafy  thefe  hin- 
drances are  to  me,  and  with 
,  how  much  efteem  I  am,  your 
.^excellencies  moft  humble,  and 
JDoft  obedient  fervant>  &c. 


pour  cela  tCay  pas  encore 
commtmique  a  meffieurs  ks 
Etats   Generaux  la  lettrt 
que  fay  refu  depuis  trots 
jours  de  monfieur  dt  Pom- 
pone  fur  cttte  matiere^  mats 
/attend  a  toute  beure  les 
commandements      du     ray 
pur   regler    ma   conduite. 
Cependaru  je  fupplie  v.  Ex. 
de  vous  ajfurer  que  (?eft  a- 
vec  regret  extreme  queje  vols 
cet  accrocbment  i  une  affair ey 
en  kquelk  V inclination  auffi 
bien  quePJbonneur  deja  ma- 
jefte  eft  Ji  fort  engage  e ;  ii 
que  je  fCepargneray  aucune 
peine  £5?  diligence  pour  Id 
faciliter  de  ce  cote  icy.     Je 
pourrois  aj outer  d  ces  confi- 
derations  ft  importantes  rin- 
teret  particulier  queje  prens 
au  bonbeur  6f.  lajpye  que  je 
me  fuis  propop  en  la  rencon- 
tre 6?  converfation  de  V. 
Ex.  d  Ntmegtcey  okje  veux 
efperer  encore  de  trotevef  les 
occafions  a  vous  temoigner 
combienje  reffens  ce  retarde- 
menty     6?    avec    combien 
d^eftime  je  fuis^    mejfieursj 
de  V.  E.  le  tres  Bumble^  (# 
tres  obetfant  ferviteur. 
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fo  Sir  jofeph  fVilliamfdri. 

S  i  Ri  ttagut,  Ffcb.  4,  N.  S.  1676. 

TTOU  will  have  found  by  my  two  laft,  that  I  had 
^     before  received  from  mopfieur  Pompbhe  what    , 
you  have  fince  been  pleafed  to  tell  rhe  by  yours  of  t(ie 
2 1  ft,  concerning  the  moft  chriftian  king^s  infwcr  tti 
his  majefty's  reprefentations  about  the  paflports.     I 
have  dilcourfed  it  over  this  day  with  the  penfioner^ 
who  finds  no  remedy  on  this  (ide,  but  takes  the  whole 
matter  for  an  aigument,  that  France  has  na  defire  at 
prefcnc  to  fee  the  congrefs  formed,  or  to  enter  in 
earneft  upon  the  negotiation  of  a  peace.     He  remarks 
upon  the  liberty  of  couriers,  that  the  Spaniards  can 
write  but  once  a  fortnight  to  Madrid,  and  that  by  thd 
common  couriers ;  but  that  the  French  themfelves  can 
have  noncommunication,  cither  with  Paris  or  any,  of 
their  garrifons,  without  this  liberty  ;  and  he  thinks^ 
they  cannot  mean  any  thiqg  fhould  be  done  at  a  treaty 
with  thefc  circumftances.    He  fiid,  it  was  poflible  that 
France  might  infill  upon  this  in  favour  of  Sweden,  to 
whom,  as  you  fay,  Denmark  has  refufed  the  pafTes } 
but  they  are  ycfterday  come,  in  the  form  agreed  upon* 
as  you  will  find  by  the  inclofed  memorial  of  that  en* 
voy  here.  For  the  point  of  Lorrain,  he  reafoned  much 
of  the  ftrangenefs  of  fuch  a  pretenfion ;  but  I  remem- 
ber nothing  new,  or  more  than  what  I  repeated  in  my 
laft  of  monfieur  Serinchamps's  difcourfes  on  that  fub* 
jed.  A^  to  this  laft,  I  can  make  no  conjedture  how  his 
majefty  is  like  to  fucceed  on  the  fide  of  France,  and 
have  no  profped  of  any  expedient  upon  this.     But  as 
to  the  two  fmaller  difficulties,  methinks,  it  (hould  be 
eafy  to  procure  the  pafiports  from  that  court  in  the 
fame  form  with  what  are  given  here,  if  his  majefty 
owns  them  to  have  been  concerted,  as  you  know  they 
w6re,  by  his  order^  and  by  the  fame  recommended  to 
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the  praflice  of  all  the  confederates.  And,  indeed, 
nothing  feems  n^ore  proper  than  for  the  .mediator  to 
concert  one  general  form  of  paflports  to  be  ufed  by 
all  parties.  I  (hewed  thofe  you  inclofed  in  your  laft 
to  the  penGbner;  upon  which  he  remarked  likewife, 
that  there  was  but  one'finglc  paffport  for  all  the  em- 
peror's plenipotentiaries,  whereas  there  were  three  foi^ 
the  French ;  but  concluded,  that  he  hoped  (IHl  all 
-might  be  adjufted  by  his  majefty's  fecond  offices  to- 
wards France  upon  this  matter. 

I  fend  you  inclofed  i,  paper  I  received  from  the 
States,  concerning  the  buunefs  of  prince  William  of 
Furftenburgh ;  ind  another;  concerning  the  neutra- 
lity ;  whiov  coming  juft  now  to  my  hands,  I  fend  thfc 
original  papers,  though  there  feems  fome  defed  in  a 
xlaufe  of  the  laft,  which  leaves  the  preTcription  of  the 
'neutral  limits  wholly  to  his  majefty,  provided  they 
extend  not  beyond  the  Waal  and  Rhine.  ITuppofe, 
by  my  letters  from  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  you  wilfhavc 
heard  a  great  deal  from  Kim  of  the  neceflity  of  enlarg- 
ing the  bounds  In  reference  to  the  convenience  of  the 
minifters;  upon  which  fubjcft  I  fliall  fay  nothing, 
but  only  wilh,  that  France  would  leave  this- matter  fo 
fiar  in  his  majefty's  hands,  as  to  make  'that  compli- 
ment concerning  the  county  of  Meurs  to  the  prince 
of  Orange,  either  from  that  crown,  or  from  his  ma- 
jefty ;  his  highnefs,  I  find,  thinking  it  hard  that  fo 
fmall  a  thing  fliould  be'refufed  him,  after liis  majeffy 
had  thought  fit  to  engage  himfelf  in  the  propofal  of  it 
bn'Wth  fides. 

Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  told  me,  in  one  yefterday,  of  a 
chicane  made  him  by  mbnfieur  Beverning  upon  the 
point  of  firft  vifir,  which  I  doubt  not  he  has  given 
you  account  of.     That  very  hour  I  had  his  letter  eanrtc 

^to  me  the  pfefident  of  the  commifilbners  for  the  fo- 
reign afeirs,  by  order  both  of  the  prince  and  the 

States,  to  acquaint  me  with  a  letter  of  monfieur  Be* 
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verning  upon  the  fame  fubjcft,  and  to  defire  me  to 
direA  what  I  would  have  done  upon  it.  I  found  by  {h« 
letter,  that  monfieur  Bevcrning  intended  to  make  no 
further  or  more  formal  vifit  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  upon 
pretence  that  fhould  be  done  to  us  both  upon  my  ar- 
rival ;  but  I  defired  monfieur  Mauregnault,  the  pcrfon 
fent  to  me,  that  orders  might  go  away  by  lad  night's 
ordinary,  to  both  their  ambaffadors,  to  make  their 
vifit  together,  and  in  form,  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins, 
as  ambaffador-mediator ;  which  the  prince  told  me  in 
the  afternoon  had  been  accordingly  refolved  on.  I 
am  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  Feb.  11,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  Received  a  great  deal  of  honour  by  the  teftimony 
^  you  were  pleafed  to  give  me  in  your  laft  of  the 
25th  paft,  of  the  approbation  given  at  the  foreign 
committee  to  my  condufb,  in  giving  no  communica- 
tion here  of  monfieur  Pompone's  letter,  till  I  had  re- 
ceived orders  from  his  majefty.  I  thought  this  fo  much 
my  duty,   that  I  will  confefs  to  you,  not  to  have 
given  notice  of  it  to  the  States,  upon  what  I  received 
from  you  in  your  former,  though  it  was  in  fubftance 
the  fame  with  your  laft  j  but  bringing  me  no  orders, 
and  only  a  bare  relation  from  you,  I  thought  fit  upon 
it  only  to  difcourfc  it  to  the  penfioner;  faying,  that  he 
might  do  the  fame  to  the  States,  as  a  matter  he  had 
from  me  in  communication;   which  he  did,  left  I 
fhould  fcem  to  make  a  fecret  of  what  they  knew  here 
from  monfiegr  Van  Beuninghen,  and  don  Pedro  de 
Ronquillo.^    But  upon  his  majefty's  pleafure,  fignified 
to  me  in  your  laft,  I  have  put  in  a  formal  memorial, 
to  acquaint  the  States  with  it,  having  taken  thofe  words 
which  relate  his  majefty*s  part  in  it,  out  of  your  own 
letter  %  and  which  fignify  the  moft  cbriftian  king's 
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anlWer,  out  of  monflpur  Pompone'js :  this  I  did  rathfc 
than  put  of  yours,  becaufe  what  was  contained  in  mon^ 
ficur  Pompone's,  was  certainly  that  which  they  intend- 
ed (hould  be  comipunipced  from  them  to  the  States, 
and  for  that  reafpn  (as  the  letter  mentions)  tranfmittcd 
to  me,  to  fave  the  time  of  conveying  it  by  England. 
I  fuppofe  foiReljttie  miftake  in  the  conftruftipn  of  my 
former  letter  made  ypu  think  I  intended  not  fo  much 
as  to  anfwer  monfieur  Pompqne-s,  without  orders  from 
England  ;  for  you  wijl  finpe  havjc  found  that  1  did  it 
by  the  very  next  poft';  but  that  it  was,  by  my  good 
fortune,  in  the  very  fame  form,  as  well  asfubftincc, 
that  your  laft  inftrufted  me ;  and  that  I  did  not  only 
take  your  particular  notice  to  him  of  my  not  having 
communicated  his  letter  tP  the  Spates  without  his  ma- 
jelly's  orders,  but  again  repeated  that  circumftance  in 
my  anfwer  to  a  letter  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
about  the  fame  time ;  a  copy  whereof  I  lent  you  in- 
clofcd,  together  with' that  of  my  memorial  yeftcrday 
to  the  States.'  You  will  lately  have  found  in  my  fecrc- 
tary's  papers,  the  mention  of  a  conclufion  made  in  the 
treaty  of  cpiiimerce  between  Sweden  gnd  this  State  y 
and  yet  not  long  after  an  accord  here  entered  into  with 
the  Dane,  of  equipping  ajointfieetagainft  next  cam- 
paign in  the  Baltic.  I  found  in  my  laft  letters  from 
England,  thefirft  was  thought  a  li(tle  my  fteriqus;  and^ 
fince  the  laft  ha5  relation  to  the  cpurfe  of  his  majcfty'^ 
mediation,  I  think  it  wiU  become  me  to  give  his  ma- 
jeflty  ibme  account  of  the  true  fprjngs  in  both. 

The  fjrft  was  a  b^ifinefs  that  ^rpfc  wholly  from  the 
Swedes,  and  was  negotiated  atStcckholm,  particularly^ 
by  monfieur  Ehcrnftcyii.'  The  public  intention  in  it 
there  was,  to  make  fufh  ^  treaty  ferve  for  fome  in- 
frodu(flion  pwards  another,  by  which  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  at  fe^  tni^ht  follow  between  that  crown  and  this 
$tate.  By  this  means  Sweden  would,  in  probability, 
be^blp  to  Succour  Poojerania  next  campaign ;  and  this 
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State  would  not,  perhaps,  have  fccn  it  very  unwillingly, 
in  cafe  matters  on  this  iide  and  the  difpoficions  in 
France  had  drawn  on  towards  the  general  peace.  The 
private  motions  of  that  treaty  fprung  from  monfieur 
Ehcrnfteyn*s  defire  to  value  himfclf  by  being  inftru- 
mental  in  reftoring,  at  lead,  the  beginnings  of  fome 
good  intelligence  between  his  mailer  and  this  State; 
having  himfelf  been  always  averfe  from  the  breach, 
and  now  feeing  the  counfels  that  promoted  it  fo  much 
decried  in  Sweden  from  the  unhappy  events.  And 
this  was  all  the  myftery  of  that  treaty. 

The  States,  though  they  approved  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce, yet  they  confirmed  not  the  private  articles  con- 
firmed by  Sweden  in  order  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  by 
fea,  though  I  did  not  obferve  any  great  averfion  to- 
wards it;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  refolution  at  leaft 
of  not  arming  this  next  fummer  in  the  Baltic,  though  . 
they  had  been  for  three  months  paft  very  warmly  pref- 
fed  to  it  by  the  Danilh  minifters.  But  when  the  firfl 
news  came  of  the  defaults  in  the  French  pafTports,  they 
began  to  conclude  that  France  was  not  at  all  in  earneft 
upon  the  bufmefs  of  the  congrefs,  which  they  guefled 
not  more  from  the  point  about  Lorrain,  than  from  that 
of  couriers ;  without  the  liberty  whereof,  they  efteemed 
no  negotiation  could  have  any  efleft,  and  the  prejudice 
would  be  infinitely  greater  to  France  andSweden  in  point 
of  intelligence,  than  to  the  confederates  themfelves. 

The  States  thought  this  counfel  of  delayingor  break- 
ing the  congrefs  proceeded  from  an  expedation  in 
France  of  fome  great  defign,  wherein  they  expcfted 
the  fuccefs,  either  in  Naples,  or  Sicily,  or  in  Poland* 
And  knowing  the  endeavours  of  the  French  minifter 
at  the  Porte,  and  the  other  in  Poland,  to  bring  about 
a  peace  this  feafon  between  the  Turk  and  that  crown, 
they  fufpefted  moft  the  falling  down  of  the  Poles  upon 
the  duke  of  Brandenburg^  in  the  ducal  of  Pruilla. 
'JThe  Danilh  and  Brandenburgh  minifters  here  made 
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^  good  ufe  of  this  ^pprehcnfion  in  the  States,  and  pre- 
vailed with  them  tQ  clap  up  an  agreement  with  Den- 
mark, for  griping  a  joint  fleet  next  fummer  in  the 
Baltic,  very  mpch  ag'ainft  thejr  former  refolution,  and 
wholly  to  the  difappointment  of  atl  that  Sweden  had 
propofed  to  themfelvcs  by  their  treaty  of  commerce. 

This  I  reckon  upon  as  the  firft  important  efFeft  of 
the  defaults  found  in  the  French  paffports-,  and  if  the 
States  continue  in  the  fame  opinion  of  the  Frenph  indif- 
pofuion  to  the  treaty,  or  of  their  defigns  to  bring  in 
the  Pole  upon  the  duke  of  Brandenburgh,  they  will 
give  in  vjgoroufly  with  the  confederates,  to  drive  the 
Swedes  wholly  out  of  the  empire  next  fummer,  to  which 
they  would  otherwife  not  eafily  have  been  induced. 

This  leads  me  neccflTarily  to  another,  which  it  may 
be  fit  likewife  for  his  majefty  to  know.  The  expcnce  of 
this  State  in  the  war,  joined  to  thediminution  of  their 
jrad' ,  feems  to  difable  them  any  longer  from  profe- 
futingit  than  this  campaign;  and,  indeed,  their  coun- 
sels in  it  hitherto  ar«chiefly  animated  by  the  great  ftea- 
jdinefs  and  influence  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  The 
houfe  of  Auftria  forefecing  this,  have  framed  a  new 
fchcme  of  taking  oflT  from  this  State  4II  the  fubfidies 
they  pay  to  the  allies,  after  this  campaign,  of  Spain 
continuing  to  pay  them  their  part,  and  of  the  allies, 
cfpecially  Denmark,  Brandenbgrgh,  and  Lunenburgh, 
contenting  thetr^felves  with  tjie  other  moiety  (now  p^id 
"by  the  States)  upon  a  general  treaty  to  be  entered  into 
]t)y  all  the  confederates  for  a  guaranty  of  the  conqueft 
piadc  Jaft  year,  or  that  (hall  be  made  this  year  upon 
|he  Swedes  in  Germany  j  which  they  think  will  be  an 
^idvanta^e  to  the  lad  named  confederates,  and  the 
"jbilhop  qi  Muhfter  greater  than  half  of  the  prcfent  fub- 
'jfJdies.  And  for  th'ofe  tp  M^^tz  and  Trier,  as  well  as 
ihe  eippcror,  Spain  will  t^kc  them  wholly  upon  tbcm- 
felves,  as,  indeed,  the  emperor  has  not;  for  this  year 
jb^ft,  at  3IJ  ^tti^^^  fbc  5wfc§  for  thcfe  payments  by 
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treaty  made  due  to  him.  The  Spanifh  and  Imperial 
minillers  are  pretty  confident  of  bringing  this  to  pafs  ; 
and  that,  upon  it,  the  States  will  be  able  to  continue 
the  war  with  eafcj  and  if  not  with  the  fame  number 
of  troops,  and  as  principals  in  it,  yet  at  leaft  as  ac- 
ceflTaries,  and  with  a  body  of  about  twenty  thoufand 
men  in  Flanders.  Several  of  the  States  tell  me,  th^y 
will  not  confent  to  give  fuch  a  guaranty,  forefeeing  it 
muft  engage  them  in  a  long  war ;  and  the  prince  him- 
felf  will  not,  I  believe,  give  into  it,  till  he  fees  the 
events  of  next  campaign,  or  the  utmoft  that  France  will 
infift  upon  in  the  treaty.  For  my  own  part,  I  apprehend 
it  as  an  affair, that  may  go  far  towards  the  continuance 
of  a  long  war,  and,  confequently,  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his 
rnajefty's  mediation,  and  therefore  thought  fit  to  give 
bis  majcfty  the  early  advices  of  it. 

Though  the  king  may  have  had  rcafon  to  ftop  Mr. 
Skelton's  journey  at  prefent,  whofe  errand  to  the  em- 
peror would  not,  perhaps,  have  had  good  grace  whilft 
France  perfifts  in  the  refufal  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain's 
title,  and  thereby  the  paffport  that  may  bring  him  to 
the  treaty  i  yet  if  his  majefty  (hould  have  the  fortune 
to  furmount  chefe  difficulties  about  the  French  palT- 
ports,  I  do  not  think  he  will  have  reafon  to  be  dif- 
couraged  in  his  intended  applications  to  the  emperor, 
upon  this  State's  excufing  themfelves  from  joining 
with  him  in  it :  for,  upon  fome  difcouric  with  the  Im- 
perial and  Spanifh  minifters  here,  I  find  them  both 
^bfolutely  of  opinion  (though  they  profefs  it  to  be  but 
perfonally  their  own)  that  the  emperor  will  certainly 
give  that  point  of  prince  William  to  his  majefty*$ 
interceffion,  whenever  it  is  particularly  and  formally 
made  to  him.  And  both  thofe  minifters  have  pro- 
mifed  me  to  engage  all  their  credit  at  the  court  of 
Vienna  towards  this  fuccefs  upon  Mr.  Skelton's  arri- 
val there,  which  I  thought  was  an  office  his  majefty 
would  approve  of,  though  I  was  not  encharged  with  it. 
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I  have  received  his  majefty's  ratification  of  the  late 
article  agreed  upon  here,  concerning  the  Wtt  trade  from 
enemy's  port,  which  fhall  be  exchanged  to-mprrow, 
and  ih^l  be  fent  you  by  the  firft  yacht. 

I  afk  your  pardon  for  the  length  of  this  trouble,  and 
remain,  your,  &c.- 

7o  my  Lord  yirlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb,  11,  N.  S,  1676. 

T  Wa  s  extreme  glad  to  find  by  one  from  you,  which 
■*  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius  gave  me  at  his  arrival  here, 
that  you  had  fo  good  hopes  of  wearing  ofi^  that  indif- 
pofition  in  which  your  former  had  left  you  ;  and  that 
you  had  already  begun  to  ufe  your  legs,  which,  I 
doubt  not,  will  recover  themfelves  by  exercife,  with 
the  help  of  the  feafon,  and  thereby  reftore  you  to  the 
air  and  entertainments  you  ufed  to  be  pleafed  with, 
and  the  liberty  of  attending  his  majefty's  affairs,  as 
well  as  your  own. 

I  fuppofc,  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  never  wants 
difcourfe  fo  much,  as  for  a  help  of  it  to  introduce  that 
about  the  pacquet- boats ;  and,  perhaps,  he  does  not 
think  fit  to  begin  one  where  you  arc  more  concerned 
than  his  mailers,  pf  how  fmall  coniequence  foever  ic 
be ;  therefore  I  have  not  renewed  it  here ;  but  when- 
ever you  make  the  trial,  and  find  any  flop  from  cither 
his  want  of  power  or  will,  to  give  you  the  fatisfaftion 
.  intended,  1  (hall  not  fail  to  move  it  again  to  the  pen- 
fioner,  and  if  need  be,  to  the  prince,  upon  the  lealt 
notice  you  pleafe  to  give  me  of  it. 

We  will,  if  you  pleafe,  leave  oflF  any  further  men- 
tion of  what  pafled  in  our  former  letters  upon  occa- 
fion  of  Sir  Gabriel  Syl vius's  journey  thither.  I  do  be- 
lieve what  you  tell  tpc,  there  is  no  myftery  in  it :  and 
yet,  whenever  we  jneet,  I  will  tell  you  very  frankly 
what  I  thought  was  once  in  defignj  which  muft  have 
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been  very  injurious  to  me,  though,  perhaps,  not  fo 
intended;  and  will  upon  it  leave  you  to  judge  your- 
felf,  whether  I  w^s  Impofed  upon  by  thofe  from  whom 
I  received  the  knowledge  of  ic :  for  of  my  many 
weakneflcs,  that  of  my  being  credulous  is  none,  efpe- 
cially  where  it  is  fo  unpleafant  to  make  me  fufpeft  the 
good  intentions  of  thofe  few  whofe  friendship  I  cfteem, 
and  would  be  glad  to  deferve.  For  the  reft  that  you 
are  pleafed  to  fay  of  the  intentions  he  brings  over,  as 
to  my  own  particular,  they  are  of  more  honour  to  me 
fhan  I  at  all  pretend  to^  who  (hall  ever  live  with 
perfons  that  bear  his  majefty*s  charader,  as  ihy  fel- 
low-fervants,  whatever  difference  may  be  made  by 
thofe  we  receive  from  our  mafter,  according  as  he 
pleafes  to  ufe  us  in  order  to  his  better  fcrvice.  I  wifli 
him,  with  all  my  heart,  the  honour  of  either  finding 
.  pr  raifing  any  difpofitions  here  more  agreeable  to  his 
majefty's  defires  in  what  concerns  the  peace,  than  thofe 
I  have  yet  been  able  to  giye  account  of.  But  I  think 
it  more  for  hi?  majefty's  fervice  to  give  him  a  true 
one  that  he  likes  not,  than  a  feigned  or  difguifed  one 
that  he  likes ;  which  is  the  way  to  engage  him  in  mea* 
fures  that  will  fail,  and  fometimes  in  retreats  of  little 
honour.  Upon  this  fubjcft,  I  cannot  but  wifli  mon- 
fieur  Van  Beuninghen  had  either  underftood  his  maf- 
ters  better,  or  been  lefs  heard  himfelf  upon  the  bufi- 
nefsbf  prince  William  before  Mr.  Skeltoh  came  over; 
and  that,  for  the  time  to  come,  fome  difference  were 
made  between  his  talk  and  his  memorials,  fince  in  the 
latter,  I  believe,  he  will  be  more  cautious  than  in 
the  oth^. 

The  prince  is  out  of  town,  and  Will  continue  fo  till 
Saturday.  The  congrefs  is  accroche  by  the  exceptions 
piade  here  from  the  confederates  to  the  French  paflP 
ports  tor  Spain  and  Lorrain;  which  you  know  the 
detail  of  as  well  as  I,  and,  perhaps,  by  this  time, 
better,  in  knowing  the  anfwer  of  the  French  court 
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to  his  majefty's  laft  application.  What  I  write  now 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon,  you  will  have  your  part 
in,  either  in  his  hands  or  the  foreign  committee-,  and 
beyond  thefe  we  have  nothing  here  ftirs  at  prcfent,  but 
the  common  reports  of  monficur  de  Jluyter's  viftory 
over  the  French  fleet,  which  I  yet  fee  no  certain  grounds 
for  (though  fome  appearance)  from  the  advices  that 
arc  yet  come  hither.  I  am  your  mod  faithful, 
humble  fervant. 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

S  I  R,  Hague,  Feb.  11,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  Was  extreme  ferry  to  find,  by  the  honour  of  one 
^  from  you  of  the  24th  paft,  that  your  late  indif- 
pofitions  had  been  fo  frequent  and  fo  troubiefome  as 
you  defcribc  them.     I  hope  you  will  find  the  return  of 
your  health  with  that  of  the  fcafon,  which  1  very  hear- 
tily wilh,  for  bis  majefty's  fake  as  well  as  your  own. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  conhfort  myfelf  with  the  belief  I 
gather  from  your  letters  to  my  lord  Berkley,  of  which 
your  laft  indofed  the  copies,  that  your  illnefs  has  reach- 
ed no  further  than  your  body,  and  not  at  all  afie<5led  or 
kflcned  the  vigour  of  your  conceptions,  which  have  in 
thofc  letters  preffed  the  court  of  France  farther  than  I 
doubt  they  will  eafily  yield,  or  can  eafily  excufe.  The 
fuccefs  I  muft  expeft  from  England,  having  given 
monfieur  Pompone  no  encouragement  to  continue  an 
immediate  commerce  between  us  here-,  which,  I  fup- 
pofe,  he  had  a  mind  to  upon  pretence  of  gaining 
time,  and  might  have  been  welcome  to  a  man  that 
confidcred  his  matter  or  his  orders,  as  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  does  his,  in  his  prefent  ambaflage. 

I  have  given  a  full  account,  in  my  difpatch  to-night 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Wiliiamfon,  of  the  late  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  Sweden  and  this  State;  whichj^  I  fi'^d, 
you  think  fomewhat  myilerious:  and  becaufe  I  efteem 

that^ 
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Aat,  and  other  particulars  in  that  difpatch»  peceflary 
for  hi&  majcfty  to  know,  I  prefume  you  will  meet  it 
certainly  at  the  foreign  committee^  and  thcj;cfore  refer 
you  to  it. 

They  are  here  very  full  of  the  belief  given  them  by 
the  lad  Italian  letters  of  a  great  vidory  of  monfieur 
dc  Ruytcr  over  the  French  fleet,  and  the  extremity  qf 
Meffina,  if  not  relieved.  The  lad  I  have  reafon  to 
believt,  from  fome  letters  I  have  received,  and  others 
of  merchaotai  have  fecn;  as  likewife,  .that  there  has 
been  an:engagefhent  between  the  two  fleets;  but  for 
the  fuccefies  and  particulars  of  it,  I  do  not  find  anf 
ground  o£  certainty  from  any  advices  yet  arrived  here, 
or  the  comparifon  of  them  from  fo  many  feveral  places, 
becanfit  they  feemed  all  derived  frona  one  fource^ 
which  ivas  a  felucca  come  by  chance  into  Naples  with 
the  reports  of  them:  In  cafe  it  fliould  be  true,  it  would 
be  of  great  confequence,  and  make  fome  change  in  the 
prefentfceneof  afiairs  and  difpofitions  towards  a  peace. 

The  prince  is  out  of  town  for  a  week  a  hunting, 
and  is  jpk^td  to  hear  you  are  fo  keen  upon  that 
fport;  and  fays,  there  afe  two  places  in  ^^ngland  he 
will  be  fure  to  be  at,  whenever  he  fees  Bngland ; 
which,  are,  your  houfe  at  Enfteld,  and  Sheen ;  though 
the  fruits  of  one  will  be  too  weak  a  rival  with  him  for 
the  hufttirig  at  the.other^ 

I  am'  ever^  with  very  mwh  pafllon  and  ,truth,  Sir, 
jour  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant. 

To  Sir  Jofepb  JVilliamfon, 

S  I,  R,  H^e,  Feb.  18,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  both  yours  of  the  il^  and  the 
^  4th,.  wUch  are  come  to  my  hands  fince  my  lad  of 
the  I  ith;  Tour  firft  inclofed  the  Swedifh  pafljports, 
put  inct)  ydur  hands  by  monfieur  Sparr;  your  laft, 
the  FrMcdt  |)aper5,  by  monfieur  Kuvigni,  containing 

the 
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the  realbns  of  the  moft  chriftian  king's  refufiog  thofe 
paflports  mfifted  upon  here  in  the  paflports  of  France. 
I  have  communicated  both  to  the  penlioner,  who» 
as  to  the  firft,  remarked  upon  them  the  opinion  of  the 
claufe  for  liberty  of  couriers,  and  that  of  the  paflpora 
themfelves  expe£ted  for  the  duke  of  Lorrain  among 
their  allies.-  He  concluded,  both  were  done  by  concert 
with  France;  and  f^d,  he  did  not  believe  they  could 
be  accepted  in  this  form  ;  but  would  acquaint  the 
States  with  it,  and  give  me  their  anfwer.  Heobierved 
afterwards  the  date  of  them,  and  finding  it  old,  he 
told  me  upon  it,  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  court 
of  Sweden  had  changed  their  mind  upon  this  matter 
lince  that  time;  that  by  the  letters  laft  week  from 
Stockholm,  monfieur  Romph,  the  States  minifter 
there,  had  aflfured  them,  that  the  court  was  refolved 
to  expedite  the  paflcs  in  the  very  fame  form  with  that 
asreed  upon  by  the  confederates ;  and  were  abibluiely 
of  opinion,  that  the  claufe  for  liberty  of  couriers  was 
neceflary,  and  particularly  fo  to  themfel ves.  And  the 
penfioner  feemed  to  believe  that  this  matter,  and  the 
difpatch  of  the  two  plenipotentiaries  from  Sweden, 
would  foon  be  made,  either  by  a  Dutch  veflel  from 
Gottenburgh,  or  by  a  frigate  to  be  fent  from  hence  to 
that  purpofe. 

As  to  monfieur  Ruvjgni's  paper,  he  told  me,  it  was 
a  bufinefs  of  that  importance,  the  congrefs  depending 
wholly  upon  it,  that  he  would  not  advance  his  own 
Opinion  without  firft  knowing  that  of  his  mafters:  that 
an  anfwer  had  been  made  to  my  laft  memorial  upon 
this  fubjefl,  which  (hould  have  been  in  my  hands  before 
this  poft,  but  confiding  chiefly  in  the  due  acknowledg- 
ments of  his  majefty's  offices,  and  tepdated  inftances 
to  France  for  removing  thefe  difficulties,  be  thought 
now,  chat  I  acquainted  him  with  the  fuccefs,  that  it 
would  be  fit  to  enlarge  it,  but  promifed  to  take  care 
that  I  ihould  be  pofl^ed  of  it  by  next  ordinary. 

For 
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For  my  own  part,  I  will  eonfefs  to  you,  tfiat  I  thinlt 
tnonfieur  Ruvigni's  paper  a  thing  as  ftrongly  and  as 
well  reafoned,  as  I  have  ieen  any ;  and  that  I  cannot 
but  chink  they  have  right  in  what  concerns*  the  point 
of  the  couriers,  fincc  the  prejudice  10  the  confederates 
from  that  liberty  cannot  be,  in  any  kind,  equal  with 
that  of  France  ufing  it  ill ;  and  the  inftances  of  what 
pafled  at  Coiogn  and  Aix  la  Chapelle  are  fo  pertinent, 
that  I  do  not  lee  how  they  can  be  difputed  ;  efpecially 
upon  the  offer  of  free  paffage  between  Nimeguen  and 
Bruflels.  A21  that  (licks,  in  my  opinion,  is  thepreju^ 
dice  that  France  and  Sweden  will  receive  by  the  want 
of  allowed  intercourfe  with  their  minifters  :  but  of  this 
they  are  themfelves  the  beft  judges. 

As  to  the  point  of  Lorrain,  I  ihould  likewife  think 

the  paper  had  reafon  too,  if  they  grounded  their  title 

to  Lorrain  upon  conque^,  which  is  a  very  common 

right  in  the  world,  and  univerfally  allowed,  when,  at 

•leaft,  confirmed  by  time.     But,  in  cafe  that  treaty  of 

1662  were  attended  with  all  thofe  circumftances  which 

<the  penfiener,  as  well  as  moniieur  Serinchamps,  have 

•  deduced  to  me  upon  this  occafion,  I  doubt  whether  it 

will  bear  fo  much  weight.     But  at  this  I  can  offer  no 

judgment  without  knowing  the  matter  from  that  fide 

as  well  as  this,   which  I  Ihould  be  very  glad  to  do, 

that  I  might,  if  there  be  occafion,  be  better  able  to 

argue  it  with  them  here. 

By  what  I  can  difcove^  at  firfl:  by  difcourfes  among 
them  upon  this  fubje^,  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  both 
the  prince  and  the  States  would  be  content  to  leave 
this  matter  wholly  to  be  governed  by  his  majefty,  and 
make  him  an  arbiter  in  it,  as  well  as  a  mediator,  in 
cafe  France  would  do  the  fame.  But  I  doubt  whe- 
ther they  fit  foloofe  from  their  allies,  as  to  divide  from 
them  in  it;  or  whether  the  feveral  minifters  of  the 
confe4erates  here  will  make  fuch  a  pace  upon  fo  im- 
portant an  affair^  without  new  and  precife  .orders  from 
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their  tnafters.  However,  I  (hoiild  be  very  glad  to 
know.,  for  my  government  hereafter  upon  this  or  the 
like  occalions,  whether  his  majefty  would  be  content 
to  have  fuch  offers  made  him,  or  rather  declined,  in 
their  firft  rife  ?  I  know  the  ufe  of  them  might  intro- 
duce a  very  great  authprity  to  his  mediation  in  the 
courfe  of  the  treaty,  and  in  points,  perhaps,  of  greater 
moment  than  this.  But,  whether  his  majeily  would 
willingly  charge  himfelf  with  abfolute  decifions,  and 
pafs  over  the  refpefts  of  difplcafing  the  parties,  who 
might  think  themfelves  aggrieved  by  them,  is  what  I 
know  not.  But,  perhaps,  it  is  not  unneceflfary  for  me 
€0  have,  at  leaft,  fome  hint  of  bis  majefty's  difpofi« 
tions  in  fuch  cafes,  if  they  fliould  fall  in  my  way. 

I  leave  the  current  news  to  my  fecretary,  as  you 
pleafe  to  give  me  leave ;  but  will  add  to  it  what  I  hear 
juft  now,  that  the  match  will  be  made  in  all  appearance 
between  the  duke  of  Lorrain  and  the  qu^n  dowager 
of  Poland,  Spain  having  given  their  confent  to  it ;  and, 
1  believe,  it  is  not  without  fome  eye  upon  the  difficul- 
ties that,  they  fay,  the  prefent  king  of  Poland  is  lik^ 
to  meet  with  in  his  intended  coronation.  1  am  ever. 
Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant. 

■     To  Sir  Jofepb  WiUiamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  Feb.  25,  N.S.  1676. 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  both  yours  of 

the  8th  and  the  nth,  fince  my  laft  of- this  day 
fe*nnight.  I  find  both  refer  me  to  the  further  notices 
you  expeft  out  of  France,  concerning  the  difficulties 
at  prefent  depending  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  congrefs ; 
and  I  can,  as  yet,  give  you  as  little  light  from  hence. 
The  penfioner  fent  me  excufes  this  morning,  that  the 
anfwer  intended  by  the  States  to  my  laft  memorial, 
and  to  the  reafons  contained  in  monfieur  Ruvigni*s 
paper,  could  not  yet  be  ready,  by  reafon  of  monfieur 
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de  Lyra's  abience,  without  whoie  communication,  as 
minifter  to  the  chief  of  their  allies,  they  CQuld  not 
agree  upon  any  relblution  which  concerned  the  union 
in  ceneraL 

I  fent  him  the  paper  put  into  your  hands  by  the 
Swediih  ambaflador,  and  dcfired  upon  it,  that  the 
pafiports  of  this  Statfc  might  be  delivered  to  the  Swedifh 
tnuufter  here.  The  pcnfioncr  returned  me  aiifwcr, 
that  he  would  move  it  to  the  States  \  but  doubted,* 
that  it  could  not  be  till  the  form  of  pafiports  were 
asreed  on  both  iides,  which  ought  to  be  the  fame  to 
aU  parties.  The  fhort  of  the  matter  is  this  :  f'rance 
refujes  the  liberty  of  couriers,  becaufe  they  will  not 
open  their  country  to  their  enemies.  Denmark  makes 
the  fame  difficulties,  and  for  the  fam^  reafons.  Sweden, 
for  the  contraiy,  defires  the  liberty  of  couriers  between 
them  and  the  confederates :  but  thefe  are  refolved  to 
aUow  nothing  to  Sweden  in  this  point,  but  what  France 
ihall  allow  to  Spain :  and  they  are,  for  aught  I  fee, 
upon  the  whole,  very  indifferent  whether  the  thing  be 
agreed  one  way  or  other,  fb  it  may  be  general  to  all 
the  parties. 

In  the  cafe  you  fay  had  been  propoied  to  you  by 
Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  of  what  may  happen  to  the  do« 
mefticks  of  the  French  ambaflador,  it  the  treaty  (hould 
not  proceed,  I  fhould  have  thought  myfelf  obliged 
to  proteft  them  (even  without  receiving  his  majcf^ 
orders)  to  the  utmoft  of  niy  credit  here  ^  and  I  q ue(Kon 
not  but  that  would  lerve  fuch  a  turn  as  thiis,  if  ther^ 
were  occafion-,  and  therefore,  I  thinjc,  hi«  majefty 
may  be  at  eafe  on  that  fide. 

I  am  very  well  content  to  have  litde  at  this  time 
to  trouble  you  with,  either  from  your  own  lerters,  or, 
any  thing  elfe  that.pafles  here,  having  been  now  for 
four  days  confined  to  my  chamber  by  a  very  painful 
illnefi,  which  has  much  indiipofedcie  for  this  kiml  o£ 
exercife.    I  am  ever,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

Vol.  IV.  N  ?> 
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To  Sir  Jofeph  JFilliamJbn. 

S  f  R,  Hague,  Feb.  2B,  .N.  S.  167^. 

^T^HIS  morning  I  received  the  honour  of  yours 
*  of  the  15th,  with  an  account  of  his  majefty'? 
firft  thoughts  upon  mine  of  the  1 8th,.  by  which  I 
ihall  govern  myfelf  for  the  difcouraging  any  propofi- 
tions  of  that  kind  arifirt^here,  either  in  this  matter  of 
Lorrain,  or  others,  unlefs  I  receive  new'  dircftions. 
The  common  belief  here  at  this  prefent  is,  that  France 
will  not  infift  fo  far  upon  the  difficulties  raifed  in  the 
Lorrain  paflports,  as  to  break  the  congrefs  upon  it ; 
efpecially  fmce  Sweden  is  refolved  to  break  from  them 
in  it.  On  this  fide,  they  make  no  haftc  to  gh^c  mc 
any  anfwer  upon  the  reafons  of-  France  reprefented  to 
them  on  that  fubjeft,  pretending  ftill  the  abfence  of 
don  Emanuel  de  Lyra.  Butyefterday  monficur  Serin- 
champs  fliewed  me  a  letter  from  his  mafter,  where  he 
faid,  he  was  fure  he  fhould  not  be  abaridoned.  by  the 
empire  nor  Spain  in  this  point ;  and  that  they  would 
heither  be  brought  to  the  congrefs  without  the  allow- 
ance of  his  title,  nor  to  the  peace  without  the  rcfti- 
tution  of  liis  duchy.  There  was  a  greit  deal  in  it  ac^ 
knowledging  and  applauding  his  majefty*s  juftice  in 
the  offices  performed  upon  this  occafion  towards 
France ;  and  a  great  deal  more,  taxing  very  fharply 
the  procedure  erf  France  in  advancing  pretenfions  upon 
filch  a  treaty,  wherein,  he  faid,  were  tout es  fortes  de 
nullitis\  but  that  he  fliould  be  forry  to  be  pvit  upon 
ftiore  large  or  public  deduftions  o^  that  matter,  for 
the  fake  of  the  dead,  and  not  only  the  late  duke, 
but  thofe  minifters  of  France  who  were  the  inflxu- 
ments  in  that  treaty.  The  reafons  alledged  in  this 
letter  were  very  fhort,  and  upon  the  fame  heads  wth 
thofe  1  lent  you  formerly  from  monfieur  Serinchamps* 
feprefentation,  Hewould-not  give  me  a  copy  of  the 
3  letter. 
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letter,  faying,  his  mafter  had  fo  ordered  him,  and 
only  to  communicate  it  to  me ;  becaufe,  he  faid,  he 
would  not  be  oblige  a  des  repUques  en  un  terns  ou  les 
coups  iipie  feroient  plus  de  fcUfen  qlie  ceux  de  plume. 

The  truth  is^  the  Lorrain,  the  Brarideribufgh,  ind 
tbe  Dani(h  na&mftefs,  woj»ld  be  well  pkafedto  fee  the 
campaign  ^id  bdfore  the  congrefs  begins ;  '<kn/d  £o  are 
glad  to  i^creafe  all  the  difficultiies  lately  faUinirkii  But 
thefe  ftates  are  very  defirous  to  have  thd^'epngrefi 
formed,  and  p.refs  both  the  Spaniards  and  Ittip^iidi^ 
to  fend  their  plenipotendaries  to  Nimegufeni!  whether 
the  Frijnch  come  or  no,  fince  they  are  affuredvdiit  the 
Swedes  wiH.  They  pretend  by  it  to  thrp^^jthefelairft 
of  the* war  openly  upon  France ;  :but  .the  true  fpring 
cf  it  is,,  the.  hope  they  have  .that  fome;oy*itBres  of 
peace  may.arife  from  the  accidents /of.  the  new  in  tl* 
amrie<rf  the 'campaign-,  ahdtlut  they  may  ibc  much 
•better  improved  by  his  na^efty's  maiiation^  N^hen  H 
<x)ngrefs  is  on  foot^  than  by  any  private  ways  of  nw> 
ciation.  For  thefe  reafons  they  havef  refolved  ycftcroay 
4t  the  coDHhittee  of -fecret  affairs,  that  a  fr^ate  fhaU 
be  fcnt  a>vay  to  Gottenburgh,.  not  only  to  exchange  d]up 
pafrpQrt3  with  Sweden,  but  to^  bring. away  their  pleni- 
potentkd-ies,  who  will  be  ready  there,  as  the  SwediQx 
commifiaiy  here  afTures  them.  But  this  refohidon  is 
taken  with  jthe  condition  of  their  allies  confenting,  to 
which  jchey  are  in  hopes  of  inducing  them. 

The  prince  coming  to  me  this  morning  imihedialriy 
after!  roceived  your  letter,  I  told  his  highnefs  what 
you  encharged  me  from  his  majefly,  concerning  his 
tofwer  tQ  the  eleftor*  palatine,  which  the  .prince  was 
very  much  pjeafed  with ;  and  defired  me,  of  himfelf, 
to  acquaint  both  the  States  and  the  allies  with  it,  ^ 
■a  made  of  his  majeily*s  juftice  in  the  mediation ;  which 
I  ihikU  do  to-morrow,  diough  I  have  not  yet  ftirred 
out  of  my  chamber,  .and  write  in  pain.  1  am  ever, 
Stti  your,  j&c. 

N  2  U 
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To  the  King. 

Hague,  March  j,  N/  S.  i6y6. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
T  T  P  O  N  an  occafion  given  me  by  my  terd  treafura-^ 
*^  in  a  daufe  of  a  late  letter,  mentioning  a  difpatch 
of  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvitis  hither,  I  thought  fit  l^  Ms 
lordfliip^s  hand  to  give  your  majefty  the  foUeft  account 
I  could  of  the  prince  of  Orange's  difpofitions  and  in^ 
tentions  in  this  great  Conjun^hue. 

I  4u^^  fince  found,  by  difcourfe  with  Sir  Gabriel 
Sylvius,  that  your  majeftv  thought  his  highnefs  might 
be  macte-nnort  fenfible  oi  the  ufa^  he  has  tcceived, 
^d  otight  to  expe£b  from  %)ain,  in  thb  confederacy. 
I  did  not  forget,  among  other  things  wherein  your 
majefty  inftniAed  me,  to  fay  a  great  deal  to  him  upon 
this  fuUed.  He  ftill  anfwered  me,  that  he  knew 
more  of  this  than  I  could  tell  him  v  that  it  had  gone 
fo  far  in  what  concerned  his  perfonal  interefts  with  that 
crown,  as  to  make  him  teU  the  duke  de  Villa  Hcr- 
mofa  laft  campaign,  that  he  took  this  manner  of  treat- 
ineht  from  Spain  as  a  gt^at  honour  to  4um ;  for,  he 
'  was  very  fure,  at  a  time  wherein  the  kaft  ftep  he  fhould 
make  awry  was  of  fo  great  Ixwttrtic  ^  Chat  crown, 
they  would  not  yfe  him  fo,  if  they  did  it6t  think  him 
a  man  of  too  much  honour  to  jprefer  his  own  refent- 
tnents  before  .the  public  interefts  he  was  engag^  in. 
And  he  added  upon  it,  that  they  knew  him,  for  be 
ihould  not  do  it. 

Upon  another  difcourfe  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria*s 
depending  fo  much  upon  his  highnefs's  own  diipofi- 
tions,  ramer  than  thofe  of  the  States,  in  the  purfiiit 
of  their  prefent  alliances,  his  highnefs  told  me  a  par* 
ticular  I  had  never  heard  before  ^  which  was^  that  ote 
part  of  his  oath  as  Stadtholder  was,  to  take  the  care 
fiS  keeping  the  States  to  the  obfervation  of  their  trte- 
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tes,  which  he  was  refolved  to  do  to  the  beft  of.  hi$ 
power. 

l.aft  Friday  his  highjiers,  coming  lo  me  upon  an 
illnefs  that  kept  me  in  my  ch^nber,  told  me  all  that 
had  pafled  between  him  and  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius  upon 
the  fubjed  of  the  peace ;  which  all  ended  in  this ;  that 
your  majeily  defired  a  good  peace,  and  that  his  high- 
tick  defircd  nothing  more  than  a  good  one,  but  not 
dn  ill  one ;  which,  on  the  contrary,  he  would  hinder 
if  he  could  That  all  the  queition  was,  what  was  a 
good  peace  ?  and  upon  that,  had  defired  of  Sir  Gabriel 
Sylvius,  as  he  had  before  done  of  me,  to  know  your 
majefty^s  mind,  and  upon  what  terms  you  defined  or 
thoup;ht  fit  the  peace  fiiould  be  made :  that  STr  Gabriel 
Sylvius  had  anlwered,  you  had  given  him  no  comn^£> 
fion  to  give  that  fcheme,  and  would  reierve  yourfelf 
till  the  treaty.  Upon  which  his  highneis  had  replied, 
that  then,  for  his  part,  he  would  neither  help  nor 
hinder  the  pestce :  mat  it  would  be  made  when  one  of 
the  parties  were  beaten  out  of  the  field,  but  not  ull  then- ; 
unlrfs  yoiir  majefty  would  declare  to  all  the  parties 
upon  what  tenns  you  thought  fit  and  defired  to  make 
it  •,  and,  in  this  cafe,  it  would  be  done  in  a  week.     ^ 

I  tell  your  majefiy  this,  that  for  your  better  light 
you  may  conipare  it  with  the  notes  you  receive  upon 
this  matter  from  SirGabriel  Sylvius^  andthereby  know; 
whether  the  prince*s  difcourfes  are  different  to  different 
perfbns,  which  I  believe  they  are  not,  however  they  may 
oe  reprefented.  And,  I  am  confident,  no  reafonings 
can  remove  him  from  tbHe  intentions  I  have  always 
given  your  inajeftv  an  ace  ^unt  of,  unlefs  the  future. 
events  of  the  war,  or  new  revolutions  in  the  confe-r 
dcracy,  fhould  infpire  him  with  new  thought*;,  or  in*. 
volve  him  in  new  neceffities. 

The  prince,  in  his  laft  vifit  to  me,  told  m^?,  he 
believed  one  great  part  of  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius's  errand 
Ijitjicr  was  come  gut  the  other  day.  That  he  had  fallen 
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into  difcourfe  of  the  ill  ppfturc  of  the  Englifh  forces 
here ;  the  neceffity  of  a  perfon  of  quality  bein^  at 
the  head  of  them  -,  and  my  lord  Oflbry*s  defire  to  terve 
him  in  that  charge.  That,  upon  the  prince's  agree- 
ing  in  thofe  points,  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius  pulled  out  a 
letter,  and  faid,  it  was  one  he  had  thought  of  writing  to 
my  lord  Arlington  upon  that  fubjeft,  if  the  prince 
approved  it :  that  he  read  it  to  his  highnefs,  who  faid, 
he  thought  it  was  well  j  and  that  he  might  fend  it,  if 
he  would.  The  prince  told  me,  he  obferved  the  paper 
was  fo  worn  in  the  creafes,  that  he  knew  it  was  a  thing 
brought  out  of  Englard,  and  not  written  here,  as  Sir 
Gabriel  Sylvius  pretended ;  and  believed^  it  was  not 
onjy  to  go  to  my  lord  Arlington,  but  that  it  came 
from  him  too :  that  he  believed  it  was  not  a  thing 
your  majefty  knew  of  j  and  obferved  a.  claufe  in  it, 
Ivhich  he  thought  was  put  in  on  purpofe  to  ingratiate 
'4t  to  your  majefty,  though  he  had  taken  no  notice  of 
it  to  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius. 

I  took  this  occafion  to  tell  his  highnefs,  that  your 
majefly  had  talked  with  me,  when  I  was  laft  in  Eng- 
land, of  that  point,  as  of  a  thing  you  would  be  glad 
of,  and  that  might  be  provided  for  by  private  concert 
between  your  majefty  and  his  highnefs,  upon  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  treaty  you  intended  of  a  nearer  alliance 
with  this  State,  immediately  after  the  general  peace ; 
which  his  highnefs,  I  find,  thinks  will  be  die  proper 
time  for  it  j  as  I  remember  your  majefty  thought  too, 
when  you  difcourfed  it  to  me.  I  did  not  find  any  re- 
fleftions  or  difpofitions  in  the  prince  different  from 
what  your  majefty  has  reafon  to  delire  them  upon  this 
occafion  •,  and  doubt  not  of  feeing  all  other  meafures 
eafy  between  you,  in  cafe  yourmajefly  can  have  fo  much 
credit  with  France,  or  fo  much  good  fortune,  as  to  help 
him  out  of  this  war  with  fome  honour  and  fatisfaftion. 

Your  majefty  will  pleafe  to  ufe  this  matter  as  a 
piece  of  coniidenct  from  the  prince  to  me  >  though  I 
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thought  it  fit  to  be  told  your  majefly^  becaufc  I  re- 
member how  averfe  you  were  laft  fummer  from  fufFer- 
'  ing  my  lord  Oflbry  to  come  over  during  the  war ;  and 
I  thought  you  might  be  engaged  in  what  you  had  no 
mind  to,  upon  the  prince's  feeming  to  prefs  you  with 
a  circumltance  of  a  new  ftrain,  or  elfe  be  troubled  to 
fefufc  what  he  feemed  fo  much  to  defire.  Whereas 
the  thing  has  rifen  wholly  in  England,  and  not  here, 
as  will  be  reprefented  to  you  j  fo  that  the  matter  is  in 
your  majefty  to  do  jufl:  as  you  pleafe,  without  any 
danger  of  difobliging  the  prince,  who  is  but  paffivjc  in 
it.  And  for  that  circumftance,  which,  I  fuppofe,  in^ 
tended  to  value  fome  body  or  other,  by  the  fliew  of 
extraordinary  confidence,  and  to  introduce  fome  more 
private  negotiations  ;  it  is  a  fruit  that,  I  doubt,  is  not 
yet  in  feafon  to  be  handled,  jDor  will  before  the  ge- 
neral peace  is  made,  which  muft  make  way  for  all 
nearer  meafures  between  your  majefly  and  the  prince ; 
and  I  am  the  more  of  this  opinion^  becaufe,  I  remem- 
ber, it  was  abfolutely  your  majefty's  when  I  left  you. 
I  humbly  beg  your  majeft/s  pardon  for  this  trouble, 
and  your  acceptance  of  that  true  and  paffionate  de-^ 
votion  wherewith  I  am,  and  fhallbeever,  your  majefly'jp 
mQ&  loyal,  and  moll  obedient  fubjeft  and  fervant. 

To  Sir  Jo/epA  William/on. 

SIR;  Hague,  March  10,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  22d,  and  in  it 
••  the  fignifications  of  his  majcfty's  further  and  more 
f«folved  pleafure  concerning  what  might  be  oiffered  on 
this  fide  towards  his  majefty's  arbitrage  upon  differ- 
ences fallen,  or  like  to  fall  in,  b-tween  the  parties. 
And  by  thefe  orders  I  Ihal}  wholly  govern  myfelf  in 
that  matter  as  it  occurs. 

I  received  likewife  in  your  inclofure  new  paflports 
/or  the  Spanifli  i^cnipotentiaries,  againft  which  I  do 
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not  think  there  ^11  lie  any  exception  5  fo  that,  if  thoie 
for  Lorrain  were  as  forward,  the  congrefs  would  fooA 
begin.  But  upon  that  point,  I  fuppofe,  I  may  thii 
poft  fend  jrou  the  States  tnfwcr  to  monfieur  Ruvigni"s 
paper,  which  was  agreed  on  at  don  Emanuel's  return ; 
and  the  penfioner  afiured  me  this  morning,  it  fhould 
be  put  into  my  hands  before  the  doling  of  this  pacque^ 
Yefterdity  thcjprince  came  to  me,  and  told  me,  he 
came  from  a  conference  they  had  with  their  allies,  upon 
a  letter  from  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen,  with  the  C3t- 
pedient  his  majefly  had  difirourfed  c^  both  to  him  and 
don  Pedro  de  Ronquillo.  His  htghnefs  told  me, 
that  for  himfelf  and  the  States,  they  would  willingly 
fall  in  with  whatever  his  majefty  fhould  propofe ;  but, 
to  tell  me  plainly,  there  was  not  one  minifter  of  any 
of  their  allies  that  liked  it  in  any  kind.  The  Impe- 
rialifb  and  Spaniards  faid,  modefUy,  at  the  conference, 
that  it  was  a  thing  wholly  new,  and  therefore  excufed 
themlclves  from  faving  any  thing  to  it  without 
orders  from  their  maltcrs.  The  Danilh  and  Branden- 
burgh  faid  the  fame  5  but  added,  they  were  fure  their 
mafters  would  not  confent  to  it:  that  nothing  could 
touch  their  iovereignties  nearer,  than  that  another 
prince  fhould  give  liberty  to  their  cnenues  to  pafs 
through  their  countries*  But,  belides  diefe  arguments, 
his  highnefs  told  me,  that  th^  all  concluded,  that  by 
it  France  would  certsdnly  gain  tiieir  point,  after  havii^ 
publickly  laid  a  claim  to  Lorrain^  ^and  thereupon  re- 
fufed  to  give  the  flyle  of  duke.  I  only  tcU  yoa  thefc 
as  the  prince's  difcourfes  \  for  not  having  received  any 
orders  to  propofe  the  matter  here,  I  have  neither  done 
it,  nor  can  charge  mylelf  with  giving  any  anfwer  tp  it 
from  the  States :  but  the  penfioner  told  me  thb  ipbm- 
ing,  that  would  be  done  to-iught  hy  letters  p  mpni- 
fieur  Van  Beuning^n.  Atthefametunehedcuredme 
from  the  States,  to  know  fronitmonficur  Sylvercroone, 
the  Swcdifh  commiffiry  here  (who  h#s  much  preflM 
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both  them  $uid  me  for  the  diipatch  of  thdr  paflports) 
whether  he  defired  the  exchange  of  them  lepstfattly, 
and  bdfone  that  of  the  French  paflpoits  were  cdncluded, 
or  no :  for  if  he  did,  both  tne  States  and  their  allies 
v/ere  very  likely  to  confent  to  it.  I  defiled  to  be  ex« 
cuied  mm  performing  this  office;  for,  his  majefty 
having  undertaken  the  mediation  cf  a  general  peaces 
I  took  myfelf  to  be  encharged  with  all  offices  that  any 
way  tended  towards  it;  but  with  none  that  were  aimed 
at  amr  feparate  meafiires  between  the  pardes ;  and 
therefore  would  not  meddle,  without  his  m^efty's 
Orders,  in  any  feparate  concert  or  exchange  of  paflports 
between  them  and  Sweden* 

The  penfioner  feemed  a  little  lurprized,  but  faid^ 
he  would  fpeak  with  monficur  Sylvercroone  himfelf 
about  it,  fmce  I  did  not  think  it,  as  the  States  h»l 
done,  to  be  properly  the  part  of  a  mediator.  The 
thin^  was  fudden  •,  and  this  occurred  to  me,  at  the 
preloit,  as  moft  agreeable  to  what  I  conceived  of  his 
majel^s  icojpe  and  general  ienfe  in  the  draught  of 
thofe  inftruftions  brought  over  bv  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins: 
However,  I  fliould  be  ghd  to  know  whether  it  be 
what  his  ma^efty  approves  of,  that  I  may  have  the 
more  light  tor  my  tuture  govemment. 

I  conununicateid  to  the  penfioner  the  commifConerl 
paper  concerning  revifions,  and  his  majefty's  orderi 
to  me  ufK>n  it.  The  penfioner  told  me,  he  was  tlos 
night  going  out  of  town  towards  the  Skinckfconci^ 
but  would  communicate  it  to  the  States  immediately 
upon  his  return.  In  the  mean  time  he  would  freely 
tell  me  hb  thoughts  upon  it ;  which  were,  that  fmce 
a  treatv  had  been  concluded  with  thofe  words,  and 
ratified  by  the  States,  upon  afTurance  dven  them  bf 
their  ambaflador,  and  trom  you  (as  he  pretended) 
diat  the  intention  was  not  to  have  the  old  way  of  revi- 
fion  altered,  and  brought  before  the  States ;  and, 
though  it  was  a  thing  contrary  to  the  coqftitutions  of 
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their  government,  yet^  fincc  his  majefty  prefled  thcoi 
ta  italic  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  done,  rather  than 
break  the  words  of  a  treaty  concluded.  That  he 
was  likcwife  of  opinion^  it  fliould  be  made  of  as  littfc 
cxpcnce  as  any  other  matters  of  that  kind  are  fubjedt 
V  to  nerc;  But  to  make  it  without  any  expence,  as  was 
propofed^  or  falary,  either  to  the  revifors,  or  perfons 
fommoned  from  the  relpeftive  ^cfaiirakies,  was  a  thing 
wholly  contrary  to  the  orders  of  their  State  ^  and  they 
could  not  be  prefled  to  change  them,  when  no  treaty 
obliged  them  to  it. 

I  went  to  wait  upon  the  prince  this  morning,  upon 
liis  journey  to  Gelderland,  oeing  the  firft  time  I  have 
done  it  fince  my  illnefs.  His  nighnefs's  journey,  as 
well  as  the  penfioner's,  is  chiefly  intended  for  viewing 
theSkipckiconce  (the  delivery  of  it  to  the  States  being 
ahfolutely  agreed  with  the  duke  of  Brandenburgh) 
ztA  for  refoiving  whether  it  will  be  neceflary  to  con- 
tinue this^  fort,  or  to  build  another,  and  thereby  en- 
deavovu-  to  chsinge  the  courft  of  the  Rhine,  which  is 
Igrown  of  late  to  throw  fo  much  of  its  water  into  the 
^aal,  as  to  fpoil  the  channel  both  of  the  old  Rhine 
and  the  Yflel,  which  they  think  is  neceflary  to  be 
jcmedied.  Another  reaion  of  the  prince's  journey 
was,  an  interview  agreed  with  the  marquis  de  Grana 
at  Cleve  v  but  he  has  been  now  here  three  days  with 
the  prince,  is  gone  this  afternoon  to  Bruflfels,  and, 
having  fpoke  with  the  duke  de  Villa  Hermofa,  will 
xcturn  hither  to  meet  the  prince,  when  he  comes  back 
from  his  journey,  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  next.  His 
bufinefs  is,  to  concert  the  manner  of  carrying  on  this 
xrampaign  on  all  hands.  He  has  made  me  two  vifits 
fince  his  being  in  town,  difcourfcd  much  of  his  mafl:er's 
defires  of  peace,  and  would  have  a  declaration  of  the 
contrary  in  France,  from  the  difficulties  raifed  by  this 
new  pretence  to  Iiorrain  \  and  fpeaks  very  broad  of 
their  condufl  in  this  matter,  a*?,  indeed,  all  the  reft: 

of 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  King  J  tie  Prince  of  Orange  y  &c,     187 

of  the  cpnfederates  are  apt  to  do  upon  all  occafions* 
I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

ro  Sir  Jofeph  William/on. 

SIR,  Hague,  March  17,  N.  S.  1676. 

SINCE  my  laft  of  the  loth  I  have  had  nothing  to 
trouble  you  with  from  hence  -,  the  prince  and  the 
penfioner  having  been  both  out  of  town  till  laft  night. 
I  am  forry  mine  was  not  come  to  your  hands  before 
the  dilpatch  of  yours  of  the  29th  paft,  by  which  I 
received  orders  to  propofe  to  the  States,  in  his  majefty's 
name,  the  expedient  that  caine  to  diem  laft  week 
from  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen,  who  has,  I  prefume, 
before  this  time  given  you  an  account  of  its  reception 
here  i  at  kaft,  what  I  writ  you  from  the  prince's  own 
difcourfes  will  have  given  you  light  into  that  matter. 
I  went  to  his  highnels .  this  morning,  immediately 
upon  receipt  of  yours,  and  acquainted  him  with  the 
orders  it  brought  me.  He  told  me,  that  I  knew  beft 
what  I  had  to  do  -,  )^\st  if  he  might  advife  me,  I  fhould 
defer  making  the  propofition  to  the  States,  till  the 
next  pacquet  from  Englan 3 ;  before  which  his  m^efty 
would  find,  by  the  penfioner's  anfwer  to  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen,  what  reception  that  was  like  to  meet  with : 
and  for  his  highnefs*s  part,  he  fhould  be  forry  to  fee 
his  majefty's  name  engaged,  formally,  in  a  matter 
that  would  be  refufed.  I  argued  this  point  as  far  as 
I  was  able,  as  to  the  fairnels  and  indifFerency  on  all 
fides,  and  prejudice  it  would  bring  to  none.  The 
prince  grounded  all  the  difficulties  upon  the  allies ; 
who,  he  faid,  were  unanimous  in  declining  it,  and 
Ibmc  with  ftiarpnels,  though  others  with  coldnefs,  but 
fuch  as  looked  enough  like  refufal ;  for  he  had  never 
before,  at  any  of  their  conferences,  obferved  monfieur 
de  Lyra  to  avoid  concluding  one  way  or  other ;  or  to 
refer  himfelf  to  new  orders  from  Madrid^  as  he  did  in 
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dus.  The  prince  added,  that  he  would  not  judge 
i¥hat  reaibn  thofe  minifters  might  have,  that  pretended 
it  would  too  far  touch  their  prince's  fovercignty; 
but,  he  confefled,  he  thought  they  had  reafon  in  fay^ 
ing,  it  would  be  a  yielding  the  point  to  France,  at 
ieaft,  indireftly ;  and  that  it  might  have  been  done 
eafier  at  firil;  and  with  lefs  jpreju^ce  to  the  duke  of 
Lorrain,  before  France  had  pretended  a  right  to  that 
duchy.  His  highneis  had  heard,  by  thb  day's  ktters 
from  France,  that  the  moftchriftian  king  had  already 
confented  to  this  expedient,  and  to  the  liberty  of 
couriers,  provided  they  kept  their  ftraight  road&  I 
confefled  I  had  heard  the  fame  this  n)oming  by  mon- 
fieur  Sylvcrcroone*s  letters  from  the  iSwedim  minifter 
at  Paris ;  but  that  I  had  underftood  the  meaning  of 
that  court's  expedient  was,  that  the  other  pafles  fhould 
be  granted  reciprocal^  by  the  parties,  but  his  majeftv 
fhould  give  thofe  of  Lorrain  alone,  with  the  Frenca 
approbanon  and  enforcement  of  them.  His  highnefs 
replied,  that  could  lefs  be  done  than  the  other  \  for 
they  were  bound  by  treaty  to  procure  all  their  allies 
paflports  in  the  fame  form  witn  their  own ;  that  he 
believed  the  Sutes  would  not  part  fix)m  their  treaties  ; 
but  if  they  fhould  be  iiicfinecl  to  it,  he  was  bound  by 
his  oath,  las  Stadtholder,  to  keep  them  to  them :  and  \o 
he  was  fure  he  would  do,  as  far  as  he  was  able.  I  told 
his  highnefs,  that  upon  the  terms  this  matter  ftood, 
for  aught  I  faw,  the  congrefs  muft  break  \  and  it  was  ^ 
only  their  parts  to  confider  and  refolve,  whether  that 
imported  them  more  or  lefs  than  thefe  pun6Hlios» 
which  would  not  gain  or  lofe  an  inch  of  ground  upon 
the  treaty.  The  prince  replied,  it  was  no  punctilio, 
but  a  point  of  right  on  die  one  fide  or  the  other ;  an4 
that  his  majefty  ought  to  judge,  whether  they  had 
right  in  demanding  the  duke  of  Lomun's  title,  or. 
France  in  refufing  it ;  that  he  could  not  tell  whether' 
the  congrels  would  breaj^;  or  no,  which  depended 
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la^on  France :  but  there  were  many  here  (and  lie  was 
inM  of  them)  that  believed  they  would  have  yielded 
this  point  ell  Lm-rain,  in  France,  if  monfieur  Van 
Beumnghen  would  have  been  content  not  to  trouble 
his  head  about  finding  out  expedients  in  a  matter  that 
was  fo  plain ;  and  that  by  advices  out  of  France  lie 
had  reaifon  to  be  <^  this  opinion. 

This  was  the  fum  of  our  difcourles  this  morning; 
upon  all  which  I  have  relieved  to  defer  the  making  of 
this  propofition  to  the  States,  in  his  mqefty's  name, 
till  my  next  letters,  and  his  majelty^s  refoludon,  after 
he  is  acquainted  with  the  difpofidons  it  will  meet  with 
^here.  But  when  his  majefty  has  thefe  Ughts,  hewitt 
beft  judge  how  far  to  ^t^jafle  in  it;  and  upon  fignk* 
fication  of  his  pleafure,  maS  immediatelv  be  obey^ 

In  the  courle  of  this  matter  it  muft  oe  obferved^ 
that  feveral  of  the  confederates,  efpecially  Denmaik 
and  Brandenburgh,  are  glad  of  any  delays  fp  the  con- 

Srefs  till  this  campaign  ends  \  and  fo  improve  ^  ifid- 
ents  towards  that  end,  though  without  openly  ownii^ 
^that  difpofition.  The  unhappinefs  is,  that  France  lui$ 
mven  d^m  anoccafion,  which  the  Statesjoin  with  them 
m  efteeming  unreafbnable,  and  fo,  I  doubt,  will  not 
break  from  them  in  it  •,  which  they  would  certainly 
have  done,  in  thofe  of  another  nature,  as  they  lately 
did  when  Denmark  made  a  difficulty  of  granting  the 
Swedilh  paffports :  whereupon  the  States  ordered  their 
minifter  at  Copenhagen  .to  let  that  court  know, 
that,  if  they  fent  not  the  paflports  hither  within  fix 
weeks,  they  would  fend  mofe  of  this  Stattt  without 
them  •,  upon  which,  thofe  of  Denmark  were  immedi- 
ately difpatched  to  their  minifter  here.  And  nothii^ 
lias  contributed  more  to  the  States  refolution  of  feno- 
'  ing  a  ihip  to  Gottenbur^  for  the  Swedifii  plemfKi- 
tentiaries,  than  the  difficulties  made  by  the  Daniih 
^minifter  here  about  their  pafiing  by  land*  In  Ihort, 
this  State  grows  jealous  upon  the  difcovcry  of  any  de- 
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fi^  in  any  rf  their  allies,  to  contioue  the  war  viport 
advantages  of  their  own  wh^ein  this  ftate  h^  little 
concernment.     And  fuch  they  eftecm  all  the  preten- 
fions  on  foot,  except  that  of  iSpain,  in  fecuring  and 
enlar^g  the  frontier  of  Fl^crs^    Nor  has  f  rancd 
any  way  to  break  their  conftancy  ifi  purfuing  the  war, 
but  by  giving  the  tort  to  the  confederates,  of  delay- 
ii^  the  peace  (at  leaft  tiJL  the  fortune  of  arms  make  a    . 
dccifion  between  the  paroes).  •  Qn  the  other  fide;,  the 
allies  find  no  better  ways  to  aninr^ite  the  States,  than 
by  giving  the  Urt  to  France  of  declining  the  treaty ; 
which  they  have  niade  gpod.ufe  of  upon  this  di^cult^ 
lkltx>ut  Loriuiri..    And,  fop- nay  part,  I  am  at  an  end  erf 
xny  proip^f^  ia  this  mat^r^  add  all  my  pfe&nt  hopes 
of  ekber  peaoc  or  coi^efs  wiU  reach  no  farther  than 
fiUa  viamim)€ni€Ht.    I  amy*  Sir;  your,  &c. 

?  r^iJiV  Jof^pb  mUiamftm. 

SIR,  Hague,  March  20,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  one  from  you 
^  of  the  3d,  with  feveral  reafons  for  fvipporting  the 
Expedient  lately  tranfmitted  frorn  England  upon  the 
difficulties  in  the  Lorrain  pafTports.  Tiave  made  ufe 
cf  them  in  my  difcourfes  here,  to  prepare  the  way  for 
my  propofing  it ;  if  his  majefty  continues  in  that  mind, 
after  haying  received  the  anlwer  given  monfieur  Van 
"Beuninghen,  which  w^s  made  by  a  formal  refolution 
it  a  conference  between  the  States  and  their  allies.; 
and  containing,  firft,  the  profeffion  of  the  feveral  mi- 
niffers,  that  they  gould  conclude  nothing  in  it  without 
new  orders  from  their  maflers;  .and  then  their  own 
Opinion, ^that. it  could  not  be  accepted  by  them  :  end- 
ing in  this,  that  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  fhould  be 
*  written  to^  for  thefe  reafons,  to  decline  the  projeft  in 
the  befl:  and  mofl  decent  manner  he  could.  The  rea- 
fons Turge  upon  them  are  anfwered  with  great  modefty 
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by  thofe  of  the  govemnK^  here ;  iayipg,  that  if  the 
quarrel,  and  coni^quently  his  majefty's  snediatioAy 
lay  only  between  f  ranee  and  them,  this^  or  any  tflie 
that  his  majeily  propofed,  would  be  eafily  accepted  ; 
but  qui  a  cmpagnon  a  mapre  •»  and  fo  Jayir^  the  dif- 
ficulty whoUy  up9n  tjieir  allies,  who,  it  ^ms^  aro 
very  unanimQus  in  it.  Upon  what  I  find  heit  ef  ihiii 
nature  to  difcourage  nie  from  hazarding  his  xti^^/^&fi 
name  farther  without  pew  orders,  and  upon  xi^i^* 
ra^aph  of  your  ktter  which  tells  ine  that  all  you  had 
faid  upon  that  fubjed  w^  but  :your  pwn  rpaipningB, 
and  that  you  had  ijoc  .yet  had  the  occafion  ef  knoiving 
his  majefty'^mindiUpoinitf  wh^ch  youetped|ed  tc^do. 
9n  Sunday,  at  the  foreigp  cqir)niitcee ;  I  have  yet  die- 
ferred  my  propofal  of  it  '^rm^y  tQ  .the-  States,  » 
expe^ation.  of  th^Su|)4^y;5  lett^,  wid(;htareduCfta-i 
day,  whereas  yow  lall  can^Q  b^  y^fterday  tp  me.  . 

Yeikrday iQonileur;Sy)y§9:KK>iie,  the  Swodifli  C9m- 
oiiflary,  i'came  to  nae^^  9nd:^ye^  ni9  the  Jknowledg^  of 
what  had  palled  betwe^  ^im  and  rthe'penfjoner  con- 
cemi^the  5wcdifli  ptt%ftffs,  ^ia^iI.hadfttticiKtfed  my-: 
felf  wholly  from  ixkj^cU|Li{ig jyi  it.  The  States  fent  !9ae 
of  theirs  dirties  ^  the-cofpn^^aiy  to  lonow  whether 
he;  would  gii^  tl^f  o^  in  ymxvo^  an  aflb^ance,  that» 
upon  tlieir  fending  a  $i^  ^  their  pafifpovts  to  Got^ 
tenbuigh,  the  ^^gsrd^lvwbafladors  wouW  eomte  avay 
to  Nimegu^n.  And.  the.&fTurance  tfab  commiflary^ 
has  ^en  them  in  wist^ng ;  and  thereiipiln.  the  pen- 
fioner  made  him  confidently  hopt  the  thing  <^)f«n^  br 
done  5  and  told  him, .  thi^y  ;wouJd  have  :  a  xsinfercncc 
with  their  allies  upon  "k  yeftefd^ .  in  the  afttmoony 
but,  however:^  4ie  dtSs^i  me  d^y  dinner  la  main ;  ahd 
would  needs  havq  me  »pderftand  that  the»' was.  no^; 
thing  either  in  the  States  queftion,  or  hits  aofwer,  tbio 
made  any  mention  of  France,  or  of  any  .thing  in  it  fc- 
paratc  from  them.  But  that  he  looked  upon  the  diffi-r 
culties  about  Lorrain  pal^^rt J  as  lUceix)  he  cafily  far-< 
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mounted^  and  then  the  French  pfenipotendaiies  wouItS 
be  at  the  congrtfs  in  three  days ;  whefeas  theh-s  had 
ib  long  a  journey^  that  he  thoi^ht  it  was  fit  to  lofe  no 
ome.  I  again  excufed  myielf,  abfoliitely,  from  mak- 
ii^  any  pace  in  this  matter,  after  the  States  had  given 
me  reaton,  by  the  penfioner's  difcourfes,  to  believe 
they  underftood  it  as  a  meafure  ieparate  fnyn  France. 
Hefaidagreatdealtojuftifyhis  ownconduft,  which 
I  heard  coldly,  till  he  would  needs  know  my  opini<m 
of  it ;  mpon  which  I  told  him,  I  could  neither  com^ 
mand  nor  dUapprove  it  without  feeing  his  orders, 
which,  I  fuppoira,  he  would  not  Ihew  me ;  and  till 
be  dki,  I  ddtired  him  to  be  ccmtent  widiout  anv  opi« 
nion  of  mine  in  this  cale.  We  paifid  ^terwards  mxo 
more  ^neral  difcourfes  of  the  war,  and  the  peace ; 
by  which  I  feund  his  great  apprehenfions  or  the  ill 
pofture  thie  Swedifll  afikirs  may  fall  into  this  fummer, 
by  the  divifions  of  their  counfek  in  Sweden,  as  well 
as  the  ftref^th  of  their  enemies  abroad  \  and  that,  if 
France  could  not  he^  them  by  fleets  or  armies,  theif 
money  could  not  make  them  a  match  foe  ia  many 
confederates  as  they  had  to  deal  with :  that  they  had 
more  reaibn  to  pr^s  the  congrefs  dian  France ;  one 
bein^  b  much  ujpon  thelofing,  and  die  other  upon  the 
ffainme  hand  :  that  when  they  came  to  it,  they  would 
GO  noming  without  France,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be 
there  before  them ;  but,  he  believed,  they  (houM  ufe 
their  beft  offices  towards  inducing  France  to  a  treaty, 
which  was  of  {o  great  importance  to  Sweden,  that  he^ 
thought  the  French  mignt  do  fomething  for  an  ally 
that  had  fuflfered  (o  much  for  them. 

'This  I  take  to  be  the  fecret  of  this  interview,  which 
the  miniflers  here  are  fidlen  into  with  monfieur  Sylver- 
croone,  being  .grounded  upon  a  likenels  of  interefts 
and  difpofitions  towards  advancing  it,  whenever  the 
treaty  b^ins.  il  hear  befides,  from  fome  of  the  mi^ 
nifters  here^  that  there  is  a  private  article  in  the  laft 
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treaty  between  France  and  Sweden,  by  which  France 
has  obliged  themfelves  to  fee  the  Swedes  reftored  to 
all  they  might  lofe  by  this  war,  in  cafe  of  ill  fuccefles 
in  it  >  and  this,  they  think  herej  will  make  Sweden 
prefs  France  the  harder  upon  a  peace,  the  more  they 
grow  out  of  hopes  to  recover  by  arms  what  they  have 
already  loft :  which  makes  this  ftate  very  defirous  to 
bring  the  Swedes  to  the  place  of  congreCs,  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  they  efteem  the  two  ambaffadors  de- 
figned  from  Sweden  to  be.  of  the  party  that  was  no 
fnend  to  the  war.       \ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Daniih  minifter  here  has  made 
a  great  deal  of  noife  upon  the  penfioner's  entering  into 
conference  with  monfieur  Sylvercroone,  and  upon  the 
States  receiving  a  paper  from  him ;  which  they  re- 
fiifed  to  do  from  monfieur  Ehernfteyn  for  feveral 
months  before  he  went  away,  after  the  war  was  opened. 
The  conference  that  was  to  be  held  yefterday  upon 
this  matter  with  all  the  allies,  was  put  off  till  this  alter- 
noon  for  want  of  the  Brandenburgh  minifter,  who 
was  to  be  in  town  this  morning.  I  am  not  fure  I 
(hall  know,  before  the  clofurc  of  this  packet,  what 
the  rcfultwill  be ;  but,  by  what  I  can  make  of  the 
difpofidons  on  all  fides,  I  aai  apt  to  believe  the  thing 
will  be  agreed ;  the  Imperial  and  Spanilh  minifters 
falling  in  with  the  intentions  of  the  States  ^  and  the 
Danes  apprehending  to  give  them  too  much  je^loufy 
of  their  defigns  to  breSc,  or  at  leaft  defer  the  con- 
grels  till  this  campaign  ends.     I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c» 

To  Sir  Jo/epi  William/on. 

Svl  R,  H^;uey  March  24,  N.  S.  1676. 

Oll^^JE  my  laft  of  the  zpiYi  I  have  none  from 
^  you,  though  a  pacquet  be  come  in  •,  and  I  ex- 
pefted  frgm  your  laft  on  the  3d,  to  know  his  majeft/s 
mind  in  your  next,  concerning^  my  formal  propofing 
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the  late  expedient,  after  the  knowledge  given  you  of 
the  firft  reception  it  met  with  here.  I  have  been  fincc 
endeavouring,  all  I  could,  to  make  better  way  for  it, 
in  cafe  his  majefly  continue  his  pleafure  of  having  it 
done,  no^witliftanding  the  former  difcouragement.  I 
have  fince  talked  with  feveral  that  are  in  the  councils 
here,  as  well  as  with  the  penfioner,  upon  that  fubjeft, 
but  can  gain  no  ground  with  any  of  them.  After  all 
my  reafonings  with  the  penfloner,  and  telling  him 
the  orders  I  had  to  make  the  formal  propofition,  and 
defiring  him  to  give  a  hand  to  it,  as  the  only  way  left 
to  keep  up  any  appearance  of  the  congrefs,  he  told 
me,  that  he  could  not  undertake  to  fay  what  would 
be  the  States  mind,  but  he  had  very  good  prefump- 
tions  from  knowing  what  it  had  been;  for  though 
mine  would  be,  perhaps,  a  more  formal  way  of  pro- 
pofing  it,  yet  monfieur  Van  Beunii^hen's  was,  as  he 
has  writ  them,  itom  the  king's  own  mouth,  and  there- 
upon was  coniidered  and  debated  by  the  States,  and 
with  their  allies,  in  the  fame  manner  that  mine  would 
be-,  and  therefore  he  was  confident  it  could  have 
no  other  reception.  For  the  States,  he  faid,  they 
would  be  very  glad  to  receive  it^  or  any  other 
advance  towards  the  treaty ;  but  that  no  one  mmifter 
of  their  allies,  but  had  exprefled  a  diflike  to  it. 
The  emperor's  refident  had  faid,  that  befides  his 
tnafter,  he  would  engage  his  head,  it  would  be  refijfed 
by  the  princes  of  the  empire.  The  penfioner  added, 
that  befides  the  delays  or  new  orders,  to  which  they 
all  had  recourfe,  the  thing  would  be  reprefentcd  at 
the  feveral  courts  by  the  minifters  here,  who  were 
all  prejudiced  againft  it ;  and  I  might  iudge  what  was 
to  be  expefted  from  the  impreffions  they  were  like  to 

•.give:  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  States  to  break, 
from  their  allies  in  this  matter,  having  delay^fdfo  long 
the  treaty  at  Cologn  upon  the  point  of  Lorrain,  when 
they  were  in  fo  much  worfe  condition  ^n  now; 
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that  they  had  reafon  to  hope  his  majefty  would  pre- 
vail with  France,  in  a  point  wherein  he  had  always 
afliired  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  there  fhould  be  no 
difficulty.  He  offered  to  fend  me  feveral  of  monfieur 
Van  Beuninghen*s  letters  with  that  affurance ;  but  I 
told  him,  I  believed  eafilv  his  majefly  did  not  fore- 
fee  it,  and  was  furprized  with  it  when  it  came  firft  from 
France,  and  forry  to  meet  with  it.  But  the  cafe  was 
now  to  find  out  an  expedient,  fince  France  was  un- 
moveable  upon  the  offices  his  majefty  had  already  per- 
formed in  that  court ;  and  that  their  parts  were  to 
confider,  whether  the  congrefs  imported  them  fo  far 
as  to  pafs  over  fuch  forms  as  were  of  no  cohfequence 
at  all  to  the  fubftance  of  the  treaty ;  or  whether  they 
were  content  the  congrefs  fliould  abfolutely  break 
upon  them.  He  anfwered  nrte,  that  if  it  broke  on 
the  French  fide,  and  upon  a  point  fo  unjuft,  they  muft 
have  patience ;  that  he  law  very  well  France  would 
force  this  ftate  upon  thercfolutions  of  continuing  the 
war,  which  was  both  againft  their  mind  and  againft 
their  intereft  j  but  if  it  muft  be  fo,  and  Spain  would 
find  a  way  to  relieve  them  of  the  fubfidies  they  /paid 
abroad  •,  nous  ferons  bien  voir  a  la  France^  que  nous  ne 
fommes  pas  encore  bors  (Tbaleine,  I  tell  you  his  words, 
becaufe  they  are  of  a  flrain  that  I  had  never  heard 
from  the  penfioner  fince  my  coming  over,  all  his  dif- 
courfes  having  ufcd  to  carry  a  bent  to  the  peace,  and 
an  opinion  of  its  neceflity.  But  upon  this  occafion, 
and  fome  heat  it  gave  him,  he  told  me,  they  had  or- 
dered monfieur  Heniflcerke  to  make  the  propofition  at 
Madrid,  and  he  doubted  not  but  it  would  be  accepted 
if  ever,  the  galleons  arrived,  or  they  could  be 
perfuaded  in  Spain  to  cut  off^  all  penfions  for  three 
years. 

I  gave  you  a  hint  fome  time  fince  of  this  being 

upon  the  anvil  among  the  confederates,  but  did  not 

imagine  it  would  work  up  very  faft,  becaufe  I  fore- 

O  a  faw 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


i  96         Letters  of  Sir  William  temple 

faw  it  muft  draw  on  a,  guaranty  of  the  laft  conquefis 
upon  Sweden ;  but  that  will  not  need;  if  Spam  (hould 
be  able  to  pay  the  whole  prefent  fubfidies ;  and  I  per- 
ceive this  ftate  hath  now  a  prodjpeft  of  other  meauires 
with  Sweden  than  they  thought  of  at  that  time. 

I  have  reafoned  upon  this  expedient  likewife  with 
the  marquis  de  Grana,  upon  his  return  from  Bruflels, 
He  adds  one  thing  more  to  what  I  hear  agamft  it  from 
the  reft;  which  is,  by  afking  how  his  matter  the 
emperor  can  leave  fuch  a  difcontent  at  heart  of  a 
prince,  to  whom  he  hath  already  intrufted  a  great  part 
of  his  forces,  and  is  refolved  to  commit  the  charge  of 
his  whole  army  this  year,  in  cafe  any  difficulties  fhould 
happen  in  count  Montecuculi's  coming  to  command 
it.  I  believe  his  journey  hitherto  hath  had  effeft  upon 
the  hopes  of  the  confederates,  by  the  aflurance  he 
hath  given  them,  that  his  matter's  army  Ihall  be  in 
the  field  and  encamped  before  the  20th  of  April,  and 
ftronger  than  in  any  of  the  laft  campaigns.  What  I 
believed  of  the  conference  among  the  confederates 
held  at  the  time  of  my  writing  laft,  proved  true  -,  they 
agreed  upon  fending  their  paffports  and  a  ftiip  of  this 
ftate  /for  the  Swedifh  plenipotentiaries,  though  the 
Danifh  minifters  were  brought  to  it  a  reculons.  But  I 
find  here,  that  monfieur  Romp,  envoy  of  this  ftate 
at  Stockholm,  hath  not  only  allured  them,  that  they 
will  fend  their  plenipotentiaries  away  to  Nimeguen 
ypon  the  arrival  of  the  ftiip,  but  they  will  come  in- 
ftrufted  to  do  all  they  can  to  procure  a  fudden  gene- 
ral peace,  and  if  that  cannot  be  compofed,  to  make 
a  particular  peace  for  that  crown;  and  he  writes 
them  word,  that  a  refolurion  of  the  fenatc  is  already 
pafled  to  this  purpole.  Though  this  whole  matter 
pafleth  between  the  States  and  monfieur  Sylvercroone 
without  any  mention  of  France ;  and  he  gives  it  to 
me  a  very  good  turn,  of  only  haftening  the  delays 
neccffary  to  fo  long  a  journey ;   and  pretending  to 
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believe  thefc  difficulties  raifed  by  France  upon  the 
jnatterx)f  paflpoits,.  may  poflibly  have  been  occafioned, 
becaufe  they  would  not  come  to  the  congrefs  before 
the  Swedes  could  be  there ;  yet,  I  fee  plainly,  the 
States  reckon  upon  the  Swedes  coming  to  Nimegvien, 
though  the  difficulties  with  France  flhould  continue, 
and,  confequently,  that  there  will  be  a  congrefs  this 
fummer,  whether  the  French  plenipotentiaries  come 
to  it  or  no.  And  this  I  thought  fit  his  majefty  fhould 
have  eaxly  advice  of,  that  he  might  order  his  meafures 
accordingly,  in  cafe  it  fhould  happen,  and  confider 
how  far*  the  progrefi  of  fuch  a  matter  fhould  be  at- 
tended and  obferved  by  his  minifters,  and  whether 
with  any  endeavours,  either  public  or  private,  either 
of  afTifling  or  oppofirig  it. 

•The  emperor's  minifter  here  hath,  in  the  late  con- 
ferences among  the  confederates,  made  great  com- 
plaints of  Mr.  Skelton  having  received*  at  Norimberg 
the  orders  fent  him  to  make  a  halt  in  his  journey, 
had  notwithflanding  gone  afterwards  from  thence  to 
Ratifbone,  and  refolved  to  make  his  flay  there,  and 
had  fallen  into  many  fecret  conferences  with  a  French 
gentleman,  who  is  a  mioifler  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria 
there:  that  by  it  he  had  raifed  great  reflections, 
among  the  minifters  of  the  emperor  and  the  confede- 
rate princes,  cfpecially  upon  obfervation  that  many  of 
thefc  meetings  had  been  in  the  night,  or  elfe  at  places 
out  of  town,  that  feemed  chofen  exprefsly  for  the 
fccrccy  of  them.  The  States  anfwered  at  the  ccnfe- 
rcnce,  that  they  did  not  think  thefc  circumflances  of 
weight  to  be  taken  notice  of  to  his  majefty,  as  mon- 
fieur  Campricht  dcfired.  However,  both  the  prince 
and  pcnfioncr  told  me  of  it,  though  without  pretend- 
ing to  make  any  complaints  j  and  I  told  them  my  own 
bdief,  tliat  there  could  be  nothing  of  this  kind  by  any 
^nunifEpn  of  his  majefty's,  and  that  what  was,  might 
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be  only  perfonal  acquaintance  and  converTation  be- 
tween themfclves. 

Mr.  Meredith  told  you  laft  week  of  eight  fliips  of 
war  gone  out  of  the  Texel,  without  any  noife  of  their 
preparation  or  difpatch.  I  hear  certainly  they  are-^ 
twelve  or  fourteen,  and  commanded  by  one  Bringift 
(as  I  remember  his  name  is)  who  is  vice-admiral  of 
Friezland,  and  a  very  bold  man,  I  am  allured  of  a 
thoufand  land-men  aboard  ;  but  the  whole  hath  been 
carried  on  by  the  expence  of  the  admiralty  without 
any  fupply  from  the  State ;  and  with  fuch  fecrecy, 
that. I  cannot  poffibly  learn  upon  what  defign.  I  am. 
Sir,  your,  &c. 

I'o  the  King. 

Hague,  March  27,  N.  S.  1576. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

I  Received  by  the  laft  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Williamfon  the  knowledge  of  a  juftification  made 
him  by  a  Danilh  envoy  at  London,  of  the  Danifh 
envoy's  carriage  and  expreflions  here,  upon  the  pro- 
pofal  of  your  majefty's  late  expedient  tranfmitted  by 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen.  Bcfides  what  I  have  writ- 
ten upon  this  fubjeft  to  Mr.  Secretary,  I  could  not 
but  take  notice  of  a  proceeding  fo  difmgenuous,  as  to 
let  your  majefty  know,  that  the  prince,  telling  me 
how  that  propolal  was  received  by  the  allies,  added, 
that,  one  of  Uiem  faid,  among  other  warm  things, 
^^on  ne  fretendoit  pas  fe  tnettre  fous  le  tutele  du  Roj 
d*Jrtglet€7Te,  His  highnefs  faid,  he  would  not  tell 
ine  who  it  was  j  and  I  replied,  he  needed  not,  for  I 
)cnew  the  ftyle  too  well,  not  to  be  fure  it  was  monfieur 
Meyefcroon's ;  the  prince  confefled  it  was  fo,  but  de- . 
fired  me  not  to  fpcak  of  it  •,  I  do  it  now  only  to  your 
majefty,  and  that  your  majefty  may  fee  how  far  you 
may  rely  upon  the  difcow^s  of  fuch  foreign  minifters, 

who 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  King,  the  Prince  ff  Orange,  &c.     1 99 

who  fay  only  what  they  think  will  pleafe,  inftead  of 
what  they  know  is  true.  If  your  majefty  defireth  to 
make  any  farther  ufe  of  this  than  your  own  informa- 
tion, I  will  alk  the  prince  leave  to  tell  it ;  if  not,  I 
hope  your  majefly  will  manage  his  highnefs*s  credit  with 
his  allies,  and  mine  with  him ;  and  that  you  will  pleafe 
to  pardon  this  interruption  from.  Sir,  your  majefty's 
moft  loyal  and  moft  obedient  fubjeft  and  fervant. 

To  Mr.  Secretary  William/on. 

SIR,  Hague,  March  27,  N.  S.  1676. 

T>  Y  yours  of  the  29th  paft,  I  received  orderS  to 
^^  propofe  his  majefty's  late  expedient  formally  to 
this  ftate  \  but  upon  the  prince  of  Orange's  advice,  I 
gave  you  notice  of  my  deferring  it  till  his  majefty*s 
pleafure  were  known,  after  the  account  I  had  given 
of  its  reception  here  upon  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's 
tranfmitting  it  from  his  majefly's  own  mouth,  and  a 
formal  conference  between  the  States  and  all  their  allies 
upon  it.  By  yours  of  March  the  3d,  I  received  the 
notice  of  that  accouut  being  come  to  your  hand,  but 
was  referred  to  the  next  for  knowledge  of  his  majcft^s 
mind  upon  it,  after  the  producing  it  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing at  the  foreign  committee.  The  Tuefday's  poft 
after  that  brought  me  nothing  at  all  from  you,  but 
the  next  Friday's  poft  being  now  come  in,  brought 
me  yours  of  the  loth  current,  which  fays  not  a  word 
mcMie  to  me  upon  this  whole  matter,  but  that  his  ma- 
jefly cxpe6ted  the  States  and  their  allies  anfwer  upon 
the  point.  I  thought  it  my  duty,  immediately  upon 
receipt  of  this  letter,  and  confideration  of  the  former 
circumftances,  to  put  in  the  inclofed  memorial  with 
chc  formal  propofition  of  it  to  the  States  -,  though  I 
had,  in  two  late  ones  of  mine,  given  you  account  both 
from  the  prince's  and  penfioncr*s,  and  fevcral  others 
difcourfcs,  what  fucccfs  I  had  reafon  to  cxpec%  and» 
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confequcntly,  why  I  delayed  it  till  farther  orders.  I 
l^pow  very  well,  that  the  count  d'Eilrades,*  in  his 
crnbafly  here,  received  twice  pofitive  orders  from  the 
king  his  matter  to  propofe  things  in  his  name  to  the 
States,  which  had  been  grounded  upon  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen's  difcourles  in  that  court ;  but  the  count 
finding  that  they  would  be  r^fuftd  here,  fupprefled.his 
'  orders,  and  fent  his  mafter  word,  that  he  h^  done  fo, 
becaufe  he  would  not  expole  his  majefty's  name  and 
honour  in  a  thing  wh?rein  he  was  furc  to  be  refufed. 
I .  know  very  well  his  conduft  was  both  approved, 
and  he  received  thanks  for  it  from  the  moft  chriftian 
king.  I  confefs  mine  (hould  have  been  the  fame  upon 
this  occafion,  if  I  had  not  known  my  want  of  credit 
to  fupport  me  \  and  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  it  is  fit  for 
fiach  a  man  only  to  obey,  which  muft  be  my  part ; 
and  therefore  it  will  be  yours  to  expcdt  it  from  me, 
^nd  to  confider  how  I  am  inftru6ted.  X  could  not  yet 
rieccive  any  anfwer  to  my  memorial,  becaufe  they 
^ould  be  fure  to  do  nothing  in  it  without  a  conference 
with  their  allies ;  but  fhail  prefs  them  to  it  with  dili- 
gence, and  with  wilhes,  that  I  may  find  myfelf  de- 
ceived in  the  meafyres  I  have  taken  here,  or  givcA 
from  hence  in  this  matter  -,  though  I  do  not  remember 
to  have  yet  failed  in  thofe  I  have  hitherto  given  yov! 
^n  any  one  point,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  be  put  in 
jnind  of  it  if  I  do.    • 

For  thofe  given  his  mdefty  by  the  foreign  miniftei> 
^out  him,  I  think  you  have  had  fome  experience  of 
late  how  they  are  to  be  relied  upon ;  and,  though 
they  may  be  excufed,  as  proceeding  from  fo  good  and 
fo  important  a  defign  as  I  fuppofe  they  have,  of 
making  their  court  well  to  his  majefty  by  fuch  advances 
or  compliances  as  have  been  lately  among  them,  yet 
\  doubt  whether  you  have  reafon  to  ground  upon  them 
f^j  far  in  matters  where  his  majefty's  fervice  may  be 
coiicerned. 
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I  told  the  prince,  that  don  Pedro  de  Ronquillo  had 
approved  of  his  majcft/s  expedient  there;  upon 
which  his  highnefs  replied,  that  it  might  be  {o ;  out 
he  was  fure  he  had  written  to  don  Emanuel  de  Lyra  in 
a  very  different  ftyle.  You  now  tell  me,  that  the 
Danifh  envoy  there  came  on  purpofe  to  you  to  juftify 
their  miniftpr  here,  upon  his  havmg  been  reprcfented 
from  hence  to  have  oppofed  and  argued  againil  his 
majefty's  expedient ;  whereas  he  never  had  cxprefled 
amy  diflike  or  prejudice  to  that  matter,  I  defire  you 
will  pleafe  to  tell  your  Danifh  envoy  from  me  (at  leafl 
if  you  think  fit)  that  I  will  leave  that  matter  to  be  dif^ 
puted  by  monfieur  Meyercroon  with  the  prince  of 
Orange  and  the  penfioner  Fagel,  who  both  told  me 
very  much  the  contrary,  and  I  own  to  have  written  fo 
from  their  mouths ;  and  fmce  he  brings  me  into  the 
liih  upon  this  occaiion,  I  do  not  only  name  my  prin* 
cipals,  but  I  queflion  not  to  find  fo  much  credit  with 
fome  of  the  miniflers  of  the  allies  here,  as  to  know 
fome  remarkable  words  of  monfieur  Mevercroon's 
upon  this  QGcafion  at  the  conference,  which  will  be 
yery  fit  fpr  his  majefly  to  know,  whether  he  pleafes 
to  difcourfe  them  pr  no. 

I  will  add  but  one  word  more  upon  this  fubjeft, 
which  is,  that  what  me^ures  I  give  you  of  this  kind, 
I  have  from  thf  prince's  and  pepfioner's  difcourfes, 
in  which  I  have  not  yet  found  myfelf  deceived,  nor 
ever  known  their  opinions  conteited  by  the  States  here 
once  fince  my  coming  over,  in  any  matter  that  con- 
cerned peace  or  war,  or  any  foreign  alliances. 

On  the  other  fide,  if  you  doubt  of  my  giving  you 
other  lights  at  any  time  than  they  give  me,  I  am  con- 
tent you  fhould  fend  ^ny  letter  of  mine  over  to  them 
by  another  hand,  and  know  whether  I  have  either 
deceived,  or  been  deceived  in  my  reports  from  their 
^iftovrfes  with  me.    I  am>  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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To  Sir  Jofepb  William/on. 

SIR,  Hague,  March  31,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  N  my  laft  letter  of  the  27th,  I  gave  you  an  ac* 
-*  count  of  my  having  propofed  his  mjgefty's  expe- 
dient formally  to  the  States.  But  having  done  it  after 
many  difcouragements,  in  my  feveral  difcourfes  with 
the  prince,  penfioner,  and  other  minifters  of  this 
ftate,  as  well  as  their  allies,  and  without  any  direft 
orders  from  his  majefly,  after  he  had  received  the 
knowledge  of  thofc  difcouragements ;  I  was  in  fome 
pain  to  judge  whether  I  had  done  well  or  no,  till  I 
was  eafed  of  it  by  yours  of  the  14th,  which  brought 
me  his  majcfty*s  pofitivc  command  to  that  purpofe- 
I  have  yet  no  anfwer  to  my  memorial,  nor  can  expefl: 
it  before  this  poll  goes  away,  this  afternoon  being 
appointed  for  the  conference  between  the  States  and 
their  allies  upon  it.  Yefterday  was  the  conference  of 
the  commiffioners  with  the  prince ;  who  told  me,  the 
States  continued  of  the  fame  mind  they  were,  which 
was,  that  they  could  not  break  from  their  allies  in  this 
point,  notwithftanding  their  defires  to  comply  with 
any  thing  that  ftiould  be  propofed  by  his  majefly. 
He  added,  that  the  minifters  ot  the  confederates  here 
would,  he  believed,  make  no  other  anfwer,  but  that 
having  no  power  to  conclude  upon  fuch  a  point,  they 
would  report  it  to  their  refpeftivc  principds,  and  ex* 
peft  their  ordera. 

I  told  the  penfioner,  fince  my  laft,  the  juftification 
that  had  been  made  you  there  by  monfieur  Gioel,  of 
the  Danifh  and  Brandenburgh  minifters  carriage  here 
upon  this  matter,  and  what  I  had  written  to  you 
upon  it,  of  my  leaving  monfieur  Meyercroon  to  dif- 
pute  that  matter  with  the  prince  and  him.  The  pen- 
fioner replied,  that  he  knew  very  well  he  (houldf  not 
be  troubled  with  any  fucht  difpute  3  for  neither  mon- 
fieur 
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fieuf  Meycrcroon  nor  Blafpyle  would  fay  that  to  him, 
which  they  were  faid  to  have  written  into  England. 
That  the  warmth  of  monfieur  Meyercroon  jiad  been 
greater  than  any  other  minifter's  here ;  and  monfieur 
Blafpyle  had  that  very  morning  told  liim  again,  that  the 
more  he  had  thought  of  that  expedient,  the  more  he 
found  it  imprafticable  -,  becaufe  not  only  the  form  of 
the  pafljports  muft  be  left  to  his  majefty,  but  in  cafe  o£ 
any  difficulty,  or  breach  of  them,  which  fhould  occa- 
fion  difputes  among  the  parties,  the  interpretation  of 
them  muft  be  left  to  his  majefty  too ;  nor  could  it 
eafily  be  found  out  how  die  violator  of  any  fuch  palP- 
ports  fhould  be  punifhed ;  which  was  proper  for  every 
prince  to  do  in  cafe  of  his  own  fubjefts,  as  at  was  a 
right  that  could  not  be  given  up  to  another. 

That  you  may  have  one  inftance  more,  how  ingc- 
nuoufly  you  are  dealt  with  by  the  foreign  minifters 
with  you  in  this  matter-,  die  prince  told  me,  that 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  writ  in  his  laft  letter,  that 
he  was  encouraged  to  prefs  this  matter  ftill  by  the 
hopes  I  gave  his  majefly,  that  it  would  be  accepted 
here  •,  whereas  you  know  what  the  ftyle  of  my  letters 
has  been  upon  this  fubjeft,  from  my  very  firft  dit 
courfes  with  the  prince,  nor  could  they  have  been  true 
if  they  had  been  otherwife.  Nor  fliall  I  ever  aive  his 
majefty  any  reprefentations  that  I  do  not  thin^  to  be 
right  and  true,  till  he  ftiall  pleafe  to  tell  me,  that  he 
hid  rather  be  deceived  with  falfe  lights,  than  be  dif^ 
pleafed  with  true  ones, 

Upon  what  you  tell  me  of  a  refolution  of  the 
States  that  came  by  chance  to  your  hands,  bearing 
date  the  20th  of  March,  which  was  the  day  die  prince 
firft  fpoke  to  me  of  this  matter;  and  that  it  woul4 
have  been  well  that  you  had  received  a  copy  of  it  ear- 
lier  from  my  hands  5  I  will  confefs,  I  knew  fuch  a 
refolution  was  taken,  but  not  at  all  the  words  or  parti^p 
i^ulais  oftit ;  and  that  about  four  or  five  days  after,  I 

law 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


204  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple 

iaw  a  copy  of  it,  and  in  my  next  letter  fent  you  an 
account  ot  what  was  in  it.  But  it  is  not  a  thing  you 
muft  expcft  of  me  to  be  able  to  give  you  copies  or 
accounts  of  fuch  refolutions,  though  you  call  them 
refolutions  of  the  States  General-,  whereas,  though 
they  pafs  for  fuch,  and  have  the  authority  of  them, 
yet  they  are  fo  far  from  being  fo,  that  many  times 
the  States  General  know  nothing  of  them  in  three 
months  after  they  are  taken.  And  though  you  are 
pleafed  to  fay,  that  copy  came  to  your  hands  by  chance, 
yet,  I  am  fure,  it  muft  have  come  by  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen,  or  fome  others  of  the  States  minifters  in 
other  courts,  or  elfe  by  the  minifters  of  fome  of  their 
allies.  And  upon  this  occafion,  it  will  be  fit  to  in- 
form you  of  a  conftitution  in  this  ftatc,  which,  I 
fuppofe,  you  are  not  acquainted  with,  but  which  is 
become  the  chief  refort  of  the  government  here. 

In  the  war  between  his  majefty  and  this  ftate, 
begun  the  year  1665,  monfieur  de  Witt  propofed  and 
procured  a  commiffion  to  be  granted  by  the  States 
General  to  eight  commiffioners,  of  which,  two  Hol- 
land, and  one  of  each  other  province,  who  were  called 
the  commiffioners  of  fecret  affairs.  Thefe  were  then 
chofen  of  fuch  men  who  were  perfeftly  in  confidence 
with  him.  Power  was  given  them  by  their  commif- 
fion to  deliberate,  to  aft,  to  execute  iii  all  matters 
diat  were  referred  to  them  by  the  States,  with  the 
fame  authority  that  the  States  themfelves  could  do  j 
and  yet  the  liberty  of  doing  it  with  fuch  fccrecy,  that 
they  were  not  bound  to  give  any  account  of  what  they 
rcfolved  to  the  States,  but  at  fuch  times  as  they  them- 
felves thought  fit.  The  matters  referred  to  their 
management  were,  all  that  concerned  the  war,  any 
foreign  alliances,  the  propofals  and  even  conclufions 
of  treaties,  in  cafe  they  were  efteemcd  neccflary  to  be 
kept  fecret  for  a  time  upon  particular  reafons  of  ftate. 
All  refolutions  tak^n  by  thefe  commiffioners  were 
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figncd  by  the  deputy,  as  prefident,  who  was  of  the 
fame  province  with  the  prefident  of  the  States  General, 
who  was  the  only  officer  that  attended  thefe  commif- 
fioners  in  their  fecret  deliberations.  Thefe  refolutions 
fo  figned  were  fent  to  their  generals,  admirals,  am- 
baffadors,  and  other  public  minifters  abroad  for  their 
inftruftions  by  which  they  afted  ;  and  were  obfcived 
and  obeyed  as  the  refolutions  of  the  States  General, 
who  had,  indeed,  only  the  name  and  form,  whilft. 
thefe  commiffioners  had  the  whole  management  of 
peace  and  war ;  and  the  difpofal  of  offices  and  levies 
of  monies  remained  (as  you  know)  in  the  provincial 
aflemblies.  It  was  with  thefe  men  I  concluded  that 
treaty  in  1668,  in  five  days  time,  which  made  fo  great 
a  change  in  the  meafures  of  Chriftendom;  and  monfieur 
de  Witt  there  told  me,  that  by  this  inftitution  the  go- 
vernment had  avoided  thofe  two  reproaches  ufually 
laid  upon  commonwealths,  of  wanting  fecrecy  in  their 
counfels,  and  fuddennefs  in  their  executions. 

Upon  the  laft  change  of  the  government  here,  and 
the  reftoring  of  the  prince  <rf  Orange  to  the  poft  of  his 
anceflors,  this  inftitution  of  monfieur  de.  Witt  was 
thought  fit  to  be  continued,  but  with  this  only  change, 
they  were  firft  to  confult  with  his  highnefs  before  they 
paflcd  any  refolutions ;  which,  in  fliort,  has  devol- 
ved the  whole  power  and  management  d[  affairs  upon 
the  prince  in  conjunftion  with  thefe  commiffioners, 
of  whom  the  penfioner  is  one,  and  hath  the  influence 
among  the  reft  that  monfieur  de  Witt  had  before. 
This,  as  you  may  imagine,  is  ftomached  by  many  in 
the  province  and  the  towns;  but  however  it  goes 
down,  and  being  grown  into  a  piece  with  the  autho- 
rity of  the  prince,  does  not  feem  likely  to  change,  but 
with  the  diminution  thereof. 

Yet  the  penfioner,  in  any  difficult  cafes,  fometimes 
fummoneth  the  minifters  of  the  twelve  chief  towns  in 
the  province  of  Holland  to  confult  with  j  and  upon 
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the  next  afleii]bljr  of  the  States  of  Holland  ufuaWy 
gives  them  an  account  of  all  matters  that  have  been 
afted  by  the  commiflionersfince  the  preceding  aflembly, 
tmlefs  they  judge  the  reafon  or  neceflity  of  fecrecy  to 
continue  ftilL  The  penfioner  told  me,  he  had  laft 
week  given  them  an  account  of  all  that  had  paffed  in 
the  difficulties  of  the  paflports,  and  efpecially  that  of 
Lorrain  \  the  refolution  of  their  allies  to  ftick  to  that 
point  of  having  that  duke's  ftyle  allowed  him  j  and 
the  opinion  of  the  commiffioners,  that  this  ftate  W2s 
bound  by  their  treaties  to  adhere  to  them  in  that  pre- 
tence ;  that  the  States  of  Holland  had  unanimoufly 
approved  of  their  conduft  in  this  whole  matter. 

Now  the  refolution  you  mention  of  the  States  Gene- 
ral, was  a  refolution  of  thefe  commiflioners  (who  are 
called  fometimes  of  the  fecret,  and  fometimes  of  the 
foreign  affairs,  which  is,  indeed,  their  proper  bulinefe 
nhce  the  change  of  the  government,  the  management 
pf^e*  war  being  left  wholly  to  die  prince) ;  nor  do  I 
jft^feve  the  States  General  have  yet  any  knowledge  of 
)if!af*  ftfolution  5  nor  is  it  to  be  had  otherwife  than 
T^^j^hfhe  prince,  or  one  of  thefe  eight  commiflioners, 
who  are  fwom  to  fecrecy ;  or  fome  of  the  ambafladors 
or  foreign  minifliers  of  this  ftate,  to  whom  fuch  refo- 
lutions  are  ufually  fent,  to  fome  for  inftruAion,  and 
for  information  to  others  who  are  in  credit  with  the 
government.  This,  I  thought,  might  be  very  material 
lor  his  majefty  and  minifters  to  know,  as  the  main 
refort  of  the  prefent  government,  and  by  which  you 
may  judge  where  the  power  lies,  how  it  moveth,  and 
what  is  often  meant  by  refolutions  of  the  States.  Gene- 
ral^ which  is  grown  a  term  common  to  them  and  to 
thefe  commiflioners. 

I  have  delivered  his  majefly's  letters  for  the  empe- 
ror and  duke  of  Brandenburgh  to  their  relpeftive  mi- 
nifl:crs  here,  fo  as  you  may  reckon  upon  them  as  gone 
away  by  this  day's  ordinary.    The  marquis  de  Grana 
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is  ftill  here  detained  for  thefe  two  or  three  laft  days, 
upon  the  endeavours  pf  compofmg  the  pretenfions  of 
the  feveral  confederates  to  the  paft  and  future  conquefts 
in  the  duchy  of  Bremen,  their  diflenfions  having  given 
fome  delay  to  the  beginning  of  that  fiege. 

The  States  of  Hplland  refolved  this  laft  aflembly 
upon  the  building  of  fix  (hips,  four  whereof  to  be  of 
cijghty  guns  a-piecc.  I  told  the  prince,  I  believed  they 
did  it  for  a  good  countenance,  and  to  make  the  world 
believe  they  were  richer  than  they  found  themfelves. 
His  highnefs  fmiled,  and  faid,  it  might  be  fo ;  but, 
upon  France  having  fo  many  fhips,  and  of  the  greateft 
rate,  he  thought  they  might  have  reafon  here  to  look 
a  little  more  about  them ;  but,  for  himfelf,  he  had 
no  part  in  this  refolution,  and  would  have  been  glad 
the  money  might  have  been  employed  this  year  upon 
the  land-forces ;  that  it  was  done  by  the  States  of 
Holland,  and  at  the  inftance  of  the  chief  trading 
towns,  especially  Amfterdam  and  Rotterdam.  I  told 
the  prince,  they  might  talk  what  they  would  of  the 
French,  and  their  growth  at  fea ;  but  whenfoevcr  I 
faw  them  building  fliips  here  of  that  fize,  I  ihould 
believe  it  was  done,  with  fome  reflcftions  upon  us. 
The  prince  replied  thefe  words  :  "  Shall  I  tell  you  the 
**  truth  ?  you  may  be  fure,  while  the  world  ftands,. 
**  we  will  never  tall  out  with  England,  if  we  can 
**  help  it ;  but  if  you  will  fall  out  with  us  whether  we 
**  will  or  no,  we  ftiould  be  forry  to  be  found  unpro^ 
•*  vided."  I  faid,  I  believed  that  would  be  as  little  as 
the  other,  now  his  highncfe  was  where  he  (hould  be. 
And  fo  the  matter  ended.    I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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To  Sir  Jofepb  WllUamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  April  3,  N-  S,  167^^. 

SIN  CE  my  laft  of  the  3 ift  paft,  I  have  none  fixMrt 
you,  and  intended  not  to  trouble  you  this  ordi- 
nary,  had  I  not  been  engaged  to  it  by  an  incident 
yefterday,  of  which  it  is  neceflary  to  give  his  majefty 
an  account* 

In  the  morning  monfieur  Sylvercroone  came  to  me^ 
and  told  me,  the  (hip  defigned  for  Gottenburgh  would 
be  ready  to  fet  fail  to-morrow,  and  that  monfieur 
Mortagne  was  to  go  with  the  paflports  and  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  late  marine  treaty.  He  told  me,  great  talk 
had  been  raifed  in  England  of  his  preffing  this  dif- 
patch,  and  juftificd  himfelf  upon  his  orders,  as  well  as 
his  intentions,  only  to  fave  time  in  advancing  the  con* 
grefs.  In  the  afternoon  the  greffier  Fagel  came  to  me 
from  the  States,  to  defu-e  me,  that  I  would  inter- 
change the  Swedifti  paflports  and  theirs,  which  were 
both  in  my  hands ;  they  and  the  Swedilh  minifters 
being  both  agreed  upon  it.  I  had  recourfe  to  your 
letter  of  March  3,  wherein  I  found  thefe  words  :  "  that 
*'  his  majefty  entirely  approved  my  conduft  in  the 
*'  matter  of  the  Swedifli  paflports,  and  my  refiifing  to 
*'  countenance  any  fq)arate  interchange  of  them. 
*'  That  his  majefly*s  office  being  one  common  and  gCi- 
*'  neral  mediation,  and  of  one  general  peace,  could 
"  not  countenance  or  fufier  any  fcparate  fteps  in  whatr 
"  foever  kind  they  were  made."  Upon  this,  I  thought 
myfelf  obliged  to  reftife  abfolutely  to  deliver  the  paflF- 
ports  of  one  or  the  other,  unlefs  the  general  interchange 
of  all  parties  were  agreed  upon,  or  I  received  particu- 
lar orders  from  his  majefty.  The  greffier  feemod  much 
furprized  at  this  anfwer,  told  me,  the  intention  of  this 
difpatch  was  only  in  order  to  a  general  peace,  they 
haftening  the   arrival  of  thofe  minifters  who  were 
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farthcft  off,  and  like  to  find  moft  difficulty  in  coming 
to  the  congrefs :  that  the  Swedifli  pafl^ports  were  fent 
hither  from  the  States  envoy,  and  put  into  my  hanc:*r^ 
by  him,  the  greffier,  fo  as  they  might  reafonably  de- 
mand them  again  when  they  were  agreed  upon  the 
exchange  with  the  Swedifli  minifters :  that  I  had  not 
made  any'  difficulty  of  it  when  the  penfioner  had 
fpoken  to  me  upon  the  firft  propofal  of  their  fending 
a  (hip  5  and  he  fuppofed  I  would  not  do  it  now,  when 
it  was  ready  to  go.  I  confefled  the  laft ;  but  faid,  t 
had  fince  received  the  further  knowledge  of  his  ma- 
jcfty's  mind  in  cafes  of  this  nature  :  that  it  was  true,  I 
had  received  the  paflports  by  their  hand^ ;  but  with 
intention,  as  I  underftood,  to  referve  them  for  a  ge-» 
neral  interchange :  and  repeated  again,  that  I  could 
not  deliver  them  without  his  majefty's  order;  but 
that  I  would  not  fail  to  acquaint  him  with  it  by  this 
ordinary,  Befides  the  words  of  your  letter  above* 
mentioned,  I  confidered  his  majefty*s  being  now  eil-* 
gaged  in  the  offer  of  the  latr  expedient,  which  puts 
the  bufinefs  of  the  paflports  into  another  way :  and, 
upon  both  thefe  circumftances,  I  thought  it  my  duty" 
to  make  this  refufal ;  though,  I  find,  it  will  very 
much  break  their  mcafures  taken  in  this  matter,  and 
will  be  interpreted,  or  rather  accufed,  both  by  thenx 
and  the  Swediih  minifters,  as  a  delay  of  the  treaty* 
1  muft  refer  myfelf  to  his  majefty's  jud^ent,  whether 
I  have  done  well  or  no,  and  cxpeft  his  orders  either 
to  purfue  or  amend  it. 

The  conference  upon  my  laft  rfiemorial  has  been  put 
off  till  this  afternoon,  by  three  long  conferences  upon 
the  bufinels  of  Bremen ;  which  is  at  length  ^reed, 
and  the  fiege  of  Stadea  will  go  on. 

I  ihall  trouble  you  no  farther,  but  to  wilh  you  the 
good  feaftis,  and  to  afliire  you  of  my  being,  Sir^ 
your,  &c. 

Vol.  IV,  P  To 
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To  Sir  Jo/eph  Williamfon.  . 

SIR,  Hague,  April  7,  N.  S.  167^. 

'T'HE  penfioncr  told  me  this  morning,  I  fhould 
^  be  poflefled  of  the  States  anfwer  to  my  memorial 
concerning  his  majefty*s  expedient  time  enou^  W 
fend  it  away  this  ordinary^  He  added  farther,  that 
this  anfwer  was  made  by  a  formal  refolution  of  the- 
•  States  General  themfelves,  and  not  by  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  fecret  affairs.  I  hear  it  was  refolved  by 
thefe  laft,  at  their  conference  upon  it,  that,  though  all 
the  reft  of  their  allies  fhould  confent  to  it,  yet,  by 
their  treaties,  they  (the  States)  could  not  do  fo,  if 
Lorrain  refuled  it.  The  marquis  de  Grana  received  let- 
ters from  the  emperor  before  he  left  this  place,  and 
monfieur  Campricht  fince,  with  orders,  as  they  fay, 
pofitively  to  refufe  it.  I  am  forry  to  have  given  his 
majefty  fo  true  meafures  of  this  matter  from  the  very 
beginning  j  and  fliould  have  been  glad  to  find  myfelf 
^fcredited  by  his  majefty*s  meeting  with  fuch  a  return 
upon  it,  as  he  was  perfwaded  to  expe«9:  by  men  that 
ought  to  have  known  more  of  their  matter's  mind,  than 
it  feems  they  did.  But  fmce  you  were  pleaTed  to  tell 
me,  his  majefty's  honour  was  not  at  all  concerned  in 
thefe  kind  of  refufals,  I  have  all  the  reafons  that  caa 
be  to  be  fatisfied.  Before  that,  I  confefs,  I  was  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  not  fo  in  any  propofals  which  hi* 
majefty  only  handed  from  one  party  to  another  v  but 
£  was  very  folicitous  to  fee  nothing  refufed  that  came 
from  his  majefty  himfelf,  and  as  his  owm 

Upon  my  pofitive  refufal  to  deliver  the  Swedifh  pafT- 
poits,  or  thofe  of  the  States  for  Sweden,  without  his 
majefty's  orders,  they  have  not  thought  fit,  it  feems, 
either  to  attend  that  delay,  or  to  lofe  th^'meafures  al- 
together which  they  had  taken  in  that  matter ;  and 
therefore  have  difpatched  their  fhip  for  Gottenburgh 
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with  new  paflj^rts  from  the  States^  and  orders  to  eifr* 
change  them  for  new  paflports  from  that  crown^ 

The  count  Montecuculi  has  excyled  himfelf  from 
fenring  this  campaign;  and  monfieur  Serinchampd 
tells  me,  that  orders  are  already  come  to  the  duke  of 
Lorrain  to  command  the  Imperial  army.  The  prince 
fays,  he  will. go  to-morrow  night  to  Bergenopzoom, 
and  fo  to  the  rendezvous.  Whether  he  will  make  a 
ftep  hither  again  before  they  march  from  thence,  ia 
uncertain.     I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jo/epA  miliamjbn. 

S I R^  Hague,  April  14,  N.  $•  1676* 

C I N  C  E  my  laft  of  this  day  fe*nnight,  I  am  to  ac- 
knowledge three  of  yours  j  one  by  a  private  hand^ 
in  purfuance  of  his  majefty's  letter  in  favour  of  thd 
Jews  detained  at  Surinam ;  the  others  of  the  21ft  and 
28th  paft.  I  do  not  find  either  of  the  lad  contains  any 
thing  which  requires  anfwer,  farther  than  to  fay,  tha€ 
I  meet  with  nothing  more  here  of  noife  or  ^ompl^t 
concerning  Mr.  Skelton's  ftay  at  Rati(bone :  wnat  it 
may  have  occadoned  in  the  empire,  monfieur  Duckei* 
will,  I  fuppoie,  entert^  you  with  fuddenly,  as  he  did 
me  yefterday  here  in  his  way  to  the  Briel,  from  whence 
he  defigned  to  pais  with  this  pacquet. 

For  monfieur  Van  Beunii^ghen's  laft  memorial,  I 
find  it  of  a  different  ftrain  fr6m  the  States  anfwer  to 
mine)  and  confefs^  this  was  different  from  what  1 
Gcpe£tcd,  which  was  only  the  allies  minifters  referring 
themfelves  to  new  (X'ders  from  their  mafters.  But,  I 
believe,  they  took  a  pride  in  (hewing  the  ampknefs  of 
their  powers  to'  conclude  matters  of  the  greateft  mo- 
ment, in  whatever  concerns  the  confederacy,  without 
any  recourfe  to  their  mailers*  Monfieur  de  Lyra  told 
me  the  night  before  the  conference,  where  that  anfWcf 
was  agreed  on,  that  he  had  never  yet  taken  any  thing 
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ad  referendum  fincc  he  came  hither ;  and  that  he  would 
not  begin  now :  that  he  had  made  a  dozen  treaties, 
without  any  orders  at  all ;  that  he  had  power  to  do 
whatever  he  thought  would  be  for  the  fervice  of  his 
mafter,  without  further  inftruftion* 

This  morninc  the  Brandenburgh  minifter  brovighr 
me  the  inclofed  for  his  majelty  -,  and  fhewing  mc  a 
copy  of  it,  I  told  him,  that  his  matter  had  treated  hi»^ 
majefty's  expedient  fomething  better  in  his  letter^  than 
his  minifters  had  done  in  their  kte  conferences :  h« 
replied,  that  they  had  a  ^neral  order  to  conform  them- 
felves  here  with  the  minifters  of  the  other  allies,  in 
all  affairs  relating  to  the  confederacy  :  that  they  had 
done  fo  in  this  matter,  though  their  mafter  fat  loofcr 
than  the  reft  in  it,  having  no  particular  treaty  with 
the  duke  of  Lorrain,  as  the  houfe  of  Auftria  and  this 
State  had.  He  told  me,  the  young  prince  of  Bran- 
denburgh was  now  incognito  at  Amfterdam,  but  go* 
ing  from  thence  fuddenly  towards  Caftel,  to  purfVie 
the  match  defigned  between  him  and  the  young, 
princefs  of  Hefle. 

You  are  pleafed  to  fay,  in  youi*  letter  concerning, 
the  Jews  at  Surinam,  that  you  were  informed  frcwn 
the  perfon  who  brought  me  his  majefty*s  letter,  that 
I  had  made  fome  difficulty  upon  it,  for  want  of  fome- 
thing more  particular  from  you.  He  was  an  ill  in- 
former ;  for  what  I  faid  to  him  was,  that  upon  a  dif- 
ference I  obferved  between  the  firft  claufe  of  the  peti- 
tion, whereon  his  majefty's  letter  was  grounded^  faying, 
the  Jews  complaining  were  free  denizens  of  England, 
and  a  claufe  m  the  governor  of  Surinam's  anfwer  to 
the  commiflioners  proteft,  faying,  he  had  hindered  no 
Jews  from  going  that  were  free  denizens  of  England; 
I  tliought  it  neceflary  for  me  to  know  which  of  thofc 
allegations  were  true ;  and  wondered  you  had  not  faid 
a  word  to  me  upon  this  matter  in  any  of  your  letters, 
which  you  ufually  did  upon  the  difpatch  or  fuch  letters 
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te  me  from  his  majefly.  He  undertook  to  in" 
form  me  of  the  truth  in  thofe  allegations  -,  and  ha^ 
fince  fent  me  word  from  Amfterdam,  that,  though 
they  were  not  all  free  denizens,  yet  he  was  fure  his 
majefty's  meaning  was,  to  redeem  them  as  if  they 
were.  And,  I  fuppofe,  his  double  diligence  put  him 
upon  troubling  you  with  a  letter  upon  what  I  faid. 
I  (hall  foon  give  you  an  account  of  this  matter,  if 
the  penfioner's  abferice  for  fome  days  does  not  retard 
^his,  as  well  as  other  bufinefs.   I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  JVilliam  Godolphin. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  April  14,  N*  S.  1676. 

T  Have  the  honour  of  one  from  your  excellency  of 

the  25th  paft  by  this  ordinary,  which  gave  me  an 
account,  with  more  certainty  and  particulars,  of  the 
rumour  we  had  before  concerning  the  arrival* of  the 
Spanifh  gallions.  The  refleftions  you  make  upon  it' 
are  a  true  pi6ture  of  mankind,  and  the  motions  that 
are  frequently  made  in  their  minds  by  accidents  that 
touch  them,  perhaps,  no  farther  than  their  ears.  The 
cffefts  of  this  kind  reach  even  to  thefe  parts,  and,  I 
believe,  to  the  very  extent  of  this  great  confederacy. 
This  place  is  now  as  dead  as  I  have  fcen  any  great 
town^  or  feat  of  public  bufmefs,  the  prince  being 
gone  lafl  week  into  the  field,  at  lead  to  the  firit  ren- 
dezvous of  his  troops  near  Rofendale,  and  with  him 
all  the  company  that  ufed  to  fill  this  place.  The  dif- 
grace  of  the  chancellor  in  Denmark,  and  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  fiege  pf  Staden  and  Philiplburgh,  take  up 
moil  talk  here  at  this  time  \  but  will,  I  fuppofe,  foon 
give  way  to  the  aftions  now  likely  to  begin  Ibmething 
nearer  us  •,  the  French  defigns  upon  Ypre,  Aire,  or 
Charlemont,  or  fome  other  confiderable  place  in 
Inlanders,  being  like  to  open  a  great  fcene  there.  The 
P  3  forces 
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fprces  of  the  confederates  will  certainly  be  very  great, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  French ;  and  feem  all  to  con^ 
^ire  towards  a  very  aftive  and  bloody  campaign. 

The  talk  of  the  congrefs  feems  fo  out  ot  date,  that 
I  am  concerned  for  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's  melancholy 
poft  at  Nimeeuen  •,  which  ftill  continues  in  expeda- 
tion,  rather  than  hopes,  of  fome  lucky  incident  that 
may  ftill  reyive  it,  I  am  ever,  with  much  refpeft  and 
truth,  my  lord,  your  excellency's  moft  faithful  humble 
fcnrant. 

To  the  King. 

Hague,  April  23,  N.  S.  1675. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
^T*  H  E  day  before  the  prince  of  Orange  left  this  place^ 
■*  I  attended  him  at  Hounflcrdyke  upon  his  own  ap- 
pointment ;  and  telling  me  feveral  times,  that  he  had 
fomething  to  fay  to  me  before  he  went  into  the  field, 
gnd  defired  it  might  be  there,  and  at  fome  leifure. 
When  we  were  alone  in  the  garden,  he  was  pleafed  to 
tell  mcj  I  would  eafily  believe  the  inftances  of  the 
State,  and  of  his  friends,  a^  well  as  the  condition  of 
his  faitiily,  muft  needs  have  put  him  often  upon  the 
thoughts  of  marrying  •,  but  he  had  been  ftill  in  hopes, 
that  the  conclqfion  of  a  peace  would  have  made  way 
for  it  fooner  than  he  now  thought  it  was  like  to  do :' 
for,  at  prefent,  he  did  not  fee  wnen  or  how  that  could 
be  brought  about,  unlefs  your  majefty  would  refolve 
upon  fuch  conditions,  as  you  fhould  think  fit  to  have 
it  made  upon  \  and  fo  propofe  them  to  the  parties, 
who  were  otherwife  too  diftant  in  their  pretenfions  to 
egpee  eaflly  th^mfelves.  That,  upon  this  profpefl,  he 
began  to  think  his  marriage  could  not  longer  attend 
|5p03  the  motions  of  the  peace,  which  might  be  very 
flQW.and  uncertain i  and,  therefore,  he  would  tell 
jjjg  freeijr^  fha?  h?  wa3  r^folYcd^  in  cafc  he  returned 
•  '  from 
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from  this  campaign,  to  negleft  no  time  or  paces  that 
could  be  made  in  the  purfuit  of  it.  That  for  the  perfon,  • 
I  might  be  fure  his  inclinations  would  lead  him  into 
England,  though  he  did  not  know  what  difpolitions 
he  fhould  meet  with  there ;  and  while  the  war  lafted, 
it  might,  on  this  fide,  admit  of  much  reflexions,  both 
from  this  State  and  their  allies.  That,  however,  he 
would  not  go  into  the  field  without  writing  to  your 
majefly  and  to  the  duke,  of  what  he  had  to  much  at 
heart  •,  and  begging  the  penhiflion,  that,  immediately 
after  the  campaign  ended,  he  might  go  over  into 
England.  That  he  thought  this  would  be  neceflarv, 
both  that  he  might  make  his  own  purfuit  himfelf,  in 
ah  affair  that  fo  nearly  concerned  him ;  and  that,  by 
afking  leave  fo  early,  no  time  might  be  loft  upon  that 
occauon  when  the  campaign  was  over.  That  he  had 
reafon  to  defire  this  affair  might,  at  prefcnt,  be  managed 
-with  all  the  fecrecy  that  could  be,  and  therefore  was 
refolved  to  put  the  letters  concerning  it  into  my  hands, 
and  defired  my  wife  might  deliver  them,  both  to  your 
majefty  and  his  royal  highnefs ;  and  that  he  would 
•take  care  to  fend  them  to  me  before  he  went. 

This  was  the  fum  of  his  highnefs*s  difcourfe  to  me 
when  I  took  leave  of  him :  and  his  letters  both  for 
your  majefty  and  the  duke,  being  fome  days  after 
come  to  my  hands,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  fend  them, 
according  to  the  direftions  I  received  from  the  prince, 
and  fhall  leave  your  majefty  to  know  the  reft  from  his 
own  hand  5  though,  I  think,  I  have  not  miftaken  any 
thing  of  what  he  faid  to  me  upon  this  occafion.  I 
Ihall  not  farther  increafe  your  majefly'sprefent  trouble, 
than  by  the  humble  profeflions  of  that  perfeft  dcvo- 
tion  wherewith  I  am,  and  (hall  bfc  ever.  Sir,  your 
m^cfty's,  &c. 
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To  the  Duke  of  York. 

Ha^e,  April  23,  N,  S.  1676. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Highnels, 
\T|^HEN  I  took  leave  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
^^  at  his  going  to  the  army,  he  was  pleafed  to  tell 
me  the  refolutions  he  had  taken  of  writing  to  your 
highnefs  upon  an  occafion  he  had  fo  much  at  hearty 
and  that  he  would  do  it  before  he  went  into  the  field 
He  faid,  he  was  rcfolvcd  to  apply  himfelf  direftly  to 
your  highnefs  in  all  that  concerned  it,  and  to  beg 
your  interceffion  with  his  majefly,  that  he  might  have 
leave  to  go  over  into  Endand  immediately  after  the 
campaign  ended :  that  he  would  likewife  write  to 
his  majefty  at  the  fame  time,  to  beg  his  permiflion. 
And  becaufc  he  had  reafon  to  defire,  that  whatever 
paces  he  made  at  prefent,  in  this  point,  mi^t  be 
fecret,  he  was  refolved  to  put  his  letters  into  my  hands ; 
and  defircd  that  my  wife,  upon  her  going  over,  might 
herfclf  deliver  them  both  to  his  majefly  and  your 
highnefs.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  obferve  thefe  di- 
reftions ;  and  having,  by  the  lame  hand,  given  his 
majefly  an  account  of  the  manner  and  circumfl^ance 
with  which  the  prince  was  pleafed  to  enter  into  thefe 
difcourfes,  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  trouble  your  high- 
nefs with  the  bare  repetition  of  them,  nor  with  any 
thing  more  at  prefent,  than  the  humble  profeflions  of 
the  devotion  and  truth  wherewith  I  am  always.  Sir, 
yourhighnels's,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jdfepb  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  May  5,  N.  S.  1676. 

SJNCE  my  laft  of  this  day  fe'nnight,  I  am  to  ac- 
knowledge the  favour  of  two  from  you ;  the  firft 
of  the  14th  paft^  inclofing  the  articles  concluded  by 
Sir  John'  Norborough,;*  with  thofe  of  Tripoli,  very 
'  ^  .     :      :    ^  mucA 
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fjnuch  to  his  majefty's  honour  and  the  advantage  of 
his  fubjedts.  The  fecond,  containing  a  large  and 
particular  deduftion  of  the  feveral  conlidcrations  had 
by  his  majefly,  after  his  return,  upon  the  States  anfwer 
to  my  memorial,  as  well  as  upon  monfieur  Van 
Bcuninghen's  memorial,  concerning  the  late  expedient 
propofed  by  his  majefly,  and  the  diverfity  obferved 
between  them.  I  hope  I  have  fully  comprehended  his 
majefty*s  mind  in  this  matter,  as  well  from  this  laft, 
as  from  the  former  accounts  you  have  pleafed  to  give 
me  of  it ;  and  having  had  the  good  fortune  to  make 
fome  paces  perfeftly  agreeable  to  it,  upon  incidents 
wherein  I  could  not  be  previoufly  infbrufted,  I  may 
well  aflure  you  of  my  keeping  clofe  to  it  in  thofe  where 
I  am.  This  I  conceive  to  be  the  chief  intention  of 
the  lights  you  have  laft  given  me ;  and  not  that  his 
majeity  intended  I  (hould  makit  any  reprefentadons 
upon  them  to  the  States  •,  but  only  be  prepared  to 
reafon  thofe  matters  with  them,  in  cafe  any  thing  arifes 
from  them  here,  upon  the  paper  you  intended  to  put 
into  monfieur  Van  Beuninghetfs  hands,  whereof  you 
pleafe  to  promife  me  a  copy  by  the  next ;  and  to  fay, 
what  you  writ  laft  was  for  my  own  information ;  and 
that  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  had  excufed  himfclf 
for  giving  that  account  to  his  mafters  by  that  ordinary. 
i  have  not  therefore  entered  into  any  difcourfes  of  this 
matter,  norfliall,  without  occafion  given  me  by  them 
here;  or,  at  leaft,  the  knowledge  of  their  having 
received  your  paper  intended  monfieur  Van  Beu- 
ninghen;  but  will  only  tell  you  my  doubts,  from 
what  I  obferve  in  your  laft  letter ;  that,  as  he  was 
fomctimes  engaged  further  for  his  mafters,  than  he 
liad  power  to  make  good  to  his  majefly ;  fo  he  may 
have  engaged  further  for  his  majefty  to  them  (upon 
private  or  common  difcourfes,  paflfed  from  his  majefty 
to  him,  upon  occafion  of  the  Lorrain  paflports)  than 
\yas  ever  intended,  gr  could,  indeed,  be  fo,  in  a  cafe 
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not  tt  aU  then  forefeen.  For  in  all  our  confcrenctSs 
upon  that  fubjeft  they  were  ever  full  of  the  affurances 
given  by  his  m^efly  to  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen,  and 
from  his  own  mouth,  that  there  Ihould  be  no  difficulty 
in  the  paffports  for  Lorrain.  But  their  induction  I  al- 
ways thought  fitter  for  Leyden  than  the  Hague :  that 
it  was  all  one  to  have  no  paflports  granted,  as  not  to 
have  them  granted  in  due  form  ;  whereas,  what  was 
the  due  form  happened  to  be  a  thing  wholly  in  dif- 
pute.  But  the  bottom  of  all  this,  I  luppofe,  is,  that 
the  parties  are  not  yet  weary  enough  of  the  war,  to 
ufc  any  compliances  towards  the  forming  of  a  congrefi^ 
whofe  motions  muft  depend  upon  that  of  the  cam- 
paign, while  it  h&s.  So  that,  for  aught  I  fee,  this 
knot  is  of  thofe  that  muft  be  cut  through,  and  can- 
not be  untied. 

I  took  care  to  fatisly  the  emperor's  minifter  here 
about  Mr.  Skelton's  conduft,  both  from  what  you 
and  he  writ  me  upon  that  fubjeft ;  and  this  minifter 
took  as  much  care  to  have  me  believe,  there  was  no- 
thing of  his  own  in  what  had  pafled  -,  but  that  he  had 
made  the  complaint  here,  formally,  to  the  States,  as 
well  as  the  other  confederate  minifters,  by  the  exprefi; 
commands  of  the  emperor  himfelf.  I  think  we  are 
both  fatisfied  in  the  matter ;  fmce  I  cannot  blame  any 
minifter*s  conduft,  which  is  by  his  mafter*s  order : 
and,  I  fuppofe,  there  is  nothing  likely  to  arife  further 
upon  this  occafion. 

I  fent  yefterday  the  States  pafles  to  the  domeftics  of 
the  French  ambafladors  at  Nimeguen,  for  their  return 
to  Charkville,  upon  a  letter  I  received  from  the  am- 
bafladors themfelves  to  that  purpofe ;  which  I  take  for 
no  very  good  fign  as  to  the  congrefs :  though  they 
aflured  me  it  was  only  une  affaire  aomeJHque^  and  they 
regarded  nothing  more  than  their  own  conveniences 
during  their  ftay  where  they  were,  or  in  order  to  thc&: 
journey  by  land  to  Nimegiia.    I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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To  Sir  Jofepb  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  May  1 1,  N.  S.  1676. 

T  AST  night,  about  ten  o'clock,  arrived  here  the 
■**'  exprels  yon  were  pleafed  to  fend  away  with  the 
Lorrain  paflport,  inclofcd  in  yours  of  the  27th  paft, 
which  I  received  with  great  fenfe  of  io  happy  fuccefs 
in  an  affair  by  which  his  majefty  will  receive  no  lefs 
honour  than  fatisfaftion,  and  whereof  I  have  now,  for 
fome  time,  fo  much  defoaired.  I  thought  to  have  de- 
tained the  exprefs  till  I  had  fpoken  to  the  penfioner 
upon  it ;  but  the  mailer  of  the  veffel  that  brought  him 
prefles  fo  much  his  difpatch,  and  the  penfioner  having 
cxcufed  receiving  me  this  morning  at  his  own  houfe» 
upon  the  aflurance  of  feeipg  me  at  mine  \  I  doubted 
his  hour,  after  the  aflembly  rifes,  mkht  be  too  late 
for  the  other's  impatience  5  and  dier^rc  refolved  to 
let  them  make  wnat  hafte  they  pleafed  away,  with 
this  acknowledgment  of  having  received  their  di^atch^ 
and  with  the  inclofurc  of  the  memorial  I  have  drawn 
up,  and  refolve  this  morning  to  put  in  upon  it.  The 
joy,  as  well  as  furprize,  wiU  be  here  as  great  as  can 
^gree  with  the  anxieties,  they  are  in  at  prefent,  upon 
the  certain  news  arrived  yefterday  from  their  army  of 
the' prince's  be^nning  to  march  on  the  7th  evening, 
with  refolution  to  attempt  the  railing  of  the  fiege  of 
Bouchain,  either  by  attacking  the  French  camp  at 
Kicvrain,  or  that  before  Bouchain  -,  which  may  very 
well  produce  fome  decifive  aftion.  I  nov/  fee  no  farther 
difficulty  in  the  forming  of  the  congrefs,  nor  delay, 
befidcs  the  diftance  of  ways ;  unlefs  lome  may  beoc- 
cafioned  by  the  paflports  of  the  allies  runnmg  in  the 
firft  propoted  form,  with  liberty  of  couriers,  which, 
though  France  hath,  in  a  manner,  confented^to,  yet 
tlicir  paflports  in  my  hands  being  wholly  without  the 
roenoon  of  it,  I  know  not  yet  whether  the  minifterj 
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of  the  allies  will  raife  any  difficulty  upon  exchanging 
their  larger  paflports  for  thofe  of  France,  that  are, 
in  that  particular,  more  reftrained.  But  I  hope  to 
overcome  this  difficulty  by  the  penchant  of  this  State 
to  fee  the  congrefs  formed;  and  by  propofing,  iir 
cafe  they  make  the  difficulty,  that  the  exchange  how- 
ever may  be  made>  though  with  rcferve  of  that  claufe 
not  being  of  force  unlefe  France  (hall  confent  to  the 
fame  liberty  for  the  confederates. 

Whatever  may  further  occur  between  this  and  to- 
morrow night,  fhall  go  in  courfe  by  the  ordinary,  fo 
as  I  ftiall  not  lengthen  this  by  any  thing  that  was  to 
make  up  that  dilpatch,  but  only  affure  you  of  my 
being  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofeph  William/on. 

SIR,  Hague,  May  j2,  N.  S.  1675- 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  tWo  from  you  by 
*  the  ordinary  of  the  25th  and  28th  paft.  The  firft 
brought  my  feveral  inclofed  copies,  and  with  them  a 
letter  of  his  majefty's  to  the  emperor,  whkh  I  have 
put' into  his  minifter*s  hand,  and  went  away  by  the 
ordinary  of  this  morning. 

Mohfieur  Van  Beuninghen  kept  his  word  with  you^ 
and  writ  not  over  hither  the  fum  of  your  conference. 
with  him,  till  the  poll  after  that  which  brought  it  me 
from  your  hands :  nor  did  the  penfioner  enter  very 
far  with  me  upon  it  5  only  excunng  the  fignificatioA 
of  the  word  Juger^  which  they  meant  only  for  the 
cxprcffion  of  his  majefty's  opinion ;  and  proieffing  to 
be  fony  for  any  offence  his  majefty  had  taken  at  it. 
He  faid  he  was  unwilling  any  way  ftiould  be  given  to 
complaints  on  that  fide ;  and  that  I  was  witn^s,  how 
little  he  had  troubled  me  with  any,  and  how  he  had 
Hopped  fome  from  the  minifters  of  the  allies  here : 
diat  otherwife  they  might  have  reafon  to  mal^e  fome  ncr 
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fiefUdns  upon  our  conduft  of  late  in  England ;  belides 
what  they  had  been  forced  to  take  notice  of  by  mon- 
fieur  Van  Bcuninghen,  of  his  majefty's  giving  leave 
to  raife  a  new  regiment  in  Scotland  for  the  French 
fcrvice^  contrary  to  the  emrefs  article  of  the  laft  treaty, 
whatever  might  be  faid  for  recruits  of  the  old.  But 
the  negotiations  of  feveral  perfons  going  abroad  with 
charafters  from  his  majefty  troubfed  him  yet  morr, 
though  the  States  had  not  thought  fit  to  complain  of 
them.  I  told  him,  I  thought  they  did  very  wifely, 
confidering  how  little  ground  fome  of  thofe  reports 
were  found  to  have.  Upon  which  he  replied,  that 
himfclf  had  read  a  letter  from  the  princefs  of  Courland, 
wherein  flie  fays,  that  dc  Crofs  (who,  it  feems,  had 
been  formerly  a  fervant  to  the  prince  her  hufband)  had 
writ  him  a  letter,  upon  his  coming  to  Copenhagen, 
wherein  he  told  him,  that  he  came  thither  with  a  com- 
miffion,  and  inftruftions,  from  his  majefty,  to  nego- 
tiate a  leparate  peace  between  that  crown^and  Sweden. 
J  excufed  myfelf  from  believing,  that  either  his  m^efly 
would  enter  into  any  feparate  mediation,  or,  if  he  did, 
that  he  would  choofe  a  perfon  for  it,  who  would  tell 
his  commiffion  where  it  was  not  neceflary.  And  fi> 
his  difcourfe  ended 

On  Saturday  laft  monfieur  Blafbyle  came  to  me,  and 
told  me,  he  had  certain  advice  of  fix  ftiips  equipping 
at  Rochel,  with  four  men  of  war  to  convoy  them, 
being  laden  with  corn  and  other  neceflfaries  for  the  relief 
of  the  Swedifti  places  either  in  Bremen  or  Pomierania  \ 
and  that  their  intention  was  to  go  firft  into  England, 
and  there  get  pafles  from  his  majefty.  That,  though 
he  was  confident  his  majefty  would  do  nothing  con- 
trary to  the  office  of  a  true  and  impartial  mediator, 
yet  he  defired  me  that  I  would  give  his  miniftcrs  jjotice 
of  this  pretenfion  of  thefe  French  Ihips,  which  they 
fcemed  to  believe  thonifelves  fccure  of  fuccecding  in ; 
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iufKl  which  would  be  dire6Uy  againft  the  interefts  of 
the  eledor  hk  maften 

Since  the  dilpatch  of  your  cxprefe  ycftcrday,  wWi 
the  anfwer  of  what  he  brought  me  from  you  of  the 
27th,  inclofmg  the  Lorrain  paflports,  the  States  have 
had  a  conference  with  the  miniiters  of  the  allies  5  and, 
as  I  conjeftured  at  firft,  fome  difficulty  was  made 
dbout  the  exchange  of  paflports^  upon  the  difference 
in  them,  in  relation  to  the  Kberty  of  couriers.  But 
the  penfioner  fends  me  word  this  aitemoon,  that  he 
doubts  not  they  ihall  end  that  matter  in  a  day  or  two, 
by  agreeing  upon  fome  aft  or  declaration,  which  fhall 
leave  France  to  the  choice  of  either  giving  it,  or  want- 
ing it  5  and  fo  leave  k  one  way  or  oSicr,  equal  to  both 
fides.  That  he  doubted  not,  they  Ihould  hereby  be 
ready  to  make  the  exchange  of  all  paflports  fome  day 
this  week.  And  that  the  States  had  written  a  letter 
of  thanks  to  his  majefty  upon  this  occafion,  which 
fhould  be  in  my  hands  to  go  with  this  ordinary. 

I  find  you  reckon  upon  my  having  been  pofiefled  of 
all  the  paffports  -,  but,  though  I  have  bccrt  fo  long  of 
thofe  from  France  and  Sweden,  and  of  thofe  from  this 
State  for  both  thofe  crowns,  yet  I  never  was  of  any 
from  the  reft  of  tlie  confederates  j  though  the  rcfpeftivc 
minifters  have  taken  occafion  to  let  me  know,  they 
had  them  in  their  hands,  and  were  ready  to  deliver 
them,'  when  thofe  of  all  the  confederates  were  come. 

The  next  pace,  1  think,  will  be  to  agree  upon  the 
declaration  of  the  neutral  country  which  is  left  by 
the  confederates  to  his  majefty,  provided  it  be  between 
the  two  rivers.  For  my  part,  I  fee  no  certain  bound 
can  be  given  it,  unlefs  by  thofe  rivers  and  the  Fofla 
Mariana.     I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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To  Sir  Jofefh  WiUiamfin. 

SIR,  Hague,  May  19,  N.  S.  1676. 

T>  Y  the  laft  poft  I  had  nothing  worth  your  trouble^ 
■*^  farther  than*  the  notice  of  what  I  received  from 
the  penfioner,  as  the  pacquet  was  cloiing ;  that  he 
hoped  the  exchange  of  the  pafiports  niight  be  made 
the  next  day,  or  on  Monday  at  fartheft.  I  heard  no 
more  from  hun  till  Sunday  night ;  but  finding  a  con* 
ference  had  been  appointed  for  eight  o'clock  on  Mon^ 
day  morning  upon  that  fubje6t,  between  the  States 
and  their  allies,  I  thought  fit  to  /peak  with  the  pen- 
fioner  late  on  Sunday  night,  and  endeavour  to  know  of 
him,  whether  there  were  any  new  occafion  of  this 
delay  in  a  matter  that  I  thought  deferved  a  better  and 
ipcedier  reception.  He  told  me,  the  true  reafon  was, 
that  the  emperor^s  minifter  had  not  yet  the  pafiports 
in  his  hands,  but  that  they  were  at  Cologn,  from  whence 
he  was  certain  to  receive  them  that  night ;  and  that, 
after  the  next  conference,  the  depudes  of  the  States 
would  certainly  attend  me  with  the  neceflary  pafiports, 
and  make  the  exchange. 

1  remember  very  well,  that  fome  months  fiince  the 
emperor's  minifter  afiirmed  to  be  then  pofiiefied  oX.  aU 
his  pafiports ;  iffhich  I  took  notice  of  to  thepenfioner, 
the  delay  being  fliort,  and^then  fo  near  an  end  But 
I  have  fince  reafon  to  believe,  the  difpatch  he  exped^ 
was  from  Dufieldorp  rather  than  Cologn,  and  con« 
certed  by  him  with  the  duke  of  Nieuburg,  in  order  to 
the  producing  fuch  a  refolution  as  I  received  yefi^rday 
frt>m  the  States.  The  penfioner  had  before  obfenrcd 
to  me  fome  diflTerence  between  the  pafiports  of  France 
and  thofe  of  the  confederates,  and  the  necefilty  of 
their  infifting  upon  their  being  equal,  which  I  under- 
take for.  One  was,  that  the  word  repajfer  was  omitted 
in  the  French.  Another  was,  th^t  the  clauie  for  li- 
berty 
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bcrty  of  couriers  was  io  likewife ;  whereas  both  were 
inferted  in  thofe  of  the  confederates.  And  the  third 
was,  that  there  was  but  one  French  paflport  for  any  of 
the  confederates,  except  only  for  Spain ;  whereas  thofe 
of  the  confederates  were,  three  tor  the  French  and 
Swedifh  minifters ;  and  io  many  would  be  neceffary 
for  each  of  the  confederates,  fmce  they  might  think 
fit  to  fend  fo  many  minifters,  and  either  from  fevcral 
places,  or  at  feveral  times,  fo  as  not  co  be  capable  of 
ufing  one  paflport. .  In  all  thefe  matters  we  found 
nothing  of  confequence  to  hinder  the  exchange  of 
paflports,  and  difpatch  of  them  to  the  relpeftive 
minifters.  Since,  on  the  one  fide,  I  made  no  difficuly 
of  engaging  his  majefty*s  endeavours  to  procure  the 
fupplement  of  thefe  defefts  on  the  French  fide :  •and, 
OH  the  other  part,  the  penfioner  faid,  they  would  de- 
dare,  that  in  cde  that  was  refufed,  their  paflports 
fliould  reach  no  farther  than  thofe  of  France  j  which 
1  did  not  conteft, 

Yefterday,  being  Monday,  afternoon,  two  of  the 
States  deputies  came  to  me,  and  told  me,  they  came 
from  their  mafters,  in  the  firft  place,  to  rej>eat  their 
thanks,  and  thofe  of  their  allies,  to  his  majcfly,  for 
the  late  offices  performed  in  this  matter  of  the  L^rrain 

Eafipons.  In  the  next,  to  make  the  exchange  of  them, 
aving  brought  with  them  thofe  of  their  confederates  5 
and  to  put  into  my  hands,  at  the  fame  time,  the  re- 
folutioii  taken  by  the  States  and  their  allies,  declaring 
the  conditions  upon  which  the  exchange  was  to  be 
made.  They  excufed  the  refolution's  'not  being  yet 
tranflated  into  French  by  reafon  of  the  hafte  they  made 
to  bring  it  me  after  it  was  agreed  on ;  but  did  under- 
take to  read  it  me  in  French,  out  of  the  Dutch  ori- 
ginal. T  he  firft  part  contained  thofe  three  particulars 
mentioned,  and  in  the  fame  manner  the  penfioner  un*- 
derftood  they  fliould  pafs:  but  after  that  caaie  a 
daufe^  tlut  whereas  the  duke  of  Nicubuig  was  lately 
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tokered  Into  the  confederacy;  that  his  majcfty  wai 
ddired  HkeWife  to  procure  pafTport^  for  his  minifters^ 
aod  an  aflTurance  from  the  king  tif  Fraiicd,  of  grant- 
ing paffports  to  whatfoever  prince  or  ftate  fhould 
here^ter  enter  incb  their  alliance:  withdut  both 
Which  the  prefent  paflports  fliould  be  of  no  force  or 
tfieA.  And  with  tbefe  cdndidons  they  offered  td 
inake  the  exchange  of  paflfports. 

I  was,  I  confefs,  very  much  furpfited  to  meit  with 
a  daufe  fo  little  expeded,  and,  as  I  thought^  fo  very 
impertinent)  and  thereupon  told  them,  without  far- 
ther deliberation,  my  own  thoughts  upon  it.     That 
for  the  fmall  difference  in  the  form  of  pafTpdrts,  I 
thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  and  queftioned 
not  his  majefty's  inftances  and  fuccefs  upon  tbeoi* 
That  for  the  laft,  I  efteemed  it  a  very  unfit  return  to 
fo  much  pains  as  his  majefly  had  taken  in  .the  purfuic 
of  this  affiiir^  and  the  diligence  he  had  ufed,  in  thd 
difpatch  of  the  Lorraih  paflports  by  exprefs,  imme- 
diately after  he  had,  with  fo  much  difficulty,  obtained 
them.      That  they   had  delayed  the  exchange  of 
them  now  for  eight  days,  and  at  length  offered  it  with 
conditions  that  I  efteemed  wholly  elufory,  and  upon 
which,  for  my  own  part,  I  could  pot  think  fit  to 
make  the  exchange;  not  knowing  what  other  adyan-« 
tage  would  be  gained  by  it,  than  to  keep  the  pafTporti 
of  the  confederates  as  long  in  my  cabinet,  as  I  had 
already  done  thoie  of  France  and  Sweden.  That  upon 
the  fifft  offer  of  his  majefty*s  mediation,  it  was  long; 
before  all  the  confederates  had  accepted  it  %  and  long 
before  chey  afterwards  agreed  to  a  place  of  treaty^ 
propofed  by  his  majefty,  though  in  their  oWn  territo* 
ries.     That  in  December  hft  they  fignified  to  his  ma^ 
jefty  the  names  of  all  their  confederates,  for  whonA 
they  defired  paiTports,  and  upon  the  difpatch  whereof 
they  then  aflured  the  delivery  of  theirs,  and  thofe  of 
the  confederates,  witbQUt  fanher  conditi^o.    That  an 
Yql.  IV*  Q^  Incident 
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incident*  having  fallen  out  upon  the  ftyle  of  the  duke 
of  Lorrain,  his  majefty  had,  for  feveral  months,  la- 
boured for  the  removal  of  ic,  and,  at  length,  obtained 
it,  with  great  difHcuIcy.    That  when  he  now  expefted 
the  immediate  change  of  the  pafTporcs,  and  confe- 
quently  the  fudden  forming  of  the  congrefs,  where* 
in  his  honour  was  fo  far  engaged,  they  clogged  it 
with  two  new  conditions ;  of  which  I  thought  the  firft 
out  of  form  and  out  of  time ;  and  the  other  wholly 
out  of  reafon  and  pradice.     That  for  the  diike  of 
Nieuburg,  I  knew  he  was  a  prince  for  whom  his 
majefty  had  not  only  a  particular  eflecm,  but  kindnels 
too;  and,  if  cither  before  or  after  the  exchange  of 
paflTports,  they  Ihould  have  Ijgnified  that  new  alliance 
to  his  majeniy,  and  their  defires  of  paflports  for  him^ 
1  believed  his  majefty  would  employ  the  fame  endear 
yours  for  his  minifters,  as  for  thofe  of  the  other  allies: 
but  hitherto  his  majefty  had  received  no  notice  of 
his  entering  into  the  confederacy,  unlefs  they  intended 
he  (hould  have  it  from  gazettes  \  nor  had  the  duke  of 
Nieuburg  either  received,  fince  the  offers  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  mediation,  or,  that  I  know  of,  fignified  his  ac- 
ceptation of  it  by  himfelf,  or  the  Scates,  as  all. other 
their  allies  had  done-,   and,  confequently,  it  was  out 
of  form,  to  defire  his  majefty*s  offices  in  this  matter 
before  thofe  circumilances  wer^  P?^^  t  ^"d  it  was^ 
very  much  out  of  time,  to  defire  thenn  juft  upon  the 
exchange  of  the  paiTports,  and  with  condition. of  their 
being  void  without  the  fuqcefs  of  them,  fin<^c  ,?he  ex-j 
ehange  was  intended  for  the  fudden  meeting  of  th€ 
plenipotentiaries  at  the  place  of  congrefs, .  .And  this 
condition  mud  of  necefllty  delay  it,  till^lx^h-  hi^  ma? 
jefty's  refolution  were  known  in  mediating;^  new  pro- 
pofal,  and  that  of  France  in  granting  it^  in  whic^  I  was 
not  yet  informed  of  either  of  their  intentions,  nor 
could  be,  till  a  return  from  both  courts*     That  fa» 
the  other  part  of  the  condition,  which  was  an  aflurancQ 

ftom 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Kirigy  the  Prince  of  Ordngiy  &c.     22/ 

from  France  of  granting  paflports  to.  all  princes,  or 
dates,  that  fhould  hereafter  enter  into  their  confede- 
racy ;  though  they  made  it  feem  plaufible,  by  olfer- 
ing  the  reciprocal  to  France  and  S^^eden^  from  the 
confederates,  yet  I  thought  it  wholly  impertinent  and 
impradicable.     And  though  I  could  not  pretend  to 
know  whether  either  his  majefty  would  .think  fit  to 
defire  it,  or  the  moft  chriftian  king  to  agree  to  it,  yec 
I  was  fure  I  would-  not  be  of  the  opinion  for  either  of 
them  to  be  done;  or  for  any  pa0ports  to  be  fqlicited 
by  one,;  or  given  by  the  other,  but  for  princes  and 
ftatcs  that  were  named  at  the  defiring  of  them**  That 
the  States  might  defrre paffports for  the.kings  of  Ma^- 
cafiar  and  Ceylon,  who  were  already  tlnir  allies,  .or  for 
the  duke  of  Mufcovy^  who,  I  hear,  was  invited  into 
the  confedcfacy  of  the  prcfcnt  war.  That  I. know  not^ 
whether  his  majefty  woujd  .trpuble  himftlf  wi^h  ame* 
diation  in  their  behalfs.  That  to  go  nearer  hp^nsi  (ome 
prince  in  the  ajiliance  of  France  might  cha.nge'h^fpaf'ty^ 
and  enter  into  theirs;  %  and  I  did  not  know^  wh^i;her  in 
fuch  a  ca(e»  the  mod  chriftian  king :Would;;|hink.6t 
toadmitfucb  an  ally,  into  t  he  t/eaty,  or^.^vK^^er  li^s 
majefty  would  folicit  it:    nor*  did  I  .(:on<3eiVi?  either 
could  be^folved  without  theconfideringof  circum- 
ftances,  as  they  ihoulid.^Ppear,when  thctjCafe.came  in 
qgeftion.     That,  in  themew.time,  ip  .q^akt  thf  y^^ 
lidi^  of  the;  pr^fent  paflpor^  depend  uponr  a:fuf;u)i/9 
condition*  tWluch  could  nocbe  fecuredi)cfpre*h§n^, 
weif  jto  make  the  congrefs  wholly  defpers^jci'  ^r  no 
^[liniderh  eU^er  from  Fi:ana&  pr  Sweden,  f%y^d,  think. 
6t  to  €<)me  p  Nimeguen,  when^  in  c^ie  ft$  any  dmp 
during  their  jefidence  tbere^  upon  the  StgSQS  d<;firing 
paflports.^r  a  n^w  ally,  whic^  France  (upon  circum* 
ftances  that  mfght  attend  it)  fhould  have  reafon  to  re- 
fufe,  the  prefent  paifporcs  were  to  become  im  media te-t 
ly  void^  and  not  only  thereuppji.  the  negotiations,  if 
begun,  ornc?erfomuchadvanccdy  muftjoimediately 

Q^  2  ceale 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


a  18  Letters  of  Sir  Jf^illimn  "temple 

ceafe;  bu^  the  French  and  Swedifli  minifters  maft 
remain  in  their  enemies  country,  without  any  fafety  to 
their  very  peribns ;  fince  that  could  be  grounded  only 
upon  their  paflports,  which  would  remain  in  danger 
of  becoming  invalid  upon  any  fuch  accident.  That^ 
for  my  own  part,  I  took  this  to  be  a  ftrain  of  fome  of 
the  allies,  which  were  enemies  of  peace,  and  fo  em* 
ploved  their  wits  to  find  out  pretences  of  delaying^ 
or  breaking  the  congrefs;  That  however,  fince  they 
brought  it  me  as  a  refolution  of  the  States,  I  defired  it 
in  French  (as  all  ufed  to  be  that  paflfed  between  his 
majelly  and  this  State)  though  the  ufe  \  intended  to 
make  of  it  was  not  fo  much  to  fend  it  to  his  majefty^ 
as  to  draw  up  immediately  an  anfwer  to  it  of  my 
own,  containing  the  prefect  remarks  I  had  made  to 
chem  upon  it,  and  what  others  (hould  occur  to  me 
upon  fecond  thoughts,  whicK  I  would  not  only  fend  tc^ 
the  States^  but' at  the  fime  rime  print  and  public  it„ 
that  all  their  fubjofts  might  fee  upon  what  poinH 
they  and  their  confederates  turned  the  affiiirs  of  the 
peace:  in  which  I  knew  very  Avell  how  the  people  of 
thefe  provinces  were  concerned,  whether  the  govern- 
ment  or  their'  allies  were  fo  or  no, 

'  Upon  thcfe  reprefentations  the  deputies  of  the  States 
were  fo  far  m^ved^  that,  inftead  of  replying  or  main« 
taining  the  refolution  thWHSfd  brought,  they  told  me» 
what  I  had  faid  Wai»  dr  fo  much  weighty  that  they 
thought  themfelves  obliged  tb  reprefehtk  to  the  States^ 
before  they  delivered  mi  th6  refolution.  ThA  %hey 
defired  me  therefore  to  excufe  them  for  the  delivery  crff 
k,  till  next  day ;  audi  in  the  mean  time,  were  very 
glad  to  utideriland  my  opinion' upon  it,  which  they 
would  report  to  their  motors  that  very  ifevening^  and 
doubted  not  <&  having  another  confereiiei  upon  it  thi» 
morning  with  their  allies-* 

At  their  going  aWay,.  after  all  this  had  pafcd,  one 
pf  them  told  mc  privately,,  ^uefttvvisla  plus  grand& 
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raifon  du  mnde:  that  their  coanpliance  with  fome  of 
their  allies  had  engaged  rhem  in  this  matter,  upon  a 
letter  from  the  duke  of  Nieuburg,  that  «came  yefter- 
day,  defiring  no  exchange  might  be  made  of  the 
pafljx)!^  without  fccuring  hj[s  according  to  his 
treaty. 

That  which  I  underftood  to  be  at  the  bottom  of 
this  whole  matter  is  the  intereft  of  the  ^mpejx>r,  not 
only  to  iecure  the  paflports  for  the  dpke  of  Nieuburgi 
who  is  at  prefent  entered  into  the  ajlia^ce,  but  likc<> 
wife  for  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  who,  they  l)clieve^  will 
alfo  be  fuddenly  engaged,  and  chiefly  by  .the  offices 
ci  the  duke  of  Nieuburg  to  that  purpofe,  who,  being 
of  the  fame  family,  has  great  credit  and  influe;nce  yn 
the  court  of  Bavaria.  And  they  believe  neither  of 
them  will  be  engaged  without  the  fame  condition^  of 
being  equally  confidered  in  all  treaties,  and  compre- 
hended in  any  peace,  with  the  reft  of  the  confederate^ 
already  named. 

I  know  not  what  I  Ihall  receive  from  the  States  this 
evening,  and  before  the  clofure  of  this  pacquet ;  but 
in  the  mean  time,  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  give  his 
majefty  this  account  of  what  has  hitherto  pafled:  and 
am  of  opinion,  the  States  will  not  be  able  to  bear  the 
noife  of  this  matter,  if  they  perfift  in  it ;  but  that^ 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  they  will  be  forced  to  confider  the  hu- 
mour of  their  people,  as  well  as  tlK  intereft  of  tbt^r 
allies. 

Thus  far  I  had  written  by  four  o'clock  this  afternoon; 
fince  which  time  the  deputies  of  the  States  have  agai^ 
been  with  me,  and  told  me,  that  having  reprefenttd 
to  the  Sutes  the  reafon  I  gave  them  yefterday  again^ 
the  refolution  they  had  then  brought  me,  they  had  lince 
had  a  conference  with  their  allies  upon  them ;  and 
that  they  all  agreed,  that  to  expreb  the^enerftl  and 
fincere  intentions  they  ail  had  towards  a  peace,  and 
withal,   the  great  regard  they  had  for  ^e  opinioo  of 
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an  ambaffador  of  his  majefty's,  in  what  he  thought 
concerned  both  the  honour  and  defircs  of  his  majefty 
in  the  mediation  of  the  peace,  they  would  remove  thofe 
difficulties  I  had  obferved  Jike  to  arife  upon  yeftcrday's 
refolution  ;  and  to  that  end  had  altered  the  refolution 
itfelf,  and  brought  me  in  a  form,  which  they  doubted 
not  would  agree  with  his  majefty's  intentions;  and! 
had  given  it  the  fame  date,  to  the  end  there  might  be 
no  appearance  of  the  former  refolution :  and  that  in 
purfuit  of  it  they  were  ready  to  exchange  tjie  paff- 
ports  without  any  fuch  conditions  as  were  yefterday 
mentioned. 

I  read  the  refolution  (which  I  fend  you  inclofed)  an4 
found  nothing  elfe  to  refleA  on,  but  the  laft  claufe ; 
and  afked  them,  whether  they  underftood  it  to  refer 
only  to  the  precedent  period,  concerning  the  equality 
pretended  in  the  paflports  •,  or,  likewife,  to  that  former 
claufe  aboutthedukeofNicuburg,  They  both  affirmed, 
that  it  was  meant  only  to  refer  to  that  immediately 

Preceding,  and  not  to  what  concerned  the  duke  of 
lieuburg.  Upon  this  we  proceeded  to  the  exchange 
of  paflports,  in  which  we  found  feveral  points  a  little 
defedtivej  as  that  four  of  the  German  princes  had  not 
yet  fent  their  paflports ;  nor  could  they  affure  me 
when  they  (hoold  have  them.  But  the  chief  was,  that 
thofe  of  the  emperor  were  not  yet  here  ;  but  they  af- 
firmed, that  they  were  every  day  expelled,  and  that 
they  had  been  here  fome  months  fince,  but,  upon 
thole  of  France  being  ffiort  of  the  form  agreed  on, 
efpecially  in  the  claufe  about  couriers,  the  emperor's 
minifter  had  fcut  for  new  ones  in  the  fame  form  -,  and 
was  affu red  they  were  at  Cologn,  where  be  had  like- 
wife  feat  the  okl  ones,  fo  as  to  be  now  poffcfled  of 
pone. 

In  the  next  place,  there  were  no  paflports  from 
Spain,  no  more  than  from  the  emperor,  for  the 
bi&Qp  of  §tra(bgrgi  but  thefc  tbcy  affurcd  tnc  were 
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oonlented  to  by  both,  and  undertook  to  put  them  into 
my  hands.  In  the  next  place,  becaufe  France  had 
feat  but  one  paflport  for  each  of  the  confederates 
befides  Spain,  they  had  each  of  them  fent  but  one  for 
France;  and  the  fame  happened  likewife  in  thofe  of 
Sweden.  But  the  exchange  of  our  paffports  having 
begiin  by  thofe  of  France  and  Spain  and  this  State,  and 
fome  of  thefe  difficulties  not  appearing  till  that  was 
performed,  which  feemed  the  moft  material,  we  con- 
cluded to  go  on  in  the  exchange,  as  far  as  we  were 
provided;  and  thereupon  proceeded  as  far  as  you  will 
fee  marked  in  the  inclofed  lift.  Thofe  from  France 
and  Sweden  to  the  emperor,  and  the  four  German 
princes  who  have  not  yet  fent  their  paffports,  I  have 
retained  ftill  in  my  hands  till  theirs  arrive.  I  (hall 
cxpeft  thofe  of  the  emperor  till  Friday ;  by  which  time 
the  deputies  affure  me  they  will  be  here.  If  they  come 
not  by  that  time,  I  (hall  be  fure,  however,  to  difpatch 
away  all  thofe  I  am  already  poffcffed  of  to  t(ie  French 
ambafladors,  by  the  conveyance  you  prefcribe  me  of 
an  cxprefs  to  Maeftricht  j  and  deliver  thofe  for  Sweden 
to  monfieur  Sylvercroon,  the  commiffary  of  that 
crown;  excepting  one  you  defire  for  monfieur  Spar, 
which  I  (hall  fend  in  blank  to  your  hands,  being  al- 
ready poffeffcd  of  three  from  the  States;  and  refolving 
to  endeavour  to  get  as  many  by  that  time  from  Spain 
and  Denmark,  if  thofe  minifters  have  fo  many  in 
their  hands. 

For  the  bi(hop  of  Strafburg  I  formerly  fent  you  one 
from  this  State;  and  fhall  follow  it  with  the  reft  as 
fbon  as  they  arrive.  In  the  mean  time,  you  will  pleafe 
to  procure  three  paffports  for  the  emperor,  for  I  have 
yet  but  one;  and  that  may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  the 
reafon  of  the  emperor's  minifter*s  difowning  to  have 
any  paffports;  being  a  man  fomething  pundilious, 
and  having  defired  me,  a  week  ago,  to  procure  them, 
not  without  complaint  of  fuch  a  negled  from  France; 
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but  without  any  thing  that  lQo)^ed  lil^e  bis  wanting^ 
thofc  of  his  matter. 

I  hope  his  majelly  wUI  approve  the  progrcfs  I  have 
made  in  this  matter,  though  it  be  hot  yet  coirplete; 
which  has  fallen  out,  chieQy,  by  the  number  or  p^* 
ports  failing  on  the  French  and  Swedifh  part.  I  panpot 
but  be  gl^d  to  find  it  upon  the  terms  it  now  is,  conli- 
idering  where  it  was  ycfterday;  and  did  not  expeA  fo 
abfolute  a  change  of  the  refolution  in  fb  iittje  time, 
having  laft  njght  found  mpnQeur  Serinchamps  very 
peremptory  in  defending  th^t  refolution  of  the  States. 
But  this  morning  the  Hanover  refidcnt  told  my  fecre* 
%zxf^  that  there  had  been  very  \v4rm  debates  upon  it 
between  thjB  States  ^nd  fomc  o\  phcir  allies,  who  pcr- 
iifted  fo  far,  that  the  penHoner  alked  them :  Et  que 
tretendiZ'Vous  doncy  fmejjieurs^  ie  ncus  fatre  deehirer 
far  l§  canaille  ?  but  thefe  paflages  of  their  private  con- 
ferences you  will  pleafe  may  npt  be  public,  becaufe 
(hat  may  hinder  me  another  time  from  knowingthem, 
which  h  fomctimes  neceflary  to  acquaint  me  with  the 
fprings  frorp  which  the  public  motions  of  fuch  afiairs 
^rife. 

I  have  reafon  to  think  you  tired  out  with  this  lengthy 
ftnd  ap:?  very  fenfible  of  jaeing  fo  myfelf ;  which  leaves 
me  oniy  to  jacl{:no>y ledge  yours  of  the  fifth,  not  finding 
any  thing  rtquirps  farther  return  than  what  I  have  al- 
ready faid  about  the  paflfports  you  ipention  from  mon* 
lleur  Spar,  ai>d  the'bf'hop  of  Straiburg.  ^am  Sir^ 
your,  &ic. 

To  Sir  yo/epb  Williatrifon, 

S  I  R,  H*gue^  May  ?2,  N,  §.  \6j6, 

i;>  Y  lad  pod  I  gave  you  an  apcoqnt  pf  the  exchange 
•*-'  of  pgflTports  being  made  late  that  pight :  I  de- 
layed the  fending  them  away  to  Maeftricht  till  this 
fpgrningi  both  if)  e^fpeftntioa  of  ^p  e^nperof's  pa^et 
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f>f  iaft  ordinary  from  Germany,  md  likewife  in  hopes 
p{  obc^ining  two  pafib  more  from  each  of  the  cotm- 
jderace  minifters  by  the  offices  promiled  me  by  the 
States  deputies  |to  that  porpofe.  Yefterday  one  of 
them  fent  me  word,  they  had  endeavoured  it  in  vain^ 
and  they  would  give  no  more  than  one,  though  they 
liad  more  in  their  hands,  till  they  fueceive  as  many 
from  France  as  pras  defined  of  them* 

This  morning  the  emperor^s  minifter  fent  me  word 
|iis  pafiports  were  not  come  by  the  Iaft  night's  ordi- 
nary; and  that  the  old  ones  whidi  he  expedcd  from 
Cologn,  had  been  in  monfieur  Fifher's  hand,  who  was 
fince  gone  up  into  Germany ;  fothathe  foonerexpe6ked 
the  new  ones  from  Vienna.  Hereupon  I  made  my 
difpatch  ready  to  be  fent  away  to  Maeftricht  by  noon  i 
when,  juft  upon  the  parting  of  it,  I  received  a  letter 
from  monfieur  Pompone,  defiring  me,  that  inftead  of 
the  paOport  for  the  duke  de  Vicry,  there  might  be  one 
for  the  iparefchal  d^Eftrades,  whom  the  moft  chriftian 
king  l^d  appoifited  hi^s  plenipotentiary  in  place  pf  that 
dtike,  upon  the  continuance  pf  his  indifpofition.  I 
was  forced  hereupon  to  open  my  pacquec  again,  and 
lent  the  duke  of  Vitry*s  paflport  to  the  greffier,  with 
this  defiDe;  but  he  returned  me  anfwer,  that  the  States 
were  up,  and  that  it  could  not  poflibly  be  done  till 
itheir  fitting  again  to-morrow  morping;  fo  that  ic 
will  be  to-morrow  noon  befpre  my  pacquet  with  the 
pafiports  can  go  away. 

If  you  think  it  neceflary  for  the  French  ambafladorf 
to  have  three  feveral  pa^ports  froni  each  of  the  con- 
federates, you  will  pleafe  to  defire  the  fame  number 
ffir  each  of  them  from  France,  which  the  S  wediih  com* 
miflary  here  has  promifed  to  do  from  that  crown ;  but 
efpecially  for  the  emperor,  who  has,  it  feems,  al- 
ready named  three  ambaflfadors  for  the  congrefs. 
*yoa  will  pleafe  likewife  to  prefis  the  declaration  of  the 
peutral  country,  which  the  confederates,  on  their  part. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


234  Letters  of  Sir  IVUUam  Temple 

have  left  wholly  to  his  majefty  to  esctend  as  he  pleafes, 
provided  it  be  between  the  two  rivers.  If  his  ma- 
jefty pleafes.to  pitch  upon  any  certain  line  to  the  eaft 
from  one  river  to  another/  the  thing  is  done:  but,  for 
my  part,  I  cannot  fee  how  any  other  can  do  it,  but  the 
Fofia  Mariana,  which  is  an  open  canal,  and  fo  will 
kave  no  difpute*,  beiides,  it  takes  in  Cleve,  where, 
for  aught  I  hear,  the  princes  who  have  accepted  the 
pope's  mediation  defign  the  refidence  of  that  minifter, 
or  in  ibme  village  near  tt. 

I  fend  you  inclofed  a  pafTport  of  the  States  for 
monfieur  Spar,  which  your  lad:  defired  ;  though  he 
writes  word  to  monfieur  Sylvercroon,  that  he  goes  not 
to  the  cofigrefs,  but  into  Sweden;  I  fend  you  likewiie 
a  pafTport  from  the  duke  of  Lorrain  for  the  bifiiop  of 
StraA)urg's  minifter;  which  is  all  yet  come  to  my 
hands  :  that  of  the  States  you  have  long  fmce;  and 
mondeur  de  Lyra  has  promifed  me  one  from  Spain  with 
the  firft ;  as  the  emperor's  refident  has  likcwife  done 
for  his  mafter,  with  the  other  pallports.  I  am,  Sir» 
your,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofeph  JVilUamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  May  26,  N.  S.  1676. 

"D  Y  my  laft  I  gave  you  an  account  of  one  day*s 
^  delay  fallen  out  in  difpatch  of  the  paflports,  by  the 
change  defired  by  monfieur  Pompone  in  that  for  the 
duke  of  Vitry.  The  next  day,  being  Saturday,  I 
procured  the  paflport  for  the  marefchal  d'Eftrades, 
and  difpatched  away  the  trumpet  to  Maeftricht  about 
noon.  He  feemed  to  doubt  he  could  not  be  there 
under  four  days,  fo  as  I  cannot  expcft  to  hear  of  him 
again  till  the  end  of  this  week. 

1  affured  the  French  plenipotentiaries  of  the  empe- 
ror's paffes,  and  the  other  four  German  princes  (that 
were  wanting)  in  fome  few  days^  but  endeavoured  to 
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poflefs  them,  bow  little  thofe  paflfes  would  be  neceflary 
for  their  journey  to  Nimeguen,  which  I  hoped  they 
would  not  delay  upon  that  occaGon.  I  know  not  how 
they,  will  underftand  or  govern  themfelves,  but  Ihall 
inform  you  as  foon  as  I  receive  advice  by  the  return 
of  the  trumpeto 

I  have  this  day  received  yours  of  the  12th,  and  (hall 
make  the  beft  ufe  of  what  you  there  advife  me,  con- 
cerning the  miftaken  grounds  of  fo  many  furmifes  here 
about  his  majefty's  partiality  in  the  prefent  war,  which 
I  have  met  with  oftener  of  late  than  I  thought  fit  to 
trouble  you  with,  and  ought  to  ajk  your  pardon  for 
doing  it  at  all,  unlefs  it  be  upon  formal  complaints 
from  the  States;  though,  perhaps,  it  may  not  be 
unfit  for  you  to  know  fomething  of  their  thoughts  and 
common  difcourfe  in  this  kind^  as  well  as  of  their 
formal  paces. 

I  am  fully  inftrudted  by  your  laft,  in  the  ftate  of  his 
majefty's  prefent  refolutions  concerning  the  firft  vifits 
which  are  to  attend  upon  his  further  pleafure,  after  the 
mind  of  the  Auflrian  minifters  is  known.  .As  to  that 
of  the  neutral  country,  I  very  well  remember  the  ftate 
it  was  left  in,  which  you  are  pleafed  to  mind  me  of; 
but  as  France  refufed  the  extent  his  majefty  would 
have  given  it,  to  take  in  Meurs,  fo  the  confederates 
abfolutely  (and,  indeed,  from  their  firft  accepting  of 
the  town  of  Nimeguen)  excluded  that  ofier  of  two 
leagues  round  it,  and  confined  the  neutrality  to  the 
two  rivers.  Nor  is  the  jcaloufy  of  the  French  entering 
into  the  heart  of  the  country  greater  in  the  prince 
and  thofe  of  the  prefent  government  here,  than  it  is 
in  the  Spanifii  and  Imperial  councils,  fo  as  that  is  a 
liniit  that  cannot  take  place;  nor  indeed  if  it  could, 
do  I  fee  how  any  line  defcribed,  only  by  diftance  of 
leagues,  or  any  other  meafures,  can  ever  free«that 
matter  from  perpetual  difputes  upon  incurfions  which 
parties  may  make,  and  truft  to  wrangling  about  what 
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difbnce  the  place  was  at  where  the  hoftility  was  com* 
muted;  therefore  I  defire  you  will  put  his  majefty 
in  mind  of  fome  refolution  in  this  matter  (upon  which 
I  refer  you  to  what  I  fald  in  my  laft)  fince,  till  it  be 
agreed  and  declared,  there  can  be  no  fafety  for  the 
minifters  that  wiU  be  repairing  to  the  congrcfs. 

I  ihall  fpeak  to  the  penfioner  of  monfieur  Oudart's 
bafinefs  the  very  next  time  I  fee  him,  and  give  you 
an  account  of  it ;  which  is  all  I  remember  at 
prefent  neceflary  to  lengthen  this  trouble,  from.  Sir, 
your»  &c. 

To  the  Ambafladors  of   AuxAfnhaffadeurs^Fraiut^ 
France,  Meflieurs  Col-         Colbert  fc?  d^An)aux. 
bert  and  d'Avaux. 

Hagac,  May  22,  N.  S.  1676,     LaMaye,May%l,N.S.  i6y6. 


Meffieors, 

AFTER  fo  many  difScul- 
ties  ID,  the  affair  of  the 
paflTports,  at  laft,  about  two 
days  ago,  they  have  been  ex- 
changed. I  have  ever  fince 
been  in  expeAation  of  the 
emperor's  paflporis,  which 
his  a^iufter  gave  me  reafoa  to 
ibelieve  woald  be  brought  by 
the  ooarier  which  arrived  here 
from  Germany  laft  night. 
Thofc  of  the  eleftor  palatine, 
of  Mentz,  of  Triers,  and 
of  Muofter,  are  alfo  behind ; 
*ut  are  promtfed  to  be  deli- 
.vered  ia  a  very  few  day$. 
^Ztie  caber  confederates  wi^ 
^e  me  no  more  than  one  pafl^ 
|x>rt  each,  although  I  have 
Hood  reafon  to  believe,  that 
their  minifters  here  have  three 
^  their  hands :  their  dealing 
.thu^ 


jPris  iant  de  diffictd^ 

-^  iez  fur  V affaire  d$s 

peffeports^  Fecbange  i  eft  fait 

a  la  fin  deptut  deux  jours. 

yaj  attmuiu  defuds  pour 

avoir  cemc  de  remperntr^ 

lefquels  fon  mimftre  icy  ufa 

fait  efperer  par  te  eourier 

d^AUmagne^  arrive  bier  au 

foir.    11  y  a  anfffi  ceux  de 

VekReur  palatin^  de  May^ 

enee^  de  Treves^  et  de  Afyu* 

fter,  qui  manquant  encore^  et 

qtfon  pramet  en  fort  pen  de 

jours.    Les  asUres  cot^ede- 

rex  ne  niont  voulu  donner 

que  cbacun  un  paffeportj  en^ 

cere  que  fay  raifon  de  croire 

que  lews  minijtres  icy  ont 
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tha$  is  founded  upon  this; 
that  eech  of  them  hath  been 
fiimirtied  with  one  paO^rt 
only  from  FranoB.  Notwlth* 
ibfiJing  theie  littk  defaults, 
and  the  reftriftkms  made  by 
Ibe  indofed  rcfoIutioQ  of  the 
Sutes  Geoeral,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  no  longer  to  put  off 
dupatching  thofe  pa/IJxirts 
ivhich  I  have  already  received 
for  your  excelleRcies ;  being 
fully  perfoaded,  that  thefeint 
cidents  cao  io  no  wayi  be  any 
hindrance  to  you  from  oak- 
iug  ufeof  them  for  your  jour- 
ney to  Nim^ueb^  the  route 
that  your  excellencies  will 
take,  being  at  a  fufficient  dif- 
tauce  from  aay  (^  the  ter-* 
ritories  of  thofe  princes  who 
bave  not  as  yet.fent  thdr  paOr 
ports.  The  Imperial  xahA* 
iter  aflur^  me^  that  the  delay 
oa  his  fide  is  only  owing  to  a 
change  m$de  In  the  form  of 
the  pafTports,  occafioned  by 
the  denial  of  France  to  per* 
nrit  the  firee  paflage  of  con* 
riers :  thb has itopped theErft 
pafiJEiottt-vpoftthe  road,  w^ic^ 
had  been  difpatched  by  the 
emperor;  and  the  incident 
about  ttie  duke  of  Lorrain, 
which  .iince  fell  out,  is  the 
reafon  'why  no  more  hafte  has 
been  made  in  difpatchiog  new 
cues.  '  I  do  not  apprehend 


trots  en  maini  nuns  Us  fe 
fondent  fur  ce  q$^il  n^  aeu 
que  four  cbacun  d^eux  u» 
piffepart  de  Frana.  Non- 
obftam  ees  peiiis  defmUs^  ei 
Us  reftriaioHs  forUts  dam 
la  refolution  de  megieufs  In 
Etats  jeirveloppie^  fay  erU  de 
mon  devoir  de  ne  plus  defe* 
rer  la  depkbe  des  paffeporU 
que  fay  en  vuun^  vers  va$ 
excellences^  ne  creyane  fas 
que  ces  eircon/hmces  vous 
peuvent  empicber  de  vous  em 
feruirpour  k  voyage  de  Ni^ 
m^ue\  la  route  que  V.  Ex. 
doivent  tenirfe  trouvamt  of- 
fez  eloignee  de  terres  dtcee 
princes-la  qui  ttmu  encore 
envoy  €  leurs  paffeports.  Le 
miitiftre  de  Vempereur  ni^af^ 
fure  que  ce  retardemeni 
rf^  arrhe  que  par  le  change-^ 
ment  furven^  auformulaire 
des  paffeports  fur  le  refus  ^ 
la  France  de  eonfentir  alalia 
herti  des  couriers^  ce  qui  a 
fait  retenir  en  cbemin  les  pre- 
miers paffeports  depicbezpar 
Fempereur^  C^  que  Find- 
dene  de  Lorraine  eiantfur^ 
^enu  depttisy  on  ne  s'e/f  pas 
preffi  de  depicber  Us  fuonds. 


flMt' there  is  auy  great  myf.  7^  croy  qfil  9^y  a  pas  grand 

i€rj   m   this;  "but  believe,  miftire,  &  qu'il y  a  eu plU- 

that  It  is  all  rather  owing  to  tSt  de  noncb/ilance  que  di 

ovcrfight,  than  to  any  ill  ia-  malicCn     Je  ne  manqueraj 
fezitioo,    I    &M,    however,  ^> 

take  ^ 
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take  care  to'prefs,  as  far  as 
poflible^  the  doihg  what  is  yet 
behind;    and,   in  the   mean 
time,   I  hopfc  your  excellen- 
cies will  endeavour  to  get  two 
other  paflports  difpatched  for 
the  emperQr  apd  two  for  the 
States,  for  whom,  as  yet,  I 
hare  received  only  one,    no 
more  than  I  have  for  any  of 
the  other    allies,    excepting 
Spain.  Thtfminifters.ofBran- 
debburg  .demand  alio  three, 
in  granting'  which  I  do  not 
iee  there  can  be  any  difficul- 
ty.    I  have  Dent  this  prefent 
difpatch    to    monfieur  d'Ef- 
trade's  *by  a  trujnpeter,   as  I 
was  ordered  by  his  majefty, 
and  (hould  be  very 'glad  to 
hear,  as  foon  as  may  be,  that 
your  cxcdlcDci^s^.bave  receiv- 
ed it,  aqd  to  Hav^  the  honour 
^nd  pleafure  of  (hewing  you 
at  Nimeguen,  with  how  par- 
ticular a  rcfpeft  and  efteem  1 
am,  meffieurs,  your  eicellen- 
cies  moft  humble  and  'moft 
obedient  fervadU 


fas  de  prejfer  tant  qtefe 
pourrois  le  refie  de  cette  af- 
faire i  (^  en  attendant  fe- 
fpere  que  vas  Exs.  tacberont 
defaire  ^picher  deux  autres 
pajfeports  pour  Pempereur^ 
&  deux  pour  cet  Etat^  pour 
qui  je  ffay  refu  qu^un  en* 
eorey   cpmme  pour  tons  les 
alliezhornttsrEJpagne.  Les 
mniftres  de  BrMdebourg  en 
demandmt  tms  auffi^  fur 
quoy  Je  ne  vois  aucune  dtffi- 
culte.  J^ay  envoye  la  depiche 
prefente  par  un  trompette  i 
mottfieur  ffEJlradeSy  felon 
les  orJres  de  fa  tnajefie^  & 
ferai  bien  aife  de  /avoir  au 
pl4^t  que  F.  £»s.  Parent 
bieH  refu^   ^  que  fauraj 
hientit  Vhonneur  6?  la  fa-- 
tisfaSion  de  vous  faire  voir 
aNimegue  le  refpeS^lS  /f 
fiime  particuliere  avec  ta^ 
yulle  jejuis^  meffieurs^  de 
V.  excellences  leJrh.  humbJe 
(S  tris  obiijfani  ferwteter. 


To  MonfieuT  d-Eftrades^      Au  Monfieur  d'Epades. 


Hague,  Mayi2,.N.S.  1676". 
"  S  I  R, 

TDY  order  of  the  king  my 
•^  maft<:r,  I  {end  to  you  the 
pacquct  direfted  to  my  lords 
the  ambaffadorl  of  his  moft 
chriftian  Inajcfty  at  Charle- 
ville, 


La  Hay e^  May  20,  S.  N.  i6y€. 

JUmfieur^ 
jyAR  les  erdres  Ju  ray 
*  mon  nktitre,ie  vous  en* 
voye  le  pacquet  aeftini  pour 
meffieurs  les  ambajfadeurs 
du  rcy  tris  cbrUien  2  Char* 
levilki 
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Villc,  in  which  are  contain^ 
the  paflTports  of  the  confedev 
rates  neceflkry  for  their  pro 
ceediog  toAhp  place  pf  cqqt 
grefs.  i  make  ro  queftio&bu( 
yoo.  m\[  (ake  all^oicedful  case 
to  forwarcf  fo  great  a  work, 
and  pay  ah  due  reg^irB  to  his 
majefty's  defircs,  that  no  hin- 
drance may ''be  lany  way  put  to 
the  advaaciDg  it*  a&  much  '4is 
poffible.,      *.;   .\\     ,  * .    ^'\ 

I  defire  yotij  Sir,  to'  let  me 


leville^  ^  /contenani  \les 
paffeports  des  confederez  ne^ 
ceffaires.  a  .leur  V^age  an 
Hat  de  congres.:  ,je  nt  douti 
pas  que  vous  en  aurez  Je  foin 
Mi  tfi  deu  ^'Pacbeminement 
a^nnji  grand  ouvrage^  (^ 
au  dejir  de  fa  majejle^  qu*U 
rfy  4  poitH  de  retar dement  i 
la  faire  avancer  tout  ce  qui 
ferapffible.  . 

Je  'Oous  fuppUei    mon- 


know  by4hc^*riMi>f)cter,  when  jf^r^  i^  me  fhire  f avoir  par 
he  returns,  that  n  is  comefirfe    le'^efour  du  trompette,  que 


to  your  baAd^,;  ajpud  that  you 
ftill  have.in  yourjemembrance 
one  who  h?s\^bceo#fQ  Jpng 
time,  and '  (hall  always  coa- 
Hnue,  with  i  vety  parficulaf 


j)ous' les  aurez  bien  refus^ 
IS  qu^il  vous./ouvstnt  encore 
d'une  per/onne  qui  a^^te^fi 
}mgtems\,  .&^.  qui  fera  tou- 


eftccm,  Sir,  your  excellency^  j^urs^  awc  une  ifiimi^^tres 

moft  humWe.  and  moft  obctfi^  paf^tiailiire,    mdnfieun  •  de 

wfcnraufc^;.',          ....   .  V.Exc/ktresbttmhle^ 

.'^  hes'o'^ci^ni'fef'Viteur. 


••..A. 


CO. 


To  Mogfi^vr  d'Efl^adcs,  ^'Au^ Mokjiekr  TEJftades. 

Hague,  May  ^3,  W.  S;  ^^76'.  ^TTdye^  May22;'S\N,  1676. 

T  H  X  b  y^ftef'day -finifhed  the  r^'-M(fii\yier  athh^  cette 

^  in<feftd.dirp»tch,  tofend  J'ieptcle^invi^^^^^ 

byottv  purfuant  to.tbe.orderj  ^^^  Vet^^ojer  Je\onUs  or^ 


^  the  ktnjijny  qu^er,  with 
my  rpqqeft,  ,f.h^t-.yoii  wouI4 
pleafe  to  forward  if  as.fcJon  as 
poflible  to  the  lords  the  ple- 
nlpotentiafics  of  his  moft  chrif- 
tian  majefiy  at  Charletille : 
when  th*c '  trumpeter  was 
Ojpoa  his  .departure^  I  received 
a  letter 


dres^dn  roy  m^n-maitr^^,  fs? 
vous  prier  de  la  /aire  tenir 
au  pl&tSt  A  meffieurs  let 
plenipotentiaires  dw  roy 
tres'cbritien^  d  Cbarlrjtlle, 
^lajtd  le  trompetle  devoit 
partitj  Pay  refu  une  lettre 

de 
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a  letter  from  moofieor  Fom** 
pone,  inwhichheadvifedme) 
that  yoor  excdlenqr  was  ap- 
|X)iated  ooe  of  them  io  the 
loom  of.  the  duke  of  Vitry; 
iffid  therefore  defired  me  to 
dUpatch  forthwith  a  paflport 
tot  you»  and  to  ftopjtbtc  wliidi 
was  already  in  my  hands  from 
the  States  General  for  the  faid 
lluke.  For»  as  for  the  Spanilh 
paflports^  they  hare  blanks 
left  in  them»  and  fo  there  is 
SQ  need  that  they  Ihocild  be 

^^changed    on    this    occafioo. 

^  This  has  caufed  one  day^s  de* 
lay,  there  being  no  poflibility 
of  difpatching  the  palTport 
jefterday  in  the  afternoop. 
beoHife  the  States  never  af' 
femble  but  ia  mornings*  III 
the  mean  time»  1  greatly  pkafi: 
myfelf  with  receiving  (b  agree- 
able a  notice,  which  giye$ 
ine  hopes  of  enjoying  an  aifid: 
ance  and  a  converiatioa  fuch 
as  is  yours,  the  latter  of  which 
will  not  be  more  agreeahb^to 
me,  than  the  former  will  be 
;^vantage<His  in  epndu^ixig 
an  affair  of  fach  high  impor- 
tance;  and  that  djsferves.  tp 

g{s  through  Hancis  as  experi- 
ced  and  fuccefsful  as  yours 
are.  On  this  acconnt  it  is; 
that  I  ought  ralfier  to  wt(h  his 
sioft  chriftian  majefty  jay  of 
thisehoice  thanyonrfelf,  fincc 
yoo  will  find,  no  doobt,  « 
great  deal  of  trouble  in  it,  as 
well  as  reap  a  great  deal  of 
glory  from  it. 

I  fend 


4e  nunffieur  de  Pompenii 

par  laquelk  il  me  dotma  Pa^ 

vis  que  voire  excellence  eti 

etoit  tm^  au  lieu  du^becide 

Viify\  IS  me  frU  Jk  fmre 

i^Aer  un  pajfeport  pour 

vous^  en  retenant  celuyfue 

favois  en  nuun  pour  ledit 

Sue  ie  la  part  de  mejfieurs 

ks  Eiats  G^neraux.    Car 

pour  kspajfeports  d^Efpagne 

Us  font  tons  en,  blas^c^    & 

fCmU  befoin  d^aucun  cbange^ 

meni  /ur  cette  occafion.    Ce- 

lui^d  a  cauje  le  reSardement 

d^unjouTy  le  pajfeport  nefo 

pouvantdepecber  bierrapres  * 

JUnee^  pusjfpie  les  Eiats  ne 

s^affenAlent  que  les  ^matins^ 

Mais  en  mhne  terns  faj  iii 

confolS  par  une  fi  agriabh 

nouveUe^  qui  wfa  donne  Pe- 

fperame  ae  jotur  d^une  telle 

affiance    (^    converfaiion 

comrne  la  voire^  dont  Pune 

ne  me  /era  pas  plus  jagreabk 

q^e  V  autre  utile  dam  une 

affaire  de  fi  gnmde  impor^ 

tance^   &  qui  merite  Hen 

une  snain.auffi  habile  & 

beureufe  qu»  Ufvitre.  ^  C^ 

pourqiaj  je  dots  pMiSifeU- 

citerde  ce  cboix'&fa  majefii 

treS'Cbreiienne^  jtri  vouSj^ 

qui  aurez  pour  voire  par* 

tage  beaucoup  de  peine  fons 

doutCj  asifi  bien  que  degUire* 

7^ 
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I  iead  700  *  copy  of  the  in-  Je  vous  envoye  utie  eopie 

elded  letter  to  Meffiears  Col-  ie   la  lettre  enveUopee  H 

bat  and  d'Avanx,  as  alfo  the  Mtffieurs  Colbert  &.  S^A- 

idblDtioQ  of  the  Sutes  men-  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^. 

tioncd  therein,  that  you  may  /.f  ..     j     t>.  r;        ^  .. 

fee  ia   what  coodition  this  filutton  des  Etats y  mention^ 

whole  affair  lies.    I  beg  the  f  ^  ^  >  ?«^  ^^  "jL^^ 

favour  of  you   to   give  me  ^'^/^^  de  toute  cette  affaire. 

ootide  by  the  trumpeter,   at  Je  vans  fupplte  de  me  fairc 

las  return,  that  the  pacquet  is  /avoir par  lertiourduirom" 

delivered    fafcly    into    your  petse  que  vous  aurez  bien 

hands.    I  am.  Sir,  your  Ex-  ^^^eule  pacquet.     Je  fuis, 

celleucy's  moft,  &c.  Monfieur,  D.  F.  E.  (^c. 

To  tie  Prince  of  Orange. 

Hamie^  May29,N.S.  1676. 

May  it  pleaie  your  Hi^hneis, 
^rHE  inclofurc  of  this  letter  from  his  majefty 
^  muft  bear  me  out  in  giving  your  highnefs  this 
prelent  trouble. :  it  came  to  me  fecondcd  by  one  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  upon  the  fame  occafion,  and 
was  delivered  to  me  by  the  lady  in  whofe  favour,  I 
fuppofe,  it  was  defigned.  I  told  her,  I  did  not  be 
licve  your  highnefs  would  do  any  thing  in  thofe  kind 
rf  afiairs  till  your  return  from  the  field,  and  fhe  fcem- 
cd  to  believe  fb  too ;  but,  however,  defired  I  would 
lend  your  highnefs  the  letter,  which  I  promifed  by  the 
iirft ;  and  that  is  all  my  part  in  this  atfair. 

All  that  I  can  fay  in  another,  wherewith  your  high- 
nefs encharged  me,  is,  that  *  the  pcrlbn  chiefly  con- 
oemed  endeavoured  to  have  it  excufed  abfolutely  till 
after  the  peace,  and  that  fuch  an  anfwer  might  be. 
g^ven ;  upon  which  time  was  taken  to  c6nfider :  fmce 
which  I  have  heard  nothing,  but  imagine  it  is  poifible 
your  highnefs  may  by  a  nearer  way. 

•  The  Dokcrf  York. 
yoL.  IV,  K  Bfaving 
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Having  exchanged  the  pofiports,  and  difpatched 
them  to  Maeftricht  a  week  fince,  I  do  not  forefee  any 
thing  likeljr  to  hinder  the  French  ambaflador's  jbur- 
ney  to  Nimegucn,  though  it  may  be  a,  litde  delayed 
by  the  count  d*Eftrades*s  exception  to  fiis  pafs  from 
the  States,  which  ftiks  him  only  Compter  to  which 
he  defires  may  be  added,  Mardchal  de  France;  I 
fiippofe  there  will  be  no  difficulty  made  upon  it,  nor^ 
\  hope,  in  the  emperor's  pafipoits,  though  they  are 
not  yet  come ;  but,  I  believe,  it  may  have  been  only 
negli^nce,  without  any  other  myftery. 

In  my  laft  letters  from  Madrid  of  the  7th  current, 
our  ambaffador  there  writes  me  word,  that  after  a 
confultation  in  that  court  upon  the  propofal  of  his 
majcfly*s  expedient  of  giving  all  the  paflports  him- 
felf,  the  count  de  Pignoranda  had  come  to  him  with 
a  meffage,  declaring  that  king's  confent  to  it,  ib  far 
as  concerned  all  his  dominions  and  territories  fubjeft 
to  his  obedience.  The  ambaffador  writes  farther^ 
tjiat  this  refolurion  was  taken  there,  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  many  paffionate  letters  that  were  written 
thither  upon  that  fubjeft  from  Holland  and  Flanden. 
I  thought  this  was  a  light  fit  to  give  your  highnefs 
becaufe  you  would  not,  perhaps,  r^pceive  it  any  other 
ways ;  for  monficur  de  Lyra  profefles  to  know  nodiing 
of  it,  and  would  make  a  difficulty  cfi  believing  it, 
though  I  am  fure  it  cannot  fail  after  the  manner  it 
comes  to  me. 

1  have  not  yet  fixed  the  time  of  my  going  to  Ni- 
megucn, expefting  other  motions  that  way,  unlefsnew 
orders  prefs  me  from  court.  I  doubt  not,  but  what 
pafTes  in  the  field  will  fignify  more  than  what  will 
pafs  "there  this  fummer  as  to  the  peace,  which  your 
highnefs  lays  (in  the  honour  I  received  of  one  from 
you  of  the  1 8  th)  you  will  labour  (in.  I  am  very  fony 
for  the  accidents  you  tell  me  have  hindered  you  in  fo 
great  a  defign,  and  very  glad  of  the  Hopes  you  exprefe 

of 
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of  being  able  to  advance  it,  firtce  nothing  can  be  of 
more  glory  to  your  highnefs,  and  nothing  can  touch' 
me  more  than  whatever  is  fo ;  being  as  I  am,  and  as  I 
fliall  be  ever,  with  fo  much  devotioh  and  truth.  Sir, 
your  highnefs's  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant^ 

To  Sir  Jofepb  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  June  2,  N.  S.  167^. 

#^N  Saturday  laft  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
^^  marefchal  d*Eftrades  by  the  trumpet  I  fcnt,  with 
acknowledgment  of  my  pacquet  inclofmg  the  paflports 
for  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  which,  he  faid,  he 
had  difpatchcd  away  immediately  to  Charleville,  ex- 
cepting only  his  own  paflport  from  the  States ;  this  he 
lent  me,  out  finding  fault  with  their  treating  him 
Le  Sieur  Compte  d*Eftrades,  without  the  ftile  of 
marefchal  de  France,  and  defiring  me  to  procure^ 
another  with  that  change.  This  I  have  done,  and  dif - 
patched  it  away  to  him  this  afternoon ;  but  could  not, 
at  the  fame  time,  fend  him  the  emperor's  paflports, 
which  are  not  yet  arrived. 

I  do  not  think  it  can  be  this  default  which  makes 
fo  little  advance  as  yet  in  thepreparationsforNimeguen, 
that  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  writes  me  word,  their  fervants 
there  own  to  know  ^nothing  yet  of  that  matter,  and 
have  no  orders  to  get  anv  thing  ready  to  convey  or 
receive  them.  I  rather  iuppofe,  it  may  be  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  compte  d*Eftrades*s  equipage,  which  he- 
intends  very  great ;  having  fent  hither  for  pafTpotts  for 
his  fervants  to  buy  two-and-forty  coach  horfes ;  and  by 
a  lifl  the  trampeter  Ihewed  me  of  their  intended  equi- 
page, his  fhareisfour-and-twentylaccjuais,  and  all  the 
reft  in  proportion.  The  other  two  will  have  the  fame 
number  between  them.  The  Spaniards,  you  know, 
that  cannot  vie  with  the  French  in  things  of  more 
importance,  will  not  fail  of  doing  it  to  the  height  in 
R^  this; 
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this ;  and  I  remember  laft  year,  when  the  marquis 
de  Manceras  was  defigned  for  the  congrefs,  a  lift  was 
lent  hither  of  the  equipage  he  intended,  of  which 
there  were  to  be  twenty  pages.  I  fuppofe,  the  marquis 
de  los  Balbaces  may  not  go  lower,  having,  they  lay, 
a  revenue  of  tv/o  hundred  thoufand  crowns  yearly, 
befides  the  allowance  for  his  embafiy.  If  all  be  like  to 
go  at  this  rate  in  fuch  a  town  as  Nime^en,.  I  do  not 
fee  how  we  ftiall  avoid  one  of  the  three  judgments^  of 
war,  or  famine,  or  ficknefs ;  befides,  that  it  is  not  his 
m^eft/s  intent,  for  aught  I  find,  that  his  ambafla- 
dors  fhall  enter  the  lifts  upon  any  fuch  emulations.  I 
cannot  tell  if  thefe  circumftances  may  make  it  fecm 
worth  his  majefty's  confidering,  whether  it  would  be 
lit  to  write  to  the  feveral  crowns  concerned  in  this 
treaty,  that,  to  prevent  the  diforder  and  inconveniencics 
of  too  great  trains  in  a  fmall  town,  upon  the  afiembly 
of  fo  many  minifters,  his  majefty  had  commanded  his 
not  to  exceed  each  erf"  them  the  number  of  four  pages 
and  eight  lacquais,  and  would  be  glad  the  reft  would 
follow  that  example.  As  likewife  for  all  ctimes  againft 
the  peace  of  the  place,  each  ambaflador  fhould  be 
allowed  to  put  his  fcrvants  fo  guilty  into  the  hands  of 
the  ufual  juftice  of  tlie  town  of  Nimeguen ;  and  that 
they  Ihould  be  inftrufted  to  live  eafy  in  all  points,  of 
mere  ceremony  during  the  congrefs,  like  peifons  who 
were  fent  thither  with  difpofitions  to  advance  the  peace, 
and  not  to  fharpen  the  quarrels  of  their  mafters  by  thofe 
of  die  minifters,  which  may  other^vife  very  well  fall 
out.  I  thought  it  poflible  fome  fuch  circumftances  could 
not  be  amifs  to  add  to  circular  letters,  which  his  majefty 
might  fend  for  haftening  away  of  the  feveral  ambaffa- 
dors,  upon  the  end  fo  happily  attained  in  all  prelimina- 
ry difficulties ;  for,  I  doubt,  there  may  be  need  of  fuch 
inftances  towards  die  dilpatch  of  the  Auftrian,  Danifh, 
and  Brandenburgh  minifters,  by  the  difpofitions  I  ob- 
fervefrom  the  motions  of  thofe  courts  thusfar  of  the  way. 

This 
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This  day  one  of  the  States  deputies  brought  me  the 
inclofcd  paper  grounded  upon  a  memorial  given  them 
by  the  Brandenburgh  minillers,  in  a  ftile  io  brufque, 
as  I  hear,  as  to  defire  of  the  States,  that  till  the  chcuige 
pretended  were  made  in  his  mailer's  paflports,  they 
would  give  order  to  forbid  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
entrance  into  the  town  of  l>fimeguen.  I  hear,  he  cx- 
pefts  not  only  to  fend  ambafladors,  but  to  have  them 
treated,  in  all  points,  like  thofe  of  crowned  heads,  in 
which  I  neither  know  his  majefty's  ftile,  nor  that  of 
France;  but  fuppofc,  it  will  be  neceffary  for  us  to  be 
diftinftly  informed  of  the  firft. 

I  was  extreme  glad  to  find,  by  your  laft  of  the  16th, 
his  maj«fty*s  final  refolution  upon  that  matter  of  the 
ixrft  vifit,  which  I  ever  forefaw  would  engage  us,  and 
perhaps  the  congrefs,  in  fome  difficulties.  You  will 
pleafe  more  particularly  to  inftruft,  whether  we  are  to 
give  the  firft  vifits  likewife  to  thofe  that  come  after  us 
from  the  duke  of  Lorrain  or  the  eleftors,  with 
charafters  of  "ambafladors  j  for,  I  hear,  thofe  from 
the  duke  and  the  eleftor  of  Brandenburgh  will  cer- 
tainly do  fo. 

Monfieut  de  Lyra  will  not  acknowledge  to  know 
any  thing  of  what  Sir  William  Godolphin  writes  me» 
of  that  crown's  having  confentcd  to  his  majefty*s  ex- 
pedient i  but  I  have  told  it  the  penfioner,  who  fays, 
he  will  another  time  defire  him  to  confult  with  nh 
inftruAions,  or,  at  leaft  with  his  letters,  to  know 
whether  he  b  like  to  be  avowed  or  not*  I  am,  Sii^ 
your,  &C. 

To  Sir  Jojeph  fFilliamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  June  5,  N.  S.  1676. 

CINCE  my  laft  of  the  2d,  I  am  to  acknowledge 

the  honour  of  one  from  you  of  the  19th  paft, 
with  his  majefty*s  commands  concerning  an  authendi: 

R  3  explana« 
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explanation  to  be  drawn  from  the  States,  of  thofc  words 
in  their  refolution  of  the  i8th  paft,  ^e  ricbange  fe 
feroit  fur  ce  pied\  as  likcwife  concerning  the  offices 
hL<5  majefty  defires  fhould  be  made  from  hence  in  the 
cafe  of  prince  William  of  Furftemburgh. 

For  the  firft,  I  do  not  expeft  any  difficulty  will  be 
made  in  it,  having  this  day  ipoken  with  one  of  the 
deputies  prefcnt  at  the  exchange  of  the  paflports,  who 
remembers  and  acknowledges  what  they  then  faid  to 
me  upon  the  interpretation  of  thofc  words  -,  fo  that  by 
jicxt  poft  I  hope  to  fend  you  the  declaration  you 
defire  to  that  eflfeft. 

For  the  fecbnd,  I  fhall  Ipeak  with  the  penfioner 
about  it  the  firil  time  I  can  fee  him ;  and  fince,  I 
fuppofe,  his  majefly  defires  it  only  that  the  thing 
ihould  be  done  upon  the  offices  to  be  performed  by  Mr. 
Skelton  at  Vienna,  I  Ihall  ufe  my  utmoft  endeavours 
towards  it,  by  engaging,  as  far  as  I  can,  either  the 
offices  of  the  States,  or  fome  of  the  chief  perfons 
among  the  commiffioners  of  fecrct  affairs  (if  the  pen- 
fioner continue  to  decline  it)  fo  as  it  may  be  under- 
ftood  at-Vienna  cither  byihe  States  minifters  there,  or 
•by  the  cmper6r's  here,  that  this  ftate  would  be  glad 
Jhis  majefly  may  have  fatisfaftion  in  this  point.  I 
feall  liiceviife  endeavour  to  engage  the  Imperial  mini- 
fters here  in  this  purfuit,  and  the  marquis  of  Grana, 
•whofe  credit  goes  a  great  way,,  they  fay,  in  that 
court.  And  all  this  I  Ihall  do  as  from  myfelf,  with- 
out interefting  his  majefly's  name  any  further  in  this 
matter. 

I  have  at  length,  after  many  and  long  difcourfes 
about  the  matter  df  revifions,  received  the  inclofed 
anfwer,  which,  I  fee,  contains  what  the  penfioner 
always  told  me,  that  what  they  are  engaged  to  by 
•the  letter  of  their  treaty,  though  againft  their  inten- 
tion and  his  majefty's,  as  they  were  then  affiired  from 
their  ambaflTador,    they  will  yet  perform  j    but  that 

they 
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they  cannot,  upon  that  pretqnce,  be  prefled  to  things 
wholly  againft  the  conltitution  of  their  government, 
and  wholly  unprovided  for  by  the  very  letter  of  the 
treaty.     I  am  ever,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To.  Sir  Jo/cph  William/on.  • 

SIR,  Hague,  June  5,  N.  S.  iSy6* 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  one  from  you  of 
^  the  26th  pail,  .wmch  had  but  too  juft  an  excufe 
for  the  hafte  of  it,  upon  fo  unhappy  an  accident  as  you 
had  been  that  day  furprized  with  by  the  fire  in  South- 
wark.  I  was  very  glad  to  find  you  expected  fuddcnly 
fonfie  determination  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  neutral 
country,  which  feems  to  be  the  point  now  moft  preffing 
in  relation  to  the  f  ongrefs. 

The  emperor's  refident  teUs  mc;,  there  is  an  exprefs 
upon  the  way  with  the  jpaflporb  from,  that  court,  and 
pretends  to  expeft  them  with  the  end  of  this  week. 
But  I  forefee  he  will  make  diiB^culty  of  delivering 
any  qiore  than  he  receives,  and  you  are  not  yet  pleafed 
to  give  me  hopes  of  having  two  more  fent  for  the  em- 
j?eror.from  France,  which  I  put  you  in  mind  x)f  fome 
time  fince.  I  do  not  hear  that  the  French  ambaffa- 
dors  are, like  to. make  any  difficulty  of  coming -to 
l^iraeguen .  for  want  of  thofe  paflbprts;  nor  for  the 
States  having  in  their  refolutpn  pf  the  i8th  paft  tied 
up  the  exchange,  in  a  manner,  to  the  reciprocation. 
.  rior  do  I  think  they  will  have  need  to  make  any  diffi- 
culty, or  that  there  will  be  any  danger  as  to  the  validity 
of  the  paHports,  though  fuch  Httle,circumfl:ances  fhou^d 
be  cither  refufed,  or  delayed  by  France.  I  fend  you, 
however,  inclofed,  the  States  declaration  in  form,  as 
you  defired,  pf  thofe  words,  Sur  ce  fied-la ;  relatmg 
no  farther  than*  to  the  claules  immediately  preceding, 
.;about  the  equality  pretended  in  the  paflports. 

R  4  I  have 
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I  have  been  cafting  about  how  I  might  beft  fiicceed 
in  what  his  majefty  dcfireth  to  be  cflFeAcd  in  the  bxjfi- 
ncfs  of  prince  Wilihmi.  I  fpoke  firft  to  the  penfioneti 
who  is  obitinate  to  excufe  hmifeif  from  meddling  in  it» 
or  confcnting  to  any  t^ng  from  the  States  in  favour  of 
it ;  but  I  put  it  fo  h6me,  from  his  m^efly*s  having 
reafon  to  expcft  this  point  of  deference  from  the  em- 

.  pcror,  after  having  received  fo  much  greater  from 
France  in  the  two  preliminaries,  that  he  faid,  for  his 
part,  he  wifhed  the  emperor  would  do  it,  fo  he  had 
no  hand  in  it.  And  upon  my  propofal,  that  monfieur 
Mauregnault  fhould  both  write  to  the  States  refidcnt 
at  Vienna,  and  fpeak  to  the  emperor's  here  to  poflefs 
them  both,  that  the  States  would  be  content  the 
thing  were  done,  and  wifhed  that  his  majefly  mi^ht 
not  be  difobliged  in  it ; .  the  penfioner  confcnted  to  it, 
but  defired  that  I  would  fpeak  to  monfieur  Maureg- 
nault, and  that  I  would  do  it  in  ins  (the  penfioner's) 
abfcnce,  who  was  going  to  the  prince.  Immediately 
after  he  went,  I  Ipoke  with  monfieur  Mauregnatdt, 
who  was  content  the  thing  fhould  be  done,  but 
would  not  adventure  to  do  it  of  himfelf ;  and  faid, 
this  private  way  had  been  propofed  before  by  monfieur 
Van  Beuninghen,  '  but  was  not  thought  fit  to  be 
either  done  by  any  of  the  commiffioncrs,   without 

*  order,  nor  to  be  propofed  at  the  councirt)f  fccrct  affairs. 
All  I  could  do,  was  to  engage  him  to  fpeak  with  the 
emperor's  minifter  lafl:  night,  and.  to  endeavour  to 
poflefs  him  of  it,  as  what,  he  believed,  was  the 
opinion  of  the  States,  though  they  did  not  think  fit  to 
enter  into  it.  From  him  f  went  irpmediately  to  the 
emperor's  minifter,  becaufe  the  pofl  was  to  part  for 
Vienna  lafl  night;  and  I  knew  not  whether  Mr. 
Skelton  might  not  have  orders  already  to  advance  his 
journey. 

To  all  I  faid.  upon  this  fubjed,  though  as  wholly 
from  myfelf,  an4  out  of  a  defire  that  his  majefly  fhould 

not 
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not  have  occafion  to  think  himfelf  lefs  confidered  by 
the  emperor  than  by  France,  he  anfwercd,  that  he 
wifhed  it  himfelf  •,  but  that  upon  the  lall  reprefenta- 
tions  I  had  engaged  him  in,  he  was  ordered  to  fay  ho 
more  upon  that  fubjedb,  becauie  the  emperor  had 
refolved  to  open  that  whole  matter  at  the  bemnniiig 
of  the  congitfs,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  he  was 
fure  would  fatisiy  all  the  princes  there ;  befides,  he 
iaid  the  States  had  ever  exprefled  fo  great  a  repug- 
nance in  this  matter,  that  he  believed  his  mafter  con- 
fidered him  in  it  as  well  as  himfelf.  However,  I 
did  not  leave  him  till  he  had  promifed  to  write  laft 
nightv  and  reprefented  all  the  reafons  I  had  given  him, 
and  the  affurances  I  made  him  of  the  States  being, 
rather  defirous  the  thing  (hould  be  done,  which  1 
knew  he  would  be  confirmed  in  by  monfieur  Maurcg- 
nault  before  the  poft  parted. 

This  is  all  I  have  yet  done,  but  am  ielblve^ 
to-morrow  to  try  one  point  more ;  which  is,  at  togagp 
monfieur  Mauregnault  to  proppfe  it  at  the  comhuttcc 
of  fecret  affairs,  which  is  now  V^ry  thin,  while  the  pen- 
fioner  is  abfent  5  and  endeavour  to  engage  them  eithef 
•  to  write  themfelves  to  their  Yefident'  at  Vienn^-  or  at 
leaft  to  order  the  greffier  to  d6  it';  fo  as  he  may 
fatisfy  the  emperor  that  it.  is  a  thing  defired  by  the 
States,  and  will  be  thought  prudent  by  them  to  make 
fuch  a  compliment  to  his  majefty  at  this  fimc. '  If  I 
can  compafs  it,  I  hope  it  may  go  by  the  poft  on 
Thurfday  night,  and  you  (hall  have  a  farther  account 
of  it  by  next  ordinary.     I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofepb  Wittiamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  Jiine  12,  N.  S.  1676. 

CINCE  my  laft  I  engaged  monfieur  Mauregnault 
to  move  die  commitfioners  of  fecret  affairs  to  write 
to  their  refident  at  Vienna  concerning  prince  William, 

and 
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and  in  the  terms  I  pfopofed,  aocording  to  what  I  pld 
you  ia  my  laft.  He  has  been  fince  with  me,  and 
told  hie,  he  chofe  his  time  when  there  were  but  three 
more ;  but  they  excufed  themfelves,  upon  their  refi- 
dent  being  eithef  parting,  or  already,  parted,  from 
Vienna  this  way ;  having  lately  obtained  leave  to 
return  hither  upon  his  particular  affairs.  Though  this 
be  given  nie  in  payment,  yet  I  believe  the  truth  is, 
they  are  finlorous  of  afting  any  thing  in  the  abfence  of 
"bo3i  prince  and  penfioner,  without  being  inftrufted 
rin  eitner  of  their  minds;  fp  that  I  have  been  able 
yet  to^o  no  farther  than  engaging  monfieur  de  Lyra's, 
and*  monfieur,Camprichfs  offices  at  Vienna,  upon 
mor^fieur  PJauregnault's  telling  them  what  he  thought 
Was  jtjie  mind  pi  the  States,  Upon  the  pcniioner's 
return  I  will  try  once  m6re„  whether  he  wUI  be  con- 
tent to  be  underftood  by  the  other  deputies  in  this 
matter^  whether  he  fpeak  or  no  5  which  he  ever  ex- 
cufes,  \upon  a  fplonh  vow  he  has  made  to  the  con- 
trary. /  ..    .•    0,H  .         ..  • 

I  told'  you  in  a.'poltfcript  of  my  lad,    that  the 

emperor*s  paflborts  were  juft  then  arrived.     The  ncjft 

^day  that  iiimifter  here  jpyt  in  t|ie  inclofed  memorid, 

,  which  the  deputies  came^to  acquaint  me  with  the  fanje 

jaft^rndon.  .    I  tolcf  them,   they  might  undefftahd  it 

^as  they  plealed,'  but,  for.niypart,  I  looked  upon  it 

jas  a  captious  t}iipg,  and  Ihotild  fo  declare  my  fenfe  pf 

It  pu)ijickly,  ff  [upon  the  fuggeftions  in  it  he  made 

^difficulty  or  delay  to  epcch^e  ^he  paffports,  fince  he 

knew  very  well  the  form  bjt  thofe  from  France,  and 

that  they  were  without  the  claufe  for  couriers ;  and  if 

exception  had  been  taken  at  that,  theemperor's  paff- 

j)orts  might*  have  been  drawn  up  accordingly,  as  the 

J^pap^r^s  have beeactf  a, fecond edition:  that  for  the 

^nuniber,  I 'had  writ,  to  have  it  fvj^ed  from  Fraiye 

]  and  Sweden,  and  expected  it ;  biit  in  the  mean  time, 

'  to  take  aw^iy  allcxcufe,  I  was  content  to  exchange  one 

"for 
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for  one,  till  I  ihould  be  poffcfied  of  more.  Here- 
upon I  gave  the  depi^ties  the  copies  of  the  French  and 
Swediih  paflports,  to  be  communicated  to  monfieur 
Campricht,  according  to  his  defire. 

Yefterday  I  fent  to  monfieur  Mauregnault,  to 
know  what  was  like  to  be  done ;  but  he  returned  me 
anfwer,  that  the  refident  was  fatisfied  with  the  form 
of  the  Swediih,  but  not  of  the  French ;  and  that  he 
was  reiblved  to  put  in  another  memorial,  to  excufe 
Jiimfelf  from  making  the  exchange  till  all  was  reci- 
procal. I  went  to  monfieur  Mauregnauk,  and  made 
him  fenfible  how  all  thefe  exceptions  of  the  refident 
were  e:q)refly  provided  againft  by  their  refoludon  of 
the  i8ch  paft^  and  that  the  States  were  to  anfwer  to 
the  world  for  all  captious  or  elufory  paces  that  were 
made  in  this  matter  of  the  peace  by  their  allies, 
as  weU  s&  themfelves,;  fince  it  was  in  their  power 
to  fupport  them  in  it,  or  to  leave  them,  This  after- 
noon monfieur  Mauregnauk  fent  me  word,  the 
States  had  refplved  their  deputies  ihould  go  to  the 
refident,  and  abfolutely  demand  that  two  .of  the 
emperor's  pailjports,  one  for  France,  and  the  other  for 
Sweden,  ikould  be  putinto  their  hands,  to  be  exchanged 
for  the  fame  number  from  thofe  two  crowns:  that 
they,  the  deputies,  were  to  go  this  afternoon,  and  if 
they  found  him,  they  would  ^ve  me  a  farther  account 
of  it  before  the  p^ting  of  this  ordinary. 

I  hear  of  another  difficulty  made  bv  the  Daniih 
n^fter,.  about  the  want  of  an  &r.  after  the  words 
Dani^  6?  Norwegian  in  the  Swediih  paiiport,  which 
bothr  the.peniipner  and  noonfieur  Mauregns^ult  have  re- 
commended to  me-,  but  I  refufed  to  meddle  in  it, 
unieis  they  gave  it  me  in  writing,  which  they  fay  will 
be  done;  and  then,  I  fuppoie,  you  mUfi:  be  troubled 
with  it,  as  I  always  expected  to  be  with  any  delays  or 
difficulties  that  CQuld  be  raifed  by  icveral  of  tlwi  Ger- 
man confederate^^  \^  hoped  to  find  their  account  in 
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the  war.  But,  I  believe,  though  the  States  fecm  noC 
inclinable  to  fcparate  at  all  from  them  in  the  gro6  of 
the  affair,  yet  they  will  not  fupport  them  in  what  is 
only  captious  or  dilatory  ;  nor  could  they,  I  believe^ 
anfwer  it  to  the  popular  clamours  it  would  raife  here  j 
which  is  an  argument  I  am  often  fain  to  have  recourfe 
to,  and  hot  without  reafon  or  fuccefs. 

By  the  extraordinanr  diligence  of  this  laft  pacquct,  I 
aiTi  already  poflefled  or  yours  of  the  30th  paft  \  to  which 
I  find  other  return  due  at  prefent,  befides  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  what  you  there  tell  me  of  his  m^efl^s 
refoliitions' already  taken  in  order  to  the  congre^; 
and  the  expeftadori  you  give  me  of  what  will  be  far- 
ther confidened  as  to  the  treatment  of  eleAoral  or 
ducaU  ambaffadors.  As  much  as  I  have  heard,  no  fuch 
have  been  received  in  the  Spahifh  court,  but  in  the 
French  they  have,  from  the  dUke  of  Savoy  5  I  think 
never;  from  that  of  Lorrain ;    and  cannot  well  tcU 

'  whetlier  frorft  any  eleftor  or  no. 

I  am  very  glad  his  majefty  falls  in  with  my  reprefiai- 

'tatiohs  about  devolving  the  care  of  the  peace,  and 

"punifhment  of  criminal  offences,  upon  the  magiflxates 
of  the^town ;  not  only  for  what  you  pleale  to  remark 
for  the  newnefs  of  the  thing,  if  it  were  left  to  the 
mediators,  as  this  ftate  has  defigned,  but  becaule  it 
were  impoffible  for  us  to  difcharge  fuch  an  office^ 
without  certain  diftafte  to  fome  of  the  parties,  which, 
I  think,  is  our  part  to  avoid  all  that  can  be.  How* 
ever,  for  what  may  concern  ourfelves  and  our  fervants 
in  that  matter,  I  think  it  will  be  neceiTary  for  us  to 
have  iiiftrudtions,  allowing  us  not  bnly  to  prapofe  it 
to  the  reiV,  but  to  do  it  ourfelves,  in  cafe  occauon  be 
gjven ;  for  without  orders,  I  doubt,  it  will  not  be 
fit  for  us  to  fubjeft  ourfelves,  or  any  that  bdoi^  to 

*  us,  to  any  juftioe  befides  his  majef^s. 

For  the  compliment  you  enjoin  to  be  made  to  the 
States,  or  the  penfioner,  upon  the  change  of  his 

msyefly'a 
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xnsgefty's  refolution  concerning  the  firft  yifits,  fince  the 
arrival  of  their  ambafladors  at  Nimeguen,  I  fhall  choofe 
rather  to  do  it  to  the  penfioner,  at  his  return,  than 
pais  any  formalities  upon  it  towards  the  States.  What 
you  intended  towards  the  Dutch  ambaffadors  already 
at  Nimcguen,  is,  I  believe,  performed ;  for  among 
feveral  queries  in  point  of  ceremony,  which  Sir  Lionel . 
Jenkins's  great  modefty  ient  me  laft  week,  upon  the 
expelled  approach  of  the  French  ambaffadors,  one 
was,  whether  to  take  notice  of  that  matter  to  the 
Dutch?  and,  whether  before  or  after  he  made  the  vifit 
to  the  French  ?  Upon  his  eameft  defire  I  adventured 
to  give  him  my  opmion  in  all  of  them ;  and  in  this  it 
was,  to  take  notice  of  the  change  of  his  orders  to  the 
Dutch  ambafladors,  even  before  the  arrival  of  the 
French ;  and  to  tell  them,  that  his  orders  being  gene- 
rait  he  would  now  do  the  fame  to  any  other  Dutch 
ambaffador  that  Ihould  hereafter  arrive.  I  have 
found  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's  laft,  that  he  waspleafed 
to  approve  of  what  I  had  writ  upon  all  the  feveral 
points,  and  refolved  to  do  accordingly,  fo  that,  I 
luppofe,  this  is  already  performed,  and  in  the  man- 
ner I  mentioned. 

I  Ihall  fend  you  a  deduftion  of  what  concerns  the 
merchant-adventurers  by  the  next  j  and  remain  ever. 
Sir,  your,  &c. 

Since  the  writing  of  this,  and  juft  upon  the  clofure 
of  the  pacquct,  two  of  the  emperor's  paflports  aie 
delivered  me,  in  exchange  with  one  from  France,  and 
another  from  Sweden. 

^0  the  Duke. 

Hague,  June  16,  N.  S.  1676. 
May  it  pleaie  your  Highnefs, 
AFTER   fo  great  an  honour   as  this  pacquet 
^^  brought  me,  by  one  from  your  highnefs  of  the 
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30th  paft,  I  thought  it  could  not  too  foori  be  eithci 
acknowledged  or  obeyed ;  and,  therefore,  I  prefumc 
to  give  your  highnefe  moft  humble  thanks  for  the 
lionour  I  received,  at  the  fame  time  I  difpatched  away 
the  inclofed  to  the  prince  of  Orange.  I  very  well 
remember  his  majefty's  mind,  which  he  was  pleafed 
himfelf  to  figniiy  to  me  when  I  was  laft  in  England, 
upon  difcourfe  of  the  prince's  journey  thither,  but 
pevcr  had  any  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  it,  till  I  took 
leave  of  him  the  day  before  he  left  this  place ;  for, 
though  his  majefly  had  laft  winter  fome  jealoufy  of 
fuch  an  intention,  yet  I  never  heard  the  prince  fay 
one  word  towards  it,  fmce  my  firft  coming  over  till 
then,  unlefs  it  was  when  my  lord  chamberlain  was 
here;  and  whatever  he  faid  then  in  my  hearing 
looked  rather  like  civility,  or  return  of  compliment, 
than  any  ferious  thought.  When  he  entered  thofe 
difcourfes  upon  it,  which  I  gave  his  majeftv  and  yoyr 
highnefs  an  account  of,  I  told  him  his  m^efty's  mind ; 
to  which  he  replied,  that  he  had  always  thought  fo 
too,  while  he  had  any  hopes  of  the  peace  being; 
made ;  but  he  did  not  fee  how  that  could  be,  unlfiS 
his  majefty  would  make  it,  by  declaring  the  terms 
upon  which  he  thoufi;ht  it  fit  and  reafonable  for  both 
parties  to  agree :  that  he  did  not  find  his  majefly 
difpofed  to  make  this  peace,  having  never  received 
any  anfwer  to  what  he  had  written  upon  that  fubjeft; 
and  therefore  the  war  being,  in  his  opinion,  like 
to  draw  out  in  length,  he  was  refolved  to  try,  if  he 
might  have  his  maje(ly*s  leave,  to  make  that  journey 
after  this  campaign,  and  thereupon  to  write  thoie 
letters  he  fent  me  5  furdier  than  conveying  them»  I 
had  nothing  in  commiffion  from  his  highnefs,  but 
only  to  endeavour  that  it  might  be  a  fecret.  And  I 
muft  confefs,  as  far  as  my  fhort  fight  will  reach,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  inconvenience  in  that  from 
circumflances  of  all  fides,  whether  it  ends  here  or 
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no ;  which  will  depdid  wholly  upon  his  majefty  and 
your  highnds. 

I  am  forry  this  ftadon  fiimifhes  me  wkh  no  occa* 
fions  of  entering  into  your  highneis's  more  particular 
fervice,  by  the  honour  of  your  commands,  which 
fhould  always  meet  with  the  obedience  that  becomes 
0ie,  and  the  conftant  devotion  wherewith  I  am.  Sir, 
your  hi^hne{s*s  moft  faithful  and  moft  obedient 
humble  iervant. 

ro  Sir  Jofepb  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  June  lo,  N.  S.  i676. 

SINCE  my  laft,  I  have  received  from  the  French 
ambafladors  at  Nimeguen  two  paflports  for  the 
emperor,  as  many  for  the  duke  of  Brandenlnirgh,  and 
tins  ftate,  with  three  for  the  duke  of  Nieuburg ;  fo 
as  there  want  only  from  France  two  for  Denmark^ 
whole  mimfter  here  is  to  the  full  as  pundJlious  as 
My  other.  Thofe  for  the  emperor  I  exchanged 
^^fxlay,  and  tranfmitted  the  three  Imperial  pafles 
immediately  to  the  ambafladors  at  Nimeguen,  who  by 
their  tetters  prefled  me  for  them,  as  well  as  for  duj 
fell  from  the  German  princes.  The  others  I  could 
not  yet  exchange^  the  Brandenburgh  minifters  being 
out  of  town>  and  the  Nieuburg  pail^rts  not  being 
yet  arrived.  Thofe,  likewife,  from  the  four  German 
princes  I  before  mentioned  are  not  yet  come ;  but,  I 
queftion  not,  a  few  days  will  bring  all  into  my  .hands. 
Thofe  laft  arrived  for  Brandenburgh  are  in  the  ftile 
he  deftres,  of  ambafiador  and  plenipotentiary.  I  do 
not  hear  of  any  other  duke,  or  prince,  befides  that 
elcftor,  that  intends  to  give  his  minifter  the  ftile  of 
ambaf&dor,  and  I  wifh  he  would  have  declined  it^ 
for,  iOn  the  one  fide,  he  expeds  they  fhould  be  treated 
Uke  thofe^  crowned. heads,  and  they,  I  doubt,  .will 
not  underftand  it  fa    I  know  ibme  Kave  laid  upcwi  i(^ 
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that  they  dionght  as  much  ought  to  be  givch  to  a 
king's  envoy  as  to  an  eledtor's  ambaflador^  if  that 
ftile  be  allowed  them :  I  hear  it  has  never  been  io  in 
France,  no  more  than  in  Spain ;  and  that  the  pretence 
is  grounded  chiefly  upon  his  msyefty  having  treated 
prince  Maurice  fo,  being  ambafladcM-  from  the  eleftor 
of  Brandenburgh ;  which  I  had  never  heard  any  thing 
of  oil  the  other  day,  from  the  Lunenburgh  minifter 
here. 

Having  obferved  in  his  majefty's  infbuftions  of 
December  i6th,  1675,  to  his  amballadors  forthecon- 

Sefs,  that  I  was  commanded  to  repair  immediately  to 
imq;uen;  after  having  procured  efieAually  from  the 
States  whatever  ihould  be  found  necejQEuy  to  be  done 
on  their  parts,  as  well  for  the  a^al  forming  the  afifem- 
bly,  the  determining  a  reafonable  circuit  of  neutral 
country  next  adjacent  to  Nimeguen,  between  the  two 
rivers  of  the  Waaland  the  Meute,  as  for  the  difpatch- 
ing  by  themfelves,  and  their  confederates,  the  paff- 
ports  neceflary  for  the  other  parties  in  the  forms  that 
are  proper ;  and  conceiving  to  have  now  accomplifhed 
all  three  points,  the  determination  of  neutral  counti^ 
between  thofe  two  rivers  being  wholly  left  to  his  ma- 
jefty  by  the  States  and  their  allies ;  and  the  pailporcs 
neceffary  being  all  exchanged,  and  thofe  kfs  important . 
being  yet  every  day  ei^pefted ;  I  thoi^ht  mvfelf 
obli^d  by  the  tenor  of  his  majefty's  faid  infhuAions, 
efpecially  upon  the  arrival  of  the  French  ambafladors, 
to  prepare  myfelf  for  my  journey  to  Nim^uen:  and- 
having  ^  hoi|fe.  there  already  upon  my  hands,  at  the 
rate  of  very  near  fourfcore  pounds  a  month  (though 
his  m^eily  is  not  pleafed  to  confider  that,  or  any  othef 
expences  neceflary  upon  this  removal)  I  have  given 
order  for  carrying  aWay  my  goods  to  Nim^uen  with 
the  firft,  intending  to  follow  them  fo  foon  as  my  houie, 
by  their  arrival,  will  be  ready  to  receive  me  j  which, 
'i.  fuppofe,  may  be  about  the  time  that,  in  anfwer  to 
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this  I  may  know,  if  his  majcfty  has  any  further  com- 
mands for  me  here  before  I  go* 

I  remember  but  two  bufineires  relating  to  this  place, 
that  I  am  yet  to  give  you  the  account  of;  which  arc, 
that  of  the  Jews  petition  for  Surinam,  and  that  of  the 
Englifli  company  at  Dorr*  I  promifedyou  a  dedudlion 
of  this  laft  by  a  former  polt ;  and  have  deferred  it 
only  becaule  I  would  do  both  together,  and  fpeak  to 
the  penfioner  once  more,  upon  both  of  them,  before 
I  did  it,  which  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  do  ;.  but 
hope  to  do  it  by  the  next,  and  give  you  the  account 
of  them ;  as  well  as  of  what  he  will  be  induced  to  in 
the  bufineis  of  prince  Willliam*  I  am  ever.  Sir, 
your,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofeph  WiUiamfoiu 

SIR,  Hague,  June  124,  N,  S.  16764 

\hj  I T  H  your  two  laft  of  the  6th  and  9th,  I  have 
received  all  the  feveral  papers  you  were  pleai'ed 
to  fend  me,  concerning  the  feveral  parties  acceptance 
of  his  majefty's  mediation,  as  likewife  what  concerns 
Mr.  Skelton's  prefent  difpatch*  ly  have,  fince  my 
laft,  made  my  utmoft  attempt,  both  upon  the  pen- 
fioner, and  the  other  commiflioners  of  fecrct  affairs, 
in  order  towards  the  facilitating  that  purfuit  by  fomc 
offices  from  hence.  And  though  the  penfioner  con-- 
tinued  obftinate  to  move. nothing  in  it  himfelf  j  yet 
I  prevailed  with  him,  at  length,  to  let  the  others  un- 
derftand,  that  he  Ihould  not  diflike  theirdoing  it ;  and 
that-  whatever  the  emperor  (hould  be  content  to  do 
in  compliance  with  his  majefty,  he  believed  this  ftate 
would  be  fatisfied  with.  Hereupon  I  got  monfieur 
Mauregnault  to  propofe  it  again  yeftcrday ;  and  at 
night  he  came  to  my  houfe,  but  not  finding  me  within, 
he  left  word  with  my  fecretary,  that  what  could  be 
done  was  refolved  in  that  bufinefs  \  and  that  they  had 
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written  to  communicate  it  to  Ihe  prince,  according  to 
their  forms.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  him  to-day 
fo  as  to  know  the  particulars-,  but  fuppofe  they  will 
amount  to  fomething  that  may  conduce  to  the  good  of 
the  affair,  which  I  ihall,  by  next  poft  give  you  ac- 
count of.  I  have  made  all  my  inftances  in  this  mat- 
ter as  wholly  from  myfelf ;  but  monfieur  Van  Beunin- 
ghen  writ  them  word,  that  I  had  orders  from  his  ma- 
jefty  ;  which  I  was  content  they  fhould  believe  from 
him,  though  I  owned  it  not. 

I  fend  you  inclofed  a  letter  for  his  majefty,  from 
the  duke  of  Hanover^  delivered  me  by  his  refident 
here,  who  defined  that  his  matter's  paffports  might 
ftyle  him  duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburgh;  and 
his  minillers,  plenipotentiaries-,  not,  mnijlres ^ depu- 
tes^ as  the  French  ftyle  runs  to  all  the  German  princes, 
except  thoJe  they  fent  laft  for  the  dukes  of  Branden- 
burgh  and  Nieuburg.  I  obferved  in  thcfe  laft,  with 
fonie  wonder,  that  the  ftyle  ufed  not  only  to  the  elec- 
tor's, but  to  the  duke  of  Nieuburg's  minifters,  is, 
ambajfadeuri^ploiipotentiaire^  whereas,  in  the  former 
paflporLs  lying  itill  by  me,  for  the  electors  Palatine 
Ment,  and  Triors  it  is  only  minifires  (^  deputes ; 
which  the  Hanover  refident  tells  me,  he  hears  none 
of  them  will  accept  of ;  and  that  the  Brandenburgh 
minifter  here  was  almoftdifgraced,  for  accepting  one 
in  that  form,  upcn*the  exchange.  I  received  letters 
from  the  French  ambafladors  at  Nimeguen,  two 
days  fince,  cxculing,  that  the  two  paflporcs  remaining 
due  to  Denmark  Iwd  been  forgot,  and  promiCng  to 
folicit  their  expedition  by  the  firft.  But  the  laft:  you 
fent  me  for  that  crown^  fi-om  Sweden,  will  not  be 
accepted  by  their  minifter,  giving  that  king  the  title 
of  Daniie  only,  without  Norwe^i^e,  as  the  firft  Swc- 
difli  paffports  run;  and  it  paffed,  though  with  fomc 
exception  for  want  of  an  &c.  but  this  is  abfolutely 
rcfufed ;  and  I  know  not  how  fuch  difference  or  un- 
certainty 
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certainty  has  happened  in  the  fame  matter,  and  from 
the  fame  hand.  You  (hall,  by  the  next,  receive  the 
copies  you  order  of  all  the  paflTports  that  have  not 
paffed  your  hands  -,  your  letter  being  arrived  too  late 
for  it  by  this  ordinary. 

I  told  you  in  my  laft  of  my  preparing  for  my  journey 
to  Nimeguen,  upon  the  feveral  points  enjoined  me,  as 
neceflary  to  forming  the  congrefs,  being  now  fo  near 
wound  off.  But  as  the  inftances  of  the  French  am- 
baffadors  there,  as  well  as  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  prels 
me  to  haften  that  remove,  fo  the  minifters  of  thofe 
princes  whofe  paflports  are  not  yet  exchanged,  prefs 
my  (lay  till  that  matter  is  wholly  ended ;  and  the  States 
arc  very  defirous  to  have  the  neutral  country  determi- 
ned before  I  go.  Between  thefc  two ;  as  for  the  fati(^ 
faftion  of  the  firft,  I  have  given  order  for  (hipping  a- 
way  the  beft  part  of  my  hofehould-ftuff  to-morrow  ; 
fo  I  (hall  ftay  here  myfelf /till  I  receive  his  majefty's 
orders  in  anfwer  to  my  laft.,  I  defire  likewife  to  know 
his  majefty's  pleafure,  whether  upon  my  going  to 
Nimeguen,  he  would  have  me  leave  a  fecretary  here; 
or  whether  he  think  the  bufinefs  here,  in  my  abfcnce, 
will  require  another  hand. 

I  am  promifed  the  anfwer  about  the  Jews  at  Surinam 
by  the  next ;  and  (hall  not  fail  to  fend  with  it  the  (late 
of  the  merchant-adventurers  company  -,  fo  as  this  (hall 
give  you  no  farther  trouble,  than  by  the  a(rurances  of 
my  being  ever,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  June  24,  N.  S.  1 676. 

T  H  A  v  E,  by  fome  letters  from  my  wife,  received  fo 
^  great  tedimonies  of  your  lord(hip*s  favour  to  me* 
that  I  (indit'as  hard  for  me  to  make  the  acknowledge 
nicnts  that  become  me,  as  it  would  be  to  negledl  them 
any  longer  :  therefore  I  could  not  forbear  engaging 

S  2  your 
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your  lordfhip  in  this  trouble  •,  though  I  have  nothing 
clfe  to  bear  me  out,  bcfides  the  humble  thanks  I  am 
to  return  your  lordfliip,  for  concerning  yourfclf  fo 
obligingly  in  what  touched  me  fo  unjuftly  \  and  the 
aflurances,  that  no  man  can  be  either  more  fenfible  of 
your  favour,  nor  more  refolved  to  dcferve  it  by  my 
fervices,  whenever  they  be  worth  your  lordfliip's  cm- 
ploying  upon  any  occafion. 

1  am  endeavouring,  as  faft  as  I  can,  to  get  loofe 
from  hence,  in  order  to  my  journey  for  Nimeguen ; 
where  we  are  like  to  enter  into  a  wide  fea ;  and,  though 
we  (hould  (leer  the  courfc  his  majcfty  prefcribes  us  ne- 
ver fo  well,  yet  it  will  be  a  great  deal  fubjetft  to  the 
winds  that  fhall  rife  from  the  humours  of  the  feveral 
parties,  and  the  tides  that  will  run  differently  accord- 
ing to  their  fucceffes.  The  French  have  given,  of 
late,  all  the  facility  they  could  to  the  congrefs,  and 
made  hade  to  the  place,  as  defiring  no  better  peace 
than  upon  the  prefcnt  plan  of  affairs.  The  confede- 
rates, efpecially  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  are  fullen,  as 
lofers  ufe  to  be,  and  fo  in  all  the  paces  of  the  treaty 
are  flow  and  refty ;  hoping  for  fomething  from  the 
campaign,  which  may  make  room  for  pretenfions 
that  would  hardly  be  in  countenance  as  things  Hand 
at  prefent.  The  Swede  is  earned  for  a  peace,  as  hav- 
ing more  hopes  of  recovering  himfelf  that  way  than 
by  a  war.  This  ftate  defires  it  as  much  as  any,  and 
has  no  pretences  of  its  own ;  but  dares  not  break  from 
their  confederates,  not  tmfting  England  enough,  nor 
France  at  all,  fo  as  to  depend  upon  either  after  the 
peace  is  made.  Denmark  and  Brandenburgh  are  eager 
in  the  war  -,  finding  the  Swedes  weak,  divided,  and 
unrelievable  by  France  any  further  than  their  money^ 
sand  fo  hoping  to  drive  them  this  fummer  out  of  Ger- 
many ;  which,  for  aught  I  fee,  they  may  endanger, 
if  the  concert  of  the  confederates  prove  anfwerable  to 
their  ftrength  in  thofe  parts* 

With 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  King,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  &c.     261 

With  thefc  difpafitions  the  congrcfsis  to  begin ;  but 
how  it  will  end,  mull  certainly  depend,  in  a  great 
meafure,  upon  the  fucceffcs  that  will  attend  the  cam- 
paign. The  defigns,  at  prefent,  of  the  confederates 
fecm  to  determine  in  the  fiege  of  Stratfonde  in  Ponie- 
rania ;  of  Philipfburgh  in  Germany ;  and  in  Flanders 
upon  that  of  Maeftricht :  and  it  will  be  hard  if  one 
of  thefe  does  not  occafion  a  battle,  which  may  be 
more  decifive  than  any  fiege. 

I  know  your  lordfhip  has  but  too  much  fliare  in 
the  trouble  of  my  conftant  letters  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Williamfon  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  give  you  any 
further  interruption,  than  by  the  very  unfeigned  pro- 
feflions  of  my  being  moft  paflionately,  and  ever,  my 
lord,  your  lordfliip's  moil:  faithful  and  moft  humble 
fcrvant. 

To  the  King. 

Nimeguen,  Sept.  2,  N.  S.  1676. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly, 
'T'  HO.U  GH  what  we  writ  jointly  this  day  of  our 
^    conjedure,  that  Ibme  of  the  parties,  perhaps,  on 
each  fide,  would  this  winter  endeavour  rather  to  fall 
into  feparate  meafures  with  fome  of  the  parties  than  to 
advance  a  general  peace,  was  grounded  upon  what  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  told  me  he  had  obferved  in  his  late  vi- 
fits  and  converfations  with  the  French  ambaffadors, 
wherein  they  owned,  very  plainly,  their  hopes  and  ex- 
pe&ation  of  breaking  the  force  of  the  alliance  this 
winter,  by  drawing  off  either  the  DiKch,  or,  at  leaft, 
fome  of  the  German  princes  -,  yet  I  thought  fit  to  trou- 
ble your  majefty  with  fome  more  particular  obfcrva- 
tions  of  my  own  upon  this  fubjeft,  in  difcourfe  more 
private  with  feveral  of  the  parties,  and  which  I  have 
not  communicated  to  any  other.     Monfieur  Colbert, 
aftcf  much  compliment  to  me  the  firfl:  month  I  was  • 
here,  of  his  matter's  particular  efteem  of  me,  and  of 
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his  own  believing  that  no  man  but  I  could  make  the 
peace,  in  regard  of  the  intereft  he  believed  I  had  with 
the  prince  of  Orange,  and  of  the  neceflity  there  was  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria's  complying  with  any  mcafures 
the  prince  Ihould  take  ;  has  lately  defcended  into  more 
particular  difcourfes,  of  the  advantages  the  prince 
Ihall  be  fure  to  find  in  a  treaty  with  the  king  his  ma- 
tter ;  of  the  convenience  the  prince  would  find  in  car- 
rying it  on  privately  with  France,  during  the  more 
public  negotiations  here  •,  that  the  late  duke  of  Ba- 
varia did  the  fame  at  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  and  thereby 
was  the  perfon  that  made  that  peace,  and  at  the 
fame  time  eftablifhed  his  own  interefts  with  all  the 
advantage  he  could  propofc  himfelf  •,  that  the  prince 
of  Orange  might  aft  the  fame  part  here,  and  with  the 
fame  fuccefs  both  to  the  general  peace  and  to  himfclf ; 
that  he  could  negotiate  it  by  no  man  fo  well  as  by  me  ; 
and  none  could  have  a  part  of  greater  honour  or  ad- 
vantage than  mine  would  be  in  the  conduft  of  fuch  an 
afi^ain     I  told  him,  upon  this  occafion,  the  truth  of 
what  I  thought  concerning  the  prince  and  myfelf  in 
this  matter;    which  was,    that   though  perhaps  his 
highnefs  would  hear  me  talk  to  him,  either  of  his  ge- 
neral or  particular  intereft,  as  foon  as  another  man, 
yet  I  had  never  known  that  perfon  who  had  aucunpou- 
voir  fur  non  efprit:  that  your  majefty  had  found  you 
had  a  great  deal  Icfs  than  you  had  reafon  to  expeft, 
and  that  others  had  none  at  all,  who  pretended  to 
have  more  than  their  (hare  :  that,  by  what  I  knew  of 
the  prince's  difpofitions,  I  much  doubted  the  relief  of 
Macftricht  would  not  difpofe  him  to  the  peace  :  and 
that  he  would  be  loth  to  fit  down  melancholy  at  the 
Hague  with  that  thorn  at  his  heart :  that  I  heard  he 
was/(?r/  depiie  zt  prefent;  but  that,  when  the  cam- 
paign ended,  I  fhould  have  occafion  of  feeing  him, 
and  fliould  then  te  fure  to  know  the  bottom  of  his 
heart  5   which  I  Ihould  acquaint  your  majefty  with, 

and 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Kingy  the  Frince  of  Orange,  Srr.     265 

and  obferveyoiir  direftions  upon  it*  Monfieur  Colbert 
replied,  that  if  the  prince  would  by  me  have  given  them 
any  private  affurances,  that  the  carrying  of  Maeftricht 
would  have  difpofed  him  to  the  peace,  he  was  furc  the 
king  his  mafter  would  willingly  have  given  him  the 
glory  of  it,  and  employed  his  army  fomewhere  in  Flan^ 
dcrs  ;  mais  qu^ilnefallcit  pas  quitter  le  certain  pour  lin- 
certain^  that  he  believed  the  prince  was  in  ill  humour 
«pon  it,  rftais  que  le  temps  le  rameneroit ;  and  that  he  be- 
lieved, that  would  not  be  before  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

1  obferved  in  fome  particular  difcourfcs  of  mon* 
fieur  Beverning,  in  a  humour  when  we  are  aptell  to 
tell  truth,  that  at  leaft,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  extreme 
illfatisfied  with  the  Spaniards,  and  with  the  war  being 
purfued  only  for  the  interefts  of  that  crown,  who  con- 
tributed fo  little  towards  it :  that  he  defired  the  peace 
fo  much,  as,  if  Spain  would  not  be  reafonable  in  it, 
to  wifh  for  it  without  them.  This,  I  know,  is  the 
fcnfe  of  the  fubftantial  part  of  the  people  in  Holland 
as  well  as  his  -,  and  whether  the  prince,  and  the  per- 
ibns  at  prefent  in  the  government,  will  be  able,  after 
this  difgrace  at  Maeftricht,  to  keep  the  fpirits  there  in 
temper  enough  to  cany  on  the  war  another  year,  I 
cannot  yet,  or  at  this  diftance,  take  upon  me  to 
jiidge. 

I  have  obferved  by  my  converfationwith  the  Swe- 
difli  minifters,  both  at  the  Hague  and  here,  that  they 
defire  a  peace  with  more  impatience  than  any  of  the 
parties  -,  and  fo  far,  that,  if  they  cannot  have  it  ge- 
neral in  a  fliort  time,  they  would  be  glad  of  a  parti- 
cular one,  either  with  Holland,  or  the  duke  of  Bran- 
denburgh.  They  do  not  think  France  confiders  them 
at  all  in  proportion  to  the  lofles  and  misfortunes  they 
have  engaged  them  in  :  and  one  of  their  ambafladors 
told  me,  he  did  not  believe  que  les  affaires fujfent  en- 
core dans  Vaffiette  que  la  France  demandoit^  ni  qu^ilejloit 
neceffaire  pour  leur  faire  tout  de  bon  foubaiter  la  paix 
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ginerale.  He  faid  this  a  little  myfterioufly,  making 
me  believe,  he  had  already  particular  reafon  to  think 
fo,  but  ihould,  in  a  little  time,  know  more,  and 
would  then  in  confidence  acquaint  me  with  it. 

I  doubt  it  will  be  ncceflfary  for  me,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  affair,  fometimes  to  give  your  majcfty  fomc 
fuch  accounts  as  this,  of  what  may  pafi  to  me  in 
particulrr  confidence  iVom  fome  of  the  minifters, 
either  by  force  of  old  acquaintances,  or  any  other 
motions  they  (hall  find  towards  it;  and,  poflibly, 
they  may  give  your  majefty  more  light  than  tne  more 
open  paces  here.  But  if  your  majefty  will  aviid  the 
trouble,  and  appoint  any  other  perfon,  to  whom  I 
Ihall  addrefs  fuch  difpatches,  I  fliall  not  farther  pre-* 
fume  to  give  your  majefty  thefe  interruptions  •,  but 
content  myfelf  with  your  majefty*s  pardon  for  what  is 
paft,  and  with  your  juftice  in  believing  and  accepting 
that  Ifiviolable  truth  and  devotion  wherewith  I  am, 
and  Ihall  be  ever.  Sir,  your  majcfty's  moft  loyal  fub- 
jedt  and  fervant, 

W.  TEMPLE. 

To  the  King. 

Nimeguen,  Sept,  20,  N,  S.  1676. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
PON  the  prince's  return  from  the  army,  he  waa 
pleafcd  to  write  mc  a  letter,  giving  me  notice  of 
it,  and  defiring  me  to  meet  him  at  his  houfe  near  U- 
trecht,  which  I  did  on  Thurfday  laft.  I  ftaid  two  days 
with  his  highnefs,  and  had  very  large  difcourfes  witf^ 
him  upon  the  events  of  the  prefent  campaign  and  ap- 

rarances  of  the  treaty,  As  to  my  own  part  in  them 
ihall  only  fay,  that  they  were  all  applied  to  thofe 
ends  and  in  that  method,  which  I  thought  moft  agree- 
?ible  to  your  majefty*s  intentions,  and  to  the  feveral  in- 
ftruftions  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  youp 
inajcfty,  or  by  your  order,  upon  this  fubjeft.     The 
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fubftance  of  all  his  highnefs's  difcourfe  I '  Ihall  fum 
up  in  as  few  and  as  (hoit  heads  as  I  can  for  your  n^a* 
jefty's  cafe. 

He  expreffed  great  fenfe  of  the  misfortune  of  this 
campaign,  and  faid^  he  knew  very  well,  Le  malbeur 
defm  pojh^  ou  pendant  que  les  autres  faifoient  les  fautes^ 
f'eftoit  i  luy  de  fouffrir  la  honte.  When  I  told  him,  that 
was  too  hard  an  expreflion,  and  that  no  body  thought 
hedeferved,  he  repeated  it  again,  andfaid,  Itmuftbe 
fo  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  world,  but  only  fome  few 
who  knew  the  infide  of  the  bufinefs:  that  he  faw  no 
remedy  for  it  with  the  prefent  condudt  of  Spain,  nor 
with  fuch  men  as  they  employed  in  Flanders :  that 
fome  of  them  were  loth  to  venture  the  army,  and  fome 
as  loth  to  venture  themfelves,  and  others  knew  not 
how  to  do  either  i  propos :  that  I  might  very  well 
think,  however,  that  he  had  no  mind  to  fit  down  with 
the  difgracc  of  fuch  a  campaign ;  and  that  if  the  Spa- 
niards could  but  garrifon  their  towns,  fo  as  to  make 
any  defence  in  form,  he  would  yet  hope  he  might  have 
his  revenge  another  year,  by  trufting  to  no  army  but 
his  own. 

When  I  alk,  whether  he  thought  the  States  were 
in  humour,  or  the  country  in  conditions  to  go  on  with 
the  war?  he  faid.  He  would  not  diffcmblcit,  they 
bad  a  horrible  mind  to  the  peace ;  but  fo  they  had 
for  thefe  two  laft  years :  that  they  were,  however, 
jible  to  go  on  with  it,  efpecially  if  they  were  eafed  of 
their  fubfidies  to  the  allies,  and  would  be  infenfibly 
engaged  in  it,  as  they  had  been  thefe  two  laft  cam- 
paigns, if  they  could  not  have  a  peace  with  fome  ho- 
nour and  fafety, 

When  I  took  notice  of  his  little  inclinations  to  any 
fudden  peace,  he  faid,  on  the  contrary,  he  had  a 
mind  to  it,  and  that  no  interefts  of  his  own  fhould 
delay  it ;  but  that  he  could  not  tell  how  to  come  by  it 
(which  words,  I  remember^j  he  fpokc  in  Englilh) :  that 
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he  would  deal  plainly  with  me  as  to  his  own  thoughts ; 
that  though  a  congrefe  was  ncccffary,  yet,  he  believed, 
we  could  not  hope  to  make  a  peace  here  in  lefs  than 
about  four  years  :  that  he  was  of  opinion,  if  your  ma- 
jefty  would  have  it  this  winter,  you  muft  make  it  your-^ 
felf,  by  telling  all  the  parties  upon  what  terms  you  ex- 
pcfted  and  thought  reafonable  it  ftiould  be  made  :  that 
if  you  would  do  this,  you  muft  at  Icaft  employ  more 
private  negotiations  towards  it,  and  firft  found  France 
to  the  bottom,  inftead  of  founding  him  (the  prince) ; 
and  this  for  two  reafons :  firft,  becaufc  France  was 
fingle,  and  mafter  of  their  own  refolutions,  wiiich 
he  was  not  -,  and  though  he  could  anfwer  for  himfelf, 
yet  he  could  not  for  thofe  he  was  engaged  with ;  next, 
becaufe  if  his  highnefs  or  Spain  ftiould  firft  declare 
themfelvcrs  upon  the  conditions  of  a  general  peace, 
France  might  very  well  make  ufe  of  it,  towards  break- 
ing their  alliance,  or  the  confidence  of  it,  which  they 
could  not  do  towards  France,  which  had  no  other 
ally  but  the  Swede,  and  him  but  every  little  confidered 
cither  in  the  peace  or  the  war. 

When  I  would  have  entered  into  fome  difcourfe  of 
conditions  the  moft  apparent  for  the  peace,  he  faid. 
That,  upon  the  whole,  he  did  not  believe,  in  the  pre- 
fent  pofture  of  affairs,  France  could  poflibly  be  brought 
to  fuch  terms  as  it  was  poffible  for  the  allies  to  accept, 
nor  was  it  reafonable  to  think  or  to  hope  they  fliould 
after  fuch  a  campaign  as  had  pafled  in  Flinders :  but 
it  was  not  yctendcdin  Alface,  nor  perhaps  in  Flanders 
neither;  for  though  he  would  not  go  into  the  field 
again  to  do  nothing,  yet,  if  there  ftiould  happen  a  good 
occafion,  he  would  be  gone  again  at  half  an  hour's. 
warning :  that,  however  this  campaign  ftiould  end 
with  France,  it  was  like  to  pafs  well  enough  againft 
the  Swedes  ;  and  as  they  had  already  eighteen  thoufand 
men  of  the  l^unenburgh  and  Munftcr  troops  by  the 
conqueft  of  Bremen  ;  fo  they  hoped  to  have  thirty 
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thoufand  more  next  campaign,  if  the  Swedes  were 
beaten  out  of  Pomerania,  which  was  not  unlikely  yet 
before  the  year  ended. 

He  faid,  we  muft  talk  over  this  matter  again  when 
the  campaign  was  done,  and  that  we  fhould  then  know 
better  what  to  fay  upon  it :  that  it  would  be  neceffary 
for  me  to  come  fometimes  to  the  Hague,  and  to  th^tend 
adviled  me  to  get  leave  to  do  it  whenever  I  faw  occa- 
fion.  I  told  his  highnefs,  that  I  had  it  already,  and 
Ihould  make  ufe  of  it  whenever  his  highnefs  thought  it 
neceffary,  and  would  let  me  know  it,  as  well  as  upon 
any  other  occafions  of  your  majcfty's  fervice  there. 

I  remember  no  more  to  trouble  your  majefty  with 
out  of  all  our  difcourfes  upon  this  matter.  There  was 
one  thing  more  his  highnefs  faid,  which,  I  think,  v/ill 
be  fit  to  tell  your  majelty,  though  he  might  not  intend 
it.  He  told  me,  he  had  received  a  letter  from  your 
majefty,  in  anfwer  to  that  he  fent  by  my  wife ;  that 
you  had  refufed  him  leave  to  go  over  into  England 
before  the  peace,  and  with  terms  fomething  hardifli 
(which  were  his  Englifh  words) ;  that  he  thought  it  was 
fit  to  take  an  anfwer  when  your  majefty  gave  it  him; 
and  therefore  he  fhould  trouble  you  no  more  about  it : 
that  your  majefty  bift  knew  when  you  thought  was  a 
fit  time  for  him  to  do  it,  and,  he  fuppofed,  would  lee 
him  know  it,  fince,  it  feems,  he  did  not  himfelf. 

I  cannot  but  add  one  word  of  an  advice  of  another 
kind,  and  from  another;  hand,  becaufe  it  was  new  to 
me,  and  looked  cdnfiderable.  Upon  difcourfe  with 
count  Oxenfterne,  about  the  court  of  .Vienna  (where 
he  had  been  lately  ambaffador)  he  told  me,  the  em- 
peror was  fo  infirm,  that  it  was  not  believed  he  could  * 
ever  have  children  that  wonld  live  -,  that  this  being 
forefeen,  he  found  among  the  minifter^  there,  that  it 
was  refolvcd,  in  cafe  of  his  dying  without  fons,  to 
leave  the  whole  fucceffion  of  the  duchy  of  Auftria  and 
its  dependencies  to  the  duke  of  Lorrian,  with  condition 
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to  marry  the  emperor's  fifter,  and  by  this  means  to 
make  way  for  hi^  being  emperor,  which  he  did  not 
believe  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in,efpecially  when 
fuch  an  accident  fhould  find  him  in  the  head  of  the 
Imperial  army. 

I  humbly  beg  youf  majefty's  pardon  for  this  long 
interruption,  and  your  acceptance  of  that  humble  and 
hearty  devotion  wherewith  I  am,  and  fhall  be  ever. 
Sir,  your  majefty's  moft  loyal  and  moft  obedient 
fubjeft  and  fervant, 

W.  TEMPLE. 

T'o  the  King. 
Nimeguen,  Odtober  19,  N.  S.  1676, 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
T  Cannot  better  acknowledge  the  honour  of  receiving 
*  your  majefty*s  particular  commands,  than  by  al- 
furing  your  majefty  of  the  infinite  fatisfaftion  I  Ihall 
have  in  obeying  them.  I  do  not  remember,  that  the 
refledions  I  made  upon  my  laft  difcourfe  with  the ' 
prince,  went  fo  far  as  what  your  majefty  is  pleafed 
to  make  upon  them  in  your  laft  letter.  I  did  not  con- 
clude upon  all  which  paft,  that  he  had  a  mind  to  con- 
tinue the  war  5  but  rather,  that  he  was  unrefolved  be- 
tween the  defires  of  repairing  his  honour  by  another 
campaign,  and  the  fears  of  being  more  in  fuch  com- 
pany as  he  is  joined  with  in  Flanders.  But  though  his 
qifpofitions  feemed  doubtful,  yet  his  judgment  was  in- 
deed very  pofitive,  that  the  peace  would  not  be  made 
this  winter,  unlefs  your  majefty  undertook  it,  by, ad- 
vancing fome  propofitionsof  your  own  towards  it :  he 
concluded,  that  we  fhould  talk  it  over  again  after  the 
campaign  Ihould  be  ended  on  all  fides :  and,  indeed, 
the  winter  quarters  of  the  Imperial  armies,  where-ever 
they  fall,  will  open  the  prolpeft  into  the  next  year's 
events  more  than  any  thing  that  has  paflTed  this  fum- 
pier :  for  if  the  French  can  maintain  a  defcnfive  war 
.  .  2  in 
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in  Alface  another  campaign,  I  believe  they  will  take 
St.  Omer's,  Cambray,  or  Valenciennes  (if  not  two  or 
all  of  them)  in  fpight  of  all  the  Dutch  and  Spanifh 
forces  will  be  able  to  do  in  Flanders,  unlefs  a  very 
great  change  happen  in  their  condudt  or  fortune.  But 
if  the  German  armies  (hould  enter  into  France;,  that 
crown  may,  perhaps,  liave  work  enough  on  that  fide, 
and  be  thereby  forced  to  call  away  fo  many  of  their 
troops  out  of  Flanders,  as  to  leave  the  prince  of 
Orange  an  eafy  campaign  there.  This,  I  find,  the 
French  ambalfadors  here  apprehend,  in  cafe  the  Swede 
be  wholly  beaten  out  of  Germany  this  feafon,  and 
the  alliance  continues  united  and  vigorous  another 
year.  And  monfieur  Beverning,  after  all  his  fanfares 
about  a  feparate  peace  (which  your  majcfty  will  meet 
with  in  two  of  our  joint  letters  by  the  lall  and  this  or- 
dinary) feems  too  public  and  affeded  to  mean  much 
more,  than  to  induce  the  emperor  into  thofe  meafures : 
for,  after  he  had  talked  himfelf  fober  with  me  upon 
that  whole  fubjeft,  he  faid  at  lad,  in  plain  terms,  that 
if  the  Germans  would  let  Brifac  alone,  and  enter  into 
France  next  ^ring,  the  States  would  not  make  the 
peace  this  year ;  and  that  they  had  already  taken  their 
meafures,  and  found  they  could  go  on  with  the  war 
another  campaign,  and  with  the  fame  forces  they  had 
this  lafl:,  or  fomething  greater,  if  there  were  a  good 
occafion. 

He  intends  to  go  again  into  Holland  about  the  loth 
of  next  month,  when  the  next  aflcmbly  will  be  of  the 
States  of  Holland,  at  which  time  the  councels  and 
meafures  are  ufually  taken  for  the  enfuing  year,  and 
always  for  the  chief  expence  of  it,  as  near  as  it  can  be 
then  forefeen.  I  hope  my  lord  Berkeley  will  by  that 
time  be  here,  and  then  I  (hall  take  an  occafion  of  go- 
ing again  to  the  prince  ;  and  (hall,  I  fuppofe,  be  able 
at  fo  critic^  a  time,  to  make  a  clearer  judgment  of 
what  your  majcfty  njay  hope  from  him,  as  to  the 
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peace ;  and  negleft  no  endeavours  to  give  his  highnefs 
thofe  imprcffions  which  arc  not  only  agreeable  with 
your  majefty*s  intentions,  but,  in  my  opinion,  with  his 
own  intcrefts  too,  in  the  pofture  he  ftands  with  friends 
and  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  I  fhall  then 
give  your  majefly  a  full  account  of  what  difpofitions 
or  motions  I  find  at  the  Hague,  which  the  French  am- 
bafladors  fay,  upon  all  occafions,  muft  chiefly  govern 
what  paffes  here.  In  the  mean  time,  I  fhall  only  beg 
your  majefty's  pardon  for  this  interruption,  and  your 
juftice  in  .believing  me  what  I  Ihall  ever  be,  with  the 
greateft  devotion  and  truth.  Sir,  your  majefty's  moft 
loval  and  moft  obedient  fubjeft  and  fervant, 
^  W.TEMPLK 

To  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

Nimeguen,  Oftob.  31,  N.  S.  1676. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

I  Received  lately  a  letter  from  his  majefty,  dated  at 
Newmarket  the  8  th  of  this  month,  and  in  anfwer  to 
the  account  I  gave  him  of  your  highnefs's  difcourfes 
with  me  at  Soefdyke,  and  your  opinions  that  his  ma- 
jefty propofing  the  terms  of  a  peace  to  the  parties  will 
be  the  only  way  of  making  it.  His  majefty  fays  upon 
it,  that  he  doubts  your  highnefs  has  a  mind  to  con- 
tinue the  war,  which  he  is  forry  for;  becaufe,  as  it  is 
condufted  by  your  allies,  he  fears  you  will  not  find 
your  account  in  it  >  and  aflures  me,  one  of  the  great 
motives  he  has  for  the  peace,  is  the  belief  that  your 
highnefs  will  be  the  better  for  it ;  that  it  has  ever  been 
his  endeavour,  andisfoftill,  to  oblige  France  to  de- 
clare itfclf  to  him  upon  what  terms  they  will  be  con- 
tent to  make  the  peace  \  but  if  they  will  not,  it  muft 
take  the  forms  which  the  congrefs  here  will  give  it ; 
and  if  that  will  not  bring  it  to  pafs,  his  majefty  muft 
content  himfelf  with  having  done  what  he  could  to- 
wards it,  according  to  the  figure  he  has  taken 'of  the 
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common  mediator.  Upon  another  fubjeft  his  majefty 
fays,  he  is  glad  to  undcrftand  from  me,  that  your 
highncfs  is  of  opinion,  you  muft  Icarn  from  his  ma* 
jelly  the  time  of  your  going  over  into  England,  which 
is  not  yet  proper  for  it ;  but  when  it  fhall  be  fo,  he  Ihall 
be  as  glad  to  fee  you,  as  you  can  with  yourfelf. 

I  have  given  your  highnefs  the  king's  own  words 
in  what  1  have  written,  between  two  marks,  and  in- 
tended to  have  given  you  a  larger  account  of  it  myfelf 
at  the  Hague  before  this,  if  my  lord  Berkeley  had 
come  hither  fo  foon  as  we  were  made  to  believe :  it  can- 
not be  long  before  he  arrives  ;  and  will  not  be  long 
after,  I  hope,  before  I  ihall  have  the  honour  of  kifling 
your  highhefs's  hands,  and  ending  the  difcourfe  we 
began  at  Socfdyke.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  with 
great  thanks  to  acknowledge  the  very  great  favour 
which  my  wife  fays,  your  highnefs  is  pleafed  to  offer, 
of  lodging  me  at  the  Hague,  and  may  very  well  take 
your  highnefs  at  your  word,  if  the  weatlier  and  my 
health  continue  ill,  as  they  have  been  of  late, 

I  fend  your  highnefs  inclofcd  a  letter  I  received  from 
Mr.  Sidney,  which  came  not  fooner,  becaufe,  as' I 
found  by  another,  he  had  great  difoutes  with  his  fa- 
ther before  he  would  give  this  anlwer.  1  am  very 
lorry  for  it;  butfincc  you  find  the  lieutenant  colonel 
fo  very  capable,  I  hope  it  will  be  no  lofs.  In  cafe  he 
has  the  regiment,  major  Archer  has  begged  of  me  to 
mention  him  to  your  highnefs,  for  the  lieutenant 
colonel's  place,  which  I  Ihould  not  do,  but  that  I  re- 
member your  highnefs  cxpreffed  a  very  good  opinion 
of  him  •,  and  I  find  by  him,  that  he  cannot  (as  he 
fays)  poflibly  live  in  the  regiment  he  is  with  Fen.wick 
and  Weafiy.  I  h^ar  this  lalt  is  endeavouring  to  turn 
but  one  captain  Knight  for  having  been  a  friend  to 
major  Archer  in  fome  of  their  quarrels ;  I  humbly 
beg  your  highnefs  to  fufpend  any  fuch  refolution  till 
I  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you.     I  am  ever,  with 
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perfeft  truth  and  devotion,  Sir,  your  highnefs's  mo^ 
obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

W.  TEMPLE* 

^0  Mr.  Secretary  William/on. 

SIR,  Hague,  January 5, N,  S.  1677. 

C I N  C  E  my  laft,  the  day  after  my  arrival  here,  1 
"^  endeavoured  to  fpeak  with  the  penfioner  upon  thofe 
matters  relating  to  this  embafly,  and  ftill  remaining 
without  any  anwer,  or,  at  leaft,  difpatch.  After  having 
twice  excufed  himfclf  upon  his  indifpofition,  at  length 
he  gave  me  an  hour  -,  and  I  found  him  in  thepofturc  of 
a  fick  man,  complaining  of  unefievre  lente^  and  wcak- 
ncfs  upon  the  lofs  of  very  much  blood ;  which,  he  faid, 
was  ziXfanguis  aduftus.  Which  I  repeat  from  his  own 
mouth,  as  expreflions  that,  compared  toother  circum- 
ftances  of  our  converfation,  made  me  conclude  his  ill- 
nefs  to  be  at  leaft  as  much  of  mind  as  of  body  -,  and 
derived,  perhaps,  from  the  fatigue  and  chagrin  of  his 
bufinefs,  rather  than  his  ill  conftitution;  though  fome- 
thing  of  that  be  natural  to  him. 

I  firft  complained  of  the  States  delay,  not  only  in 
the  fatisfaftion,  but  even  in  the  anfwer,  due  to  two  of 
his  majcfty*s  letters,  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  three 
Scots  minifters,  which  I  took  to  be  clear  in  the  words 
of  the  treaty,  and  fubjeft  to  no  difpute  or  evafion.  He 
confefled,  it  might  look  like  a  negleft  in  the  States,  not 
to  anfwer  the  letters  they  had  received  from  his  ma- 
jcfty  V  but  they  had  delayed  it  in  hopes  his  majefty 
might  have  been  fatisfied  with  the  reafons  their  am- 
ba^adors  in  England  had  been  charged  to  reprefenton 
that  fubjefl: ;  and  they  were  unwilling  it  ihould  appear 
by  their  letter,  either  that  his  majefty  demanded  a 
thing  of  them  by  virtue  of  a  treaty,  which  they  did 
not  think  the  treaty  obliged  them  to ;  or  that  any  of 
the  king*s  fubjedls,  who  were,  or  fhould  be  hereafter 
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bahifhed  by  his  majefly,  might  from  their  letter  take 
occafion  to  hope  for  refuge  in  thefe  countries.  But  if 
I  would  enter  into  the  debate  of  this  matter  at  a  con- 
ference with  the  States  commiflloners,  and  {hould  not 
be  fatisfied  with  their  reafons,  but  defire  them  in 
writing,  they  would  either  give  them  me  to  reprcfent 
to  his  majefty,  or  elle  they  would  comprehend  them  in 
a  letter  to  his  majefly,  in  anfwer  of  thofe  they  had  re- 
ceived from  him. 

Tfaid,  I  was  refolved  to  enter  upon  this  matter,  and 
fee  the  bottom  of  it  while  I  was  here ;  but  hoped 
they  would  upon  it  be  16  far  fatisfied  with  the  clearnefs 
of  the  cafe,  as  to  anfwer  his  majefty*s  demand  rather 
by  compliance  than  reafons :  and  fo  we  refolved  to 
attend  two  or  three  days,  in  hopes  he  might  at  that 
time  aflifl:  at  the  conference,  fince  he  defired  it ;  and  I 
knew  very  well,  nothing  would  be  done  to  any  purpofe 
without  it.     I  found,  however,  that  the  flrefs  of  their 
prctcnfions  will  lie  in  tlie  difference  between  perfons 
baniflied,  and  either  rebels  cr  fugitives  who  are  named 
in  the  articles.     For  the  penfioner  thinks  his  majefly 
may  declare  any  of  his  fubjedts  rebels  or  fugitives ;  and 
fuch  a  declaration  is  enough  (being  fignified  to  the 
States)  to  ground  the  demand  now  made.    But  when 
a  prince  or  fl:ate  baniftieth  any  man,  they  thereby  de- " 
clare  him  to  be  a  fubjeft  no  longer ;  and  have  not  af- 
terwards power  to  declare  him  rebel  or  fugitive,  efpe- 
cially  if  he  have  ofiered  himfelf  to  the  law ;  as  two  of 
thefe  men,  he  faid,  did,  and  did  not  fly  their  country, 
but  by  fcntence  were  forced  to  do  it.     But  the  iflTue  of 
this  matter  I  mufl:  refer  to  our  conference,  as   like- 
wife  that  of  the  Dort  company,  and  the  fliips  Thomas 
and  John,  which  were  recommended  in  your  lafl:  to 
my  care. 

When  thefe  difcourfes  had  pafled,  th^  penfioner 
aflced  me,  whether  I  had  brought  them  the  pence  from 
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Nimegiien  ?  and  I  replied,  fince  he  was  fo  ignorant  of 
what  had  paffcd  there,  I  would  tell  him,  that  they  had 
carried  their  matters  there  en  babiles  gens :  that  to 
bring  their  allies  to  the  congrefs  they  had  pretended 
to  treat  by  the  firft  of  November,  whether  they  came 
or  no  :  that  after  the  day  they  had  found  fault  with 
the  powers  •,  offered  at  new  •,  made  the  mediators 
courfe  from  the  one  to  the  other ;  fpun  out  two 
months  time  in  thefe  paces,  and  thereby  were  gotten' 
•  in  fight  of  both  Spanifh  and  Imperial  minifters,  which^ 
I  fuppofed,  was  the  thing  they  always  intended: 

He  anfwered  me,  with  fomething  in  his  face  both 
ferious  and  fad,  that  either  I  did  not  know  the  courfe 
of  their  affairs  here,  fince  I  left  the  Hague,  or  elfe  I 
would  not  feem  to  know  them :  that  they  defired  the 
peace  from  their  hearts,  and  not  only  fo,  but  thought 
it  abfolutely  neceffaiy  :  that  they  would  certainly  have- 
entered  into  the  treaty,  if  the  Frtnch  had  either 
brought  powers  in  form  to  be  admitted,  or  obliged 
themfelves  to  procure  new  ones.  I  laid,  I  believed 
him,  and  diat  they  could  have  found  no  better  way 
to  bring  their  allies  to  the  congrefs. 

He  replied,  Je  vgus  dirai  done  encore ,  que  nous  nCin- 

fiflerons  fas  fur  une  paix  felon  les  pretenjions  de  nos  allieSy 

Cff  ne  VGUS  repondspas  queitous  nelaferons  mime fcparie. 

I  faid,  it  was  at  leaft  a  matter  of  that  moment,  that,, 

I  believed,  they  would  think  of  it  before  they  did  it. 

With  diis,  he  drew  his  chair  up  clofer  to  me,  and 
begun,  with  great  earneftnefs,  a  very  Tong  difcourfe 
upon  tliis  whole  matter ;  faying  firfl,  Tliat  they  had 
thought  enough  of  it  already ;  and  for  his  part,  he 
was  grown,  by  thinking  muchy  to  conclude  it  was 
without  remedy :  that  they  had  great  obligations  to 
Spain,  for  entering  into  the  war  to  fave  this  country, 
but  therein  to  fave  Flanders  too  j  but  they  had  made 
no  ill  return  by  continuing  the  wai'  now  three  years 
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only  for  the  interefts  of  Spain,  fincc  there  remained 
nothing  of  confequence  between  France  and  them : 
that  they  had,  befides,  engaged  to  carry  it  on  this  fol- 
lowing year^  with  the  fame  number  of  forces  they  did 
the  laft ;  and  fo  they  would,  if  their  allies  had  per- 
formed their  parts ;  but  for  Spain,  they  took  no  care, 
but  only  to  let  them  fee  they  were  refolved  to  perifti : 
that  they  fent  their  fleets  home  from  Sicily  without  any 
of  the  payments  agreed  for,  ahd  left  them  to  be  paid 
by  the  States  here  at  their  arrival :  that  not  a  penny 
could  be  got  of  300,000  guilders  they  owed  them  for 
carriages  and  provifions  the  laft  campaign,  and  which 
was  defigned  for  their  magazines  in  Flanders  againft 
the  next :  that  they  had  reprefented  to  Spain  the  ab- 
folute  neceflity  of  keeping  fo  many  forces  in  Flanders 
as  would  defend  their  towns  while  the  prince  took 
the  field,  which  he  was  content  to  do  with  the  army 
of  this  State ;  but  not  a  word  of  anfwer :  that  they 
had  then  defired  Spain  to  receive  fo  many  of  the  forces 
of  their  allies,  as  might  ferve  to  defend  their  places ; 
but,  inftead  of  this,  they  drove  them  out  of  their 
country:  that,  fot  the  emperor,  they  had  always 
told  him,  unlefs  his  army  would  march  into  France, 
or  give  a  batde,  Flanders  could  not  be  defended  laft 
year,  nor  this  next,  unlefs  his  forces  took  up  their 
winter  quarters  in  Alfatia,  or  that  fide  of  the  Rhine ; 
but  at  Vienna,  they  confidered  Flanders  as  much  as 
the  Dutch  do  Hungary  -,  and  becaufe  the  Imperial 
officers  could  make  greater  advantages  of  winter 
quarters  in  Germany,  than  in  fuch  a  harrafled  country 
as  Alfatia,  their  armies  muft  return  this  winter,  and 
thereby  lofe  all  the  advantages  that  might  have  been 
made  of  the  laft  campaign  :  that  for  want  of  maga- 
zines in  Flanders,  two  or  three  of  the  beft  frontier 
towns  would  be  loft  next  year  before  the  Imperialifts' 
could  poflibly  take  the  field ;  and  if  Cambray,  Va- 
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lencicnnes,  and  Mons  were  gone,  all  the  reft  woiild 
certainly  revolt,  confidering  the  miferics  they  had  a^ 
ready  fuffered,  and  muft  ftill,  by  a  longer  war :  that 
either  the  prince  could  not  be  foon  enough  in  the  field 
to  prevent  it,  or  elfe  he  would  not  be  able  to  fubfift 
for  want  of  magazines,  and  the  country's  being  like 
to  be  deferted  and  wafte  by  this  bufmefs  of  contribu- 
tions unlettled  ;  or  elfe  he  would  not  be  ftpong  enough 
to  venture  a  battle,  or  raife  a  fiege,  confidering  how 
weak  the  Spaniards  would  be,  how  poorly  their  tow4is 
would  be  defended,  and  how  ftrong  France  would 
come  on  that  fide  into  the  field  while  they  had  no* 
enemy  upon  the  Rhine :  that  the  prince's  friends  could 
never  fuffer  him  to  go  into  the  field  only  to  fee  towns 
taken  under  his  nofe,  and,  perhaps,  the  whole  country 
loft  while  he  was  expefted  to  defend  it^  and  rendered 
uncapable  of  doing  it  by  the  faults  of  the  Spaniards,, 
who  yet  would  lay  it  to  his  charge,  and  be  the  firft  to 
reproach  him ;  which  would  be  done  likcwife  by  his 
enemies  at  home,  and  ill-willers  abroad,  who  would 
be  glad  of  the  occafion. 

In  die  mean  time,  from*  France  they  could  have 
whatever  conditions  they  pretended,  either  as  to  the 
reftoring  of  Maeftricht,  or  the  reglement  of  commerce,, 
or  the  advantages  of  the  prince ;  and  as  to  this  laft, 
all  they  could  defire:  that  they  had  letters  every 
week  from  the  marefchal  d'Eftrades  upon  this  fubjeft, 
and  from  other  hands :  and,  for  his  own  part,  though 
he  fhould  fall  into  it  with  regret,  yet  he  did  not  fee 
what  elfe  was  to  be  done ;  and  he  did  not  know  one 
man  in  Holland  that  was  not  of  the  fame  mind. 

This  long  difcourfe  ended  with  faying^  that  he  did 
not  talk  to  me  like  an  ambaflador,  but  a  friend,  and 
one  whofe'opinion  he  efteemed :  that  he  difcoveted  to 
me  leur  fort^  fc?  leur  foible  \  and  would  be  glad  to 
know  what  elfe  I  thought  they  could  do  dans  Taccabk- 
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mcnt  de  eel  itat  par  uneji  longue  guerre^  and  all  the 
circumftances  that  now  attend  it  both  from  their  friends 
and  their  enemies, 

I  gave  him  thanks  for  the  confidence  he  exprefled 
towards  me ;  but  dcfired  to  be  excufed  for  giving  my 
counfel  or  opinion  to  a  pcrfon  who  was  fo  able  to  take 
meafurcs  for  the  State  and  for  himfelf.  But  I  defired 
to  know  what  he  reckoned  would  become  of  Flanders 
after  this  State  had  made  a  feparate  peace?  He  replied, 
that  it  would  be  loft  either  in  one  fummer  or  two  j  but 
more  probably  in  one :  for,  he  believed,  the  towns 
of  Cambray,  Valenciennes,  Namur,  and  Mons,  might 
be  taken  in  one  campaign ;  or,  if  Valenciennes  were 
only  taken  on  that  fide,  Cambray  would  be  out  of 
care,  and  muft  fall  of  itfelf :  that  after  this,  none  of 
the  great  towns  would  ofier  at  defending  themfelves, 
unkfs  it  were  Antwerp  J  and  for  that  perhaps  fome 
meafures  might  be  taken  with  France. 

I  alked  him,  how  he  reckoned  this  State  was  to 
live  with  France,  after  Flanders  was  wholly  loft  ?  and 
and  whether  he  thought  it  would  not  be  perfeftly  at 
difcretion  ? 

He  faid,  if  they  could  hope  to  fave  Flanders  by 
continuing  the  war,  they  would  not  think  of  a  leparate 
peace ;  but  if  they  faw  it  muft  be  loft  by  one  as  well 
as  the  other,  they  thought  it  beft  by  the  laft ;  which 
would  not  only  lefs  exhauft  the  State,  but  be  lefs  dif- 
honour  to  the  prince  too  :  that  after  Flanders  was  loft, 
they  would  live  fo  with  France,  that  diey  Ihould  find 
it  more  for  their  profit  to  preferve  this  State  than .  to 
deftroy  it :  that  he  knew  very  well,  it  was  not  a  thing 
to  be  chofen  •,  but  they  (hotild  be  forced  to  it,  as  men 
arc  fon>etimes  to  delperate  remedies :  that  they  had 
long  hoped  fome  refource  from  better  conduft  m  the 
Spaniih  affairs  :  that  they  had  believed  fome  imprefllons 
of  the  German  army  in  France  itfelf  might  have 
brought  the  bufinefs  a  un  accomodement  raifonndble : 
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that  he,  for  his  own  part,  had  ever  believed  England 
iifclf  would  cry  halt  at  one  ftep  or  other  •,  and  it  they 
•would  be  content  to  fee  half  Flanders  loft,  yet  they 
would  not  fee  it  all  •,  and  the  fame  of  Sicily :  that  the 
king  had  the  peace  in  his  hands  for  thefc  two  years 
paft,  and  might  have  made  it  when  he  pleafed,  and 
upon  what  conditions  he  thought  fit :  that  for  their 
parts,  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  had  defired  his 
niajefly  to  fay  wjiatcver  he  would  have  in  it,  and  that 
tliis  State  would  endeavour  it  upon  any  terms  his 
majefty  propofed ;  but  that  he  could  never  get  one 
^word  of  anfv/er :  that  he  had  full  power  to  make  any 
fort  of  alliance  with  his  majefty  that  he  defired  ;  but 
nothing  of  that  ncithet- :  that  he  confefied  it  was  true, 
cunSia  prius  tcntanda  ;  but  he  found  at  length  it  was 
immedicabile  vulrtus  -,  and  he  faw  nothing  left  for  them 
to  do,  but  a  feparate  peace :  that  he  underftood  very 
well  v/h:it  I  meant  by  afking  how  they  were  to  live 
widi  France  after  the  lofs  of  Flanders ;  but  he  had 
caft  up  that  too:  that,  firft,  la  vifee  de  la  France  fera 
pliltotfur  PAUemagne  ou  fur  Vltalie^  que  fur  eux :  that, 
in  the  next  place,  he  knew  it  would  not  be  their  in- 
tereft  to  conquer  or  deftroy  this  State,  but  could  make 
better  ufes  by  preferring  it  in  a  dependence  upon  them : 
tliat  the  king  had  feen  their  country,  and  underftood 
it  fo ;  and  had  faid  upon  all  occafions  fince,  that  he 
had  rather  have  them  for  his  friends,  than  his  fub- 
jcdts  :  that  for  their  religion,  which  he  had  as  much 
at  heart  as  any  man,  he  did  not  fear  any  thing  in  that 
from  France  neither ;  that  the  king  was  noty?  coiffede 
fa  religion^  as  thereby  to  lofc  any  interefts  of  his  State, 
and  he  knew  very  well  fhat  any  force  or  change  in 
religion  here  would  quickly  deftroy  the  trade,  and 
thereby  the  fea  forces  of  this  country,  which  he  might 
make  better  ufe  of,  than  if  it  were  left  un  grand  marl- 
cage :  but  at  laft,  if  their  State  muft  fall  in  four-and- 
twenty  hpur^,  it  were  better  for  them  to  defer  it  to 
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the  laft ;  and  that  it  Ihould  happen  at  night  rather 
than  at  noon. 

All  this  was  difcourfed  with  fo  much  earneftnefs, 
that  I  was  afraid  it  had  done  hinj  hurt ;  and,  indeed, 
it  left  him  not  in  condition  nor  breath  to  go  on  with 
a  longer  converfation.  And  fo,  having  laid 'it  was 
not  a  matter  to  be  refolved  between  us  two,  and  that  I 
wifhed  him  health  enough  to  go  through  the  thoughts 
and  bufinefs  of  fo  great  a  conjunfture,  I  left  him. 

The  next  morning  I  went  to  the  prince  j  .and  after 
fome  common  talk,  I  told  him,  I  had  fccn  the  pen- 
fioner,  and  alked,  whether  his  highnefs  knew  what 
difcourfe  had  paflfcd  between  us  ?  He  faid.  No,  he  had 
not  fecn  him  fince ;  and  afked  me  what  it  was  ?  I 
repeated  feveral  heads  of  it,  and  faid,  it  all  concluded 
in  the  neceflity  of  this  State's  making  a  feparate  peace ; 
and  that  he  faid,  there  was  not  one  man  in  Holland 
againft  it.  The  prince  interrupted  me,  and  faid,  '  Yes, 
*  I  am  fure,  I  know  one,  and  that  is  myfelf  •,  and  I 
'  will  hinder  it  as  long  as  I  can :  but  if  any  thing  fhould 
'  happen  to  me,  they  will  do  it  in  two  days  time.'  I 
afked  his  highnels,  whether  he  was  of  the  penfioner's 
opinion  in  what  was  likely  to  happen  next  year  in 
Flanders  ?  He  faid,  the  appearances  were  ill ;  but 
campaigns  did  not  always  end  as  they  began :  that 
fome  accidents  might  happen,  which  no  man  could 
forefee,  and  if  a  battle  fhould  be  .given,  none  could 
anfwer  for  the  event.  After  this,  and  two  or  three 
little  things  he  faid  about  our  indifference  in  what  be- 
came either  of  the  peace,  or  of  Flanders,  his  highnefs 
rofe  up  as  if  he  did  not  care  for  going  oo  farther  with 
the  difcourfe ;  and  fo  broke  it  off. 

I  have  been  very  exaft  in  the  account  of  aU  thefe 
palTages^  the  introduftions  to  them,  and  often  the  very 
words  (which'  I  have  marked)  becaufe  L  believe  them 
the  true  reprcfentations  of  the  prefent  difpofitions  here 
in  this  matter  of  a  feparate  peace :  that  is,  the  people 
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in  general,  the  towns,  the  States  arc  all  bent  .upon  it, 
from  an  extreme  diflike  of  their  allies  conduft,  both 
in  the  treaty  and  the  war.  But  the  prince  alone,  upon 
whofe  honour  the  allies  have  wholly  relied  in  all  their 
negotiations  with  this  State,  is  not  yet  able  to  digcft  \t\ 
and  being  equally  apprehenfive  of  the  difhonour  may 
befall  him,  either  by  feparating  from  his  allies  by  a 
peace,  or  purfuing  the  war  in  conjunftion  with  Spain 
(whole  weaknels  and  ill  conduft  will  make  the  faults, 
of  which  he  muil,  in  common  opinion,  bear  the  blame) 
he  is  certainly,  at  this  time,  moft  extremely  defiroua 
of  a  general  peace,  and  will  .not  only  go  into  it  in 
fuch  ways  as  his  majefty  Ihall  think  the  moft  expe- 
dient, but  \\ill  take  it  the  kindeftin  the  world,  if  hia 
majefty  fliould  think  fit  to  ufe  his  offices  with  France, 
fo  as  to  bring  it  about  with  honour  to  his  highncls,  in 
fome  moderate  fatisfadlion  to  his  allies. 

If  his  majefty  interpofeth  no  further  than  by  the  bare 
and  formal  offices  of  his  mediation  at  the  place  of 
treaty,  and  the  Auftrians  hold  off,  as  they  have  hitherto 
done,  I  fuppofc  the  French  and  Dutch  ambaffadors  at 
Nimeguen  will  fall  into  feparate,  and,  perhaps,  pri^ 
vate  negotiations  of  the  differences  between  them ; 
which,  I  guefs  (from  the  difpofitions  I  can  obfervc  on 
both  fides)  will  be  very  foon  and  eafily  adjufted :  and 
then  the  Dutch  will  be  ready  to  clap  up  a  feparate 
peace  in  two  days  time,  whenever  they  grow  more  out  of 
patience  at  the  flownefs  and  unfmcercnefs  of  their  allies 
in  the  general  treaty  •,  or  more  apprehenfive  of  dif- 
honour and  ill  fuccefs  in  the  v/ar  •,  or  when  thefe  or  any 
other  circumftances  fliall  bring  the  prince  to  fall  into 
the  fame  opinion  v/ith  the  States  upon  this  matter. 

Monfieur  Colbert  hath  in  many  and  particular  dlf-. 
courfes,  befides  others  from  the  marefchal  d'Eftrades, 
told  me  fo  iT#uch  of  their  defires  to  enter  into  this  mat- 
ter of  feparate  negotiations  and  meafures  with  the  prince 
wd  this  State ;  of  the  eafinefs  they  fhovld  find  in  points 
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of  commerce,  and  advantages  his  highnefs  Ihould  re« 
ceive  by  it  to  himfelf,  both  in  the  treaty,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  king  their  mafter's  friendinip  hereafter, 
that,  I  fuppole,  there  can  occur  no  difficulty  of  that 
fide,  whenever  it  grows  full  ripe  on  this.  And  thcre^ 
fore,  I  prefume,  the  knowledge  of  all  thcfe  circum* 
itances  would  beneceflary  for  his  majefly's  information, 
in  fo  great  and  fo  nice  a  conjuncture ;  and  more  particu- 
larly fo,  for  his  inftrudtions  to  us,  as  to  our  conduA  at 
Nim^giien,  whenever  we  meet  with  fvich  nootions  there, 
gs  afe  likely  to  arife  from  fuch  difpofitions  hei«. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  fo  long  a  trouble,  and  one 
word,  if  you  pleafe,  of  the  incloTed  by  laft  poft  from 
hence  being  delivered  to  his  majefty,  and  your  belief 
of  my  being  always,  Sir,  your  moft  faithful,  humble 
fervant« 

Tb  Mr.  Sicretary  Coventry. 

SIR,  Hague,  January 8,  N. S.  1677. 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  one  from  you  of 
^  the  5th  paft,  fmce  which  time  I  found  it  neceflary 
for  me  to  make  a  turn  hither,  botli  from  a  letter  of 
the  prince  which  defired  it^  and  fome  bufineis  relating 
to  this  ambafly  that  required  a  difpatch ;  and,  aUb, 
that,  in  fuch  a  conjunfture,  I  might  be  perfedly  in- 
formed how  the  game  was  like  to  play,  which  could 
be  known  no  where  but  here,  nor,  indeed,  by  other 
hands  than  thofe  I  deal  with ;  which  are  the  prince  and 
the  pcnfioner.  You  will  have  known  from  my  diC- 
patch  laft  ordinary,  all  I  am  like  to  know  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  a  general  or  feparatc  peace  j  and  I  find  by 
Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's  letter  this  day  to  me,  that  he  is 
fallen  upon  the  fcent  of  this  laft  at  Nimeguen,  fmce  I 
came  away  •,  and  likewife,  that  he  has  received  fame 
letters  from  court  fxnce  I  left  him  5  which  looks  as  if 
yovi  had  apprehended  it  there  already,  and  given  Ibme 
«  orders 
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erders  in  a  late  letter  about  our  conduct  in  the  cafe,  by 
way  of  proteftation,  which  he  feems  much  in  pain 
about,  ajxi  defires  my  help  in,  without  having  fent  me 
any  copy  oS  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon's  letter  upon 
that  fubjeft  •,  fo  that  I  can  make  no  judgment  at  all  of 
the  thing,  how  it  is  given  us  in  charge^  But  if  it  Ihould 
be,  as  I  apprehend  by  his  letter,   that  in  cafe  we  find 
a  feparate  peace  between  France  and  Holland,  conclud- 
ing or  concluded  at  Nimeguen,  without  our  commu- 
nicaticMi,  we  (hould  protcft  publickly  a^inft  it  in  his 
majefty's  name,  I  do  not  well  underftand  to  what 
purpofc  foch  a  thing  can  be  intended.     If  we  diflikc 
the  thing,  and  it  appear  to  fanguine  nxen  at  court  as 
dangerous  as  to  melancholy  men  in  the  country,  we 
may  endeavour  to  prevent  it ;  but  if  it  he  once  con- 
cluded, our  proteftations*  can,  in  my  opinio*,  ferve 
jorXy  to  irritate  the  parties,  and  bind  them  fafter  to- 
gether by  the  apprehenfion  of  our  being  angry  at  them 
both,  and  at  their  conjunftion.     Nor  can  I  well  fee, 
cither  what  ground  fuch  a  proteftation  can  have,  any 
more  than  what  efFeft ;  for  the  parties  have  not  obli- 
ged themfelves  to  his  majefty  upon  his  mediation  of 
a  general  peace,  either  that  they  will  not  treat  without 
Jiis  mediation,  nor  feparately ;  or,  if  they  had,  the  fame 
interefts  that  force  them  to  break  throu^  fomany  obli- 
gations to  their  allies  would  make  them  a$  bold  with 
thofe  to  a  mediator.     Befides,  I  obferved  in  monfieur 
Colbert's  exceptions  to  our  form  of  powers,  he  faid, 
there  was  one  «flential  default  in  the  very  difpofitive, 
which  was,  the  omiffion  of  that  claufe,   that  they 
might  treat  with  the  adverfe  minifters,  either  with  or 
without  the  intervention  of  the  mediators :  and  fo  we 
may  certainly  reckon  they  will  do,  when  intereft  leads 
them  to  it. 

I  am  forced  to  trouble  you  with  this  difcourfe,  hav- 
ing received  this  letter  from  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  fmcc  I 
dofed  mine  this  night  to  Mr,  Secretary  Williamfon.  f 
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know  not  whether  what  I  have  faid  be  at  all  to  the 
purpofe,  becaufe  it  is  very  likely  I  may  have  mifappre- 
hended  the  late  inftruftions  fent  us  over,  which  are 
mentioned  very  fhort  in  my  colleague's  letter  to  me. 
Befides,  I  am  the  apter  to  think  I  may  be  miftaken, 
becaufe  I  remember,  upon  our  defiring  infhxu^ons 
two  months  fince,  how  to  conduft  ourfelves  in  cafe  of 
feparate  treaties,  we  had  no  anfwer  given  us  upon  it. 
Ajid  I  will  tell  you,  that  not  only  the  allies  are  of 
opinion,  that  we  would  promote  it ;  but  the  prince 
himlelf  feems  to  believe,  we  would  be  glad  of  it; 
though  I  allure  him,  all  our  inftruftions  run  quite 
contrary,  and  impower  us  only  to  perform  our  offices 
towards  the  general  peace. 

I  am  ever,  with  the  efteem  and  truth  that  become 
me.  Sir,  your,  &'c. 

To  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  January  8,  N.  S.  1677. 
TTPON  the  incident  of  a  letter  juft  now  from  my 
^  colleague  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  concerning  fome 
inftrut^ions  he  had  received  fince  I  left  him  in  relation 
to  a  feparate  peace,  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  write  the 
inclofed  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  having  already 
clofed  my  pacquet  to  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon  •,  and 
our  inftruftions  commanding  us  to  correfpond  with 
the  fecretaries  of  ftate ;  fo  as  all  advices  of  impor- 
tance are  neceflarily  addrefled  to  one  of  them  for  our 
difcharge. 

However,  I  thought  what  I  had  written  fit  to  be 
prefented  to  your  lordfliip  as  early  as  I  could,  in  hopes 
you  will  give  your  hand  towards  our  full  inftru6tions 
in  his  majefty's  mind  upon  this  matter.  For  my  part, 
if  I  apprehend  right  what  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  writes  to 
me  about  a  prot^ation,  I  cannot  underftand  the  drift 
of  fijch  a  counfel,  nor  why  one  Ihould  be  angry,  when 
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one  hurts  nobody  but  one's  fel£  To  prevent  the  thing 
may  be  a  wife  and  necefiary  counfel,  and  in  which  hts 
majefly's  meaning  ought  to  have  been  iignified  early» 
where  it  was  likely  to  be  cf  moment  to  that  end ;  but 
if  the  thing  fhould  be  done,  I  cannot  imagine  either 
how  to  ground  our  ofFcnoe^  or  fcek  our  revenge,  and 
it  would  be  to  ftay  till  we  ftruck,  and  then  truft  to 
crying  out;  whereas,  for  aught  I  know,  it  were 
-better  to  anger  either  of  the  parties  before  a  feparate 
peace,  than  both  of  them  afterwards ;  and  if  we  muft 
ftrain  any  points  of  courtcfy  with  them,  to  do  it  rather 
by  making  a  fair  and  general  peace,  than  by  compkun- 
ing  and  protefting  againft  a  feparate  one. 

I  beg  your  lordfliip*s  pardon  for  this  trouble,  and 
your  juftice  in  believing  me  ever,  my  lord,  your,  &€• 

To  Sir  Jofepb  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  January  12,  N.  S.  1677. 

T  Have  received  the  honour  of  yours  tA  the  26th 
"■•  paft,  with  a  copy  of  another  of  the  fame  date  to  the 
plenipotentiaries  at  Nim^uen  5  for  which  I  humbly 
thank  you.  As  to  wliat  concerns  the  points  depend- 
ing here,  I  can  add  little  more  than  what  I  writ  laft ; 
but  that  I  have  received  alTurance  that  the  States  will 
give  fudden  order  for  the  returning  of  the  money,  and 
fecurity  given  the  matter  of  the  Thomas  and  John 
taken  by  a  Dutch  man  of  war  from  a  Dunkirk  caper : 
and  this  they  will  do  upon  the  affurance  I  gave  them 
(from  his  majefly's  letters)  of  the  like  procedure  on 
our  fide  towards  them  in  like  cafes. 

All  I  have  left,  is,  the  affair  of  the  three  Scots  mi- 
nifters,  which  mufl:  be  brought  to  a  conference ;  and 
that  the  penfioner's  illnefs  will  not  yet  fufier  him  to 
affifl:  at,  fmce  it  muft  be  at  my  houfc,  and  he  has  not  yet 
ftirred  abroad,  but  is  fomething  better  to-day,  io  as  to 
give  me  hopes  it  may  be  to-morrow,  or  Tbuifday  -,  if 
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not^  I  will  have  it  on  Friday  without  him,  and  drive  it 
as  far  as  it  will  go.  His  iUnefs  begins  to  be  apprehend-' 
ed  by  many,  being  a  continual,  though  flow  fever, 
and  would  extremely  difconcert  the  meafures  of  this 
State,  if  any  thing  of  ill  Ihould  happen  to  him.  Don 
Emanuel  de  Lyra,  who  has  abfented  himfelf  from  his 
poll  here  for  near  three  months,  upon  the  Ihame  of 
appearing  without  money  for  the  fleet  from  Sicily,  and 
that  to  Denmark  lafl:  year,  and  the  want  wnereof 
would  have  endangered  fome  trouble  at  Amflrerdam^ 
if  the  (hips  from  Sicily  had  been  able  to  come  in 
before  the  frofl:,  writes  now  word  from  Bruflels,  that 
he  is  preparing  to  come  away  immediately ;  and  that 
he  fliall  do  it  with  lefs  regret  and  fliame,  being  poflTef- 
fed  of  the  money  due  por  el  Mediterranean  y  el  Baltico^ 
yjtn  Gafconado ;  which  are  the  words  of  his  letter,  and 
have  fo  much  credit  with  the  prince  and  the  States, 
that  they  take  it  for  a  thing  done  :  and  it  was  high 
time.  The  prince  tells  me,  he  thinks  the  vtm&^ 
come  by  lafl:  ordinary  to  BnilTels  are  of  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  crowns,  but  that  more  is  exj^efted. 

The  Danifli  minifter  preflfes  very  much  tor  money, 
fliips,  and  men  here  •,  but  I  believe  they  ^v  HI  go  hard 
from  this  State ;  who  pretend  the  Danes  may  content 
themfelves  with  their  new  conquefl:s,  and  the  Spanifli 
fubfidies,  towards  carrying  on  the  war.  I  know  not 
whether  they  reckon  well  -,  for,  however  the  lafl: 
aftion  in  Schonen  pafled,  or  however  it  be  told,  I  look 
%ipon  it  as  very  advantageous  to  the  Swedes  •,  not  only 
by  gaining  their  point  in  the  relief  of  Malmoe,  but 
alfo  by  heing  left  matters  of  the  field  in  that  province. 
And  diough  the  lofs  may  have  been  equal  on  both 
fides  ;  or,  perhaps,  greater  on  the  Swedes,  yet  I  take 
that  crown  to  have  much  greater  refources  than  Den- 
mark, both  in  bodies  of  men  of  their  own  natives,  and 
in  the  moneys  from  France  •,  whereas  Denmark  will 
find  very  hard  to  repair  the  lofc  of  their  foot  in  tliis 
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battle  without  levies  from  Germany,  which  will  coff 
more  money  than  they  can  well  furnilh  without  the 
iiibfidies  agreed  both  from  this  State  and  Spain. 

I  intend  to  get  away  from  hence  as  foon  as  poflibly 
I  can,  upon  the  prefling  inftances  made  me  from  my 
lord  ambafr;idor  Jenkins,  as  well  as  from  monficur 
Colbert  arid  Beverning ;  but,  chiefly,  from  the  great 
cmbarrafs  that  you  will  find  fallen  upon  the  bufincfe  of 
the  aflembly,  by  the  irregular  demarches  of  count 
Kinfld,  whereof  I  have  been  this  day  acquainted,  by 
copy  of  the  joint  letter  that  goes  to  you  with  this 
ordinary ;  which,  if  they  proceed  one  pace  farther, 
as  it  feems  he  intends,  muft  of  neceffity  break  aU  com- 
munication between  the  Imperial  and  French  ambaf- 
fadors,  and,  confequently,  give  a  ftop  to  the  progrefs 
of  any  general  treaty.  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  prefles  me 
fo  earneftly  to  give  hiih  my  advice  by  to-morrow's 
pacquet,  what  to^do  in  cafe  they  receive  a  fecond  and 
more  formal  notification  from  count  Kinlki  of  hii 
arrival,  in  order  to  a  fecond  vifit  of  ceremony,  that  I 
cannot  avoid  giving  my  opinion  upon  it ;  finee  the 
cafe  is  like  to  happen  before  he  can  receive  direftions 
from  you. 

I  think  they  are  to  ufe  all  endeavours  poffible  to 
divert  count  Kinfki  from  this  refolution :  firft,  becaufe 
it  is  contrary  to  the  ftyle  hitherto  ufed  by  all  ambaflfa- 
dors  in  the  congrefs.  Secondly,  becaufe  our  vifiting 
the  count  a  fecond  time  in  form  will  be  to  give  him 
a  new  honour,  which  has  not  been  pretended  by  or. 
given  to  any  other  ambaflador.  Thirdly,  becaufe 
upon  this  praftice  the  French  will  certainly  make  him 
no  vifit,  as  receiving  from  him  but  halt  the  honour 
which  he  will  have  done,  not  only  to  the  mediators, 
but  to  the  ambaffadors  of  all  the  allies,  by  two 
formal  notifications.  Fourthly,  becaufe  the  mediators 
have  already  declared  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  French, 
their  own  opinion  in  the  cafe  5  and  if  any  thing  at  all 
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(Je  aUowed  to  a  mediator,  it  is  regulating  fuch  matters 
df  form  as  thefe.  My  laft  reafon  concerns  the  honour 
of  the  mediation,  and  fo  muft  be  private  among  us  j 
which  is,  that  a  preference  has  been  declaredly  given 
to  the  mediators  by  count  Kinfki  in  the  firft  notifica- 
tion, which,  it  feems,  is  ^ot  like  to  be  taken  care  of 
in  the  fecond. 

To  gain  this  point  of  count  Kinflci,  it  will  be> 
perhaps,  neceflary  to  employ  the  offices  of  the  Dutch 
ambaffadors,  as  well  as  the  foregoing  reafons ;  and, 
poffibly,  to  tell  him  one  of  greater  weight  than  all  the 
reft,  which  is,  that  if  the  minifters  of  Auftria  retard 
the  progrefs  of  the  aflembly  by  any  of  thefe  motions, 
contrary  to  the  ufual  ftilc  and  form,  it  will  be  inter- 
preted as  a  new  and  afFefted  delay  j  and  the  end  of 
that  will  be,  to  drive  the  Dutch  into  private  negotia- 
tions,, or  feparate  treaties  •,  whereas  the  only  way  to 
keep  them  clofe  to  a  general  peace  were,  for  the 
Auftrians  to  exprefs  all  facility  towards  it  that  others 
have  done,  at  leaft  in  the  formal  and  preliminary  parts 
of  it. 

If  by  all  thefe  reafons  and  perfwafions,  count  Kinflci 
will  not  be  prevailed  with,  I  think  the  mediators  ought 
to  tell  him  plainly,  that  in  cafe  of  a  fecond  notifica- 
tion, they  cannot  take  notice  of  it,  or  make  him  a 
fecond  yifit  in  form,  without  firft  receiving  his  majefty's 
orders,' and  fo  attend  your  pofitive  direftions,  upon 
the  account  given  you  by  this  ordinary. 

In  cafe  count  Kinflci  will  be  prevailed  with  to  con- 
tent himfelf  with  the  firft  notifications  and  vifits  made 
him  upon  them  j  then,  I  fuppofe,  the  French  and 
Swedes  may  be  appeafed  upon  receiving  their  notifica- 
tions fo  late  i  fince  count  Kinfki  pretends  to  have  yet 
notified  none  but  the  mediators,  and  to  have  received 
vifits  from  the  reft  without  notifications. 

For  my  part,  I  fee  no  other  way  out  of  this  wood ; 
and  if  by  count  Kinflci*s  obftinacy  it   muft  come  to 
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his  majefly,  I  know  not  well  what  in  that  cafe  can  be* 
done,  but  to  flick  clofe  to  the  ftyle  already  ufed  ia 
the  aflembly,  where  no  firft  vifits  haVe  been  Jdiftin-* 
guiftied  bjr  cognite  or  incognito  ;  fince  a  change  made 
by  his  majefly  in  this  praftice  will  not  only  break  all 
correfpondence  or  vifits  between  the  Imperialifts  and 
French,  but  will  give  an  offence  from  his  majefly  to 
the  French,  by  giving  a  point  more  to  the  emperor 
than  to  their  king  ;  whereas  they  pretend  to  yield  only 
place  to  him,  but  no  diftinflaon  of  rank. 

I  thought  fit  to  trouble  you  with  my  thoughts  upon 
diis  occafion,  as  well  as  to  tranfmit  them  to  my  col- 
league at  Nimeguen,  in  regard  they  may  poflibly  ferve 
to  give  his  majefly  fome  little  light  before  the  refolu- 
tion  be  taken  in  it.     And  I  will  prefume  to  add  one 
confideration  more,  upon  the  other  embarrals  already 
fallen  out  between  us  and  the  Brandenburgh  ambaf- 
fadors,  wherein  it  feems  his  majefly  has  not  yet  intef- 
pofed  his  judgment :  the  allegations  on  either  fide  are 
fo  blank  contrary  one  to  another,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
determine  them  -,  though  the  tefliimony  of  monfieur 
Courtin,  Oxenfl:iern,  and  Colbert,  in  what  they  have 
themfeives  praftifed,  or  feen  praftifed  fo  often,  feems 
not  eafily  to  be  fcrupled.     But  the  great  flitength  of 
the  Brandenburgh  pretenfion  will  be  the  late  relblution 
of  the  emperor,  dated,  as  I  remember,  November  25 
lafl:  pafl:,  in  the  pra<5lice  intended  thereupon  in  their 
favour  by  the  Imperial  ambafladors  at  Nimeguen,  and 
thereupon,  pofRbly,  by  the  Spanifti  too.     Now  this 
new  concefiion  of  the  emperor  feems  on  one  fide  to 
weaken  the  Brandenburgh  allegations  as  to  former 
praftice  (in  which  cafe  there  would  be  no  need  of  this 
new  refolution) ;  but,  on  the  other  fide,  it  feems  to 
induce  other  kings  to  give  them  what  the  emperor 
does,  to  whom  they  yield  in  point  of  place. 

This  only  is  to  be  confidered,  whether  other  kings 
will  take  themfeives  to  be  obliged  by  the  emperor*s 

ftyle 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Ktngy  th  Vrtnce  of  Orange^  &c.    289 

ftyk  to  GermaA  princes  ;  fince  he  may  have  an  intereft 
in  doing  it,  toward  the  decifion  of  what  remdns  ift 
queflion  between  him  and  other  kings.     For  though 
the  emperor  pretends  to  be  in  rank  above  other  crown- 
ed heads  in  Chriftendom^,  yet,  as^I  take  it,  the  other 
kings  confider  him  only  as  the  fiVft  of  kings,  but  not 
as  of  a  rank  above  them.     But  if  the  emperor  can 
procure,  by  his  example,  the  eledors  to  be  treated 
equally  in  all  points  with  the  crowned  heads,  it  will 
be  an  advantage  to  his  pretenfions,  fince  there  is 
certainly  a  difference  of  rank  between  him  and  his 
dehors.     In  cafe  Spain  gives  it,  by  the  emperor^s 
example,   and  from  confiderations   of  their  prefent 
confederacy,  both  with  the  emperor  and  princes  of 
Germany,  the  inducements  will  then  be  ftrongcr  for 
his  majefty  to  do  it ;  and  the  queftion  remaining  will 
only  be,  whether  his  majefty  fliould  do  it  without 
aflurance  that  France  and  Sweden  will  do  it  too  ?  For 
fince  his  majefty  has  already  declared  the  ftyle  he  in- 
tended the  eleftors,  and  grounded  it  upon  the  prece- 
dents of  Munfter,    and  other  late  affemblies,   if  he 
fiiould  change  his  ftyle,  upon  the  example  of  the  em- 
peror and  Spain  alone,  it  may  feem  a  partiality  to  the 
opinion  and  praftice  of  thofe  two  crowns,  and  againft 
thofe  of  France  and  Sweden ;  whereas  his  majefty, 
as  mediator,  may  be  allowed  not  to  change  his  own 
ftyle  but'  upon  a  change  or  confent  of  all  the  other 
crowned  heads. 

But  the  determination  of  thefc  matters  muft  be 
^vcn  us  by  your  orders  from  his  majefty  to  us,  and 
our  parts  are  no  other  but  offering  tlie  fmall  lights 
wc  can  towards  his  majefty's  better  information  in 
thefe  cafes. 

Monfieur  Colbert  fends  me  word,  that  they  have 
received  their  own  pleinpouvoirsl,  and  in  fuch  a  form, 
que  monfieur  Beveming  svoue  lui-meme  qu^il  a  tout  eg 
qu^il  dtmandoit  ^  which  I  take  notice  ofy  as  fonnething; 
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that  has  pafled  between  them  without  the  communica- 
tion of  my  colleague  at  Nimeguen,  for  as  much  as  I 
obferve  by  their  difpatch.  And  I  doubt  not  but  the 
delays  of  the  allies  will  haften  monfieur  Beverning; 
one  way  or  other,  to  enter  the  fooner  and  deeper  into^ 
the  bufinefs,  as  far  as  lies  particularly  between  France 
and  them. 

I  took  notice,  in  the  duplicate  of  the  laft  letter  to- 
the  ambafiadors  at  Nimeguen,  of  his  majefty's  pleafure 
concerning  Mr.  Hyde,  whom  I  have  not  yet  feen,  his 
arrival  happening  at  Nimeguen  feveral  days  after  I 
left  it.  But  I  have  given  order  for  the  offering  him  all 
the  convenience  of  my  houfe  or  equipage,  during  his 
ftay  there ;  and  was  furprized  with  the  news,  by  this 
day's  letters,  of  hi:,  having  already  left  Nimeguei> 
upon  his  way  hither,  where  I  am  now  like  to  fee  hin> 
firft.     I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

7b  my  Lord  Ainbajfadar  "Jenkins. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  January  13,  N.  S.  1674. 
T  Was  forry  to  find  by  your  lord(hip*s  ycfterday^ 
^  how  great  an  embarrafs  count  Kiniki  is  like  to* 
bring  upon  you  there,  by  a  proceeding  which  I  take 
to  be  very  contrary  to  all  form  and  ftyle  ufed  among- 
ambafiadors,  either  in  the  prefent  congrefs,  or  any 
other  place.  By  what  I  can  guefs-  from  the  cxaft: 
account  given  of  it  in  your  joint  letter,  I  jud^e,  that 
in  cafe  he  perfifts  to  give  the  fecond  notifications,  in 
order  to  fecond  vifits  of  ceremony,  it  muft  neceflarily 
break  off  all  communication  between  him  antl  the 
French  amhaffadors,  and  thereby  wholly  obftruft  the 
fair  and  eafy  progrcfs  of  this  afiembly :  therefore,  in- 
my  opinion,  your  lordlhip  ought  to  ufe  all  poifible 
endeavours  to  divert  him  from  this  rcfolution ;  and  to 
this  purpofe,  very  many  arguments  will  eafily  occur  to 
you :  as  firft,  tjiat  it  is  contrary  to  all  ftyle ;  becaufe, 
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if  he  intended  his  firft  interviews  incognito^  he  oogh*^ 
cither  to  have  come  himfelf  frankly  to  fuch  ambaffa- 
dors  as  he  had  a  mind  to  fee,  or  receive  fuch  vifits 
as  were  made  him  in  the  fame  manner,  without  any 
notification ;  for  any  formal  notification  fignifieth 
plainly,  that  he  is  not  incognito^  but  owneth  a  cha- 
rafter  of  ambaffador,  in  right  whereof  fuch  notifications 
are  always  given.  Secondly,  if  your  lordlhip  makes 
him  another  vifit  in  form,  you  give  him  a  double 
honour  in  refpeft  of  what  you  have  given  any  other 
ambaffador,  which  is  a  thing  they  will  allrefent.  Third- 
ly, if  this  happens,  the  French  will  certainly  not  vifit 
him,  becaufe  he  will  have  given^  two  notifications  to 
other  ambafiadors,  and  but  one  to  them,  which  makes 
them  plainly  go  le£  than  the  reft.  Fourthly,  it  is  a 
leflening  likcwife  to  the  other  ambafiadors,  who  have 
vifited  him  upon  his  firft  notifications  ;  fince  he  hath 
engaged  them  to  make  him  a  vifit  in  form,  and  pre- 
tends for  it  to  have  returned  them  only  a  vilit  incognito^ 
wherein  there  is  no  equality.  Fifthly,  the  mediators 
have  already  declared  their  opinion  both  to  him  and 
to  the  French  ambafiadors  ;  and  if  any  thing  be  allow- 
ed them  as  mediators,  it  will  be  certainly  the  liberty 
of  direfting  or  adjudging  fuch  points  of  form  as  thcfe 
arc,  whenever  they  think  fit  to  declare  their  opinion. 

If  thefe  arguments  will  not  prevail  with  the  count 
Kinflci,  I  think  you  may  ufe  one  more  of  greater 
weight  (but  as  in  confidence  to  him)  which  is,  that 
thefe  kind  of  paces,  contrary  to  ufual  form,  will  be 
interpreted  as  new  and  afiefted  delays  •,  and  that  the 
cffeft  of  them  will  be  to  drive  the  Dutch  into  feparate 
n^otiations  and  treaties  ;  whereas  his  majefty's  inten- 
tions aim  wholly  at  a  general  peace.  But  the  Dutch 
fecm  refolved  not  to  go  on  with  the  war,  unlefs  they 
can  mettre  la  France  dans  fon  tort ;  and  upon  this  he 
may  bebrought  to  advife  with  the  Dutch  ambafiadors : 
and  they  on  the  other  fide  may  be  perfuaded  to  em- 
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ploy  their  offices  to  divert  him  from  his  prcfcnt  rcfo- 
lution.  In  cafe  all  thcfe  prevail  not,  your  lordftiip,  I 
think,  may  plainly  tcU  him,  that  you  cannot  make  hjro 
a  fecond  vifit  in  form^  upon  his  fecond  notification^ 
without  firft  receiving  his  majefty's  orders,  whicli 
thereupon,  I  fuppofe,  you  will  attend,  in  anfwer  to 
the  letter  that  went  by  laft  poft. 

In  cafe  count  Kinfki  be  content  the  firft  vifits  already 
made  Ihovild  pafs  for  thofe  of  form,  and  thereupon 
will  fend  his  notifications  to  the  French  and  Swedifh 
ambafladors,  1  fuppofe,  you  may  eafily  prev^  with 
the  French  to  receive  them,  and  make  their  vifits  upoit 
them  before  don  Pedro  de  Ronquillo  appears  •,  in  re- 
gard count  Kinfki  declareth,  that  he  hath  yet  notified 
none  but  the  mediators ;  and  that  the  ground  of  his 
not  doing  the  fame  to  the  French  before,  feemed  only 
his  doubt,  whether  upon  it  they  would  vifit  him  or  n(x 

This  is  all  I  can  fay  upon  this  fubje6t»  and  fhould 
not  have  faid  any  thing  at  diis  diftance,  and  to  your 
lordfhip,  who  are  fo  well  able  to  judge  yourfelf  upon 
all  theie  emergencies,  but  that  you  are  pleafed  to  en- 
gage me  to  it  by  your  letter ;  and  I  cannot  make  a 
difficulty  upon  what  you  fo  eameftly  defirc  of  me  in 
this  or  any  other  kind,  being  ever,  with  fo  much 
cfteeni  and  truth,  my  lord,  your  lordfhip's  moft  faith- 
ful humble  fervant. 

To  the  King. 

H^ue,  January  15,  N.  S.  1677. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
T  Know  no  better  acknowledgments  I  can  make  your 
majefty  for  fo  great  an  honour  as  I  received  laft 
night  by  a  letter  from  your  Qwn  hand,  than  in  the  bcft 
obedience  I  can  yield  to  the  commands  it  brought  me ; 
efpccially  that  of  giving  your  majefty,  with  all  fpeed, 
an  account  of  what  conclufions  the  prince  fliould  fidOl 

into 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Kingy  the  Prince  of  Orange ^  &c.  19  3 

into  upon  the  fubjeft  of  it.  I  have  already  had  two  . 
audiences  from  his  highnefs  upon  this  occafion,  and 
difcourfed  over  the  whole  thing  with  the  beft  advan- 
tage I  could  to  what  your  majefly  propofes  to  your- 
fclf,  and  to  the  prince,  with  fo  great  reafon  in  the 
courfc  of  this  affair.  I  Ihall  not  trouble  your  majefty 
-with  the  particulars  of  thefe  conYerfations,  but  give 
you,  as  fhort  and  as  clofe  as  I  can,  his  highnefs's  lail 
anfwer  and  conclufion  upon  them  \  which  is  this,  and 
to  which  he.  told  me  he  would  refer  himfelf  in  the 
letter  he  intends  this  night  to  your  majefty. 

His  highnefs  fays,  that  this  being  the  firft  time 
your  majefty  has  pleafed  to  tell  him  plainly  the  con- . 
duft  you  would  have  him  hold  in  the  courfe  oi  this 
affair,  he  is  fefolved  to  let  your  majefty  fee  how  great 
cfteem  he  makes  of  this  confidence,  by  the  moft  per- 
fcft  compliance  with  what  your  majefty  propofes  as 
the  firft  ttep  to  be  made  in  it,  and  by  falling  in  with 
your  majefty  in  the  concert  of  the  reft,  as  far  as  he  can 
poffibly,  whenever  he  fhall  know  more  of  your  mind : 
that  their  ambaffadors  fhall  receive  orders  to  give  in  a 
memorial  to  your  majefly  in  their  mafters'  name,  de- . 
firing  and  preffing  the  continuance  and  enforcement  of 
your  majefty*s  offices  towards  a  general  peace ;  and 
chiefly  upon  this  ground,  that  they  apprehend  the  lofs 
of  Flanders  without  it  -,  and  that  his  higlinefs  will  fo 
concert  it  here,  that  this  fhall  be  in  fuch  terms  as  will 
reach  your  majefly's  end,  and  fhall  be  left  for  you  to 
make  what  public  ufe  of  it  you  think  fit :  that,  becaufc 
this  cannot  be  prepared  betore  the  next  poft,  his  high- 
nefs will  this  night  put  into  my  hands  a  letter  figned 
by  himfelf  and  the  penfioner,  to  monfieur  Van  Beu- 
ninghen,  giving  him  order  to  apply  all  his  difcourfes 
in  common  and  particular  converfations  to  the  fame 
end,  and  even  to  receive  inftruftions  from  your  majefly 
in  what  manner  and  terms,  in  what  places,  and 
to  what  perfon,  chiefly  to  apply  them :  that  this  let- 
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ter  being  not  to  be  communicated  fo  much  as  to  the 
commiffioners  of  fecret  affairs  here,  fliall  be  inclofed 
by  me  to  your  majefty's  own  hands,  to  ufe  as  you  pleafe; 
to  give  it  privately  yourfelf,  or  caufe  it  to  bfe  delivered 
by  any  other  hand,  and  at  fuch  time  as  you  think  fit ; 
and  his  highnefs  queftions  not  monfieur  Van  Beu- 
ninghen*s  governing  himfelf  in  this  affair  entirely  to 
your  majefty's  fatisfaftion :  that  for  the  minifterS  of 
their  allies,  he  cannot  anfwer  for  them,  becaufe  he 
knows  very  well,  they  have  not  a  mind  to  the  peace, 
as  his  highnefs  and  this  State  have.  That  it  will  be 
hard  to  make  them  fay  what  they  do  not  think  of 
Flanders  being  loft  without  the  peace ;  but  that  he 
knows  don  Emanuel  de  Lyra  to  be  fo  reafonable  a 
man,  that  his  highnefs  hopes  to  bring  him  to  your 
opinion,  that  this  conduft  is  fitteft  for  their  minifters 
in  England,  and  to  prevail  with  him  to  write  efFeftu- 
ally  to  don  Bernardo  upon  it :  and  to  this  end  the 
prince  told  me,  he  would  write  to  don  Emanuel  de 
Lyra,  that  it  would  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  him  to 
come  immediately  hither ;  and  that  at  his  arrival,  he 
would  ufe  his  utmpft  offices  to  difpofe  him  to  it. 

In  all  thefe  paces,  his  highnefs  thinks  he  goes  to  the 
utmoft  length  your  majefty  can  defire ;  and  indeed 
I  could  not  think  of  any  more  to  propofe.  But,  after 
all,  he  faid,  he  could  not  engage  to  go  farther  in  the 
endeavours  of  effefting  the  peace,  till  he  knew  upon 
what  terms  your  majefty  intended  it ;  for  there  are 
fome  that  may  be  fupported,  and  others  that  cannot ; 
and  fnch  as  thefe  they  will  venture  h  tout  pout  le  tout^ 
rather  than  agree  to  them:  and  therefore,  it  would 
be  neccfiary  to  know  your  majefty's  mind  as  foon  as 
was  pofiible. 

I  told  his  hin:hnefs,  I  would  rcprcfent  this  to  your 
maiedy  ;  but  defired  him  to  confider,  that  there  might 
yery  well  be  three  weeks  or  a  month's  time  between 
your  majcfty's  knowing  his  mind  firft,  and  telling  him 
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your  own  upon  it  •,  or  his  highnefs's  knowing  your 
majefly's  firlt,  and  then  telling  you  his  upon  it,  and 
expefting  aifterwards  a  return  from  your  majefty.  His 
highnefs  made  a  paufc  at  this  and  other  argument$ 
I  ufed  towards  prevailing  with  him  to  explain  himfelf 
firft;  efpecially  that  of  my  believing  your  majefly 
would  be  more  pleafed  with  it,  and  take  it  as  a  piece 
of  more  confidence  from  him.  And  haying  thought 
a  while,  he  anfwered,  that  to  Ihew  your  majefty  how 
frankly  he  would  deal  with  you,  and  with  how  much 
confidence  he  dcfired  to  live  in  all  that  pafled  between 
you,  he  would  not  make  a  difficulty  of  explaining 
himfelf  firft,  though  he  might  have  rcafons  to  do  it : 
that  if  your  majefly  had  a  mind  to  make  a  peace,  he 
thought  you  muft  do  it  upon  the  foot  of  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle,  which  you  would  have  the  more  ground  for,^ 
becaufe  you  had  both  made  and  warranted  it :  that  for 
exchanges,  he  thought  there  fhould  be  no  other  pro- 
pofed  upon  it,  but  only  of  Aeth  and  Charleroy  for  Aire 
and  St.  Omers  ;  which  two  lafl:,  he  thought,  imported 
a  great  deal  more  than  the  others,  unlefs  France  would 
declare,  that  they  ended  this  war  with  a  profpeft  of 
t)eginning  another,  by  which  they  may  get  the,refl:  of 
Flanders :  that  this  is  all  need  pafs  between  France  and 
Spain  *,  and  for  what  concerns  the  emperor  and  this 
State,  that  the  emperor  having  taken  Philipfburgh 
from  the  French,  ftiould  raze  it  •,  and  the  French  hav- 
ing taken  Maeftricht  from  this  State,  fhould  raze  that 
too.  And  fo  this  whole  war  fhould  pafs  c$mme  un 
tourbtlian  qui  avoit  enfin  cejjey  apres  avoir  menad  beau- 
coupy  ^  fait  fort  peu  de  remtii'mens  eti  monde. 

He  faid,  for  any  other  intercfls  tliat  might  be  in- 
volved in  this  war,  it  would  not  be  necefiliry  now  to  fay 
any  thing  of  them ;  for  if  thus  far  were  agreed  on,  the 
feft  mufl  follow  one  way  or  other  :  that  the  emperor 
and  Spain  had  propofed  other  fchemes  to  themfelves 
by  the  war,  and  therefore  defired  the  continuance  of  it, 
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and  would  fall  hardly  into  this ;  but  if  your  m^efty^ 
did,  he  would,  for  his  part,  do  his  utmoft  to  effeft  it 
in  concert  with  you,  he  hoped  with  them  -,  and,  how^ 
ever,  defired  to  know  what  you  thought  fit  to  be 
changed  in  this  fcheme  he  had  drawn  of  it. 

I  obferved  two  things  to  his  highnefs  upon  it ;  firft, 
that  by  it  the  county  of  Burgundy  would  be  reftored 
to  Spain  y  with  which  condition,  your  majefty  was 
abfolutely  of  opinion,  when  I  laft  attended  you,  that 
France  would  not  hear  of  a  peace ;  and,  I  thought, 
nothing  had  fince  pafled  in  the  war  to  make  you  believe 
it  lefs.  Sedondly,  that  after  fo  many  conquefts  made, 
and  fo  many  expefted  by  France  at  this  time,  it  would 
be  very  hard  to  believe  they  could  be  brought  to  re- 
ftore  luch  acquifitions  as  they  were  pofleffed  of,  i^ 
very  confiderable,  and  without  any  equivalent.  He 
anfwered  to  the  firft,  that  Burgundy  could  not  be  left 
in  the  French  hands,  without  reftitution  of  feveral 
other  towns  in  Flanders,  upon  which  fo  many  debates 
would  arife,  as  muft  of  neceflity  draw  the  bufinels 
into  great  lengths,  and  leave  all  to  the  decifion  of 
another  campaign.  But  if  your  majefty  perfifted  in 
your  former  opinion  upon  that  matter,  there  was  na 
way  but  finding  out  what  was  propofed  by  France,  as 
the  equivalent  of  Burgundy  upon  the  treaty  of  Aix, 
and  regulate  it  accordingly. 

For  the  fecond,  he  faid,  I  had  reafon,  and  he  did 
not  believe  France  would  do  it  at  this  time  upon 
other  motives,  than  thofe  of  your  majefty's  interpofi- 
tion,  But  if  they  would  not  cor^fent  to  thefe  terms, 
or  fome  others  near  them,  that  your  majefly  fhould 
think  fit  to  propQfe,  the  war  muft  go  on,  and  God 
Almighty  muft  decide  it :  that  all  the  allies,  befide 
this  State,  defired  nothing  elfc  ;  and  the  Spaniard^  be- 
1  cvcd,  if  don  John  came  to  the  head  of  their  affairs, 
as  he  might  very  well  be  at  this  time,  it  would  be  a 
pew  world  with  t^cm  :  and  the  t|-uth  was^  that  crowa 
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had  great  refources,  baw  ill  ufe  ibeverthey  made  of 
them:  that  one  good  town  well  defended^  or  one 
battle  well  fought,  would  change  the  bufinefs  ;  that» 
for  his  own  part,  he  would  give  in,  all  that  could  be» 
with  his  on^eiiy,  to  bring  about  a  general  peace  upon 
very  moderate  terms ;  but,  if  France  would  make 
them  iijfupportable,  they  would  venture  all  rather  than 
receive  them  y  and  if  they  hoped  the  ill  conduft  or  ill 
fortunes  of  their  allies  would  bring  tliis  State  to  make 
a  feparate  peace,  let  the  penfioner,  or  any  elfe,  tell 
me  what  they  pleafed,  they  fhould  never  do  it  whilft 
he  was  alive ;  and  he  would  fay  one  thing  further  t0 
me,  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  hinder  it :  that,  if  he 
died,  he  knew  very  well  it  would  be  made  next  day : 
but  he  did  not  trouble  himielf  how  the  world  was  Ukc 
to  go  i^n  he  was  gone  out  of  it  -,  and,  perhaps,  we 
were  the  peribns  moil  concerned  to  look  after  that. 

This  was  the  end  of  his  highnels's  difcourfe ;  and 
the  lafl  part  of  it  was  fpoke  with  a  good  deal  of  emo^ 
tion ;  with  which  he  roie  up  ^  and  I  promiied  to  r&* 
prefent  the  whole  to  your  majefty  in  the  truefl  lines 
and  oolours  I  could  poflibly  (as  I  have  done  here) ; 
and  he  told  me,  he  would  come  to  me  before  this 
poft  went  away,  and  put  the  two  letters  he  promifed 
into  my  hands.* 

I  moft  humbly  beg  your  majefly's  pardon  for  a 
trouble  which  fhould  not  have  been  fo  long,  if  it  had 
not  been  neceflary ;  and  that  you  will  pleafc  to  accept 
that  true  and  hearty  devotion  wherewith  I  am,  and 
ihall  be  ever.  Sir,  your  majefty*s,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofepb  Wimmfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  January  15,  N.  S.  1677. 

T  AST  night  I  received  the  honour  of  yours  of  the 
•*-'  29th  pafl^  with  two  from  his  majefty,  one  to  the 
States,    and  the  other  to  me^  the  acknowledgment 
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whereof  by  this  inclofed,  I  humbly  defire  you  will  pleafe 
to  prefent  to  his  majefly's  own  hands  with  the  firft 
opportunity.  For  that  to  the  States  concerning  the 
three  Scorfmen,  I  intend  to  deliver  it  to-morrow, 
and  have  deferred  till  then  the  conference  I  intended 
this  day  upon  it.  The  penfioner  is  of  a  fudden  rc- 
ftored  in  a  great  meafure  to  his  health  by  this  thaw, 
and  aflured  me  to-day,  that  he  will  be  to-morrow  at 
the  States,  when  his  majefty*s  letter  fhall  be  delivered  \ 
and  at  the  conference  I  will,  at  the  fame  time,  demand 
for  the  afternoon.  The  bufinefs  is  very  hard  to  make 
him  comprehend  in  point  of  juftice  upon  the  treaty, 
and  will  be  hard  to  digcft  by  the  province  of  Holland 
in  point  of  intereft,  being  one  of  the  great  things 
which  has  peopled,  and  thereby  raifed  this  country : 
I  mean,  the  efteem  in  which  it  has  pafled,  of  being  a 
refuge  to  men  miferable  at  home,  or  perfecuted  by 
their  own  governments.  But  I  will  charge  myfelf  not 
to  ftir  from  hence  without  an  anfwer  to  his  majefty 
upon  this  matter,  and  will  not  yet  defpair  of  fuch  'a 
one  as  he  defires. 

The  great  news  here,  but  which  is  yet  in  few  hands, 
is,  what  the  laft  Spanifli  courier  met  (they  fay)  upon 
the  way,  that  don  John,  at  the  head  of  moft  of  the 
great  nobility  of  Spain,  was  upon  his  Way  to  Madrid, 
to  defire  both  the  queen  and  the  marquis  de  Valan- 
iRuela  to  retire  from  court,  and,  confequendy,  to 
take  pofleffion  of  the  abfolute  miniftry  there.  Some 
fay,  the  king  himfelf  is  in  it  -,  others  fpeak  as  if  the 
marquis  were  fo  too :  but,  I  find,  don  Emanuel  de 
Lyra  believes  the  thing,  and  that  it  will  be  decided  in 
four-and-tvventy  hours,  and  one  way  or  other  give  an 
efl:ablilhment  to  their  affairs. 

Mr.  Hyde  came  hither  yefterday  frpm  Rotterdam, 
not  knowing  any  thing  of  the  orders  given  by  his 
majefty  for  his  ftay  at  Nimeguen.  I  (hewed  him  a 
copy  you  had  pleafed  to  fend  me  of  your  letter  to  the 
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ambafladors  at  Nimeguen,  wherein  was  that  paragraph 
concerned  him.  He  leemed  much  furprized  with  it, 
and  perplexed  what  to  refolve,  having  not  met  it  till 
he  had  overihot  the  place  where  it  was  intended  he 
fliould  receive  it.  He  parted  this  morning  again  for 
Rotterdam  to  meet  all  the  letters  he  expefted  there, 
but  will  return  hither  to-morrow ;  though  I  knew  not 
whether  with  refolutions  of  flaying  here,  or  returning 
toNimeguen,  till  his  commiffion  and  farther  orders 
come :  but  of  this  I  prefume  you  will  have  a  farther 
account  from  himfelf. 

I  humbly  thank  you  for  the  duplicate  of  your  laft 
to  Nimegyen ;  I  can  pretend  to  no  Ihare  in  the  appro- 
bation you  pleafc  to  give  us  ;  but,  I  am  fure,  muft  have 
a  great  deal  in  any  raults  we  made  while  I  was  there ; 
and  can  only  fay,  that  I  am  ever  very  glad  to  hear  of 
them,  and  (hall  be  more  fo  to  mend  them.  For  the 
offer  of  our  form  of  powers  in  French,  it  was  only  a 
firft  draught,  and  offered  but  for  the  parties  approba- 
tion or  amendments  -,  and  being  done  at  the  defires  of 
the  French  and  Dutch,  it  was  done  in  the  language 
they  both  ufed  in  their  powers :  but  when  we  (hewed 
it  the  Swedes,  we  told  them,  if  it  were  approved,  we 
intended  to  offer  it  in  Latin. 

For  the  offer  of  his  majefty's  contenting  himfelf 
without  mention  of  the  mediation,  we  were  very  far 
from  making  any ;  and  the  fartheft  we  went,  was  to 
fay,  when  all  the  parties  defired  us  to  leave  it  out,  we 
would  give  them  our  anfwer  upon  it.  For  the  inlinu- 
ation,  that  his  majcfty  would  not  (land  upon  that  cir- 
cumflance,  if  all  tjfie  parties  defired  it,  we  were  moved 
to  it  by  the  difcourfes  we  heard  of  among  fome  of 
the  miniders,  that  the  difficulties  then  on  foot  in  the 
treaty  were  raifcd  by  the  mediators  more  than  the 
parties  :  but  yet  what  was  faid  was  not  till  after  both 
Swedes  and  Danes  had  told  us,' they  would  never 
^c(ire  that  omiffion  from  us.    If  after  this,  they  dill 
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were  faults,  I  humbly  beg  his^  majefty's  pardo^  for 
my  fharc  of  them,  and  dcfire  your  belief  of  my  being 
always.  Sir,  your,  &c, 

T^  the  King. 

Hague,  Jan.  19,  N.  S.  1677. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty^ 
T  Was  forced  to  give  your  majefty  fo  large  a  trouble 
-*  by  the  laft  ordinary,  that  I  (hould  not  have  the 
confidence  to  renew  it  fo  (bon,  but  that  I  think  it  be- 
comes me  to  let  your  majefly  know,  that,  upon  the 
clofure  of  my  laft,  the  prince  came  to  me,  and  fhewed 
me  the  letter  he  had  writ  to  monfieur  Van  Beuning- 
hen,  afkin^  me,  whether  it  would  reach  what  your 
majeftv  deSred.  I  told  his  highnefs,  what  indeed  I 
thougnt,  that  it  was  as  full  as  could  be  wifhed,  to* 
wards  the  governing  of  his  private  converfation ;  but 
that  your  majefly  expefted  fomething  that  might  be 
open  too  and  above  board ;  which,  I  thought,  could 
not  be  otherwife  done  than  by  a  memorial  from  the 
ambaiTador  to  your  majefly  in  his  mafl^r^s  name. 
The  prince  faid,  that  though  the  allies  would  take  it 
ill,  yet  it  fhould  be  done  •,  and  orders  fhould  be  fent 
him  to  that  purpofe  by  the  next.  After  this  the  prince 
told  me  he  had  writ  to  your  majefty,  but  not  troubled 
you  with  the  detail  of  what  had  pafled  between  us, 
having  referred  your  majefly  wholly  to  me  in  that 
point  \  and  therefore  he  defired  to  fee  my  letter,  which 
he  read,  and  faid,  it  was  not  only  what  he  faid  aiid 
meant,  but  all  he  could  fay,  till  he  knew  more  of  your 
majcfly*s  mind.  In  the  mean  time,  that  he  looked 
upon  this  as  the  firft  pace  of  confidence  between  your 
majefty  and  him  :  that  he  hoped  it  would  go  on  from 
this  time,  and  prove  fortunate  to  you  both.  He  faid 
he  fhould  go  to  Soefdyke  the  latter  end  of  this  week, 
and  ^end  moft  of  this  feafon  between  that  and  Die- 
ren  \  at  either  of  which  j^aces  he  fhould  be  in  my 
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reach  to  Nimegucn,  upon  any  thing  that  Ihould  come 
to  me  from  your  majefty,  and  be  neceflary  for  him  ta 
know,  and  to  take  his  meafiires  upon  vnth  me.  I 
believe  one  reafon  more  is,  that  bur  commerce  there 
may  pafs  with  lefs  lioife  than  this  here  has  done ; 
which  has  given  his  allies  fo  great  alarms  of  my  being 
here  to  negotiate  a  feparate  treaty  with  his  highnels, 
that  he  would  be  glad  to  be  out  of  the  way,  and 
avoid  their  expoftulations  upon  a  matter  wberem,  tho' 
he  does  them  no  wrong,  yet  he  makes  them  not  of 
his  confidence,  as  he  has  hitherto  done  •,  and  is  fo 
hardened  againft  thofe  delicacies  he  ufed  ta  have  in 
that  point,  that  upon  the  cmperors's  minifter  entering, 
very  deep  with  him  yefterday  upon  the  occafion  of  my 
being  here,  he  contented  himfelf  only  to  tell  him, 
that,  he  had  yet  heard  nothing  of  a  feparate  peace  ; 
but  fuch  a  condu<5t  as  that  of  the  emperor's  has  been 
thefe  two  laft  years,  might  put  this  State  upon  defpe- 
rate  counfels :  and  if  Flanders  muft  be  loft,  it  was 
but  what  the  emperor  feemed  to  intend  \  and  that  if 
he  the  refident  pleafed,  he  might  write  to  Vienna  what 
anfwer  he  the  prince  had  made  him.. 

I  will  add  only,  that  as  I  doubt  not  your  msgefly 
will  have  what  helps  his  highnels  can  give  you  on  this 
fide  towards  effefting  the  peace ;  fo  I  cannot  imagine 
you  ihould  meet  with  any  hindrances  at  home,  after 
thefe  inftruftions  fent  to  monfieur  Van  Beunii^lien  j 
and  after  thefe  two  letters  I  wrote  fmce  my  coming 
hither,  to  the  two  fecretaries  of  State,  upon  the  ap- 
pearances of  a  feparate  peace ;  which,  I  am  confident, 
were  enough  to  convince  all  men,  that  your  majefty 
cannot  endeavour  any  thing  at  this  time  of  nnorc  fafety 
to  your  own  kingdoms,  as  well  as  glory  abroad,  than 
the  fudden  cenclufion  of  a  general  one.  I  ihall  end 
this  trouble  with  the  fincere  profeflions  of  that  humble 
and  hearty  devotion  wherewith  I  am,  and  fhall  ever 
be.  Sir,  your  niajelly's,  &c. 
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To  the  King. 

Hague,  Jan.  22,  N.  S.  167 7, 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majcfly, 
*TpHE  prince  defired  me  this  mornmg  to  beg  your* 
^  majefty*s  excufe  for  thofe  orders  I  mentioned  to 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghert  being  not  yet  gone,  for 
putting  in  fuch  a  memorial  to  your  majefty,  as  might 
reach  the  end  you  defired.  The  delay  has  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  returns  of  the  penfioner*s  illnefs,  and  the 
extraordinary  feffions  of  the  States  of  Holland ;  but 
his  highnefs  affures  me,  it  will  not  fail  of  going  by  next 
poft.  He  defired  me  at  the  fame  time  to  tell  your 
majefty,  that  he  has  had  reafon  given  him  to  believe^ 
France  will  be  content  to  give  Charleroy,  Aeth,  Ou^ 
denarde,  and  Courtray,  for  Aire  and  St.  Omers ;  fo 
that  he  has  been  aii  ill  negotiator  in  what  he  laft:  pro- 
pofed  i  but  hopes  your  majefty  is  fo  much  a  friend  to 
the  pfefervarion  of  Flanders,  as  to  manage  it  to  the 
befl  advant^.  I  promifed  his  highnefs  to  fay  what 
he  defired  me  to  your  majefty,  and  in  this  manner  to 
your  own  hand,  as  he  particularly  defired  it  might  be. 
But  I  muft  obfcrve  one  thing  I  gathered  from  the  pen  • 
fioner  upon  this  fubje<fl,  which  his  highnefs  did  not 
mention :  among  many  overtures  he  has  entertained 
me  with  from  France,  both  general  and  particular  to 
this  State,  he  told  me  in  a  vifit  to-day,  that  France 
would  be  willing  to  give  thofe  four  towns  for  two,  in 
cafe  Sweden  might  be  reftored  to  all  they  had  loft. 
I  afked  him  what  was  to  become  of  Burgundy  ?  and 
he  faid,  to  return  to  Spain,  fince  the  propofition  was 
the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  with  only  that  exchange ; 
and  that  he  had  it  from  a  good  hand.  I  told  both 
him,  and  afterwards  the  prince,  that  I  doubted  it  upon 
that  point  of  Burgundy.  The  prince  is  of  opinion, 
that  if  France  be  obftinate  in  not  reftoring  Bur- 
gundy, 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Klngy  the  Prince  of  Orange^  &c.     3c  J 

gundy,  fome  temper  might  be  found  in  leaving  it 
neutral  by  agreement.  The  prince  goes  to-morrow  to 
Soefdyke,  and  I  fhall  return,  God  willing,  to  Nime- 
gucn  the  day  after ;  his  highnefs  having  concerted, 
upon  any  neceflary  communications  from  your  majefty, 
that  I  fhall  make  a  ftep  thither  or  to  Dieren,  which  will 
be  done  without  much  noife  for  a  night  or  two.  I  have. 
been  forced,  in  my  own  juftification,  to  give  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Williamfon  this  night  an  account  of  fome  dif- 
courfes  of  monfieur  Colbert,  which  I  fhould  not 
otherwife  have  mentioned.  I  hope  your  majefly  will 
think  fk  fuch  matters  be  private  as  they  were  intended, 
fince,  at  one  time  or  other,  you  may  make  ufe  of  that 
difpofition  in  him  and  others  to  enter  a  little  further 
into  confidences  with  me  than  with  other  minifters. 

I  am  and  fhall  be  ever,  with  perfeft  devotion  artd 
truth,  Sir,  your  majefly's,  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon.  ' 

SIR,  Hague,  January  22,  N.  S.  1677. 

'T^HE  unufual  length  of  my  conference  with  the 
^    States  deputies  lafl  Thurfday  left  me  no  time  to 
give  you  an  account  of  it  that  poft  :  and  a  vifit  I  re- 
ceived to-day  from  the  penfioner  hath  left  me  no  oc- 
cafion  to  trouble  you  with  the  particulars  of  fo  long 
and  warm  arguments  as  pafTed  on  both  fides  upon  it. 
I  will  only  fay,  that  the  bufmefs  of  the  three  Scots 
minifters  hath  been  the  hardeft  piece  of  the  negotia- 
tion that  ever  I  yet  entered  upon  here,  both  from  the 
particular  interefb  of  the  towns  and  province  of  Hoi- 
and,  and  the  general  efteem  they  have  of  Mackaird 
xing  a  very  quiet  and  pious  man,  but  chiefly  from 
the  firm  perfuafion  they  have,  of  not  being  obliged  to 
it  by  any  bare  letter  of  his  majefly,  {without  any 
fentence  having  pafTed  againft  them,  by  which  they 
arc  adjudged  rebels  or  nigitives :   and,  on  the  con- 
trary. 
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trary,  after  a  fentence  of  baniihment  againft  Mack* 
aird  and  Brown,  which,  they  fay,  is  by  all  writers 
eftcemed  wholly  tp  extinguilli  their  fubje^tion,  and, 
confequently,   his  inajefty*s  right  of  declaring  them 

•  .rebels  after  they  are  banilhed,  and  beconie  fubjefts  to 
another  ftate.  And  they  fay,  hismsyefly  woold  have 
no  realbn  to  take  notice  of  any  letter  from  the  States 
declaring  any  man  a  rebel,  without  a  copy  of  the  fen- 
tence prcMiounced  againft  him  to  that  purpofe ;  the  fe^ 
ciprocal  whereof  mey  cxpeftcd  likewilc  from  his 
majelly  upon  tliefe  occafions.  But  I  foUhd  the  kii^s 
honour  fb  far  engaged  in  this  matter,  by  three  feveral 
letters  which  muft  have  been  public,  that  I  have  left 
no  fort  of  arguments  uneflayed  with  the  prince^  the 
penfioner,  and  deputies  both  of  the  provinces  and 
towns,  to  procure  his  majeity's  fatLsfaftion,  and  make 
it  pafs  for  a  thing  fo  neceflary  to  difpatch,  that  it  hath 
taken  up  two  long  debates  in  the  States  of  Holland 
thefe  two  days  paft,  though  their  meeting  was  intended 

.  but  for  five  days,  and  for  no  other  bufinefs  but  the 
levies  of  monies  neceflary  for  the  campaign;  yet 
this  morning  the  penfioner  came  to  give  me  hopes, 
that  it  might  be  eftefted  this  very  day,  and  at  lead 
the  aflurance,  that  he  would  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours 
in  it ;  and  that  thcdilpatch  Ihould  be  made  by  a  letter 
from  the  States  to  his  majefty,  which  (hould  be  put 
into  my  hands  to  go  by  this  very  ordinary  -,  fo.that  I 
will  reckon  upon  it  as  a  thing  done,  unlcfs  I  fee  my- 
felf  forced  to  clofe  this  pacquct  without  it.  I  inclofe 
the  States  refolution  about  tne  (hip  Thomas  and  John, 
recommended  by  his  m^efty*s  letter,  with  the  aflur- 
ance of  the  like  dealing  on  his  m^efty's  fide  in  the 
like  cafes.  For  the  merchant-adventurers  of  Dort,  not 
only  the  penfioner,  but  all  the  deputies,  have  renewed 
the  former  afllirances  given  meof  its  receiving  a  final  an- 
fwcr  next  ordinary  fefllon  of  the  StatesofHolland,wh]ch 
is  to  be  in  February.  And  for  the  fliips  taken  upon  pre- 
tence 
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tence  of  trading  from  enemy's  to  enemy's  port,  the 
States  have,  upon  my  inftances,  written  a  fecond  letter 
to  the  admiralty  of  Zealand,  to  require  their  fpeedy 
anfwer  j  upon  which  the  deputies  promifed  their  en- 
deavours to  fee  juftice  done  in  that  matter. 

The  prince  goeth  early  to-morrow  morning  to  Soef- 
dyke,  where  he  intends  to  pafs  as  much  of  this  feafon. 
as  the  affairs  here  will  give  him  leave ;  and  in  cafe  I 
receive  the  fatisfadtion  and  letter  for  his  majefty  I  ex- 
pert this  night>  upon  the  affair  of  the  three  Scotfmen, 
I  flxall  begin  my  journey  towards  Nimeguen,  either  to- 
morrow morning,  or  the  day  after ;  finding  nothing 
more  that  requires  my  prefence  here,  and  being  mucn 
prefled  to  my  return.  In  the  mean  time,  having  newly 
received  yours  of  the  5th,  I  find  a  paragraph  in  it, 
which  I  tnink  it  will  be  neceffary  to  anfwer  by  this  dif- 
patch,  though  I  have  not  my  letters  here  to  which  I 
might  have  tome  occafion  to  refer. 

You  are  pleafcd  to  fay  upon  the  fubjedt  of  a  feparate 
peace,  that  his  majefty  puts  much  weight  upon  what  I 
laid  in  mine  of  the  5th,  of  monfieur  Colbert's  many 
and  particular  difcourfes  to  me,  as  well  as  the  mare- 
fchal  d'Eftrades,  of  their  defires  to  enter  into  this  mat- 
ter of  feparate  negotiations  and  meafures  with  the  prince 
and  this  State ;  which  are  the  words  of  my  letter  •,  and 
that  you  being  called  upon  in  the  point,  could  not  find 
any  thing  mentioned  tul  now,  or,  at  leaft,  not  fo  as 
that  I  had  found  caufe  to  make  that  important  judg- 
ment I  feemed,  in  mine  of  the  5th,  to  have  made  upon 
it  -,  which  was,  that  I  fuppofe  there  could  occur  no 
difficulty  on  that  fide,  whenever  it  grows  full  ripe  on 
the  part  of  Holland. 

I  will  confefs  in  the  firft  place,  tliat  if  I  never  had 
met  with  the  leaft  motive  for  this  fuppofition  from  any  , 
difcourfes  of  the  French  ambafladors,  yet  I  fhould 
have  been  of  the  fame  opinion ;  and  never  yet  met 
with  any  man  that  doubted  it ;  fince  the  confequences 
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pf  a  feparate  peace  between  France  and  Hollan4  niiift 
be  the  iofe.  or  Flanders,  and  the  dependence  of  this 
ftatc  upon  France,  which  are  too  great  intercfls  ever 
to  be  heglefted  by  fo  wife  a  crown.  But  I  Ihail  now . 
tell  you  what  farther  reafons  I  had  to  believe  it,  fix)m 
the  difcourics  I  mentioned  of  the  French  ambafladors, 
fmce  you  are  pleafed  to  put  me  upon  it  5  and  that  which 
niight  before  have  paffed  for  vanity  to  trouble  you 
with,  is  now  grown  neceffary  for  my  ownjuftification 
in  what  I  writ  to  you  upon  this  fubjeft. 

You  may  pleafe  to  remember  what  I  writ  to  you  up- 
on my  firft  particular  vifits  with  thofe  two  ambai&dors 
after  my  arrival  at  Nimeguen;  the  overtures,  and,  in- 
deed, inflances  they  made  me  apart,  of  entering  into 
parricular  intelligences  apd  negotiations  with  me,  ftpa- 
lately  from  my  colleagues ;  and  ia  order  to  clofe  any 
particular  meafures  that  might  be  entered  into  between 
them  and  the  prince  of  Orange  by  my  intervention. 
You  acknowledged  my  private  lettor  to  you  upon  that 
fobjeft,  and  faid,  you  had  (hewed  ithismajefty,  but 
gave  me  no  fort  of  refleftion  upon  it,  either  from  his 
majefty  or  yourfelf,  by  which  I  might  know  whethes 
it  was  fit  for  me,  or  no,  to  entertain  or  encourage  any 
iiich  commerce,  diftinft  from  my  colleagues;  and 
thereupon  I  took  up  the  refolution  to  avoid  it,  and  tQ 
continue  the  anfwefs  I  had  firft  made  upon  fuch  over- 
tiiires,  of  my  having  nothing  at  all,  diftinft  from  my 
colleagues  •,  either  in  his  niajefty*s  inftruftions,  or  (as 
they  call  it)  his  fecret ;  or  any  thing  that  would  bear 
jne  out  in  any  feparat^  negotiations  with  the  prince  ^ 
or  any  other  fteps  than  thofe  of  a  general  mediator. 
Kotwithftanding  all  tliis,  monfieur  Colbert  continued 
veVv  parricula-  applicaoops  to  me  of  this  kind,  but 
with  inftances*  much  more  preflmg,  about  the  time  of 
the  prince's  rt  urn  from  the  campaign ;  and  elpecially 
in  two  very  Jorg  and  dcfigned  converfations,  which  he 

f  rounded  upon  letters  ]^  had  rec^yed  to  that  purpofe 
*  *  *       '' " from 
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from  the  king  his  mafter.     His  difcourfes  began  with 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefty*s  efteem  of  my  being  able  to 
contribute  more  than  any  man  to  the  peace ;  fince  it 
depended  wholly  upon  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  I  had 
more  acquaintance,  and  (as  he  would  have  it)  intereft 
with  his  highnefs,    than  any  other  minifter.     That 
nothing  could  be  done  of  fo  much  fervice  to  the  prince, 
as  inducing  him  to  enter  into  particular  negotiations 
with  the  king  his  mafter.     That  if  they  two  could  a- 
gree,  the  reft  of  the  parties  mult  fall  into  the  meafures 
they  would  take:  the  kindnefs  the  moft  Chriftian  king 
ever  had  for  the  prince's  family,  and  efteem  for  his 
perfon;  the  eafinels  he  would  fhew  in  all  that  concerned 
particularly  the  interefts  of  his  highnefs  and  this  ftate : 
and  thereupon  he  prefled  me,  by  all  poflible  arguments, 
to  undertake  the  bringing  about  tiiis  intelligence  be- 
tween his  mafter  and  the  prince.  When  I  excufed  my-t 
felf,  upon  our  inftruftions  being  common  to  us  all  three, 
and  impowering  us  only  to  offices  of  a  general  media* 
tion,  he  told  me,  nothing  elfe  could  make  a  general 
peace;  and  that  it  had  never  been  made  at  Munftcr, 
but  for  the  duke  of  Bavaria's  afting  in  the  whole  mat- 
ter, by  concert  with  France,  under-hand,  by  which 
he  received  all  the  advantages  he  could  propofe  to  him- 
fclf :  and  the  prince  of  Orange  ought  to  play  the  fame 
game  in  this  prefent  treaty,  and  would  certainly  meet 
with  the  fame  fuccefs.     Nor  was  it  once,  or  twice,  or 
thrice  only,  that  I  have  been  entertained  with  thefe 
difcourfes  ;  nor  from  themfelves  alone,  but  from  fomc 
of  my  friends  too  upon  their  iuggeftions ;  which  was 
enough  to  give  me  fuch  a  fuppofition  as  you  mention, 
that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  on  that  fide,  if  the 
thing  ftiould  once  grow  to  be  ripe  on  this.     However, 
I  fufFered  them  to  pafs  as  matters  only  of  particular  con- 
verfation,  and  not  worth  troubling  you  with ;  fince  it. 
was  like  to  have  no  eftedt,  by  my  excufing  myfelf  al- 
ways from  entering  into  any  fuch  intelligences  without 
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his  majefly's  exprds  command ;  and  by  my  finding  nd 
appearances  of  the  prince  of  Orange  giving  into  any  uich 
meafurcs,  thouoh,  other  ways  have  been  made  ufe  of 
to  give  h;m  the  impreflions,  by  a  continual  correfpond- 
encfi  which  monfieur  d'Eftrades  holJs  with  perfons 
here  to  that  purpofe.  And  I  fuppofe  you  have  rear 
fon  to  think  I  was  not  deceived,  both  by  whati  tcld  yo4 
the  prince  faid  to  me  ypon  the  fubjeft  of  a  feparate  peace, 
the  day  after  that  long  difcourfe  upon  it  with  the  pen- 
fioner,  and  likewife  by  what  his  highnefs  faid  to  mc 
fince,  that  it  fhould  never  be  while  he  lived,  and  that 
it  was  in  his  power  to  hinder  it ;  which  I  then  gave 
his  majefty  an  account  of.  And  yet  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  \T^  beyond  all  expeftation,  the  laft  remifes  of 
money  had  not  cpme  from  Spain ;  and  that  the  Me- 
diterranean as  well  as  JBaltic  fleets  had  come  to  be  paid 
off,  before  any  money  had  been  paid  by  Spain  to  the 
admiralties  here,  the  prince  would  have  found  diffi- 
<:ulties  to  carry  on  the  war  without  endangering  a 
mutiny  at  Amfterdam.  On  the  other  fide,  I  am  very 
well  perfuadedto  have  given  you,  in  mine  of  the  5  th, 
the  true  fchcme  of  what  will  be  the  procedure  of  this 
State  in  the  treaty  it  Nimeguen  ;  which  is,  to  enter 
jnto  the  matter  as  foon  as  they  can,  to  adjuft  the  points 
that  are  particular  between  France  and  them  •,  and  af- 
ter the  propofaJ  of  fatisfaclion  to  their  allies,  to  leave 
the  management  of  that  head  to  the  allies  themfelves; 
jmd  fo  appear,  as  to  their  own  part,  to  be  hors  d'affai- 
fes^  and  thereby  lie  ready  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  time 
^d  conjeftures  jDhall  fugged  to  them.     JBut  as  the 

{jrince's  firmnefs  feems  to  fecure  this  point  while  he 
ives,  atlcaft,  if  he  be  right  in  the  calculation  of  his  own 
power,  fo  I  am  of  his  highnefs's  opinion,  that  no* 
thing  can  prevent  it,  if  any  thing  Oiould  happen  to  his 

{*).erl&.  And  that,  en  the  other  fide,  by  all  the  difpo- 
itions  I  difcover  here,  both  in  the  prince  and  States, 
^is  majefly  hath  yet  never  found  a  more  favourable 
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-conjunfhire  towards  the  cfFefting  what  he  hath  fo  long 
defired,  and  employed  fo  much  of  his  care  in,  as  the 
happy  meditation  of  a  general  peace,  Wherein  I  fhall 
Endeavour,  at  my  return  to  Nimeguen,  to  purfue  Ki^ 
majefty*s  intentions,  both  upon  oUr  firft  inftruftions, 
and  thofe  we  continually  receive  from  your  hands,  by 
his  majefly's  command.   1  am  ever,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Arnheim,  Jan.  25,  N.  S.  167^^. 

IHad  only  leifure,  in  my  laft,  to  acknowledge  the 
honour  of  two  I  had  then  received  from  your  lord- 
fiiip,  but  fhall  now  anfwer  the  particulars  of  them* 
and  give  you  as  much  light,  and  as  little  trouble  by 
it  as  I  can.  The  offer  his  majefly  made  the  prince, 
concerning  an  alliance  after  the  peace,  was  received 
by  his  highnefs  with  all  the  fatisfaftion  that  could  be  \ 
and  he  faid  immediately  upon  it,  that  he  would  fend 
it  to  the  penfioner  to  be  communicated  to  fomc  of  the 
States,  who,  he  was  fure,  would  be  as  glad  of  it  as  he  j 
and  would  take  it  as  a  fign  of  his  majefty^s  concerning 
himfelf  not  only  in  his  highnefs,  but  in  the  fafety 
of  this  country:  and  that  for  the  condition  his  majefty 
required,  of  no  alliances  in  prejudice  of  it,  he  fuppo- 
fed  his  majefly  did  not  mean  thofe  they  were  already 
engaged  in,  and,  he  was  fure,  they  would  enter  into 
no  new  ones,  but  in  conceit  with  his  majefly,  in  cafe 
he  would  bring  them  out  of  this  war :  upon  which  he 
derued  me  to  acquaint  him  with  his  majefry's  thoughts. 
Thus  far  I  had  reafon  to  believe  the  advance  made  by 
his  majefty  would  not  fail  of  having  all  the  cfFefts, 
your  lorclfhip  tells  me,  you  then  propofed  to  your- 
fclves  :  but  when  I  acquainted  his  hignnefs  with  the 
fubftance  dF  Mr.  Secretary  WiUiamibn's  letter,  after 
cafling  up  diflinAly  what  it  amounted  to,  he  faid, 
he  would  die  rather  than  make  fuch  a  peace:  and  af- 
X  ^  terwardSj 
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terwards,  that  he  would  rather  charge  a  thoufand  men 
with  a  hundred,  though  he  were  fure  to  die  in  the  ac- 
tion ;  and  feveral  fuch  defperate  things  as  thefe.  Af- 
terwards he  talked  a  great  deal  in  colder  blood ;  how 
loft  he  fhould  be  in  honour  to  his  allies,  and  to  all 
the  world,  by  fuch  a  peace  as  this ;  and  that  the  prelT-  . 
ing  them  to  it  would  have  the  fame  efFeft  as  if  he 
abfolutely  broke  from  them  by  a  feparate  peace,  I 
told  him,  that  whilft  he  confidered  his  own  honour  on 
one  fide,  his  majefty  muft  confider  his  on  the  other, 
if  he  fhould  now  make  fuch  propofitions  to  France  as 
his  highnefs  defired,  after  having  been  their  ally  in 
the  war,  and  being  now  a  mediator.  The  prince  an- 
fwered  me,  that  when  I  fpoke  of  his  majefty's  ho- 
nour, I  could  mean  it  only  in  the  efteem  of  France  5 
for  he  believed  every  body  elfe  would  think  it  more 
honour  in  the  king  to  make  a  reafonable  peace,  than 
to  fuffer  Flanders  to  be  loft ;  and  thereupon  he  fell 
into  a  great  deal  of  difcourfe,  what  the  efFefts  of  that 
would  be ;  and  whenever  it  was,  that  this  State  muft 
of  neceflity  fall  into  an  abfolute  dependence  upon 
France,  and  could  never  think  of  defending  itfelf  by 
any  alliance  with  England:  that  this  country  was 
not  made  to  be  the  ftage  of  a  long  war,  by  being 
wholly  a  place  of  trade,  which  would  all  die  when 
the  country  came  into  that  condition;  and  that,  be- 
fides,  being  of  fmall  extent,  the  taking  of  one  or  two 
towns  by  France  would  bring  them  into  the  heart  of' 
all  their  provinces.  I  told  his  highnefs,  all  that  was 
true ;  but  yet  I  kne\v  him  fo  well,  as  to  believe  he 
would  venture  it,  rather  than  fee  this  State  grow  a 
province  to  France,  as  muft  follow  that  which  he 
called  falling  into  a  dependence  upon  them ;  and  that 
I  knew  he  was  not  made  to  ferve.  He  faid,  perhaps, 
I  was  in  the  right ;  and  yet,  he  believed,  he  fhould  do 
fome  defperate  thing  or  other,  rather  than  come  to  it; 
but  that  would  do  us  no  good ;  and  either  with  him, 

or 


•Bigitized  by  VjOO^IC 


to  the  Kingy  the  Prince  of  Orange ^  &c.     3 1 1 

or  without  him,  the  thing  muft  come  to  that  iflue,  if 
Flanders  were  once  loft.  I  fold  him,  I  believed  the 
king  was  as  unwilling  to  fee  that  as  his  highnefs ; 
but  afked,  how  his  majefty  could  propofe  fuch  a  peace 
to  France  as  he  defired,  after  fuch  a  war  as  the  allies 
had  made  for  thefe  two  laft  campaigns,  and  with  fuch 
appearances  as  were  of  the  next,  even  in  his  own  opi- 
nion, and  by  the  penfioner's  difcourfes  to  me  upon 
that  fubjeft  ?  The  prince  faid  very  plainly,  That  I 
had  reafon;  and  that  they  could  not  hope  for  fuch 
iix)m  France,  as  things  now  ftood,  unlets  either  his 
majefty's  kindnefs  tp  him,  or  the  intereft  of  hk  own 
kingdom,  would  put  him  upon  letting  France  know, 
that  he  defired  it ;  and  he  was  fure,  if  that  were  done 
they  would  come  to  eafier  terms  than  he  (the  prince) 
had  already  propofed.  If  the  king  would  not  make 
the  peace,  he  knew  no  remedy,  but  muft  try  how  the 
emperor  would  make  the  war ;  and  if  he  would  do  it 
as  the  State  had  propofed  to  him,  and  as  they  had  it 
in  their  hands  at  Vienna  to  do  if  they  pleafed,  he 
might  yet  hope  for  a  peace  that  way,  nnce  he  could 
not  do  it  this :  that  for  his  own  part,  he  muft  go  on, 
lince  he  was  in  ;  £sf  quand  on  eft  'i  la  grande  meffe  on  y 
eft\  meaning,  I  fuppofe,  one  muft  ftay  till  it  was 
done,  for  there  was  no  getting  out.    ■ 

I  afked  him.  What  I  ftiould  fay  about  his  majefty's 
offer  of  alliance  ?  He  faid,  he  could  make  no  anfwer  till 
he  had  fpoken  with  the  penfioncr  and  the  commiffioh- 
crs  of  fecret  affairs ;  but  ne  would  fay  fomething  pf  it  in 
his  letter  to  the  king ;  but  that  was  not  the  bufinefs 
now :  it  would  be  very  well  if  the  war  were  ended ;  and 
ihould  leave  this  ftate  in  a  condition  to  be  defended : 
but  they  had  now  a  difeafe  upon  them  that  they  were 
dying  of,  and  we  told  them  wliat  they  Ihould  do  when 
they  were  recovered.  Thus  he  ended  tnedifcourfe ;  and, 
to  fay  truth,  the  moft  unfatisfied  that  ever  I  faw  him  in 
my  life*  And  I  have  given  your  iordfhip  all  the  parti* 
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culars  of  this  converfation,  which  I  had  omitted  in 
the  account  I  gave  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon  •,  con- 
tenting myfelf  to  give  him  the  grofs  of  it ;  being  by 
his  example  induced  to  write  a  good  deal  in  cypher, 
when  I  had  none  with  me  that  I  thought  fit  to  ufe  in 
a  bufincfs  of  this  moment :  and  my  own  eyes  will  not 
go  through  with  it ;  and  therefore  I  am  apt  to  truft  to 
a  conveyance,  which,  in  near  fix  years  embaffy  in 
this  country,  never  yet  failed  me  once. 

Your  lordfhip  does  me  too  great  honour  in  defiring 
my  opinion  concerning  the  terms  of  peace,  as  they 
jww  have  paffcd  between  his  majcfty  and  the  prince, 
wherein  I  cannot  prefume  to  mix  a«y  fenfe  of  my  own. 
The  prince  told  me  abfolutely,  he  had  gone  as  low  as 
he  could,  in  his  firft  fcheme  I  fent  from  the  Hague : 
and  by  what  Iiis  majefty  was  pleafed  to  difcourfe  to  me, 
with  great  freedom,  when  I  was  lail  in  England,  I  am 
jiot  apt  to  believe  he  will  go  much  farther  than  what 
he  has  already  fignified  by  Mr.  Secretary  WiUiamfon's 
letter :  fo  that  I  do  not  fee  any  appearance  of  their 
falling  into  a  concert  upon  this  matter ;  which  I  am 
forry  for,  upon  particular  reafons  between  his  majefly 
and  the  pnnce,  and  upon  general  ones  of  the  war, 
and  Qonlequences  of  it.  For  I  am  apt  to  believe 
Flanders  in  danger  of  bemg  loft  this  fummer,  or  in 
&ch  a  way  to  it,  as  not  afterwards  to  be  faved  :  and  I 
doubt  the  prince  and  penfioner  tell  us  the  truth  of  this 
State  falling  into  an  abfolute  dependence  upon  France 
,  whenever  that  happens  •,  becaufe  I  remember  mon- 
sieur de  Witt  told  m?  the  fame  thipg  very  often,  after 
our  alliances  with  this  State  for  the  defence  of  it  in 
1668.  And  I  know  about  three  months  before  thoifc 
were  made,  when  the  Dutch  defpaired  of  our  entering 
.  into  the  defence' of  Flanders  after  the  peace  of  Breda9 
,  they  had  fo  perfectly  agreed  the  terms  between  them 
of  dividing  Flanders,  that  it  was  hindered  only  by  the 
fingle  diflcftt  of  the  province  <A.  Utreck.  And  the 
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penfioner  in  his  difcourfes  at  the  Ha^ue  put  mc  in 
mind  of  it,  by  faying,  amongft  other  things  they  could 
have  by  a  feparate  peace,  that  I  could  not  tell  whether 
they  might  not  have  Antwerp  and  Oftend,  which,  I 
remember,  were  part  of  the  conditions  in  monfieur  de 
Witt's  fcheme.  Upon  the  whole,  confiderinjg  how 
both  his  majelly  and  the  prince  ftand  tied  in  different 
points  of  honour  upon  this  matter,  I  know  nothing 
like  to  falve  all,  unlefs  upon  this  rdfolution  in  Spain, 
that  court  fhould  be  content  to  break  their  marriage 
with  tlic  Emperor's  datighter,  and  endeavour  it  with 
mademoiTelle  the  duke  of  Orleans's  daughter ;  and 
France,  in  confideration  of  that  marriage,  fhould  be 
content  to  part  with  fome  towns  in  Flanders,  more 
than  they  would  do  upon  a  peace  Mrithout  a  match  ^ 
fince  this  way  it  would  be  done,  at  leaft,  with  honour. 
I  know  not  whether,  in  fuch  an  affair,  his  majefly 
might  not  ufe  both  his  lafl  offices  in  France,  and  a 
perfonal  intereit  tliat  he  has  (as  I  take  it)  in  don 
John. 

This,  for  aught  I  fee,  can  be  the  only  expedient 
between  the  two  great  difficulties  in  the  peace;  which 
are,  that  the  affairs  in  Spain  are  fo  ill  in  Flanders,  that 
the  allies  cannot  think  fit  to  make  a  peace  upon  the 
prefent  foot,  or  any  thing  near  it  -,  and  on  the  other 
fide,  thofe  of  France  are  in  fo  good,  that  it  cannot  be 
cxpefted  they  fhould  eafily  be  prevailed  with  to  reflorc 
much  by  a  peace,  when  they  are  in  fo  fair  appearances 
of  gaining  Hill  more  by  a  war,  at  leaft,  in  Flanders 
^nd  Sicily. 

If  ever  a  peace  fhould  be  made,  and  leave  Flanders 
in  a  conditbn  of  being  defended,  and  the  prince  alive, 
I  do  nQt  think  therip  can  be  any  difficulty  in  taking 
thofe  mcafures  with  this  State  which  his  majefty  has 
offered,  and  in  the  manner  he  ihall  defire.  As  for 
that  circumftance  your  lordfhip  mentions  for  me  to 
endeavour   $he   obtaining,    efpecially   having   bee|i 
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oflfered  before  on  this  fide ;  I  take  it  to  be  a  thing  that 
muft  be  eftablifhed  upon  private  and  particular  confi- 
dence bet>veen  the  king  and  the  prince^  and  not  by 
any  public  or  private  treaties,  confidering  the  confti- 
tutions  of  this  government.  And  this  I  remember  to 
have  faid  to  his  majefly  upon  it,  and  He  was  pleafed 
to  be  of  the  fame  mind. 

Your  lordfiiip  will  find  in  both  our  common  letters 
of  laft  poft  and  this,  an  embarrafs  fallen  out  between 
us  and  the  count  Kinfki,  about  the  communication  of 
his  powers  to  the  French,  before  that  of  the  French  to 
him.  We  have  made  the  beft  excufes  we  could ;  but 
to  the  thing  itfelf,  the  truth  is,  it  will  not  bear  it; 
though  he  mav,  on  the  other  fide,  be  too  rigid  in  the 
offence  he  takes,  and  fatisfaftion  he  expects  :  but 
there  was  a  fault  made,  and  it  neither  was  the  firft, 
nor  will  it  be  the  laft ;  and  it  was  forty  to  one  a  greater 
had  not  been  made  next  day;  and  fuch  as,'  I  believe, 
would  have  broken  all  commerce  between  us  and  fome 
of  the  ambafladors  here.  I  am,  my  lord,  your, 
fee. 

To  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Amheim,  Jan.  28,  N.  S.  1677. 

Ti/f  Y  laft  was  of  the  22d  from  the  Hague.  The  next 
^^  day  being  Saturday,  I  vifited  the  pcnfioner,  upon 
my  refolution  of  going  out  of  town  io  foon  as-  my 
letters  then  due  mould  arrive,  the  prince  being  gone 
to  Soefdyke  that  morning.  I  told  the  penfioner  the  or- 
ders Tiis  majefty  had  given  us  at  Nimeguen,  to  take  off, 
upon  occafion,  the  impreflion  made  there  among  the 
allies  of  his  majefty 's  favouring  a  feparate  peace ;  and 
alked  him,  whether  he  thought  it  of  fervice  to  the 
prince  for  me  to  fay  fomething  of  the  fame  kind  at 
the  Hague  before  I  left  it ;  the  jealoufy  having  been 
as  great  among  the  minifters  there,  as  at  Nimeguenf  ? 
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He  told  me  it  was  not  worth  my  while,  and  that  he 
was  content  they  ftioiild  believe  it,  fince  it  was  in  their 
allies  to  help  it,  or  not,  as  they  pleafed :  that  he  had 
the  day  before  told  the  emperor's  minifter  in  plain 
terms,  that  if  the  conduit  at  Vienna  continues  what  it 
had  hitherto  been,  nay,  if  it  did  not  fall  abfolutely 
into  the  meafures  the  ftate  infilled  on,  by  the  i3tli 
of  next  month  •,  this  ftate  would  be  forced  to  make 
a  feparate  peace,  ahd  he  was  content  the  emperor 
fliould  know  it.     I  told  him,  it  might  be  a  fit  lan- 

faage  to  hold  to  the  emperor's  minifter;  but  that 
knew  the  prince  too  well  to  believe  it :  that  he  had 
told  me,  it  ftiould  be  never  while  he  lived  and  that 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  hinder  it.  The  penfioner 
replied,  that  he  ftiould  come  to  it  with  as  much  re* 
gret  as  the  prince  himfelf  j  but  that  his  highncfe 
might  be  forced  to  it  by  the  ill  conduft  of  his  allies; 
and  if  not  by  that,  by  mutinies  of  the  people  here 
upon  ill  fuccefles  of  this  next  campaign:  that  this  late 
revolution  in  Spain  had  ftiewed  what  could  be  brought 
about  by  the  violent  humour  of  a  people ;  and  that  his 
highnefs  knew  this  country  too  well  to  go  too  far 
againft  it :  that,  in  fliort,  it  would  depend  upon  the 
emperor  and  Spain  ;  for  if  they  took  right  and  vigo- 
rous meafures,  they  might  yet  hope  for  a  good  cam- 
paign ;  if  they  followed  fuch  as  they  had  hitherto  ufed, 
this  ftate  would  be  forced  to  a  feparate  peace,  unlefe  a 
general  one  could  be  made  before  the  aftion  of  this 
year  began.  This  is  all  I  remember  material  inliis  dif- 
courfes ;  bcfides  valuing  what  he  had  carried  for  his 
majefty's  fatisfaftion,  both  in  the  States  of  Holland 
and  States  General,  fo  much  againft  the  humour  of 
both,  in  the  bufinefs  of  die  Scots  minifters,  for  whole 
departures  within  the  limited  time,  he  faid,  orders 
had  been  already  given. 

On  Sunday  morning  I  received  yours  of  January  9th, 
with  the  inclofed  pacquet  from  his  majefty;  upoo 
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ivhich  I  immediately  began  my  journey  towards  Soef- 
dyke,  where  I  arrived  on  Monday  afternoon  •,  but  met 
there  only  a  letter  from  the  prince,  inviting  me  to 
comedown  to  Dieren;  his  highnefs  having  gone  out 
that  morning  a  huntings  with  intention  to  lie  there 
that  night.  On  Tuefday  night  I  came  to  Amheim,  and 
yefterday  morning  went  to  Dieren,  where  I  found  the 
prince,  and  delivered  both  his  majefty's  letters.  Upon 
reading  the  firft,  he  feemed  extremely  pleafcd,  and 
faid,  it  was  all  the  aflurance  that  could  be  given,  and 
that  he  would  fend  it  that  afternoon  to  the  penfioner, 
to  be  communicated  trf  the  committee  of  fecret  affairs, 
to  whom,  he  was  confident,  it  would  be  the  welcomeft 
thing  that  could  be ;  ?.nd  yet  he  would  give  them 
notice  of  the  fecrecy  required  in  it.  I  told  his  high- 
nefs, I  hope  he  obferved  the  condition  Ipecified  of 
making  no  alliances  in  prgudice  of  this :  he  anfwered, 
that^his  majefty  could  not  mean  thofe  they  had  already; 
and  for  any  new  ones,  he  would  undertake  it,  while 
his  majefty  continued  in  this  mind.  After  this  he 
read  the  lecond  letter,  and  faid,  it  was  onlv  of  cre- 
dence to  me  in  what  L  (hould  fay  of  his  majefty's  mind 
about  the  conditions  of  the  peace.  I  dilcouried  the 
whole  oyer  in  the  fame  manner  and  order,  and,  as 
near  as  I  eould,  in  the  fame  terms  wherein  1  was  in- 
ftrufted ;  valuing  the  whole  as  fuch  a  fcheme  his  ma- 
jefty thought  poffible  to  be  obtained  of  France,  rather 
than  fuch  as  he  thought  to  be  wilhed,  if  the  matter 
where  whole,  and  the  affairs  of  the  allies  in  a  better 
pofture.  I  obferved  the  prince  of  Orange  change 
countenance  when  I  named  Cambray,  yet  he  heard  mc 
go  through  the  whole  fcheme ;  and  when  he  had  done, 
he  faid,  that  dinner  ftaid,  and  that  he  would  talk  of  it 
after  he  had  dined :  fo  we  went  up,  but  as  he  was 
near  the  door,  he  turned  and  faid,  though  we  fhould  talk 
more  of  it  after  dinner,  yet  he  coukl  fay,  in  few  words, 
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all  that  was  to  be  faid  to  it ;  which  was,  that  he  muft 
rather  die  than  make  fuch  a  peace. 

After  dinner  we  fell  again  into  the  difcourfe.  He 
afked  mt  diftindUy  the  particulars,  and  caft  them  up 
fcveral  ways  what  they  would  amount  to,  both  as  to  the 
prefcnt  ftate  of  thinjgs,  and  that  upon  which  the  war 
begun :  as,  that  Spain  muft  by  it  part  with  Burgundy, 
Cambray,  Aire,  and  St.  Omcrs,  inftead  of  the  five  towns 
mentioned  by  his  majefty.  He  faid,  I  had  ipoiled  his 
dinner ;  that  he  had  been  thinking  it  over  while  he 
jhould  have  eat  ^  but  upon  the  whole,  was  of  the 
fame  opinion  he  told  me  at  firfl:  upon  it ;  and  that  all 
muft  be  ventured  fince  he  was  in,  and  there  was  no 
other  way  out.  I  told  him,  I  fuppofed  he  would  rive 
his  majefty  his  own  thouj^ts  upon  it  5  but  hoped  he 
would  think  it  over  a  little  more,  and  in  all  its  cir- 
cumftances,  before  he  did  it :  he  replied,  that  he 
would  write  that  very  night  to  the  king,  and  fend  me 
his  letter  next  morning,  k>  as  it  might  go  by  this  poft; 
but  that  to  fave  his  majefty  trouble,  he  would  refer 
him  to  me  for  particulars,  and  only  touch  fome  points 
in  general.  He  then  defired  me  to  let  his  majefty  know, 
that  he  had  been  very  plain  in  what  he  had  told  me 
upon  this  matter  of  his  own  thoughts,  when  he  writ 
laJd  to  the  king :  that  he  had  gone  as  low  as  he  thought 
he  could  with  any  regard  to  his  allies,  or  the  fafety  of 
this  country :  that  he  doubted  whether  Spain  would 
ever  have  been  brought  to  it  i  but  if  his  majefty  would 
have  fallen  in,  he  would  have  ufed  his  utmoft  endea- 
vours :  but  for  this,  he  was  certain  they  would  not, 
though  they  were  fure  to  lofe  all  Flanders  by  the  war  ; 
and  that  he  would  never  propofe  it  to  them :  that  if 
Holland  fhould  make  the  peace  upon  thefe  conditions, 
it  would  be  the  fame  thing  a»  to  make  it  feparate, 
and  would  have  the  fame  cffefts,  by  lofing  wholly 
their  allies,  and  thereby  cafting  their  dependence  al>- 
f(dutely  upon  France :  for  if  Spain  were  left  in  this 
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ftate,  Flanders  could  be  defended  neither  by  Hoi- 
land)  nor  by  England  itfelf,  whenever  France  Ihould 
think  fit  to  rnyade  it :  that  if  Flanders  were  once  loft, 
Holland  could  not  poffibly  be  defended  by  England 
againft  France  -,  and  they  would  be  forced  to  take 
their  meafures  with  them,  rather  than  be  made  the 
ibage  of  the  war :  that  hereby,  what  his  majcfty  was 
pleaftd  to  offer  in  his  firft  letter,  would  come  to  have 
no  effeft ;  and  that  depended  upon  the  iffue  of  the 
war,  whether  Holland  would  be  left  capable  of  being 
defended,  or  deferving  the  honour  of  fuch  an  alliance 
with  his  majefty.  He  concluded,  that  what  he  faid 
at  firft,  was  all  that  could  be  faid  from  hence ;  that 
if  his  majefty  proceeded  farther  in  this  matter,  it 
ftKift  be  with  France ;  and  thereupon  repeated  what 
he  had  faid  feveral  times  before,  that  if  his  majefty, 
cither  upon  kindnefs  to  him  (the  prince)  or  confidera- 
lion  of  what  his  own  crowns  might  be  concerned  in 
this  affair,  would  help  him  out  of  this  war  by  a  gene- 
ral peace,  upon  any  reafonable  terms,  there  were  no 
meafures  his  majefty  fhould  defire,  which  he  would 
not  fall  into  with  all.  the  readinefs  and  fatisfaftion  that 
could  be:  if  his  {najefty  would  not  concern  himfelf 
fo  far  in  it,  he  muft  leave  it  to  God  Almighty  to  de- 
cide it  as  he  pleafed.  I  defired  the  prince  to  thinlc 
again  before  he  writ  to  his  majefty  -,  but  he  faid,  he 
would  certainly  write  to  night ;  and.  that  all  he  could 
think  of  any  bufinefs,  was  thought  in  an  hour's  time  ; 
and  therefore  he  defired  me  to  write  this  as  his  anfwer^ 
which,  that  I  might  not  miftake,  I  repeated  over  as  I 
apprehended  it,  and  his  hi^hnefs  faid,  it  was  right: 
and  I  have  kept  clofe  to  it  in  what  I  have  vmtten ; 
which  is  all  I  Ihall,  or  indeed,  can  trouble  you  with' 
upon  this  fubjeft.  And,  I  think,  his  majefty  has  be- 
fore him,  from  my  feveral  difpatches  fincel  lefrNime- 
guen,  the  perfect  and  clear  ftate  of  all  matters  and  dif- 
pofitions  as  they  play  here,  which  yet  may  alter  by  the 
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Occidents  that  the  fpiing  or  fummer  (hall  bring  forth  ; 
but,  I  believe,  not  till  then.  Upon  the  clofure  of  this,  ^ 
I  intend  for  Nimeguen,  and  there  fall  into  the  foot-- 
fteps  I  left  *,  and  hope  to  recover  my  health,  which 
has  fufFered  a  good  deal  by  this  journey,  and  which 
I  fhall  always  referve.  for  the  occafions  of  his  mar 
jeft/s  fervice.    I  am  ever.  Sir,  your,  &c^ 

To  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

Nimeguen,  Feb.  6,  N.  S.  1677* 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 
T  Recciveid  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon  by 
-*  his  majdly's  command,  in  aniwer  to  the  account  I 
gave  him  of  your  highnefs*s  difcourfes  to  me  at  Die^ 
ren  upon  the  fubjefi  of  his  majefty's  laft  letter  to 
your  highnefs. 

I  find  the  king  apprehends,  by  the  way  and  manner 
of  your  highnefs*s  anfwer  (in  return  to  what  I  diS^ 
courfed  to  you  there,  as  his  nujefly's  thoughts  in  con- 
fidence between  you,  about  the  conditions  of  a  peace) 
that  what  his  mauefty  had  ofiered  upon  that  fubjeft, 
had  not  been  rightly  underftood  by  your  highn^s,  or 
by  me ;  becauie,  firf):,  the  thing  is  npt  meant  to  bo 
any  propofition  that  the  king  would  make  (which  his 
majdly  thinks  is  hot  m  his  part,  nor  has  he  any  au-. 
thority  to  do  it)  but  merely  a  confidence  between  him 
and  your  highnefs,  in  return  of  what  you  were  pleafed 
to  afk  of  his  majcfty  by  your  letter  of  the  15th 
paft  •,  upon  which  the  king  gave  his  thoughts,  framed 
and  applied  particularly  to  what  your  highnefs  had  re- 
prefented  of  yours  as  to  the  main  conditions  of  a  peace* 

Next,  his  majefly  obferves,  that  the  change  ofCam- 
bray  was  not  a  direft  part  of  the  principal  fthemc  there 
oflferedi  but  is  added,  in  the  fecond  place,  as  what 
his  majefty  propofes  were  to  be  wiihed,  in  his  opi-i 
pion,  tor  die  making,  as  it  were,  a  double  frontier  to 
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^  Bniflels,  if  it  could  be  obtained  fr6m  France.  And 
farther,  his  majefly  obferves,  there  were  fix  towns? 
propofed  to  be  reftored  to  Spain  upon  that  exchange; 
fo  as  his  majefty  is  of  opinion,  that  what  he  has  pro- 
pofed, if  it  could  be  got,  would  be  better  for  Flanders, 
(which  is  the  great  thing  the  kmg  thinks  he  ought  to 
have  in  his  care)  than  what  even  your  highncS  pro- 
pofes.  And  therefore  his  majefly  defires  you  would 
chink  a  little  farther  of  the  thing,  and  not  let  it  fall  fo 
very  flat  as  you  feemed  to  do  by  your  lafl:  anfwer, 
without  trying  what  it  can  be  beaten  out  to :  for 
things  of  this  kind  cannot  be  expefted  to  have  their 
perfeftion  upon  the  firfl:  eflay ;  but  muft  be  wrought 
upon  with  patience  and  temper.  And  fo  his  majefly 
defires  your  highnefs  will  do  in  this,  and  let  him 
know  your  farther  mind  upon  it ;  which  his  m^efty 
defires  in  the  point,  for  the  great  care  he  is  in  to 
have  this  matter  of  Flanders  fecured  before  it  be  too 
late. 

But  if,  after  all,  your  highnefs  fl:ill  continues  of 
your  own  mind»  and  that  you  fo  defire  it,  his  majefly 
will  very  readily  hand  forward,  in  the  beft  manner  he 
can,  this  or  any  other  fcheme  your  highnels  fliall 
think  fit  to  have  him  hand  towards  France,  and  give 
your  highnefs  the  beft  account  he  can  of  the  fuccefe 
It  hath.  But  his  majefty  cannot  but  think  flrrangp, 
the  thing  having  been  taken  up  in  confidence  between 
him  and  your  highnefs,  and  fo  refolved  to  be  handled 
between  you,  fliould  thus  be  wholly  let  fall  by  your 
highnefs. 

'•'T'his  being  what  I  have  order  to  write  to  your 
highnefs  upon  this  fubjeft  from  his  majefly,  I  fliall 
not  prefume  toencreafe  your  trouble  any  fardier,  than 
by  the  profeflions  of  that  pafllon  and  truth  wherewith 
I  am  ever,  your  highncls*s  mofl;  faithful  and  moft 
obedient  fervant; 
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ro  Sir  Jofefh  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Soefdykc,  Feb.  26,  N.  S.  1677, 

/^N  Friday  laft  I  received  a  letter  by  an  exprefs 
^^  from  the  prince,  by  which  he  defired  me  to  meet 
Wm  at  this  place  on  Sunday,  as  I  accordingly  did  $ 
and  had  laft  night  a  long  converfation  with  his  high-  • 
ncfe  upon  the  fubjcft  of  my  letter  to  him  j  which,  as 
you  will  have  obferved  by  the  copy  I  fent  you,  was  a 
perfeft  extraft  of  what  you  were  pleafed  to  write  to  me 
by  his  majefty's  command  of  the  30th  paft.  I  repeat- 
ed to  him  again  his  majefty's  apprehenfion  of  his 
highneis  having  miftaken  the  thing  as  it  was  offered 
by  his  majefty  •,  in  regard  that  Cambray  was  not  made 
a  dircft  part  of  the  pnncipal  fcheme ;  but  added  only 
as  the  king's  opinion,  for  making  a  fort  of  a  double: 
frontier  to  Bruffels,  if  it  could  be  obtained  from  France: 
and  alfo,  that  by  his  fcheme  there  would  be  fix  towns 
reftored  to  Spain  ;  whereas  his  highnefs  had  reckoned 
there  would  be  but  five. 

TThe  jMince  replied,  he  underftood  there  would  be 
but  five  of  thofe  that  were  given  to  France  by  the 
peace  of  Aix ;  and  that  yot  had  given  un  autre  tour  i 
cette  affaire^  mats  que  cela  ne  change  pas  la  chofe.  But: 
that  the  difference  was  plain  between  his  m^cfty's 
thoughts  and  his ;  for  his  majefty  intended  they  fhould 
trezt  fur  le  pied  de  ceque  la  France  pojfedoit  a  prefent^  (^ 
que  les  icbanges  fe  feroient  ia-dejus',  whereas  his  (the 
prince's)  meanine  was,  that  they  (hould  treat  upon  the' 
toot  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  that  the  exchanges  fliould 
be  made  upon  that. 

I  told  him,  his  majefty  defired,  however,  that  he 
would  think  a  little  farther  of  it,  and  not  let  it  fall 
fo  fuddenly,  fmce  his  majefty's  dcfign  was  the  fecuring 
of  Flanders  before  it  were  too  late :  and  that,  however^ 
if  his  highneis  ihould  continue  of  the  fame  mind,  the 
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king  would  be  willing  to  hand  over  to  France  any 
fcheme  the  prinCe  Ihould  think  fit,  and  give  him  the 
beft  account  he  could  of  it. 

The  prince  replied,  that  he  had  confidered  enough 
of  it ;  but  did  not  well  know  what  he  could  fay  more 
upon  it  at  this  time :  that  when  he  had  firil  fpoke 
tQ  me  of  it  at  the  Hague,  he  was  not  only  very  defirous 
of  a  peace,  but  of  opinion  that  it  might  have  been 
compaflcd  this  winter,  and  thought  it  was  fitter  for  him 
to  addrefs  himfelf  to  his  majefty  upon  it,  than  go  any 
other  way ;  both  becaufe  he  believed  his  majefty  dc- 
fu-ed  the  peace,  and  was  alfo  concerned  that  Flanders 
ihould  not  be  lofl: :  that  he  had  made  ce  pas  S^avancCy 
in  telling  the  king  his  thoi^hts  upon  the  terms ;  and 
had  fome  reafon  to  hope,  that  France  might  have^been 
contented  with  them,  if  his  majefty  had  fallen  into  the 
fame  mind :  that  he  was  very  forry  the  king's  thoughts 
had  been  fo  difierent  from  his,  and  fuch  as  he  is  furc. 
he  cannot  agree  to,  if  he  be  a  man  of  honour,  con- 
fidering  how  he  ftands.  engaged  to  his  allies :  that  he 
is  not  at  all  confident,  he  could  have  brought  them  to 
what  he  had  propofedj  but  ftiould,  however,  have 
endeavoured  it,  and  whenever  his  majcfty*s  thoughts 
came  nearer  his,  that  he  ihall  be  ftill  glad  to  know 
them  :  but  he  now  looked  upon  the  campa^n  as  begun, 
and  believed,  at  the  very  time  we  talked,  the  guns 
were  playing  before  Valenciennes,  and  that  the  fucceis 
of  the  campaign  would  every  day  change  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  parties  in  point  of  the  peace:  tlwt,  for- 
his  own  part,  he  now  faw  no  hopes  of  it ;  but  ex- 
pefted  a  very  long  war,  unlefs  Flanders  ftiould  be 
wholly  loft  i  and,  in  that  cafe,  the  States  muft  make  the. 
beft  terms  they  could :  but  he  confefled  he  was  of  the 
Spaniards  mind,  that  it  was  better  to  lole  Flanders  by 
4  war  than  by  a  peace  :  that  he  believed  Valenciennes 
would  be  taken,  and  perh^s  St*  Omers  too  \  and  the 
more  towns  were  taken,  the  more  difficult  the  peace 
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would  be,  fince  there  could  be  found  rio  equivalent 
for  them  upofi  a  treaty :  that*  he  expefted  a  very  ill 
beginning  of  the  campaign,,  and  to  make  an  ill  figure 
in  It  liimfelf ;  at  leaft,  till  the  Germans  took  the  field  i 
but  he  was  in,  and  muft  go  through  with  it  •  and  did 
beft  was,  that  few  campaigns  end  as  they  begin  :  that 
Tie  gave  his  majefty  thanks  for  his  offer  of  handing  any 
propofition  from  him  to  France  %  but  that  was  never 
his  meaning ;  for,  if  it  had,  he  could  eafily  have  found 
a  direfter  way  :  but  his  intention  was  to  eilter  into  a 
'confidence  with  his  majefty  alone  upon  that  fubjeft ; 
and  to  owe  a  peace  to  him,  if  they  nad  agreed  uporl 
the  terms.  ^  But  if  any  thing  be  propolcd  to  France 
otherwife  than  as  his  majefty's  own  thoughts,  it  muft 
be  from  the  alliance,  and  not  particularly  from  him. 

I  afked  his  highnefs,  whether  he  would  not  writtf 
to  the  king  upon  this  fubjeft ;  but  he  excufed  it  uport 
"his  having  fo  many  other  diipatches  laft  night  upoii 
his  hands,  and  his  goihg  fo  early  this  morning  to  thd 
Hague ;  upon  which  he  defired  me  to  let  his  majefty 
know  all  we  had  been  able  to  fay  upon  it :  I  I'epeated 
It  to  him  a^  rt?ar  as  I  could  to  what  he  had  faid ;  and 
upon  his  apf^roving  of  it,  immediately  fet  it  dol^n  iri 
writing  according  to  what  Ihave  tfanfmitted  riowtoyou^ 

His  highnefs  went  this  morning  by  five  o'clock  to- 
wards the  Hague,  and  talk^  of  going  from  thence  iri 
eight  or  ten  days.  I  have  ftaid  here  till  this  afternoon 
vipon  the  difpatchof  my  letters,  that  I  might  not  lofe 
this  poft ;  but  am  now  returning  towards  Nimeguen ; 
and  ftiall  not  lengthen  this  trouble  beyond  the  aflGLi* 
ranees  of  my  being  ever,  Sir,  your,  &c* 
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To  my  Lor  J  Treqfurer. 

My  Lord,  Nimeguen,  March  26,  N.  S.  1677. 
T  Were  not  excufable  to  offer  your  lordfhip  many 
^  troubles  of  this  kind,  at  a  time  I  know  you  have 
fo  many  of  another ;  yet  having  lately  received  an  in- 
timation from  my  fon,  of  your  lord{hip*s  defire  to 
know  if  I  had  lately  heard  of  any  projeft  offered  by  the 
French  to  the  prince  of  Orange  towards  a  peace  •,  I 
thought  it  became  me  to  tell  your  lordlhip  mylelf, 
that  fince  the  account  I  gave  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon 
of  what  pafled  at  my  laft  interview  with  his  highnefs 
at  Soefdyke,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  thing  of  that  kind> 
farther  dian  the  jealoufies  of  don  Pedro  de  Ronquillo, 
about  fome  private  negotiations  between  them  upon 
the  articles  of  the  marine  treaty,  which  he  the  more 
apprehends  by  the  delays  of  the  Dutch  ambafladors 
tQ  enter  into  that  matter  here,  as  they  pretended  to 
'do  within  few  days  after  the  exchange  of  the  pretcn- 
fions  between  the  parties.  If  there  be  any  thing  of 
that  kind  orr  foot,  I  believe  it  is  between  the  inare- 
fchal  d'Eftrades  and  the  penfioner,  by  the  intervention 
of  one  PcHer  (as  I  remember  his  name  is)  who  was 
penfioner  of  the  town  of  Maeftricht  when  the  French 
took  it  J  and  who  hasi  kept  up  a  torrefpondence  of 
letters  with  the  marefchal  eVer  fince  his  return  into 
Holland, 

•  The  penfioner  had  formerly  fhewed  me  fcveral  of 
thole  letters  in  general  terms,  about  the  advantages 
the  State  might  find  in  a  peace  with  France.  And 
when  I  was  h&  at  the  Hague,  he  told  me,  he  newly 
received  two  with  very  particular  overtures  :  I  would 
fain  have  feen  them,  but  he  excufed  it,  upon  know- 
ing that  I  was  bound  to  give  an  account  of  them  to 
court;  and  fufpefting  that  no  other  ufe  would  be 
made  of  them  there,  but  communicating  all  to  France, 
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which  would  lofe  the  penfioner*s  credit  upon  fuch 
occafions. 

On  the  other  fide,  monfieur  Colbert  and  d*Avaux 
have  told  me,  that  the  reafon  of  their  mailer's  fending 
monfieur  d'Eftrades  hither  inftead  of  the  duke  de  Vitry 
^who  was  in  the  firft  commiflion)  was,  the  pofleflion 
he  had  ^ven  the  minifters  in  France  of  the  great  cor- 
reipondences  he  had  in  Holland.  Upon  which  point, 
though  I  know  he  is  very  pretending,  yet  I  do  not 
think  it  goes  farther  than  what  I  have  mentioned,  and 
had  not  reached  any  thing  particular  with  the  prince 
when  I  faw  him  laft. 

Befides,  I  left  his  highnefs  fully  refolved  upon  the 
profecution  of  the  war  this  campaign,  without  more 
thoughts  of  the  peace,  after  that  tranfaftion  with  his 
majefty  had  failed :  and  I  hear  don  John  has  not 
only  performed  with  him  in  what  payments  were  due 
to  the  admiralty  at  Amfterdam,  but  in  an  advance  of 
50,000  crowns,  and  a  fund  for  the  reft  of  his  high- 
nefs's  perfonal  debts  from  Spain,  and  likewife  had  efta- 
bliflied  a  courfe  that  will  not  fail,  for  the  tranfmitting 
two  hundred  thoufand  crowns  a  month  for  the  affairs 
of  Flanders  and  payment  of  the  allies.  So  that  I  do 
not  well  fee  what  can  prevent  the  courfe  of  this  cam- 
paign, unlefs  the  emperor  ftiould  fail  in  what  he 
affured  the  prince  of  Orange,  concerning  the  motions 
and  conduft  of  the  German  armies,  either  by  the  un- 
certainty of  the  counfels  of  Vienna,  between  the  differ- 
ing faftions  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain  and  Montecuculi 
in  that  court ;  or  by  the  faultering  of  fome  of  the 
princes  of  Germany  in  the  alliance,  which  has  been  of 
late  fufpecled  of  the  dukes  of  Lunenburg.  In  thele 
cafes,  or  any  other  thabfhall  hinder  the  German  ar- 
mies from  drawing  off  the  French  forces  from  Flanders 
into  Germany,  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  prince 
of  Orange  and  the  Spainards  to  fave  the  reft  of  Flanders 
this  fummer :  and  wh&t  medfures  that  will  draw  on, 
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pi  force,  between  his  highnefs  and  France,  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  otherwife,  if  the  Germans  perform  what  they 
Jiavc  promifed  their  allies,  it  may  be  a  warm  fummer 
pn  that  fide ;  and  the  poor  remainder  of  Flanders^ 
^ter  the  lofs  of  St.  Omcrs  and  Cambray  (which  the 
French  ambafladors  here  aflure  thcmfelves  of)  may 
be  faved  by  diverfion ;  for  otherwife  it  never  can. 

Thus  I  Delieye  that  affair  plays  at  prefent.  In  the 
mean  time  1  muft  confcfs  to  your  lordlhip,  I  wa§ 
troubled  to  find  the  prince  go  into  the  field  fo  ill 
fatisfied  with  that  fcheme  of  peace  which  his  majefly, 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon*s  letter,  ordered  m«  to 
communicate  to  him-,  and  the  more,  becaufe  fome 
words  he  let  fall  in  the  heat  of  difcourfe,  made  me 
jdoubt,  if  he  fhould  have  a  mind  hereafter  to  make 
fjiy  overtures  to  France,  he  might  do  it  by  fome  other 
way  than  by  his  majefty.  For  as  to  the  thing  itfelf, 
fee  thought  what  the  king  propofed  was  thp  utmoft 
that  France  would  have  afkcd:  nay,  he  faid,  he 
bad  reafon  to  believe,  when  he  fpoke  to  me  firft,  that 
iFrance  would  have  accepted  even  what  his  highnels 
mentioned,  if  his  majefty  would  but  have  propofed  it 
^  his  own  opinion  •,  and  he  wondered  his  majefty 
would  not  make  that  pace,  and,  at  le^ft,  fend  his 
Jiighnefs  the  anfwer  of  France  upon  it.  Then,  for 
the  manner,  hp  was  as  much  un^itjsfied,  as  with  the 
matter  of  it.  He  faid,  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon 
thought  he  could  make  him  miftake  the  thing,  by 
(giving  it  un  afitre  tcur  j  and  that  he  coyld  fatisfy  hinj 
with  la  crime  foU^e :  a|id  afked,  why  fuch  dealing  v/ith 
fo  plain  ^  man  as  hp  (tlip  prince)  ^as  ?  and  faidj  that 
|f  he  had  thought  qu^on  auroit  pris  V affaire  de  cet  air  la 
he  woi)kl  never  have  t;x)ubled  them  with  it  in  England^ 
and  could  haye  found  a  nearer  way  to  France. 

1  faid  what  I  could  to  fatisfy  him  •,  but  he  l)as  a  wav 
pf  falling  downright  iqtq  the  DOttom  of  a  bufinefs,  anq 
js  fQ  b?il?al?  V?tb  np  (xfecr  way  diat  ever  I  could  find  \ 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


fo  the  Kingy  the  Prince  lofOrafige^  &c.    327 

and  upon  this  occafion  faid  a  great  deal  very  fharpjy- 
of  fome  of  the  king's  minifters  dealing  artificially 
with  him,  and  believing  they  could  talk  him  into  aiy 
thing ;  which,  he  faid,  was  not  a  way  to  do  bufinefs, 
and  only  fhewed  the  mean  opinion  they  had  of  him, 
that  they  thought  was  to  be  dealt  with  by  fuch  me- 
thods as  thofe.     I  am  ever,  my  lord,  your,  &:c. 

To  Mr.  Hyde. 

SIR,  Nimeguen,  May  21,  N,  S.  1677. 

T  Am  to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  one  from  you 
•*  of  the  8  th,  and  the  teftimonies  it  gave  me  of  the 
continuance  of  your  kindnefs  to  me,  and  remembrance 
of  our  converfation  here,  which,  I  queftion  not,  will 
begin  again  where  it  ended,  at  what  time,  or  in  what 
place  foever  it  happens  to  be  renewed.  Since  you  tell 
jne,  you  know  no  more  of  your  return  hither  than  I 
find  by  your  letter,  I  will  enter  no  farther  upon  a  dif- 
courfe  you  feem  refolved  to  let  fall,  but  attend  the 
cfFeft  of  thofe  good  words  you  give  me,  about  em- 
ploying me  in  your  fervice  here,  when  you  begin  to 
look  this  way.  I  fuppofe  this  day  will  for  the  prefent 
have  turned  your  thoughts  upon  another  fcene,  and  by 
the  motions  whereof  they  have  cither  hope  or  fear 
that  the  meafures  of  this  will  be  influenced. 

For  my  part,  I  am  fo  much  a  ftranger  to  the  coun- 
fcls  in  England,  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  give  myfclf 
the  leaft  account  of  them  upon  this  occafion,  and 
much  lels  to  other  men  that  are  very  inquifitive  after 
them ;  and  am  very  well  content  to  be  fo ;  for,  you 
know,  all  my  politics  are  at  an  end  with  that  of  my  late 
negotiation  at  the  Hague :  and  I  pretend  no  more  than 
to  do  a  plain  duty  while  I  am  in  thefe  employments^ 
and  pafs  a  private  eafy  life  after  this  is  ended ;  and^ 
inftead  of  care  to  mend  the  world,  bufy  my  thoughts 
no  farther  than  with  that  of  mending  my  fell*    All  Vc 
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wifh  is,  that  we  might  at  one  time  or  other  lofe  the 
reproach  I  told  you,  of  fuSfuativn  perpeluelUj  and  re- 
folve  for  good  and  all  what  ends  and  points  are  fitteft 
for  us  to  purfue,  and  then  bend  our  endeavours  in 
fteady  courfes  to  bring  them  about;  and  when  one 
•  way  fails,  try  another,  as  we  have  good  examples. 
And  I  think  in  politics,  as  well  as  morals,  it  is  a  good 
queftion  of  one  of  your  friends  ^ndmine,  though  our 
colleague's  enemy ; 

EJi  aliquid  quo  tendis^  et  in  quoddirigis  arcum  \ 
An  pajfitn  fequeris  corvos  ? 

And  there  I  leave  all  thefe  kind  of  thoughts,  and  wifh 
you  happy  fuccefs  in  this  feflion  of  parliament  you  are 
entering,  and  the  good  fortunes  and  entertainments 
you  propofe  to  yourfelf  at  court,  or  any  where,  and 
to  myfeff  many  occafions  of  exprefting  how  much  I 
^m  yourmoft  faithful  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

To  my  Lord  Bijhop  of  Rocbejier. 

My  Lord,        Nimeguen,  May  21,  N.  S.  1677. 

I  Am  unacquainted  wim  thanks  or  praifes,  having  fo 
little  deferved  any,  that  I  mi?ft  judge  of  them  ra- 
ther by  the  report  of  others,  than  by  any  eiq^erience 
of  my  own.  But  if  by  either,  I  underftand  any  thing 
of  them,  all  the  charm  or  value  they  have,  arif« 
from  the  efteem  a  man  has  of  the  perfon  that  gives 
them,  or  the  belief  in  fbme  meafure  of  his  own  de- 
feryirig  them.  The  firft  of  thefe  circumftances  gave 
fo  great  an  advantage  to  thofe  I  had  lately  the  honour 
pf  receiving  from  your  lordfhip  in  a  letter  delivered 
me  by  Mr,  Dqlben,  that  the  want  of  the  other  was  but 
iieceffery  to  allay  the  vanity  they  might  otherwife  have 
jgivcn  me.  But  where  a  man  can  find  no  ground  to 
flatter  himfclf  upon  the  thanks  he  receives,  ne  begins 
•"'■•^'  ' *      ^ ''    to 
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to  confider  whether  they  are  praife  or  reproach ;  and 
fo,  I  am  fure,  I  have  reafon  to  do  in  the  acknowledg- 
ments your  lordfhip  is  pleafed  to  make  me  of  any 
favours  jpQ  your  fon,  who  has  never  yet  been  fo  kind  to 
me,  as  to  give  me  the  leaft  occafion  of  obliging  him. 
I  confefs,  I  fliould  have  been  glad  to  meet  with  any, 
though  I  do  not  remember  fo  much  as  ever  to  have 
told  him  fo ;  but  if  he  has  gueflcd  it  from  my  counte- 
nance or  converfation,  it  is  a  teftimony  of  his  obferving 
much,  and  judging  well,  which  are  qualities  I  have 
thought  him  guilty  of,  among  thofe  others  that  allow 
me  to  do  him  no  favour  but  juftice  only  in  efteeming 
him!  It  is  his  fortune  to  have  been  beforehand  with 
me,  by  giving  your  lordfhip  an  occafion  to  take  no- 
jtice  of  me,  and  thereby  fumifhing  me  with  a  pretence 
of  entering  into  your  fervice,  which  gives  him  a  new 
jitle  to  any  I  can  do  him,  and  your  loidlhip  a  very  juft 
pne  to  employ  me  upon  all  occafion?. 

Notwithftanding  your  lordfhip's  favourable  opinion, 
I  will  affure  you,  it  is  well  for  me,  that  our  work 
here  requires  a  little  (kill,  and  that  we  have  no  more 
but  forms  to  deal  with  in  this  congrefs,  while  the 
treaty  is  truly  in  the  field,  where  the  conditions  of  it 
are  yet  to  be  determined.  Fata  viam  invenient ;  which 
is  all  I  can  fay  of  it ;  nor  fhall  I  increafe  your  lord- 
fhip's  prefent  trouble  beyond  the  profefTions  of  my 
being,  my  lord,  your  lordfhjp's  nioft  obedient,  huna^ 
ble  fervant. 

To  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,        Nime^uen,  June  25,  N.  S.  1677. 
T  F  I  pretended  to  make  your  lordfhip  the  acknowr 

ledgments  I  owe  for  the  honour  and  kindnefs  of 
your  laft  letter,  this,  I  am  fure,  would  be  made  up 
of  nothing  elfe ;  and  therefore,  when  I  have  aflured 
your  lordSiip,  that  no  man  could  be  more  obliged 
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than  I  was  by  it,  nor  more  fenfiblc  than  I  was  upon 
it ;  I  fhall  tell  you,  without  more  circumftance,  what 
mj  thoughts  have  amounted  to  upon  the  confideration 
of  that  propofal  you  are  pleafed  to  make  me  from  the 
king.     His  majefty  has  always  been  fo  gracious  to 
me,  but  fo  much  more  particularly  in  the  opinion  of 
my  being  capable  of  ferving  him  in  that  ftation  your 
lordfliip  mentions,  that  if  I  were  worth  that  fum,  or  a 
greater  than  what,  it  feems,  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  ex- 
pefts,^  1  would  the  rcadieft  in  the  world  lay  it  down, 
cither 'upon  this  occafion,  or  any  other,  or  upon  none 
at  all  befides  the  leaft  fignification  of  his  majefty's 
pkafure.     But  in  the  condition  of  my  fortune,  I  will 
afliirc  your  lordfhip,  it  were  as  cafy  for  me  to  coin  it^ 
jas  to  find  it  any  other  ways ;  my  father  living  ftiU, 
and  keeping  the  whole  eftate  of  the  family ;  and  the 
beft  hulbandry  in  fuch  employments  as  mine  have 
been  reaching  no  farther  than  to  bring  the  year  about» 
unkfe,   upon  the  change  of   them,    fome  prefents 
attend  it.    But,  if  either  it  fhould  arrive  that  I  fhould 
out-live  my  father,  who  is  very  infirm,  or  that  this 
employment  Ihould  end  with  the  prefents  ufual  to 
mediators,  I  fliall  leave  it  wholly  to  his  mdjefty  to 
ccHnmand  me  how  to  difpofe  of  any  thing  I  fliafi  there- 
by pojEfefc :  and  I  am  of  opinion,  upon  the  general 
prpqpeft  I  have  into  the  affairs  of  ^hriftendom,  fi^om 
my  ftation  here,  that  I  (hall  eafily  fee  to  an  end  of 
this  employment,  as  foon  as  this  campaign  is  done ; 
and  that  within  three  months  after,  we  Ihall  either 
fall  into  the  war,  or  fhall  fee  a  peace  of  one  fort  or 
other. 

In  either  of  thefe  cafes,  my  figure  here  determines, 
and  ihall  do  fo  in  Holland  too,  if  his  majefty  gives  mc 
leave ;  and  the  prefents  of  this  laft  will  bring  fome- 
thing  into  my  purfe,  though  tlie  other  fhould  fail,  and 
go  a  little  way  towards  what  your  lordfhip  propoles. 
AfkI  it  is  poflihle,  that  in  the  mean  while  I  may  be  a 
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iitdeneceflaiy.to  his  majefty*s  honour  in  this  very  po0:» 
where  it  haj>pens  unfortunately,  that  though  the  wife 
paces  a  niinifter  makes  may  never  be  worth  taking 
notice  of,  yet  he  lies  every  day  in  the  way  of  making 
'^  ones ;  and  upon  them  lies  as  open  both  to  his 
majeily's  dilhonour  and  his  own,  as  perhaps  in  anf 
employment  of  the  world  befides. 

Upon  Mr,  Secretary  Coventry's  part  in  fuch  a  delay^ 
I  can  fay  little,  but  hope  his  majoly  will  be  content^ 
at  the  leaft,  for  fo  long  to  keep  a  good  fervant,  iriftead 
of  hazardms  an  ill  one :  and,  I  think,  the  barg^ 
between  my  lord  Arlington  and  Mr.  Secretary  William- 
fon  depended  a  great  deal  longer  than  this  can  do^ 
though,  as  I  remember,  it  was  but  fee  thoufand  pounds 
that  was  given  between  them,  and  my  lord  Arlington 
cave  my  lord  St,  Albans  ten.  And  if  his  majefty 
mould  have  a  mind,  in  the  mean  time,  to  excufe  him*, 
felf  from  admitting  any  other,  by  faying,  he  is  en- 
gaged J  he  may  very  well  do  it  upon  what  he  was 
pleafed  to  fay  to  me  ih  the  year  1674,  after  the  peace 
was  made,  when  I  made  niy  acknowledgments,  as 
well  as  excufes,  upon  the  offer  of  going  ambaflador 
into  Spain,  that  he  intended  me  a  better  thing ;  and 
that  though  he  was  then  engaged,  yet,  when  it  fell 
again,  I  mould  have  it.  I  dp  not  fay  jtlus  to  lay  thp 
leaft  hold  in  the  world  upon  any  fuch  promife,  but  to 
^miih  his  majefty  with  the  excufe  of  beiqg  engjig^^ 
if  he  (hould  think  fit ;  otherwife  it.  is  a  thing  I  ab- 
iblutelv  forget  whenever  his  majefty  does  fo :  aivi  iJf 
he  finds  any  other  perfon  he  thinks  fit  to  bring  into  the 
place,  I  fhall  however,  upon  my  return  from  henc^ 
either  in  any  other  ftation,  or  in  none,  endeavour,  the 
reft  of  my  life,  to  deferve  his  majefty*s  opinion  of 
being  either  [as  good  a  fervant,  or  at  leaft  as  good  9 
fubje£t  as  any  he  has. 

1  had  a  letter  this  laft  week  from  the  prince,  wher^iij 
|ie  was  pleaied  to  give  me  fome  account  of  monfieur 
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Bcntinck's  journey  and  return  extremely  to  his  high- 
hefs's  fatisfaftion,  as  to  all  that  pafled  from  his  majefty 
tipon  that  occafion.  As  to  your  lordftiip's  part,  he 
fays  thefc  words  :  Je  ravens  particulierenunt  adrejfc  i 
fnonfieur  le  grand  treforer ;  qui  en  a  uje  d'une  maniere 
fi  obli^eante^  tS  lui  a  parli  avec  tant  defrancbifey  que 
je  nepuis  nien  affez  lou'er.  If  he  can  fucceed  in  the  de- 
fires  I  know  he  has,  of  making  a  journey  mto  England^ 
when  the  campaign  ends,  I  believe  fo  much  of  his" 
inclinations  towards  a  peace  (that  may,  in  any  kind, 
lave  his  honour  and  the  reft  of  Flanders)  that  1  am 
confident  the  king  and  his  highnefs,  if  they  meet, 
will  take  their  meafure^  together  upon  that  matter, 
and  upon  the  future  condiift  of  both  their  allies. 

I  aflc  your  lordlhip's  pardon  for  fo  long  a  trouble ; 
which  yet  muft  not  efid  without  the  repetition  of  all 
the  moft  fenfible  acknowledgments  that  can  be  made 
you  for  fo  much  favour  as  has  obliged  me  to  be  for 
ever,  and  with  as  much  rcafon  as  paflion,  my  lord, 
your,  &c. 

To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  Sheen,  Auguft ,  1677. 

OINQE  the  account  I  gave  you  lately  from  Nimc- 
^  guen  of  my  fon*s  coming  to  me,  the  errand  he 
was  fent  on,  and  the  anfwer  I  had  returned  thereupon 
to  his  majefty,  I  thought  that  affair  would  have  flept, 
iat  leaft  for  ibme  time :  but  within  a  fortnight  after 
1  received,  by  exprefs,  a  command  to  repair  immedi- 
lately  into  England,  without  fo  much  as  any  notice 
of  the  occafion.  I  accordingly  left  Nimeguen  the  5th 
of  July,  and  had  a  very  good  pafla^  over  in  a  yacht 
that  was  fent  for  me  to  the  Briei.  The  firft  time  I  faw 
the  king  he  was  pleafed  to  call  me  into  his  clofct; 
and  to  tcU  me,  I  knew  the  occafion  of  my  cominjg 
over  from  *what  my  lord  trcafurcr  had  lately  writ 
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to  me  by  his  command ;  that  he  had  feen  my  anfwer^ 
and  was,  however,  refolved  I  fhould  come  into  that 
poft  :  that  he  knew  no  man  was  fo  fit  to  ferve  him  in 
it  as  I ;  and  fince  he  fbund  I  was  not  able  to  bear  the 
charge  of  coming  into  it,  he  was  content  to  do  it 
hirrifelf:  that  upon  my  commg  over,  fecrctary  Co-' 
ventry  had  taken  a  great  alarm ;  and  though  he  had 
before  been  willing  to  part  with  his  place  u^n  the 
terms  my  lord  treafurer  had  propolcd  to  him,  yet 
he  had,  u^n  this  occafion,  come  to  him  (the  king) 
and  told  him  the  reports  he  met  with  from  all  hands, 
of  my  being  fent  for  over  to  come  into  his  office : 
that  he  hoped  he  had,  at  leaft,  defcrved,  by  fo  long 
fervices,  not  to  be  turned  off  without  giving  him  fo 
much  time^  that  his  friends  and  the  world  might  fee 
it  was  a  choice  of  his  own,  rather  than  the  Ring's., 
His  m^yefty  faid,  he  had.  told  him,  that  he  need  not. 
tt-ouble  himfelf  any  farther  about  it,  and  that  when  he 
took  fuch  a  refolution,*  he  would  tell  him  of  it  him- 
felf; and  that  this  was  all  he  haji  faid  till  he  fpoke 
with  me. 

I  give  his  majefly  my  humble  thanks,  as  became 
me  upon  fuch  an  pccafion;  but  f^id,  I  thought  fecre-' 
tary  Coventry  had  great  reafbn  in  what  he  defired : 
that  he  was  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  and  had  ferved 
him  long ;  and  therefore  I  made  it  my  humble  fuit  to 
his  majefly,  that  he  would  not  part  with  him  to  make 
room  tor  me,  till  he  himfelf. Ihould  be  conteijt.  Thq 
king  bid  me  fpeak  with  tny  lord  treafurer  about  it  •,' 
and  fo  tfiis  matter  refts ;  and  I  am  Jure  fhall  do  fo  for 
me  •,  for  my  friends  muft  pardon  me  if  I  cannot  over-' 
come  the  coldnefs  I  have  at  heart  upon  this  occafion  \ 
to  fay  no  more. 

Some  days  after,  the  king  feeming  to  be  in  great 
apprehenfions  for  the  prince  of  Orange's  perfon,  upon 
the  hazards  he  is  continually  expofed  to,  and  likewife 
for  the  fucccfs  of  the  prefent  campaign  j  confidering 

rfie 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


534        tetters  of  Sir  JVilliam  ^mpte 

the  FrencH  forces  now  in  the  field,  and  how  ill  rfic 
prince  is  fecohded  by  his  allies,  told  me  he  had  a 
mind  I  fhould  go  over  to  him,  and  try,  whether  he 
would  fall  into  fuch  teims  of  a  peace,  as  his  majefly 
might  hope  to  get  accepted  bv  France :  that  in  cafe 
any  fuch  could  ht  agreed  on  before  the  campaign  ended, 
he  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  the  prince  here,  having  con- 
fented  to  it  when  monfieur  Bentinck  was  in  England^ 
I  told  his  majefly,  that  I  was  confident  he  knew  the 
prince's  mind  upon  the  terms  of  a  peace,  without 
fending  to  him,  by  all  that  pafTed  in  that  negotiation 
between  the  prince  and  rtie  lafl  winter  -,  and  that  I  be- 
lieved nothing  could  alter  him,  unlefs  it  were  fomc 
great  change  of  affairs,  by  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of 
this  campaign,  which  was  not  yet  near  ah  end  :  and 
when  it  was  done,  fince  his  majefty  was  content  the 
prince  fhould  come  over,  they  would  much  eafier 
agree  when  they  were  together,  than  by  any  miniflcr 
between  them,  in  how  much  confidence  focven 

I  was  extremely  prefled  for  fome  days  upon  this 
journey,  and  had  no  mind  to  it,  knowing  how  unwel- 
come it  would  be  to  the  prince  while  he  was  in  the 
field,  for  many  reafons  ;  and  how  ill  it  would  anfwer 
the  end  for  which  his  majefly  intended  it;  and  there- 
fore, at  lafl,  told  the  king  and  duke  together,  that 
if  they  were  refolved  to  make  the  trial,  I  defired  they 
would  do  it  by  another  hand  :  that  I  had  fpent  all  my 
fliot  laft  winter,  and  left  the  prince  fixed  upon  a  (land, 
which,  I  was  fure,  he  would  make  good  as  long  as  he 
could :  that  Mr.  Hyde  was  now  idle  here  %  who  having 
upon  his  return  from  Poland  received  a  commifiion  to 
appear  as  one bf  the  king's  mediators  during  the  fhort 
ftay  he  fhould  make  at  Nimeguen  -,  and  there  being 
cow  but  one  ambafTador  of  the  king's  there,  I  thought 
there  was  nothing  fb  proper,  as  for  Mr.  Hyde  to  return 
to  Nimeguen  in  that  figure,  how  little  foever  there  was 
to  do ;  fince,  by  our  original  commifiion,  there  ought 
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to  be  two  ta  a£b  in  thait  mediation  v  Aat  upon  hill 
journey  he  might  fee  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  pUN 
(be  fuch  ihftrudidni  as  his  majelly  fhould  ^re  Mm 
upon  that  occafion« 

This  was  approved  and  refolved  on ;  and  Mr.  Hyde 
is  well  enough  pleafed  with  the  employment ;  which 
renews  his  charafter  at  Nimeguen,  that  was  before  but 
a  compliment  to  him  as  he  pafled  by  that  place : . 
though  I  have,  as  a  friend,  told  him  before-hand 
what  fucccfs  he  is  like  to  meet  in  His  journey  to  the 
prince ;  and  he  reckons  upon  it. 

This  is  all  the  prefent  account  I  can  give  you  of 
myfelf,  whatever  you  will  meet  with  in  the  news- 
papers that  run  abroad,  and  have  made  me  fecfetary 
of  ftate  already :  fo  that  I  receive  twenty  impertinent 
cx>mplimehts  upon  it,  and  applications  for  places  in 
office.  But  I  am,  I  thank  God,  in  an  eafy  place 
here  at  Sheen,  where  I  fpendall  the  time  I  can  poffibly, 
and  never  faw  any  thing  pleafenter  than  my  garden, 
and  the  country  and  river  about  it,  which  I  was  grow;n 
almoft  a  ftranger  to.  I  think  here  often  of  Sancho, 
that  faid,  he  had  got  nothing  by  his  government,  but 
the  knowledge  that  he  was  not  fit  to  govern  any  thing 
bcfides  his  fheep.  And  that  I  have  got  by  knowing  a 
court,  and  the  courfe  of  public  affairs,  that  I  am  not 
fit  to  ferve  in  one,  nor  to  manage  the  other  •,  which  is 
all  I  (hall  fay  in  excufe  of  my  conduft :  and  you,  and 
my  friends,  will  be  content  I  Ihall  at  leaft  take  a 
little  breath,  and  lee  the  ifllie  of  the  prefent  campaign 
abroad,  and  of  the  prince's  journey  hither  at  the  end 
of  it,  before  I  take  any  new  meafures,  or  fall  into  any 
new  engagements. 

My  wife  and  family  continue  ftill  at.Nimeguen; 
only  my  fitter  and  Jack  are  with  me  here,  and  both^' 
jeeni  as  kind  to  Sheen  as  I  am.  We  are  confident 
you  would  be  fo  too,  if  you  could  refolve  of  feeing  it 
once  fince  the  alterations  made  here ;  that  you  might 
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have  a  fhare  in  the  pleafure  of  them,  as  well  as  yoU 
had  in  the  charge. 

We  long  to  hear  of  your  good  health,  having,  I 
doubt,  loft  fome  letters  by  our  fudden  removals.  I 
aril  ever.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  London,  Nov.         ,  1677. 

THOUGH  I  do  not  trouble  you  often  with  public 
news  or  bufinefs,  yet  I  am  fenfible  of  having  too 
inuch  ni^leded  it  of  late,  confidering  what  has  paflled ; 
which,  I  know,  you  will  be  more  pleafed  with  than 
any  yeu  have  been  entertained  with  a  great  while. 
For  I  remember  how  often  and  how  much  you  have 
defired  to  fee  the  prince  of  Orange  married  here ;  not. 
only  from  your  good  wifhes  to  him,  but  from  your  ap- 
prehenfions  of  iome  greater  matches  that  might  bcfal 
us,  and  with  confequences  ill  enough  to  pofterity,  as 
well  as  to  the  prefent  age.  I  am  in  a  good  deal  of 
hafte  at  this  prefent  time,  and  therefore  ftiall  fum  up 
a  great  deal  in  a  litde  room.  The  prince  of  Orange 
came  to  the  king  at  Newmarket,  where  he  was  mighty 
well  received  both  of  king  and  duke.  I  made  the 
acquaintance  there  between  the  prince  and  my  lord 
trccifurer;  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as,  though  they 
were  not  at  all  known  before  to  one  another,  yet  they, 
fell  very  foon  into  confidence. 

The  prince  faid  not  a  word  to  any  of  them  of  any 
thoughts  of  a  wife  while  they  ftaid  at  Newmarket  y  and 
told  nie,  no  confiderations  ihould  move  him  in  that 
affair,  till  he  had  feen  the  lady.  The  day  after  he. 
faw  her  h%vQ^  he  moved  it  to  tlie  king  and  duke,  and 
though  he  did  it  with  fo  good  a  grace,  that  it  was  very 
well  received,  yet,  in  toxiv  or  five  days  treaty,  it 
j)roved  to  be  entangled  in  fuch  difficulties,  that  the 
pripce  fcnt  for  me  one  night,  and  uttering  his  whole 
7  heart. 
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heart,  told  me,  he  was  refolved  to  give  it  over,  re- 
penting him  from  the  heart  of  his  journey,  and  would 
be  gone  within  two  days,  and  truft  God  Almighty 
with  what  would  follow ;  and  fo  went  to  bed  the  moft 
melancholy  that  ever  I  faw  him  in  my  life ;  yet  be- 
fore eleven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  king  fent 
me  to  him,  to  let  him  know,  he  was  refolved  on  the 
match,  and  that  it;  fliould  be  done  immediately,  and 
in  the  prince's  own  way. 

Thus  far  what  had  pafled  went  no  farther  than  the 
king,  the  duke,  the  prince,  my  lord  treafurcr,  and 
me :  but  that  afternoon  it  was  declared  at  the  foreign 
committee,  and  next  day  at  council  •,  you  will  eafily 
imagine  with  what  general  joy.  I  cannot  but  tell  you, 
that  no  man  fcems  to  lay  it  to  heart  fo  much  as  my 
lord  Arlington,  having  had  no  part  in  it ;  which  he 
could  not  but  take  notice  of  to  the  prince,  who  told 
me,  his  compliment  to  him  upon  it  was,  that  fome 
things,  though  they  were  good  in  themfclves,  yet 
were  fpoiled  by  the  manner  of  doing  them  ;  but  this 
was  in  itfclf  fo  good,  that  the  manner  of  doing  it  could 
not  fpoil  it.  .  I  am  told  he  lays  it  upon  me,  and  will 
never  forgive  me  -,  which  I  .muft  bear  as  well  as  I  can : 
but  yet,  Decauie  you  know  how  we  have  formerly 
lived,  I  will  tell  you,  that  it  was  not  only  impoflible 
my  lord  treafurer  and  he  fhould  concur  in  one  thing, 
but  he  had  likewife  loft  all  the  prince's  confidence  and 
opinion,  fince  his  laft  journey  into  Holland.  Befides, 
for  my  own  part,  I  found  thefe  two  years  paft,  he 
could  not  bear  my  being  fo  well  neither  with  the 
prince,  nor  with  the  treafurer ;  but  endeavoured  by 
Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius  to  break  the  firft,  by  fteps  which, 
the  prince,  acqusdnted  me  with  \  nor  could  he  hold 
reproachine  me  with  the  laft  whenever  I  went  to  him  ; 
though  he  himfelf  had  firft  advifed  me  to  apply  myfelf 
to  my  lord  treafurcJ-  all  I  could,  upon  rny  laft  embafly 
into  Holland.   And  though  I  had  ever  fince  told  them 
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both,  I  would  live  well  with  them  both,  let  them  Uveas 
ill  as  they  would  one  with  another ;  and  my  lord  trea« 
furer  had  been  fo  reafonable  as  to  be  contented  witbk; 

Since  the  marriage,  the  king  and  the  prince  have 
fallen  into  the  bufinefs  abroad,  and  agreed  upon  the 
terms  of  a  peace,  which  the  king  will  offer  to  France, 
and  fuch  as,  they  both  conclude,  will  fecure  Flanders. 
They  both  agree,  that  I  muft  of  neceflity  go  to  Paris 
immediately  upon  this  errand,  and  bring  a  pofitivc 
anfwcr  f  i  om  that  court  within  a  time  prefixed.  I  never 
undertook  any  journey  more  unwillingly,  knowing  in 
what  opinion  I  ftand  already  at  that  court;  how 
deeply  they  refent  the  prince's  match  without  their 
communication,  or  the  lead  word  to  their  ambafiador 
here ;  and  with  how  little  reafon  I  can  hope  to  be  the 
welcomer  for  this  errand.  But  the  king  will  abfolutely 
have  it ;  and  fo  I  have  made  all  my  fmall  preparations, 
and  think  to  be  gone  within  two  days;  which  is 
all  atprefent,  but  toafkyour  blcffing,  and  affure  you- 
of  my  being.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

London,  December  8,  1677. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 
T  Should  by  laft  poft  have  rejoiced  with  your  high- 
•■•  i)!sX&  upon  the  news  of  your  happy  arrival,  and 
upon  the  refolutions  that  have  been  taken  here  finceyou 
went,  in  thofe  affairs  wherein  your 'highnefs  is  fo 
deeply  concerned  ;  but  that  my  lord  treaSirci^s  letter 
to  you  upon  this  fubjeA  was  fo  long  and  ib  parti- 
cular, that  nothing  could  be  added  to  it  for  your 
hiahnefs's  information  or  fatisfaftion ;  and  therefore  I 
relolved  not  to  trouble  you  with  the  fame  thing  by  that 
poft,  and  from  fo  much  a  worfe  hand.  I  fuppofe  my 
lord  ambaffador  Hyde  will  have  fhewed  your  high- 
nefs his  inftrudtions,  and  Mr.  Secretary's  kcter  upon 
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that  occafion,  which  agneemg  fo  fully  with  what  m^ 
lord  treafurer  writ,  muft  have  left  you  in  no  doubt 
thofe  refolutions  being  taken  here :   and  yet  I  thought 
your  highnefs  would  not  be  difpleafed  to  know  froni 
me,  that  I  ain  of  opinion  they  are  fo^  and^  which  is 
more,  that  the  duke  will  go  up  to  as  great  a  height  iii 
them  as  any  man,  in  cafe  France  gives  them  the  oc-    . 
cafion,  by  their  anfwer  to  what  Mr.  Montague  goes 
away  with  to^-day ;  and  that  his  highnefs  will  abfoluteiy 
conclude  from  thence,  what  their  good  intentions  are 
or  have  been  to  the  king :  though  I  have  this  fecond 
time  cxcufed  myfelf  from  attending  upon  your  high- 
nefs, and  thereby  devolved  his  majefly's  commands 
upcm  Mr.  Hyde  once  more,  yet  I  hope  your  hi^hnefi 
will  pardon  me,  fince  I  have  only  relerved  myfelf  for 
the  next  occafion,  which,  I  expef):^  will  be  of  mord 
moment,  and  within  a  very  little  time.    Fot  the  prefent^ 
I  only  defire  your  highnefs  willpleafe  to  give  your  an^ 
fwer  to  what  Mr*  Hyde  carries  you,  in  fuch  manner  a^ 
may  be  fidly  to  his  majefty's  fatisfaAion  *,  and  if  yoii 
fhall  fcruple  the  doin^  it  to  any  other  hahd)  that  you 
would,  at  lealt,  do  it  m  a  private  letter  to  his  majefty's 
ofwn,  which  mav  not  go  farther  than  to  thofe  hands  by 
which  all  your  nighnefs^s  concerns  have  hitherto  beeii 
tranfaded* 

I  hope  your  highnefs  will  think  to  write  particularly; 
to  the  duke,  as  well  as  to  the  king,  in  aeknowledgtnent 
and  applaufe  of  thefe  late  refolutions  •,  and  mv  lord 
trwfurcr  will  deferve  it  tooj  by  the  great  part  he  hai 
hadinthemi     - 

I  aSk  your  highnefs*s  pardon  for  the  length  and  con^ 
fidence  of  this  letter,  and  your  juftice  in  believing  m^ 
ever,  what  I  fhall  ever  be^  with  a  perfefk  devotioni 
Sir,  your  highnefb's,  &c; 
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I'he  King's  Speech  intended  in  the  Parliament^ 
drawn  up  at  my  Lard  Treafurer's  dejire^  April 
27,  1678.     (See  VoL  II.  p.  433.) 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
T  Intended  to  have  met  you  fooner,  but  foimd  it  ne- 

ceffary  to  defer  it  for  fome  few  days,  that  I  might 
difcourfe  more  freely  and  clearly  to  you  upon  the  prc- 
fent  conjunftures ;  and  that  we  might  perfeftly  un- 
derftand  one  another,  which,  I  am  confident,  we  now 
fhall  do,  and  this  day  end  all  diftrufts  and  jealoufies 
between  us ;  becaufe  I  know  we  mean  the  fame  things, 
which  are,  the  honour  and  fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
the  prefervation  of  Flanders,  and  preventing  the  growth 
of^  the  French  power. 

I  was  fome  time  in  hopes  to  have  attained  thefe  ends 
by  the  exercife  of  my  mcxiiation  in  purfuit  of  a  peace, 
which  I  thought  the  more  necefTary  by  obferving  the 
bent  of  fome  of  the  confederates  towards  it,  and  the 
ill  conduft  of  the  war  by  others ;  while  I  received,  at 
the  fame  time,  frequent  alTurances  from  France,  that 
they  never  intended  the  conqueft  of  Flanders,  but 
defued  a  reafpnable  peace  5  and  Ihould  very  far  confider 
my  offices  and  thoughts  upon  the  conditions  of  it. 

But  feeing  the  ftate  of  the  war  fo  much  changed^ 
and  Flanders  fo  much  endangered  by  the  events  or 
lad  campaign,  I  thought  it  neceii'ary  for  the  fafety  of 
thefe  kingdoms  (and,  indeed,  that  of  Chriftcndom)  fo 
far  to  enforce  my  mediation,  as  to  propofe  laft  winter 
to  France  fuch  terms  of  a  peace  as  1  had  rcafon  to  * 
believe  the  confederates  would  accept,  and  as  I  was 
fure,  would  leave  Flanders  defenfible  •,  which,  at  that 
time,  I  doubted  would  hardly  be  fo  by  continuing  the 
war :  and  I  had  not  much  reafon  to  doubt  of  France  y 
becaufe  their  refufal  would  plainly  difcover  their  dc- 
fign  of  conquering  Flanders  (contrary  to  all  their  pro- 
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fcflions)  fince  both  they  and  I  knew  it  could  not  be 
lecured  without  a  frontier,  as  I  propofed  for  it.  Upon 
the  difficulties  made  by  France  to  accept  thefe  con- 
ditions, and  finding  Holland  would  not  continue  the 
war,  otherwife  dian  in  purfuit,  and  with  the  profpeft 
of  a  peace,  I  immedi^ely  made  two  alliances  with 
them :  one  of  mutual  defence,  and  the  other  offenfive 
againft  France,  in  cafe  they  would  not  accept  the  terms 
I  had  propofed  -,  which  were  thefe. 

That  they  fhould  reftore  to  Spain  the  towns  of  Char- 
leroy,  Aeth,  Oudenarde,  Courtray,  Tournay,  Valenci- 
ennes, Conde,  with  their  dependencies ;  and  all  others 
which  fhould  be  taken  after  that  time  (as  St.  Giflain, 
Ghent,  and  Ypres  have  unfortunately  been).  That 
they  fhould  reftore  all  they  had  taken  in  Sicily  (which 
is  a  care  now  happily  prevented) :  that  they  fhould 
reflore  Maeftricht  to  the  Dutch,  and  Lorrain  to  the 
duke  of  that  name.  That  the  peace  of  the  emperor 
fhould  be  made  upon  the  foot  of  affairs  at  that  time, 
by  which  Philipfburgh  wotdd  have  remained  to  the  em^ 
pire,  and  the  Ipfs  of^Friburgh  would  have  been  pre- 
vented. That,  becaufe  the  peace  of  the  north  could 
not  be  adjufted  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  a  truce  fhould  be 
concluded  there,  till  by  the  purfyit  pf  Qur  ipcdjatioii 
a  peace  could  be  agreea  on. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  not  afhamed  to  own  publickly  this  fcheme  of  9 
peace,  both  to  you  here,  and  to  all  the  world  abroad ; 
as  what  I  thought  moft  agreeable  with  the  duty  of  a 
mediator,  and  with  what  I  owed  to  the  fafety  of  my 
own  kingdoms,  and  the  regard  I  had  to  your  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  juft  concernment  you  had  fo  often  exprcf^ 
led  for  the  prefcrvation  of  Flanders ;  which  I  knev 
might  be  much  eafier  defended  after  the  refloring  thofe 
towns,  than  before  it.  But,  I  will  confefs,  I  am 
afhamed  to  find  myfelf  fo  much  deceived,  as  I  have 
!?een  by  France  upon  this  occafion  j  who,  contrary  to 
'^  Z  3  aU 
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9II  they  have  fo  often  profeflfcd  and  promii^  tt\% 
have  cut  ofF  all  hopes  qf  any  rcafonable  peace  by 
^hich  Flanders  might  be  fafe ;  but,  on  the  other  fide, 
making  difficulties,  firft  upon  one  town,  dien  upoij 
pother  (as  the  neceflity  of  the  Spaniards,  or  clifpoli- 
tions  of  the  Dutch  gave  them  occafion)  they  have  all 
along  too  plainly  difcovered  their  defigns  of  canying 
on  the  war  to  the  full  conqueft  of  Flanders  j  whilft 
they  endeavour' to  amufe  the  world,  and  us  in  parti- 
cular, with  the  difcourfes  or  overtures  of  a  peace. 

Yet  in  the  laft  they  have  made,  they  include  the 
prefent  reftiturion  of  Sweden,  and  the  Duke  of  Hol- 
ftcin ;  though  they  confine  the  peace  they  offer  to  the 
loth  of  May.  They  will,  indeed,  keep  Lorain,  whilft 
they  pretend  to  reftorcit;  for  they  will  keep  Nancy, 
Marfal,  and  the  highways  through  that  country :  and 
fhey  will  have  Tournay,  Valenciennes,  Conde,  and 
ypres,  which  are  the  very  keys  of  Flanders  on  that 
Ji'de  •,  befides  Dinant  or  Charlemont,  on  the  other. 

I  would  not  confefs  to  you  how  much  I  have  been 
deceived  by  them  in  thefe  praftices,  and  in  thofe  they 
have  fince  begun  with  the  Dutch  upon  this  occafion, 
jf  I  were  not  refolved  to  be  fo  no  more :  and  I  will 
IcU  you  plainly,  that  I  fliould  immediately  have  de- 
clared the  war  tipon  the  difcovery  of  them,  but  that 
1  found  it  neceffary  firft  to  make  my  alliances  with  the 
^ft  of  the  confederates,  and  thereinto  purfue  the  good 
advice  you  hinted  to  me  yourfelves,'  in  one  of  your 
iaddrefles,^to  provide  that  none  of  the  parties  engaged 
IB  the  confederacy  fhould  lay  down'  their  arms,  or 
depart  from  their  alliances  :  as  likewife,  that  nont  of 
fhcm'^fhould  hold  any  commerce  pr  trade  with  the 
l^rench  king,  or  his  fubjefts,  during  the  war. 

'  Both  thefe'points  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  fccure 
now  for  fomc' time,  but  have  been' delayed  in  them, 
contrary  to  nfiy  expeftation,  by  the  Dutch  ambaflTadors 
wanting  powers,  or  inftruftions,  to  conclude  upon 
''  :•-  — ' ''    '^  r    ^         thofc 
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thofe  two  particulars.  And,  I  doubt,  in  the  laft,  your 
too  great  nafte  in  forbidding  French  commodities  was 
the  occafion  of  the  Dutch  declining  what  before  they 
had  offered  in  fo  material  a  point.  I  fay  not  this  at 
all  to  reproach  you,  becaufe  I  know  your  meaning  was 
good;  and  becaufe,  in  a  time  when  the  fafety  of 
Chriftendom,  as  well  as  our  own,  feems  to  lie  at  ftake, 
we  ought  all  to  look  forward  upon  what  is  beft  to  be 
<lone,  and  not  backward  upon  whatoccafions  areloft, 
or  what  errors  have  pafled ;  or  what,  in  fhort,  is  now 
paft  remedy. 

God  be  thanked,  I  have  at  length  retrieved  this 
point  in  a  gre^t  meafure,  and  find  the  minifters  of 
the  confederates  now  ready  to  conclude  our  treaties  for 
carrying  on  the  war  by  common  confent,  and  purfu- 
ing  it  according  to  fuch  fyccefles  as  God  Almighty 
fhall  pleafe  to  give  to  fo  juft  and  neceflary  an  under- 
taking. I  have,  in  the  mean  time,  made  my  levies  of 
land  rorces,  and  my  preparations  for  fea,  according 
to  the  fcheme  and  proportions  you  yourfelves  defigned. 
I  have  already  fent  — —  thoufand  men  over  into 
Flanders,  and  have  — —  thoufand  more  ready  to 
fend  after  them ;  and  am  ready  to  declare  the  war,  im- 
mediately upon  the  figning  of  our  treaties :  but  flrft 
refolved  to  have  your  advice  upon  it,  now  I  have  laid 
the  whole  affair  before  you.  For  your  afliflances  I 
doubt  them  not  at  all,  confidering  the  many  affurances 
you  have  given  me  upon  this  occafion,  and  the  zeal 
you  have  ever  eM»refled  to  the  fafety,  honour,  and 
true  interefts  of  the  nation ;  in  which,  I  doubt  not, 
but  we  fhall  always  agree. 

fto  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Sheen,  May  i8th,  1678. 

T^INDING  myfelf  fomething  recovered  of  my  iUnefs, 
-V    which  hindered  me  from  waiting  upon  your  lord< 
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ftiip  before  I  left  the  town,  I  could  not  but  let  you 
know  how  very  fenfible  I  was  of  what  you  laft  told  me, 
with  fo  much  kindnefs,  about  his  majefty  and  royal 
highnefs  having  been  fo  much  dilpleafed  with  fome  of 
my  late  difcourfes  to  his  majefty ;  though  your  lordihip 
could  not  tell  me  more  of  them,  than  tKat  they  were 
fome  popular  notions  :  as  likewife  the  great  diffatif- 
faftion  his  majefty  would  receive  at  the  difficulties  I 
made  to  enter  into  an  affair  which  belonged  not  at  all 
to  my  poft ;  and  wherein  his  majefty  had  not  done  me 
the  honour  to  acquaint  me  with  the  deliberation  or 
dieeftion  of  it.  I  muft  confefs,  the  fenfe  of  his  ma- 
jcfty's  difpleafure  (which  I  never  deferved)  has  been 
fo  great  a  mortification  to  me,  that^  to  ftiew  how  much 
I  have  ever  been  concerned  in  his  majefty*s  fervice  and 
fatisfaftion,  and  how  little  in  any  advantages  of  my 
own,  I  have  refolved  moft  humbly  to  lay  athismajefly*s 
feet,  not  only  my  two  prefent  embaffies,  but  alfo  the 
promife  of  the  fecretary's  place,  which  his  majefty  was 
pleafed  long  fince  to  make  me  fo  gracioufly,  and  of 
his  motion.  Therefore,  whenever  his  majefty  pleafes 
to  order  me  a  letter  of  revocation  to  the  States  General 
(which  I  fhall  fend  over  to  my  fecretary  at  the  Hague) 
and  give  me  leave  to  fend  for  both  my  families  away 
from  the  Hagpe  and  Nimeguen,  I  fliall  upon  it  come 
and  beg  the  honour  of  kiffing  his  majefty's  hand,  and 
make  him  my  humble  acknowledgments  for  the  un- 
deferved  honours  he  hath  done  me,  by  fo  many  and 
fo  great  employments  abroad,  as  well  as  by  defignirig 
me  fo  much  a  greater  at  home.  I  ftiaU  at  the  fame 
time  affure  his  majefty  of  my  refolutions  to  pafs  the  reft 
of  my  life  in  the  conftant  and  hearty  wifties  and  prayers 
for  the  honour  and  fafety  of  his  ^-najefty  and  his  king- 
doms i  and  that,  how  mean  a  fervaiitfoever  I  have  been, 
he  (ball  find  me  as  good  a  fubjedt  as  any  man  alive. 

For  what  I  ought  to  fay  to  your  lordfliip^pon  this 
pccafipn,  I  ftiall  leave  it  till  I  wait  upon  you  \  beiojg 
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tefc^vcd,  by  all  means  poffible,  to  preferve  the  honour 
of  fo  long  an  acquaintance,  and  of  fo  much  favour 
as  your  lordfhip's  to  me.  And  as,  during  all  my. 
employments,  1  never  yet  alked  any  thing  of  his 
majefty,  befides  the  bare  pay  of  them,  nor  ever  ufed 
to  trouble  yoiu*  lordfhip  about  any  bufinefs  of  my 
own,  fo  I  mdl  continue  the  fame  courfe  at  the  end 
of  them,  and  leave  to  my  wife  the  purfuit  of » what 
his  majefty  owes  me  upon  them  -,  that  fo  your  lord- 
fliip  may  ever  reckon  upon  dl  the  fervices,  and 
never  upon  any  trouble  from,  my  lord,  your  lord* 
ftup's,  &c^ 

To  the  Duke  of  Ormonde 

My  Lord,  London,  July  2,  1678. 

fr*  H  E  account  I  gave  your  grace  by  my  brotncr  of 
^  my  not  writing,  was  fo  true,  tha^  though  I  was 
very  forry  I  had  it  for  fo  long  together,  yet,  I  know» 
your  grace  was  fo  juft  as  to  receive  it.  I  will  not 
prefume  to  fay  it  is  now  at  an  end,  becaufe  that  God 
Almighty  can  only  tell ;  but  yet  thus  much  13  certain^ 
that  I  am  juft  now  going  aboard  for  Holland,  and 
upon  fuch  meafures  as  his  majefty  feems  more  re- 
folved  to  purfue,  than  ever  I  thought  to  fee  him,  in 
cafe  the  States  will  be  prevailed  with  to  fall  into  them. 
He  will  be  fure  to  have  all  the  help  the  prince  can 
give  him,  who  feems  to  have  recovered  a  new  foul 
upon  this  incident  from  France ;  which  has  pven,  at 
leaft,  the  appearance  and  overture  of  new  meafures  in 
the  world.  The  truth  is,  this  refufal  to  reftore  the 
Spanifh  and  Dutch  towns  till  the  reftitution  of  Sweden, 
has  been  fo  plain  langu^e,  that  it  has  at  prefent 
opened  many  eyes  both  here  and  in  Holland,  which 
have  long  been  fhut  to  allour  coft ;  but  whether  they 
are  proof  againft  all  charms,  I  will  not  venture  to 
determine:   I  can  only  affurc  your  jgrace,  that  the 
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duke  has  been  the  moft  conftant  that  can  be  imagined^ 
in  this  o{)inion  of  the  French  deligns  and  intentions 
to  his  m^efly,  ever  fincemy  lord  Feverlham's  return  ; 
and  declared  himfetf  the  plaineft  that  ever  I  heard, 
yefterday  at  the  foreign  committee,  that  nothing  could 
oe  more  evident,  than  that  France  intended  a  univer- 
fal  monarchy,  and  nothing  but  England  could  hinder 
it;  and  that,  without  it,  the  king  would  endanger 
his  crown.  And  for  his  majefly,  I  have  fome  parti- 
cular *  reafons  (which  I  cannot  entertain  your  grace 
with  at  this  diftance)  to  believe,  that  he  is  perfeftly 
cured  of  ever  hoping  any  thing  well  from  France,  and 
paft  the  danger  of  being  cajoled  by  any  future  ofiers 
from  thence. 

So  that  1  fee  nothing  left  to  (hake  his  prefent  refo- 
lutions,  but  the  fear  of  being  well  feconded  in  them 
at  home  or  in  Holland :  the  lafl:  I  ihall  foon  be  able  to 
^ve  his  majefty  an  account  of;  but  the  firft  I  muft 
leave  to  others  that  are  better  acqu^ted  with  the 

*  The  fecret  of  the  king  and  doke^s  being  fo  eager  and  hearty 
in  their  refoladons  to  break  with  France^  at  this  jundtare,  was  as 
follows : 

France,  in  order  to  break  the  force  of  the  confederacy,  and  elodo 
all  jail  conditions  of  a  eeneral  peace,  refolved,  by  any  means,  to 
enter  into  feparate  mcafures  with  Holland  ;  to  which  end,  it  waa 
abfoltttely  neceflary  to  engage  the  good  offices  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, who  was  looked  upon  to  be  mafter  of  the  peace  whenever  he 
pleafed.  The  bargain  was  ftrack  for  3  or  400  thoufand  pounds. 
Sut  when  all  was  agreed,  monfieur  Barillon,  the  French  aoibaf- 
fador,  toki  the  king,  that  be  had  orders  from  his  mafter,  before 
•payment,  to  add  a  private  article,  by  which  his  majefly  (hould 
be  engaged  never  to  keep  above  eight  thoufand  men  of  Handing 
troops  in  his  three  kingdoms.  This  unexpeQed  propofal  put  the 
Icing  ip  a  rage,  and  made  him  fay,  '— -d*8  fi(h  !  Does  my  brother 
^  o?  France  think  to  ferve  me  thus  ?  Are  all  his  promifes  to  make 
*  me  abfolute  mafter  of  my  — ~,  come  to  this  ?  Or  does  he  think 
^.  that  a  thing  to  be  done  with  eight  thoufand  men  ?* 

It  is  poifibTe,  I  may  be  a  little  miftaken  as  to  the  fums  of  money, 
and  number  of  men  1  but  the  main  c  f  the  ftory  is  cza^ly  as  I 
had  it  from  the  author. 
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fccnc  where  that  game  muft  pky.  I  am  of  opiniDii^ 
both  that  myft  be  played  ill,  and  the  war  managed  ill^ 
to  fail,  if  we  go  into  it ',  but  I  have  no  reafbh  to 
believe^  but  both  ?hofe  may  very  well  befal  us.  All 
that  is  to  be  faid,  is,  that  all  men  agree,  the  prefent 
ineafures  are  of  abfojute  neceffity ;  fince  no  penchant 
to  a  peace  can  bring  it  aboiit,  if  another  will  have  a 
War  ^  and  if  it  muft  be  at  one  time  or  another,  though 
f  his  may  be  a  worfe  than  any  paft,  yet  it  is  a  better 
than  any  like  to  come. 

This  is  all  I  can  fay  worth  your  grace^s  trouble ; 
^t  leaft,  if  this  itfelf  be  fo.  For,  I  am  fure,  nothing 
can  be  fo  unnecefTary,  as  to  repeat  any  of  thofe  pro* 
fefllons  I  have  fo  long  made,  and  juftly,  of  my  being 
ever,  and  with  as  much  paflion,  as,  I  am  fure,  it  is 
with  reafon  and  truth,  my  lord,  your  grace's  moft 
faithful  and  moft  humble  fervant.  ^ 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Williamjbn. 

,   SIR,  Hague,  July  14,  N.  S.  1678; 

T  Set  fail  on  board  the  Catharine  yacht  at  two  a-cl6clc 

afternoon  on  Tuefday,  and  landed  at  Rotterdam 
about  the  fame  hour  next  day*  I  came  immediately 
to  the  Hague,  and  went  ftraight  to  the  prince  at  Houn- 
flerdyke,  where  I  arrived  about  eight  a-clock,  and 
ftaid  till  eleven ;  and  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  his 
majefty  an  account  of  our  firft  difcourfes. 

When  I  had  entertained  his  highnefe  at  large  with 
the  fubjeft  of  my  journey ;  the  difpofidons  raifed  in 
his  majefty  by  this  laft  unexpefted  accident  froni 
France,  upon  the  point  of  concluding  the  peace ;  the 
neceffity  of  knowing  fully  the  mind  of  the  States,  in 
order  to  join  with  them;  and  the  firm  refoludons  his 
majefty  had  taken  upon  it,  in  cafe  France  perfifted  iii 
the  refufal  of  the  towns ;  and  this  State  in  not  admit- 
ting the  {>eace  without  it :  his  highnefs  told  me,  thq 
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laft  point  was  the  chiefeft  of  all ;  which  was>  the  fimv 
taels  of  his  majefty's  refolution  in  this  matter,  upon 
Which  all  would  depend ;  fince  nothing  elfe  could  dif- 
pofe  either  France  to  make  the  peace,  or  this  State  to 
any  firm  refolutions  of  continuing  the  war.  When  I 
had  endeavoured,  and,  I  think,  fucceeded  in  fatif- 
fying  his  highnefs  in  this  point,  by  telling  him  many 
circumftances  in  the  game  m  England,  as  it  has  played 
for  fome  months  parc ;  and  many  reafons  his  mdefty 
had  given  me  to  believe  how  unfatisfied  he  had  been 
of  late  with  the  dealing  from  France  -,  the  prince  told 
me,  how  glad  he  was  to  receive  this  notice  from  me : 
that  for  this  laft  incident  in  the  peace  from  France,,  he 
could  not  but  look  upon  it  as  a  thing  come  down 
from  heaven,  and  the  happieft  that  ever  could  have 
fallen  out,  both  for  his  majefty  and  himfelf^  confidcr- 
ing  the  great  change  it  was  like  to  make  in  this  State. 
For  he  would  tell  me  in  confidence,  that  thofe  dilpo- 
fitionis  which  had  been  here  raifed  in  the  State,  and 
carried  them  lb  far  in  lb  mifchievous  a  peace,  had 
been  grounded  upon  the  weaknefe  and  xmcertainty  of 
our  condiift  in  England,  and  upon  the  opinion  of  the 
Contrary  in  France ;  as  well  as  upon  that  of  their 
good  intentions  to  live  always  fairly  with  this  State, 
and  to  content  theipfelves  without  poujfant  their  con- 
quefts  any  farther  in  Flanders  :  that  in  cafe  the  peace 
had  been  made  upon  thofe  terms  accepted  here,  the 
fame  peribns  and  difpofitions  that  brought  it  about, 
would  certainly  have  ended  all  mealures  between  £i^- 
land  and  them,  and  throw  the  whole  dependence  of 
this  State  upon  France  •,  and  that  he  (the  prince) 
Ihould  not  have  been  able  to  hinder  it :  whereas  the 
laft  incident  had  made  fo  great  a  change  in  the  minds 
of  the  magiftrates  here,  and  the  people  too,  that  the 
chief  leaders  in  thofe  councils  were  ccnnc  to  be 
alhamed  of  themfelves,.  and  to  confefs  their  miftakes  : 
^  if  they  fhould  grow  to  be  aflured  of  Jijs  majefty's 
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^nginto  the  war,  and  fticking  to  them  firmty,  he^ 
did  not  doubt,  but  even  after  a  peace,  this  Sxbxr 
would  come  to  have  their  dependence  wholly  upon 
England.  He  faid,  he  believed  neverthelefs,  that  if 
France  Ihould  reftore  the  towns  before  the  war  broke 
out  into  new  aftion,  that  this  State  would  not  be 
hindered  from  accepting  the  peace :  but  of  this  hefaw 
no  appearance,  fince  the  French  ambafladors  had  de« 
dar^  {0  pofitively  to  thofe  of  this  State  at  Nimeguen, 
that  their  mailer  was  fixed  in  the  point  of  not  reftoring 
them  till  the  fatisfadion  of  Sweden  *,  and  that  monfieur 
de  Luxemburgh  had  given  his  direct  refufal  of  fufier- 
ing  any  tlioic  provifions  to  go  into  Mons  till  the  peace 
was  figned :  upon  which  he  (the  prince)  was  refoived 
to  go  away  to  the  army  within  two  days  %  but  would 
kave  the  penfioner  fo  inftruAed,  that  I  might  go  on 
with  my  negotiations  here  in  his  abfence. 

I  then  told  his  highnefs  the  three  points  upon 
which  his  majefty  expefted  to  receive  fatisfadtion  be- 
fore he  could  tdce  a  final  meafure  with  this  State  \ 
which  were,  the  not.  making  peace  without  mutual 
conient,  or,  at  leaft,  the  fixing  of  certain  terms  to 
which  the  war  ihould  extend,  and  a  peace  not  to  be 
concluded  without  them :  the  prohibition  of  commerpe 
with  France  here  as  well  as  in  Englahd,  and  the  mu- 
tual concert  of  forces.  I  added  a  fourth,  which  was 
in  the  foot  of  my  inftruftions ;  and  in  cafe  of  any 
places  loft  on  either  part,  neither  fhall  make  peace, 
without  being  reftored  to  the  ftate  they  were  in  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty*s  being  concluded  between  us. 

The  prince  told  me,  to  the  laft  there  would  be  no 
difiiculiy.  As  to  the  firft,  this  State  would  never  be 
brought  to  an  article  of  not  making  peace  without  mu- 
tual, confent,  nor  feeing  Ibme  bounds  to  the  war ;  and 
therefore  thought  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  January 
laft  would  be  a  good  ground  to  treat  upon  \  or  fuch 
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odierlcnm  as  Ihould  be  farther  agreed  to  by  conlint 
of  pamcs. 

For  the  fecond,  the  fame  that  monfiear  Van  Lewen 
had  told  his  majefty  in  England,  that  it  would  be  very 
hard  to  ^adn  it  by  a  direft  convention  before  die  war; 
but  that  It  was  a  thing  mult  neceflarily  follow :  for,  in 
a  war,  the  bottom  of  England  failing,  in  which  they 
now  traded,  all  others  would  be  ufed  as  enemies  by  us ; 
and  fo  there  could  no  trade  remain  between  France  and 
this  State  while  the  war  lafted. 

I  told  his  highnefs,  Idid  not  leave  his  majefly  dif- 
pofed  to  enter  into  the  war  without  this  point  being 
fixed :  and  though  the  thing  Teemed  like  to  play  as  his 
highnefs  had  difcourfed ;  yet  it  was  of  that  confer 
quence  to  the  main  event  of  the  war,  that  I  thought 
it  would  be  beft  to  tell  the  States  what  his  m^efty  ab- 
folutely  reckoned  upon,  and  what  they  were  like  to 
truft  to  in  this  matter ;  and  to  fhew  them,  that,  fince 
it  was  a  necefiary  confequence  of  the  war,  it  might  as 
well  be  a  precedent  ardcle  between  us.  His  highnefs 
confented,  and  iaid,  follow  this  method. 

As  to  the  third,  he  was  of  opinion,  no  concert  of 
forces  could  be  made  particular  between  us,  but  for 
our  own  mutual  defence;  which  is  done  by  our  de- 
fenfive  leagues :  but  for  that  which  is  the  defence  of 
Flanders,  it  muft  be  made  among  all  the  confederates, 
in  fuch  manner  as  would  be  molt  conducing  to  thofe 
ends  ;  that  he  iuppoied  this  State  would  bring  an 
*  army  into  the  field  of  twenty-five  thoufand  men,  b?-» 
fides  their  garriibns :  that  his  majefly  muft'  not  go  i^ 
hear  the  wind  in  fuch  a  war,  as  to  proportion  himfelf 
to  the.  weak  and  exhaiufted  condition  of  this  State 
(which  would  go  as  far,  however,  as  pof&bly  they 
could)  but  to  the  neceffity  of  the  war,  and  to  what 
the  parliament'  would  be  brought  to  fiimUhiroon  h 
great  an  occafion,  and  which  they  had  always  had  £> 
much  at  heart :  that  it  would  be  fit  to  engage  ibme  of 
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die  princes  of  Germany;  but  not  as  this  State  has 
done)  leaving  the  forces  under  the  command  of  their 
own  princes  \  but  to  have  them  under  his  majeft/s* 
command,  to  a£fc  where  he  pleafed ;  which  would 
make  hb  majefty  mailer  of  the  war  and  peace,  and 
let  him  at  the  head  of  affairs  (which  was  the  figure* 
England  ought  to  make)  and  draw  this  State  and  the 
neighbouring  princes  of  Germany  into  a  dependence 
upon  him. 

After  this,  his  highnefs  afked  me»  whether  the 
king  would  not  declare  the  war  till  the  three  points 
were  concluded  with  the  States  here?  I  anfwered, 
that  I  could  not  fay  any  thing  certain ;  but  that  I  was 
not  impowered  otherways,  than  upon  their  agreeing 
with  his  majefty  in  them,  to  conchide  finally  with  the 
States  'j  fince  his  majefty  would  follow  their  difpofi- 
dons,  having  confented  to  the  peace  upon  their  in- 
ftances ;  and  fo  would  hope  to  reckon  upon  their  firm- 
nefs  in  it,  and  not  breaking  from  bim,  as  they  had  done 
in  their  laft  meafures.  The  prince  fcemed  fomething 
troubled,  that  his  majefty  would  not  go  into  the  war 
before  the  granting  of  the  three  points ;  but  he  con* 
eluded,  I  fnould  lofe  no  time  in  entering  upon  the 
bufined  with  the  States ;  Icemed  much  plealed  that 
monfieur  Van  Lewen  was  come  over  with  me,  and  in 
ientiments  fb  agreeable  to  thofe  of  his  majefty  \  faid 
he  would  endeavonr  to  have  him  immediately  brought 
into  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  though  out  of 
method  1  but  upon  pretence  of  his  bem^  come  from 
England ;  that  he  would  be  extreme  ^ad  he  could  • 
brino;  monfieur  Hoeft  into  it  too  -,  but  that  could  not 
be,  becaufe  he  was  not  of  the  States-General :  but ' 
that  this  mcident  from  France  had  brought  him  and 
his  town  of  Amfterdam  to  be  for  the  war. 

Upon  this  the  prince  faid  farther,  though  feveral  * 
perfons  here  had  appeared  to  be  his  enemies  upon  the 
laft  tranladions,  yet  he  had  been  fo  far  from  treating 
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them  b^  that  he  had  continued  his  commerce  all  along^ 
and  had  his  converfation  even  more  with  them  than 
his  friends ;  and  by  that  means  they  were  now  grown 
to  underftand  one  another. 

I  have  defiled  a  conference  with  the  States  conunif^ 
iioners  at  four  this  afternoon*    I  am  ever^  &c. 

P.  S.  Juft  upon  the  clofurc  of  this  letter  the  pdnce 
came  to  me,  and  defired  me,  that  I  would  write  to 
his  majei]y,  to  beg  the  difpatching  away  of  thofe 
troops  which  monfieur  Van  Lewen  told  the  States 
were  ordered  into  Flanders;  and  that  thofe  (hips  which 
now  are  ready,  may  be  fent  out  in  a  fquadron  to  fea, 
to  sive  the  French  fbme  jealoufy  upon  their  coafb, 
which  might  pofllbly  make  fome  diverfion  now  while 
the  prince  marches;  and,  if  his  majefty  thinks  fit, 
that  fome  of  the  troops  in  Flanders  may  have  com- 
mand to  obey  the  princess  orders,  in  calc  he  fliould 
have  need  of  them  upon  fome  great  and  prefllng  oc- 
cafion« 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  July  15,  1678. 

SINCE  my  laft,  which  was  yefterday,  I  have  had 
two  conferences  with  the  Sutes  commilfioners.  In 
the  firft,  I  expofed  to  them  mjr  journey's  futyeA  at 
this  time :  I  exprcfled  to  them  his  majefty's  fendments 
and  refolutions,  in  the  very  terms  of  my  inftrudions  ; 
and  concluded  that  his  majefty,  as  he  would  havq 
entered  into  meafures  with  them  for  the  guaranty 
of  the  peace,  fo  he  would  for  the  continuing  of  the 
war. 

They  returned  all  acknowledgments  that  could  be 
of  his  mjyefty^s  generous  dealing.     They  excuied 
themfelves  upon  their  own  neceflities  and  the  weak-- 
iitS%  of  their  allies,  particularly  in  Flanders :    that 
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they  had  been  extremely  furprized  to  meet  with  this 
new  accident  from  France ;  particularly  fince  the  re- 
ftitution  of  the  towns  was  tied  up  to  the  fatisfaftion  of 
Sweden,  without  fo  much  as  mentioning  whatfatif- 
faction  Sweden  would  accept,  and  in  what  time.-,  and, 
indeed,  without  confcnting  that  Sweden  fhould  accept 
of  fuch  fatisfaftion,  as,  perhaps,  the  Swedes  them- 
fclves  would  have±)een  contented  with.  That  it  would 
now  depend  upon  his  majefty,  whether  they  fhould 
fubmit  to  the  terms  of  any  peace  that  France  would 
think  fit  to  impofe  upon  them. 

That,  mdeed^  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  towns 
by  France,  the  peace  would  then  be  concluded  -,  but 
there  was  no  hopes  of  that,  fince  their  exprefs  brought 
word,  that  the  French  ambafladors  had  declared  at 
Nimeguen,  that  they  neither  had  order  to  give  any 
other  anfwer  than  they  had  done  already,  norexpefted 
to  receive  any  from  the  king  their  matter  :  and  that, 
in  a  private  conference  between  monfieur  Colbert 
and  Beverning,  the  firft  had  told  him,  upon  the  States 
rcfufing  to  accept  the  peace  on  thofe  terms,  that  his 
mafler  would  make  them  accept  it,  bon  gri  malgri 
quails  en.ayent.  That,  upon  all  this,  they  defired  me, 
if  I  had  any  farther  lights  to  give  them  of  his  majefly*s 
intentions,  in  cafe  the  war  went  on,  I  would  do  it. 

Hereupon  I  propofed  to  them  the  four  points  con- 
tained in  my  inltru^tipns. 

Upon  the  firit  I  found  it  true,  what  the  prince  had 
told  me,  that  they  would  not  hear  of  a  general  and 
boundlefs  confent ;  fo  then  I  defcended  to  the  terms 
of  the  laft  treaty,  but  with  fuch  further  condiuon^, 
more  advantageous  to  the  fafety  of  Flanders,  as  fhould 
be  agreed  on  by  the  confent  of  both  parties. 

Upon  the  fecond  they  made  great  difHculties  •,  but 
I  put,  once  for  all,  my  whole  flreneth  upon  this 
point,  and  fo  told  them,  that  the  prohibition  of  com- 
merce was  a  thing  which  had  been  long  prefled  upon 
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his  majefty  by  their  ambaflador  in  England,  that  Fie 
could  not  believe  they  wet^  not  equally  fatisfied  with 
it  here.  But  befides,  I  told  them,  the  thing  muft  be, 
and  therefore  a  convention  would  do  nothing  but  de- 
clare it  to  the  world;  and  that  this  would  be  the 
greateft  ftep  towards  a  peace,  it  being  the  only  way 
to  perfuade  France  that  we  were  all  refolved  to  go  on 
wim  the  war ;  fince  it  was  evident,  that  France  had 
made  this  laft  incident,  only  becaufe  they  thought 
this  State  would  accept  of  any  peace,  rather  than  lofc 
their  trade  any  longer. 

The  commiffioners  told  me,  for  themfelres,  they 
were  fo  far  convinced  of  my  reafons,  that  if  I  had 
none  but  them  to  deal  with,  I  might  affure  myfelf  the 
thing  would  ht  done ;  but  what  their  matters  would 
fay  to  a  thing  in  which  they  had  always  apprehended  an 
invincible  difficulty  (at  leaft,  till  England  fhould  have 
•declared  the  war)  they  could  not  tell:  but,  however, 
they  promifed  me  to  give  it  all  the  advantage  they 
could  by  their  office  and  reprefentations. 

As  to  the  third,  about  the  proportion  of  forces, 
they  feemed  infinitely  unfetisfied,  that  England  fhould 
go  no  more  than  almoft  an  even  pace  with  a  ftate  io 
out  of  all  proportion  to  us  in  ftrength  at  the  beft,  and 
fo  exhaufted  as  this  country  now  is  by  the  fixth  year 
of  fo  great  a  war. 

They  pretended  to  fear,  that  this  offer  would  ihock 
their  principles  fo  far,  as  to  make  them  think,  that  fince 
England  would  only  protraft  the  war,  without  forces- 
enough  to  make  a  good  peace,  they  had  as  good  re- 
ceive an  ill  one  now  as  hereafter. 
•  They  faid  fo  much  upon  this  point,  that  I  was  fam 
to  put  them  in  mind  ot  the  conftitution  of  England, 
as  well  as  their  riches  and  forces ;  and  how  much  it 
would  depend  upon  parliaments,  whether  his  majefty 
would  be  enabled  to  profecute  the  war  with  fuch  vi- 
gour as  he  himfelf,  perhaps,  would  think  ncceflary. 
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The  fourth  point,  of  mutual  guaranty  to  each  party. 
Upon  the  ftate  wherein  they  fliouW  enter  into  the 
treaty,  niet  with  no  difficulty :  and  fo  this  conference 
ended. 

At  two  this  afternonn  I  faw  the  prince,  after  haviag 

S pointed  another  conference  with  the  States  at  four* 
e  told  me  the  news  he  had  juft  received  from  Mond 
of  a  fkirmilh  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  garrilbn* 
At  the  conference  at  four  this  afternoon  the  com- 
ItiiiTioners  faid,  they  had  acquainted  the  States  with 
our  laft  conference,  who  were  extremely  fenfible  of 
his  majefly's  favour  to  them ;  but  that  there  were  two 
points  thfey  found  of  hard  digeftion,  the  prohibition 
of  commerce,  and  the  proportion  of  forces.  However, 
that  upon  the  firft,  and  the  realbns  I  had  urged,  the 
States  had  refolved,  the  deputies  fhould  go  to  confult 
their  feveral  towns :  but  for  the  proportion  of  forces, 
they  thought  it  would  be  of  ill  confequence  to  propofe 
it  to  them'  in  thofe  terms ;  and,  therefore,  had  com- 
manded them,  the  oommiflioners,  once  more  to  prefs 
•  me  upon  this  point  to  enlarge  the  proportion  on  his 
■  majefty's  fide.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  argu- 
ments that  pafled  on  both  fides-,  but  pnly  tell  you, 
that  it  ended  in  this  article^  to  be  propounded  by  the 
deputies  to  their  towns,  ^V»  attendant  un  concert  plus 
particuHer  toucbant  les  forces  que  fa  majefli  £5?  hs  alliis 
engages  en  cette  guerre  contrihucront  5  fa  majefli  fournira 
par  p-ovifion  un  tiers  moins  de  troupes  en.Flandres^  6? 
un  tiers  plus  de  forces  de  mer  que  celles  qui  feront  fournis 
par  cet  Etat.  And  fo  this  conference  ended,  and  the 
fuccefe  of  it  muft  be  expefted  on  Monday. 

Monfieur  Olivecrans  returned  this  day  from  Eng- 
land*    lam,  Sir,  your,  &c* 
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Ti  my  Lord  Treqfurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  20,  N.  S.  1678. 

tjr AVING  drawn  up  matters  here  to  a  head,  at  lead 
•*^  as  far  as  can  be  till  the  5th  of  next  month  j  and 
befides,  the  draught  of  our  treaty,  which  I  yet  know 
not  whether  I  can  fign,  or  no  •,  becaufe  I  cannot  tell 
whether  they  will  come  up  to  a  formal  article  for  the 
prohibition  of  commerce ;  and  the  matter  will  not  be 
of  fo  preiTing  hafte,  while  they  here  attend  the  final 
anfwer  from  France :  I  have  difpatched  away  Mr. 
Meredith,  his  majcfty's  fecretary  of  the  eoibaffy  here, 
by  the  Catherine  yacht,  and  encharged  with  my 
main  pacquet  to  the  fecretary  j  though  I  fend  a  du- 
plicate both  of  it  and  my  laft  difpatch  by  the  matter 
of  the  pacquet-boat's  hands,  that  parts  the  lame 
day.  I  have  charged  him  with  my  compliments  in 
particular  to  your  lordfhip  when  he  makes  his  own  5 
and  Ihall  add  as  little  as  I  can  to  your  trouble,  befides 
the  fhare  of  what  you  will  have  by  my  mdn  difpatch  : 
only  I  cannot  but  mark  to  your  lordlhip  upon  what 
the  French  ambaflador  faid  to  the  Dutch,  of  their 
.'  being  fure  of  England  upon  treaties  being  concluded 
,  with  liis  majefly  ;  that  the  prince  tells  me,  monfieur 
d'Avaux  aflted  monfieur  Odyke  at  Nimcguen,  when 
fuch  treaties  were  made,  whether  the  prince  were  not 
included,  and  had  not  his  Ihare  in  them  ?  And  when 
monfieur  Odyke  faid.  Not,  and  thdt  he  believed  he 
knew  nothing  of  it,  monfieur  d'Avaux  feemed  much 
to  wonder  at  it.  I  prefume,  by  this  fort  of  dealing 
among  them,  you  may  reckon  upon  the  thing*s  grow- 
ing public,  whatever  may  have  been  private  between 
his  majefty  and  them,  when  the  affair  breaks  out  be- 
tween us,  as  it  is  like  to  do,  unlefs  France  make  a 
ejace  contrary  to  thofe  heights  wherewith  they  have 
therto  treated  us  and  all  the  world.    If  it  docs,  his 
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majefly  may  well  put  it-  upon  the  fame  fcore  with 
many  others  of  that  kind  which  have  been  played  by 
France ;  and  the  public  notice  whereof  will  be  the 
only  way  to  poflefs  all  men,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
with  the  belief'  of  his  cure  beyond  relapfe.  To  hear 
the  tricks  and  infinuations  that  have  been  ufed  here, 
^fpecially  to  have  men  apprehend  the  joint  defigns  of 
his  majefty  and  the  prince  upon  the  liberty  of  this 
people,  and  the  refolutions  of  France  to  defend  them, 
would  make  any  man  alive  lofe  all  patience ;  becaufe 
it  looks  as  if  they  .deal  with  men  juft  like  fo  many 
.  children,  and  make  them  believe  any  ftcxries  of  cocks 
and  bulls,  whenever  it  ferved  their  turn,  than  which 
nothing  can  look  like  fo  great  a  fcorn ;  and  nothing, 
methinK«,  can  be  lefs  borne  than  that.  The  ma(k  is 
falling  off  here  apace,  and  the  affairs  of  Chriftendom 
will,  I  doubt  not,  be  put  once  more  into  his  majefly's 
hands  almoft  by  miracle  •,  but  if  he  lets  this  knot 
flip  again  by  any  new  fluftuation,  or  change  of 
meafures,  it  is  gone  for  ever,  and  the  game  of 
Chriftendom,  as  well  as  his  own,  never  to  be  re- 
trieved. 

The  penlioner  and  monfieur  Van  Lewen  tell  me 
this  evening,  that  they  have  certain  intelligence  of  the 
mtention  of  France  to  flight  bqfh  Charleroy  and  Ou- 
dcnarde,  in  cafe  they  come  to  an  evacuation  of  the 
places  in  Flanders  •,  which  is  direftly  (as  they  two  fay) 
contrary  to  the  exprefs  terms  of  the  agreement.  I 
ought  to  be  infthifted  what  I  am  to  do  here  in  cafe  of 
fuch  an  incident,  even  upon  the  execution  of  the  peace. 
I  hear  from  all  hands,  the  French  ambaffador^;  at  Ni- 
meguen  are  horribly  unquiet  upon  the  tranfaAions 
here ;  and  monfieur  Fagel  told  me,  he  could  not  but 
obferve,  that  the  French  ambaffadors  could  now  <:ome 
to  theirs  with  this  memorial,  and  all  the  fair  words ; 
•  whereas  before,  they  treated  them  de  haul  en  bas^  tf 
£omme  des  ccquins.    I  am  fo  tjrcd  out  with  this  cruel 
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pinch  of  bufinefs  fince  my  coming  over,  that  though 
I  remember  nothing  elfe  worth  your  lordlhip's  trouble, 
yet  if  I  fhould,  for  the  prefent,  have  forgot  any  ma^ 
terial  point,  I  cannot  doubt  your  pardon  to  one  tha{ 
is  with  fo  great  paffion,  and  fo  perfect  a  taith,  my 
lord,  your,  &c, 

To  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jv.ly  20,  N.  S.  1678, 

T  Am  extremely  afhamed,  as  well  as  ferry  to  find 
"*  twQ  letters  before  me  of.  the  16th  and  28th  from 
your  lordfhip,  without  having  the  fatisfaftion  of  giv» 
Uig  you  any  accounts  from  hence  by  the  laft  poft ;  the 
fault  wlierepf  I  muft  needs  lay  iipon  Mr.  Meredith, 
and  leave  him  toexcufe  himfelr  as  well  as  he  can ;  yet 
I  will  fay,  not  to  leflen  that  fault,  but  only  that  miC- 
fortune,  that  I  could  not  have  foynd  very  mvich  to 
\  have  informed  your  lordQiip  from  hence  on  Sunday 
,  laft,  befides  only  the  fub'jeft  of  my  inftruftions,  and 
the  affurance  of  my  having  purfued  them  here.  For 
the  firft,  I  prefum.e  your  lordfhip  had  the  knowledge  of 
them  given  ycti  from  the  fccretary's  office  about  the 
time  of  my  difpatch  •,  and  for  the  other,  I  will  fo  far 
reckon  upon  your  lordihip's  juflice,  as  to  have  be- 
Jicvcd  it  of  me,  whetner  I  gave  you  part  of  it  or  no ; 
however,  finding  myfelf  this  morning  in  pofiefiion  of  ■ 
pne  hour  of  kifure,  after  the  fharpcft  pinch  of  bufi-r 
nefs  ever  Snce  I  came  over,  that  ever  yet.  fell  upon 
me  in  my  life ;  and  not  being  afllired  tiiat  the  fecre-. 
tary's  cjfiice  acquitted  themfclvcs  to  your  lordfhip  as 
they  ought  to  have  done  vipon  this  occafif>n,  and  as,  \ 
;am  furc,  was  the  king's  mtention,  I  will  tell  your 
lordftjip,  that  the  king  having  laid  his  abiblute  com-: 
mands  upon  me,  about  a  month  fince,  to  go  away 
for  !Nimeguen,  and  aflift  there  at  the  conclufion  of  thQ 
pcstf  (which  icemed  then  fo  near)  and  to  ufe  my  beft 
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offices,  that  no  difficulty  Ihould  arife  between  the 
f^rench  and  Spaniards,  and  thereby  the  French  ftiould 
have  no  occanon  left  of  making  any  farther  progrcfs 
of  their  arms  in  Flanders ;  I  fubmitted  to  his  majefty's 
pleafure,  though  I  had  often  refolved,  fince  I  went  laft 
over,  nevertotummy  face  northward  any  more;  but 
I  faw  then  no  other  way  left  of  faving  that  little  which 
remaineth  in  Flanders,  confidering  the  circumftances 
that  played  here  in  Holland,  as  well  as  at  home ;  and 
your  lordftiip  knows  how  long  and  how  often  I  have 
told  you  and  my  other  friends,  that  with  the  lofs  of 
that'country,  all  my  politics  are  ended. 

When  I  was  ready,  and  within  twenty-four  hours 
of  embarking  upon  this  errand,  your  lordfhip's  let- 
ter came  to  his  majefty's  hands,  giving  him  an  ac- 
count of  that  new  incident  from  France,  which  alone, 
in  appearance,  could  have  obftrufted  that  peace,  by 
their  refufing  to  evacuate  the  places  in  Flanders  till 
the  reftitution  in  Sweden :  I  never  faw  the  king  more 
furprized  than  at  this  news,  who  fent  to  me  immedi- 
ately to  acquaint  me  with  it-,  and  I  mud  needs  fay, 
that  I  found  both  the  king  and  the  duke  growing  \o 
angry  upon  it,  that  I  thought  it  my  part  to  temper 
them  as  far  as  I  could,  defmng  them  not  to  reafon, 
or,  at  lead,  not  to  conclude,  upon  a  thing  which  was 
yet  uncertain ;  but,  in  the  firft  place,  to  be  aflured, 
cither  from  the  French  ambaJlador,  or  elfe  from 
France,  whether  that  thing  was  true  or  no  ;  becaufe 
all  fteps  or  refolutions  taken  upon  it  would  be  forced 
to  change,  in  cafe  France  fhould  difown  their  ambaf- 
fadors  at  Nimeguen,  in  what  they  advanced  there 
upon  this  occafion.  His  majefty  v/as  ple^fed  to  fol- 
low this  method,  and  that  very  night  Ipoke  to  mon- 
fieur  Barillon  about  it  •,  but  finding  him  to  own  no 
knowledge  of  it,  and  much  lefs  inftruftions  ujx)n 
it,  and,  indeed,  not  feeming  to  believe  the  thing,  two 
cxpreflcs  were  dilpatched  away  into  France  the  two 
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following  days,  one  by  monfieur  BariUon,  for  his  own 
inftruftion,  and  the  other  by  his  majefly  to  Mr.  Moun- 
tague,  for  his  clear  information  upon  the  point,  with 
orders  to  draw  a  fudden  and  pofitive  anfwer  upon  it 
from  that  court. 

The  day  after,  upon  application  of  the  Dutch  am- 
baffadors,  reprefenting  the  thing  to  his  majefty  in  the 
fame  colours,  and  with  the  circumftances  your  lord- 
ihip  had  done  before,  together  with  the  refolution 
taken  upon  it  by  the  States  their  mafters,  not  to  fub- 
mit  to  luch  a  new  and  unreafonable  impofition,  by 
which  they  were  like  to  lofe  all  the  good  they  pretend- 
ed from  the  peace ;  and  defiring  his  majefty*s  pro- 
teftion  in  it ;  the  king  thought  it  a  matter  of  that 
weight  and  confequence,  that  he  refolved  immediately 
to  difpatch  away  my  lord  Sunderland,  to  know  fuUy 
the  mind  of  France  in  this  matter,  and  with  orders 
not  to  ftay  above  five  days  in  Paris  for  his  anfwer. 
His  lordfhip  was  ready  to  be  gone,  and  within  fix 
hours  of  parting  from  the  town,  when  not  only 
monfieur  Barillon's  exprefs,  as  well  as  his  majcfty*s, 
having  returned  with  an  abfolute  anfwer  from  France, 
that  they  were  refolved  not  to  evacuate  the  towns  ;  a 
fecond  exprefs  arrived  from  Mr.  Mountague,  not  only 
to  confirm  the  former  anfwer,  but  to  let  his  majefty 
know,  that  the  king  of  France  had  defired  Mr.  Moun- 
tague, that  no  perfon  might  be  fent  over  upon  that 
pcccjion ;  fince  it  was  a  thing  in  which  he  was  re- 
folved, and  which  therefore  would  bear  no  reafoning, 
,  Upon  this  difpatch,  his  majefty  immediately  flop- 
ped that  9f  my  lord  Sunderland,  and  refolved  to 
haften  mine,  with  new  inftru6tions  to  affure  this  State, 
how  nriuch  his  majefty  was  furprized  at  this  new  inci- 
dent from  Frn.nce ;  how  entirely  he  approved  their  re- 
folution already  taken  upoa  it,  and  how  firmly  he 
y/a?  refolved  to  ftand  by  them  in  it.  •  I  was  charge4 
iikcwife  v.ith  powers  and  orders  to  conclude  immcdi- 
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atcly  upon  meafures  between  his  majefty  and  this 
State,  in  cafe  of  the  war's  going  on,  provided  I  could 
firft  agree  with  them  in  thefe  three  points :  the  firft, 
of  not  making  the  peace  without  mutual  confent  j  or, 
at  Icaft,  without  the  conditions  of  January  lafl: :  the 
fecond,  a  joining  with  his  majefty  in  the  prohibition 
of  French  commerce  :  and  laftly,  a  concert  of  forces. 
I  could  not  difobey  his  majefty  in  this  fecond  commif- 
fion,  though  I  was  infinitely  difcouraged  by  many  cir- 
cuniftances,  and,  moft  of  all,  by  Mr,  Hyde  and  Go- 
dolphin,  who  told  me  plainly,  that  matters  were  gone 
on  too  far  here  to  be  retrieved  \  at  leaft,  that  they  were 
fure  it  could  never  be  done  without  his  majefty's  firft 
declaring  the  war;  which  he  could  not refolve  upon, 
till  he  was  firft  fure  of  the  mind  of  Holland  in  that 
cafe :  however,  I  came  over,  arid  what  hath  paflcd 
here  will  be  better  told  your  lordjfliip  by  the  Dutch 
ambaffadors  than  by  me,  with  whom  I  know  you 
live  in  confidence,  and  will  do-fo  the.  more  upon  this 
occafion  :  befides,  I  had  rather  leave  it  to  them,  be- 
caufe  I  l^th  want  time,  and  fhould  be  forced  often  to 
fpcak  of  myfelf  in  it,  which  I  ever-  love  to  avoid. 
The  uplhot  of  all  hitherto  is^  that  the  States  feem  to 
refolve  an  immediate  anfwer  fliall  be  given  to  the 
French  ambafladors  laft  memorial  at  Nimeguen,  and 
that  a  pofitrve  anfwer  from  France  fliall  be  defired  by 
the  5th  of  next  month,  upon  the  point  of  evacuating 
the  places  -,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  meafures  fliall 
be  concluded  between  his  majefty  and  this  State,  in 
cafe  of  France^s  perfifting  to  refufe  it ;  and  the  very 
towns  of  Amfterdam,  Leyden,  and  Rotterdam,  as 
well  as  all  the  reft  of  this  province,  feem  abfolutely 
and  unanimoufly  refolved,  in  cafe  of  fuch  a  refufal,  to 
go  on  with  the  war  in  conjunftion  with  his  majefty, 
as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  allies,  and  upon  the  ftrifteft 
meafures  between  them.  This  refolution  I  thought 
WQuld  have  pafled  this  diay  5  but  the  final  refolution  is 
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referred  tiU  to-morrow  morning :  however,  I  would 
not  let  this  poft  go  away  without  telling  your  lord- 
(hip  thus  much,  and  adding,  for  your  better  light, 
that  I  find  the  prince  infinitely  fatisfied  with  the  States 
difpofitions  and  carriage  in  this  whole  tranfaftion  fince 
I  came  over ;  and  that  I  left  the  duke  fo  violendy 
bent  upon  a  war  with  France,  that  he  told  the  king 
publicKly  at  the  foreign  committee,  in  my  hearing, 
the  day  oefore  I  came  away,  after  repeating  feveral 
circumftances  of  the  French  ill  ufage  and  intention 
towards  him,  that  nothing  could  be  more  evident 
than  die  French  defign  of  an  univerfal  monarchy ; 
that  nothing  but  England  could  hinder  it  •,  and  that 
his  majefly,  without  engaging  in  it,  would  hazard  his 
own  crown  and  fafety,  as  well  as  that  of  Chriftendom. 
I  am  ever,  your  lordlhip's  moft  faithful  humble 
'  fervant, 

W,  Temple. 

^0  my  Lord  Trea/urer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  25,  N.  S.  1678. 

^HOUGH  the  other  letter  be  of  a  ftalerdate,  yet, 
•^  upon  pcRifal  again,  I  found  fome  things  in  it 
that  might  be  proper  enough  for  your  lordfliip  to 
know,  and  fo  I  apii  content  to  let  it  go.  I  (hall  only 
here  give  your  lordfhip  joy  of  this  negotiation  at- 
chieved  under  your  minif>!  y ;  which  is  by  all  on  this 
fide  efteemed  a  much  greater  than  another,  whereon  I 
have  known  fome  former  minifters  in  England  value 
themfelvcs  very  much,  though  not  very  long.  That 
which  may  poflibly  make  this  the  more  acceptable  to 
^is  m^jefty,  is  the  evidence  of  fo  much  art  and  in- 
duftry,  with  which  the  French  have  of  late  ufcd  all  the 
pradices  imaginable  to  gain  this  State ;  upon  the  be- 
lief whereof  I  doubt,  they  have  not  confidered  us  the 
jnore,  or  ufed  us  the  better.    For  I  do  not  find,  that 
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the  French  amb.affadors  at  Nimeguen  took  any  notice 
of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  in  the  delivery  of  their  (ate  me- 
morial there  -,  or  that  he  came  to  be  poflefled  of  it 
otherwife  than  from  the  Dutch  ambafladors.  And 
fince  I  came  over,  monfieur  d'Eftrades  has  written  fe- 
veral  letters  to  the  towns  oif  Amfterdam,  Rotterdam, 
Dort,  and  Leyden,  to  perfuade  them  that  the  prince 
of  Orange  and  his  friends  will  have  no  peace :  arid  the. 
penfioner  has  furprized  an  original  letter  from  mon-  • 
fieur  Louvois  to  monfieur  d'Eftrades,  by  which. he 
bids  him  tell  thofe  of  his  correfpondents  in  Holland, 
from  whom 'the  laft  advice  came,  that  in  cafe  they 
gave  him  no  better,  he  would  certainly  ftop  their  pen- 
fions.  The  belt  on  it  is,  the  fore  feems  to  be  broken, 
and  to  have  run  out  fo,  as  to  leave  the  body  more 
healthful  than  before ;  and  if  God  blefe  the  prince  in 
jhis  one  enterprize  of  Mons,  he  will  be  greater  here 
than  ever  any  of  his  anceftors  were  :  I  fuppofe,  one 
good  fruit  more  may  arife  from  this  affair ;  which  is, 
that  I  do  not  believe  any  man  who  fees  the  courfe  of 
/ny  difpatches,  can  think  there  are  any  more  tricks 
in  the  bufinefs  -,  nor  do  I  fee  why  men  fhould  be  fick 
any  longer  of  that  imaginary  difeafe  in  England,  after 
they  are  cured  here.  And  if  the  cure  Ihould  be  wrought 
at  a  time  in  both  places,  the  world  is  fafe,  let  the  war 
go  on  v  if  not,  it  may  be  loft  ftill :  and  I  know  not 
whether  I  fhall  have  charity  enough  to  pray  God  for-r 
give  them  that  prove  the  occafion  of  it.  How  all  this 
is  received  in  court  or  country,  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
)cnow  from  your  lordfhip :  for,  after  all  the  com- 
pliments made  me  here  upon  it,  I  am  from  thence  to 
judge  what  I  may  have  deferved  by  the  infinite,  per- 
petual trouble  and  application  it  has  forced  me  upon 
lince  I  came  over, 

.    I  fend  your  lordfhip  a  copy  incbfed  of  my  difpatch 

■  this  day  to  Mr.  Secretary,  which  Mr.  Meredith  re- 

Ibjves  firft  to  put  into  your  lordfhip's  hands :  and 
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whatever  other  obfervances  you  can  receive  from  him, 
I  am  fure  will  be  rendered  to  your  lordftiip  there  and 
here,  upon  this  and  all  other  occrfions  :  nnoe  he  can 
hkve  learned  nothing  elfe,  in  the  houfe  of  a  perfon 
that  is,  and  ever  fhall  be,  with  a  conftant  and  equal 
paffion  and  truth,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 

To  the  King. 

Hague,  July  25,  N.  S.  1678. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
TLlAVING,  fmcc  my  coming  laft  over,  not  only 
•*^  drawn  all  things  here  to  a  head,  but  this  day 
reduced  them  into  form,  and  figned  a  treaty  with  the 
States,  according  to  my  inflruaions,  upon  their  con- 
fent  to  all  the  four  points  given  me  in  charge ;  I  pre- 
fume  your  majefty  will  find  it  as  much  to  your  latif- 
faction,  as  all  perfons  here  believe  it  to  the  honour 
and  greatnefs  01  your  crown ;  which  is  all  I  fhall  fay 
vpon  a  fubjeft  wherein  I  have  had  fo  much  part  my- 
felf.    However,  you  will  not,  I  hope,  be  difplealed  to 
know,  that  this  af&ir  fo  ended,  las  left  the  prince  o^ 
Orange,  in  his  own  opinion,  a  happy  man  -,  and  in 
all  omers  here,  a  great  prince  once  more :  this  State 
being  more  fallen  in  than  ever  with  his  highnefs,  and 
both  of  them  more  than  ever  into  a  dependence  upon 
your  majefty.     I  pray  God,  you  may  ufe  fo  great  a 
conjuncture  fo  ajs  may  be  moft  for  your  own  glory  and 
felicity,  as  well  as  thofc  of  your  crowns  \  and  then  I 
have  rxij  end  and  my  reward. 

Having  charged  Mr.  Meredith,  your  majefty*s  fe- 
cretary  of  the  cmbafly  here,  with  the  delivery  of  the 
treaty,  and  my  difpatch  to  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon, 
I  could  not  but  give  him  this  occafion  of  laying  him* 
felf  at  your  majefty's  feet,  and  afk  your  pardon  for 
the  long  troubles  I  have  been  forced  to  give  your 
majefty,  fmce  my  arrival  here,  as  well  as  afTure  you  at 
the  fame  time,  that  no  man  alive  can  be  with  a  fin- 
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ccrer  truth  or  greai3er  devotion  tihan  I  am,  and  fhall 
be  ever.  Sir,  your  m^dfty^s  moft  loyal  and  moft  obc-^ 
dknt  fubje£t  and  fervant. 

^0  Mr.  Hyde. 

My  Lord,  H^^e,  July  29,  N.  S.  1678. 

1  Heard  by  your  fervants  here,  that  you  were  grown 
^  to  be  lb  ill  at  court,  as  to  be  gone  down  into  the 
country  to  a  fcurvy  piece  of  land  you  had  bought 
there ;  and  I,  like  a  true  courtier,  upon,  this  news 
would  not  take  the  pains  to  write  to  a  man  whoie 
affairs  went  fo  ill :  but  fofr  fear  *my  intelligence  flK)uki 
prove  asfalfe  as  what  monfieur  d'Eftrades  had  received 
of  late  from  Amfterdam,  and  that  you  Ihould  oot  only 
be  well  at  court  ftill,  but  the  land  you  went  to  fee, 
fhould  pmve  to  be  one  of  the  beft  manors  of  E^ngland, 
I  could  no  longer  omit  affuring  your  excellency  of 
my  humble  fervices,  and  of  tbe  joy  v/hcrewith  I  Ihall 
either  obey  your  commands  here,  or  receive  your  pro- 
te^on  at  Niipeguen,  as  his  majefty*s  order  fh^ll  either 
keep  me  infhispl^e,  or  call  us  both  thither  5  of 
which  I  have  yet  no  certain  profpe<5L 

Now  I  have  made  you  my  fcurvy  complinaents,  if 
you  pleafe,  we  will  leave  them  all  off;  and  in  the 
common  ftyle  of^  friends,  I  will  firft  tell  you,  that  I 
have  had  the  good  luck  to  end  the  bufinefe  with  which 
his  rtiajefty  charged  me  here,  extremely  to  the  prince 
of  Orange's  lati&faiftion,  and  as  much  to  that  of  the 
States ;  excepting  fome  few,  who,  by  fhewing  their 
difcontent  at  it,  have  difcovered  themfelves  to  be  too 
plainly  and  too  deep  in  the  French  intereft,  to  be 
looked  upon  any  longer  as  dealers  here,  'Now  I 
would  be  glad  to  know  from  you,  as  a  friend,,  and  net 
as  a  minifter,  what  is  faid  or  thought  of  it  at  court, 
Wid  whether  they  continue  in  the  mind  I  left  them ;  or 
what  points  the  wind  may  have  tacked  about  lince^; 
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and  whit  my  lord  Sunderland's  btUlnefs  at  prefent  \i 
into  France ;  which  is  the  great  fubjeft  q£  talk  and 
refleftions  here.  I  would  be  glad  likewife  to  know  your 
conje6hires  there,  whether  France  will  come  to  the 
peace  or  no,  without  refufing  any  longer  to  evacuate 
the  towns,  which  is  the  prefent  wager  current  at  Am- 
ftcrdam  •,  and  my  lord  ambaflador  Jenkins,  accprding 
to  the  lights  of  Nimeguen,  wa$  absolutely  <^  opinion 
yefterday  they  would. 

There  never  was  fo  defdate  a  place  as  the  Hague  at 
this  time ;  and  yet  I  was  content  the  prince  fhould  go 
becaufe  I  never  faw  any  body  go  in  lb  good  humour, 
as  both  he  and  all  about  him,  upon  the  condufion 
made  here  the  night  before ;  by  which  his  friends  take 
him  to  make  a  greater  figure  than  ever  he  did  finoc 
he  came  to  the  government :  but  this  will  depend  in 
fome  meafure  too  upon  the  figure  he  will  make  in 
Flanders ;  where  I  have  no  very  good  opinion  of  the 
relief  of  Mons,  upon  the  joining  of  mareichal  Hu- 
mieres  and  Schomberg  with  the  duke  of  Luxemburg  i 
of  all  Which  you  will  fooner  receive  an  account  by 
Flanders  than  from  hence,  where  we  have  had,  finc< 
Monday  laft,  a  perfed  vacation  of  all  affairs ;  fo  that 
you  (hall  have  no  farther  trouble  beyond  the  affiirances 
of  my  being  ever,  and  truly,  ypur,  &€* 

I  gave  Mr.  Meredith  order  to  'Wait  upon  you  from 
me,  and  to  give  you  [any  accounts  you  defired  of  all 
that  had  paflfed  here. 

7(7  Mr.  Godolphm* 

SIR,  Ha^e,  July  ip,  N.  S.  t6j^. 

T  Had  not  time  to  wnte  to  you  by  Mr.  Meredith 

which  was  due  not  only  to  you,  but  to  the  inclofure 

of  a  letter  the  prince  had  given  me  for  you,  upon 

the  afibrance  that  I  intended  to  write  to  you  hj  that 
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difpatch.  All  I  could  do  then,  was  to  order  Mr. 
Meredith  to  wait  upon  you  particularly  from  me,  and 
both  allure  you  of  my  fervice,  and  give  you  an  ac- 
count you  cared  for  being  troubled  with,  of  my  laoe 
negodadon  here.  I  knew  you  were  fo  much  a  friend 
of  the  prince,  as  to  be  glad  of  what  he  was  fa  much 
pleafed,  and  all  about  him  fo  exalted  with  here ;  be- 
caufe  they  never  took  him  to  be  in  lb  great  credit  or 
authority,  as  upon  the  conclufion  of  this  bufmefs; 
and  thereby  the  dependence  of  this  State  being  wholly 
call  upon  England,  which  was  juft  upon  the  point  of 
being  thrown  into  France-,  and  thereby  leaving. the 
prince  in  fuch  a  figure,  as  I  believe  would  have  broke 
his  heart,  if  it  had  proved  without  remedy.  What 
you  fay  or  think  of  it  on  that  fide,  I  am  yet  to  know, 
and  whether  you  continue  in  the  mind  I  left  you,  6t 
how  the  weather  has  changed.  And  though  you  pro- 
mifed  to  have  my  ftatue  fet  up,  if  I  could  bring  this 
State  to  take  their  meafures  with  us  before  we  had  de- 
clared the  war,  efpecially  upon  the  point  of  prohibit- 
ing commerce  -,  yet  after  that  and  all  dther  points  at- 
tained perfeftly  to  his  majefly*s  mind,  I  will  only 
cxpedl  that  you  keep  me  from  being  hanged  up  in 
effigy,  if  all  Ihould  be  changed,  and  my  lord  Sun- 
derland Ihould  have  more  to  do  in  France  than  I  have 
here.  That  is  the  prefent  Hibjeft  of  wife  tp!k  in  this 
place :  and,  as  both  Mr.  Hyde  and  you  concluded 
with  me  at  my  coming  away,  that  one  great  ground 
of  the  ill  and  hafty  paces  made  here  of  late  to  a  peace, 
was,  the  belief  they  were  in  of  ours  in  England ;  fo, 
I  believe,  you  will  conclude. with  me,  that  if  we  let 
this  knot  flip  but  once  more,  it  is  never  to  be  retrieved 
again ;  and  they  will  run  into  France  without  any 
ftop,  upon  a  difdain  of  all  our  cbnduft  in  England, 
and  the  defpair  of  our  proving  conftant  to  their  'in- 
tereft,  or  our  own.  In  Ihort,  the  kmg  is  once  more  at 
the  head  of  all  the  affairs  in  Chriffcendofti  \  -what  iiTe 
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'  he  will  make  of  it  is  in  his  own  hands '  and  thofe  0^ 
his  minifters  and  fervants  that  are  about  him.  Among 
whom,  as  I  know  no  man  that  wifhes  better  at  heart 
to  Ihs  majefty  and  his  kingdoms  than  you  do;  fb,  I 
am*  fure«  no  man  can  wilh  better  to  you,  in  all  points, 
than  I  do ;  nor  more  defire  the  occafions  of  exprefling 
the  fincere  truth  and  pafllon,  as  well  as  efteem,  where- 
with I  am  and  fhall  be  always.  Sir,  your,  &:c. 

To  the  Duke  ofOrmond. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Auguft  i,  N.  S,  1678, 

CINCE  my  arrival  here,  I  have  had  the  hardeft  pinch 
*^  of  bufinefs  that  ever  bcfel  me  in  my  life,  I  have 
Concluded  and  figned  a  treaty  between  his  majefly  and 

.  the  States,  by  which  he  is  obliged  to  enter  into  the 
war,  and  they  to  continue  it,  and  not  make  peace 

.  without  much  greater  conditions,  if  France  does  not 

.  agree  to  thofe  the  States  accepted  (about  a  month  fince) 

by  the  nth  of  this  month.     The  prince  would  not 

'    ftir  till  this  treaty  was  figned,  believing  all  his  own  in- 

terefts,  and  the  greateft  of  the  crown  of  England,  to 

.  depend  iipon  it.  After  it  was  done,  he  went  away 
immediately  to  the  army  •,  a  great  prince  in  all  others 
opinions,  and  a  happy  one  in  hi^  own ;  which  he  had 
been  far  from  in  both  for  fome  months  paft.  The 
French  have  ufed  all  the  artifices  imaginable  to  hinder 
thefe  meafures  between  us,  and  to  take  them  feparately 
with  this  State,  in  our  exclufion,  and  even  that  of 
the  prince  of  Orange.     Their  laft  was  two  days  fince, 

.  by  a  memorial  01  their  ambafladers  at  Nimeguen, 
offering,  that  the  king  of  France  would  advance  him- 
felf  as  far  as.  St.  Quintin,  to  meet  any  deputies  the 
States  would  fend  thither,  and  treat  with  them  in  per- 
fon.  The  States  having  yeftcrday  confidered  with  me 
upon  it,  have  refufed  the  offer  \   defired  a  pofitive 
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anfwer  upon  evacuating  the  places  in  Flanders,  and  let 
the  French  ambafladors  know,  they  fhould  not  be 
.  many  days  en  ieurentier  to  receive  it.  This  is  a  ftrange 
change  of  ftyle  in  the  world,  and  the  king  is  once 
more  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  Chriftendom.  What  ufc 
we  fhall  make  of  this  conjunfture,  is  in  the  ftars : 
your  grace  and  I  will  not  venture  to  guefs,  conlider- 
ing  how  well  we  know  our  court ;  but  I  am  fure  we 
fliall  join  in  our  wilhes  ;  and  mine  Ihall  ever  be  for 
the  good  health  and  good  fonunes  that  ycur  grace 
can  propoie  to  yourfelf ;  fince  no  m.an  can  be  with 
greater  pafTion  nor  truth,  than  I  am,  and  (hall  be 
ever,  my  lord,  your  grace's,  &c. 

To  Mr.  Secretary  WilUamfon. 

SIR,    '  Hague,  Auguft  i,  N.  S.  1678. 

"VT'ESTERDAY,  about  noon,  came  an  exprefs  from 
^  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  bringing  me  the  incloled  me- 
morial, inviting  the  States  to  fend  their  deputies  to  St. 
Quintin,  in  Picardy  -,  where  his  moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jdty  will  in  perfon  meet  with  them.  I  looked  upon 
it  as  a  refolution  in  France  grounded  upon  advices  from 
hence,  as  believing  that  fo  great  a  coudcfcenfion  as 
this  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  colild  not  but  give 
new  life  to  monfieur  Pats  and  his  party ;  that  the 
cffcft  of  it  would  be,  to  draw  this  State  into  a  negotia- 
tion, not  only  fcparate  frorii  all  their  allies,  but  even 
from  all  offices  or  intervention  of  his  majefty,  as.  me- 
diator \  and  make  way  for  fome  of  the  confiderable 
perfons  of  this  State  to  take  particular  meafures  with 
the  court  of  France. 

This  morning  monfieur  Van  Lewen  was  with  me, 
and  we  difcourfed  of  this  new  memorial.  He  faid, 
the  thing  feemed  of  the  fame  piece  with  all  that  had 
come  oflate  from  France ;  and  to  be  all  but  an  amufe- 
ment,  while  he  purfued  the  taking  of  Mons,  and  the 
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hopes  that  this  State  would  ftill  fall  into  fomc  expC(K-» 
ent  in  the  point  of  evacuating  the  places.  That  he 
was  of  opinion,  the  States  would  make  fome  refleftion 
upon  tliis  new  offer  •,  particularly  the  French  ambaf- 
fadors  at  Nimeguen  having  faid  to  the  States,  that,  by 
this  way  of  treating,  /affairs  might  be  more  advanced 
in  twenty-four  hours,  than  in  as  many  days  by  other 
hands.  He  told  me,  that  the  States-General  had  re- 
folved  that  their  commiflloners  for  fecret  affairs  fhould 
come  to  me,  and  afk  my  opinion  upon  this  new  pro- 
pofidon  ;  which  he  (monfieur  Van  Lewen)  dcfircd  to 
linow  before-hand. 

I  told  him,  I  was  jure  fending  to  St.  Quintin  could 
do  no  good  ;  fince,  if  they  were  refolved,  as  he  faid 
they  were,  to  infilt  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  towns 
without  farther  expedient,  that  might  be  better  done 
at  >Jimeguen.  That,  befides,  it  would  be  lefsrefpeft 
to  a  great  king,  to  draw  him  fo  far  in  perfon,  only  to 
receive  a  peremprory  meffage  from  them,  without  in- 
ftrvidions  to  treat,  or  fall  into  temperaments  upon  it. 
That,  thirdly,  fmce  before  the  treaty  figned  with  his 
mnjefty,  they  had  refolved  not  to  fend  to  Paris  nor 
Ghent,  I  thought,  fince  the  treaty  concluded,  they 
could  not  fend  to  St.  Quinrin,  and  thereby  exclude  his 
majcfly  from  any  part  in  the  negotiation,  either  as 
mediator,  or  otherv^'ife,  without  his  majefty's  confent ; 
which  could  not  be  had  but  by  fending  into  England, 
fince  J  had  no  inftru6tions  upon  this  new  incident. 
Th:it  this  could  not  be  performed  within  the  rime 
prefixed  in  the  treaty  of  the  nth  of  this  month: 
and,  therefore,  my  opinion  wa*^,  that  they  fhould 
anlvver  this  mcmoriiil  by  another  lliort  one  from  their 
ainbalfadors  at  Nimeguen,  exprefTmg,  that  they  fhould 
come  to  no  new  negotiations  without  the  communi- 
cation ?nd  confent  of  his  majefty,  with  whom  they 
had  entered  into  meafures  upon  the  late  incident  in  the 
negotiation  of  the  peace.  I  told  monfieur  Van  Lewen, 
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that  this  was  le  grand  &?  le  beau  cbemin ;  and  that  I 
did  not  fee  how  they  could  take  any  other,  confider- 
ing  their  ties  to  his  majefly  and  Spain,  who  had  joined 
them  in  accepting  the  peace. 

Monfieur  Van  Lewen  fell  in  with  my  opinion,  but 
could  not  pretend  to  guefs  what  the  advice  of  the 
feveral  towns  would  be  upon  it :  after  this  he  left  me. 
I  then  began  to  refleft,  what  iflue  this  affair  would 
have  had,  in  cafe  the  treaty  had  not  been  figned  before 
it  came  j  which  it  muft  not  have  been  if  I  had  firfl: 
received  your  orders  of  the  loth  current;  by  which 
I  found  his  majefty  infilled  upon  the  prohibition  of 
commerce  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  treaty  by  parti- 
cular article  or  convention ;  which,  the  prince,  pen- 
fioner,  and  commiflioners  told  me,  could  not  be  any 
ways  hoped  for  from  the  province  of  Holland,  fo  as 
upon  it  the  treaty  muft  of  neceffity  have  demurred ; 
which  imported  as  much  as  the  whole  iflue  of  this 
negotiation,  in  cafe  it  had  not  been  concluded  before 
the  prince  left  this  place. 

While  I  was  in  thefe  laft  thoughts,  and  had  pur- 
fued  my  letter  as  far  as  this  laft  period,  I  received 
yours  of  the  nth,  upon  the  late  treaty's  having  been 
produced  before  his  majefty,  at  a  foreign  committee, 
with  fo  many  faults  laid  to  my  charge  in  this  tranf- 
aftion,  that  I  have  reafon  to  be  as  much  mortified 
as  you  can  wifti  me;  though  you  are  pleafed  to 
fay,  fome  of  the  faults  you  find  ar^  without  prefent 
order. 

The  three  chief  points  you  have  orders  to  except 
to,  and  to  defire  a  change,  or  elucidation  upon  them, 
I  will  anfwer  as  well  as  I  can. 

As  to  that  of  commerce ;  I  was  left,  by  the  large  • 

rjriod  upon  it  in  my  inftruftions,  to  more  liberty  than 
have  taken;  and  the  prince,  penfioner,  and  com- 
miflioners all  aflfured  me,  it  was  not  to  be  gained  by 
convention  before-hand ;  but  would  certainly  follow 
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^  upon  this  refoludon  of  the  States,  and  laft  as  long  a 
the  war :  and  the  prince  took  upon  him  to  hinder  the 
failing  of  it  from  the  emperor,  or  Spain ;  though  that 
claufe  was  put  in  to  keep  them  up  to  the  rigour  of  the 
faid  prohibition. 

For  that  of  the  concert  of  the  forces,  I  tdd  you  the 
commiffioners  faid,  it  would  be  agreed  to  in  verv  few 
days  here  \  and  I  charged  my  fecretary  to  let  you  know^ 
that  they  had  agreed  upon  it,  by  provifion,  in  that 
very  number  of  land  forces  I  had  before  mentioned  : 
and  I  refolved,  upon  the  return  of  the  penfioner  here 
to  town,  to  come  to  a  fpecification  between  us  of  them 
both  at  land  and  fea ;  fo  that  I  could  never  have  ima- 
gined this  as  an  omiflion ;  fince  I  was  tied  to  nothmg 
in  my  inftruftions,  fafther  than  the  proportions  of 
three  to  two. 

For  that  of  the  reftriftion  to  Europe,  I  muft  confefi 
it  a  fault,  fince  you  fay  it  is  found  fo ;  but  I  told  you 
then,  it  was  a  point  I  had  no  light  given  me  in  at  all 
from  you  or  any  body  elfe  in  England :  that  all  the 
praftices  I  had  ever  had  there  confirmed  me  in  it,  as 
well  as  the  penfioner,  who  told  me,  this  State  had 
never  made  any  treaty  that  extended  beyond  Europe. 

Thus,  I  confefs,  I  tljought  I  had  followed  my  in- 
flimftions  upon  all  thefe  points,  and  did  not  aft  with 
fo  much  punftilious  caution  as  I  ought,  it  may  be,  to 
have  done ;  for  the  conjunfture  was  fo  critical,  and  to 
be  concluded  before  the  prince's  going,  or  elfe  to  be 
loft,  which  was  to  decide  whether  this  State  Ihould 
fall  into  a  dependence  upon  England  or  France. 

This  is  a  point  the  French  value,  and  purfuc  at 
another  rate,  of  which  there  needs  no  other  teftimony 
^  ^lian  this  demarche  of  St.  Quintin. 

But  fince  the  greatcft  fervice  I  could  ever  hope  to 
do  his  majefty,  or  the  crown  of  England,  proves  to 
be  a  fault,  I  humbly  afk  his  majefty's  pardon  •,  and  ftiall 
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learn  hereafter  to  tie  myfelf  as  ftriftly  to  my  orders,  as 
a  clerk  of  the  office  ought  to  do,  fince  I  find  fo  fevere 
a  lalh  hang  over  me:  though  I  am,  I'  confcfs,  of 
opinion,  that  no  prince,  or  State,  can  ever  tie  up  fo 
inidtly,  either  a  general  or  an  ambaffador,  or  give 
them  reaibn  to  a6b  in  perpetual  fear,  without  lofmg 
the  greateft  occafions  in  the  world,  cither  in  treaties 
or  in  war.  And  fo  I  end  this  unpleafant  fubjedl,  and 
am^  &c. 

To  Sir  Jofepb  Williamfon. 

S»I  R,  Hague,  Auguft  2,  N.  S.  1678, 

T  AST  night  I  acquainted  the  penfioner  with  what 
"*^  had  pafTed  between  me  and  the  commiflloners, 
and  the  refolution  we  were  come  to ;  which  was,  that 
it  was  not  fit  to  fend  to  St.  Quintin,  and  they  could 
not  do  it  without  the  participation  of  England. 

He  faid,  it  was  very  well ;  and  that  this  artifice  of 
France,  as  it  was  the  laft,  fo  it  was  the  greateft ;  and 
that  we  had  but  this  blow  to  ward :  that  if  our  treaty 
had  not  been  concluded,  he  fhould  have  been  in  pain, 
but  did  not  fear  now ;  and  faid,  the  States  of  Holland 
were  to  aflemble  upon  it  this  morning. 

This  morning  at  five  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
prince,  exprefling  the  ^eateft  pain  in  the  world  upon 
this  laft  memorial  at  Nimeguen  \  defiring  me  to  do  all 
that  was  poflible  to  hinder  any  deputation  to  St.  C>aih- 
tin  or  Ghent,  and  to  ibeak  myfelf  to  all  perfons  here 
that  I  thought  would  be  inclined  to  it.  At  five  the 
penfioner  came  to  me,  and  gave  me  an  account  of  the 
refolution  being  taken  both  in  the  States  of  Holland, 
and  after  in  the  States  General,  upon  the  French  me- 
morial :  that  they  could  not  fend  to  St.  Quintin  or 
Ghent,  having  nothing  at  all  to  propofe ;  that  they 
defired  the  French  anfwer,  pofitive,  upon  the  point  of 
evacuating  the  places  and  figning  the  peace:  that 
B  b  3  they 
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they  Ihould  not  be  many  days  en  leur  entitr  to  receive 
it :  and  this  to  be  fent  to  the  French  ambafladors  at 
Nimeguen,  with  a  private  letter  to  the  Dutch  ambaf- 
fadors,  to  let  them  know,  that  the  nth  of  this  month 
WPS  the  laft  day  they  fhould  be  able  to  attend  their 
anfwe'r. 

He  told  me,  all  this  was  agreed  unanimoufly  at 
laft,  though  fome  infilled  long  upon  writing  a  letter 
to  the  molt  chriftian  king  -,  but  not  that  itfelf,  with- 
out firft  afking  my  confent  to  it ;  deferring  as  much 
as  was,  poffible  to  the  meafures  they  had  taken  with 
England. 

He  was  in  fo  good  humour  upon  this  occafion,  that 
I  thought  I  could  never  have  a  better  to  put  him 
vipon  giving  his  majefty  the  fatisfaftion  you  defiire  in 
thofe  points  of  the  treaty ;  and  fo  I  preffed  him  upon 
it  in  the  way  you  order  mc. 

Upon  the  firft  of  commerce,  his  anfwer  was,  ^'i7 
itoit  mpcjfible  de  le  f aire  par  convention^  mats  quU/  etoit 
aujft  impojjible  que  cela  put  manquer  pendant  laguerrty  &? 
qu^il  nCen  ajfureroity  cette  refolution  des  Btats  ne  pouvoit 
itre  cbangie  fans  une  nouvelle ;  Cf?  il  pouvoit  toujours 
erripecher  cette  nouvelle  refolution. 

For  the  concert  of  forces,  he  faid,  that  by  the  nth 
of  this  month,  when  we  ftiould  fee  whether  it  were 
war  or  peace,  the  States  would  enter  with  me  into  a 
fpecification  of  forces  for  fea  and  land  j  and  that  he 
thought  forty  Ihips  woyld  be  the  utmoft  that .  they 
ihould  furnifh  at  prefent :  that  according  as  occafion 
fliould  happen,  there  would  be  other  concerts  here- 
after. 

For  the  third,  fpr  the  guarantee  mutuelle  bejrond 
.  Europe,  he  faid,  that  he  would  not  fay  p.ofitively,  tha^ 
in  the  treaty,  according  as  you  alledged,  there  was 
not  Rich  a  claufe,  becaufe  of  the  extremity  they  wcps 
in  when  Spain  engaged  with  them  ;  but  confefled  he 
|)ad  tpid  me  this  State  never  engaged  beypnd  Eyropc  \ 
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that  if  it  were  fo,  he  would  ufe  all  the  endeavours  he 
could  to  have  it  done :  but  confidering  the  ftrength 
and  populoufnefs  of  our  plantations,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  French,  he  could  not  believe*  but  that  we 
ftiould  beat  them  wholly  out  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

He  then  defired  me,  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs 
in  the  world,  that  I  would  rej^refcnt  to  his  majefty 
the  flopping,  and  thereby  fpoiling  fo  great  an  affair, 
by  any  difficulties  in  fuch  points  as  thefe :  that  he 
would  write  to  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  if  it  were  not  that  I  told  him,  how  his  majefty 
Kept  the  whole  as  a  fecret  to  all  but  him  and  the 
prince :  that,  for  their  part,  their  ratifications  would 
be  ready  on  Thurfday  next. 

His  majefty  has  the  whole  matter  before  him  ;  and 
I  defire  my  inftruc^lioos  may  be  clear  and  pofitive ;  ' 
which  I  Ihall  not  fail  of  obeying,  I  am,  &c. 

T!o  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Auguft  2,  N.  S.  1678. 

T  Will  not  trouble  your  lordlhip  with  any  thing  that 
■*'  goes  in  my  difpatchthis  poft  to  Mr.  Secretary  Wil- 
liamfon,  becaufe  I  know  you  have  your  fliare  in  it. 
I  will  only  tell  you,  that  after  all  the  applaufes  have 
been  given  me  here  upon  the  perfeclion  of  the  laft 
treaty,  and  among  all  the  accounts  given  this  laft  poft 
from  England,  of  his  majefty's  and  the  general  fatif- 
fa(5tion  upon  it  there,  I  received  a  letter  from  fecre- 
tary  Williamfon,  that  found  twenty  faults  with  it,  and 
allows  nothing  in  it  that  was  good.  I  was  the  more 
furprized,  becaufe  your  lordlhip  had  let  me  know  the 
poft  before,  that  every  thing  ftood  upon  the  fame  foot 
It  did  when  I  left  England  \  and  I  had  obfcrved,  that 
pur  forces  were  fince  come  over  into  Flanders ;  by 
which,  and  by  the  French  demarches  here  and  atNi- 
piegucn,  where  they  take  no  notice  of  his  majefty's 

B  b  4  media* 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


37^        Letters  of  Sir  WiUlam  Temple  ' 

mediation  in  all  that  pafles  between  them  and,  the 
Dutch,  I  concluded  aU  confidence  irreparjibly  Iwoke 
between  us  and  France  -,  efpecially  the  ufage  of  our 
troops  there  fucceeding  their  inftances  about  difband- 
ing  them  at  home.  AH  this  confideted,  I  could  not 
imagine  there  could  have  been  no  good  in  a  treaty  that 
drew  the  dependence  of  this  State  wholly  from  France, 
and  caft  it  upon  England,  in  fuch  a  conjundbure,  and 
about  which  his  majcfty  was  fo  folicitous  when  I  left 
him.  I  concluded  this  muft  be  perfonal  in  fecretary 
Williamfon  i  and  I  have  written  to  him  accordingly, 
and  juftified  myfclf;  as  I  am  fure,  if  there  was  a 
fault,  it  muft  have  been  in  the  lamcncfs  of  his  in- 
ilruftions,  which  no  ambalTador  can  aft  by,  and  upon 
which  I  call  Mr.  Hyde,  Mr.  Godolphin,  and  Sir  Li- 
onel Jenkins  to  witnefs ;  and  your  lordfhip  too,  upon 
this  fmgle  period  in  his  laft  inftruftions  the  poft  before 
laft,  upon  the  time  of  our  declaring  the  war,  which  I 
as  much  prefled  about  here,  and  was  fain  to  fence  off 
as  I  could.     His  words  are  thefe,  of  July  i6th.     *  As 

*  to  the  time  of  his  majefty's  declaring  the  war,  that, 

*  you  know,  is  to  be  taken  upon  the  time  of  the  fign- 

*  ing  the  treaty ;  and  not  at  all  to  depend  on  the  time 

*  fct  for  the  French's  refufal  of  this  farther  offer, 

*  otherwife  than  as  that  ftiall  relate  to  the  concluding 

*  of  the  propofed  treaty  between  his  majefty  and  Hoi- 
'  land.'  My  fecretary  and  I  were  both  very  long  bufy, 
not  to  find  out  the  fenfe,  but  his  own  meaning  of  it, 
and  were  fain  to  give  it  abfolutely  over,  whicn  hap- 
pened to  me  fo  often,  that  it  is  nothing  new  from 
that  hand,  Thefe  laflies  and  mortifications  are  as  little 

'  fo  too,  having  very  often  befallen  me  from  him  \  but 
never  once  from  my  lord  Arlington,  fecretary  Trevor, 
or  fecretary  Coventry,  in  ten  years  fervice  under  their 
correfpondence.  I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  knOw  from 
your  lordfhip,  whether  I  am  miftaken  or  no,  in  believ-. 
ing  this  ufage  perfonal  from  him  -,  for,  if  it  be  from 
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his  majefty,  I  ftiall  take  it  for  another  figii,  and  make 
another  ufe  of  it*  In  the  mean  time^  I  &g  your  k)rd- 
fhip  to  take  care  that  my  infttuftions  may  be  clear 
hereafter,  or,  at  leaft,  intelKgible ;  for  I  am  refolved 
to  do  nothing  without  them,  let  what  will  happen. 
One  thing  more  I  beg  your  lordfhip  to  get  altered  by 
his  majefty's  command,  which  is,  riiat  I  may  have 
conftant  advice,  from  one  of  the  fccretary*s  office,'  of 
all  that  pafles  in  England ;  at  leaft,  what  can  relate  tor 
affairs  here.  I  believe  no  ambaflador  before  ever 
failed  of  at  leaft  a  paper  of  occurrences  every  poft  ; 
and,  in  all  the  time  I  have  been  here,  I  have  not  re- 
ceived one  line  •,  fo  that  1  knew  neither  of  my  lord! 
Sunderland's  going,  my  lord  Feverlham's,  nor  the 
marquis  Burgomaine's,  otherwife  than  by  the  deputies. 
or  other  minifters  here,  much  lefs  of  du  Cros's  over- 
ture in  England,  that  the  towns  fhould  be  reftored  by 
France,  in  cafe  this  State  would  give  their  guaranty- 
that  none  of  the  allies  ftiouH  affift  the  enemies  of 
Sweden.  I  mention  this  becaufe,  though  it  be  as  im- 
practicable as  other  things  of  that  kind  that  have  come 
from  France,  yet  it  has  made  a  great  buz  among  half- 
witted people  here,  when  it  came  to  be  conudered 
upon  this  laft  memorial  of  the  French,  whether  any 
expedient  could  be  offered'  by  Friice  in  the  point  of 
cvacuatmg  the  towns. 

The  wife  conclude  all  to  be  artifice,  and  never  a 
greater,  than  this  offer  of  the  moft  chriftian  king,  to 
come  in  perfon  to  St.  Quintin,  to  meet  and  treat  with 
the  deputies  of  this  State.  They  confider  the  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  king*is  cajoling,  or  his  minifter's 
corrupting  any  that  fhould  go  j  but  chiefly  of  amufing 
thefe  people  fo  far  as  to  break  the  times,  and  thereby 
the  meafures  concluded  with  us.  They  believe  the 
bottom  of  all  to  be  the  amufing  either  us,  or  Holland, 
till  upon  the  approach  of  winter,  and  the  German 
armies  going  into  quarters^  they  may  draw  all  their 
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forces  out  of  Gcrmpy,  and  -  make  one  puih  for  the 
conqiieft  i^f  Flanders.  '  In  the  mean  time,  that  which 
is  fown  by  them  here  with  fuch  indufby,  is  firft,  that 
nothing  can  defend  this  State  and  country  from  all  its 
neighbours  but  France ;  nor,  confequently,  give  them 
perpetual  peace  and  trade:  then,  that  France  can 
never  have  any  defign  upon  their  liberty,  becaufe  they 
can  make  more  ufe  of  their  men  and  (hips,  while  they 
are  great  and  flourifliing,  than  they  can  do  by  their 
growing  weak  and  poor ;  which  muft  follow  the  con- 
quering and  fupprefling  their  liberties.  Then,  that 
they  arc  no  rival  to  them  in  trade,  which  England  is, 
and  mull  ever  be ;  and  that  all  the  danger  to  their 
liberties,  is  from  his  majefty  and  the  prince  of  Orange, 
upon  concert  between  them,  in  relation  to  England 
and  this  country  :  and  now,  laftly,  upon  this  incident 
at  Nimeguen,  they  fay,  it  all  arofe  only  upon  a  vifit 
made  by  count  Oxenftern  \o  the  French  ambafladors, 
when  they  were  ready  to  fign  the  peace,  defiring  them, 
it  might  not  be  done  without  a  provifion  for  Sweden : 
and  that  no  furprize  could  be  greater  than  that  of  the 
king  of  France,  when  he  heard  the  peace  was  delayed 
by  that  incident.  In  Ihort,  they  are  extreme  fenfible 
of  having  made  a  horrible  ill  pace?,  and  would  faii^ 
recover, it,  but  find  it  very  difficult,  and,  I  believe^ 
will  not  be  able,  unlefs  v/e  help  them  \  which,  whether 
^e  fhall  or  no,  your  lordship  beft  knows. 

I  fend  you  the  laft  French  memorial  in  print ;  for 
the  fame  day  they  communicated  it  to  the  Dutch  am- 
bafladors, they  difperfed  numerous  printed  copies 
among  all  th€i<?  provinces.  I  fend  your  lordlhip  like- 
wife  a  pecvliar  printed  fort  of  Gazette,  which  comes 
out  every  poft,  but  only  into  few  and  particular  hands  ^ 
but  this  is  the  Ihrewdcft  pen,  and  the  beft  informed 
that  ever  I  met  with.  I  am  ever,  with  the  fame  paA 
^pn  and  truth,  my  lord,  your^  &c, 
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I  am  very  well  content  his  majefty  may  fee  this 
letter,  and  judge  upon  it,  how  I  am  like  to  ferv« 
him  in  the  circumftances  I  ftand  witlj  the  fecrctary's 
office. 

To  Sir  Jofepb  Williamfon. 

SIR  Hague,  Auguft  5,  N-  S.  1678/ 

'in  H  E  penfioner  having  been  with  me,  I  have  dif- 
^  courfed  him  upon  the  points  which  you  faid  his 
majefly  would  have  infifted  upon ;  and  he  promifcs 
all  the  beil  offices  to  bring  them  about  -,  but  faid, 
that  his  majefty  would  not  be  much  concerned  for  the 
amendments  in  thefe  points,  if  it  were  a  peace  \  which, 
for  his  part,  he  did  not  at  all  doubt  of;  and  therefore 
defired  me  to  endeavour  that  nothing  might  be  ft:irred 
before  the  ratification,  upon  which  he  took  the  peace 
to  depend  I  aflced  him,  what  made  him  think  fo  I 
He  replied,  he  would  tell  me  in  confidence,  that  mon^ 
fieur  Sylvercroon  had  been  with  him  the  day  before,  to 
let  him  know,  that  the  Swedifh  ambafladors  had 
written  to  the  French  king,  to  defire  him  not  to  hinder 
the  peace  of  Chriftendom  any  longer  by  inlifting  upon 
fhe  reftitution  of  Sweden  before  the  evacuation  of  the 
powns  ;  and  that  they  expefted  an  anfwer  from  France 
ppon  it  within  two  or  thi^e  days.  That  hereupon,  he, 
the  penfioner  concluded,  France  yras  refolved  to  make 
f he  peace,  and  evficuate  the  towns  \  for,  he  was  very 
lure,  France  and  Sweden  underfbood  one  another ;  that 
the  laft  made  no  pac^  \vithout  the  direftion  and  con- 
fent  of  the  other.  He  faid,  monfievir  Sylyercroon  had 
fpoken  to  hun  of  it  as  a  thing  done  \  apd  faid  upon 
It,  that  he  hoped  now  the  peace  was  made,  and  tha? 
this  State  would  not  acroche  it  upon  the  neutrality  of 
Cleves  and  Juliers.  That  he,  the  penfioner,  had  told 
Jiim,  that  was  a  point  the  State  had  come  to  no  refo-. 
Jvjtion  ^  but  only  to  order  their  ambaffadors  at  Nir 
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meguen  to  ufe  all  the  moft  preffing  offices  they  could 
widi  the  French  ambaffadors  upon  it ;  but  that  there 
were  four  <rf  the  provinces  refolved  not  to  have  the 
peace  without  it  5  and,  for  his  part,  he  would  cry 
againft  it  all  he  could.  He  defired  to  know  his  ma- 
jcfty's  thoughts  upon  it,  and  that  I  would  write  and 
reprefent  to  his.majefty  the  importance  of  this  master; 
and  that,  m  the  tnean  time^  the  peace  muft  take  its 
courfe  without  it. 

About  nine  o'clock  this  morning  arrived  Mr.  Me- 
redith widi  new  inftruftions  from  hS  majefty,  ground- 
ed upbn  an  intimation  of  monfieur  du  Cros,  as  is  there 
expreffed.  Soon  after  monfieur  du  Cros  himfelf  came 
to  me,  and  told  me  the  whole  ftory  of  his  propofition. 
He  enlarj^d  upon  his  majefty's  great  bounty  to  the 
crown  of  Sweden,  by  yielding  to  every  one  of  the 
points  which  he  had  propofed  to  his  mawefty  in  his 
itietnorial  j  and  concluded  with  the  joy  he  mould  have 
3i>i^  feeing  me  fo  foon  at  Nimieguen,  to  fecond  the  aflu- 
rainces  he  was  to  give  the  Swedifh  amb^adors  upon 
this  occafion. 

I  told  hirti,  that  the  intentions  of  his  journey  and 
fnine  had  already  been  prevented  by  the  Swedilh  am* 
bafladors  having  of  themfclves  made  that  pace  towards 
the  ptace,  which  hfe  pretended  to  bring  them  to  by  his 
majefty's  concdffions.  Upon  this,  monfieur  du  Cros 
looked  extremely  furprized ;  but  recovering  himfelf, 
faid,  he  did  believe  the  letters  he  writ  to  the  French 
ambafladors  the  poft  befbre  he  came  away,  might  have 
had  thateflfeft,  as  to  make  them  do  the  thing  before 
he  cilme :  but  it  was  dans  le  veue  de  quelque  cbofe  quails 
efperoient  ^Angleterre :  but,  by  comparing  times,  I 
found  that  could  not  be. 

He  feemed  Very  unrefolved  upon  all  thefe  difcouries, 
whether  he  fhould  go  to  Nimeguen  or  not ;  and  aiked 
me,  what  I  intended  to  do  ?  I  anfwered,  I  fhould 
not  refolve  toftir,  without  firft  giving  an  account  to 
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court  of  the  matter  as  it  ftood.     So  we  parted,  and  he 
went  about  five  this  afternoon  towards  Nimeguen. 

I  cannot  but  take,  notice,  that  fome  of  his  majefty's  ^ 
concellions  in  du  Cros's  memorial  are  of  as  great  im* 
portance  as  can  be  to  the  crown  of  England :  as  the 
third  and  fourth,  concerning  the  liberty  not  only  of 
levying  our  mariners  and  foldii^s,  but  of  buying  our 
Ihips  and  men  of  war. 

What  cfFeft  monfieur  du  Cros*s  difcourles  may  have 
here,  I  cannot  tell,  as  to  the  peace ;  but  as  to  his  ma- 
jcfty*s  meafures  and  intentions  to  it,  they  have,  I  am 
fure,  had  a  very  ill  one.  For  my  part,  I  neither  un- 
derftand  the  counfels  upon  which  they  were  grounded, 
nor  will  pretend  to  judge  of  the  event. 

About  feven  in  the  afternoon,  I  fpoke  with  the  pen- 
fioner  again,  and  communicated  to  him  my  new  in- 
ftruftions.  He  laid,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  as 
to  the  neutrality  of  the  enemies  of  Sweden,  nor  as  to 
thofe  of  the  allies,  who  accepted  not  the  peace  with 
France.     Then  he  faid,  the  State  had  fent  to  Nime- 

fuen  their  anfwer,  by  which  they  could  not  fend  to 
t.  Quintin ;  and  upon  the  communication  of  it  to 
the  French,  monfieur  Colbert  had  fallen  into  the 
greateft  emportement  in  the  world,  and  particularly 
againft  monfieur  Beverning, 

Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  writes  me  word,  that  the  French 
take  fo  little  notice  of  his  majefly*s  mediation  there, 
that  he  has  not  heard  one  fyllable  from  them  fince  they 
gave  him  their  conditions  of  the  14th  of  April.  I  fend 
Mr.  Aglionby  away  with  this  difpatch,  confidering  the 
importance  of  it :  befided,  that  this  gentleman  hav- 
ing attended  the  whole  motion  of  this  affair  ever  fince 
my  coming  over,  will  be  able  to  give  his  majefty  a 
very  particular  account  of  all  the  fteps  that  have  been 
made  in  it,  and  of  all  that  can  be  known  from  this 
fcene.    I  am  ever,  &c. 
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From  Penfioncr  Fagel.      DeparkPenfwmaireFagel 


H 


Hague,  Auguft  6,  1678. 
SI  R, 

HAVING  well  confidcred 
the  orders  which  your  ex- 
cellence communicated  to  me 
by  direftion  of  the  king  your 
mafter,  and  knowing  that  this 
State  will  never  put  the  iffbe 
of  the  peace  upon  the  foot 
of  the  neutrality  of  Cleves; 
and  that  you  have  no  orders 
in  this  point  from  the  king 
your  maftcr:  that  this  Slate 
will  not  carry  on  the  war  with 
vigour,   without  the  exceed- 
ing unrcafonablenefs  of  France 
in  refufing   to   evacuate  the 
places,  Be  made  appear,  as  it 
will  when  Sweden  hasconfcnt- 
cd  to  it :  that  the  king  your 
mafter  alfo  will  not  concur  in 
carrying  it  on  but  on  this  condi- 
tion, as  appears  plainly  by  this 
ftep,   and  by  the  difficulties 
which  your  court  have  made  to 
ratify  the  treaty,  without  fuch 
alterations  as  can  never  be  con- 
fcnted  to  here :  that  du  Cros  is 
well  acquainted  with  your  in- 
ftruAions  :  and  that   Sylver- 
croon  has  already  publifhed 
what  they  are  here,  as  the  other 
is  going  to  do  at  Nimeguen  ^  and 
that,  perhaps,  with  fome  cir- 
cumftances  worfe  than  they  re- 
allycontain:  tliatSwedenfeem- 
.   ing 


Ala  Haye,  le  6  Aouji,  1678* 
Monjieur^ 

j^Tant  conjideri  Us  ordres 
"^^  que    voire     excellence 
nfa  communiquce  de  la  part 
du  roy  voire  mattre  £sf  voy^ 
ant  que  cet  Eiat  n^ acrocbera 
pas  la  paixfur  la  neutralite 
de  Cleves^  6?  que  vous  tCa- 
vez  pas  aucun  ordre  la  def- 
fus  de  la  part  du  roy  votre 
mattre  \    que  cet  Etat  ne 
foutiendra  pas  la  guerre  a- 
vec  vigueuTy  fans  que  la 
France  foit  mife  dans  fon 
dernier  tort  par  les  refus  ^- 
evacuer  les  places y  ce  qu^ar- 
river  a  quand  la  Suede  y  au- 
ra conjenti :  que  la  roy  vo- 
tre  maitre  ne  le  fera  pas 
aujjifans  c(la^  comme  ilpa- 
roit  par  cette  demarche^  &f 
par  Us  difficultez  que  voire 
cour  a  fait  de  ratifier  U 
traite^  fans  des  changemens 
qu'on  ne  peut pas f aire  icy: 
que  du  Cros  a  fcH  votre  de- 
pecbe^  ts?  que  Sylver croon  Pa 
deja  debiti  ici  comme  Fau- 
tre  vafaire  i  Nimegue^  (^ 
avec  de  circonfiances  pit  etre 
plus  mauvaifes  qiiil  ne  con-- 
tient:  que  la  Suede  femblant 
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ing  wilUng  already  to. bate 
fomething  of  their  pretenfions, 
and  France  therefore  appearing 
ttefirous  to  make  the  peace ;  it 
is  for  the  fervice  of  this  State 
to  owe  the  doing  of  it  rather 
to  England,  which  will  ferve 
to  continue  and  ftrengthen  our 
mutual  obligations  after  the 
peace;  which  is  a  matter  of 
the  laft  confequence  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  majefty,  of  this 
State,  and  of  the  prince.  ,For 
all  thefe  reaFons,  1  think  it  ab- 
folutely  necefTary  for  the  ge- 
neral good  of  Chriftendom, 
and  for  the  common  intereft  of 
each  nation,  that  your  excel- 
lence fliould  without  delay 
repair  to  Nimeguen,  according 
to  the  orders  you  have  receiv- 
ed. I  am  your  excellency's 
mod  humble  and  moft  obe- 
dient fervant, 

Gafp.  Fagel. 


dejafe  deport er  de  leurs  pre* 
tenfions^  (^parli^  la  France 
paroijfant  de  vouloir  faire 
la  patXy  il  fera  bon  que  cet 
Etat  aye  encore  cetie  obliga- 
tion a  rjngleterre^  ce  qui 
fervtra  a  continuer  les  liai^ 
fons  entre  nous  apres  la  paisC^ 
qui  eft  une  cbofe  de  la  def- 
niere  importance  pour  les  in-- 
terits  de  fa  majefte^  cet  £- 
tat^  6?  le  prince.  Je  croy 
pour  toutes  ces  raifons,  qu^il 
eftabfolumentneceffaire,  tant 
pour  le  bien  comntun  de  la 
Cbretiente^  que  pour  leurs 
interStSy  que  votre  excel- 
lence  parte  au  plutot  pour 
NimeguCy  enfuite  des  ordres 
qtCelle  a  receu.  Jefuis^  de 
V.  E.  le  tris  bumble  fcf  tres 
obetjfdnt  ferviteur^ 

Gafp.  Fagel. 


To  Sir  "Jofeph  Williamfon. 

SIR,  Nimeguen,  Auguft  9,  N.  S.  1678. 

TN  humble  obedience  to  his  majefty's  exprefs  com- 
^  mands,  I,  Sir  William  Temple,  came  hither  at 
fcvcn  a  clock  laft  night:  immediately  upon  my  arri* 
val,  monficur  de  Balba  fent  to  know,  whether  he 
might  make  me  a  vifit,  which  I  confented  to,  and  he 
came  accordingly. 

His  difcourfe  confifted  of  his  hopes  that  I  brought 
a  good  peace  along  with  me ;  his  defircs  to  hear  whe- 
ther  the  treaty  at  the  Hague  were  ratified  or  no;  and 
his  complaints  that  the  French,  notwithftanding  the 
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Swedes  having  defifted,  yet  (till  refilled  to  fign  the 
peace.  That,  for  his  part,  he  could  not  be  forry  for 
it ;  for  though  he  fhould  have  figned  it,  if  they  had 
confented,  yet,  after  having  figned  a  peace  fodeftrudivc 
to  ChriftendcMn,  he  ihould  have  retired  himfclf  from 
aU  public  bufinefs  for  the  reft  of  his  life. 

Upon  the  enquiring  the  occafion  of  my  coming,  I 
told  him,  as  I  have  done  every  body  elfe,  that  having 
been  affurcd  at;  the  Hague,  that  the  Swedes  here  having 
3efifted  from  the  prctenfions  of  being  rcftored  before 
the  evacuation  of  the  places ;  and  the  French  having 
always  profeiibd  that  difficulty  to  have  been  raifed 
wholly  upon  their  occafion ;  I  made  no  queftion  but 
the  peace  would  be  immediately  figned  \  and  there- 
upon came  hither  upon  his  m^efty^s  orders,  that  I 
ihould  be  prefent  at  the  conclufion  of  it. 

Upon  the  marquis's  going  out,  my  collei^e  Sir 
lionel  Jenkins  came  in  to  me ;  and  beuig  furprized  at 
the  unexpeftednefs  of  my  arrival,  and  1  afkmg  him 
whether  he  knew  nothing  of  it  ?  he  faid,  nothing,  but 
from  the  talk  of  a  confident  man  lately  arrived  here, 
who  had  given  out  he  had  brought  the  peace  in  his 
pocket,  and  orders  for  Sir  William  Temple  to  come 
with  him  at  Nimeguen.  ^ 

Hereupon  I  fliewed  my  colleague  my  inftruftions, 
which  you  lafl:  fent  me,  grounded  upon  monfieur  du 
Cros'a  propofition :  he  told  me  the  thing  was  done 
before  I  came :  that  the  Swedes  had  not  only  defifted 
from  their  pretenfions ;  but  that  the  French  had  owned 
it  in  their  memorial  on  Sunday  lail,  and  declared,  that 
upon  it  their  mafter  defifted  from  detaining  the  towns : 
but,  however,  that  he,  my  colleague,  did  not  find 
the  peace  was  much  the  nearer,  fince  the  French  am- 
bafladors  did  ftill  refufe  to  fign  it,  and  perfifted  that 
the  Dutch  fliould  iend  to  treat  and  conclude  it,  either 
with  the  king  their  matter  in  pcrfon,  or  with  the  de^- 
pOties  at  Ghent :  whereupon,  confulting  with  my  ocA^ 
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league,  we  concluded  together,  that  we  fhould  not 
fay  any  thing  to  the  Swedilh  ambaffadors  of  what  your 
laft  inftruftions  imported,  unlefs  they  fpoke  to  me  of 
it,  and  fecmed  to  expeft  it  from  me ;  in  regard  that 
whatever  his  majefly  intended  fhould  be  done  by  the 
Swedes,  towards  the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  had  been 
already  fully  done  by  them :  and  that  no  declaration 
of  his  majefty*s  inftruftions  to  me  was  meant,  or  could 
tend  to  this  new  difficulty  raifed  by  France,  about  the 
Dutch  deputing  to  the  moft  chriftian  king,  or  to  liis 
deputies  at  Ghent. 

The  next  vifit  I  received  was  at  nine  this  morning 
from  the  Danifh  ambaflador,  whofe  difcourfe  was 
chiefly  upon  the  occafion  of  my  journey  hither  j  upon 
the  ground  it  may  give  to  the  Dutch,  of  receiving 
otherwife  this  propofal  from  France,  than  they  might 
poffibly  have  done  if  I  had  been  at  the  Hague  i  upon 
the  liberty  monfieur  du  Cros  had  taken  here,  of pronin^ 
the  inftrudlions  he  brought  from  his  majefly,  and  the 
credit  he  had  at  our  court  -,  which  he,  the  ambaffador, 
thought  very  ftrange,  confidering  what  he  pafled  for 
at  theirs,  where  he  was  fufficiently  known.  And 
thereupon  he  gave  me  a  charadter  of  the  man,  which 
I  will  not  trouble  you  with. 

After  the  Dane's  leaving  me,  the  Swedifh  ambaffa- 
dors came  in :  their  difcourfe  confift:ed  in  valuing  the 
generous  pace  they  had  made,  of  defifliing  from  their 
pretenfions,  fince  thofe  alone  feemed  fo  much  to  retard 
the  peace. 

They  faid,  that  though  they  reckoned  upon  the 
good  offices  of  Holland  after  the  peace,  ^s  well  as 
upon  the  affiftances  of  France  towards  their  reftitution, 
yet  their  chief  confidence  was  in  the  ^ood  mtentions  of 
his  majefty  towards  their  crown ;  of  which  they  had 
received  lb  good  teflimonies  upon  all  occafions. 

Hereupon  they  began  to  difcourfe  of  the  lafl:  French 
memorial ;  and  made  their  particular  refleftions  upon 
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two  paflfages  in  it.  The  firft,  that  France  feemed  tb 
intend  that  thcjr,  the  Swedes,  (hould  owe  their  reftitu-' 
tion  to  the  meafures  that  France  (hould  take  with 
Holland  upon  that  occafion ;  whereas  their  chief  hopes 
were  from  his  majcfly ;  and  they  had  very  little  from 
Holland,  befides  their  common  offices,  after  the  peace 
was  made.  The  ntxt  was  from  the  laft  words  of  the 
memorial  -,  by  which  it  appears,  that  France  intended 
to  treat  and  conclude  the  peace  with  the  deputies  of 
the  States  in  a  place  where  there  was  fike  xx>  be  no* 
minifter  from  Sweden  ;*  which^  they  fay,  they  did  not 
very  well  underftand ;  nor  thought  they  had  reaibn  to 
be  fatisfied  with  what  the  French  ambafladors  told 
them  upon  it,  that  the  king  their  mafter^s  intention' 
was,  the  peace  fhould  be  figned  at  Nimeguen,  though 
it  were  concluded  at  St.  Quintin. 

All  that  I  anfwered  to  thefe  difcouries  wias  my  com- 
pliments upon  the  declaration  they  had  made,  of  de- 
fifting  from  their  pretcnfions,  rather  than  hindering  the 
peace  of  Chriftendoni ;  and  the  affurandes  that  I  had 
orders  to  give  them,  of  his  majefty's  good  intentions 
towards  their  crown.  And  here  our  dilcourfe  was  like 
to  end  •,  when  I  refolved  to  make  ibme  mention  of 
monfieur  du  Cros,  to  find  out  what  they  would  fay 
upon  it ;  and  what  the  true  ground  had  been  of  hi? 
journey  and  mine  hither. 

I  told  them,  that  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  found  the 
peace  ready  to  be  figned  here  when  I  came :  for,  be- 
fides the  aflurances  the  penfioner  had  given  me  and 
monfieur  Sylvercroon,  at  the  Hague,  of  their  excel- 
lencies having  defifted  from  their  pretenfions,  whicli 
had  difficuked  the  peace,  I  heard  that  monfieur  du 
Cros  had  laid  upon  the  way  hither,  that  he  carried  the 
peace  in  liis  pocket,  and  that  he  brought  exprefs  orders 
to  tliem,  the  Swedes  ambafladors,  which  they  had  not 
before. 
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^onfieur  Oxenftem  faid  very  gravely  to  this, 
^Jfeuriment  nines  n^avonspas  agipar  desordres  qui  nous 
cnt  et(  partes  par  Mr.  du  Cros :  but  monfieur  Olive- 
xransj  fmilingj  faid,  Monjieur^  pour  ce  qui  eft  de  la 
vanite,  il faut pardonner  amonjieur duCros^  puifquevous 
.favez  qi^il  eft  gar f on.  1  told  them  hereupon,  that 
monfieur  du  Cros  had  told  both  me  and  monfieur  du 
Sylvercroon,  that  the  declaration  made  by  the  Swedifh 
ambafiadors  here  had  beeh  grounded  upon  the  aflur- 
ances  that  his  majefty  had  given  particularly  to  mon- 
fieur du  Cros,  in  England.  Monfieur  Olivecrans  re- 
plied a  little  warnlly,  Monfieur^  vous  me  pardonneras^ 
cela  aetefonde  fur  les  ajfurances  que  le  roy  nfa  donnis 
devant  que  de  partir  de  Londres. 

By  thefe  lights,  I  fiippofe,  you  will  be  able  to  un- 
riddle better  than  I  can  do  here,  what  h^th  been  the 
true  bottom  of  all  this  intrigue. 

After  the  Swedes  left  me^  the  Dutch  ambafladors 
came  in  •,  and  prefently  after  them,  as  we  had  coil-* 
certed  together,  came  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins.  They  fell 
prefently  into  difcburfe  of  the  laft:  French  memorial ; 
in  which,  they  faid,  they  ciould  find  little  more  than 
in  the  former,  but  that  it  was  a  tranfpofition  of  words. 
For,  whereas  they  had  faid  before  they  would  not 
evacuate  the  towns  without  refl:itution  to.  Sweden, 
they  now  fay  they  will  evacuate  the  towns ;  but  they 
will  firft:  treat  and  agree  with  the  Ehitch  about  the 
fatisfa6tion  of  Sweden. 

They  faid,  the  firft  period  was  clear,  and  that  upon 
it  they  offered  to  fign  the  peace  :  but  the  French  re-^ 
fufed,  faying,  that  though  their  memorial  confifted  of 
three  periods,  yet  they  were  to  be  toktnpour  une  ckofe 
toute  c^unefuite. 

The  next  remark  they  made  was  upon  the  words 
toutes  les  places^  in  the  firft  period  \  which  word  toutes^ 
they  found,  upon  fcarch,  never  to  have  been  in  any  of 
their  memorials  or  letters  before.   And  they  obfcrved 
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the  meaning  of  it  might  be,  that  though  they  defifted 
from  the  defign  of  retaining  all  the  places,  yet  they  did 
not  from  thatof  retaining  fome  of  them :  and  the  words^ 
if  you  pleafe  to  obferve  them,  feem  to  bear  it. 

Monfieur  Beverning  faid  farther,  that  when  \\6 
offered  to  fign  the  peace,  and  faid  that  they  (hould  not 
be  many  days  longer  at  liberty,  a  caufe  de  Iturs  engage- 
mens :  the  French  replied,  Vousv$us  fiez  a  vos  engage- 
ntensy  meffteurs ;  £sf  ie  toy  a  deux  cent  mille  bommes 
qu'il  a  bien  paye.  They  told  them  farther,  that  his 
majefty  hath  fuch  treaties  with  France,  that  would  keep 
him  from  performing  ce  que  monfieur  Temple  a  JiipuU 
ii  la  Haye.  Whereto  monfieur  Colbert  added,  Et 
pour  quay  monfieur  Temple  ne  vknt-Hpas  ?  Ua  les  ordres 
du  roy  fon  maitre  de  revenir  icy^  auffi  ne  fait-il  a  la  Haye 
que  du  maL 

After,  they  concluded  that  the  defign  of  France  was 
to  draw  this  bufmefs  into  a  particular  negotiation  be- 
tween them  and  the  States,  without  either  the  Swede 
of  the  one  fide,  or  their  allies  of  the  other ;  and  with- 
out England  too  -,  and  by  that  means  to  hinder  them 
from  the  afljftance  either  of  their  allies  or  of  us.  That 
by  thefe  memorials  about  deputations-  to*  France,  and 
by  their  artifices  in  fcattering  copies  of  them  as  foon 
as  they  were  delivered,,  they  hoped  to  prevent  the  mea- 
fures  between  us  and  Holland  ;  and  to  draw  out  time 
while  they  puriiied  the  fiege  of  Mons,  and  while  Eng- 
land ftiould  grow  weary  of  keeping  up  their  forcea; 
which  they  knew  a  parliament  would  not  be  willing  to 
pay  for  a  peace,  though  they  would  for  a  war.  Mr. 
Haran  added,  iln^y  a pitfonne fi cvcugle  qui  nevoil  tern 
ces  artifices.  They  bodi  wiflied  very  much  that  I  Sir 
William  Temple  were  now  at  the  Hague,  bccaufe  they 
doubted  what  efieft  this  memorial  of  France  might 
have  upon  them  there  when  they  ihould  fee,  in  the 
firlt  period  of  it,  a  declaration  of  the  French  to  eva- 
cuate the  towns,  but  not  confider  that  which  follows. 
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The  firft  vifxt  I  Sir  William  Temple  received  this  af- 
temoon  was  from  count  Kinfki ;  whofe  chief  difcourfe 
was  in  extolling  the  force  of  England,  which  had  ap- 
peared fo  much  in  his  majefty's  late  arming  fo  power- 
fully in  fo  fhort  a  tim.e ;  faying,  that  if  the  king  pleafed 
he  was  arbiter  of  the  world,  and  might  be  fo  of  this 
peace  here,  if  he  thought  fit. 

That  for  their  part  (meaning  the  Imperial  ambaflli- 
dors)  in  it,  all  that  he  would  fay,  was,  that  they  were 
fcnt  thither  pour  trailer^  fcf  non  pas  pour  recevoir  des 
loix ;  but  that  the  French  underftood  it  otherwife ;  and 
that  nothing  had  paflcd  between  them,  fince  the  French 
publifhed  tne  conditions  upon  which  they  would  make 
the  peace  in  the  beginning  of  April  laft  :  lince  which 
time  they  had  often  offered  to  treat  upon  them,  but 
the  French  excufed  themfelves  ;  and,  for  their  parts, 
they  were  refolved  not  to  receive  thofe  conditions  with- 
out treating  upon  them. 

Next  to  count  Kinfki  cametometheBrandenburgh 
ambafTadors,  whofe  difcourfes  were  either  compliment, 
or  politic  upon  the  affairs  of  Holland ;  how  near  the 
prince  was  being  abfolutely  lofl  there  about  three 
months  ago ;  and  how  much  he  was  recovered  fmce 
this  lafl  incident  from  France,  about  the  evacuating  of 
tTie  towns. 

The  next  hours  of  five,  fix,  and  feven  this  after- 
noon were  given  to  the  three  French  ambafladors, 
who  had  been  the  laft  to  demand  it  of  me ;  having 
been  yeflerday  out  of  town  at  my  arrival.  All  paflTed 
with  a  great  compliment  and  kindnefs  •,  befides  which, 
monfieur  d'Eftrades  endeavoured  to  fhew,  that  all  the 
finceritv  in  the  world  had  been  of  his  mailer's  fide, 
but  that  all  had  been  artificial  on  the  part  of  the  States ; 
but  efpecially  on  monfieur  Beverning's,  who,  he  faid, 
was  trop  habile  bomme^  and  always  found  fome  fpecious 
thing  or  other  to  hinder  the  peace ;  by  which  the 
C  c  3  French 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


39©         Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple 

French  found  that  the  States  abfolutely  had  no  mind 
to  it,  how  much  foever  his  matter  defires  it. 

Monfieur  Colbert's  whole  difcourfe  was,  how  the 
incident  touching  the  towns  proceeded  wholly  fmxt\ 
monfieur  Oxenftern ;  how  the  moft  chriftian  kingcould 
not,  in  honour,  refufc  it  to  an  ally  -,  thovigh  he  (mon- 
fieur Colbert)  thought  it  much  againft  his  mailer's 
ihtereft,  and  more  againft  that  of  Sweden :  that  his 
mafter  had  defifted  immediately  upon  the  Swedes  de- 
fifting  by  their  declaration,  which  was  made  to  them 
here,  July  26th,  N.  S. 

This  made  me  refleft  upon  what  monfieur  du  Cros 
would  hay^  fold  fo  dear  to  his  majefty,  after  that  the 
Swedilh  ambafladors  had  given  the  point  here,  and, 
as  monfieur  Olivecrans  faid,  upon  the  affurances  his 
majefty  had  given  him  before  he  came  laft  from  Lon- 
don -,  but,  as  others  interpret  it  here,  from  the  fears 
that,  in  caft  the  war  went  on  this  fummer,  the  Dutch 
would  lend  their  fleet  to  the  allies  to  beat  the  Swedes 
clearly  out  of  Pomerania. 

I  remember  nothing  in  monfieur  d'Avaux*s  vifit, 
befide  the  ordinary  things  that  paflcd  in  thofe  of  his 
poUcagues. 

About  eight  o'clock  the  Dutch  ambafladors  came 
to  us  both  a  fecond  time,  and  faid,  they  had  orders 
from  their  mailers  to  commimi^ate  to  us  the  anfwer 
they  had  newjy  received  from  them  to  the  French 
memorial  of  Sunday  laft ;  which  was,  in  fliort,  that 
they  were  ready  to  fign  the  peace,  and  (hould  be  fo  till 

fj-morrow  was  paft :  after  which  they  ftiould  be  at 
iberty  no  longer,  in  regard  of  their  engagements  with 
his  majefty :  but  that  if  they  (the  French  ambafla- 
dors) would  fign  the  peace,  vheir  mailers  the  States, 
nfter  it  was  figned  (to  ftiew  their  refpcfts  to  the  moft 
chriftian  kinp;)  would  fend  iheir  ambafladors  not  only 
\o  St.  Quuitin,  but  to  Paris. 
'  "      -  "       '  The. 
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The  time  being  thus  fhort,  and  expiring  to-morrow 
at  twelire  at  night,  they  told  us,  they  ftiould  go  ftraight 
from  us  to  acquaint  the  Prench  ambaffadors  by  word 
of  mouth  with  this  anfwer  of  the  States  -,  intending 
to  give  it  to  them  to-morrow  more  extenfively  in 
writing.  We  are  always.  Sir,  your  moft  faithful 
^ymb&  fervants, 

W.  Temple, 
L.  Jenkins, 

^Q  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon.    . 

SIJl,  Hague,  Auguft  16,  N.  S.  1678. 

^^  N  Saturday  laft,  in  the  evening,  I  received  yours 
^^  of  the  30tn  paft,  atNimeguen,  with  his  majefly's 
orders  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  late  treaty 
here  j  upon  which,  you  are  pleafed  to  fay,  his  majefty 
put  fo  much  weight.  I  found  upon  computation,  that 
yefterday,  being  Monday,  was  the  laft  day  allowed  for 
the  exchange  of  the  faid  ratifications ;  and  refolved  to 
jpart  by  three  o'clock  next  morning,  that  I  might  not 
fail  of  arriving  here  in  time  j  which  I  did  about  feven 
o'clock  yefterday  morning,  after  having  been  all  night 
jupon  the  way.  I  immediately  fpoke  with  the  penfioner, 
and  acquainted  him  with  my  cxrders  to  exchange  the 
ratifications^  and  of  what  yo^  command  me  to  let  him 
know  here  of  his  majeft/s  intention'  upon  it ;  which 
was,  that  I  fhould  ftill  endeavour  to  procure  an  amend- 
ment of  thofe  points  in  the  treaty,  againft  which  his 
majefty  has  made  exception  \  though  he  had  not  thought 
fit  to  delay  the  ratification  upon  it,  both  for  the  infinite 
confequence  of  the  bufinefs,  and  his  great  zeal  to  fup- 
port  the  interefts  in  queftion ;  upon  which  grounds  he 
had  chofen  rather  to  rely  upon  the  States  for  obtainmg 
thofe  points  after  the  ratification,  than  to  delay  it  upon 
them. 

The  penfioner  feemed  extremely  pleafed  that  the 

ratifications  are  come,  and  that  I  had  orders  to  exchange 
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them  ;  which  he  defircd  might  be  done  in  form  at  ten 
o'clock.  As  to  the  points  Itill  infifted  on,  he  faid,  he 
would  not  fail  of  acquainting  the  States  with  them  at 
fuch  times,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  he  thought  would 
conduce  moft  to  the  fuccefs  of  them,  and  thereby  to 
his  majefly's  farisfaftion ;  though  he  c6nceived,  fince 
a  peace  was  like  to  follow,  his  majefly  would  find  no 
neccflity  of  infilling  upon  them  for  the  prefent ;  and 
his  majefty's  ratification  would  have  much  more  force 
and  credit  here,  if  it  came  barely  to  the  States  without 
thofe  drcumftances,  after  the  tears  they  had  been  in 
of  his  majefty^s  not  ratifying  the  treaty. 

After  this  he  fell  immediately  to  fpeali  of  the  peace 
that  had  been  lately  figned  at  Nimeguen ;  and  with 
great  trouble  in  his  face,  and,  I  believe,  at  heart,  when 
1  faid,  Ilfaut  avoiier  qu^elle  tfi  belle^  principalement 
ayant  itefigniefans  VEfpagne ;  he  replied,  it  was  true ; 
but  that  this  laft  would  never  have  been  done  without 
monfieurdu  Cros's  journey,  and  his  debiting  both  here 
and  at  Nimeguen,  that  his  majefty  was  refolved  not  to 
come  to  a  rupture  with  France  •,  but  had  taken  his 
meafures  abfolutely  with  them  upon  the  peace ;  and 
that  orders  were  fcnt  over  to  my  lord  Sunderland  to 
that  purpofe.  I  told  him,  I  dilcovered  by  my  going 
to  Nimeguen,  that  all  the  bufmefs  of  monfieur  du  Cros 
had  been  only  an  intrigue  of  his  own  j  and,  I  believe, 
a  furprize  upon  his  majefly :  that  I  had  thereupon 
never  faid  one  word  to  the  Swcdifh  ambafladors  there 
of  his  majefty's  warranting  the  neutrality  of  Spain, 
.  or  any  thing  elfe  contained  in  the  difpatches  received 
from  England  with  monfieur  du  Cros  \  but  had  made 
that  advantage  of  my  journey,  as  in  great  meafure 
to  take  away  the  ill  impreffions  which  had  been  given 
them  of  his  maje%*s  conduft  by  du  Cros*s  difcourfes, 
and  the  French  ambafladors  upon  them.  He  fecmed 
to  be  extreme  glad  of  both  thefe  points,  ^nd  faid,  he 
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would  immediately  ^ve  the  prince  notice  of  them  ; 
that  monfieur  du  Cros*s  journey  was  a  thing  done, 
and  fo  without  remedy ;  and  therefore  they  muft  make 
the  beft  of  what  was  paft,  and  provide  as  well  as 
they  could  againil  what  was  coming  upon  them,  in 
which  they  fhould  have  infinite  need  of  his  majefty's 
refoludon  and  conftancy,  pour  fupporter  lafoiblejfe  de 
quelques  gens  de  cet  etaty  qui  ne  tendoient  qita  la  ruine 
du  pais  aujfi  bien  que  du  prince.  That  for  his  part,  he 
faw  very  well  the  artifices  of  France  in  all  that  had 
pafled  at  Nimeguen.  That  they  knew  the  Dutch 
ambafladors  had  orders  to  fign  the  peace,  in  cafe  the 
evacuation  of  the  places  were  yielded  before  the  iith 
of  this  month,  according  to  our  late  treaty ;  but  that 
they  could  not  fign  after  that  day  was  expired.  That 
they  were  refolved  to  prevent  the  force  of  this  con- 
junftion  between  his  majefty  and  this  State  by  fign- 
mg  the  peace  that  night,  upon  yielding  to  evacuate 
the  places  \  but  that  they  had  not  difcovered  this  in- 
tention till  ten  o'clock  that  morning,  in  a  conference 
which  lafted  till  tliree  in  the  afternoon ;  after  which 
they  knew  there  would  neither  be  rime  for  the  Spanifh 
ambafladors  to  adjuft  their  treaty  that  night,  nor  for 
the  Dutch  to  fend  for  orders  to  the  States,  whether  to 
fign  without  the  Spaniards,  or  no:  that  the  Dutch 
ambafladors  had  extremement  precipiti  V affaire  •,  and 
that  he  knew  very  well  the  French  were  perfuaded  by 
fome  of  their  corrcfpondents  here,  that  the  States 
having  once  figned,  though  Spain  fliould  not  agree, 
would  yet  be  concluded  by  it.  And  that  the  French 
ambafladors  had  thereupon  raifed  new  points  in  their 
treaty  with  Spain,  which  had  never  been  mentioned  in 
the  French  propofirions  at  Nimeguen.  That  they 
would  indeed  have  a  very  fine  game  to  play,  if  in  only 
giving  up  Maefl:richt  to  the  Dutch,  they  might  re- 
tain the  other  places  in  Flanders ;  and  have  the  liberty  ' 
thereby  of  invading  Cleves  and  Juliers,  while  this  State 
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fhould  have  their  hands  tied  up  -,'  but  that  they  would 
be  deceived  in  all  this  meafurc.  That  the  States 
would  never  ratify  the  treaty,  unlefs  that  of  Spain  were 
lirft  concluded ;  and  the  places  in  Flanders,  as  well  as 
Maeftricht,  (hould  thereupon  be  adually  evacuated. 
That,  till  Spain  had  figncd,  thev  would  neither  fend 
their  deputies  to  France  (thougn  they  might  poflibly 
name  them)  nor  fo  much  as  confent  to  the  ceafing  of 
hoftility.  That,  God  he  thanked,  there  was  an  ex- 
preflion  in  the  late  treaty,  by  which  his  majeft/  and 
the  States  were  engaged  one  to  another ;  not  only  ia 
cafe  France  fhould  refufc  to  promife  the  evacuation  of 
the  places,  but  alfo  in  cafe  they  fhbuld  delay  to  do  it, 
either  upon  the  account  of  the  fatisfadtion  of  Sweden, 
or  any  other  caufe ;  or  in  cafe,  after  they  had  agreed 
to  it,  they  fliould  ietreStare.  That  the  ratifications 
being  once  exchanged,  he  did  not  doubt  his  majefty 
would  be  firm  to  them  in  all  thefe  points,  as  they 
fhould  be  both  to  him  and  to  themfelves. 

After  this  he  told  me,  he  fhould  fee  me  again  when 
the  commiflioners  came  to  exchange  the  ratifications ; 
which  they  accordingly  did  between  ten  and  eleven, 
and  the  exchange  was  made  in  form  between  us. 
Monfieur  Van  Lewen  took  occafion  to  fay  upon  it, 
That  as  nothing  but  our  figning  the  treaty  could  have 
made  the  French  yield  to  the  point  or  evacuating 
the  places,  fo  nothing  but  our  ratification  could  keep 
them  up  to  it.  That  they  had  difcovered  their  arti- 
fices more  than  ever,  by  the  long  chicane  they  had 
xnade  with  the  Dutch  ambafTadors  about  retaining 
Maeftricht,  Charleroy,  or  Ghent,  even  the  very  day  they 
figned  the  treaty ;  by  which  they  fhewed  plainly,  that 
nothing  had  brought  them  to  it,  but  the  fear  of  a  firm 
conjunction  between  England  and  Holland  \  and  that 
he  ftill  feared  what  might  be  the  confequence  of  the 
treaty  figned  without  the  Spaniards. 
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I  told  the  commiffioncrs,  his  majefty  had  ever 
reckoned  upon  Spain's  concluding  at  the  fame  time 
-with  them  -,  and  upon  evacuation  of  the  Spanifli  places, 
as  the  very  fundamental  point  of  the  States  agreeing 
XO  the  French  conditions.  That  I  found  before  I  came 
from  Nimegiien,  that  the  difficulties  were  like  to  be 
great  between  France  and  Spain ;  and  that  the  Dutch 
jimbaffadors  thereupon  had  a  mind  to  put  that  bufi- 
nefe  upon  us,  the  lung's  ambaffadors  there ;  but  that 
we  had  excufed  ourfclves  from  it,  and  told  that  we 
had  always  looked  upon  it  as  •  a  part  of  the  States 
agreement  with  France,  and  with  which  they  ought 
to  charge  themfelves,  as  the  moft  eflential  part  of 
dieir  own  treaty.  I  afked  the  commiflioners,  whether 
they  were  not  of  this  mind  ?  The  penfioner  faid,  they 
were;  and  that  the  Dutch  ambafladors  fhould  be 
charged  with  it,  as  a  point  without  which  the  peace 
coula  not  be  ratified.  Monfieur  Van  Lewen  feconded 
them,  and  faid,  it  was  the  foundation  of  all  the  reft  5 
and  that,  he  did  believe,  there  was  not  one  man  in 
the  States  would  confent  to  the  ratifications  with- 
out it. 

I  remember  nothing  elfe  that  pafled  upon  this  oc- 
cafion ;  and  (hall  upon  the  whole,  in  fhort,  give  you 
my  own  opinion  of  the  prefent  difpofitions  here  \r\ 
this  great  conjunfture.  There  is  a  party  here,  that 
would  certainly  drive  this  State  into  fuch  meafures  with 
France  as  might  bring  the  provinces  not  only  into  a 
dependence,  but  even  under  the  fubjeftion  of  France  ; 
and  this  party  confifts  chiefly  of  rich  men,  of  the  old 
l,oveftein  faftion,  in  five  or  fix  of  the  great  trading 
towns  of  this  province.  They  arc  induced  to  it  by 
the  hatred  and  fear  of  the  houfe  of  Orange  ;  and  by 
the  belief,  that  if  they  live  under  the  proteftion  of 
France,  the  liberty  and  trade  of  the  country  fhall  be 
ftill  preferved  •,  and  the  hands  of  the  government  only 
changed  from  the  prinoc  of  Orange's  friends  to  thofe 
'       -  of 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


jpfi         Letters  of  Sir  William  Tempk 

of  this  party.  The  French  have  had  all  along,  but 
cfpecialljr  for  thefe  feven  or  eight  months  paft,  a  clofe 
intelligence  with  the  beft  heads  of  this  party,  and  by 
them  infufed  it  into  many  well-meaning  men,  that  no- 
thing but  the  protedtion  of  France  can  preferve  thefe 
countries  in  conftant  peace,  and  thereby  in  trade  and 
riches  ;  that  France  can  never  have  any  defign  upon 
their  liberties,  becaufe  it  would  be  againft  their  own 
intereft,  in  regard  they  could  make  better  ufe  of  this 
State  by  their  continuing  to  be  great  and  rich,  than 
if  they  fhould  be  weak  and  poor,  which  would  fol- 
low the  fuppreffion  of  their  liberties ;  with  many  other 
plaufable  things  of  this  nature,  reflefting  upon  the 
great  danger  here  to  be  from  the  prince  of  Orange  in 
<onjunAion  with  England. 

On  the  other  fide,  five  of  the  provinces  here,  and 
about  eleven  or  twelve  of  eighteen  of  the  towns  in  this 
province,  are  generally  in  the  opinions  and  interefls  of 
the  prince  of  Orange;  and  whenever  his  majefly 
falletn  in  heartily  to  back  them  by  his  alliances,  and 
any  artificial  dealing  in  the  French  negotiations  come 
to  be  difcovered,  they  grow  to  be  fo  much  mafliers  of 
all  refolutions  here,  that  all  the  well-meaning  men, 
even  in  the  ^reat  trading  towns,  fall  in  with  them, 
and  thofe  wmch  are  abfoTutely  in  the  French  intereft 
dare  not  fo  much  as  fpeak  in  their  aflemblies.  But 
whenever  it  happens  that  any  paces  of  his  msyefty  give 
them  a  fufpicion  of  his  uncertainty  in  the  meaiures 
with  them,  the  other  party  then  immediately  gets 
ground  ;  and  the  generality  in  the  great  towns  begin 
to  conclude,  that  they  had  better  accept  any  terms  of 
peace  from  France,  than  rely  upon  a  fupport  from 
England,  which  they  cannot  be  fure  of. . 

All  fecm  at  prefent  abfolutely  refolvcd  not  to  ratify 
the  peace  with  France,  unlefs  Spain  be  likewife  con- 
cluded by  it,  and  the  towns  evacuated  -,  but  yet,  what 
this  itfelf  may  come  to,  I  cannot  tell,  in  cafe  his 
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majefty  fhould  ^ve  them  occafion  of  doubting  his  re- 
iblutions  to  fupport  them  in  it  \  which  is  all  I  fhall 
trouble  you  with  upon  this  fubjeft,  or  any  other,  at 
this  time,  befides  the  afluranccs  of  my  being  always, 
Svlj  your,  &c. 

To  rny  Lord  Treafurer* 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Auguft  16,  N.  S.  1678. 

/^N  Saturday  laft  in  the  evening  I  received  at  Ni* 
^^  meguen,  by  exprefs,  your  lordfhip's  in  the  new 
fecretary's  hand,  with  one  from  fecretary  Williamfon, 
giving  me  order  to  exchange  the  ratifications  with  this 
State,  which  were  fent  over  laft  poft  •,  and  upon  the 
exchange  whereof,  Mr.  Secretary  tells  me,  liis  majefty 
put  fo  much  weight.  If  it  were  fo,  fure  he  muft 
have  forgot  .that  I  was  ordered  the  poft  before  to  go 
away  to  Nimcguen  •,  and  that  it  is  twenty-fix  leagues 
between  this  place  and  that ;  fo  that  if  by  contrary 
winds,  or  any  other  accident,  the  exprefs  had  been  a 
day  longer  coming  to  me ;  or  if  after  receiving  it,  I 
had  not  travelled  all  night  as  well  as  day,  I  could  not 
have  been  here  time  enough  to  have  ratified  it,  the 
term  fixed  for  it  by  the  treaty  expiring  yefterday^  and 
that,  perhaps,  the  ftate  of  Chriftcndom  may  in  great 
meaiure  depend  upon  this  ratification;  for,  though 
the  peace  between  France  and  this  State  be  figned,  yet 
it  muft  be  the  force  of  this  ratification  that  muft  pre- 
vail with  France  to  fign  the  treaty  with  Spain  too,  and 
thereupon  to  evacuate  really  the  town3 ;  and  it  muft 
be  the  fame  force  that  muft  keep  this  State  from  ra- 
tifying their  peace  with  France,  unlefs  Spain  be  likewifc 
included,  and  the  towns  really  evacuated. 

For  my  own  part,  I  was  never  fo  amazed  as  to  re- 
ceive this  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  orders  to  ex- 
change it.  For  upon  monfieur  du  Cros*s  journey, 
aad  all  he  faid  at  the  Hague  and  Nimeguen  upon  it,  as 
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if  it  were  on  purpofe  to  fpread  it  both  here  and  tfaen!^ 
I  did  believe  the  king  had  taken  his  ^folute  meafures 
with  France ;  that  he  was  refolved  not  to  ratify  the 
treaty  here,  and  fent  me  away  to  Nimeguen  only  to 
have  me  gone  from  hence,  for  the  reaibns  monfieur 
Colbert  gave  for  my  orders  ;o  go,  i  caufe  que  je  ne 
faifois  que  dumal  icy.  Befides,  monfieur  du  Cros  told 
them  and  others  h^re,  that  all  the  meafures  concern- 
ing the  peace  were  agreed  by  his  majefly,  your  lord- 
ibip,  monfieur  BariUon,  and  him ;  that  you  were  to 
tenter  into  alliance  prefently  with  France  and  Sweden ; 
that  orders  were  gone  to  my  lord  Sunderland  to  that 
purpofe,  and  that  his  lordfliip  would  make  them 
public  by  the  next  poft:.  How  all  this  was  to  agree  with 
my  treaty  here,  and  powers  to  negotiate  with  the  con- 
federates, made,  I  confefs,  my  head  tutn  rounds  and 
feemed  to  hang  together  like  ropes  of  fand.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  had  found  out  by  the  Swedifh  ambaf- 
fadors  at  Nimeguen^  that  the  whole  bufineis  cf  du 
Cros  was  a  myftery  to  them  ;  that  they  knew  nothing 
m  the  world  of  it  till  he  came  to  Nimeguen ;  only  the 
poft  before  he  had  Writ  them  word  he  was  coming: 
that  they  had  given  the  French  ambafladors  their  ^* 
claration  of  defifting  from  their  pretenfiorts,  the  26th 
of  laft  month,  N.  S.  and  that  the  very  hour  monfieur 
du  Crps  arrived,  and  was  with  them,  the  French  am- 
bafl^adors  came  in,  to  let  them,  the  Swedes,  know  they, 
had  orders  to  defift  likewife  from  their  pretenfions  of 
detaining  the  towns. 

Both  the  Swedifti  ambaflTadors  told  me,  that  Whefi 
tiiey  delivered  this  mefiage  to  du  Cros,  who  was  all 
the  while  in  the  houfe,  he  was^  i tonne  qu*il  itoit  prit 
de  towber  de  fon  betut ;  and  yet  that  he  had  the  impu- 
dence to  write  to  his  matter  the  duke  of  Holftein, 
that  he  had  made  the  peace.  This  they  told  me  both 
together ;  and  next  day  monfieur  Olivecrans,  alone, 
told  me,  du  Cros  had  fo  much  addrels  as  to  get  them 
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t)odi  to  fign  a  letter  to  his  msgefty,  of  his  own  draw- 
ing up,  which  feemed  to  give  him  (du  Cros)  fome 
fliare  in  the  bufinefs ;  and  that  he  (monfieur  01ive-< 
crans)  was  extremely  alhartied  of  it,  becaufe  the  con- 
trary would  appear  by  the  date  of  their  declaration' to 
France ;  but  that  this  whole  intrigue  of  du  Cros  was 
an  arrant  comedy.     For  my  own  part,  I  wilh  it  were 
ib ;  but  the  efFeAs  are  more  than  ridiculous,  and,  I 
doubt,  have  {haken  his  .majefly*s  credit  more  than 
was  to  be  wiflied  at  this  time.     And,  for  my  part,  I 
have,  upon  what  the  Swedes  told  me,  very  plainly 
faid  to  the  Dutch  ambafladors  and  others,  that  it 
was  a  downright  fourberie  *  of  du  Cros  ;   and  that  I 
had  no  other  bufinefs  at  Nimeguen,  but  to  obferve 
the  motions  of  the  peace  at  the  critical  term.     In 
fliort,  it  is  figned ;'  and  I  have  writ  to  Mr.  Secretary, 
with  what  diipofitions  on  the  French,  and  what  on 
this  fide :  and  what  all  may  come  to  upon  it  I  know 
not,  but  am  fure  it  will  extremely  depend  upon  his 
majefty.     But  what  the  difpofitions  will  be  there,  I 
can  never  pretend  more  to  tcU,  fince  you  could  not 
fo  much  as  keep  your  countenance  three  weeks  to- 
gether ;  and  have  now  ratified  a  treaty,  which  Mr^ 
Secretary  found  fault  with  every  line  of ;  and  fince  you 
could  fuficr  fuch  a  man  as  du  Cros,  of  whom  the 
penfioner  faid,  at  my  but  naming  him»  (^eft  unfourbe 
des  fourbes^  to  give  fo  unhappy  a  brattle  to  the  affairs 
of  th^  world.     But  after  all,  I  mull  beg  your  lord- 
fhip  to  let  me  know,  when  you  did  rcfolve  to  fend 
him  and  thofe  inftruftions,  why  not  to  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins  that  was  upon  the  place ;  but  to  me  that 
was  engaged  here  in  an  affair  of  another  nature  ?  Welly 
I  can  fay  no  more,  but  that  it  has  fo  broke  my  head, 
rhat  I  think  it  will  not  be  right  again  •,  and  I  muft 
beg  of  your  lordftiip,  that  you  will  pleafe  to  let  his 
majefty  know  that  I  grow  old  and  infirm,  and  am 
not  fit  for  thefe  fudden  commands :  that  if  he  thinks 
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I  can  be  of  ufe  to  him  till  the  end  of  this  conjundiiitfy 
I  am  content  to  ftay  that  period ;  but  for  returning 
to  Nimeguen,  ^  Ihall  not  be  able  to  do  it  ^  nor  do  I 
think  there  can  be  need  of  more  than  one ;  if  there 
be,  Mr.  Hyde  is  in  commiffion :  but  let  who  will 
be  there,  inftrufted  as  I  find  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  is, 
there  had  as  good  be  none  at  all.  Whatever  becomes 
of  my  health,  or  heart,  or  honour,  your  lordfhip 
will  ever  be  afliired  of  my  being,  my  lord,  your, 
&c. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

My  Lord, 

SINCE  the  writing  of  this,  I  have  received  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Williamlon's  of  the  2d  inftant,  and  a  long 
one  from  Mr.  Aglionby,  of  the  fame  date,  with  an 
account  of  all  his  majefty*s,  the  duke*s,  and  your  lord- 
fliip's  difcourfes  to  ham  upon  the  prefent  conjunfturc  ^ 
by  which  I  find  you  will  have  reafon  to  think  of  the 
man,  and  his(  late  intrigue,  as  I  have  done  ever  fince 
I  fpoke  with  the  Swedilh  ambafladors ;  but  what  you 
will  think  after  he  has  been  with  you,  I  know  not, 
confidering  his  addrefs  ;  one  part  whereof  has  been, 
to  make  the  Leyden  French  Gazette  publifti  yefterday, 
that,  upon  monfieur  du  Cros's  arrival  at  Nimeguen, 
the  peace  was  immediately  figned;  fo  that  it  muft 
have  been  done  upon  fomething  he  brought  with  him 
from  England.  I  cannot  but  add  one  thing  the  pen- 
fioner  told  me  fince  my  return^  which  was,  diat 
among  many  other  things  Du  Ci^os  had  fpread,  both 
here  and  at  Nimeguen,  of  which/,  you  have  account 
enough  already,  he  told  the  Swedifh  ambaflfadors  as 
well  as  the  French,  that  the  king  was  abfolutely  for 
a  peace,  and  would  not  come  into  the  war ;  but  that 
the  duke  was  wholly  for  the  war,  and  with  intention 
by  it  to  bring  the  prince  to  be  fovercign  of  this  coun- 
•-.     •  try; 
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by ;  being  wholly  in  that  intereft  fincc  the  marriage 
or  his  highncfs. 

Upon  the  whole,  you  will  be  bell  able  to  judge 
there,  from  what  fprings  this  whole  thing  has  movea> 
finding  how  early  Sweden  has  made  their  declaration 
of  dcfifting,  which  was  the  1 6th  of  July,  O.  S.  how 
France  had  refolved  to  fign  the  peace  with  the  Dutch 
upon  the  evacuation  pf  the  places,  if  they  could  not 
prevail  for  the  deputation  of  St.  Qjiintin ;  and  how 
all  this  has  pafled,  it  feems,  without  any  communica- 
tion with  his  majefty :  for  in  the  letters  of  the  2d  in- 
ftant,  you  knew  nothing  of  any  fuch  refolution  in 
France,  for  aught  I  fee  •,  and  the  French  ambaffadors 
received  their  orders  to  fign  upon  Monday  the  29th  of 
July,  O.  S.  though  they  kept  them  private  till  Wednef- 
day,  which  was  the  laft  day  the  Dutch  were  at  liberty ; 
and  thereby  put  them  upon  doing  it  fo  precipitately, 
that  they  might  neither  be  able  to  take  Spain  along 
with  them,  nor  to  confult  with  the  States,  whether 
to  fign  or  no. 

This  is  enough  upon  fo  unpleafant  a  fubjeft.  Now, 
for  my  going  to  Nimeguen,  after  I  had  refolved  to  ftay, 
when  I  received  my  inftrudlions ;  I  will  tell  your 
lordlhip  juft  upon  what  point  that  refolution  turned. 
The  day  after  I  difpatchcd  my  fecretary  with  my  firft 
refolution,  Mr.  Meredith  told  me,  the  king  had  been 
extreme  eameft  upon  my  going  to  Nimeguen,  without 
any  more  drcumftance  than  bare  communication  to 
the  States.  Monfieur  Sylvercroon  came  and  told  me, 
the  Swedes  had  not  abfolutely  defifted  from  their 
pretentions,  though  they  had  declared  they  would ;  and 
the  penfioner  writ  me  this  letter  all  in  his  own  hand, 
whereof  I  fend  you  the  copy ;  by  which  he  made  my 
going  abfolutely  neceflary  for  his  majefly's  intereft 
and  that  of  the  prince,  as  well  as  other  confederations  \ 
fincc  du  Cros  had  made  the  fubjeft  of  it  fo  public,  that 
ieveral  of  the  States  of  Holland  had  told  the  penfioner 
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of  it  the  day  after  du  Cros  had  pafled  by  this  plac^^ 
All  that  I  can  fay  farther  to  your  lordlhip  is,  that  if 
the  king  be  really  upon  no  better  terms  with  France, 
than  he  feems  to  be  by  all  the  laft  dil'patches,  and  that 
they  play  their  game  here  whenever  they  can,  and  with 
us  only  when  they  cannot  compafs  their  ends  here  j 
and  if  his  majefty  will,  on  the  other  fide,  endeavour 
to  hinder  that  game,  and  keep  the  dependence  of  this 
State  upon  the  crown  of  England,  he  muft,  I  doubt, 
come  to  thefe  two  rcfolutions :  firft,  to  aflfure  the 
prince  of  Orange  that  he  will  take  no  farther  meafures, 
either  upon  the  peace  or  war,  till  he  has  firft  concerted 
them  with  him  -,  and  next,  to  come  to  a  refolution  to 
join  abfolutely  with  this  Stare  in  any  meafurcs  they 
Ihall  think  neceflary  for  their  fafety,  upon  the  neu- 
trality of  Cleves  and  Juliers ;  without  which,  the 
prince  and  penfioner  tiiink  the  State  loft  r  but  they 
know  not  whether  they  will  come  up  to  it  themfelves, 
till  they  find  whether  they  fhall  be  backed  by  his  ma- 
jefty i  but  in  that  cafe,  they  are  confident,  the  States 
will  be  pofitive,  either  before  the  peace  or  after. 

I  humbly  beg  your  lordftiip*s  pardon  for  this  long 
and  hafty  fcribble  which  I  am  afliamed  of;  and  yer, 
now  it  is  done,  it  will*  be  jieceflary  to  fhew  it  his  ma-r 
jefty,  being  all  the  lights  I  can  give  from  hence,  bc- 
fides  what  I  have  given  to  Mr.  Secretary ;  and  all  the 
account  I  can  give  of  my  own  conduft.     I  am,  &c. 

Your  lordfhip  will  underftand  by  my  difpatch  to  Mr. 
Secretary,  that  I  having  faid  not  a  word  to  the  Swedes 
at  Nimes?;uen,  but  only  general  profeflions  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  kindnefs  to  that  crown,  the  king  is  at  liberty 
wholly  on  that  fide,  unlcfs  monfieur  du  Cros  had 
power  to  bind  him. 
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To  Sir  Jofepb  William/on. 

S I R,  Hague,  Auguft  19,  N.  S.  1678. 

T3  Y  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's  exprefs,  I  gave  you  yefter- 
-*^  day  the  trouble  of  one  of  mine,  with  a  copy  of 
the  treaty  figned  the  loth,  between  the  French  and 
Dutch  ambafladors  at  Nimeguen.   I  am  apt  to  believe, 
that  what  was  figned  at  firft  was  rather  a  brouillon 
than  any  fair  and  formal  draught  •,  both  the  French 
and  monfieur  Van  Beverning  having  run  the  affair 
out  of  all  forms,    to  prevent  the  fatal  minute,  as' 
they  thought  it,  of  twelve  o'clock  that  night ;  after 
which  the  Dutch  had  declared  they  could  not  fign  : 
and  Monfieur  Beverning  fuffers,  as  I  find,  in  every 
body's  opinion  here;    having,    as  they  afllire  me, 
never  had  any  orders  to  fign,  but  only  to  pafs  an  aft 
upon  the  French  confenting  to  evacuate  the  places, 
that  the  States  would  thereupon  fign  the  peace  fo  foon 
as  the  treaty  with  Spain  fliould  be  agreed.     Let  the 
fpring  have  been  where  it  will,  the  precipitation  of 
the  affair  appears  in  many  points  that  refleft  much 
upon  monfieur  Bcvefning's   conduft,  who  confeffes 
they  had  not  time  to  read  it  over.     For,  befides  a 
contradiftion  in   two  articles,   which  gave  one  fix 
months,  and  another  nine  months  pme  for  the  fame 
^  tiling,  there  were  three  effential  faults.     The  firll, 
not  drawing  fo  muth  as  an  aft  from  the  French  am- 
baffadors  tor  the  evacuation  of  the  Spanilh  towns  ; 
though  the  Spanifh  ambaffadors  had  given  them  one, 
before  the   figning,  whereby  they  confented  to  the 
terms  offered  them  by  the  French  propofition.     The 
next  was  (which  I  hear  in  private)  that  whereas  it  was 
agreed  upon  between  them,  that  the  differences  be- 
tween the  States  and  Sweden  fliould  be  endeavoured 
to  be  adiufted  in  thret  moijths  time,  and  that,  in  the 
'meanwhile,  there  fliould  be  a  neutrality:  when  the 
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article  was  drawn  up,  the  term  of  three  months  wa« 
,  omitted,  fo  that  the  article  runs  in  gpneral.  The 
third  concerns  his  majefly  more  particularly,  and  his 
defenfive  alliance  with  this  State:  for  in  the  13th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  peace,  where  tlie  States  promife 
a  neutrality,  and  not  direclly,  nor  indircdlly,  to  aflill 
the  enemies  of  France,  it  runs  generally,  which  de- 
ftroys  the  force  of  any  defenfive  league  they  have 
tnade.  But  when  I  fpoke  to  the  penfioncr,  and  mon^ 
fieur  Van  Lewen  about  it,  they  both  told  me,  that 
the  States  had  immediately  taken  notice  of  it,  as  foon 
as  the  tranfcript  of  the  articles  came  to  them  •,  and 
had  them  fent  to  monficur  Bevcrning  to  reproach  him 
upon  it,  with  order  to  have  it  immediately  redrcfled  ; 
without  which  they  ordered  him  to  declare  to  the 
French  ambafladors,  that  it  Hiould  not  be  ratified  5 
and  it  is  to  be  mended  by  the  addition  of  thefe  words, 
after  hs  ermemis  deSrancCy  6f  des  allies ^  durant  le  cours 
de  cette  guerre^  t?  a  Vegardde  ceux  qui  y  font  main  tenant 
engages.  They  interpret  the  drefling  of  this  article  in 
French  to  have  been  induflrious  on  their  part,  as  well 
as  negligent  cfi  the  Dutch  fide. 

To-morrow  monfieur  Bevcrning  will  make  his  re- 
port to  the  States,  how  this  whole  BuGnefs  ha$  pafied ; 
and  particularly,  of  the  ftatc  wherein  I  left  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  French  and  the  Spaniards..  Ac- 
cordingly, though  I  have  no  letters  from  you  this 
poft,  yet  having  feen  one  from  monfieur  Van  Bcu- 
ninghen,  which  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  I  waS| 
that  his  maiefly  would  defire  the  Spaniards  mig^t 
come  to  fign  too,  without  which  the  towns  m 
Flanders  would  not  be  evacuated  •,  I  have  fpoken  at 
large  with  monficur  de  Lyra  upon  this  point,  whom 
I  take  to  be  the  fpring  of  the  Spaniards  motions  in  a^ 
thefe  parts. 

I  find  his  refolutions  are,  to  fry  if  he  can  make  the 
States  difown  their  ambaffadors  ^  but  in  cafe  he  caii« 
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not  obtain  that,  ^nd  be  prefled  to  difpatch  the  treaty 
now  on  ffiot,  he  will  give  into  it  even  with  the  point 
of  neutrality ;  laying  this  for  his  maxim,  to  hold  this 
State  up  to  the  beft  terms  he  can  for  his  matter,  but, 
however,  not  to  break  with  them ;  and  to  purfue  the 
clofeft  meafurcs  he  can  with  them  after  the  peace, 
and,  by  their  means,  endeavour  the  fame  with  his 
majefty  •,  upon  the  belief  that  all  three  are  equally 
concerned  in  prefcrvation  of  whatever  is  left  in 
Flanders. 

While  I  was  in  this  difpatch,  the  penlioner  and 
monfieur  Van  Lewen  came  to  me  from  the  States, 
to  let  me  know,  that  having  received  letters  from 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen,  by  which  they  found  that 
monfieur  du  Cros  had  informed  his  majefty,  that  the 
States  had  made  paces  in  this  treaty  difagreeing  with 
the  meafures  taken  between  his  majefty  and  them,  and 
of  private  concert  between  them  and  France,  particu- 
larly that  they  defifted  from  prefling  the  neutrality  of 
Cleves  and  Juliers,  and  had  granted  the  French  a  pat 
fage  at  Vifet,  for  invading  thofc  countries ;  the  States 
had  ordered  them  both  to  write  to  monfieur  Van  Beu- 
ninghen, and  to  defire  me  to  aflure  his  majefty,  that  it 
was  all  a  falfe  information.  And  whereas  they  found 
(endeavours  had  been  ufed  thereupon  to  poAefs  his 
majefty,  that  the  peace  being  made,  there  would  be 
no  farther  ufe  of  his  forces  in  Flanders  %  they  defired 
not  only  the  continuation  of  thofe  that  were  there, 
but  likewife  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  fend  over 
more ;  fince  the  peace  was  yet  upon  very  ticklifh 
terms. 

They  faid  hereupon,  that  they  every  day  difcovered 
fome  new  artifice  in  the  dealings  of  France ;  for  now 
they  propofed  two  months  to  be  the  term  of  the  ratifica-. 
lion  between  them  and  the  Spaniards,  though  Spain  de- 
fired  but  a  month  ;  which  was  done  out  of  defign  to. 
fetard  the  evacuation  of  the  plages,  till  his  majefty  and 
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the  States  fliould  retire  their  Forces  out  of  Flanders  : 
but  that  they  were  confident  the  States  would  not  ratify 
their  treaty  till  Spain  fhould  ratify  th«irs,  and  the 
evacuation  of  the  places  immediately  foUow, 

The  penfioner  Haying  fome  time  with  me  alone, 
told  me,  both  the  States  of  Holland  and  States 
General  had  approved  the  prince's  late  aftion  near 
Mons,  and  fent  him  thanks  for  it,  as  well  as  for  his 
condu6t  the  next  day,  in  acquainting  monfieur  de 
Luxemburgh  with  the  peace,  and  agreeing  to  a  cef- 
fation  of  arms  for  two  days. 

I  took  notice  of  the  30th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce,  about  the  liberty  of  building  fhips,  as  one 
that  had  been  introduced  in  the  time  of  their  beft  in- 
telligence, upon  the  treaty  of  1662 ;  and  which  I 
thought  too  much  for  a  bare  treaty  of  peace  and  amity. 
But,  he  faid,  this  article  was  in  their  treaties  of 
commerce  with  Sweden  and  Denmark,  as  well  as 
France:  that  France  had  made  one  trial  of  it,  by 
building  four  or  five  fhips  here ;  but  had  been  io 
ferved  in  it,  that  they  never  returned  any  more,  and, 
he  did  believe,  never  would,  or,  if  they  did,  ihould 
fare  no  better. 

That  they,  the  States,  were  ready  to  come  to  any 
new  treaty  of  the  ftrifteft  alliance  that  his  majefly 
Ihould  think  fit  after  the  peace  -,  fince  nothing  but  a 
firm  conjun&ion  between  them  could  ftop  the  career 
of  France.  He  faid,  that  their  ambafladori  had  ftrift 
orders  to  infift  upon  the  neutrality  of  Cleves  and  Ju- 
liers,  even  after  the  peace ;  but  it  having  been  omitted 
in  the  firfl:  hafty  acceptation  of  the  peace,  fome  towns 
would  njt  be  brought  to  acrocbe  it  abfolutely  upon 
that.  What  they  might  do,  when  it  came  nearer  to 
them,  he  could  not  tell ;  but  was  sqjt  to  believe  that 
the  Spaniards  once  agreeing,  it  might  run  to. a  general 
peace,  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  North  itfelf  would 
not  lUndcr  it.    I  am,  your,  &c. 
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To  Sir  Jofepb  Williawfon. 

SIR,  Hague,  Auguft  23,  N.  S.  1578. 

/^N  Saturday  laft  monfieur  Beverning  made  his  re- 
^^  port  to  the  States,  and  in  particular  of  the  diffi- 
culties remaining  betv/een  the  French  and  Spaniards  -, 
which  cdnfifted  chiefly  in  the  French  demands  of  the 
county  of  Beaumont,  of  Bovines,  of  fecurity  for  the 
ceffion  of  Dinant,  and  of  an  article  of  neutrality  frorft 
the  Spaniards.  The  report  was  rec^ved  fo  coldly,  and 
followed  with  fuch  imputations  of  ill  conduft,  upon 
t  lofe  points  which  I  mentioned  in  my  laft,  efpecially 
tne  omifflon  in  the  13th  article,  and  not  procuring  an 
aft  from  the  French  ambafladors  for  the  evacuation  of 
the  places,  that  monfieur  Beverning,  when  he  came 
out  of  the  affembly,  fwore  to  his  friends,  that  he 
would  give  up  his  commiflion,  and  that  nothing  fhould 
engage  him  to  return  to  Nimeguen  any  more  -,  laying 
the  |ault  of  all  omiffions  upon  his  precipitation  ;  and 
that,  upon  the  advices  and  orders  from  hence,  which 
he  half  followed  to  the  beft  of  his  underftanding.  •  He 
went  immediately  to  his  houfe  in  the  country,  where 
he  continues  ever  fince ;  though  fome  of  the  States 
have  eng^ed  feveral  of  his  beft  friends  to  go  down  and 
endeavour  to  reclaim  him. 

Yefterday,  about  noon,  the  prince  arrived  at  Houn- 
flardyke,  after  having  agreed  with  the  dulce  of  Luxem- 
burah  about  a  ceflation  of  hoftility  till  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,  and  about  withdrawing  the  forces  on 
each  fide  5  and  thereby  left  Mons  open.  I  attended 
his  highnefs  in  the  afternoon,  and  found  him  much 
unfatisfied  about  the  figning  of  the  peace  without 
Spain  \  which,  he  faid  abfolutely,  the  ambafladors  had 
no  farther  orders  for,  than  only  to  threaten  the  Spani- 
ards, that  in  cafe  they  would  not  confent  to  the  article 
pf  neutrality,  they  would  fign  witliout  them.    But, 
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that  it  was  done,  and  fince  his  majefly  was  fo  well 
pleafcd  with  it,  as  it  feemed  by  monfieur  Van  Beuning- 
nen's  letter,  they  muft  make  their  belt  of  it,  and  drive 
it  gn  to  a  peace,  in  cafe  France  would  be  finccre  in  it 
.with  the  Spaniards:  but  that  he  much  doubted it^ 
unlefs  the  fame  refolutions  and  paces  of  his  majcfty, 
which  had  engaged  him  to  promife  the  evacuation  of 
the  places,  fhould  bring  it  to  a  conclufion.  He  was 
very  melancholy  upon  what  condition  this  peace  would 
leave  all  the  affairs  of  the  allies  in,  and  the  juft  re- 

S roaches  this  State  was  to  cxpeft  from  them ;  which 
e  was  to  bear  his  (hare  in,  how,  little  focver  he  had 
deferved  it.  He  faid  a  great  deal  of  monfieur  du 
Cros*s  journey,  and  what  effefts  it  had  here  ;  but  that 
he  had  not  yet  fpoken  with  the  States,  and  could  not 
tell  what  it  was  they  would  be  at :  but  that  hq  would 
fee  me  tq-day,  after  he  had  been  in  the  aflembly.  I 
found  him  unfatisfied  with  monfieur  Bcyerningp  but 
yet  of  my  opinion,  that  he  muft  return  to  Nimcgucn, 
and  end  this  bufmefs  of  Spain,  without  which  it  could 
not  be  a  peace. 

The  fame  day  I  fpoke  with  monfieur  Van  Lewen, 
who  told  me,  the  French  ambafladors  had  confented  to 
the  redrefling  the  tenth  article  in  the  manner  I  writ  in 
my  laft,  and  that  the  States  auroient  crevfpUtot  que  de 
faire  Upaixfans  cela ;  that  no  State  could  have  greater 
obligation  that  this  had  to  his  majefty  -,  and.  that  every 
body  in  it  was  fenfible,  that  they  owed  the  peace 
wholly  to  him,  in  cafe  they  had  it,  which  would  yet 
depend  upon  that  between  France  and  Spain ;  and 
tliis  upon  his  majefty's  refolutions  to  fupport  them  in 
landing  firmly  upon  it,  as  the  point  upon  which  their 
own  treaty  was  grounded. 

This  afternoon  the  prince  came  to  mc,  and  told  mc, 
he  found  a  general  diipofition  in  the  States,  not  to  ra^ 
tify  the  peace  till  Spain  fiiould  be  ready  to  do  it  at  the 
fame  time.    But  yet,  he  defircd  very  much,  that  hi^ 
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pnaiefly  would  give  me  orders  to  prefs  them  upon  thi^ 
point,  if  there  ihould  be  occafipn ;  and  that  nothing 
pew  Ihould  be  impofed  upon  the  Spaniards  beyond 
the  conditions  given  in  by  the  Ffench  at  Nimeguen, 
Jie  defired  likewife,  that  his  majefly  would  give 
order  to  his  ambaffador  at  Nimeguen,  %q  propofe,  a^ 
from  his  majef^,  a  general  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  fix 
months,  in  order  to  the  treating  of  a  general  peace  ; 
?nd  defired  me  that  I  would  not  fail  to  reprefent  both 
thefe  points  to  hi^s  majefty  from  his  highnefs  by  this 
poft.  He  faith,  by  advices  from  Nimeguen  he  finds 
the  French  ambafladors  there  feem  well  enough  dif- 
pofed  to  it,  upon  the  nuncio's  having  already  pro- 
poied  it ;  but  that  nothing  will  give  it  fo  much  force 
as  coming  frpra  his  majefty,  and  therefore  is  very 
earneft  in  it. 

Mr.  Meredith  fends  you  the  treaty  printed,  as  like- 
wife  that  for  cefiation  of  hoitilities ;  k  that  I  fiiall 
Bot  increafe  your  prefent  trouble  beyond  the  aflurance 
of  my  being  always.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

P.  S.  The  prince  has  engaged  monfieur  Beverning 
to  come  to  town  to-morrow ;  fo  as  the  States  of  Hol- 
land will  then  fall  into  confultation  upon  the  points  in 
IdifFerence  between  France  and  Spain. 

^0  my  Lord  Treafurer^ 

MyLor4,  Hague,  Auguft  26,  N.  S,  167 J. 

T  Had  the  honour  of  one  from  your  lordlhip  ox  the 
."*'  the  1 2th,  by  my  fecretary,  who  came  over  with  Mr# 
Hyde.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  reafons  of  this  warm 
and  fudden  motion  in  England,  nor  can  I  into  the 
efiefts  of  it  abroad.  A  little  time  will  tell  us  the  laft; 
.;ind  for  the  firft,  it  is  my  part  rather  to  look  towards 
the  events  ^han  enquire  into  the  caufcs  of  it  All  I 
fhall  fay,  is,  that  it  has  extremely  furprized  every  body 
|iere,  and  none  more  than  the  prince,  unlels  it  be 
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myfelf.  For  your  lordlhip  knows,  when  I  came 
away,  his  majefty's  refolution  was,  to  have  the  peace^ 
if  he  could,  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  places  •,  and 
in  the  courfe  ox  this  whole  matter,  to  follow  and  fup- 

E:)rt  Holland  in  the  p^ces  they  ftiould  make,  and  not  to 
ad  them :  and  you  may  remember,  I  told  his  majefty 
at  the  foreign  committee,  that,  I  knew  very  well,  the 
difpofitions  of  Holland  towards  the  peace  were  fuch, 
that  if  he  ftiould  have  had  a  defign  to  engage  them 
farther  in  the  war,  his  endeavours  towards  it  muft  be 
like  thofe  of  rowers,  that  look  one  way  and  go  another. 
I  ftiould  have  been  glad  his  majefly  would  have  begun 
upon  this  ocqafion  what,  your  lordftiip  tells  me,  he 
has  refolved,  of  concerting  firft  with  the  prince  any 
meafures  he  ftiould  take,  efpeci^Uy  in  what  relates  to 
thefe  countries,  where  he  can  certainly  give  his  ma- 
jefty the  befl:  lights,  and  fuch  as  it  is  not  poflible  for 
his  majefly  to  have  in  taking  fudden  refolutions  upon 
afiairs  that  are  in  motion,  and  have  liich  fudden  turns. 
As  in  this  itfelf  his  majefty  could  not  know,"  that  the 
prince  had  himfelf  concluded  a  ceflTation  of  hoftility 
with  France  till  the  ratification  of  the  treaty ;  and 
yet  that  very  circumftance  made  a  great  change  in 
the  event  like  to  attend  Mr.  Hyde's  commiflion.  The 
particular  of  his  inftruftion  ;>  to  fay,  his  majefty  would 
recal  his  forces  out  of  Flanders,  in  cafe  the  States 
fell  not  Into  his  opinion  of  the  late  treaty*s  having 

Elace,  was,  I  fuppofe,  intended  to  draw  them  into 
is  majefty*s  prelent  mind,  and  thereby  to  favc  FJan- 
dcrs,  as  well  as  Holland,  from  falling  into  the  hand  or 
dependence  of  France :  but  the  prince  and  penfioner 
feverally,  at  the  very  firft  mention  of  it,  concluded, 
it  would  have  a  quite  contrary  effcft,  and  muft  cer^ 
Jainly  occafion  the  lofs  both  of  this  country  and  Flan- 
ders, as  you  will  find  by  Mr.  Hyde's  diipatch,  which 
isfb  exaft,  that  I  can  add  nothing  to  it  towards  his 
inajefly*s  information  j  only,  I  will  tell  your  lord- 

fliip 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Kingy  the  Prince  of  Orange y  &c.   41 1 

fliip  what  the  prince  faid  to  me  laft  night  upon  it  \ 
which  was,  that  he  was  very  glad  to  fee  his  majefty 
in  this  mind  ;  and  that  he  knew  very  well  what  eff^fts 
it  would  have  had,*  if  they  had  been  aflured  of  it 
here  three  weeks  ago ;  but  what  it  would  have  now, 
he  could  not  tell :  for  they  were  all  fo  furprized,  efpe- 
oially  after  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  letter,  which 
faid  fo  much  of  his  majefty's  being  pleaied  with  the 
peace,  that  no  body  had  faid  a  word  upon  it :  that  for 
his  part,  if  he  had  been  firft  confulted  in  it,  he  fhould 
have  been  for  his  majefty's  fending  to  the  States,  not 
to  ratify  the  treaty  without  Spain's  ratifying  theirs  at 
the  fame  time,  and  being  thereby  aflured  of  the  eva- 
cuation to  follow  immediately :  that  if  his  majefty 
had  only  preffibd  this,  and  aflTured  the  States  at  the  lame 
f  ime  of  his  refolution  to  fupport  them,  by  a  vigorous 
execution  of  their  treaty,  in  cafe  of  any  rehifal  or 
difficulty  from  France,  he  was  confident  the  thing 
would  have  been  done,  and  thereby  either  Spain  been 
included,  or  the  States  gone  on  with  the  war :  but 
that  he  did  not  know  what  efieft  this,  now  come  from 
his  majefty,  would  produce  in  the  great  towns  of  Hol- 
land, where  they  were  fo  apt  to  be  jealous  of  his  high- 
nefs's  defign  to  continue  the  war ;  that  we  fhould  fee 
in  a  few  ckys,  that  he  chiefly  apprehended  the  town  of 
Amflerdam  upon  it. 

What  your  lordfhip  fays,  of  your  forbearing  to 
fay  thofe  things  I  defired  you  to  tell  his  majefty  about 
myfelf,  is  too  obliging  in  you,  not  to  faie  acknow- 
ledged ;  but  yet,  I  muft  beg  your  lordfhip  to  believe^ 
tlut  none  can  judge  fo  well  of  a  man  as  himfelf ; 
who  feels  what  is  within^  whilft  others  only  fee  what 
is  without ;  and  finds  the  decays  of  age  or  indifpofi- 
tion  in  his  body  and  mind,  while  he  may  difguife 
them  to  other  people.  Whenever  I  thought  myfelf 
able  to  do  his  majefly  fervice,  though  I  never  fought 
it,  yet  I  never  refufed  it :  but  whenever  I  fhall  find 
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myfelf  incapable  of  doing  it  any  longer,  and  let  his 
majefly  know  it,  I  hope  he  will  believe  it :  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  I  beg  your  lordfhip  not  to  think 
any  thing  I  fay  of  that  kind  is  humour,  but  a  true 
judgment  I  make  of  myfelf  by  what  I  feel,  and  what 
I  told  both  his  majefly  and  your  lordfhip  before  I 
came  over,  would  happen  to  me  by  any  long  ftay  i» 
thefe  countries,  which  have  ever  been  fo  contrary  to 
my  heahh. 

I  cannot  tell  your  lordlhip  how  fenfible  a  part  I 
bear  in  the  indifpofition  of  the  family,  as  weU  as  your 
0W1,  but  comfort  myfelf  with  the  hopes  Mr.  Aglionby 
gives  me,  of  their  being  well  over ;  and  will  not  en- 
gage your  lordfhip  at  prefent  in  any  farther  trouble, 
th^n  the  afTurance  of  my  being  ever,  with  equal  paflion 
and  truth,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 

THo  the  Duke  ofOrmond. 

.  My  Lord,  Hague,  Auguft  30,  N.  S.  1678. 
T  Could  not  receive  a  greater  honour  or  fatisfafltion, 
^  than  byyourOTace*s  letter  of  the  iithpaft;  which 
I  (hould  fooner  have  acknowledged,  but  that  (ince 
my  laft,  I  have  been  engaged  in  fuch  fudden  and  un-r 
expefted  motions,  as  well  as  the  bufinefs  here  in  fuch 
turns,  as  have  left  me  neither  time  nor  patience,  nor 
concernment  enough  fometimes,  to  think  of  many 
things  I  ought  to  have  done :  among  which,  I  reckon- 
ed all  duties  I  owed  to  your  grace,  and  this  in  that 
number. 

I  fhall,  as  fuccindly  as  I  can,  purfue  the  thread  of 
thofe  two  accounts  I  gave  your  grace  at  my  leaving 
England,  and  fince  my  arrival  here  to  this  time ;  after 
which,  I  do  not  expcft  to  meet  with  any  thing  worth 
your  grace's  trouble  or  my  own,  having  my  head 
furned  wholly  another  way,  and  cured  01  thofe  im-, 
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pertinent  folicitudes,  which  have  fo  often  bulled  ic 
about  public  affairs,  and  to  fo  litde  purpofe. 

After  my  laft  to  your  grace,  and  to  the  4th  of  this 
month  and  this  ftyle,  I  took  myfelf  to  have  mattered 
the  bufinefs  his  majelly  had  fent  me  upon  here.  The 
treaty  was  figned,  and  by  it  the  day  fixed,  being  the 
nth  inftant,  for  France  to  yield  the  evacuation  of  the 
places,  or  his  majelly  to  come  into  the  war  with  the 
States.  France  had  failed  of  all  their  endeavours  to 
break  thefe  meafures  :  the  States  had  rcfolved  not  to 
fend  their  deputies  to  treat  with  the  French  king  in 
pcrfon  at  St,  Quintin,  and  not  to  figa  their  treaty,  even 
upon  the  evacuation  being  yielded,  unlefs  in  con- 
juitftion  v/ith  Spain.  The  time  of  decifion  drew  near> 
and  the  moft  chriftian  king  feemed  fo  far  engaged  by 
his  peremptory  anfwers  to  his  majefty,  as  well  as  by 
his  ambafladors  declarations  at  Nimeguen,  not  to  eva- 
cuate the  places  till  the  fatisfaftion  of  Sweden,  that 
every  body  was  at  a  gaze,  which  would proveof  molt 
weight,  this  point  of  honour,  or  that  or  intcreft,  not 
to  fee  England  engaged  in  fuch  a  confederacy  againft 
France;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  whether  it  (nould 

Erove  a  peace  or  a  war.  The  meafures  were  fo  clofed 
etween  us  and  Holland,  that  nothing,  in  appearance^ 
was  like  to  fhake  them.  For  though  upon  my  fign- 
ing  the  treaty,  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon  had  found 
great  faults  with  many  particulars  of  it,  and  fent  me 
orders  to  get  them  amended,  or  elfe  the  king  could 
not  ratify ;  yet  they  being  fuch  points  as  had  been  im- 
poflible  to  be  obtained  here,  and  wherein  I  was  left  at 
liberty  by  my  inftruftions  j  this  difficulty  had  only 
been  communicated ,  to  the  prince  and  the  penfionejr 
here,  who  had  confidence  of  fatisfying  his  majefty  in 
thofe  particulars  without  making?  them  public  ;  which 
they  tiiought  would  have  ill  efFefts  upon  the  States  ^t 
io  critical  a  time  in  the  meafures  between  us. 
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Upon  the  4th  current,  Mr.  Meredith,  the  king's 
fecretary  of  the  ambafly,  who  had  gone  over  with  the 
treaty,  arrived  here,  and  in  his  company  one  mon- 
fieur  du  Cros,  ftylcd  at  London  Envoy  of  the  duke 
of  Holftein.  Mr.  Meredith  brought  me  an  inftrudHon 
to  let  the  States  know,  that  the  king  had  refolved  to 
give  a  guaranty  upon  the  peace,  to  the  neutrality 
which  Spain  Ihould  enter  upon  towards  the  enemies 
of  Sweden  ;  and  that  I  had  command  to  go  immedi- 
itely  to  Nimeguen,  to  acquaint  the  Swedifli  ambaf- 
fadors  there  with  this  refolutionof  his  majefly,  and 
endeavour  thereby  to  induce  them  to  quit  their  pre- 
tenfion  of  beine  rcftorcd  before  the  evacuation  or  the 
towns,  and  fo  France  might  be  at  liberty  to  make  that 
pace  towards  the  peace.  My  inftru<5tions  told  me  like- 
wife,  that  this  was  done  upon  infinuations  made  his  - 
majefly  by  du  Cros,  who  was  fent  •  at  the  fame  time 
to  the  Swediih  ambafladors  upon  this  occafion. 

Du  Cros  came  to  me,  and  told  me,  the  king  had 
taken  this  meafure  with  mondeur  Barillon,  and  lent  an 
cxprcfi  over  with  it  into  France :  that  he  was  refolved 
upon  the  peace,  and,  to  that  purpofe,  had  hafl:ened 
me  a^ay  to  Nimeguen,  whither  he  (du  Cros)  hoped 
to  attend  me.  I  told  him  he  knew  his  own  times  and 
motions  -,  and  that  I  fhould  govern  myfelf  in  mine 
by  my  orders  and  his  majefty^s  intentions,  as  far  as  I 
underftood  them.     And  fo  we  parted. 

I  was  in  the  greateft  trouble  in  the  world,  whether 
to  obey  my  inftruftions,  or  firfl:  acquaint  the  king  with 
the  confequence  of  them  here.  I  ftaid  three  days  after 
du  Cros,  before  I  went  to  Nimeguen ;  but  at  laft 
was  refolved  in  the  point,  by  finding  that  du  Cros  had 
made  all  public  here ;  was  gone  to  do  the  fame  at  Ni- 
meguen, and  had  perfuade4  the  Swedifli  commiflfary  to 
come  and  tell  me,  that  their  ambaffadors  had  not  ab- 
folutely  defifted,  but  only  declared  that  they  would 
do  foj  and  expefted  my  coming  to  determine  them. 

Upon 
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Upon  all  which,  the  penfioner  as  well  as  I,  were  both 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  neccflary  for  me  to  acquaint  the 
States  with  what  his  majefty  had  ordered  me,  and  to 

fo  away  to  Nimeguen ;  and  not  give  the  States  of 
loUand  occafion  to  believe,  that  I  endeavoured  to 
hinder  his  majefty's  paces  towards  the  peace,  in  favour 
of  what  they  here  fufpeft,  of  the  prince's  inclination 
to  carry  on  the  war. 

On  the  6th  inftant,  I  acquainted  the  States  with 
his  majefty's  refolution,  and  my  journey  -,  and  on  the 
7th,  I  fet  out  to  Nimeguen,  where  I  arrived  the  8th  5 
and  immediately  found,  that  on  the  6th,  the  French 
ambafladors  had  declared  my  memorial  to  the  Dutch, 
that  they  defifted  from  their  pretenfion  to  detain  the 
towns  till  the  fatisfaftion  of  Sweden,  in  purfuit  of  a 
declaration  the  Swedifti  ambafladors  had  made  to  them 
about  ten  days  before.  But  the  French  ftill  infilled 
upon  the  Dutch  fending  to  St.  Quintin,  to  adjufl  other 

Eoints  of  the  peace.  On  the  9th,  the  Dutch  am- 
afladors  gave  their  anfwer  to  the  French,  that  the 
State  could  not  fend  to  St.  Quintin  till  the  peace  was 
figned ;  but  that  they  were  ready  to  fign  upon  the 
evacuation  of  the  places,  and  (hould  be  fo  all  the  next 
day ;  but  after  that  ended,  they  could  make  no  far- 
ther pace  without  his  majefty,  whofe  meafures  taken 
with  them  by  treaty  would  take  place  on  the  i  ith  of 
this  month. 

On  the  nth  in  the  morning,  the  French  ambafla- 
dors came  to  the  Dutch,  and  in  a  conference  of  five 
hours,  wherein  they  prefled  very  much  to  keep  fome 
of  the  towns,  but  found  the  Dutch  obftinate  in  all, 
they  yielded  at  laft,  and  agreed  to  fign  the  treaty,  and 
both  came  to  us,  the  mediators,  to  dcfire  us  to  fign 
with  them.  We  afked,  whether  Spain  figned  at  the 
fame  time,  and  were  included  ?  And  finding  they  did- 
not,  we  refufed  to  fign  with  them,  or  at  all  to  inter- 
vene in  the  treaty  without  new  orders  j  fmce  ours  di- 
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refted  us  to  all  paces  neceffary  for  a  general  peace,  bu^ 
hot  to  any  for  a  particular  one.  We  expoftulated 
ivith  the  Dutch  forgoing  about  to  fign  without  Spain; 
contrary  to  what  had  always  been  his  majefty's  and 
the  States  intention  •,  but  monfieur  Beverrting  laid,  he 
muft  fign  that  night,  though  he  loft  his  head ;  and  fd 
they  did,  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock;  the 
inftrument  having  being  hardly  finifhed  by  that  hour, 
when  our  laft  treaty  with  Holland  for  carrying  on  the 
war  would  have  begun  to  take  place. 

Next  day  they  fell  into  the  bufinefs  between  France 
and  Spain,  wherein  they  met  with  fo  many  difficulties 
by  new  demands  of  the  French,  that  they  confefled, 
they  found  plainly  the  French  defign  in  this  precipita^ 
tion ;  which  was,  that  the  Spaniards  might  not  have 
leifure  to  adjuft  their  treaty,  fo  as  to  fign  at  the  fame 
time,  nor  the  Dutch  ambaffadors  have  leifure  to  fend 
a  courier  to  the  States  for  particular  orders,  whether  to 
fign  or  no  without  Spain ;  and  thereby  to  divide  the 
States  from  Spain,  aud  concluding  their  peace  fe- 

Karately  with  the  firft,   be  obliged  only  to  rcftorc 
laeftricht,  but  keep  the  places  in  Flanders  ftill  in 
their  hands. 

Upon  this  monfieur  Beveming  told  us,  that  they 
had  made  a  pace  that  had  ruined  both  the  States  and 
all  their  neighbours  -,  and  when  he  faid  the  fame  to 
his  allies,  laid  the  fault  upon  his  majefty,  who  had 
(as  he  faid  from  Van  Beuninghen*s  letter  out  of  Eng- 
land) firft  refufed  to  ratify  the  late  treaty  without  con- 
ditions that  were  not  poffible  for  this  State  to  admit  \ 
and  by  du  Cros's  journey,  had  fatisfied  the  States 
what  meafures  the  king  had  taken  with  France  for 
the  peace,  and  how  little  was  expefted  from  England 
as  to  any  rupture  with  that  crown.  Of  all  which  we 
gave  account  to  court. 

On  the  1 3th  at  night  I  received  by  exprefs  the  notice 
of  the  ratification  of  his  majefty's  treaty  with  this 
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State  being  arrived  at  the  Hague,  and  commands  to 
exchange  them  without  thofe  difficulties  that  had  be- 
fore been  made  by  fecretary  Wiliiamfon.  The  laft  day 
allowed  for  this  exchange  was  the  15th-  fo  that  if  the 
exprels  had,  by  winds  or  other  accident,  been  kept 
four-and-twenty  hours  longer  upon  the  way,  or  I  had 
not  gone  all  night  as  well  as  all  day,  I  could  not 
have  come  time  enough  from  Nimeguen  to  the  Hague 
to  make  the  exchange-,  and  the  v/hole  treaty,  upon 
which  his  majefly  began  to  put  fo  much  weight,  had 
been  out  of  doors. 

The  ratifications  being  exchanged  in  time  and  form, 
the  Penfioner,  with  the  greateft  chagrin  in  the  world, 
complained  of  du  Cros's  journey,  as  that  which  had 
ruined  the  whole  affair,  by  giving  fuch  impreffions 
here  and  at  Nimeguen  as  had  precipitated  the  figning 
of  the  peace  without  Spain ;  and  told  me,  the  prince 
had  never  been  fo  troubled  at -any  thing  in  his  life  $ 
and  that  he  doubted  it  would  engage  him  in  fome  de- 
Iperate  aftion.  The  fame  night,  being  the  15th,  I  re^ 
ceived  letters  from  England,  telling  me,  they  had  diC- 
covered  the  artifice  of  du  Cros  in  that  whole  bufmefs, 
and  how  mifchievous  it  might  prove  -,  and  that  they 
hoped  I  had  not  purfued  my  inftruftions,  as  I  had  cer- 
tainly not  done  ir  they  had  been  fent  privately  to  me, 
and  the  whole  bufmefs  not  been  communicated  to  him : 
but  the  thing  was  done,  and  all  I  could  fay  of  it,  was, 
that  having  found  at  my  arrival  at  Nimeguen,  the 
Swedes  had  aftuallv  made  the  pace  towards  which  his  " 
majefty  feemed  wnolly  to  aim  by  my  inftrudlion,  I 
had  never  faid  any  thing  of  it  to  the  SwediQi  ambafla- 
dors,  and  thereby  left  du  Cros  wholly  dilcreditcd  with 
them  and  the  French,  and  all  others  there :  and  told 
them,  that  I  found  plainly,  his  whole  bufmefs  was  a 
fourberie\  which  fent  him  home  railing  at  me,  that  I 
would  not  obey  my  orders,  and  that  I  was  refolved 
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to  engage  the  king  in  a  war,  when  his  majefty  was 
refolved  not  to  enter  into  any  with  France. 

On  the  1 6th,  at  night,  we  received  news  of  the 
prince's  bold  a6bion  near  Mons:  for  the  honour 
whereof,  I  will  only  tell  your  grace,  that  die  French 
ambafladors  at  Nimeguen  had  aflured  me,  that  their 
army  was  fo  polled,  that  if  they  had  but  ten  thoufand 
men,  and  the  prince  fifty  thoufand,  he  would  find  it 
impoflible  to  attack  them. 

The  fuccefs  of  it  you  will  have  heard  from  many 
hands;  and  found,  that  after  the  prince,  no  man  had 
a  greater  (hare  in  the  danger  and  honour  of  it  than  my 
lord  Oflbry,  who  charged  upon  the  moft  defperatc 
pafs,  and  left  a  great  many  men  and  officers  behind 
him.  For  the  prince,  all  agree,  there  was  not  a  com- 
mon foldier  in  the  army  fo  much  expofed,  leading  up 
every  fquadron  himl'clf  in  the  wing  he  charged ;  and 
being,  the  whole  time  of  the  engagement,  in  the  vety 
hotteft  of  the  fire. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  the  prince  received  the 
States  letters,  giving  him  an  account  of  the  peace  be- 
inorjfigned ;  upon  which  he  fent  to  the  duke  of  Lux- 
emburg, to  know  if  he  v/ould  upon  it  raife  the  fiege 
of  Mons ;  for  which  he  took  two  days  time  to  fend  for 
orders,  and  then  confcnted  to  do  it;  and  fo  the  affair 
ended,  and  the  armies  retired  to  their  quarters.  If 
fome  milcarriages  had  not  happened  in  this  aftion  from 
fome  of  the  confederates,  the  French  army  had  cer- 
tainly been  broken  that  day.  And  if  the  news  of  the 
peace  being  made  publick,  with  fom?  other  circum- 
ftances,  had  not  prevented  it  the  next,  the  bufinefs 
would  have  come  to  a  great  decifion  between  the  ar- 
mies; and  with  much  apjpcarance  of  advantage  to  the 
Dutch,  upon  the  conjunction  with  a  body  of  frefh  Eng- 
liih  foot,  which  would  have  had  great  influence  upon 
all  fides.    But  it  was  othcrwife  decreed. 
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On  the  19th  letters  came  from  England,  but  none 
to  me  from  court ;  upon  the  belief  I  might  be  at  Ni-* 
meguen,  as  Mr.  Secretary  pretended.  But  the  letters 
from  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  to  the  States  faid, 
though  the  king  and  court  had,  at  firft  report  of  the 
peace  being  figned,  feemed  a  great  deal  furprized ;  yet 
he  had  next  day  talked  with  therti,  and  found  them  very 
well  pleafcd  with  it,  and  with  the  conduft  of  the  States : 
and  a  private  letter  to  the  foreign  minifters  here  faid, 
it  went  fo  far,  that  they  were  upon  the  point  of  dif- 
owning  me  and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  for  refufing  to 
fign  the  peace  as  mediators. 

On  the  2  2d  the  prince  arrived  here,  and  having 
been  in  the  States  the  23d,  whefe  he  was  received 
with  great  applaufe,  he  came  to  me  that  evening ;  and 
after  complaints  of  their  ambafladors  having  figned 
the  peace  without  Spain,  and  the  ill  confequences  it 
was  like  to  have  upon  the  affairs  of  Chriflendom,  he 
faid,  however,  fince  his  majefty  was  pleafed  with  it, 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  endeavour  to  in- 
clude Spain  in  it,  and  afterwards  to  drive  it  on  to  a 
general  peace ;  without  which,  France  having  all  their 
forces  at  liberty  on  this  fide,  would  in  very  little  time 
be  maflers  of  the  Rhine,  and  all  the  great  cities  upon 
it,  from  Strafburgh  to  Cologn,  if  not  to  Wefel;  and 
after  that  would  foon  be  matters  of  thefe  countries 
and  Flanders:  and  therefore  he  defired  his  majefly 
would  propofe  a  general  fufpenfion  of  arms,  by  his 
ambafTadors  at  Nimeguen:  which  I  writ  the  fame, 
night  to  court,  upon  the  prince's  defire,  and  with  the 
terms  of  it. 

The  next  day,  being  the  24th,  Mr.  Hyde  arrived, 
after  having  made  his  pafTage  in  twenty-four  hours 
from  London;  and  brought  pofitive  inflruftions  with 
him  to  let  the  States  know  how  much  the  king  had 
been  furprized  with  their  ambafTadors  figning  the  trea- 
ty without  Spain;  and  with  the  difficulties  that  flill 
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remained  upon  the  Spanilh  treaty,  and  the  evacuation 
of  the  places.  That  his  Majefly  was  thereupon  of 
opinion,  that  the  States  could  not  ratify  that  treaty,  by 
what  they  were  eng^d  to  by  the  laft  treaty  I  had 
made  here,  to  go  on  with  the  war:  and  that  if  they 
were  of  the  fame  mind,  and  would  fignify  it  to  him^ 
he  would,  within  three  days  after  fuch  fignification, 
declare  war  affainft  France;  and  in  all  points  purfue 
the  laft  treaty  he  had  made  with  the  States. 

We  acquainted  the  prince  that  night  with  this  com^ 
miflion;  and  the  firft  word  he  faid  upon  it  was,  that 
he  knew  very  well  what  effed  this  would  have  had 
if  it  had  come  three  weeks  before,  and  inftead  of  mon- 
fieur  du  Cros;  but  what  effeft  it  would  have  now,  he 
could  not  tell,  farther  than  it  would  furprize  every 
body.  What  he  faid  to  me  in  private  was,  that  wc 
were  too  cold  and  too  hot;  and  that  he- wondered  wc 
had  not  obferved  what  they  were  always  calling  out  ta 
the  fteerfmen  at  fea,  fieddy^  fteddj.  That  all  we  could 
hope  to  make  out  of  thi?,  was  but  to  keep  up  the  States 
in  the  refolution  they  were  in  already,  ot  not  ratifying 
tlie  treaty  without  Spain.  But  ic  had  another  efted,. 
at  the  firft  noife,  upon  the  towns  here,  and  fo  far  in- 
creafed  the  jealoufy  of  fome  concert  between  the  king 
and  prince  of  Orange  for  carrying  on  the  war,  though 
France  Ihould  perform  the  conditions  this  State  had 
accepted,  that  the  very  next  day  after  Mr.  Hyde's. pro- 
pofition,  thofe  of  Holland  pafled  a  refolution  to  tend 
an  ambaffador  immediately  into  France;  though  under 
pretence  of  knowing  that  king's  mind  upon  the  diflfe- 
rences  remaining  with  Spain :  and  the  next  day  tho& 
of  Amfterdam  propofed  to  ratify  the  treaty  with 
France,  even  without  the  inclufion  of  Spain.  But 
the  prince's  great  temper  and  conduft  hindered  both 
one  and  t'other :  the  firft,  by  the  voices  of  five  other 
provinces  againft  that  of  Holland;  and  the  other,  by 
tuie^xeft  of  the  tov/ns  in  Holland  againft  tliat  of  Am- 
fterdam^ 
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fterdam;  and  brought  it  to  a  refolution,  both  in  the 
States  of  Holland  and  States  General,  not  to  ratily 
the  peace  without  Spain ;  and  to  order  their  ambaf- 
fadors  at  Nimeguen  to  go  as  far  as  poflibly  they  can, 
in  accommodating  ^e  points  ftill  in  difference,  which 
are  fmall  and  few,  and  upon  which  I  fee  no  likeli- 
hood that  either  Spain  or  this  State  will  continue  the 
war.  So  that  if  France  will  have  a  peace,  and  not 
raife  new  difficulties  beyond  their  own  propofitions, 
I  look  upon  it  as  unavoidable:  and  there  has  not  been 
one  time  thefe  four  years  paft,  when  we  might  not 
have  entered  into  the  war  with  advantage,  befldes  this 
alone,  when  we  have  made  an  offer  at  it;  and  there- 
by, I  fuppofe,  broke  our  meafures  with  France,  though 
we  have  not  talcen  them  with  the  confederates. 

By  laft  poft  the  king  fent  orders  to  Sir  Lionel  Jen- 
kins, at  Nimeguen,  to  propofe  a  general  fufpenfion  of 
arms  for  fix  months  •,  in  concurrence,  as  Mr.  Secretary 
Williamfon  writes,  with  the  prince's  defire.  But  the 
prince  alks,  how  this  agrees  now  with  Mr.  Hyde's  pro- 
pofition  ?  and  obferves,  that  when  he  defired  it,  it 
was  before  he  knew  any  thing  of  this  laft  refolution 
of  his  majefty's;  and  on  the  contrary,  thought  hiiYi 
pleafed  with  the  peace.  In  fhort,  whoever  Ihould  take 
the  pains  to  lay  together  the  paces  we  have  made  for 
there  three  months  paft  in  this  great  affair,  would 
conclude,  our  fecretaries  of  State  never  remembered 
one  day  what  had  been  done  the  day  before ;  or  ne- 
ver cared  what  would  be  done  the  next.  I  am  fo  far 
from  fpeaking  this  with  defign,  that  I  am,  for  my  own 
part,  refolved  to  lay  at  his  majefty's  feet  the  promife 
he  made  me  a  year  ago  of  that  employment,  as  well 
as  the  embafly  I  am  charged  with  •,  and  fhould  cer- 
tainly have  done  it  already,  but  the  prince  has  engaged 
me  to  defer  it  till  this  preffcnt  crifis  be  over;  and  till 
he  fhall  have  talked  with  me  to  the  end  of  this  refo* 
lution. 
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I  have  nothing  more  worth  increafing  your  grace*3 
trouble,  and  ought  to  alk  pardon  for  the  length  of  this. 
But  \  was  refolved  to  give  you  once  this  light,  by 
which  the  farther  paces  of  diis  affair  may  be  better  dif. 
cerned,  even  at  the  diftance  your  grace.is  at. 

I  Ihall  only  add,  that,  in  whatever  condition,  I  am, 
nr\y  lord,  your  grace's,  &c, 

To  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Auguft  30,  N.  S.  1678. 
"I  Have  this  morning  received  the  honour  of  your 
-*■  lordihip's,  in  my  fon's  hands ;  the  contents  where- 
of chicliy  concerning  the  prince,  I  thought  fit  to  fend 
it  him  immediately,  though  it  found  his  highnefs  in 
the  States  of  Holland,  where  the  great  confultation, 
or  rather  debate,  was  to  begin,  upon  the  conimiflion 
Mr.  Hyde  brought  over.  Becaufe  your  Lordfhip 
pleafes  to  fay,  you  are  impatient  to  know  what  my 
opinion  is  upon  the  whole,  after  niy  difcourfe  with 
the  prince  and  penfioner,  I  will  add  what  I  can  think 
of,  that  may  give  you  any  farther  light  than  I  did  in 
my  laft,  upon  diis  occafion  •,  and,  in  fuch  a  conjunc-r 
ture,  may  pofllbly  be  done  by  iinidi  circumftances, 
fometimes  better  than  by  great. 

The  firft  word  the  prince  laid  upon  it  to  Mr.  Hyde 
and  me  togedier,  after  he  acquainted  his  liighnefs  with 
his  whole  inflrudlion,  was,  that  he  knew  very  well 
what  effcft  this  would  have  had,  if  it  had  come  over 
three  v/eeks  ago,  inftead  of  monfieur  du  Cros ;  but 
that  he  cp4ld  not  tell  what  efiedl  it  would  have  now, 
more  than  that  it  would  furprize  every  body  \  but  that, 
for  his  own  part,  he  was  very  glad  to  find  the  king  in 
that  mind ;  and  thought  it  might  do  good,  and  could 
(lo  no  harm.  And  then  faid  all  that  paflcd  farther,  of 
whi<ph  Mr.  Hjrde  gave  you  fo  exaft  an  account  laft 
Ppfti 
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The  next  day  the  prince  fpeaking  to  me,  in  pri- 
vate, upon  it,  at  firft  lift  up  his  hands  and  eyes  two 
or  three  times,  and  laid,  Is  it  poffible  that  this  and  du 
Cros's  bufmefs  could  come  from  the  fame  hands  ?  That 
he  found,  by  Mn  Hyde's  inftrudions,  the  king  was 
troubled  about  what  he  had  done  in  that  bufmefs;  but 
it  was  a  pace  that  could  not  be  difcovered  ;  and  that 
his  refolving  to  warrant  the  neutrality  of  Spain  had  un*- 
done  us  all ;  for  without  that  this  State  would  never 
have  done  it;  nor  never  have  figned  without  Spain, 
if  du  Cros  had  not  perfuadcd  them  here,  that  the 
king  had  abfolutely  taken  his  meafures  with  France 
about  the  peace.  That  the  defign  of  du  Cros's  journey 
was  laid  after  monfieur  Barillon  knew  his  mailer  had 
refolved  to  fign  the  peace,  upon  yielding  to  evacuate 
the  towns.     That  the  end  of  it  was  to  Ihake  his  ma- 
jefty's  meafures  here,  by  making  them  believe  he  had 
taken  them  abfolutely  with  France  about  the  peace ; 
and  to  lofe  his  majefty's  credit  wholly  with  all  the  al- 
fies,  by  letting  them  know,  he  was  refolved  to  bring 
about  the  refhtution  of  Sweden,  as  foon  as  Holland 
was  out  of  the  war:  and  to  have  me  fent  to  Nime- 
guen,  juft  at  the  fame  time  that  I  might  have  hin- 
dered the  figning  a  peace  without  Spain  by  my  being 
here.     That  the  French  ambafladors  had  told  mon- 
fieur Odyke,  immediately  upon  du  Cros's  arrival,  that 
I  had  orders  to  come  away  prefently,  becaufe  I  was 
making  t;he  war  here,  while  his  majefty  had  taken  his 
meafures  with  France  for  the  peace;  and  that  it  was 
a  bold  thing  of  me  to  ftay  at  the  Hague,  contrary  to 
my  pofitivc  orders.    The  prince  added,  that  he  knew, 
from  a  good  hand,  by  whom  this  whole  bufmefs  had 
been  brought  about ;  and  made  very  melancholy  re^ 
fleftions  upon  it.      That  for  Mr.  Hyde's  commiffion, 
it  would  furprize  the    more  here,  becaufe   after  this 
very  bufmefs,    and  the  figning  of  the  peace  being 
known  in  En^and,  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  had 
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written  to  the  States,  that  the  king  approved  of  what 
they  had  done,  and  v/as  glad  of  it :  that  it  was  too 
cold  and  too  hot-,  and  that,  for  his  part,  he  always 
thought  of  the  boatfwain  in  the  yachts  which  brought 
him  over,  who  was  all  ni^ht  crying  out  ftill  to  the 
&z^rim2L\\Jleddy\Jlcddy'j  which  he  thought  was  as  ne- 
ceflary  in  all  counfel  as  at  fea.  After  tbb,  he  told 
me  what  ufe  he  hoped  might  be  made  of  it  (which  I 
writ  your  lordlhip  laft  poft)  but  that  it  could  not 
bring  the  State  again  into  war,  unlcfs  France  fliould 
refufe  to  fign  with  Spain  upon  fuch  conditions  as  the 
State  Ihould  think  Spain  had  reafon  in-,  or  elfe  refufe 
adhially  to  evacuate  the  towns,  or  to  change  the  thir- 
teenth article  of  the  treaty, 

Thefc  were  the  prince's  true  thoughts  upon  it: 
monfieur  de  Lyra,  the  Spanifh  minifter,  faid  upon  it 
at  firft,  that  this  refolution  of  his  majefty  was  a  mi- 
racle wrought  for  Spain  and  this  State,  if  they  cQuld 
be  fo  wife  as  to  make  ufe  of  it  -,  but  tliat  he  forefaw 
the  States  would  not:  that  the  thing  was  gone  too  far 
(ince  the  figning  of  the  peace  by  the  States  ambaffa- 
dors,  and  ot  the  ceflation  of  the  hoftilityby  the  prince  j 
and  that  Spain  could  not  hope  to  better  their  terms 
By  it,  becaufe  this  State  would  not  fall  in  with  his 
majefty,  unlefs  France  lliould  refufe  to  evacuate  the 
towns,  which  he  was  fure  they  would  not  do.  So  that 
what  they  could  hope  was,  that  the  States,  feeing  his 
majefly  fo  firm  in  it,  would,  at  lead,  fecure  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  towns  to  Spain,  as  well  as  that  of  Mae- 
ftricht  to  thcmfelvcs.  But  that  he  was  afraid  of  this 
generous  pace  in  his  majefty  having  an  effeft  upon  the 
jealoufy  Amfterdam,  and  fome  of  the  other  great 
towns,  had  of  the  prince,  and  his  defign  to  continue 
the  war  in  concert  widi  England. 

The  marquis  dc  Grana  (who  is  the  emperor's  chief 
minifter  in  all  thel'e  parts,  and  one  of  the  beft  in 
all  kinds  that  I  have  met  with)  told  me  yefterday  in 
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private  conference,  ^e  la  dofe  eft  trap  forte ;  and  that 
it  had  already  increafed  the  jealoufy  at  Amfterdam  io 
much,  that  they  had  given  their  opinion  (the  very 
next  day  after  Mr,  Hyde's  propofition)  to  ratify  the 
treaty  with  France.  That  the  king  had  reafon,  in  his 
opinion,  to  fay,  the  cafe  of  our  treaty  was  fallen ;  and 
that  if  the  States  were  as  defirous  to  continue  the  war, 
as  his  majefty  feemed  now  fo  go  into  it,  they  might 
make  the  French  proceedings  in  this  matter  avery  juft 
occafion,  as  not  having  performed  the  intentions  of 
our  treaty  :  but  that  there  was  no  thought  of  bring- 
ing them  into  the  war  upon  a  chicane  about  words, 
whether  the  French  decWation  were  in  form,  or  their 
promife  in  writing.    That  befides,  there  were  many 
who  wilhed  well  to  the  thing,  but  did  not  know  what 
to  make  of  this  boutade  in  England,  and  had  no  con- 
fidence b  it,  lincc  what  Van  Beuninghen  and  others 
had  written  the  poll  before,  about  his  majefty's  being 
pleafed  with  the  treaty;  and  fo  far,  that  he,  the  mar- 
quis, faw  a  letter  out  of  England  by  that  very  poft, 
which  faid,  the  king  was  Jo  much  fatisfied  with  it, 
that  he  was  upon  the  point  of  difowning  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins  and  me,  for  having  refufed  to  fign  the  treaty. 
That^  for  his  part,  he  looked  upon  as  all  defperate : 
that  France  vfoxMfaire  quelque  grand  coup  en  jiUemagne 
thefe  two  months ;  and  after  the  Germans  Ihould  re- 
tire into  winter  quarters,  would  come  back  With  all 
their  forces  into  Flanders,  and  matter  it,  in  cafe  the 
towns  Ihould  not  be  evacuated  before  that  time;  which 
they  would  endeavour  by  all  the  delays  towards  Spain, 
and  all  the  artifices  poflfible  towards  this  State.      That 
whatever  came  of  it,  he  found  his  mafter  the  empe- 
ror was  abfblutely  refolved  never  to  feparate  himfelf 
from  the  princes  of  the  empire  in  the  courfe  of  the 
treaty,  but  leave  the  event  to  God  Almighty. 

Laft  night  late  the  prince  told  me.  That  he  hoped 
to  have  the  majority  rf  voices,  very  confiderably,  in 
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this  province,  and  the  other  provinces  entirely*,  for 
not  ratifying  their  treaty  till  Spain  had  figned.  That, 
for  his  part,  he  would  endeavour  all  he  could,  that 
they  might  not  do  it  till  Spain  fhould  be  ready  to  ra- 
tify at  the  fame  time ;  but  that  he  could  have  no 
hopes  of  carrying  it  any  farther,  unlefs  France  fhould 
renjfe  to  conclude  with  Spain,  upon  the  propofitions 
they  had  offered  at  Nimeguen,  and  which  Spain  had 
accepted.  That  if  they  could,  by  his  maje{fy*s  firm- 
nefs,  fecure  the  towns  in  the  Spaniards  hands,  and 
thereby  for  the  prefent  fave  Flanders,  all  that  he  faw 
to  be  done,  was  to  prefs  the  whole  bufinefs  on  towards 
a  general  peace ;  fmce  without  it,  after  this  State  and 
Spain  were  out  of  the  war,  he  did  not  fee  what  could 
hinder  France  from  taking  Treves,  Cologn,  Mentz, 
and  Strafburg,  though  they  fhould  not  invade  Cleves 
and  Juliers  prefently ;  and  that  after  they  had  maflered 
the  Rhine,  they  would  foon  do  the  fame  by  this  coun- 
try and  Flanders. 

This  morning  I  heard  that  five  of  the  greatefl:  towns 
in  Holland,  next  Amfterdam,  and  three  of  the  chiefs 
in  North  Holland,  as  well  as  the  nobles,  were  cer- 
tainly fixed  in  not  ratifying  their  treaty  without  Spain ; 

•  and  that  fome  of  them  were  refolved  to  fall  perfonal- 
ly  upon  monfieur  Valkcner,  who  had  abfolutely  go- 
verned  Amfterdam  in  the  opinion  they  had  taken,  and 

'  with  whom  monfieur  Van  Lewen  had  a  (harp  andper- 
fonal  brufh,  the  laft  day  the  States  of  Holland  were 
affembled.  How  late  they  may  fit  to-day  I  know  not, 
but  hope  I  may,  before  the  clofure  of  this  pacquet, 
give  your  lordfhip  fome  account  how  the  debate  runs; 
though  I  do  not  expedt  this  fitting  fhould  end  it. 

Having  given  your  lordfhip  fuch  a  particular  ac- 
count of  thofe  perfons  thoughts  upon  it,  which  I  et 
teem  moft  confiderable  here,  and  who  are  leaft  likely 
to  be  deceived,  I  fhall  not  add  any  judgment  of  my 
own,  which  ends  but  in  one  point  I  mentioned  in  my 
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lafl:  to  your  lordlhip,  that  all  inftruftions  his  majef- 
ty  can  give  to  any  man  here,  ought  to  be  executed 
(and  directed  to  be  fo)  in  concert  with  the  prince,'  in* 
cafe  his  judgment  upon  them  were  not  had  before : 
and  Mr.  Hyde  is  moft  abfolutely  of  this  opinion  j 
and  wifhes  often,  that  fuch  a  clauie  had  been  in  his, 
in  cafe  he  Ihould  find  the  prince  here  :  for  want  of  it 
he  has  been  engaged  to  purfue  his  inftruftions  al- 
ready, farther  than  he  thought  the  thing  would  well 
bear  \  and  is  in  great  pain  what  to  do  upon  the  laft 
point  of  them,  about  his  majeftv^s  refolution  to  recal 
nis  troops,  in  cafe  the  States  fall  not  into  his  majef- 
ty*s  prdent  mind  upon  the  treaty;  which  the  prince 
and  penfioner  hitherto  are  of  opinion  would  be  a  moft 
deftruftivc  pace  to  the  whole  bufinefs.  I  am  ever, 
with  equal  pafTion  and  truth,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 

To  the  Prince  EleSlor  Palatine. 

Hague,  Sept.  8,  N.  S.  1678, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 
7  Received  fome  rime  fince  the  honour  of  a  letter 

from  your  highnefs,  of  July  29,  by  the  convey- 
ance of  my  lord  ambalTador  Jenlcins,  and  fhould  not 
have  failed  immediately  to  make  that  return  which 
became  me,  in  the  acknowledgment  of  it,  if  it  had 
found  me  in  my  ftacion  at  Nimeguen,  as  your  high^ 
pefs  intended.  But  being  divided  between  thefe  two 
embaffies,  and  finding  the  duties  of  them  fometimes 
different,  I  cannot  pretend  to  charge  myfelf  with  any 
parts  of  my  funftion  as  a  mediator  there,  while  I 
find  myfelf  engaged  in  another  fort  of  figure  during 
my  abode  here.  Befides,  I  was  willing  to  fee  what 
paces  hi3  majefty  might  think  fit  to  make  or  decline 
in  the  bufinefs  of  a  general  peace,  before  I  gave  my- 
felf the  honour  of  entertaining  your  highnefs  uopn 
ihc  (hare  yon  arc  like  %o  have  in  it.    But  fince  die 
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king  has  thought  fit  to  propoie  a  cefladon  of  Iht 
months  in  order  towards  it,  I  fhall  prefvune  to  tell 
your  highnds  my  opinion,  freely,  upon  thofe  two 
points,  wherein  monficur  Spanheim  told  me,  you  were 
pkafcd  chiefly  to  concern  yourfelf. 

For  the  firft,  about  Philipfburg,  I  do  not  fee  how  a 
peace  between  France  and  the  empire  can  be  purfued 
upon  any  other  foot,  than  what  your  highnefs  pro- 
pofes  to  yourfelf  in  that  matter ;  fo  that  I  believe  a 
general  ncccffity  will  therein  fervc  to  advance  and  to 
effed  a  particular  intereil  which  your  highnefs  lays  io 
much  to  heart,  and  with  fo  much  reafon. 

For  the  other  pretcnfion,  of  relief  and  reparation  of 
the  great  damages  your  highnefs  has  fufioed  by  the 
war^  fmce  your  highnefs  intends  (and,  I  think,  pru* 
denily)  to  infifl  no  farther  upon  it,  than  by  engaging 
his  majeft/s  offices  and  inflances  towards  France,  I 
think  your  highnefs  will  do  better  to  procure  them 
immediately  by  your  minifler  at  London,  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  from  court  to  the  king's  ambaffador  at  Paris, 
with  orders  to  purfue  and  value  them  there,  as  a  par- 
ticular and  domeflic  concernment  which  his  majefly 
takes  in  your  highncfs's  intereft,  rather  than  truft  to 
their  being  handed  over  to  the  king's  ambafladors 
mediators  at  Nimeguen,  perhaps,  in  a  crowd  of  man^ 
other  princes  pretenfions,  which  may  all  be  recom- 
mended in  his  majeflVs  name,  and  by  his  minifter^ 
there,  but  not  with  tnat  earneflnefs  and  diftindion, 
which  I  fhould  be  glad  the  crown  of  England  would 
€xprefs  upon  all  occafions,  in  what  concerns  your 
highnefs  or  your  family. 

I  beg  your  highnefs's  pardon  for  fo  long  an  inter- 
ruption, and  your  belief  of  my  being  ever,  with  great 
devotion  and  truth.  Sir,  your  highnefs's,  &c. 


r# 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Kingy  the  Prince  of  Orange,  &c.  429 

To  my  lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept,  20,  N.  S.  1678. 

"V^^OUR  lordlhip  will  have  tound  by  my  laft  lb 
^  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon,  what  the  great  affair 
here  was  like  to  end  in;  and  by  Mr.  Hyde's  this  ordi« 
nary,  that  has  abfolutely  taken  that  ply  which  was 
then  defigned  by  the  prince  and  penfioner,  and  ap« 
proved  by  monfieur  de  Lyra  as  all  that  could  be  wi(h* 
ed;  or,  at  leaft,  that  they  could  propofe  to  them- 
lelves,  after  the  courie  it  has  run  for  theie  two  or  three 
months  pafb.  The  circumftances  with  which  it  was 
concluded  yefterday,  may  be  worth  his  majefly*$ 
knowled^;  and  therefore  I  thought  fit  to  trouble 
your  lorfihip  with  them. 

When  it  was  propofed  in  the  form  I  mentioned  in 
my  laft,  the  town  of  Amfterdam  oppofcd  it,  and  faid 
abfolutely  they  had  no  orders  from  their  principals 
farther  than  barely  to  ratify  the  treaty,  without  other 
circumftances  or  conditions:  that  for  any  fecurity 
could  be  propofed  to  the  Spaniards  in  their  treaty,  or 
afterwards  for  Flanders,  it  was  provided  for  Effici- 
ently in  the  article  between  his  majefty  and  this  State, 
concerning  a  guaranty  to  be  given  by  them  jointly  for 
the  peace  between  France  and  Spain, 

In  this  propofition  the  town  of  Amfterdam  (which 
ufcd  ever  to  have  one  or  two  q£  the  great  towns  in  clofe 
intelligence  with  them,  and  two  or  three  of  the  fmall 
ones  in  a  fervile  dependence)  had  now  the  ill-luck  not 
to  be  feconded  by  any  one  town  of  the  whole  province 
of  Holland;  but  all  of  them  run  down  the  deputies 
of  that  town  with  fuch  violence,  and  particular  rcfent* 
ment  againft  their  conduft  in  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
negotiation,  that  they  fuficred  the  thing  to  pafe  with-^ 
out  any  farther  debate  or  oppofition,  and  to  be  drawa 
lap  with  all  the  ftrength  tteit  the  prince  could  defire, 
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both  as  to  the  Dutch  ambafladors  declaring  to  the 
French  at  Nimeguen,  upon  delivering  the  ratifications, 
that  it  was  done  upon  this  condition,  that  the  treaty 
likewife  with  Spain  fliould  be  ratified  by  the  time  li- 
Aiited,  and  afterwards  duly  executed  -,  or  elfe,  that  the 
treaty  Ihould  be  wholly  void:  and  alio  to  the  States 
declaring  to  his  majefty,  that  in  default  of  fuch  per- 
formance, the  late  treaty  between  his  Majefly  and  this 
State  Ihould  take  efFedt;  and  le  cas  du  traite  feroU 
tenu  pour  echeu. 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  this  aff^r,  wliich  held  in  the 
States  of  Holland  from  three  yefterday  afternoon  till 
fix,  and  afterwards  paffed  in  the  States  General,  all 
the  towns  of  Holland,  except  Amfterdam,  as  weU  as 
all  the  other  provinces,  declared  in  all  their  whole  dif- 
courfes  upon  this  whole  fubjeft,  that  they  owed  the 
peace  and  reftitution  of  the  towns,  and  the  faving  of 
Flanders,  wholly  to  his  majefty:  that,  without  the 
laft  treaty,  they  faw  plainly  France  would  have  yield- 
ed to  no  terms  with  Spain,  nor  have  made  good  their 
own  offers  in  feveral  points  to  this  State:  that  no- 
thing but  a  firm  union  of  this  State  with  England, 
could  make  any  ftop  againft  the  ambition  and  great- 
nefs  of  France;  and  therefore  that  they  muft  ever 
ftick  firm  to  the  alliance  with  the  crown  of  England, 
and  look  upon  it  as  their  falvator\  wliich  was  the 
word  that  run  among  them.  And  the  prince  himfelf 
told  me,  that  he  never  faw  fuch  a  firmnefs  generally 
among  them,  as  was  upon  this  point;  nor  fuch  a 
confulion  and  filence,  as  that  of  the  deputies  of  Am- 
fterdam upon  it. 

After  diis  was  done,  the  nobles  of  Holland,  being 
the  firft  member  of  the  province,  taking  occafion  from 
a  proteft  which  the  town  of  Amfterdam  had  put  in  fome 
days  fince,  againft  thofe  which  intended  to  difficult  or 
delay  the  ratification  with  France,  brought  in  formally 
a  counter-proteft  againft  the  town  of  Amfterdam,.  rip- 
ping 
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ping  up  their  whole  conduft  in  thecourfe  of  this  af- 
fair, laying  this  peace  at  their  doors,  and  the  ruinous 
confcquence  of  it  to  the  prefent  trade  of  thefe  coun- 
tries, as  well  as  to  the  intereft  of  this  State,  and  the 
princes  their  neighbours  and  allies;  efpecially  upon 
the  points  of  Cleves  and  Juliers ;  and  protefting  the 
town  of  Amfterdam  to  be  anfwerable  for  all  the  mit 
chiefs  that  could  any  way  come  upon  this  State,  by 
reafon  of  fuch  an  unfafe  and  infamous  peace. 

Upon  the  reading  of  it,  monfieur  Valkener  turned 
pale  as  a  clout,  (o  as  every  body  took  notice  of  it;  and 
after  it  was  read,  the  deputies  of  that  town  all  confeC- 
ied,  that  the  nobles  had  reafon  in  all  they  alledged, 
and  that  they  had  only  one  thing  to  fay  for  themfelves, 
which  was,  die  plea  of  neceflity ;  having  been  of  opi- 
nion, it  was  impoflible  for  the  State  to  fupport  the 
war  any  Ipnger. 

Thus  your  lordlhip  will  find  how  true  a  meafure  I 
gave  his  majefty  of  this  country,  upon  my  laft  return 
irom  Nimem.ien  after  du  Cros*s  errand,  both  as  to 
what  effeft  his  majefty^s  fteadinefs  and  firmncfs  would 
have  in  advancing  the  prince's  credit  and  intereft,  and 
devolving  the  whole  dependence  of  this  State  upon 
his  majefty;  and  likewife  as  to  what  efieft  every  loofe 
pace  we  made  with  them  would  certainly  have,  in 
throwing  them  wholly  upon  France,  even  in  Ipight  of 
all  the  prince  fliould  be  able  to  do  in  reftraining  them. 
1  will  only  add  now  my  own  opinion  as  to  what  will 
follow  the  peace;  which  is,  that  whereas  it  has  been 
the  general  thought,  that  the  prince's  authority  was 
kept  up  by  the  war,  and  would  decline'  upon  the 
peace;  I  believe  quite  the  contrary,  and  that  it  will 
very  much  increafe  upon  the  peace  itfelf,  becaufe  eve- 
ry body  will  fee  by  the  courfe  of  afFaii*s  afterwards, 
that  the  prince  was  all  this  while  in  die  true  interefts 
of  the  country ;  and  that  thofe  who  advanced  fuch  a 
j^eace  as  this,  were  certainly  out  of  it,  either  upon  fac- 
tion. 
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tion,  or  corruption,  or  want  of  good  fenfe:  and  by 
what  I  hear  or  the  town  of  Amfterdam  themfelves,  I 
believe  thefe  two  or  three  men  that  have  led  them  in 
this  courfe,  will  certainly  come  in  a  little  time  to  lofe 
their  credit ;  and  I  have  fome  reafon  to  think,  mon- 
fieur  Valkener  would  already  be  glad  to  compound 
for  that. 

I  cannot  but  add  one  word  which  palled  laft  night 
between  the  prince  and  me  upon  this  occafion ;  which 
was,  that  I  had  not  known  a  bolder  aftion  of  one  that 
was  counted  a  timorous  man,  than  this  of  Valkener, 
to  fet  himfelf  up  at  the  head  of  a  party  here  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  his  highnefs  •  not  only  in  regard  of  his  autho- 
rity in  the  State,  or  his  appwf  from  England ;  but 
chiefly  in  regard  of  his  highnefs  being  fo  abfolute  in 
the  interefts  of  the  country:  for  otherwife,  I  fhould 
not  think  it  a  bold  thing,  if  Valkener  were  in  it,  and 
his  highnefs  out  of  it.  Upon  which  the  prince  re- 
plied, *  No;  but  on  the  contrary  it  would |be  a  bold 

*  thing  for  me  to  be  out  of  it;  and  thofe  that  have 

*  been  fo,  you  will  fee  ruined,  even  by  the  peace  they 

*  have  promoted.* 

In  fhort,  liis  majefty's  lirmnefs,  and  the  prince's 
faving  of  Mons,  have  brought  the  thing  to  this  head, 
and  left  his  highnefs  in  the  pofture  he  Sands.  It  will, 
I  doubt  not,  continue  while  his  majefly  is  firm  and 
fteady  in  his  prefent  meafures;  and  France  is  fo  fen- 
fible  of  ill  thepace  they  have  made  in  the  firft  diffi- 
culty about  evacuating  the  towns,  that  the  feveral  mi- 
niflers  of  that  crown  make  it  their  bufmefs  to  clear 
themfelves  of  it,  fmce  they  find  it  will  not  pafs  here 
to  throw  it  upon  the  Swedes ;  but  I  do  not  fee  how 
they  can  ever  recover  the  truft  they  have  loft  by  it  in 
this  country,  nor  the  credit  of  their  party  here. 

Your  lordfhip  will  find  in  Mr.  Hyde's. letter  two 

points  upon  which  the  prince  defired  us  to  write  this 

ordinary;  one  about  the  fatisfadtion  of  his  debts  front 

2  Spain 
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Spain  by  the  ceflion  of  Maeftricht :  the  other  about  the 
Prin5:efs*s  portion.  The  introduftion  he  gave  them 
was,  that  now  he  faw  sdl  public  bufinefs  draw  to  an 
end  here,  he  would  begin  to  think  of  his  own. 

Upon  the  firft,  I  having  fcen  his  highncfs  fince  Mn 
Hyde,  I  advifed  a  turn  in  it  which  he  approved  of  j 
that  was,  not  to  pretend  abfolutely  a  ceffion  of  Mae- 
ftricht and  Limburgh  at  prefent,  but  only  that  Spain 
Ihould  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  the  prince  till  they 
found  out  a  way  of  acquitting  his  debts,  the  difficul- 
ties whereof  will,  in  all  appearance,  put  them  upon 
this  expedient  themfelves :  this  I  offered,  becaufe  1 
knew  monfieur  de  Lyra  had  feemed  much  furprized 
and  fhocked  at  this  propofition  this  morning  from  the 
penfioner  -,  though  I  have  reafon  to  believe  they  are 
not  ynprepared  tor  it  at  Madrid.  The  prince  defires 
the  orders  his  majefty  fends  to  his  feveral  ambafla- 
dors  upon  this  fubjeft  may  run  in  that  form. 

For  the  other,  about  the  portion,  he  defires  his  ma- 
jefty will  cither  pay  it  by  the  proportions  of  times 
agreed  on,  or  elfe  by  fetting  apart  fuch  a  fum  of  the 
monthly  tax  given  by  the  parliament,  and  including 
this  portion,  as  will  make  the  payment  within  the  timq 
agreed  on,  which  is,  I  think,  about  4000  1.  per  month, 
there  being  one  of  the  two  years  already  paft. 

Your  lordlhip  will  have  obferved  in  my  laft  letter 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon,  the  mention  of  one  I  had 
received  from  the  king  to  the  States  and  myfelf, 
about  two  fliips  taken  three  years  fmce  by  a  Zealand 
capen 

The  letter?  came  through  Mr.  Secretary  William- 
fon*s  office,  but  in  fuch  a  ftyle,  as  Mr.  Hyde  and  I 
were  equally  amazed,  confidering  the  game  that  was 
playing  here,  whether  this  ftate  fhould  take  their  mea- 
fures  with  England  or  with  France :  fo  we  both  rcfol- 
ved  it  fhould  fir  ft  be  fhewed  the  prince.  The  matter 
was  of  itfelf  in  a  way  of  being  difpatched,  and  not  i^i 
Vol.  IV.  F  f  all 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


4-;  4         Lrtters  cf  Sir  WillUni  Temple 

all  above  the  value  of  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  i 
and  coming  without  any  line  from  the  fecretary  him- 
ielf,  we  took  them  to  be  things  of  form,  and  procured 
only  by  thefolicitation  of  the  parties,  and  without  any 
refleftions  of  his  majefty's.  When  1  fheyed  it  the 
prince,  he  faid,  that  he  hoped  I  confidered  the  king's 
ferviGe  here,  mOre  than  to  deliver  fuch  a  letter :  that 
he  was  fure  the  king  never  faw  it :  that  it  was  a  letter 
to  have  been  writ  in  1 67 1,  when  the  king  was  refolved 
to  quarrel  with  this  ftate,  and  not  now,  when  he 
was  fallen  into  meafures  with  them.  Nay,  he  was 
confident  Mr,  Secretary  had  taken  the  draught  of  the 
letters  that  were  written  then,  and  had  only  changed 
the  names  •,  that  the  States  would  certainly  interpret 
ir,  that  his  majefty  had  refolved  ftill  to  quarrel  with 
tliem,  and  had  taken  his  meafures  again  with  France, 
which  would  make  them  try  to  do  fo  too :  that  in  all 
the  difpofitions  of  that  king  here,  Zealand  had  ftill 
been  moft  inclined  to  England,  with  whom  this  breach 
is  threatened  to  begin :  for,  entering  into  it  with  the 
admiralty  there,  was,  in  efrcft,  with  the  whole  pro- 
vince. In  (hort,  he  faid  it  would  be  abfolutely  ne- 
cefTary  to  fupprefs  the  letter  till  I  had  farther  orders  •, 
but  that  he  would  underuike  this  bufinefs  fhould  cer- 
tainly be  done. 

I  fend  your  lordlhip  a  copy:  of  the  letter,  which 
was  direfted  to  me,  or  the  fecretary  of  the  emba^y 
here  in  my  abfence ;  fo  that  if  I  had  not  been  upon 
the  place,  he  had  certainly  delivered  it  the  next  morn- 
ing ;  and,  which  the  prince  thought  very  hard  too, 
a  copy  of  the  letter  was  given  to  the  perfons  that  foli- 
cit  it  here ;  fo  that  I  was  fain  to  defire  them  to  keep 
it  up  to  themfelves,  till  they  found  whether  I  could  ck> 
their  bufinefs  or  no  without  it.  This  puts  me  in 
•  mind  of  repeating  again  what  I  writ  to  your  lordfhip 
upon  my  laft  return  from  NimeguCTi,  of  the  neCeffity 
there  would  be,  while  his  majefty  continues  his  mea- 
fures 
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fures  here  as  they  are,  for  his  minifters  to  aft  upon 
concert  with  his  highnefs,  at  leaft  till  they  had 
made  a  reprefentation  to  his  majefty,  upon  their  orders, 
of  fuch  confequences  as  could  not  be,  or  were  not  forc- 
feen  in  England  when  they  were  iffued.  I  told  the 
prince,  at  his  return  from  the  campaign,  the  firft  time 
Mr.  Hyde  and  I  attended  him,  that  I  had  written  to 
your  lordihip  upon  this  fubjefl,  and  what  you  had 
returned  of  the  commiiTion  the  king  had  given  you, 
to  afTure  his  highnefs  of  his  majefly's  refolution  in  it. 
The  prince  faid  to  us  both  upon  it,  that  the  truth  was, 
if  his  majefty  confidered  him  as  perfeftiy  in  his  own 
intereft,  it  ought  to  be  fo ;  and  that  the  prince  ought 
to  be  the  king's  ambaffador  here ;  and  in  that  cale  he 
ihould  be  able  to  ferve  his  majefly ;  which  were  jult 
hi$  words;  and  1  thought  fit  to  let  your  lordihip 
know  them,  becaufe,  notwithftanding  what  you  were 
pleafed  to  fay,  I  neither  obferve  any  fuch  direftions  to 
me  fince,  either  in  general,  or  in  this  particular ;  nor 
any  to  Mr.  Hyde  at  liis  coming  away,  though  he 
brought  an  inftruftion  with  him,  which  would  abfo- 
lutely  have  fpoiled  the  king's  bufinefs  here,  if,  at  the 
prince's  defire,  he  had  not  fupprcfled  it.  And  it  is  a 
very  hard  cafe  for  an  ambaffador  either  to  hinder  his 
matter's  fervice  (perhaps  ruin  it)  or  elfe  by  fupprefling 
an  order,  to  lie  under  the  lafh  of  a  fecretary,  who 
jjerhaps  would  be  pleafed  with  making  others  fmart 
for  his  own  faults. 

There  is  a  paper  lately  fent  over  to  be  prefented  his 
majefty  from  the  Lunenburgh  minifters  at  Nimeguen, 
about  a  difficulty  they  have  met  with  in  feeing  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins,  though  they  pretend  to  have  fatisfied 
the  forms  his  majefty  requires,  as  to  the  competition 
with  the  emperor.  All  I  fliall  fay  upon  it  is,  that 
Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  is  bound  up  by  fuch  ftrift  orders 
in  thefe  points,  that  I  do  not  fee  how  he  can  poffibly 
with  them  perform  the  part  of  a  mediator,  being  ab- 
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foliitely  bound  up  already  from  feeing  one  of  the  Spa- 
nilh,  Danifli,  and  Dutch  embaflies,  and  now  ihefe  of 
Lunenburgh,  fo  much  as  in  third  places,  or  ordinary 
converfation  or  bufinefs :  to  cither  of  which  I  never 
underftood  how  fuch  orders  fiiould  be  tied,  or  why 
that  Ihould  go  any  farther  than  the  bufinefs  or  vifits 
of  ceremony. 

I  art<  your  lordfliip^s  pardon  for  the  length  of  this 
trouble,  which  was  intended  only  to  give  you  fuch 
liglits  as  I  thought  might  be  neceflary,  and  you  would 
not,  perhaps,  receive  from  any  orher  hand.  I  am 
ever,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 

To  the  Duke  ofOrmond. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  23,  N.  S.  1678, 

QINCE  my  laft  to  your  grace  nothing  hath  palled 
here  but  what  yovi  will  have  forefeen,  which  ended 
with  Mr.  Hyde's  propofition  from  his  majefly.  The 
States  excufed  themfclvcs  from  any  formal  anfwer  to 
it  for  fomc  time,  not  knowing  how  the  di/Hculties 
between  France  and  Spran  v/ere  like  to  determine. 
Tlie  French  ambafTadors  at  Nimeguen  feemed  peremp- 
tory in  their  demands,  elpecially  of  Beaumont,  and 
the  chatelenye  of  Aeth ;  but  at  length  fubmitted  them- 
fclvcs to  the  arbitrage  of  this  ftate,  as  the  Spaniards 
had  done  to  his  majefty  and  them.  Monfieur  d'Avaux 
came  poll  hither  trom  Nimeguen  to  fupport  his  ma- 
iler's right  upon  this  arbitrage,  which  was  to  be  dif- 
patched  in  five  days,  fo  as  to  make  way  for  figning 
the  peace  with  Spain  before  the  laft  day  left  for  the  ra- 
tifications with  this  ftate,  which  was  the  21ft  current. 
But  before  he  had  been  two  days  here,  a  courier  came 
to  him  with  news,  that  the  king  of  France  had  gene- 
roufly  remitted  both  points  to  the  Spaniards  without 
any  arbitrage,  f^D  as  the  peace  was  to  be  figned  on 
Saturday  laft  the  17th.  This  was  done,  and  the  States 
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on  Monday  refolved  to  exchange  their  ratifications  with 
France ;  but  at  the  fame  time  to  declare,  that  it  was 
upon  condition  of  their  performing  the  treaty  with 
Sp^n ;  if  not,  this  between  them  and  France  to  be 
void.  Before  this,  they  refolved  likewife  to  give  Mr. 
Hyde  and  me  their  formal  anfwer  to  his  majefty's  laft 
propofition,  that  though  France  had  figned  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  and  theirs  with  France  would  thereupon 
be  ratified,  yet  they  had  c'eclared  to  his  majefty,  it 
was  with  this  refolutlon,  that  if  France  either  rerufcd 
to  ratify  their  treaty  with  Spain,  or  to  perform  after- 
wards the  conditions  of  it,  this  ftate  fhould  hold  le  cas 
du  dernier  traiii  avec  fa  majefii  four  ichii ;  and  fliould 
be  ready  to  perform  the  condition  of  it. 

This  was  all  the  prince  himfelf  propofed  to  bring 
it  to  here,  fince  the  game  had  gone  too  far  to  be  reco- 
vered in  ^y  other  manner,  and  the  town  of  Amfter* 
d^m  ^as  ^ainft  this  itfelf. 

Upon  the  exchange  of  ratifications  made  at  Nime* 
guen  between  France  and  this  ftate,  on  Wednefday, 
in  purfuance  of  this  anfwer  from  the  States,  Mr,  Hyde 
c;pibarked  yefterday  morning  for  England,  and  with 
him  my  lord  QfTory,  refolved  to  fee  your  grace  in 
Ireland,  before  any  thoughts  of  returning  hither.  All 
that  is  now  left  to  be  done,  is  to  enter  into  guaranties 
with  this  ftate  for  what  remains  of  Flanders,  and  to 
try  if  the  progrefs  of  France  upon  the  Rhine  may  be 
prevented  by  any  fteps  towards  a  general  peace ;  the 
firft  whereol^  and  which  the  prince  is  much  concerned 
in,  has  been  made  already  by  his  majefty*s  propofi- 
tion at  Nimeguen  for  a  general  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
which  France  yet  refufes  to  come  to  upon  the  fcore  of 
Sweden,  as  they  give  out,  but  as  others  believe,  upon 
their  own.    I  am,  my  lord,  your  grace's,  &c. 
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^0  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oft,  7,  N.  S.  1678. 

TJ  Y  my  letter  this  ordinary  to  Mr.  Secretary  Wil- 
^  liamfon,  your  lordlhip  will  find  an  account  of  my 
late  journey  to  Amfterdam,  and  to  the  prince  at  Hoog-  ' 
Ihoore,  about  24  leagues  from  this  place,  with  one  part 
of  the  errand  that  occafioned  it,  and  the  fuccefs  of  it. 
There  were  two  other  occafions  which  led  me  to  it, 
that  I  thought  not  fit  to  mention  in  a  letter  which  muff 
pafs  fo  many  eyes,  referving  them  for  yourfelf,  and, 
by  your  means,  for  his  majefty  and  royal  highneis  ; 
fmce  one  of  them  had  its  rife  in  private  confidence 
from  the  prince,  and  the  other  from  your  lordlhip's 
laft  letter,  wherein  you  feemed  fo  defirous  pf  know- 
ing his  opinion  upon  two  points  of  great  conftquencc, 
^vhich  I  thought  it  neceflary  you  fhould  be  fatisfied  in 
by  the  firfl^  without  attending  the  prince's  return, 
v;hich  was  like  to  draw  out  into  fome  length. 

Upon  his  highnefs  leaving  the  town  laft,  he  very 
carneftly  recommended  to  me  the  making  a  journey  to 
Amfterdam,  not  only  for  difcovering  their  minds  there 
as  to  the  point  of  the  guaranty,  of  which  I  have  given 
Mr.  Secretary  an  account,  but  likewifc  as  to  the 
manner  they  are  like  to  live  with  the  prince  hereafter, 
now  the  peace  is  made ;  fince  their  carriage  in  the  late 
debate  here  about  Maeftricht  gave  the  prince  a  fuJpi- 
cion  that  they  were  refolved  to  do  it  declaredly,  upon 
all  occafions,  againft  his  opinion  and  interefts,  how- 
ever united  with  the  fenfe  of  the  other  provinces,  and 
even  the  reft  of  the  towns  in  this  ;  at  leaft  he  believed 
monfieur  Valkener  would  aft  that  part.  But  that 
his  highnefs  might  the  better  take  his  meafures,  he 
defircd  to  have  fome  certain  light,  both  as  to  his 
particular  refolutions,  and  how  he  was  likely  to  be  fe- 
conded  in  them  by  monfieur  Hoeft  5  that  is,  how  far 
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fupported,  or  where  deferted  in  them.     For  the  town 
of  Amfterdam  is  abfolutely  governed  by  thefe  two  men 
without  any  other  perfon  fo  much  as^retending  at  pre^ 
fcnt  any  fhare  in  it,     I  have  had  long  difcourfes  with 
them  both,  and  not  only  together,  but  feparately, 
and,  as  the  prince  thinks,  very  much  to  the  advan- 
tage of  his  affairs  and  fervice  here.     Monfieur  Val- 
kener,  who  is  a  very  thoughtful,  defigning,  and  co- 
vered man,  yet  went  fo  far  v/ith  me,  as  to  fay  plainlv 
at  laft,  that  tor  his  part,  he  fhould  ever  fhew  as  much 
refpcft  to  his  highnefs's  perfon  and  interefts  as  any 
man  in  the  country,  while  he  kept  within  the  eftablifh- 
^d  conllitutions  of  the  ftatc  -,  but  if,  upon  any  occa- 
fion,  he-  fhoukl  offer  to  go  beyond  them^  he  mull  op- 
pofe  it  as  far  as  he  could ;  and  believed,  not  only 
that  his  town  would  do  fo  too,  but  that  they  would 
be  applauded  m  it  by  the  other  towns  of  this  province  ; 
who  might  yet  in  the  States,  upon  other  refpeds,  give 
opinions  different  from  them :  that  there  were  two 
different  forts  of  people  for  the  prince  to  make  ufe  a£ 
here  j  one  that  were  fit  to  follow  him  at  court,  in  his 
hunting  andentertainments ;  another  that* were  fit  fpr 
the  magiftracy  of  this  country,  and  had  generally  a 
reputation  not  only  of  good  patriots,  but  of  men  of 
ability  and  honefty,  and  fuch  as  the  people  generally 
were  content  to  truft :  that  he  needed  not  name  any 
fuch  men,  the  prince  could  not  fail  of  knowing  them ; 
for  if  he  did  not  by  his  own  obferving,  common  fame 
would  tell  him  who  they  were  in  every  town :  and 
that  if  the  prince  would  nave  all  go  ealy  and  unani- 
mous here,  he  muft,  when  he  had  any  thbg  to  propofe 
in  the  States,  firft  fend  for  fome  of  thefe  men  from  the 
feveral  towns,  and  difcourfe  it  with  them  apart ;  if  he 
found  they  agreed  in  opinion  about  it,  he  might  rec- 
kon the  thing  would  certainly  and  eafily  pals  in  the 
States  •,  if  they  differed,  he  fhould  then  lend  for  them 
to  talk  it  over  with  them  togetlier,  and  tell  them,  he 
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found  they  were  of  feveral  minds,  and  therefore  he 
defired  they  would  rcafon  it  with  one  another  before 
him ;  which  would  produce  an  agreement  one  way 
or  other  among  them,  as  well  as  the  debates  here  in 
the  States  had  in  a  manner  ever  done ;  and  according- 
ly his  highnefs  might  take  his  certain  meafures. 

Monfieur  Hoeft,  who  is  a  much  franker  man,  andi 
of  greater  credit,  though  lefs  opinions  than  the  other, 
went  farther  with  me  j  for  after  fome  things  of  the 
fame  kind,  about  the  prince's  confulting  with  perfons 
trufted  and  efteemed  in  their  towns,  taking  his  mea- 
fures previoufly  with  thofe  of  Amfterdam  as  well  ^s 
other  towns,  which  were  publicly  known  to  be  at  his 
devotion  ;  not  confining  his  converfation  to  very  few 
perfons,  and  of  another  fort,  nor  the  confultadons  of 
bufmefs  to  any  one  or  two  itien  alone :  he  ended  with 
me,  at  laft,  in  this  conclufion,  that  nothing  was  fo 
neceffary  here  as  a  perfedt  union  between  the  prince 
and  States,  and  the  taking  away  all  appearance  of  the 
leaft  difference  between  them  ;  which  would  but  let 
France  into  the  ftate,  by  fiding  with  one  party  or 
other,  and  with  either  of  them  juft  as  would  ferve  their 
prefcnt  turn :  that  for  his  part,  he  was  fo  fenfible  of 
this,  and  had  fuch-  an  opinion  of  the  prince,  both  as 
to  his  moderation,  and  nis  underftanding  his  own  in- 
tereft  aright  to  be  perfeftly  joined  with  thofe  of  the 
country,    that,  notwithftanding  all  jealoufies  which 
had  unhappily  been  raifed  here,  or  might  be  fo  here- 
after,  perhaps  induftrioufly,  he  was  abfolutely  re- 
folved  lie  would  trvift  the  prince  till  he  fliould  fee 
him  engaged  in  courfes  a^ainft  the  interefts  and  liber- 
ties of  the  ftate-,    that  m  fuch  a  cafe  he   fliould 
enter  into  the  bonne  partie^  and  oppofe  it  according 
to  his  duty ;  but  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  would 
hot  go  about  to  hurt  both  his  country  and  the  prince 
too,  by  increafing  any  difference  between  them  upon 
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lufpicions,  or  jealoulies,  that  he  did  not  fee  a  plain 
ground  fon 

As  to  particular  occafions  of  difference  between  the 

JDiince  and  States,  now  after  the  peace,  he  would  not 
ee  any,  unlefs  it  Ihould  happen  about  a  fecond  re- 
duction of  the  army,  and  to  fuch  a  proportion  as 
might  be  maintained  by  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
country.  But  when  I  told  him,  the  time  of  propo- 
fing  this  was  chiefly  confiderable ;  whether  before  they 
ihould  fee  the  general  peace  made,  or  France  likewifc 
begin  to  difarm ;  and  upon  this  itfelf  they  ought  to 
debate  the  whole  thing  privately  with  the  prince  of 
Orange  before  they  brougjit  it  into  the  States;  he 
told  me,  he  thought  I  had  reafon,  and  he  fhould  be 
of  that  mind  •,  and  ended  with  faying  many  things  of 
the  greateft  efteem  that  could  be  of  the  prince,  and 
very  much  kindncfs  to  his  perfon  and  interefts ;  dc- 
fuing  me  to  give  his  highnels  the  alTurance  of  it. 

Upon  my  report  of  all  this  to  the  prince,  he  feera- 
ed  to  be  extremely  pleafed  with  it,  and  faid,  I  had 
made  a  journey  to  mighty  good  purpofe ;  and  he 
(hould  make  fo  good  a  ufe  of  it,  that  he  doubted  not 
to  be  able  to  give  good  account  of  this  country,  as 
to  what  fhould  be  their  part  in  the  general  concerns 
of  Chriftendom,  provided  his  majefly  would  be  but 
fteady  in  the  purluit  of  his  meafures  here. 

After  this  I  (hewed  him  your  lordfhip^s  letter,  dc- 
firing  to  know  his  opinion  about  his  majefty*s  recon- 
ciling with  France  in  fomething  about  Sw^en,  and 
entering  into  meafurps  with  them  in  behalf  of  that 
crown ;  and  likewife  about  a  match  with  that  king  to 
lady  Anne,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  purfued.  The  prince 
read  it  twice  over,  and  very  thoughtfully,  and  after 
fome  paufe  faid,  that  he  could  not  tell  on  the  fudden 
what  to  think  of  this  letter :  that  upon  his  firfl  read- 
ing of  thofe  lines  about  reconciling  with  France  in 
ibniething  of  Sweden^  he  was  as  much  amazed  as  the 
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ftag  was  that  day,  at  the  firft  blow  that  was  given  Mat 
That  he  had  no  realbn  to  believe,  by  the  laft  letters 
he  received  from  the  duke,  or  from  your  lordlhip, 
that  there  was  any  change  in  our  counfels  in  England, 
from  the  late  meafures  we,  had  taken,  of  preferving 
Europe  from  the  defign  of  France  upon  it.  That 
yet  he  could  not  imagine  how  any  body  (hould  think 
we  could  reconcile  with  France  for  rcftoring  Sweden^ 
without  breaking  all  the  meafures  we  had  lately  taken, 
and  returning  abfolutely  into  our  former  ones  with 
France.  That  this  was  certainly  an  artifice  of  the 
French,  who  faw  they  could  not  clofe  with  us  direftly 
upon  any  thing  between  ourfelves,  and  fo  they  would 
ground  it  upon  the  bufinefs  of  Sweden,  which  would 
be  in  efirft  the  fame  thing,  and  bring  the  bufinefs  of 
Europe  juft  where  it  was  four  or  five  years  ago.  That 
Sweden  made  no  pace,  nor  ufed  no  language,  but  as 
they  were  direfted  by  France,  and  fo  he  was  furc 
they  were  in  this.  That  the  cfftft  of  any  fuch  agree- 
ment between  us  and  France  would  be  the  king's 
wholly  lofing  all  his  credit,  not  only  with  the  empire 
and  Spain,  as  returning  into  the  French  interefts,  by 
embracing  thofe  of  Sweden,  which  were  wholly  joined 
with  them,  but  it  would  likewifc  fhake  it  here  too, 
and  make  them  return  to  the  opinion  they  have  lb  long 
had  in  this  country,  that  the  king  would  never  hear- 
tily break  from  France :  and  that  the  efitft  of  this 
^'ould  be,  to  make  the  States  run  into  the  interefts  of 
that  crown,  as  a  thing  which  muft  befal  them,  anil 
without  remedy*  And  that  nothing  could  be  more 
ruinous  than  this  to  the  affairs  of  his  majefty  here, 
nor  to  thofe  particularly  of  his  highnefs.  That  upon 
any  meafures  which  could  he  taken  betwten  his  ma- 
jcfty  and  France,  for  the  reftoring  Sweden,  the  firft 
action  on  the  French  fide  muft  be  the  invading  Clevc 
and  Wefel,  and  the  feft  of  the  duke  of  Brandenburgh's 
territories  adjoining  ^  which  will  not  only  let  in  the 
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Trench  into  the  empire  on  that  fide,  but  make  them 
in  as  great  a  meafure  mailers  of  this  country  (of 
which  Clevcs  and  Juliers  have  ever  been  efteemed  the 
very  key)  as  they  could  have  been'  by  their  conquefts 
in  Flanders.  And  that  his  highnefs  does  not  appre^- 
hend  how  his  majelly  can  take  part  in  fuch  an  aftion, 
and  which  muft  have  confequences  fo  direftly  oppofitc 
to  all  the  mcafures  he  has  lately  taken,  and  to  the  of- 
fers he  has  made  this  date  about  the  fecurity  of  Cleves 
and  Juliers.  That  as  far  as  his  highnefs  underftands, 
his  majefl:y*s  interefts  and  that  of  die  crown  of  Eng- 
land ^TCj  after  the  peace,  to  enter  into  fuch  meafures 
tvith  this  ftate,  the  emperor,  and  the  princes  of  the 
empire,  as  may  preferve  Flanders,  and  keep  France 
from  overturning  the  world  any  farther :  to  live  fairly 
with  France,  but  to  enter  into  no  new  meafures  with 
them ;  fo  that  upon  any  ill  talent  of  France,  about 
what  his  majefty  has  already  done  in  the  faving  Flan- 
ders, he  may  have  the  empire  ready  to  fall  into  his  in- 
terefts, as  he  has  this  ftate  already  enga^  by  a  de- 
fenfive  league,  in  cafe  of  France's  attacking  us.  And' 
for  Sweden,  he  does  not  fee  how  his  majefty  (ian  go 
farther  than  to  induce  them  firft  to  a  fulpenfion  of  arms» 
and  afterwards  to  fome  reafonable  terms  in  a  peace. 

^  That  for  the  match  between  that  king  and  lady 
Anne,  his  highnefs  knows  nothing  s^ainft  it,  if  the 
king  and  duke  think  it  fit,  unlels  it  be  the  time  of 
either  doing  or  treating  it,  which  he  believes  cannot 
be  before  the  general  peace  is  made,  becaufe  it  will 
•otherwife  have  thofc  eflfefts  before  mentioned,  efpecially 
if  accompanied  by  engagements  with  France,  unleU 
it  ftiould  be  treated  upon  the  foot  of  Sweden's  con- 
ienting  to  fuch  terms  of  a  peace  as  the  confederates 

fhould  be  likely  to  fall  in  with. 
This  was  the  fubftance  of  the  feveral  and  large  dif- 

courfes  which  his  highnefs  made  me  upon  this  occa^- 

fion^   and  with  much  concernment,  defiring  me  to 
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rcprcfent  them  to  your  lordftiip  at  large,  as  he  woyld 
write  in  fhort  his  thoughts  to  you  upon  them  by  this 
poft. 

After  this  he  took  notice  of  the  paflage  in  your 
tordfhip's  letter  about  the  king  intending  to  com- 
mand my  return  in  a  fhort  time ;  and  faid  upon  it> 
that  it  could  not  be  fit  at  the  prefent,  but  that  he 
would  talk  with  me  about  the  time  of  it  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  places  in  Flanders,  and  the  treaty  of 
guaranty  here  fhould  be  finifhed ;  which  being  the 
firfl  fleps  after  the  peace,  would  be  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance, and  declare  the  intention  of  this  ftate  as  to 
their  meafures  hereafter  with  England  and  with  France. 
That  whenever  I  left  this  poft,  it  would  be  abfolutely 
necefTary  for  his  majefty  to  have  an  ambaflador  hcre^ 
and  not  a  lefs  charafter,  fince  the  French  were  refblved 
ever  to  have  one  -,  and  that  it  would  extremely  import 
his  highnefs  what  fort  of  perfon  he  fent  over ;  for  un- 
lefs  it  fliould  be  one  that  might  live  in  confidence  with, 
him,  and  have  credit  in  the  country  here,  it  were  bet-^ 
icr.  have  none  at  all.    I  am,  &c. 

^0  the  Duke  of  rork. 

Hague,  Oft.  ji,  N.S.  167Z. 
May  it  pleafe  you  Highnefs, 
T  Received  ycfterday  morning,  by  Mr.  White,  the 
*  honour  of  a  letter  from  your  highnefs,  with  a  com- 
mand which  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  perform  here^ 
I  mean  that  of  helping  her  highnefs  to  be  incognito  in 
this  place.  The  prince  being  yet  abfent,  and  the  pen- 
fioner  too,  I  fpoke  of  it  to  monfieur  Van  Lewen,  who 
was  hard  to  be  perfuaded  that  the  honours  due  to  her 
kighnefs  by  the  Spates,  upon  fuch  occafion,  fhould  not 
be  performed  folemnly  at  her  landing.  But  having 
aajiwdnted  him  with  the  abfolutenefs  of  your  high- 
nefs's  commands,  both  by  your  letter,  and  particu-: 
lajriy  by  Mr.  White,  I  prevailed  witli  him  to.  n[).ak^  no 
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ftiention  of  it  in  the  States  till  tfae  prince's  return ; 
and  this  I  hope  may  iVfiJ-nigh^  or  to-morrow  ac 

fartheft.  1.       .         \ 

For  a  houfe  to  receive  her  highnefs  ibd  lady  Anne, 
with  their  attendants,  th^e  was  no  choice  at  all  in 
it;  and  fo  .the  princefs  dowager's  houl^is  making 
1-eady  for  this  purpofe,  iid  will,  I  doubt*  not,  be  in 
order  by  to-morrow.  I  could  not  perfuaa|  Sir  Ga- 
briel Sylvius  and  Mr.  White  to  allow  me  any  other 
part  in  this  care,  befi*s  lea.ving  the  whot  houfe 
empty,  which  I  did  eafly  this  morning,  anS  them, 
with  the  princess  fervanA,  in  all  the  diligeni^  that 
could  be,  of  preparing  it  for  her  highnefs's  incep- 
tion, who,  bcfides  the  hon{?ur  of  fuch  a  piece  ol^gair 
lantry,  will  have  certainly  ^  very  great  fatLsfaftin'  1  i» 
feeing  here  fuch  a  princefs,  >as,  in  all  kinds,  I  doj^e- 
lieve,  is  very  hard  to  be  feeO  any  where  elfe.  I  yilH 
the  weather  but  as  fair  as  th^  wind,  and  then,  I  hope^ 
this  adventure  will  be  very  fcion  and  very  happily  rj- 
chievcd.  ^  '\ 

I  beg  your  highnefs's  leave,*  Upon  this  occafion,  to^ 
give  you  an  account  of  another  command  I  receiveck 
trom  your  highnefs  at  my  corring  away,  which  was,  . 
to  fpeak  at  large  to  the  prince  ibout  fome  particulars 
in  his  way  of  living  and  convdrfing  here,  that  your 
highnefs  thought  of  great  confijuence  ta  his  affairs 
in  this  country.  I  did  not  fin«,an  opportunity  that 
made  way  for  it,  till'now  of  lat^  fince  matters  here 
feem.ed  to  fix  a  little  upon  the  coi^ufion  of  the  peace 
with  Spain,  which  gave  his  highif  fs  occafion  of  dif- 
courfing  v/ith  me  leveral  times  ujlpn  this  new  fcene 
"of  affairs,  and  employing  my  office!^  to  difcover  how 
the  town  of  Amfterdam  was  like  to  live  with  him  after 
the  peace*  I  gave  my  lord  treafurcr,  by.  Lift  poft, 
a  large  account  of  wliat  had  paflcd  between  me  anil 
the  two  ruling  burgomaftcrs  tl^ere^'  upon  this  fubjccl, 
and  ihall  now  only  add  to  it,    that  having  rcprc- 
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fented  all  that  matter  to  the  prince  at  Hoogftioore, 
and,  upon  that  o(^tik^^tht  full  fcopc  of  your  high- 
nefs's  ttioughts,/  he  feemei  extremely  fatisfied  with 
both^  and  affu/red  me,  thai  as  there  were  many  ap- 
plications whj^h  might  be  nade  in  a  time  of  peace, 
and  could  rjSt,  while  his  tioughts  were  wholly  taken 
up  with  th;e  war,  fo  he  flicild  not  now  negleft  them, 
tnough  Ke  might  hitherto  have  done  it :  that  he 
Ihould  fill  into  a  new  ply;,  and  that  he  doubted  not 
to  give  a  good  account  of  iiis  ftate  in  all  the  public 
concer/iments  of  Chriften6m,  if  his  majefly  could 
refolv^  to  be  Heady  in  the.neafures  he  had  faUeii  into 
of  la  X. 

'  V I  Should  not  have  gven  your  highnefs  fo  long  a 
tro  Die,  but  that  I  thou}  it  you  would  not  be  difplea- 
fec^Vith  the  knowledge jf  this  particular-,  and  in  it 
m}  'obedience  to  that  ccmmand  of  your  highnefs,  of 
writing  without  ceremgry.  I  am  very  confident  you 
w'^1  believe  it  to  be  wj  hout  any  at  all,  when  I  affurc 
y  6ur  highnefs  of  my  bring  ever  with  the  greateft  paf- 
lion  and  truth  that  c?i  be,  Sir,  your  highne(s*s,  &c, 

'  To  Sir  Jofepb  miliamfon. 

S I R,  Hague,  Oft.  ii,  N-  S.  1678. 

CINCE  my  laft  cf  the  7th,  wherein  I  gave  you  a 
large  account  c'  my  late  journey  to  Amfterdam, 
and  to  the  prince  ii  the  Veloue  -,  and  what  thoughti 
and  intentions  I  Hid  met  with  in  both  places,  about 
the  bufmefs  of  t\e  guaranty  j  I  have  likewife  given 
part  to  the  penfoner  of  all  that  paffed  there,  with 
which  he  was  /ery  much  fatisfied :  but  thinking  it 
of  the  laft  importance  that  the  thing  (bould  meet  with 
no  difficulty  ajP -r  it  came  once  to  be  propofed  here, 
he  was  divided  in  the  opinion,  whether  to  kt  it  alone 
till  the  next  feffion  of  the  State  of  Holland,  which 
begins  next  month,  becaufe  then  it  might  be  pafled 
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In  two  days  time,  without  leading  it  to  the  towns, 
the  deputies  being  here ;  or  whether  the  prince,  the 
penfioner,  and  monfieur  Van  Lewen,  to  digeft  tlie 
matter  with  me  here  into  the  form  and  articles  of  a 
treaty  •,  and  then  for  me  to  go  with  it,  and  engage 
the  confent  of  Amfterdam  to  it,  even  before  the  next 
aflembly  of  the  State  ?  He  concluded,  that  we  muft 
expcft  the  prince's  advice  upon  it ;  and  was,  I  be- 
lieve, the  more  fixed  in  it,  by  being  himfelf  refolved 
to  go  again  out  of  town,  after  one  day's  ftay  here» 
with  intention  of  not  coming  back  till  the  princess  re- 
turn, which  we  now  expeft  will  be  this  evening  or 
to-morrow,  fo  as  bynextpoft  I  may  poffibly  give 
you  a  farther  account  of  this  matter,  and  I  hope  I 
may,  in  the  mean  time,  receive  his  majefty's  thoughts 
upon  that  projeft  in  general,  which  I  gave  of  it  from 
the  prince  and  penfioner*s  difcourfes,  about  a  fort- 
night fince, 

I  told  vou  in  my  laft,  of  the  States  deputation,  on 
Friday  lalt,  to  monfieur  d'Avaux,  about  the  evacua- 
tion of  Maeftricht,  the  general  peace,  and  the  quiet  of 
the  neighbourhood,  cfpecially  Juliers  and  Cleves :  I 
find  by  monfieur  Van  Lewen,  who  was  one  of  the  de- 
puties, that  his  anfwer  was,  as  to  the  firft,  that  he  had 
yet  no  orders,  but  would  that  night  difpatch  away 
an  exprefs,  and  hopes  to  give  them  fome  account  of 
it  within  four  days.  For  the  fecond,  that  his  mailer 
was  well  difpofed  to  the  general  peace,  and  a  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms  in  order  towards  it,  if  his  allies  could 
be  induced  to  it.  For  the  third,  that  it  was  a  thing 
the  king  his  mailer  referved  to  treat  with  the  ambat 
fadors  of  this  ftate  in  France,  where  he  had  cxpefted 
them  any  time  diefe  two  months,  though  they  were 
not. yet  gone  :  that  in  the  mean  time,  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  duke  of  Brandenburgh  were  fuch  in  Po^ 
merania,  as  would  of  neceflity  oblige  the  king  his 
mailer  to  invade  his  territories  upon  the  Rhine; 
Z  having 
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having  no  other  way  to  make  a  diverfion ;  though  what 
towns  he  ihould  take  there  would  be  without  any  in- 
tention of  keeping  them. 

Monfieur  Van  Lewen  added  to  me,  that  he  wonder-- 
ed  to  hear  monfieur  d' Avaux  fpeak  fo  frankly  in  this 
matter,  as  well  as  in  what  concerned  his  majefty's  me- 
diation ;  that  there  was  now  no  need  of  it  in  any  thing 
between  France  and  this  ftate ;  and  that  in  all  things 
which  concern  their  neighbours  or  allies,  the  king  his 
;nafter  would  rather  have  the  States  to  interpofe  their 
mediation,  than  his  majefty.  And  he  faid,  though 
It  paffed  in  difcourfe,  and  not  at  the  conference, 
yet  being  a  man  of  referve,  he  believed  it  would 
not  have  been  laid  without  order,  and  being  firft 
weighed. 

Yefterday  monfieur  d'Avaux  let  the  States  know, 
that  the  king  his  mafter,  not  to  retarci  the  evacuation 
of  the  Spanifh  towns,  would  draw  off  his  forces  now 
in  Flanders,  to  Huy  (a  town  between  Namur  and 
Liege)  which  he  intended  to  fortify ;  and  finding  there 
were  feven  or  eight  hundred  men  of  this  ftate  at  pre- 
fent  in  it,  he  dcfircd  they  would  order  them  to  march 
out,  this  being  a  town  of  the  empire,  and  the  States 
being  obliged  by  their  treaty  to  allift  none  of  the  ene- 
mies of  France.  I  find  them  here  a  little  furprized 
with  this,  and  fom'e  delays  that  are  yet  made  in  the 
delivery  of  Maeilricht  j  but  no  return,  I  believe,  will 
be  made  till  the  prince  be  confulted  after  his  return 
to  this  place.     I  am  ever.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

Ti?  my  Lord  Trea/urer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Dec.  6,  N.  S.  1678. 

I  Was  fo  infinitely  obliged  by  the  kindnefs  and  con- 
fidence of  a  letter  I  had  this  day  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving from  your  lordiliip  by  Mr.  Hales,    that  I 
could  not  delay  the  acknowledging  of  it  by  this  poft ; 
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though  to  do  that  as  I  ought,  will,  I  doubt,  be  as 
hard  as  to  deferve  it.  And,  I  fear,  to  interrupt  your 
lordftiip,  at  a  time  fo  bufy  as  this,  will  be  a  greater 
ifault  than  any  omiffiort  would  have  been.  I  had  not 
before  any  true  profpeft  of  the  prefent  fcene;  and 
though  your  lordfhip  has  given  me  fo  much  light, 
yet  it  ferves  rather  to  reprefent  the  fadnefs  of  it,  than 
to  difcover  any  remedy  to  fuch  fatal  diftempers  as 
have  been  long  breeding,  and  are  now  fo  violently 
broken  out,  in  our  poor  unfortunate  nation.  God  alone 
can  be  the  phyfician ^  who  governs  the  hearts  of  prin- 
ces, and  the  humours  of  people :  for  to  think  of  ad- 
vice from  any  other,  in  fo  many  crofs  accidents,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  as  meet  to  make  up  this  violent 
crifis,  is  too  great  a  compliment  to  put  upon  any  man ; 
and  if  your  lordfhip  could  hope  for  it,  in  my  opinion, 
it  ought  to  be  from  yourfelf,  who  have  bed  been 
able  to  obferve  the  fpring  and  growth  of  this  diftem-- 
per,  with  the  difpofitions  of  the  body ;  and  by  that, 
as  well  as  by  your  own  natural  prudence,  muft  be  fit- 
ter than  any  other  perfon  to  make  a  judgment  upon 
it.  For  my  own  part,  it  would  be  more  prefump- 
tion  in  me  than  in  ahy  man  to  offer  at  it,  upon  many 
regards;  befides  that  of  the  diftance  I  am  at,  and 
have  been  fo  long  and  fo  often,  for  a  great  part  of 
my  life.  Nor  do  I  know  one  quality  to  make  me  fit 
for  it,  unlefs  it  be  not  only  as  near  and  as  fenfible,  but 
as  unpaflioned,  and  as  uninterefted  concernment  in 
the  true  good  artd  fervice  of  my  matter  iand  my  coun- 
try, as  any  man  can  have.  And  for  this  reafon,  and 
becaufe  your  lordlhip  hath  ufed  many  times  to  afk 
me  fo  kindly,  and  hear  me  fo  favourably,  upon  fmaller 
occafions;  and  becaufe  I  take  you  to  be  equally 
concerned  with  the  publick  in  this,  it  Ihall  go  hard  but 
I  will  find  a  way  of  telling  your  lordfhip,  by  fome 
hand  or  other,  and  in  very  few  words,  all  that  I  have 
Vol.  IV.  G  g  been 
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been  able  to  think  upon  it;  which  can  do  no  hurt,  bc- 
caufe  you  may  forget  it  as  (bon  as  it  is  done. 

Yox  any  accounts  of  foreign  afiairs,  which  your  lord- 
ihip  might  have  expecSled  if  I  had  come  over ;  the 
whole  courfe  of  my  difpatches,  fince  I  left  England 
lalV,'  will  better  inform  any  body  than  I  niyfelf  could 
do,  as  having  been  conftant  and  particular,  and  thereby 
containing  many  things  I  have  forgot.  For  the  qutf- 
tion  you  are  pleafed  to  aflc  about  the  peace,  I  cannot 
add  one  word  to  that  Ihort  account  ycur  lordiLip 
will  meet  wiih  in  my  Icter  this  pod  to  Sir  Jofeph  ^ 
Williamfon;  unlcfs  it  be,  that  nothing  feems  to  me, 
at  prefent,  fo  necelTary  in  the  foreign  affairs,  as  for 
his  majcfty  to  difpatch  away  fome  minifter  to  Spain, 
whofe  chief  inftruftion  Ihould  be,  to  watch  any  mo- 
tion of  councels,  or  negotiations  there,  for  the  ex- 
change of  Flanders :  to  divert  them  from  any  fuch 
thoughts,  by  the  greateft  afluranceof  his  majefty's  re- 
folving  to  take  it  into  his  conftant  care  and  proteiftion: 
and  fo  to  reprefcnt  the  ftate  of  our  prefent  diforders 
themfclves,  as  not  to  difliearten  that  court  in  the 
hopes  that  his  majefty  may  yet  be  able  to  perform  cf- 
fedtually,  what  he  intends  and  promifes  in  that  mat- 
ter. I  think  the  difpatch  of  this  fo  much  the  more  ne- 
ceflary,  becaufe,  I  doubt,  the  prefent  minifter  there 
may,  in  this  conjunfture,  be  a  very  ill  inftrument  in 
fuch  an  affair-,  and  be  poffibly  inclined  ta  promote 
other  ends,  in  what  concerneth  that  very  bufinels  of 
Flanders,  and  any  exchange  of  it. 

For  Mr.  Montague,  I  have  neither  dcferved  fuch 
offices  your  lordlhip  fpeaks  of,  nor  flaall  trouble  my- 
felf  about  making  fuch  returns.  I  am  infinitely  ob- 
liged to  your  lordfhip  for  the  enquiries  you  fay  you 
will  make-,  and  fhall  be  very  glad  to  know  my  faults 
from  my  enemies  as  well  as  my  friends  5  becaufe  which 
way  focver  I  find  them,  I  fhall  make  the  fame  ufc, 
that  is,  to  mtnd  them.     1  f^and  always  upon  the 
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ground  of  having  never  done  cither  an  unjufl:,  or  un- 
gcntleminly  aftion  in  my  life  •,  or  an  unfaithful  one  to 
the  fervicfe  of  my  mailer,  or  my  country.  And  who- 
ever may  be  perfuaded  otherwife  of  me,  by  whifperers, 
or  malice;  I  ftiall  leave  to  their  own  opinions,  till  they 
pleafe  to  make  fair  enquiries-,  and  concern  myfelf  no' 
farther  in  them  nor  the  confequences;  having,  I 
thank  God,  at  heart,  neither  hopes  to  ferve,  nor  faults 
to  anfwef  for. 

As  to  Sir  Henry  Capcl,  I  Ihould  be  very  forry  to 
think  he  meant  ill  to  the  crown  or  kingdom,  be- 
caufe  I  always  thought  otherwife  of  him  -,  and  can- 
hot  reproach  myfelf  to  have  often  been  deceived  by 
my  friends ;  and  whenever  I  am,  believe  I  have  riot 
more  reafon  to  quarrel  with  them,  than  with  myfelf  for 
thoofing  them.  For  his  unkindnefs  to  me,  I  will  at 
lead  be  as  juft,  as  I  defire  others  to  be  to  me-,  which 
is,  to  hear  firft  what  he  faith  oT  it,  before  I  judge. 
For  any  to  your  lordlhip,  I  ihall  not  eafily  forgive ; 
becaufe  I  do  not  think  you  have  deferved  it,  upon  any 
publick  confiderations ;  which  are  all  that  Ihould  lead 
him  in  his  prefent  figure.  For  if  your  lordiflip  had 
.hot  ferved  his  majefty,  and  the  true  interefts  of  his 
crowns,  with  perfeft  good  intention  to  both,  and  the 
bed  of  your  power,  you  have,  I  am  fure,  deceived  me, 
^hich  few  of  my  friends,  I  confefs,  have  done :  and, 
I  am  confident,  your  lordfiiip  will  never  be  of  that 
number.     I  am,  my  lord,  your,  &c 

To  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon. 

SIR,  •  Hague,  Dec.  30,   N.  S.    1678. 

-C I N  C  E  my  laft  of  the  27th,  I  have  none  from  you, 
•  the  contrary  winds  having  now  left  three  pacquets 
due  from  England.  All  the  towns  of  Holland  have 
agreed  to  the  advice  of  the  States  General  about  defer- 
ring the  reform,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  laft,  except 
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Amftcrdam  alone.     What  their  anfwer  will  prove  at 
laft,  I  cannot  yet  tell ;  nor  whether  one  man  alone,  as 
the  head  of  a  lingle  town,  will  fct  updircftly  againft 
all  the  other  tov/ns  of  this  province,  as  well  as  againft 
all  the  other  provinces,   and  in  a  matter  appearing  to 
them  of  fo  great  importance  to  the  Scare.     For  though 
the  peace  be  made  both  by  this  State  and  Spain,  and 
though  the  French  have  yet  raifed  no  difficulties  upon 
reftoring  the  towns  to  the  Spaniards  •,  yet  they  have  de- 
clared, they  intended  to  keep  their  forces  in  Flanders 
till  they  arc  fatisfied  in  what  they  demand,  as  remain- 
ing due  of  their  contributions,  which  amounts  to  near 
two  hundred  thoufand  piftoles.     And  for  this  country, 
though  they  have  delivered  up  Maeftricht,  yet  they 
have  demanded  HafTelt  and  Mafeyck,  by  which  it 
would  be  cut  off  from  the  reft  of  thefe  territories,  and 
have  this  week  polled  themfelves  between  Maeftricht 
and  Haflelt  on  one  fide,  and  Maeftricht  and  Mafcyck 
on  the  other ;  fo  as  neither  boat  nor  waggon  can  go 
from  thefe  provinces  to  Maeftricht,  but  muft   pafe 
through  their  quarters ;  and  that  town  is  not  yet  pro- 
vided, in  any  proportion,  of  cannon  or  magazines  ne- 
cefTary  for  their  defence.     Befides,  it  is  known  here, 
that  the  French  minifters  and  officers  lie  ready  to  take 
into  their  fervice  immediately  all  the  troops  which  this 
State  ftiall  dift)and ;  and  the  laft  letters  from  their  am* 
bafladors  at  Paris  gave  them  yet  farther  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  conduct  they  are  to  expeft  from  the 
French.  For  Monfieur  Boreel,  who  is  of  Amfterdam, 
and  was  deep  in  the  cabal  of  promoting  the  peace, 
writes  plainly,  that   he  expefts   nothing   from  that 
court,  upon  any  of  their  pretenfions :  that  they  were 
grown  fo  infolent  wich  their  profperity'and  the  ill  pof- 
ture  of  all  their  neighbours,  as  not  to  trouble  them- 
felves with  giving  reafons,  or  receiving  them  upon 
any  thing  they  treated.     To  this  in  general,  he  writes 
two  particulars,  that  were  fomething  more  furprizing  \ 
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the  firft  was,  that  monficur  Pompone  had  told  him, 
that  the  king  his   mafler  ordered  him  to  take  notice 
of  the  prince  having  turned  out  thx  Catholick  magi- 
ftrates  at  Maeftricht,  and  puc  the  prctcftants  in  their  ' 
room,  as  a  thing  contrary  to  his  treaty  with  this  State. 
The  lecond,  that  pionfieur  de  Louvoy  had  told  him, 
upon  difcourfe  of  the  remaining  contributions  of  Bre- 
da, that  the  king  his  mafter   had   heard    what   the 
prince  of  Orange  had  faid  to  the  States  in  the  delibe- 
rations upon  that  inacter  ;  t?  le  troHvoit  mauvais  ;  £5? 
que  le  prince  avoit  parli  tvGp  ficrement.     Upon  the  firfl 
point  the  States   deputies  thought   fit  to  difcharge 
the  prince  by  taking  upon  thcmfclves  what  he  had 
only  adted  by  their  orders,  and  to  defend  their  having 
afted  nothing  contrary  to  the  treaty,  or  innovated  any- 
thing in  matter  of  religion  at  Maeftricht  -,  but  that, 
on  the  other  fide,  the  French  had  no  right  to  concern 
themfelves  in  what  the  States  did  in  the  government 
of  a  town,  which  was  now  become  again  their  owq. 
Upon   the  fecond   point,    which  touched   only  the 
prince,    his  highnefs   faid,    that   though   the  Stat.es 
knew  he  had  never  fpoke  any  thing  upon  that  occa- 
fion,  which  might  deferve  that  term,  yet  he  was  of 
opinion,  no  anfwer  fhould  be  made  upon  it :  that  he 
was  born  in  a  free  republick,  and  that  it  had  fo  con- 
tinued hitherto  j  he  could  not  tell  how  long  it  might 
do  fo,  at  the  rate  they  were  now  treated ;  but  that, 
while  he  lived  in  it,'  he  would,  according  to  his  duty> 
give  his  advjce,  and  fpeak  his  opinion  freely  in  it, 
without  giving  account  to  any  of  what  he  faid,  but 
to  JGod  alone. 

Thefe  particulars  have  yet  gone  no  farther  than  the 
deputies  of  foreign  affairs,  and  fo  you  will  pleafe  may 
not  yet  be  publick :  but  they  have  occafioned  very  me- 
lancholick  rcflcftions  among  them,  confidering  what  a 
condition  this  peace  has  already  brought  tliem  into, 
;ind  what  farther  confequences  they  may  expcft  of  it, 
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upon  the  unhappy  pofture  of  affairs  in  England,  fron^ 
whence  alone  they  were  to  hope  for  lupport.  You  will 
guefs  by  your  diipatches  this  poftfrom  Nimeguen,  at 
leaft  as  well  as  we  can  here,  what  ifiue  may  be  ex- 
j)efted  from  the  parties  beginning  to  enter  into  con- 
ference there.  For  my  part,  I  am  able  to  make  no 
conjedure,  nor  whether  a  peace  with  the  emperor 
win  contribute  to  the  fafety,  or  increafe  the  danger,  of 
thefe  countries,  and  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  if  the 
French  army  continue  poflcficd  of  Liege,  and  the 
other  parts  neceflrtry  for  their  miaking  war  upon  the 
duke  of  Brandenburgh,  as  they  pretend,  in  favour 
of  the  Swedes.     I  am  ever,  &c. 

To  Sir  Lionel  Jcnki^is. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  20,  N.  S.  1678. 

T  H  AVE  this  morning  your  letters  of  yefterday'sdate, 

with  the  inclofcd  papers,  by.  which  I  am  apt  to 
conjefture,  that  the  peace  between  tlie  Emperor  and 
France  is  drawing  towards  a  period  j  and,  very  pro- 
bably, by  the  laft  of  this  month,  being  the  term  lail 
Jimitcd  by  France  upon  the  prefcnt  conditions  :  I  (hall 
fherefcre  prepare  myfelf  for  my  journey  towards  you, 
and  begin  it  when  you  find  it  neceflary  for  me,  '  To 
f  affift  at  thefigningof  thepeace,  and  what  other  a<5ts 
•  fliall  nccefiarily  require  a  qfcrum  of  our  commiflion.' 
Which  are  the  words  of  the  order  I  received  upon  thi? 
occafion,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon, 
|3ated  the  29th  of  Cdtober  paft. 

Your  lordfliip,  I  find,  apprehends  whether  you 
fhall  have  notice  given  you  by  the  parties  of  their  con- 
cluding the  afiair  time  enough  to  give  me  warning  of 
my  journey;  which,  v/ith  the  other  complaints ,  you 
make,  of  the  little  confidence  your  are  in  with  them, 
pnakes  me  doubt,  whether  their  intentions  be,  that  wc 
|hpuld  fign,  or  no :  for,  by  their  own  firft  draught  of 
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the  preface,  it  was  plain,  they  did  not  intend  it:  and 
chough  your  lordfhip  received  orders  upon  that  point, 
*  to  make  no  difficulty  to  fign  as  mediators,*  in  Mr. 
Secretary's  letter  to  you  of  Oftober  29th,  and  far- 
ther orders  about  the  part  hismajefty  expefted  in  the 
ftyle  of  the  preface  by  his  letter  of  December  3d ; 
yet  I  do  not  find  by  any  of  your  letters,  that  the  par* 
ties  have  either  exprelTed  their  defire  or  intention,  that 
wc  fnould  fij^n  as  mediators,  or  their  aflent  to  what 
your  lordfhip  propofed  as  to  his  majefty's  part  in  the 
preface.     I  have  other  reafons  to  be  a  little  doubtful 
how  this  matter  may  pafs,  and  one  particularly  this 
very  morning  from  monfieur  d'Avaux,  having  faid 
in  a  conference  with  the  deputies  of  this  State,  upon 
difcourfe  of  the  treaty,  that  the  parties  now  treating 
being  of  the  fame  religion,  the  whole  bufinefs  was  in 
the  nuncio*s  hands-     I  have "  likewife  the  opinions  of 
others  here  befides  my  own,  that  it  would  be  to  expofe 
the  king*s  honour  toa  much,  for  me  to  go  exprcfly 
upon  the  place  to  fign  the  treaty,  and  when  I  came 
there,  not  to  be  admitted  to  it.     Therefore,  to  clear 
all  this  matter,  I  humbly  offer  to  your  lordfhip,  whe- 
ther, feeing  the  prefent  approaches  between  the  pTarr 
ties,  you  will  not  take  occafion  to  let  them  know,  that 
having  formerly  acquainted  them  with  the  orders  yoq 
had  received,  to  be  ready  to  fign  the  treaty,  and  with 
the  part  his  majefty  pretended,  in  that  cafe,  to  have 
in  the  preface ;  and  finding  it  necceffary  by  owr  comr  • 
mifTion,  that  two  of  us  IJiould  be  prefent  at  the  aft, 
you  defire  to  know  both  their  intention  upon  it,  and 
the  time  they  are  like  to  be  ready,  to  the  end  you 
may  give  me  notice  early  enough  not  to  fail  attend- 
ing that  fervice,  according  to  the  order  you  know  I 
have  received.     They  cannot,  I  fuppofe,   make  any 
fcruple  to  give  you  a  clear  and  plain  anfwer  to  fuch  a 
feafonable  quelHon ;  and  thereupon  your  lordfhip's 
'ffic^fures  and  mine  will  be  eafily  taken :  for  your  lordr 
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fliip,  I  know,  will  not  fall  of  giving  me  advice  by 
the  firft,  and  I  (hall  not,  God  willing,  fail  of  begin- 
ning my  journey  accordingly.  In  cafe  any  thing 
Ihould  happen  to  make  them  fign  of  the  fudden,  with- 
out warning  to  either  of  us,  I  fuppofe,  if  they  defire 
we  Ihould  have  our  parts  in  it,  room  may  be  left  for 
the  mediators  to  fign  afterwards ;  fince  it  is  not  a 
thing  material,  as  to  the  force  of  the  treaty  between 
the  parties.  If  they  will  underftand  it  otherwife,  I 
fuppofe  it  will  be  to  avoid  our  figning,  in  the  civileft 
manner  they  can.  For,  upon  the  whole,  the  judg- 
ment which  is  here  made  of  this  treaty,  is,  that  nei- 
ther of  them  like  it :  and  though  it  is  neceffity  alone 
which  could  have  brought  the  emperor  to  thefe  terms; 
yet  France  is  perfeftly  taken  at  their  word,  and  is  fen- 
fible  enough  of  the  advantages  they  are  like  to  lofe,  in 
not  purfuing  the  war  with  the  emperor,  now  Spain 
and  this  country  are  out  of  it.     I  am  ever,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  defire  what  I  fay  of  monfieur  d'Avaux 
having  told  the  deputies  this  morning,  may  not  be 
taken  notice  of,  becaufe  it  was  given  mc  by  one  of 
them  in  confidence, 

To  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  24,  N.  S.  1678. 

7  H  A  D  the  honour  of  one  from  your  lordfhip  of  the 
7  th,  and  deferred  not  upon  receipt  thereof  to  make 
that  ufeofit  here,  which  you  intended;  and  was, 
indeed,  in  a  manner  neceflary  for  his  majefty's  fer- 
vice  and  juftification,  as  well,  as  your  lordftiip's.  I 
communicated  the  firft  part  of  it  to  fomeof  the  States 
who  are  in  chief  credit  here,  and  to  the  Imperial  and 
Spanifh  minifters,  who  all  took  notice  of  thofe  claufes 
in  it,  which  (hewed  how  great  advantages  might  have 
been  maJ.e.by  bargaining  for  any  towns  :  how  no  con- 
ditions were  propoled,  but  fuch  as  were  approved  by 
' Spain 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to  the  Khigy  the  Frince  of  Orange,  &c.     J^sy 

5pain  and  Holland  ;  and  how  the  thoughts  of  making 
any  advantages  of  that  itfelf  were  entertained  only  at 

the  perfuafion  of  Mr.  M e.     And  in  the  feveral 

converfatibns  I  have  had  upon  this  fubjeft  here,  I  may 
affure  your  lordflaip*  all  was  done  with  the  fuccefs 
you  defired.  For  the  prince,  who  was  gone  from 
Utrecht  to  Arnheim,  about  the  time  I  received  your 
Jordfhip's  difpatch,  I  thought  there  could  be  no  way 
fo  good  of  performing  your  commands  towards  his 
jhighnefs,  as  by  fending  him  the  letter  itfelf,  by  which 
Jie  would  beft  fee  how  much  you  were  concerned  both 
in  his  good  opinion,  and  his  particular  affair  of  the 
money  due  to  him-,  which.  I  am  fure,  could  not  have 
been  by  me  fo  well  exprefled  as  in  your  words.  You 
will  before  this  time  have  been  fully  fatisfied,  by 
the  letter  I  fent  you  inclofed,  how  much  the  prince  was 
concerned  in  ypur  part  of  what  lately  happened  in 
England  •,  and  how  Ijttle  reafon  you  had  to  apprehend 
any  change  of  his  highnefs's  opinipn  in  what  concerned 
your  lordlhip  upon  that  occafion:  and,  I  know 
very  well,  he  writ  that  letter  with  kinder  intentions, 
than  only  of  making  you  a  compliment  at  that  time. 
For  the  money,  he  never  faid  one  word  of  it  to  me  in 
feveral  converfations  about  thefe  matters,  farther  than 
complaining  qi  his  ov/n  ill  luck,  fince  he  was  fure  to 
have  received  it  within  four  or  five  days,  at  the  time 
w'hen  that  tr;:i]blp  was  given  your  lordfhip  there; 
which  he  reckoned  upon  as  what  muft  certainly  delay 
It  till  fome  better  fectlement  in  his  majefty's  affairs, 
and  efpecially  that  of  the  revenue. 

Having  acquitted  myfelf  of  the  duty  I  owed  your 
lordftiip  upon  that  firit  part  of  your  letter  •,  I  find 
another  I  owe  to  his  majefty  upon  the  latter ;  of  which 
I  defpair  of  being  able  to  acquit  myfelf  as  I  ought  to 
d.6,  or  as  the  fenfe  of  fo  great  ^  favour  juftly  obliges 
me  to.  The  diftin6kion  his  majefty  is  pleafed  to  make 
between  me  and  other  men,  both  in  eftceming  me  fit 
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for  the  difcharge  of  fo  great  a  trufl:,  and  in  offering  to 
be  hrnfifclf  at  the'charge  of  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry's 
retiring  out  of  it,  is  what,  I  am  fure,  I  fliall  never 
live  to  forget,  though  I  can  never  hope  to  deferve  % 
and  therefore  muft  beg  of  your  lordfliip  to  aflift  me 
in  making  the  heartieft  and  humbled  acknowledgments 
to  his  majefty,  that  any  fcrvant  can  make  to  the  beft 
matter  in  the  world.  After  this  is  done,  I  am  very 
forry  that  I  muft  make  fo  true  and  plain  a  conftffion 
of  myfelf,  as  I  am  forced  to  do  upon  this  occafion.  If 
I  found  myfelf  capable  of  doing  his  majefty  the  fervice 
that  would  become  me  in  fuch  a  poft,  1  ftiould  efteem 
it  the  greateft,  and  indeed  the  only  happinefs  that 
could  befal  me  at  this  time,  and  in  the  poor  remain- 
ders  of  my  life:  but  the  fenfible  decays  I  feel  of  late 
in  myfelf,  and  which  muft  increafe  every  day  with  my 
age  and  ill  health,  m^ake  me  abfolutely  defpair  of  ac- 
.quitting  myfelf  as  I  ought,  and  would  be  neceflary  for 
his  majefty's  fervice,  in  a  poft  that  requires  not  only 
great  abilities,  but  good  health,  and  all  the  applica^ 
tion  that  can  be  ;  neither  of  which  I  can  either  ways 
promife  either  his  majefty  or  myfelf.  And  1  may  pre- 
tend to  be  fo  hpneft  a  man,  as  never  to  make  fo  ill  a 
jbargain  for  fo  good  a  mafter ;  which  would  be  like 
felling  him  a  horfe  very  dear,  that  I  knew  to  be  old 
and  reftif,  and  not  at  all  fit  for  the  fervice  he  defigned 
him.  I  beg  your  lordlhip  to  reprefent  this  to  his 
majefty,  not  as  an  afFefted  modefty,  nor  as  a  fpeakcr's 
form  of  difablixig  himfelf  when  he  is  chofen.  For  your 
lordfhip  may  pleafc  to  remember,  I  writ  the  lame 
thing  to  you  fix  months  ago :  and  Mr.  Hyde  knows 
very  well  the  thoughts  of  this  kind  he  both  found  and 
left  me  in  at  his  laft  being  her^.  The  feafon  I  have 
fince  paflcd,  in  a  place  fo  unkind  to  my  health,  has 
given  me  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  continue  them,  and 
to  think  mylelf  not  at  all  fit  to  enter  upon  fo  great 
and  laborious  an.  employment,  or  even  to  continue 
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this  longer  than  the  fpring  j  beyond  which  time  I  caa 
forelee  little  ufe  his  majefty  can  have  of  me  here. 
And  whenever  he  fhall  pleafe  to  end  it,  I  doubt  not 
but  he  will  give  me  leave  to  fcek  for  a  little  better 
health  in  fome  warn^er  climate:  and  lam  fure,  he 
ftiall  never  find  a  better  fubjeft,  how  ufelefs  a  fervanj: 
foever  I  may  have  been  ;  and  that  none  fhall  ever  make 
more  paflionate  wifhes  for  his  happintfs  and  fafcty, 
than  I  fhall  do  all  the  days  of  my  life. 

I  cannot  end  this  without  making  your  lordfhip 
iikewife  my  particular  acknowledgments  for  your  fa- 
vour and  good  opinion,  which  1  fhall  ever  efleem 
among  my  befl  pofTcfTions.  But  having  had  the  ho- 
nour of  your  agreeing  fo  often  with  me  in  what  wc 
have  talked  of,  I  cannot  but  be  confident,  that  if  you 
knew  me  as  well  as  I  do  myfelf,  you  would  be  per- 
fcftly  of  my  mind  in  this  matter ;  as  I  fhoutd  be  of 
yours,  if  I  found  myfelf,  indeed,  what  your  lordfliip 
is  pleafed  to  efteem  me.  That  which  1  hope  wc  bot[|i 
agree  dn,  is,  the  belief  that  you  can  never  meet  with 
a  greater  and  fincerer  paffion,  than  that  wherewith  I 
have  been  fo  long,  and  fhall  be,  your's,  &c. 

-      To  Sir  Jo/eph  Williamfon. 

S  I  R,  Rhenfen,  Feb.  6,  N.  S.  1678  9. 

T  J  PON  this  day  fen*night  I  received  at  the  Hague 
^  an  exprefs  from  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  prefling  me 
to  come  away  immediately  to  Nimegueh,  upon  the  af* 
furance  he  then  had  the  treaty  would  be  figned  there 
the  next  day,  and  that  my  prefence  would  be  necefTary  ' 
to  make  up  a  commiffion  at  that  time*  Whereupon^ 
finding  rriy  orders  exprefs  in  that  cafe,  I  parted 
the  fame  day  from  the  Hague,  anci  made  a  fhift  to 
get  toNimeguen  the  next,  being  Tuefday  at  night.  The 
Thurfday  following  1  went  to  the  prince  of  Orange  at 
Arnheim,  upon  a  letter  from  his  hit  hnefs,  and  returned 
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fo  late  that  night,  as  to  have  no  part  in  the  difpatch 
by  that  ordinary,  which  was  the  fecond  I  have  miffed 
lince  my  laft  to  you  frcm  the  Hague.  I  communi- 
cated to  his  hlghnefs  the  orders  I  received  by  yours  of 
the  14th  paft,  which  came  to  me  the  day  after  my  ar- 
,  rival  at  Nimeguen.  He  was  very  ready  to  perform  the 
part  his  majcfty  expefted  from  him  upon  that  occa- 
,  fion-,  but  faid,  I  knew  very  well  he  had  never  been 
able  to  hinder  libels  and  pafquins  from  being  printed 
here  againft  himfelf,  and  fo  could  not  affure  meof  hin- 
dering them  againft  his  majcfty ;  but  that  he  would 
endeavour  it,  and  hoped  he  might  be  able  to  do  it  at 
Utrecht;  butadvifed  me  to  addrcfs  myfelf  to  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  Amfterdam,  where  he  could  not  undertake 
tor  it.    He  took  occafion  to  tell  me,  that  the  penfioner 
.of  Amfterdam  had  been  with  him  the  day  before, 
upon  the  eleftion  of  the  fchepers  for  this  year  :  that 
falling  into  the  difcourfe  of  the  affairs  of  England  he 
had  told  him,  that  the  general  report  and  belief  at 
Amfterdam  was,  that  the  great  preparations  made  by 
France  in  their  fea  ports  were  to  make  the  king  ma- 
fter  of  his  parliament  J  and  that  was  the  reafon   we 
took  no  notice  of  them  in  England.     I  took  this  for  a 
libel  fpread  here  by  the  fame  hands  from,  which  you 
cxpeftcd  they  ftiould  be  fent  and  printed  to  be  fpread 
in  England  •,  but  the  prince  faid,  he  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve it  was  given  out  by  the  French,  to  damp  all  hopes 
that  this  State  might  have  of  any  fupport  from  Eng- 
land :  and*  that  he  had  received  two  letters  upon  the 
fame  fubjeft  from  Amfterdam,  before  the  penfioner  of 
that  town  had  told  him  of  it. 

I  ftxall  not  need  tell  you  of  the  peace  having  been 
figned  laft  night,  about  ten  of  the  clock,  between  the 
emperor  and  France,  and  agreed  to  be  fo  this  day  be- 
tween the  Imperialilts  and  Swedes :  you  will  know  the 
whole  courfe  of  that  affair,  with  ail  circumftarces,  by 
^n  cxprcfs  this  day  from  my  colleague,  and  how  un- 
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xieceflary  a  journey  I  have  made  in  the  worft  feafori 
that  I  ever  felt,  and  upon  pure  obedience  to  the  or- 
ders you  fent  me :  tor  1  had  no  reafon  to  think  the  Im- 
pcrialifts  would  yield  a. point  they  had  ever  contefted, 
and,  therefore,  I  had  defired  my  colleague  to  inform 
himfelf  of  it  before  he  fent  for  me.     It  is  now  paft, 
and  I  have  only  reafon  to  be  fatisfied,  that  all   was 
agreed  to   by  the  parties  which  you  feemcd  to  defirc 
for  his  majcdy's  honour  in  the  preface,  as  well  as  for 
his  inclufion  in  the  treaty.     This  morning  1  left  Ni- 
raeguen,  and  thought  to  have  reached   Utrecht  this 
night;  but  the  ways  are  almoft  impaffable  for  a  coach, 
by  the  great  drifts  of  fnow  \  fo  that  all  I  can  hope 
for,  is,  to   be  there  to-morrow   night :  from   thence 
I  refolve  to  go  to  Amfterdam,  and  Ipeak  with  the  ma- 
giftrates  in  both  places,  about  fearching  and  prevent- 
ing what  you  apprehend  from  thofe  preffes:  and  be-, 
caufe  I  am  not  like  to  be  in  Holland  time  enough  for 
next  ordinary,  I  difpatch  this  away  to  Utrecht  by 
exprefs,  in  hopes  it  may  get  time  enough  to  the 
Hague    to   go  away  with  the  ordinary  to-morrow 
night,  that  fo  you  might  know  fomething  of  my  mo- 
tions, as  well   as  of  miy  late  omiflions,  which  have 
been  occafioned  by  them.     I  am  ever,  &:c. 

To  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

'  My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  21,  N.  S.  1678-9. 
Tjr  AVING  fince  my  laft  had  feveral  occafions  of  dif- 
^^  courfing  with  the  prince  upon  the  fubjcdt  of 
your  lordfhip*s  laft  letter,  and  the  account  you  were 
pleafed  to  give  there  both  of  his  majefty's  conduct  and 
.your  own,  in  thofe  negotiations  which  were  io  much 
talked  on  of  late ;  his  highnefs  was  very  full  in  his  ex- 
prefTions  of  juftifying  your  lordfliip  upon  having  done 
nothing  but  with  his  majefty's  order,  even  in  writing  • 
and  could  not  talk  of  Mr.  M 's  part  in  it  with- 
out 
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out  the  greateft  indignation  in  the  world.  For  the 
thing  itfelf,  he  would  fay  little,  but,  that  it  was  paft; 
and  fo  it  v/as  to  no  purpofe  to  talk  of  it :  that  no  body 
had  any  thing  left  to  do  fince  the  peace,  but  to  play  an 
ill  game  the  bed  they  could,  and  fo  he  refolved  to  dt) 
here:  but  nothing  he  could  now  do  would  fignify 
much  towards  the  common  fafety,  unlefs  England 
could  grow  into  a  pofture  of  being  more  united  at 
home,  and  more  confidered  abroad,  than  they  feemed 
likely  to  be  by  the  prefent  courfe  of  our  affairs ;  which 
he  ever  talks  of  with  great  concernment.  Since  the 
commiffion  I  received  to  go  again  toNimeguen,  to  con- 
tinue there  the  figure  of  his  majefty's  mediation,  uport 
the  recalling  of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  he  was  very  inqui- 
fitive  into  the  reafon  of  it  •,  which  I  could  not  give 
him  -,  having  received  barely  a  commiffion  to  aft  alone 
in  that  funftion,  and  three  lines  only  from  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Williamfon,  to  tell  me,  hehadfent  jt  by  his  ma- 
jelly's  order.  All  we  could  guefs,  was  the  defign  of 
fparing  fo  much  money,  by  ending  Mr.  Hyde's  and 
Sir  Lionel's  embafly,  now  the  peace  was  fo  near  con-, 
eluded,  and  continuing  mine  only  for  the  decency  of 
the  mediation  till  the  aflembly  fhould  break  up.  And 
the  prince  faid  upon  it,  that  he  hoped,  however,  the 
king  might  make  fome  good  ufe  of  it  -,  and  fince  the 
peace  of  the  north  would  certainly  be  made,  now  the 
emperor's  was  fo,  he  thought  it  would  be  very  much 
better,  that  his  majefty  Ihould  make  it  than  France,- 
efpecially  that  between  Brandenburgh  and  Sweden; 
and  thereby  endeavoured  to  draw  fome  dependence  of 
thofe  two  princes  upon  himfclf  after  the  peace,  which, 
he  doubted,  would  otherwrfc  fall  on  France :  he  faid 
befides,  that  he  would  think  of  this  matter  within  twp 
or  three  days,  and  tell  me,  if  not  write  into  England, 
what  Ihould  occur  to  him  upon  it,  before  I  went  to 
Nimeguen:  and,  that  the  looner  the  peace  of  the 
north  was  now  made,  the  better  ^  that  France- might 
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thereby  have  no  longer  a  pretext  of  keeping  the  feven 
towns  in  Cologn,  Juliers,  and  Liege ;  whereby  they 
are  pofted  fo,  as  to  awe  this  country  and  Flanders, 
and  to  be  ready  for  any  new  defign  upon  them. 

In  this  conference,  and  one  before,  his  highnefs  de- 
fired  me  to  write  to  your  lordlhip,  and  put  you  in 
mind  of  his  money,  concerning  which  you  had  ex-- 
preflTcd  fo  great  concernment  in  your  laft  to  me.  His 
highnefs  faid,  he  did  not  doubt  but  this  fum  might  be 
cafily  advanced  upon  that  aft  which  provided  for  it,  in 
cafe  the  whole  fecurity  were  not  engaged  fome  other 
ways,  which  he  hoped  your  lordlhip  has  had  the 
kindnefs  and  jufticc  to  prevent. 

In  the  midft  of  your  lordlhip's  great  affairs,  I  know^. 
very  well,  I  ought  to  give  you  as  few  and  as  fhort 
troubles  as  I  can ;  and  therefore  fhall  not  lengthen  this 
beyond  the  affurances  of  my  being  ever,  my  lord, 
your,  &c. 

To  the  Earl  of  Sunderland^ 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  28,  N.  S.  1678-9* 

/^N  Saturday  laft  I  received  the  honour  of  one  from 
^-^  your  lord  (hip  of  the  nth,  and  this  morning 
another  of  the  14th  -,  both  of  them  bringing  me  his 
majefty*5  command  for  my  immediate  return  •,  and 
the  laft,  a  letter  of  revocation  to  the  States  General.  I 
have  this  afternoon  communicated  both  to  the  prince, 
who  finding  me  prcflTed  to  make  fo'much  dih'gence  in 
my  journey,  has  made  it  formally  his  dcfire  to  me, 
that  I  will  go  away,  without  taking  notice  luere  of  my 
abfolute  revocation,  or  thereupon,  any  formal  leave 
of  the  States,  which,  he  fays,  may  bt*  done  as  foon  as 
I  am  there,  if  his  majefty  plcafcs  •,  and  about  the  time 
my  lord  ambaflador  Jenkins  ftiall  arirve  here.  His 
highnefs  takes  this  to  be  a  point  fo  important  to  his 
majefty's  fervice,  and  to  his  own  intcrclts  here  at  this 
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time,  which,  he  fays,  are  the  fame  with  his  majcfty'sy; 
that  he  is  fure  (as  he  is  pleafed  to  fay)  the  king  will* 
give  him  leave  to  govern  luch  a  circumftance  as  this 
is;  and  therefore  fays,  he  will  take  it  upon  himfelf  ;- 
and  his  majefty  will  know  the  reafons  when  I  have  the 
honour  to  attend  him.  I  confefs,  I  could  fee  no  pre- 
judice in  this  to  his  majefty,  nor  to  any,  unlefs  my- 
felf  (on  the  account  of  the  ufual  prefents  upon  a  re- 
vocation) :  I  therefore  confented  to  it ;  and  fliall  there- 
upon be  ready,  I  hope,  to  embark  to-morrow,  or  next 
day,  if  wind  and  weather  fuffer  me.  Though  the 
prince  had  not  defired  this  way  of  parting,  I  have  an- 
other reafon  would,  of  ncceffity,  have  engaged  me  to* 
it-,  which  is,  my  being  fo  much  indebted  here,  by 
not  having  received  my  monejfcfince  my  coming  over 
in  July  laft,  that  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for  irie 
to  have  carried  my  goods  and  family  away  from  hence, 
without  attending  the  neceffary  difpatches  from  the 
exchequer ;  which,  I  doubt,  by  the  ftyle  of  bod> 
your  lordfliip's  letters,  prcfung  me  to  fo  much  haftc 
m  my  journey,  would  not  have  paficd  with  his  ma- 
jefty for  a  good  excufe  of  my  hot  coming  a^ay. 

The  common  occurences  will  be  tranfmitted  to 
your  Icrdfliip  by  Mr.  Meredith,  as  has  been  ufual : 
fo  that  after  having  very  heartily  given  your  lord- 
Ihip  joy  upon  your  entrance  into  an  employment  of  fo 
great  weight  and  confcquence  to  his  majefty*s  fervice, 
with  my  true  wiflies  of  all  the  fatisfaftion  that  can  be 
from  it,  both  to  his  majefty  and  yourfelf,  I  fliall  end 
with  the  profeflions  of  my  being  ever,  &c. 

The  private  Letter  of  the  fame  Date  to  the  Earl 
ofS d. 

IM  u  s  T  leave  it  to  time  to  tell  you,  whether  your  let- 
ter as  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  acquainting  me  with 
bis  majefty's  having  fent  forme  over  to  enter  upon  the 
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fame  poft,  were  as  welcome  to  me,  ais,  I  ^un.fure,  it 
was  furprizing,  after  my  preparations  and  thoughts 
had  been  turned  for^  a  week  together  to  Nimeguerii 
But  I  cannot  forbear  afluring  you  in  the  mean  time; 
that  nothing  could  be  welebmer,  than  a  Ihort  one  I  re-- 
ceived  with  it  from  my  lord  Sunderland  •  by  which  I 
found  he  was  pleafed  with  the  new  employmeht,  arid 
not  unfatislied  with  the  profpecl  of  our  affairs.     I  take 
your  lordihip  to  be  fo  good  and  univerfal  a  judge,  that 
I  cannot  eafily  believe  you  Ihould  be  deceived  in  what 
concerns  either  the  publick  or  yourfelf ;  and  therefore 
cannot  chufe  but  raife  from  it  good  prefagoi  to  both  : 
otherwife,  I  confefs,  I  fee  nothing  to  change  my  opi- 
nion of  publick  affairs,  or  my  refolutions  as  to  my 
oWn  part  in  them  ;  though,  I  find,  my  friends  have 
io  different  thoughts  of  both.     I  wifti  I  may  find  any 
thing  to  undeceive  me  when  I  come  over.     In  the 
mean  time,  I  jhould  be  infinitely  glad  to  contribuCc: 
more  than  my  wifhes  towards  the  ends  you  feem  to  pro- 
jpofc  yourfelves  \  and  if  I  could  think  myfelf  capable 
of  doing  it,  neither  the  king,  nor   your   lordihip, 
would  find  a  truer  fervant :  in  the  mean  time,  I  will 
only  fay,  that  among  all  you  have^  there  is  none  caxi 
take  more  part  in  all  that  concerns  your  lordihip, 
hor  that  can  be  more  tinfeignedly  than  I  am,  my 
Lord,  yourj  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Tteafurer. 

My  Lord,  Hagite,  Febi28,  N.  S.  iGy^-^^i 

7  Received  laft  Saturday  the  honour  of  one  from  your 

lordihip  of  the  iith;  which^  I  confefs,  furprized 
me  more  than  any  J  ever  had  from  you  •,  coming  not 
only  after  my  orders  arid  preparations  for  Nimeouen, 
but  after  my  wife  had  told  me  from  your  lorcShip, 
how  ail  that  affair  had  paflcd  ;  and  after  I  had  written 
to  her,  how  infinitely  fenfible  I  was  of  the  obligations 
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I  had  to  your  lordfhip  in  the  whole  courfc  of  it,  and 
how  pcrfeftly  I  was  fatisficd  as  to  myfelf  with  the  ply 
it  had  taken.  Time  alone  muft  tell,  if  either  his  ma- 
jefty  or  I  have  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  change  he 
has  fince  made  in  that  meafure,  which  will  depend  up- 
on the  fuccefs  of  it,  and  of  my  being  of  the  ufe  dc- 
figncd  in  fo  great  a  poft,  towards  thofe  publick  ends, 
that,  I  am  confident,  your  lordlhip  aims  at  in  it,  and 
which  none  can  anfwer  fon  I  wilh  to  God  I  could  dc- 
ferve  half  the  honour  his  majefty  does  me  by  his  good 
opinion  j  for  I  never  can  the  kindnefs  of  your  intention 
(whatever  may  happen)  though  no  man  can  be  more 
lenfible  than  I  am  of  it.  For  the  reft,  I  fhall  not 
trouble  your  lordfhip  farther  with  any  difcourfes  up- 
on that  fubjeft,  being  like  to  have  the  honour  of  wait- 
ing on  you  fo  foon ;  for  I  hope,  God  willing,  to  go 
aboard  the  yacht  to-morrow  or  Wednefday,  if  wind 
and  weather  fuffer  me ;  and,  with  your  lordfliip's 
good  leave,  Ihall  make  my  firft  ftep  into  the  Codq>it» 
where  you  will  then  find,  I  am  fure,  a  moft  humble 
fervant. 
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A. 

jfCHILLES,  hishiftory,  iii.  310. 
**^     Admiralty,  council  of  ia  Holland,  fome  account  of>  !• 
13 1»  13^*  admiral  and  vice-admiral,  their  office,  132. 

Adrian,  remarks  on  the  verfes  afcribed  to  him,  iii.  413. 

JBgypt.    See  Egyptians. 

Mncas^  his  hiftory,  iii.  310.  was  the  founder  of  the  Ro- 
man empire,  ibid. 

JE/culapius,  the  great  fimplicity  of  his  praftice  of  phyfick, 
!«•  183.  is  rewarded  with  great  honours,  ibid. 

JEfop*s  Fables,  one  of  the  oldeft  books  extant,  iii.  463.  and 
the  beft  of  its  kind,  ibid. 

JEthiopianSf  their  origin,  iii.  440.  their  learning,  whence,  ib^ 

Mtiusy  Roman  conful,  in  what  terms  applied  to  by  the  an- 
cient Britains,  iii.  87. 

Jgricolay  Julius^  firft  difcovers  Britain  to  be  an  ifland,  iii.  84. 
extends  the  bounds  of  the  Roman  province,  ibid,  introduces 
the  Roman  laws,  cuftoms,  &c.  into  Briuin,  ibid,  builds  and 
fortifies  a  wall,  85. 

Jire^  taken  by  monfieur  de  Schomberg,  ii.  360. 

yfix  la  Chapelle,  account  of  the  negociation  of  the  peace 
there,  i.  384.  the  peace  there,  when  and  upon  what  occafion 
made,  ii.  547. 

yllbans^  my  lord,  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him  on 
the  preparations  of  the  French  to  invade  Flanders,  i.  287.  de- 
firing  a  pafTport  for  lady  Temple,  288. 

Albemark,  duke  of,  a  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him,  foliciting  a  fupply  of  money  for  the  bifhop  of  Munfter, 
i.  248. 

Albert^  arch-duke  and  cardinal,  made  governor  of  the  Ne» 
thcrlands,  i.  103.  the  political  views  in  appointing  him,  104. 
enters  France,,  and  takes  Amiens,  105.  is  wounded  and  nar* 
rowly  efcapes  being  made  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Newport, 
ibid,  endeavours  to  bring  abouc  a  peace,  xo6.  by  kweU-tlmed 
policy  he  obtains  his  own  terms,  113,  115, 
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AfbiBHi  whence  named,  iii.  70.  • 

Alchemy^  a  charafter  of,  iii.  489. 

jilcinous,  his  fine  garden  as  defcribed  by  Homer,  iii.  20^, 
210. 

Alehoof^  whence  named,  iii.  295.     See  Croundtvy. 
•    Alexander ^  was  the  founder  of  the  Grecian  empire,  iii.3 1 1. 
why  not  efteemed  a  hero,  ibid,  his  charafter,  312. 

Alfred^  builds  fliips  for  the  defence  of  his  coaft,  iii.  99. 

Alliance^  copies  of  the  triple  alliance  between  Great  Britaia 
and  the  States  General,  in  Latin  and  Eugllib,  i.  362 — 376. 
Separate  articles,  376 — 384. 

Almnnazary  one  of  the  moft  renowned  Arabian  princes^  iii. 
373.  his  extraordinary  charaftcr,  374. 

Alphcnfus  the  IFi/e,  king  of  Arragon,  a  remarkable  faying 
of  his,  iii.  470. 

Avny  duke  of,  appointed  governor  of  the  Netherlands,  i.  83* 
his  arbitrary  and  ryranpical  proceedings,  84.  bis  infulting be- 
liaviour  at  Brnifeis,  85.  his  dreadful  cruelties  occaHon  the  re- 
volt of  the  Low  Countries,  89.  he  is  recalled  90. 

Jiv.rAita^  a  principal  deity  of  the  Peruvians,  iii.  346. 

Jniazons,  fonie  account  of  them,  iii.  387. 

ylmhafj'ddori^  the  punctilios  and  ceremonials  of  them  moft 
minded  by  fuch  as  are  fit  for  little  elfe,  1.  367, 

Ambition^  the  purfuitsof,  endlefs  and  extravagant,  iii.  197. 

Ambrojius^  his  obfcurc reign  over  the  Britains,  iii.  90. 

America^  the  firft  difcovery  of  it,  by  whom  and  when,  iii. 
3:55.  fabulous  accounts  of  it,  335,  336.  ftate  of,  when  firft 
dii covered,  ibid. 

Amjlerdam^  the  authority  of  that  city,  wherein  it  conHfts, 
i.  T 16.  juiHce,  how  adminiftered  there,  ibid,  monies,  bowie- 
vied,  ibid,  fenators,  howchofen  in  former  times,  z^/^.  theprc- 
fent  m:inner  of  choofing  them,  ib.  x  1 7.  the  office  of  their  bnr- 
gomaftcr,  what,  and  how  appointed,  ibid,  their  efchevins,  1 18* 
treafurers,  1 19.  fcout,  ibid,  penfioner,  ibid,  bank,  ihid^  great 
riches  and  credit,  ibid,  how  founded,  119,  120.  revenues, 
110.  deputies,  how  chofen,  121.  Aadthoufe,  159. 

Ancients^  fome  of  their  (lupendous  works,  iii.  480.  See 
Learnings 

Andros,  major,  a  letter  to  him  and  Mr.  Gary,  demanding 
the  delivery  of  fome  tin,  ii.  78. 

Animals^  fome,  why  more  fociable  than  others,  i.  38. 

Antoine^  count,  ambafTador  from  Denmark,  arrives  at  Ni- 
meguen  to  treat  about  the  peace,  ii,  415.  is  greatly  cmbar- 
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raffed  by  a  point  of  ceremony,  ii*  415,  416.  rcfolres,  on  that 
account,  neither  to  give  nor  receive  vifits,  416.  his  charafter, 
ibid, 

Jntvjerp,  the  decay  of  its  flourifhlng  trade,  whence,  i.  ji86. 

jfpoUoniuSy  was  but  an  ape  of  the  ancient  philofophers,  iii, 

437. 

j^ppksy  when  firft  brought  into  Italy,  ill.  2  ri .  various  kinds 
of  fruits  that  went  under  that  name,  ibid,  fome  account  of  the 
happy  apple,  2 14,  21 5.  what  kinds  the  befl  in  England,  226. 
the  moft  innocent  food  and  the  beft  phyfick,  237. 

Jpricots^  from  whence  brought  into  Italy,  iii.  211.  their 
ancient  name,  ibid,  which  the  beft  in  England,  225. 

Arabians y  iirft  reftored  the  ufe  of  phyfick  in  Mahometan 
countries,  iii.  282.  the  foundation  of  the  Arabian  or  Maho- 
ii^etan  government,  368,  370.  its  origin  and  progrefs,  370— 

37^- 

Archimedes,  his  furprizing  defence  of  Syracufe,  iix.  455, 
48  !•  a  bold  faying  of  his,  481. 

Archite6lurey  the  ancient  art  of  it  much  loft,  iii.  455.  fc- 
veral  of  the  greatefl:  monuments  of  it,  480, 

Arlington^  my  lord,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him,  urging  an  immediate  remittance  of  money  for  the  ufe  of 
the  bilhop  of  Munfter,  i.  233.  with  a  meflenger  from  the 
prince  of  Munfter,  248.  defiring  his  countenancing  his  wife 
in  procuring  fome  money,  274.  the  beginning  of  the  French 
attack  on  the  Netherlands,  291.  their  inconftancy  and  irre- 
folution  cenfured,  292.  on  the  treaty  with  the  Dutch,  299, 
300.  the  progrefs  of  the  French,  300.  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  Spanifh  minifler  going  to  England,  301.  thanking  his 
lordfhip  for  a  favour,  and  congratulating  theincreafc  of  his  fa- 
mily, 301,  302.  a  particular  account  of  his  conferences  and 
fpeedy  conclufion  of  a  treaty  with  Holland,  314.  with  copies 
of  the  treaty  in  order  to  ratification,  and  defiring  them  to  be 
fpeedily  returned,  325.  the  reception  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  345.  propofals  for  carrying  on  the  war  if  the  French 
refufe  to  agree  to  terms,  346.  on  the  negociation  of  a  treaty 
at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  384.  approving  of  an  enquiry  into  the 
mifcarriages  of  the  laft  war,  398.  a  contraft  between  the  mar- 
quis de  Caftel-Rodrijgo  and  the  Dutch,  402.  the  agreement 
of  the  French  to  the  treaty,  with  fufpicions  of  their  private 
defigns,  406.  complaining  of  a  new  cypher  which  he  ufed, 
410.  account  of  his  con^rences  and  negociatlons  with  the 
marquis  de  Caftel-Rodrigo,  411.  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the 
'  ^         .    '  H  h  3  marquin 
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marquis  de  Caftel-Rodrigo,  defiring  bim  to  order  his  minifler 
to  fign  the  projeft  of  the  treaty  at  Aix,  i.  429,  433.  the  diffi- 
culties thrown  in  the  way  of  figning  the  treaty  by  the  mar- 
quis's  mini(ler»  and  the  conclufioo  of  it,  441.  of&rstofend 
an  account  of  the  expence  of  his  journey  to  Aix,  446.  the 
difficulties  in  executing  the  treaty,  how  obviated,  449.  :| 
fcheme  for  Qceculing  it  propofed,  451.  a  long  converfatioa 
with  Mr*  De  Witt,  &c.  concerning  the  Guinea  company  and 
the  marine  treaty,  ii.  2,  concerning  certificates  for  (hips,  and 
feveral  other  articles  of  a  marine  treaty,  20.  arrival  of  the 
*  baron  d'lfola  at  the  Hague;  his  deCgns  there,  with  Sir  Wil- 
liam's advice  to  him  as  to  his  conduA,  36.  obftades  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  marine  treaty  ;  fufpicions  of  unfair  dealing  fa 
the  Eaft  India  merchants  ;  the  fourccs  of  this,  44.  the  dif- 
ficulties in  procuring  the  Spanifli  payments  ;  defiring  advice 
as  to  the  punftilios  of  ceremonies  in  company,  49.  complaints 
of  the  Swedi(h  minxA^r  againft  the  deficiency  of  Spain,  62. 
propofal  of  the  Dutch  minifter  to  obviate  them,  65.  the  fubr 
fiance  of  feveral  conferences  with  foreign  minifters  concerning 
the  payment  of  the  fubfidy,  6^,  vindicates  hi mfelf  from  fome 
ill  defigns  againft  him,  87.  the  Spanifli  conduA  greatiy  bla- 
med, 88.  the  defigns  of  the  Dutch  armaments,  89.  divifions 
among  the  Dutch  minifters,  whence,  90.  attempts  againft  the 
French  commodities,  91,  92.  caution  about  raifing  money 
for  the  publick  fervice,  92.  the  low  credit  of  the  Spaniards ; 
France  fubmits  the  decifion  of  differences  to  Britain  and 
Sweden,  leaving  out  the  Dutch,  99.  rcafoning  with  the  barpq 
.  d'lfola  upon  it,  100.  hints  concerning  the  Swedifh  payments, 
ibid*  a  furmife  of  unfair  dealing  at  the  Hague,  confuted,  107. 
the  defign  of  Monfieur  Van  Beuninghen*s  errand  into  Eng- 
land, 108.  the  prohibition  qf  French  commodities  Jnfifted  on, 
109.  recommendation  of  Monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  to  his 
favour,  1 10.  recommendation  of  Monfieur  Van  BeuningheQ 
to  him,  with  fome  hints  of  his  charafter,  1 16.  as  alfo  Madam 
Honey  wood,  ibiJ.  complaints  of  the  lofs  of  the  Englifh  ho- 
nour at  fea,  117.  account  of  the  prince  of  Orange's  intro- 
duftion  to  the  council  of  ftate,  ibid,  the  prince  of  Orange's 
intended  journey  to  England,  118.  defires  to  know  my  lord's 
opinion  and  advice  about  it,  119.  violent  humours  appear 
againft  Mr.  De  Witt,  ibid,  the  ^intcrcft  of  England  to  ftand 
neuter  in  their  difputes,  i?o.  the  fufpicion  of  madame  of 
France's  being  poifoned,  groundlefs,  129.  the  foundation  of 
taroa  dlfola's  hopes  of  fuccefs  to  his  propofals  in  England, 
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4bU.  the  count  de  Monterey  declared  interim  governor  of  the 
-Spanifh  Netherlands,  ii.  130.  he  is  oppofed  by  the  count  Mar- 
fyn,  131.  afks  bis  majefty*s  permiffion  to  make  a  journey 
to  Bruflels,  ibid,  congratulating  his  return  to  town ;  the 
States  greatly  alarmed  at  the  French,  who.  bad  fuddenly  feized 
onLorrain,  157.  feveral  ill  confequences  of  this,  160.  the 
dependence  of  the  States  on  his  majefly's  refolutions,  iHd.  in- 
forming him  of  theprogrefs  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  iv.  34,  35. 
of  the  good  opinion  the  prince  c^  Orange  had  of  Sir  William, 
3$.  hisembaflfy  to  Holland  veryexpenfive,  36.  his  endeavours 
40  promote  a  good  underftanding  between  the  king  and  prince, 
iUd.  recommends  his  fon  to  lord  Arlington's  confidence,  37. 
approves  of  the  king's  proceedings  with  refpeA  to  the  Dutch 
and  prince  of  Orange,  7S,  79.  a  furprizing  run  upon  the  bank 
of  Amfterdam  and  cantores  of  Holland,  79.  cenfnre  of  the 
prince  of  Orange's  conduA  with  refpe6l  to  the  Sutes,  ibid,  his 
endeavours  to  get  Nimeguen  made  the  place  of  treaty,  80. 
conjedure  concerning  the  next  campaign,  ibid,  regrets  lord 
Arlington's  ill  ftate  of  health,  147.  complains  of  Mr.  Van 
fieuntnghen*s.negle£l  of  the  packet  boats,  147,  148.  is  fenfible 
of  lord  Arlington's  miftrufting  him,  148.  congratulates  his 
loivifiiip's  beginning  to  recover  from  an  indifpofitlon,  170.  the 
affair  of  the  packet  boats  ftill  undetermined,  ibid,  aflerts  his « 
ingenuity  and  plainnefs  in  dealing  with  his  majefty,  171. 

Arminiam  and  Calvinifts,  in  Holland,  their  political  cha- 
jraAers,  i.  ii2. 

jirmorica,  that  name,  whence  derived,  iii.  71, 

Arthur,  king,  accounts  of  him  moftly  fabulous,  iii.  90. 

4/bieyy  lord,  one  of  the  members  of  the  cabal,  his  reward 
ibrit,  ii.  251. 

JtticuSf  his  amiable  charaOer,  iii.  205.  his  refolute  and 
;lingular  death,  261. 

Avarice  is  an  enemy  to  the  advancement  of  learning,  iii.  467. 

AuJKn,  the  monk,  arrives  in  England,  with  fome  compa- 
nions, to  fettle  chrillianity  there,  iii.  96.  their  fuccefs,  ibid* 
thdr  fucceflbrs  perfecute  the  chriftians  in  Wales,  ibid. 

Authority,  whence  it  arifes,  i.  35.  its  chief  fource  the  opi- 
nion of  the  divine  favour  or  defignation,  36.  is  fupported  by 
piety  and  fplendor,  ibid,  and  puch  ftrengthened  by  cuftom, 
37.  power  a  natural  confequence  of  it,  ibU.  paternal  autho- 
rity defcribed,  39,  40.  the  original  of  governments  in  the 
world,  41.  the  authority  of  the  ancients^  m  matters  of  opi- 
iiion,  not  to  be  acknowledged,  42. 

H  h  4  Bacchus, 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


INDEX. 

B. 

Bacchus,  his  hiftory  obfcurc,  tii.  308. 

Backwell,  alderman,*  letter  from  Sir  WilUam  Temple  fq 
him,  ordering  an  immediate  payment  of  iQoney  (o  the  bilhog 
of  Munfter's  agent,  i.  232. 

Balbaces^  marquis,  ambaflTador  fronj  Spain,  arrives  at  Ni- 
xneguen  to  confult  about  the  treaty  of  peace,  ii.  405.  is  diAin- 
guiOied  by  his  magnificent  equipage,  416. 

Banians,  Indian,  whence  they  derived  their  co(loms  and 
opinions,  iii,  4^9. 

Bank,  at  Amfterdam,  its  vaft  riches,  i.  119.  value  of  it  un- 
certain, ibid,  its  credit,  whence,  ibid,  extreme  ufcfulnefs,  120* 

Baron,  the  meaning  and  origin  of  that  word,  jii.  363,  364. 
difference  between  the  EngliAi  and  Spanilii  barons,  364.  con- 
jefture  concerning  its  derivation,  3^5. 

Batavia,  that  name,  whence  derived,  iii.  /r. 

Batchehrs,  a  (ax  on  them  propofed,  iii.  6c.  the  advantages 
of  it,  ibid.  . 

Bathing,  the  great  ufe  of  it  as  a  medicine,  iii.  283^. 

Bavaria,  eledlor  of,  his  importance  in  the  empire,  ii.  210. 

Belief,  not  in  a  man's  power,  i.  172. 

Belus,  the  founder  of  ^he  Aflyrian  kingdom,  iii.  308. 

Bentick,  Monfieur,fervant  tq  the  prince  of  Orange,  his  extra- 
ordinary care  and  attendance  upon  him,  while  in  the  fmall  poi|^ 
li.  303.  is  feized  wi(h  the  fame  didemper,  apd  in  great  extre- 
mity,  on  the  prince's  recovery,  ibid,  is  fent  to  dcfire  the  king's 
f  erraiflion  for  the  prince  to  come  over  %q  England,  407. 

Berkley,  my  lord,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  hin^ 
congratulating  his  bcipgitiade  lord  ii^q  tenant  of  Ireland,  1. 1 14. 
recommending  to  Him  the  encouragement  of  indudry,  particu- 
larly ih  the  iifliing  and  linen  trade,  1 15.  a  humourous  con- 
gratulatiop  to  him  on  the  birth  of  afon,  127.  h^  infoims  him 
pf  the  death  ofonadaTie  of  France,  128.  and  of  the  acceffioi^ 
of  the  cotfnt  dc  Monjerey  to  tfje  government  of  the  Spanifli 
Netherlands  in  phcc  ^  tjie  ponflable  of  Cariije,  who  had  re- 
signed, ibitt  \%  appointed  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries  for  th^ 
ireaty  of  Nimeguen,  325.  returns  to  England, 4md  dies,  405. 

Bevemingj,  Monfiei^r  Van,  his  great  capacity  as  an  ambaf- 
fador,  !!•  365.  vigorhuffy  promotes  the  peace  at  Nimegucn, 
588,  403,  4q6.  is  jealous  of  the  artifice  of  the  French,  402. 
goes  to  the  French  court  to  folicit  a  ceflation  of  arms,  and  ^ 
peaty  (^  peace,  437.  is  Jjent  vpcn  a  fuddenend  of  the  war, 
*•'•'•  '     ' i"-  .<-     •  li.  449. 
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ii.  449.  IS  blamed  by  fcveral  of  the  deputies  of  the  State?  <n| 
inany  accounts,  464.  and  threatened  with  a  profecution,  ibid, 

Blaithwait,  Mr.  letter  frotn  him  to  Sir  William  Temple, 
informing  him,  that  the  Dutch  had  conceived  an  ill  opinion  of 
'England's  intentions^  iil  202.  excufes  the  Dutch  from  any 
bjame  in  the  affair  of  the  Englifh  (hip  that  was  feized,  203. 
they  rcjcft  a  defenfive  alliance  offered  by  Spain,  ?.p4. 

Soatf  of  a  fipgular  contrivance,  fome  account  of,  ii.  343. 

Boileau,  Monficur,  his  fatire  on  his  countrymen,  \yho  pre- 
ferred the  modern  to  the  ancient  learning,  iii.  473,  474. 

Books,  proofs  of  their  antiquity,  iii.  432,  433.  and  great 
numbers,  ihid.  their  ufe  tp  promote  learning,  433.  compa;v4 
to  guides  and  a  hand  with  ^n  infcription,  435.  the  anciei^t 
books  confmed  to  a  fhort  period  of  time,  ibid,  the  oldefl  books 
aireftill  thebeft  of  their  iund,  iW.' which  the  oldeft  books 
y/ehave  in  profe,  463. 

Boors f  or  clowns,  in  Holland,  their  charaAer,  i.  153. 

Boroughlsiw,  fome  account  of  it,  iii.  133.  t he  great  wifdom 
and  prudence  of  it,  133,  134.  as  cflablifhcd  by  \Vjlliam  the 
Conqueror,  134. 

Bouchain,  taken  by  the  French,  ii.  358. 

Bracbmans,  faid  to  be  very  long  livers,  iii.  271.  their  food 
and  manner  of  life,  ibid,  were  kept  chafle  from  any  othpr 
mixture,  437.  their  particular  care  of  the  birth  and  nurture  oiF 
their  children,  43$.  their  learning  and  inAitutions,  i^iV.  opi- 
nions in  natural  and  moral  philofophy,  ibid,  great  temperance, 
ibid,  their  wonderful  magical  operations,  439.  their  notions 
of  fjcknefs  and  death,  ibid,  were  in  high  efteem  By  the  reft  of 
the  world,  ibid. 

Brandenburgh,  ele^or  of,  his  importance  in  the  empire, 

II.  209. 

■  the  young  prince  of,  his  fudden  death  and  great " 
character,  ii.  283.  great  friendftiip  with  the  prince  of  Orange, 
ibid,  concludes  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Denmark's  minifters^ 

304.  defends  his  country  againfl  the  inroads  of  the  Swedes^ 

305.  why  he  had  not  an  interview  wth  Sir  William  Temple, 
ibid,  drives  the  Swedes  put  of  his  country,  and  purfues  them 
into  their  own,  313.  has  an  interview,  and  concerts  meafures 
with  the  king  of  Denmark  againft  the  Swedes,  ibid,  his  fuc* 
ccfs  againft  them,  360.  violently  oppofes  the  peace,  362. 

Brazilians ,  their  manner  of  living,  when  firft  difcovered, 

III.  27 1,  the  tendency  of  this  to  prolong  their  lives,  271, 2,72. 
the  remarkable  healthinefs  of  Brazil,  273. 

Briia^ 
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Breda,  the  treaty  of,  when  and  upon  what  occafion  made, 
ill.  547- 

Brederoiey  at  the  bead  of  a  party  of  gentlemen,  makes  a 
bold  rcmonftrance  to  the  governefs  of  rhe  Low  Countries 
a^ainft  pcrfccution  for  religion,  i.  80.  the  eiFefts  of  this, 
80,  81. 

Bridgman^  Sir  Orlando,  lord  keeper,  letters  from  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  to  him.  Several  particulars  of  the  conferences 
and  proceedings  relative  to  the  treaty,  i.  326.  compliments  of 
civility  for  favours  received,  and  foliciting  his  intcreft  in  fome 
of  his  concerns,  351.  a  copy  of  the  preamble  andconclufion 
'>of  the  treaty,  354.  feveral  propofals  of  an  accommodation 
between  France  and  Spain,  413.  foliciting  his  intereft  to  pro- 
cure a^d  remit  to  him  the  ncceflary  fupplies  of  money  for  fup- 
ppriing  his  character,  423.  of  fome  ceremonies  to  be  obferved 
as  an  ambaflador,  ii.  14.  his  opinion  of  the  Spaniards,  with 
fome  prpgofals  as  to  the  conduA  of  Britain  to  Spain,  ibid^ 
the  advantages  of  a  quadruple  alliance  to  fupprefs  the  exor- 
l^itant  power  of  France  ;  the  beft  'way  to  efleft  it,  with 
anfwers  to  the  objeAlons  againft  it,  28 — 33.  a  difcovery  of 
ibme  private  intrigues  of  the  French  and  Spaniards,  in  a  con- 
Xerfation  with  M,  de  Witt,  39.  regreuing  bis  lordfliip's  ab- 
fencc  from  the  council;  a  Wnc  at  the  lU  fuccefs  of  his 
late  attempt  againft  Joice,  149.  the  States  much  concerned 
at  Sir  William's  being  recalled  to  England  ;  Mr.  dc  Witt  ex- 
populates  wit^  him  on  the  occaiion  ;  the  firm  attachment 
cf  the  States  to  the  kii^,  in  bppofition  to  the  growing  great- 
i^(s  of  Eraiiqc;,  i6i.  the  Dutch  s^nd  French  difpofed  to  a 
peace,  iv.  38.  Spain  inclined,  but  ill  prepared  for  a  war,  ibid. 
<be  Emperor,  Swjed^en,  and  Norway  watch  for  advantages, 
ihid.  the  prince  of  Orange's  fliare  of  honour  and  danger  at 
the  t^attie  of  Seneffe,  ibid,  fends  him  a  copy  of  his  fpeech  to 
t{xc  States  at  his  public  audience,  ibid,  recommending  Mr. 
Curtis  to  his  favour  in  recovering  a  premium  for  a  publick  fer* 
vice  don^  to  Newcaftle,  49,  50.  letters  from  Sir  Orlando 
Bridgman  to  Sir  William  Temple,  excufing  Sir  William's  be* 
ing  fent  in  hafte  to  the  Hague,  and  promifing  to  forward  his 
remittances,  i,  523.  approves  of  the  affair  of  the  Swedifti 
fttbiidi^s  being  fo  near  fet^ed,  ii.  189.  excufing  the  fixing  a 
day  for. tranfpprting  forces  to  Flanders,  ibid,  the  French  king 
fu^wrnits  the  differences,  touching  Conde,  ^c.  to  the  deternii* 
nation  oCEoglaad  and  Swedeo,  190.   . 
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Brielf  the  firft  town  la  the  Netherlands  that  revolted  from 
the  Spaniards,  i.  86, 88. 

Britain,  and  Ireland,  wherein  the  ftrength  of  them  conlifts, 
11.  2o6.  compared  to  that  of  France,  ilud,  the  danger  of  a 
union  of  France  and  Holland  to  Britain,  907.  the  intereft  of 
Britain  compared  with  that  of  the  other  ftates  of  Europe,  ibid. 
its  intereft  confidered  in  three  different  views,  227,  228.  whe- 
ther able  to  maintain  a  war,  in  conjunction  withFrance,  againfl 
Spain  and  Holland,  229.  things  neceflary  to  be  confidered 
previous  to  engaging  in  a  war,  230.  Britain's  greateft  lofs  to 
trade  by  a  war  with  Spain,  230,  231.  what  neceflary  to  juf- 
tify  a  war  with  Spain,  233,  234.  its  extent  and  ancient  name^ 
]ii.  70.  when  called  Britain,  ibid,  the  moft  probable  origin  of 
•  that  name,  71.  the  Britains  little  known  before  the  entrance 
of  the  Romans,  72.  their  ftate  and  manners  before  that  time. 
Hid.  chief  commodities,  73.  langnage,  cuftoms,  and  reli- 
gion, the  lame  with  thofe  of  the  Gauls,  ibid,  as  was  their  go- 
vernment, ibid,  women  fometimes  admitted  to  their  prindpa* 
lities  and  general  commands,  74.  their  forces,  arms,  and  great 
character,  ibid,  were  governed  by  the  Druids  in  their  religioa 
and  laws^  ibid,  a  peculiar  cuftom  q(  their  wives,  75.  the  firft 
invafion  of  it  by  the  Romans,  76.  are  forced  to  fabmit  to  fo- 
feign  conquefts  by  the  dlvifions  at  home,  77.  a  fecond  in- 
vafion,  83.  are  vanquiihed,  after  a  long  and  brave  defence, 
33,  84.  become  a  Roman  province,  ihid.  make  a  g^eral  in- 
farreftion  under  Voadicea,  84.  are  again  defeated,  and  Io(e 
their  liberties  and  hopes,  ibid  when,  and  by  whom,  Brd  dif- 
covercd  to  be  an  Ifiand,  ibid,  walls  built  in  it  by  the  Romans, 
85.  call  in  the  Saxons  to  afiift  them  againft  the  Scots  and  FiAs, 

88.  allow  them  to  fettle,  and  are  afterwards  invaded  by  them, 

89.  Chriftianity,  when  and  by  whom  brought  intoBrituji^ 
ibid,  the  fouth  part  of  it  conquered  by  the  &ixons,  91.  co* 
lonies  of  the  Britons  fettle  in  the  north- weft  parts  of  France* 
92.  others  are  driven  into  Wales  and  Cornwall,  ibid,  the  reft 
are  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  fervitude  by  the  Saxons,  93.  See  Eng' 
land,  Scotland.  The  Britons  longer-lived  than  any  other  na- 
tion in  Europe,  275 — 278.  feveral  inftances  of  this,  ibid,  li* 
berty  may  have  an  influence  upon  this,  279.  the  high  and  baf^ 
fen  places  more  healthy  than  the  low  and!  fertile,  ibid. 

Broom,  recommended  as  a  fpecific  remedy  in  medicmc,  lii. 
296. 

Buchanan,  has  carried  the  Latin  tongue  to  the  greateft  height 
of  anyof  themoderQS,  iii,  453. 
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Buckingham,  duke  of,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  ta 
|)im,  compliments  with  profeffions  of  the  greateft  regard,  ii. 
24.  congratulation  of  his  grace's  arrival  at  Paris,  150.  cx- 
pedlations  from  the  fuccefs  o  his  negociations,  iBid.  throws 
the  odium  of  the  war  upon  my  lord  Arlington,  247.  his  re- 
gard as  a  member  of  the  cabal,  25 1. 

BurgomaJierSf  of  Amfterdam,  by  whom  appointed,  i.  1 17. 
the  nature  of  their  office,  z^/^.  great  truft,  ibid,  falary,  118. 

Burning,  ufed,  in  many  cafes,  as  a  remedy,  iii.  24?,  289. 

Burroughs^  the  rights  of,  fmni  whence,  iii.  367. 

Bujinefsy  why  preferable  to  fportspr  pleafurcs,  iii.  J95,  196. 


Cabal,  the  origin  of  that  word,  ii.  251.  rewards  beftowed 
on  the  members  of  it,  ibid. 

Gafar,  Julius,  the  firft  general  that  entered  BrHain  with  fq- 
reign  arms,  iii.  76.  rather  increafed  the  glory,  than  the  domi- 
nions, of  Rome,  ibid,  gives  the  bed  account  of  this  enter- 
prize  and  ifland  then  known,  jj.  his  great  and  extraordinary 
charafter,  204,  312.  his  greatcft  blemiQi,  how  excufed,  ihid* 
265.  the  remarkable  power  of  Cicero's  eloquence  on  him, 

399- 

Calanus,  an  Indian  brachman,  accompanies  Alexander,  iii. 
439.  fliews  a  remarkable  contempt  of  death,  by  publickly 
burning  himfelf,  ibid, 

Caledonia,  that  name,  whence  derived,  iii.  71.  what  part 
of  Britain  fo  called  by  the  Romans,  85. 

Calvini/m,  the  eftablifhed  principle  in  Holland,  i.  179.  the 
great  enmity  of  the  Calviniilsagainft  theArminians,  180. 
"  Cambalu,  the  ancient  name  of  Peking  in  Chin^,  iii.  318. 

Cambray,  blocked  up  by  the  French,  ii.  397.  is  taki^n  by 
them,  ibid 

Camp-fight,  an  ^ncicnt  Saxon  method  of,  trial,  aboliflied 
by  William  the  Conqueror,  iii.  167. 

Canony  prefidcnt,  arrives  at  Nimeguen  as  envoy  from  the 
duke  of  Lorrain,  ii,  204.  delivers  his  mafler's  prctenfions  to 
the  mediators,  ibid.     See  Lorrain. 

Canterbury,  the  primacy  of  that  fee,  when  eftabliflied,  iii. 
187. 

Canute,  his  fuccefs  againft  Edmund,  iii,  100.  is  acknow- 
ledged king  of  England,  ibid^  his  fierce  and  cruel  charafter, 
ilid. 

Captains,  of  men  of  war,  in  Holland,  tfadr  poorer,  i.  133- 
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Car^arus,  heads  the  Britons  agaiofl  the  Rbmani^  iil;  ^5. 
after  a  long  and  brave  ^defence  is  vanquifhed,  and  carried  pri- 
ibner  to  Rome,  83,  84. 

CarleoHy  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Wel(h  bifliops,  iii.  96.  i. 
great  .ciamber  of  the  Briti(h  monks  flaughtered  there  by  the 
Saxon  chriftians,  ibid. 

Carlingfordy  my  lord,  letter  of  Sir  William  Temple  to  him  ; 
an  account  of  the  bad  fituation  of  the  biOiop  of  Munfter,  and 
the  Englifli  declaration  of  war  againft  France,  i.  249. 

jOarteSy  looked  on  his  new  fcheme  of  philofophy  as  a  ro- 
mance, ill.  472, 

Caryy  dame  Jugujlina,  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
her,  apologizing  for  not  being  able  to  do  her  a  piece  of  fer- 
vice,  with  a  coodolance  on  the  death  of  her  brother,  i.  346. 

Cary^  Mr.  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him,  order- 
ing the  delivery  of  fome  tin,  ii.  78. 

Cafaubond^  his  treatife  onenthufiafm  commended,  iii.  397. 

CaJfiUvanuSy  the  chief  that  commanded  the  Britons  againA 
the  Romans,  iii.  77.  is  forced  to  fubmit  to  them,  by  thedi^ 
vifion  and  defertion  of  his  troops,  ibid. 

Cajlel  Rodrigo,  the  marquis  of,  letters  from  Sir  William 
Temple  to  him,  entreating  the  fpeedy  remittance  of  money  for 
the  biftiop  of  Munfler,  with  fome  account  of  his  proceedings; 
i.242.  defiring  him  to  order  his  minifter  to  fign  the  project  of 
the  treaty  at  Aix,  436,  433.  an  apology  for  his  earneftnefs  id 
promoting  the  figuing  of  the  treaty,  447.  defiring  his  aflift* 
ance  in  recovering  a  debt  due  from  the  crown  of  Spain  to  a 
meflenger  from  the  prince  of  Orange,  ii.  103. 

Caftile^  the  conftable  of,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him,  congratulating  his  being  appointed  governor  of  Flanders. 
The  neceffity  of  an  abfolute  power  to  treat  with  the  allies^ 
ii.  25.  folicitiog  the  payment  of  the  Spanifh  fubfidy  to  the 
Spahifh  minifter,  67.  on  the  fame  fubjcft,  with  the  ill  con-i 
fequences  of  a  longer  delay,  74.  concert  of  the  particular 
forces  drawn  up  by  the  three  confederates,  and  pre/ling  the 
figning  the  projeft,  93.  letter  from  the  conftable  of  Caftilc  to 
Sir  William,  informing  him  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
his  mafter,  was  to  order  him  to  conclude  the  treaty,  which 
he  depends  on  his  fpeedy  compliance  with,  ii.  193. 

Cafaya,  the  ancient  name  of  China,  whence,  iii.  317,  See 
CJnna, 

Cavendyhy  my  lord,  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  tohim, 
congratpjuting  his  efcape  from  a  violent  attempt  af^inft  him  at 
Paris,  li.  43,  Cbam^ 
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jUiim^^  of  acdtamcsy  ia  Holland,  defcdbed,  i.  124.  a^- 
tcfttnt  of  its  feveral  officers^  132. 

Ckamierlain,  nfy  lord,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him,  cobipUments,  acknowkdginjg  the  honour  done'*&im  by 
&e  king  iQ  making  Mm  a  confident  in  the  prince  of  Orange's 
affairs,  iy.  46,  47.  has  obferved  punftually  all  his  lordflxip's 
direftions  as  to  the  prinde ;  hints  as  to  proper  methods  to  be 
taken  with  him,  47.  difpofitiOns  of  Spain  and  the  Emperor 
as  to  the  peace,  47,  48.  an  engagement  near  Strafburg;  vic^ 
tory  uncertain,  49.  an  account  of  his  reception  by  the  prince 
of  Orange,  61.  the  prince's  difpolitions  to  continue  the  var^ 
and  notions  of  the  different  parties,  6t.  his  ftrong  attach- 
mdit  to  predeftination^  z^iV.  federal  circumAances  tending  to 
a  jJcace,  62,  63.  advice  c6ncerning  the  king's  conduft  in  it, 
63.  the  prince  defires  to  know  the  king's  fcheme  for  a  peace, 
8 1 .  promifes  to  fend  him  the  fcheme  of  the  States  of  it,  8 1 ,  82. 
the  Swede^  oppofe  it,  82.  the  Dutch  determined  to  make  no 
conceflions  as  to  India,  iHd.  the  prince  endeavours  to  con* 
tinue  the  war,  and  bring  the  French  to  a  battle,  105.  the 
terms  and  confequcnces  of  the  taking  of  Treves,  106.  Sir 
William's  difpofition  and  refolutions,  107. 

Chancery,  court,  inftituted  by  William  the  Conqueror,  in* 
135.  the  uie  ahdoefign  of  it,  ibid, 

Charleroy,  a  fruitleft  attempt,  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  to 
furprize  it,  ii.  416. 

Chajimer,  the  beft  fituation  in  the  eaft  for  the  produffiofl 
of  fruits,  iii.  209. 

Chcmi/lry,  how  far  ufeful  to  mankind.  Hi.  489.  in  what 
fenfe  fome  parts  of  it  may  be  called  a  liberal  fcrence,  ibid. 
.  Cherries^  by  whom,  and  from  whence,  firft  brought  into 
Italy,  Britain,  tfc  iii.  211.  are  proper  to  be  eaten  before 
neak,  237.  are  the  mott  inndcent  food,  and  the  beft  phy* 
Jick,  ibid. 

Chefs,  game  of,  whence  derived,  iii.  '443. 

Chifiefe,  their  ancient  government  the  wifeft  and  beft  that 
ever  was,  iii.  41.  thdr  notions  of  gardens,  buildings,  &c. 
quite'difierent  from  ours,  228.  their  phyflcians  admirable  in 
knowing  the  pulfe,  289.  they  never  let  blood,  291.  how 
bounded,  316.  their  high  opinion  of  their  fuperlor  wifdom, 
317.  why  fo  long  unknown,  and  by  whom  firft  difcovered, 
ibid,  fome  of  their  revolutions,  317,  318.  are  conquered  by 
the  Tartars,  318.  extent,  ibid,  great  populoufnefs  and  riches, 
whence,  3 19.  their  numerous  kingdoms,  cities,  and  villages, 
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lit.  jtp.  many  improvements^  and  vaft  trade,  Hid.  their  fsH 
mous  wall,  320.  imperial  city,  ibid,  exteofive  and  magni- 
ficent |>alace,  320,  321.  learning,  iUd.  learned  perfonsonly 
employed  in  the  government,  ibid,  difierent  from  that  of  Eu- 
rope, 321 — 325.  phyfick,  325*  what  learning  neceflary,  and 
how  Acquired  among  th€m,i^i5.  their  manner  of  wridng,  326^ 
degrees  of  promotion  of  their  learned  men,  327.  magiftracy 
and  government,  327—330.  publick  regifters  and  poetry,  330. 
t>oIicy,  ibid,  diftinftions  of  difierent  forts  of  people,  331.  of' 
fices,  how  bellowed  and  executed,  ibid,  rewards  and  puniftt- 
ments,  ibid,  encouragers  of  agriculture,  ibid,  regard  to  vir- 
tue and  learning,  332.  conftitution  the  moft  excellent,  333* 
by  what  means  fubducd  by  the  Tartars,  ibid^  are  governed 
chiefly  by  the  learned  Chinefe,  iho'  under  a  Tartar  prince, 
334.  refpeft  paid  to  their  couftitution,  ibid,  their  religion^ 
334,  3  3  J.  manner  of  preferving  the  memorable  events  of  e&ch 
teigxif  ibid,  their  records  the  oldefi  extant,  441.  the  favage 
ambition  of  one  of  their  kings,  ibid,  the  opinions  of  their  an- 
dent  and  modern  (tQs,  441,  442.  wherein  their  knowlege 
different  from  that  of  the  Greeks,  442. 

ChriJHanity,  when,  and  by  whom,  firft  eftabliftied  in  Bri- 
tain, lit.  89.  by  whom  chiefly  encouraged  there,  ibid,  wa$> 
aboUihed  by  the  Saxons,  95.  when  and  how  reAored,  96.  at 
its  lirft  appearance  made  no  pretences  to  learning,  494.  its 
main  fcope,  ibid,  who  the  firft  that  ufed  learning  in  its  defence, 
ibid,  the  learning  of  the  primitive  chriftians,  wherein  it  con- 
iifted,  495*  the  ufe  of  polemical  learning,  ibid. 

Cities^  why  generally  ruled  by  popular  governments,  i.  32* 
the  origin  of  them,  48.  their  greatnefs  and  riches,  whence^ 
ibid,  free  cities,  what,  ibid,  wherein  the  fovereignty  of  thofe 
of  the  United  Provinces  conMs,  115.  why  great  ones  are 
more  fnbje£t  to  plagues,  iii.  281. 

Citrons,  whence  firft  brought  into  Italy,  iii.  2 1 1.  fome  ac* 
count  of  the  citron  and  citron  tree,  2 1 5. 

Clartndaa,  lord  chancellor,  Sir  William  Temple's  letters  to 
him  on  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Spain  and  Portugal,  j.  227* 
letters  from  my  lord  to  Sir  William  ;  gives  him  advice  con^ 
cerniog  his  conduA  in  treating  with  the  French  and  Dutch, 
467.  congratulating  a  viAory  at  fea,  and  recommending  Og* 
Biate  to  his  friendftiip,  475. 

Claudius,  heads  the  fecoad  expedition  of  the  Romans  inta 
Britaifii  iii.  83. 
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..  aemericy\  and  cruelty,  their  different  caufes  and  efied$^ 

Clergy^  the  origin  of  their  power  in  the  ftate,  i.  6%  70.  iScAt 
order  never  made  any  part  of  the  ftates  of  Holland,  176.  how 
provided  for  in  Holland,  179.  their  attachment  to  the  houfe 
of  Orange,  1 80.  their  great  authority  in  England  at  t^e  id* 
Tafion  of  William  the  Conqueror,  iii.  119,  izo.  tl^eir  reafoQs 
for  peaceably  fubmitting  to  him^  ibid,  are  the  chief  Inftro^ 
inents  in  all  revolutions  of  flate,  121.  became  difgofted  for 
having  a  number  of  poor  Normans  lodged  with  them,  125^ 
126.  this  the  caufe  of  their  mifreprefcntiog  hjm,  ibid.  136. 
their  jurifdiftion  in  civil' cafes  aboliftied,  166.  two  general 
aflemblies  of  them  in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror; 
186,  187.  thefubjeftof  their  debate?,  ibid.  , 

Clrue^  a  treaty  concluded  there  between  the  French^  Dutch,  . 
and  blfliop  of  Munfter,  i.  268. 

Clijford,  lord,  one  of  the  members  of  the  cabal,  and  bis 
Jreward  for  it,  it.  251.  foretelsano/herwar  withHdland,  341. 
Climates^  diffefenr,  according  to  their  fituation,  iii.  2i6> 
217.  which  beft  for  gardens,  ibid. 

Colbert^  Monfieur,  one  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  at 
the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  ii.  343.  his  particular  confidence  in 
Sir  William  Temple,  343,  344.  Sir  William's  letters  to  hira 
and  Monfieur  d'Avaux,  concerning  the  paflports  for  the  plent* 
potentiaries  to  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  iv.  160,  236. 

Cologne^  clt&oT  of,  his  character  and  importance  in  the  em- 
pire, i.  210. 

Columbus,  fome  account  of  his  firft  difcovery  of  Ameriot; 
liu  336. 

Comines,  Philip  de,  his  charafter  as  a  writer,  iii.  489, 
Cammontvealths,  their  origin,  i.  49. 
Co9jdc',  prince  of,  commands  the  French  in  an  obftinate  eti* 
gagement  with  the  confederates,  ii.  272.  his  charafler,  and 
the  charaftcr  of  his  troops,  272,  273.  is  guilty  of  a  falfe  ftep> 
274.  his  charafter  of  the  prince  of  Orange*  275.  his  bravery 
on  that  occafion,  ibid,  his  caution  iu  avoiding  another  en- 
gagement, 276.  his  military  character,  wherein  preferable  td 
that  of  nuirihal  Turenrie,  283.  is  declared  general  during  the 
next  campaign,  304.  fucceeds  marfhal  Turenne  in  the  com- 
mand at  Alface,  314. 
Conde^  the  town  of>  taken  by  the  French  in  a  few  days^  ii; 
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ConfuchUf  a  perfon  of  great  learning,  and  held  in  great 
ifttein  among  the  Chlnefe,  feme  account  of  him,  iii.  322. 
the  fum  and  dcfign  of  his  life  and  writings,  323,  324. 

Conquefts^  enauiry  into  the  caufes  and  efTeAs  of  them,  iii. 
386.  their  courfc  generally  from  north  to  fouth,  ibid,  focdc 
of  the  moft  noted  of  them,  387.  have  been  ufually  by  the  fmaller 
over  the  greater  numbers,  387,  388.  fearleflhcfs  of  mind  ne- 
cefftry  to  conqueft^  389,  390.  ingredients,  neceflary  to  com- 
pofe  a  conquering  siritiy,  ib.  391.  the  foot  more  ufeful  than 
the  horfe,  U>.  392.  fome  exceptions  accounted  for,  ibid,  a 
remarkable  idftance  of  the  ftrength  of  foot,  392,  393.  con- 
quefts  hold  but  the  fecond  rank  in  heroic  virtue,  393.  who 
the  greateft  conquerors  upon  record,  445.  con^ueft  fhares  the 
fame  fate  as  learning,  ibid. 

ConftantiuSi  father  of  Conftantine  the  Great,  ^as  long  go- 
vernor of  the  lloman  province  in  Britain^  i.  89.  a  great  pro- 
moterof  chriftianity  there,  ibid 

Qntverjiaiotif  heads  defigned  for  an  eflay  on  it,  iii.  524-— 

Cook,  a  reniarkable  dedfion  againft  one  of  that  trade,  iii. 
2BS. 

Copac  Mango,  the  fabulous  founder  of  the  kingdom  of 
Peru,  hishiftbry,  iii.  338,  339.  his  wife  policy  and  inftitu- 
tions,  339,  340,  341.  the  happy  efleAs  of  them,  341,  342. 
his  lafl  charge  at  his  death,  345,  346. 

Corfew,  ot  Couvre-few,  BeH,  on  what  occafionappointed, 
iii.  1 68. 

Covctitfy,  my  lord,  ambaflador,  letter  from  Sir  William 
Temple  to  him^  informing  him  of  the  concluCon  of  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  i.  289^  of  the  pofture  of  defence  of  the  Low 
Countries  againft  France,  290 ;  letter  from  him  to  Sir  Wil/- 
liam,  giving  notice  of  the  figning  the  treaties  at  Breda,  with 
the  fubftance  of  them,  481.  thanking  him  for  a  prefent  of  a 
back,  4 S3,  account  of  his  plea&nt  Situation  at  Breda,  ibid. 

Coventry,  Sir  William,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him ;  an  acknowledgment  of  favours  received  from  him,  i.  244. 
letter  from  blm  to  Sir  William ;  account  of  fome  tranfaflions 
atfea,  i.  477.  account  of  the  receipt  of  a  bill ;  fome  hints  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  479.  his  influence  in  the  houfe  of  com* 
mons,  ii.  477.  is  dif&tisficd  with  the  miniftry,  ibid,  letters 
from  Sir  William  to  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry  ;  a  converfation 
with  pehfioner  Fagel  concerning  the  king's  difpofition  to  pro- 
mote the  peace^  and  inclination  to  favoar  the  Dutch,  iv.  29. 
Yot.  ly.  Ii  Fagei's 
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Fagel's  account  of  the  fimation  of  the  Dutch,  t^ith  refpeft  to 
f be  war  with  France ;  connexions  with  their  allies,  and  con- 
fidence in  his  majefty'3  goo4  offices  to  them,  iv.  30,  31.  his 
.  good  reception  by  the  pepfioncr  and  prcfideni  of  the  week, 
and  the  inclination  of  the  Dutch  to  promote  the  peace,  32. 
the  penfioner's  influence  and  partiality  in  favour  of  England, 
33.  is  informed  by  him  of  the  difpofuion  of  the  allies  to  ac- 
cept of  his  majefty's  mediation,  39.  conference  with  him  on  the 
terms  of  a  peacp,  39,  40.  the  Dutch  rcfolved  to  continue  the 
campaign,  41.  and  to  guard  againft  the  dcHgns  of  France, 
42.  complaints  of  the  £ng1i(h  merchants  in  Holland,  that 
their  fhips  were  taken  by  French  and  Spanifh  privateers,  43. 
fufpicion  that  frapce  would  not  yield  to  terms  propofed,  172. 
uncertain  report  of  a  viftory  gained  by  the  Dutch  over  the 
French  fleet,  173.  fufpicions  of  a  fcparate  peace  between  the 
French  and  Dutch,  aSi,  282.  what  conducSl  proper  for  Eng- 
land on  fuch  bccafion,  282. 

Councilf  of  Sisitc,  in  Holland,  how  compofed,  i.  129,  130. 
their  chief  bufinefs,  130,  131. 

Counfellon,  comijaiilioned  in  Holland,  their  office,  L  123, 

Countries^  thjply  inhabited,  why  difpofe^^  to  fubmit  to  arbi- 
trary government,  i.  53.  the  fcrvice  of,  often  a  difguife  for 
felfifli*  views,  iii.  197. 

Courage^  its  great  advantage  over  fear  in  an  engagciyient, 
ir  116.  whence  and  how  acquired^  166.  diflTerent  in  difl^reni: 
countries,  176, 

Credit,  of  a  Aate,  oqce  broken,  feldona  recovers,  ii.  232. 
inftances  of  this  in  England,  ibid. 

Creqtti,  marlhal  de,  has  the  conimand  of  the  French  artny, 
and  goes  to  relieve  Triers,  ii.  314.  is  defeated  by  the  confe- 
derates, and  efcapes  into  it,  ibtd.  after  an  obftinate  refiftance 
is,  with  the' pthgr  officers,  delivered  up  pirifoners  by  the  mu; 
ifnous  garrifon,  ji  1 5- * ' 

Critidks^  a  charaflf  r  of  them,  iil.  490,  491.  learning  at  its 
dawn  much  indebted  to  them,  491.  modern  critics  feverely 
cenfured,  491,  492/ 

'  Cro/sy  mdnfieur  de^  fent^  with  a  remarkable  meflage  to  Sir 
WilUana  Temple  in  Holland  from  the  Englifli  court,  ii.  445. 
this  affair  unaccoutitably  brought  about,  nnd  of  great  confe- 
quence,  446*.  the  king's  faying  of  him,  ibid. 

Crown  /Revenues,  fome  account  of  them  in  William  the 
Conqueror's  lime,  iiL  I36»     '  * 

^  '    '.  Cupcrly, 
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Cuperfy,  an  oMTurkifli  \izier,  his  remarkable  tyranny  and 
fcverity,  iii.  380. 

Cyrus,  the  founder  of  the  Perfian  empire,  a  true  charaftcr 
of  heroic  virtue,  ill.  311.  why  not  piorecuted  with  divine 
honours^  ibid, 

D. 

Danby,  lord,  by  what  means  he  incurs  the  envy  and  hatred 
of  lord  Arlington,  ii.  288.  is  deceived  in  the  account  of  the 
reafon  of  Arlington's  voyage  to  Holland,  290.  the  ill  cfFefts 
of  a  quarrel  between  them,  310.  a  great  change  in  his  in- 
fluence at  court,  477,  478.  his  ruin  begun  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  492. 

Danegelt,  a  tax  fo  called,  very  difagreeable  to  the  people, 
iii   159*    . 

Danes^  various  accounts  of  their  invafion  of  Britain  in  the 
time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  i.  150,  151.  reflefl ions  on 
the  change  of  their  form  of  government,  ii.  213,  214.  their 
inicreft  and  connexions  with  feveral  ftates  of  Europe,  214, 
2 1 5.  fend  an  ambaflador  to  the  Hague  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
againft  France  and  Sweden,  302;  aie  at  open  war  with  Swe* 
den,  and  take  Wifmar  from  them,  318.  their  fuccefs  againfl 
them,  360.  violetyly  oppofc  the  peace,  362.  their  high 
pretenfions  of  precedency  at  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  368. 
the  Danifii  ambaffador  infifts  that  the  Latin,  and  not  the 
French,  tongue,  fhall  be  ufed  in  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  39c/ 
391.  his  diipntes  with  the  Swedes  dUlurb  the  congrel's  oC 
Nimeguen,  417,  418.  are  diFpleafed  at  the  Dutch  for  mak- 
ing a  feparate  treaty  with  the  French,  460.  their  firft  inva- 
fion of  England,  iii.  98.  make  great  devaAations  and  plunder 
there,  ibid,  various  encounters  and  battles  between  them  and 
the  Engli(h,  ibid,  build  many  caftles  and  ftrong  places,  ibid, 
xhAt  various  fuccefs,  98,  99.  mingle  with  the  inhabitants,. 
2nd  fettle  in  the  country,  ibid,  their  whole  nation  maflhcred 
in  one  day,  ibid,  are  difconcerted  in  another  attempt  to  in- 
vade England,  175. 

Deerbig,  Sir  Edward,  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him,  aflfaring  him  of  his  refolution  to  ferve  the  company  of 
merchant  adventurers,  iv.  140.  an  obftacle  to  it  in  the  conftii* 
tutioQ  of  the  Dutch  government,  141.  congratulates  his  be* 
iag  appointed  a  commiifioner  of  the  cuftom$,  ibid, 

Democritusy  his  life  remarkably  prcferved  for  feverajdays, 
iii.  287.  whence  he  derived  his  philofophy,  442.  w.as  founder 
of  the  Epicurean  feft,  479.  his  great  charafter,  ibid. 

I  i  2  Denhamp 
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Denham,  Sir  Jfobn,  fomie  accot^nt  of  his  madoefs,  i.  484. 

Ddnmark*     See  Danes. 

Deputies,  from  the  provinces  and  towns  of  Holland,  fome 
iccount  of  them^  i.  I2X,  123. 

DefirtonJf  countefs  of,  her  remarkable  old  age,  iii.  275. 

Digues,  in  Holland,  the  vaft  labour  and  expence  of  them^ 
|.  152. 

Di/contentSf  Popular,  their  feveral  fpring$,  iii.  34 — 46, 
rQle$  to  prevent  ihem^  469  47.  the  great  mifchiefs  done  by 
them  in  England,  48. 

Di/ea/es,  feveral,  both  of  them  and  remedies,  h^ve  changed 
vogue,  iii.  289,  290.     See  Healthy  Phyjicians. 

Divinity^  not  juftly  termed  a  human  fcience^  iii.  492.  hu- 
man learning  has  very  little  to  do  with  trne  divinity,  492, 493, 
doftrines  of  it  taught  in  the  fcrijpturcs,  ibid. 

Dtmefday  Book,  an  account  of  it,  and  whence  named,  iii, 
tjo. 

pouglafs,  captain^  his  brave  anji  refolute  death,  i.  303. 

Dramatick  Poetry,,  what  it§  proper  fuly^,  iii.  410.  an4 
true  dcfign,  ibid,  wherein  corpecfy  differs  frpm.  tragedy,  411, 
Jnglifli  writers  excel  the  modcrps  in  dramatick  works,  424. 

Druids^  were  the  authors  of  the  rf  licion  and  laws  of  the 
ancient  Bri tons  nod  Gauls,  iii.  ^4.  their  learning  and  doc- 
trines of  religion,  ibid,  the  fimplKitJ  ox  thelc  lives,  ibid,  their- 
great  authority,  75. 

D«^//f«^,  how  introduci;d, iii- 36o»  is  checked  by  thcFrcnch 
king,  361. 

Dunkirk,  when  purchafed  by  the  French,  ii.  546* 

DuraSf  lord,  fcnt  from  thic  court  of  Englanid*  to  that  of 
prance  whh  a  fch^me  of  a  peace,  ii-  425.  returns  without  a 
ppfitivc  anfwer,  ibid. 

Duiff>,  profit  morje  in  trade  by  a  war  than  Britain,  ii.  23  s* 
why  r^ady  to  contribute  to  fupport  it,  ibid,  war  with  Eng- 
land, feveral  caufes  ailigned  for  it,  245.  employ  of  theSpanifti 
ambaffador  at  London  to  conduct  a  peace  with  England,  250. 
their  fqrpri^e  at  the  Englifh  declaration  of  war,  255.  their 
weak  and  diflra6):ed  Hate  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with 
pngland  i^nd  France,  ^55,  256,  are  invaded  by  the  French^ 
ibid,  by  what  means  relieved,  261.  peace  with  England  con- 
cluded, ibid,  n  character  of  th^ir  troops  when  the  prince  <^ 
(Draijg^  took  the  command  of  thfm,  273.  are  earneftly  de- 
^pps  of  a  peace  at  the  treaty  of  Niniegven,  373.  their  de- 
p^^%  ffoip  the  French  at  llic  treaty  pf  Nimeguen;  393,  m-jp 
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fplrit.cd,  by  lie  prince  of  Orange,  to  attempt  another  cam* 
paigtt,  ii;  y)%.  are  defeated  by  the  French  at  Mont  Caffel, 
399-  thiir  ambsfffadbrs  prefent  to  th^  ifiediaiors  at  Nimcj^ucti 
s  pfojeft  of  a  treaty  of  piace  with  France,  465.  are  bcrtt  otr 
sr  ^ace  with  France,  433.  fei^d  to  get  the  Englifti  to  concur 
v^ttb  then,  ibid,  artict^^  at  length  ifft€i,  on  between  HoI« 
land  and  France,  437,  438.  are  blamed,  by  their  allies,  fof 
entering  into  the  treat}',  439.  reftife  to  concftfde  the  treaty  oft 
the  terms  propofed  by  the  French,  440.  fend  to  compkih  of 
it  to  the  court  6f  England,  ibid,  the  Frei^ch  and  they  agree 
dD  articles  which  theEngnih  mediators  refufe  to  be  concerned 
10,448.  fereral  of  theckputies  of  the  States  diflatisfied  with 
it,  450.  cxcufea  made  for  it,  451,  remarkable  ftory  of  the 
cleanlinefs  of  the  Dutch,  458,  459.  are  blamed  by  thcmi- 
nifters  of  Denmark  and  Brandenbnrgh  for  agreeing  to  the 
peace,  460.  the  States  hefitate  about  ratifying  the  treaty,  4:60, 
461.  are  diflatisfied  with  Mr.VanBcveming,  463,464.  per« 
form  the  part  of  mediators  between  France  and  Spain,  4(57. 
forbid,  under  the  greateft  penaliics,  any  attempts  of  making 
ivew  difcoreries  on  the  {buth  continent,  iii.  457, 458. 

E. 

Eqfiem  regions,  the  great  refervoir  of  knowledge  and  ftory, 
ill.  434.  feveral  branches  of  learning  that  have  fprung  from 
thence,  434,  435- 

Eqfi  India  trade  of  Holland,  fome  account  of  it,  i.  201, 
202. 

Egbert,  the  firft  Saxon  king  who  ercfted  England  into  one 
kingdom,  iii.  94,  97.  is  invaded  by  the  Danes  and  Nor- 
mans, 97.  * 

Edgar,  king,  his  great  charafter,  iii.  99.  his'  great  care  of 
his  naval  force,  ibid,  all  traders  glad  to  come  under  his  pro* 
teAion,  ibid. 

Edgar  Jthelingphh  claim  to  the  crown  of  England,  iii.  127. 
his  difpofitions  and  charafter,  128,  143.  accompanies  Wil- 
liam the  Conqtieror  in  his  firft  expedition  into  Normandy, 
ibid,  propofcs  a  journey  into  Hungary,  but  is  driven  on  the 
coaft  of  Scotland,  144,  145.  is  well  received  by  the  Scots 
king  and  nobles,  145.  his  fitter  married  to  the  king  of  Scot- 
land, ibid,  many  of  the  nobles  and  clergy  of  England  repair 
10  him,  145,  146.  encouraged  by  thefe  and  a  powerful  army 
of  ScotSj  he  refotves  to  attempt  the  crown  of  England,  146. 
cong[uers  aa  far  as  York,  which  be  cakes  by  ftorm,  147.  \s 
'         Ii  3  4if- 
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difappointed  of  fuccoars,  and  defeated  in  a  fecood  engngementy 
iii.  148.  is  forced  to  retire  into  Scotland,  149.  reafons  of  his 
ill  fuccefs,  151,  152.  is  included  in  a  treaty  between  the  kings 
of  England  and  Scotland,  157.  returns  to  England,  and  is 
favourably  received,  ibid,  is  fitted  out  for  an  expedition  to  the 
I)o]y  war,  158.  after  gaining  much  honour,  he  returns,  and 
lives  private  in  England,  ibid, 

Edward  the  Confeffor^  his  peaceable  and  eafy  acceffion  to 
the  crown  of  England,  iii.  100,  101  •  his  long  and  profpcr* 
ous  reign,  10 1.  miftakes  in  his  policy,  ibid,  being  forced  to 
leave  England,  he  lives  long  in  Normandy,  109.  is  reftored 
by  the  power  of  earl  Godwin,  ibid*  his  eogagements  to  him, 
ibid,  is  faid  to  have  renewed  the  fame  to  bis  fon>  1  lo.  his 
death,  ibid* 

Egmont,  count,  joins  in  oppofmg  the  violent  meafures  of 
Granvell,  i.  78.  leaves  the  councils  of  the  confederate  lords,  - 
9i.  is  publickiy  executed  at  Bruflels,  84. 

Egypt.     See  ^gy^t. 

Elder^  its  virtues  as  a  medicine,  iii.  296. 

Efegyy  what  the  proper  fubjcft  of  that  kind  of  poetry,  iii, 
410: 

E/izabetfj,  queen,  refufes  the  dominion  of  Holland,  when 
ofic^red  her,  i.  95.  10 1.  fupplies  it  largely  wich  men  and 
money,  101.  continues  her  favour  and  protection  to  them 
during  her  reign,  io2.  her  memory  held  in  veneration  bf 
them,  ibid. 

Eloquence,  its  extraordinary  power,  iii.  399. 

Empedoclesy  his  hiftory  and  excellent  character,  iii.  478. 

Emperor y  remarks  on  his  conduft,  as  to  the  ceremonial  of 
the  treaty  of  Nimegiien,  ii.  367,  368.  is  diflatisfied  with  the 
terms  of  peace  propofed  by  France,  368.  his  demands  from 
France  at  that  treaty,  393.  lofes  a  tine  opportunity  of  con- 
quering the  Turks,  iii.  383. 

Empire,'  the  foreign  and  domeftic  intcrefts  of,  wherein  they 
confiii,  ii.  207.  the  fituation  and  importance  of  its  feveral 
members,  207-^2 1 1.  their  grand  interefU  in  regard  to  Eng* 
land,  211. 

Enchantments^  fairies,  elves,    fefc.  their  origin,  ill  417. 
much^of  them  ilill  remaining,  418. 
.   Enchuyfen,  a  remarkable  hofpital  there  for  feamen,  I.  160, 

Englandy  the  revolution  of,  in  1660,  whence,  i.  55,  56.- 
fiippoJcd  anciendy  to  have  been  joined  to  the  continent,  146.. 
its  many  deep  and  commodious  havens,  whence,   147-  io- 

ftances 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


INDEX: 
flnnces  Df  the  extraordinary  valour  bf  the  EnglUh  deet,  i.  loB^ 
aop.  and  of  the  inflttence  of  the  Engli(h  on  the  af&irs  of 
Chrifteadom,  209,  210;  the  intereft  of  England,  with  regard 
to  the  other  powers  in  Europe,  confidered  in  three  dtficrent 
lights,  ii.  227.  medfures  proper  for  England  in  16735219-—' 
239.  motives  to  a  peace  with  the  Dutch,  246.  propofais 
made  by  them,  249.  articles  of  a  treaty  agreed  on,   250.  tho 
difference  between  the  conftitutions  of  England  and  France^ 
263,  the  bravery  of  the  Englifii  in  the  French  fervice,  283, 
314.  parliament  difpleafed  with  the  propofal  of  a  general 
peace,  309.  is  prorogued  on  account  of  great  animoiities  in 
it,  309, 3  lo.  their  agitations  influence  the  ^airs  abroad,  311. 
heats  in  parliament  occafion  another  prorogation,  321.  at  thp. 
inftance  of  the  Spani(h  minifters  the  parliament  addrefs  the 
king  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  France^  401.  the  par-" 
liament  prorogued  on  a  fecond  addrefs,  401,  402.  propofab 
for  a  peace  fent  from  England  to  France,  425.  the  concluiion 
of  it  is  evaded  by  the  French^  425,  426.  jealoufy  between 
the  king  and  parliament,  426.  a  treaty  propofed  with  the 
Dutch  to  force  the  French  to  a  peace,  Md.  the  parliament 
grant  money  in  hopes  of  a  war,  429.  account  of  the  court 
and  country  party  in  it,  ibid*  raife  a  confidcrable  army  in  a 
ihort  time,  433.  the  war  is  prevented  by  diflenfions  in  par* 
liament,  434.  the  Engliih  difapprove  the  terms  offered  by 
France  and  HoUand,  435.  the  irref:lute  and  inconfiAent  beha- 
viour of  the  Englifli  court,  445,  450^  are  artfully  bubbled  by 
the  policy  of  the  French,  450—454.  the  fluftuating  ftate  of 
the£ngU(h  councils^  454,  455.  dvfire  the  States  to  coutitiue 
the  war,  46 1 4  this,  how  received  by   the  prince  of  Orai^e, 
462.  the  plot  the  fpring  of  thiSi  462*  continue  fending  forces 
to  Flanders,  and  encouraging  the  war,  464,  465.  arebufied 
about  a  fire  breaking  out  at  home,  467.  the  ilory  of  the  plot 
generally  believed^  476.  occafions  great  heats  in  the  nation, 
and  difR>lution  of  the  parliament,  iHd.  hot  difputes  in  a  new 
parliament,  492.  a  fcheme  propofed  of  a  new  council,  493> 
494 «  which    meets  with  general  applaufe,  497.  by  what 
means  difllked  by  the  parliament,  ibid,  ill  humour  of  the 
commons  on  account  of  religion,  497,  499,  501.  the  parita* 
ment  prorogued  on  that  account,  504.  is  diflblved  againft 
the  opinion  of  the  council,  512.  an  alliance  propofed  with 
Spain  and  Denmark  againft  France,   529.  great  heats  in  par* 
liament  about  the  bill  of  exdufion,  532.  the  dlllraAed  ftate 
of  her  affairs  and  councils,  532 — 5.50.  a  declaration  con^*- 
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oftmiag  i  ocMT  privy  council,  i.  553.  coiniiii£So&tts  of  admi- 
ralty appealed,  557*  feveral  expedients  propoTed  on  the  bill 
of  exdufioa,  558.  addrefs  of  the  hoofe  of  comiDons  in  fa- 
voarofit,  5S9.  bis  majefty's  anfwer  to  it,  564.  feveralre- 
ibkitioas  of  tfae  houfe,  m  oonieqiience  of  tbisaii^wcr,  565. 
the  truecaufes  of  the  decay  of  rents  in  Eoglasd,  iii.  23.  thmr 
great  lo«e  to  their  bellies  inftanced  in  the  cafe  of  their  Ibl* 
diers,  ;6.  wherein  the  tme  and  eflential  inlereft  of  Englaad 
confifts,  64.  cannot  be  rained  bnt  by  itfdf,  ibid,  its  naaie^ 
whence  derived,  91.  fee  Britain,  when,  and  by  whoa,  frft 
made  one  kingdom,  94.  a  change  of  government,  people^ 
langnage,  cuftoms,  &c.  introduced  by  the  Saxons,  5^4,  95. 
iovaded  by  the  Danes^  98.  didr  domidon  of  the  fea,  whett 
and  by  whom  eftabliflied,  99.  maflacre  idl  the  Danes  in  one 
day,  ibid,  a  fre(h  invaiion  of  the  Danes,  100.  the  intafion  of 
William  the  Conqueror  projeAed,  iii.  and  execnted^  113. 
they  are  forced  to  fabmit,  after  a  brave  and  obftinate  refinance^ 
116.  iee  William,  an  attempt  to  change  the  Englifii  hn- 
guagp  for  the  Norman,  fruftrated,  163,  164.  the  language  iii^ 
troduced  to  Scodand,  164,  165.  they  gain  the  confidence  of 
William,  178.  occafion  of  a  war  between  England  and  France^ 
182.  remark  on  the  fatal  confequences  of  this,  183.  the  ef- 
fedts  of  the  conqueft  of  William  duke  of  Normandy,  191— - 
194.  lofs  of  many  brave  men,  191.  of  the  Saxon  race  of 
kings,  ibid,  and  the  plainnefs  and  ftmpRdty  of  the  Saxoo 
times,  ibid,  preferved  their  name,  language,  and  forms  of 
government,  192.  gain  great  power  and  dignity  abroad  and 
at  home,  193.  ftrength,  and  numbers  of  peopte,  Md.  ht* 
creafe  of  naval  power,  and  native  right  to  the  domhrion  of  the 
narrow  ieas,  ibid,  learning,  dvility,  and  refinementof  Ian** 
goage  and  manners,  ibid.  Englifii  climate  and  peo|^e  mifre- 
pretented  by  foreigners,  219.  the  advantages  of  the  climate 
of  England,  Ufid.  what  \mg  Charles  &id  of  it^  220.  what 
contributes  much  to  the  beaufy  and  elegatice  of  their  garden^ 
ibid,  conquered  the  French,  fonnerly,  always  with  inferioi 
numbers,  388.  why  they  excel  in  humour,  424,  425.  thdr 
inccnftancy,  whence,  425.  and  abounding  in  fpleen,  426,  s 
greater  variety  of  humours  than  anywhere  elfe,  426,427. 
good  qualities  natural,  and  bad  ones  accidental,  in  England, 
427.  fome  of  the  beft  modern  Eoglifli  writers,  464. 

Epicurus,  his  notions  of  happinefs,  iil.  202,  203.  vindi*^ 
cated  from  many  unjuft  afperfions;  203,  204.  why  hecbofe 
to  psfs  his  life  in  his  gacdcn,  206,  207; 
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'  ipigram$^  AeirfftQk  kipoetry,  iii.  4x0.  ioM  •(  tlie  prui** 
opal  writers  in  that  way,  ibid, 

Erafmus^  one  of  the  firft  reftorers  of  the  pure  and  aodent 
Latin,  iii.  452,  453. 

Eric,  makes  a  fruklels  attempt  agaiaft  W'fliatti  the  Con- 
<)ueror,  iii.  128.  is  pardoned,  and  proves  of  great  uie  to  the 
king,  149. 

Efchevins,  at  Amfterdain,  their  office,  i.  ii8.  howehofea. 
Hid*  their  fovereignty,  ibid* 

Efcuage,  a  tax  in  Williain  the  Conqueror's  time,  the  oatcre 
<tf  it,  Iii.  137. 

EJdras^  {nppofed  by  many  to  be  the  compiler  of  tbe  firft  bif- 
torical  parts  of  the  Old  Teflament,  iii.  408,  409. 

Ejfex^  earl  of.  Sir  William  Temple's  letter  to  him,  inform- 
inghim  of  the  fndden  death  of  madame  of  France,  ii.  i2j^. 
her  icmarkable  reiignation,  !z6.  he  joins  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mootb  in  oppofing  the  court,  477.  is  by  him  and  lord  Sun* 
derland  brought  into  the  treafury,  493.  approves  of  the  plan 
<tf'a  new  council,  495.  and  is  of  the  number,  hid.  is  tak^n 
into  confidence  by  lord  Sunderland  and  Sir  William  Temple, 
499*  their  intimacy,  how  broke  ofi^  518,  519.  leaves  the 
treafury,  and  retires  to  the  country,  520.  is  again  brought 
into  play,  526,  his  conduft,  with  refpeft.  to  the  afiiirs  of  Ire- 
land, Ufid.  his  political  fcbeme  to  be  made  lord  lieutenant  of 
it,  iid.  is  oppoTed  by  Sir  William  Temple^  ftc.  527.  is 
ftruck  out  of  the  council,  540.  reafons  for  thisj  543. 

Effex^  countefs  of,  a  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  her, 
ttpoQ  her  grief  occafioned  by  the  k>fs  ci  her  only  daughter^ 
iii.  502— 513.     ^QtCrirf. 

Bfiradn^  nottfieur,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
htm,  with  the  pafiportd  of  the  confederates'  to  the  French  am^ 
bflifBdors  proc^ing  to  the  congrefs,  iv.  238.  another  with  » 
ptiTport  fer  hiffifelf,  and  congratulating  his-  be»ng  appointedt* 
one  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  239, 240. 

Ethftrtdy  king,  his  treacherous  ma/Acre  of  all  the  IXuks  in 
England,  iii.  99.  how  punifhed  for  this,  iUd. 

EvtJtff,  future,  their  uncertainty,  a  reautrteUe  inftadee  of, 

Exehejtar,  coun  of,  infHtttted  by  WilUam  tfaeGM^iel^, 
fii.  135.  the  defign  and  ufeof  it,  Hld. 

Sxeift,  in  Holland,  fome  account  of  it^  i.  206. 

Exclujhn  bHI,  brought  into  parliament,  ii:  532.  by  whott 
chiefly  promoted^  ibid*  Set  England* 
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Exfiq/bdailonJ,  apt  to  end  well  between  lovers^  but  ill  be* 
tweenfriendsy  ii.  29 1« 

F. 

Fables,  their  great  antiquity.  Hi.  411. 

Fagfl,  moofieury  made  peniioner  of  Holland,  ii.  258.  thm 
good  ei^s  of  this,  258,  259.  his  converfatioa  with  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  about  a  general  peace,  270,  271,  372.  makes 
great  complaints  againil  the  cpndufl  of  Spain,  373.  infifts 
on  a  feparate  peace,  if  a  general  one  cannot  be  fettled,  374, 
375.  isfurprized  at  a  meflage  from  the  court  of  £ngland  to 
Sir  William,  445.  fends  a  memorial  to  the  king  on  the  ill 
confequences  of  his  difagreeing  with  his  parliament,  542.  this 
fufpe^ed  to  come  from  my  lord  Sunderland^  543. 

FaUonbridge^  my  lord.  Sir  William  Temple's  letter  to  him 
intreatmg  to  fee  him  at  the  Hague,  in  his  way  from  Italy ;  in- 
forms him  that  the  treaty  with  Spain,  concerning  the  Indies, 
was  fent  to  be  ratified  at  London,  ii.  151. 

Fa/cination,  mifchiefs  done  by  the  belief  of  it,  iii.  397.  a 
refutation  of  it  much  wanted,  ibid, 

Feudum,  the  meaning  and  origin  of  that  word,  iii.  363* 

Figs,  what  forts  the  bed  in  England,  iii.  22  c. 

Finch,  lord  chancellor,  approves  of  a  plan  of  a  new  couiw 
cil,  ii.  495. 

Fijb,  a  great  number  of  excifes  paid  for  a  dilh  of  fid  in 
Holland,  i.  206. 

F/agy  the  difputes  between  the  Eng1i(h  and  Dutch  about  it 
not  clearly  determined,  ii.  235.  the  honour  of  the  Englifli 
jielded  in  a  treaty  by  the  Dutch,  250. 

Flanders^  a  fored  for  many  years  before  Charlemaign*s  dme, 
i.  65.  ^oreAer  of  Flanders,  his  office,  66.  his  title  changed 
into  that  of  count,  and  the  country  erefled  into  a  county, 
Hid.  its  extent,  ibid,  its  intereft,  with  refpeA  to  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  ii.  226, 

'  Fleets,  )^ovf  raifed  in  Holland,  i.  132.  good  policy  in  the 
powers  of  their  officers,  133. 

*  Florence,  duke  of,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him, 
fends  him  part  of  his  remarks  on  Holland,  ^th  his  reafons  and 
apology  for /ending  it ;  acknowledging  the  honour  the  duke 
has  done  him  in  approving  his  work,  and  promiiing  a  com* 
plete  copy,  when  reprinted,  iv.  6,  7.  afks  his  pcrmiflion  to 
bave  it  translated  into  Italian,  and  dedicated  to  him,  7.  in- 
forms him,  that  the  States  had  refolvcd  to  make  the  office  an^ 
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digDhy  of  the  prince  of  Orange  hereditary,  and  agreed  to  a 
fgfpenfioa  of  arms  ;  a  treaty  of  peace  agreed  on,  and  Sir  Wil- 
fiam  propofed  to  go  to  Holland  to  conclude  it ;  he  i$  prevented 
by  a  meflage  from  them,  fubmitting  it  to  the  Spanifti  ambaf- 
fiidor  ;  the  terms  agreed  on  between  him  and  Sir  William, 
and  fcnt  to  Holland  to  be  ratified,  iv.  i2 — 16. 

Fobu^  the  founder  of  the  Chinefe  kingdom,  fbme  account 
of  him,  iii.  321,  322. 

FT.es^  Standing,  or  Gaards^  were  firft  ufed  by  conquerors 
or  ufurpers,  i.  204. 

For,eft  Lawsy  the  nature  and  original  of  them;  iii.  139. 

Forejts^  why  claimed  by  the  crown,  iii.  140.  the  new  fo- 
reft,  when  made,  140,141.  fevere  foreft  laws  appointed,  and 
rigidly  executed,  by  William  the  Conqueror,  ihtd.  become  the 
occafion  of  new  infurre^ions,'  172. 

France^  the  great  number  of  land  forces  in  it,  ii.  106.  the 
power  and  ambition  of  France  to  be  checked  by  the  empire, 
208.  Its  greatnefs,  whence,  222 — 226.  a  comparifon  be* 
tween  a  paifan  of  France  and  a  boor  of  Holland,  224.  the 
little  importance  of  their  common  people,  225.  the  ambitious 
views  and  projeAs  of  it,  ibid,  a  Spanifh  war  a  difadvadtage  to 
it,  232.  the  French  accept  the  king  of  England's  mediation 
between  them  and  the  Dutch,  254.  their  rapid  progrefs  againfl: 
the  Dutch  on  the  firfb  breaking  out  of  the  war,  256.  bow 
checked,  ibid,  they  make  great  offers  to  the  prince  of  Orange, 
259.  enter  Germany,  and  commit  great  ravages^  281.  va4 
rious  encounters  in  that  expedition,  281,  282.  attempt  fe*^ 
verail  ways  to  bring  about  a  peace,  295,  296.  their  views 
difappointed,  298.  commotions  about  gabds  or  impofts,  m 
France,  fettled,. 304.  they  intend  vigoroufly  to  attack  Flanders 
and  the  Spanifti  Netherlands,  ibid,  objeft  to  feveral  places 
propofed  for  a  treaty  of  peace,  305,  307.  agree  to  Nim^;uen, 
but  throw  other  ofaftruftions  in  the  way,  307.  take  Lim* 
bourg  after  a  (hort  fiege,  308.  the  parliament  of  England 
become  jealous  of  their  power  and  policy,  309.  they  are  in 
great  confternation  at  the  death  of  marfhal  Turenne,  313'. 
are  commanderl  by  monfieur  Lorges,  who  conduAs  them  in 
a  fafe  retreat,  ibid,  are  defeated,  under  the  command  of  mar- 
(hal  Creqoi,  near  Triers,  314.  they  lofe  a  great  many  men 
in  tliat  action  and  liege,  315.  their  paflports  for  the  treaty  of 
Nimeguen  deficient,  326.  anfivers  to  objeflions  made  againft 
them,  327.  replies,  by  the  dakc  of  Lormio's  envoy,  3*7, 
328.  the  confederates  take  the  part  of  Lorrain,  328.  their 
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0eet  tfkk  feme  advantage  is  aa  enga^mttt  widi  the  DutcR; 
i].  330.  GoafereQce  of  their  amba(&dors  with  Sir  Williani 
Temple  at  Nimegaen,  34  j,  344.  the  treaty  retarded  by  their 
difputesmch  the  Dutch,  356^  357.  gain  feveral  adrantage* 
by  good  csooDomyy  and  early  taking  the  field,  358, 359.  make 
advances  towards  a  peace,  362.  thdr  pretenfions  from  ths 
emperor,  ekftor  of  Brandenbarg,  Spain,  and  the  States,  at 
the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  393.  they  block  np  Cambray  and 
Valendennes,  397.  make  ertiel  ravages  in  Germany,  398. 
they  gain  their  deugns  in  this,  and  take  Cambray  and  Vadcn- 
ciennes,  ^id.  defeat  the  Dutch  at  Mont  Caflel,  399.  their 
progrefsia  Flanders,  400.  diibaad  their  army,  and  offer,  oa 
oondidons,  to  made  a  general  truce,  40a.  this  fafpe£led  and 
difliked  by  the  confiKlerates,  Hid.  they  propoTe  a  feparate 
treaty  with  Brnnfwick,  406^  .fruftrate  the  prince  of  Orange's 
attempt  upon  Cbarlen^,  417.  proposals  fent  them  fromEng* 
land  of  a  pface,  425.  they  artfaUy  evbde  the  conchifiofi  of 
it,  426.  take  feveral  towns  in  Flanders,  430.  make  a  pnb* 
lick  declaration  of  their  terms  of  peace,  ibid,  b^n  their  im- 
perioos  way  of  treating,  431.  a  meflage  from  them  to  Eng* 
land,  on  a  peace,  difagreobble,  431,  432.  they  fliew  great 
regard  to  Holland,  438.  their  difrefp<^  la  the  prince  of 
Orange,  439.  throw  frefh  obftruAions  to  the  treaty  with 
Holland,  440.  agree  to  a  peace  with  the  Dutch,  448.  thdr 
artfol  conduA  in  this,  45 1.  inftucace  of  £ng(Land  on  France, 

452.  dieir  wife  policy  in  making  peace  with  HoUand,  452, 

453.  are  threatened  with  a  war  by  England,  461.  fend  frelh 
inftrnAions  to  their  ambafTadors  of  Nimegneo,  with  feverri 
conceffions,  466.  the  differenecs  fettled  between  them  and 
Spain,  467.  ravs^  the  Spaaifli  Netherlands,  469.  fisn  a 
treaty  with  the  Imperialifb,  473.  fettling  the  peace  ot  the 
North  at  their  flwrcy,  474.  their  political  and  alpidng'TOWt 
and  atfeemptSf  S44'~"549*  ^^^  defigns,  how  to  be  chocked 
by  Ei^gbnd,  544^  their  too  great  po^x^er,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  complained  <rf^  567.  different  accounts  of  the  Britifli 
fettling  ia  the  north-weft  parts  of  France,  iii.  92.  the  French 
king  inftigpites  Robert,  the  fooof  WlUhuB  the  Conqueror,  to 
fet  op  for  independency  in  Normandy,  177,  179.  the  occa- 
fion  of  a  frefh  war  between  England  and  France,  182.  a 
doubt  whether  any  of  the  oid  Gallie  remains  in  France,  462. 
fome  of  their  beft  modern  writers,  464.  thar  language  bar 
fuffired  mneb  bfrefinemeniv  iHdk  the  French  academy  am 
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ladvocates  fer  the  modern,  in  oppafidop  fo  the  aadent  lear&t^. 
iog,  lii.  472.  thisre&nted  byfoowofcbeiriiuinber*  473. 

Freznoy  marquis  of,  Spanift  ambaflador,  colployed  ^im  Sit 
William  Temple  to  draw  up  a  treaty  of  jpeaoo  bec^iweoE&g* 
bnd  and  Holland,  iiL  249,  250. 

Friburgy  taken  by  the  Freocb,  ii.  430. 

FriiHon,  the  advantages  of  it  aa  a  medieific,  iii.  2Sf  • 

Frwrs^  vrhy  not  b  Irag-Iived  as  the  dd  philoTophcrs,  B* 

a79* 

Frifzland,  fine  aeooont  of  the  eonflkutkm  of  thte  pro* 
Tince,  u  141,  142.  vastbefeatof  thcandentSaaioas,  1434 
its  fitnattoo,  145.    SctSaxms. 

Fruits,  were  andently  named  after  great  men,  iS.  212.  the 
aotkm  that  thofe  of  the  Eaft  excel  the  Weft^  amiftake,  %t6. 
which  the  beft  climates  for  l^oit,  iUd.  the  bidd  kiads  in  Eng* 
land,  223—226.  ought  to  be  fuited  to  the  pofition  of  thi^ 
walls,  2t6.'  Ihottld  not  be  eaten  till  ripe,  236.  the  feafon  of 
femmer  fruits  the  inoft  healthy,  Md.  fruits  to  be  eaten  before 
meals,  237.  which  th^  moft  innocent  food,  and  beft  pbyfick, 
ihU. 

Fimt^4tim9  the  ufe  of  it  as  a  medtclnc  reeocMQesded,  Iii. 
287.  remarkable  inftances  of  its  good  eiieAs,  iM* 

Fmrfiemhirgt  WUHam  prince  cf.  Is  cbofen  fiiceeflbr  to  die 
eleAor  of  Cdogtie,  ii.  548.  why  griatly  in  the  French  ti« 
terefts,  $4$^ 

G. 

GaUnf^  altered  the  prafiice  and  methods  of  pbyfick,  in.  284. 

damrra,  Don  Efiavanie^  Spanifli  ambaflador  at  the  Hsgae« 
a  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  tp  him,  thanking  him  for  n 
ftvour,  i«  281. 

Gangis,  river,  was  thought  by  the  andents  the  bound  of 
the  eaftern  world,  iii.  316. 

Gasrdms,  fumiihaU  the pleafores of  theieveral  fenfes,  i& 
198.  are  the  moft  ancient  and  agreeable  poflefflous,  207.  an 
emplpiymeni'  for  which  none  are  too  high,  nor  too  low,  Md. 
a  life  in  a  garden  efteemed  by  God  the  happieft  he  could 
Ixtflbw  on  man,  ikii.  how  and  where  firft  hitroduced,  208, 
484.  fome  of  the  mdft  fiimous  gardens  of  antiquity,  i^.  209^ 
2 10.  thdr  progrefs  in  the  Grecian  and  Roman  empires,  why 
flow,  2IO.  the  produce  of  tlieur  gardens  ek  fcw  forts,  and 
little  cultivated,  2ii.  which  climates  the  beft  fer  gardens, 
216,  217.  our  gardens  nuch  dLflferent  from  dioTe  of  SpMu, 
or  the  touth  part  of  Ffinoe^  2x7,  218.  gaidaoingmnchim- 
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proved  of  late  In  England,  Hi.  218.  Mrhat  psrt  of  England 
bed  for  gardens*  220.  peculiar  advantages  in  England  for 
gardens^  iHd.  the  foil  moil  neceilary  to  be  confidcred,  in 
making  a  garden^  22 1,222.  the  plants  ought  to  be  faited  to 
the  ground,  ibid,  the  proper  Azc  of  a  garden*  223.  four 
thingit  neceflary  to  be  provided  for  a  garden,  iBiJ.  the  /jtu- 
atJon  and  divifion  of  a  garden,  ibid,  what  the  bd>  figure  of  a 
garden,  227.  adefcription  of  the  beft  garden  in  England, 
227 — 229.  a  curious  one  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  230.  a 
ilupendous.one  at  Monieznma,  231.  tbeadrratagesof  build- 
ing and  gardening,  231,  2369  237. 

Carii  kj  its  great  virtues  as  a  medicine,  iix.  295,  296.  is 
much  eQeemed  by  the  Indians,  296. 

Cauhr  th^ip  yail  irruptions  and  conqoefts,  ii  72.  why  of. 
a  fuddcn  tliey  turned  quiet  and  peaceable,  ibid,  fome  farther 
accounts  of  theoi,  iii.  351. 

Gelderlandj  fomie  account  of  its  conftitntion,  1*  140  the 
fovereignry  of  it  ofTered  to.  the  prince  of  Oraage,  298.  be 
declines  it,  ibid,  their  reafons  for  tbisoAr,  299,  300. 

CemoQtSy  the  ancient  name  for  parliaments,  iii.  160. 

Ceograihy^  gre#t  deficiency  ia  the  knowledge  dt  it,  whence, 

iiL4S7'4S«- 

Catay  their  ancient  iituatIon»  and  many  conquefts,  iii.  350, 
2$!.  their  f9.Cfe(s»  how  to  beaccoumed  for,  3$2«  the  man- 
ner of  their  expeditions,  353,  354.  three  cxtraordi<94ry  prln* 
ciples  that  promoted  their  conquers,  356.  their  notions  of  a 
futiire  ftate,  35^7.  their  contempt  of  a  natural,  and  high  opi- 
nion of  9 .  violent  death,  357-^3^.  notions  of  jufifca^  and 
feveral  of: their  cuftoms,  360.  natural  advantages^  361.  ci- 
vilized by  chriflianity,  ibid-  their  learning,  ibid,  gavernmeot, 
362.  conqvefts,  how  regulated,  363. 

Ghent y  the  articles  of  pacification  there,  i.  90.  are  con- 
firmed  by  th^  SpaniOi  ambalTadors,  but  foon  broke,  91.  is 
taken  by  the  French,  ii»43o. 

C'^qrdy\  ray  lady,  a  ktter  to  her,  written  in  the  name  of 
Gabriel  Po0eUo>  io  Spanilb,  i.  282. 

God.  the  reafonableneis  and  neccflity  of  fubmii&OQ  to  ho 
will^  iii.  503.    ' 

Godoiphbi^  Mr,  afterwards  Sir  William,  letters  from  Sir  Wil- 
liam Teg^iple  t4>  hi«)«  congratulating  his  arrival  in  Spain,  w%%^. 
chara^ers  of  feveralof  the  Spanifli  courtiers,  257.  the  fbte 
of  aAairs  \f\  the  Netherlands,  and  an  account  cf  fereral  oc- 
currcQ€e§  theie^  958.  the  Qihftance  of  the  threc-finreral  in« 
"  *  *  ftnunents 
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ftrainents  of  the  treaty,  i.  339.  compliments  on  renewing  a 
correfpondence,  422.  defiring  him  to  aflift  a  meflenger  from 
the  prince  of  Orange,  in  recovering  a  debt  due  to  him  from 
the  crown  of  Spain,  11.  102.  to  promote  the  payment  of  the 
fubfidy  from  Spain  to  Sweden,  123.  his  high  promifesto  Sir 
William  Temple,  442.  how  he  fulfilled  them,  474. 

Godwin,  inflames  the  EngliOi  againfl  the  Normans,  and  Ed* 
ward  the  Confeflbr,  who  favoured  them,  iii.  loi, 

Coodne/s,  wherein  it  confifls,  L35.  the  fame  with  honefty^ 
Uid. 

Cordian,  the  emperor,  a  great  lover  of  learning  and  col- 
leftor  of  books,  iii.  487. 

Gorgas,  general,  a  Scotfman  in  the  biftiop  of  Munfler*s 
fervice,  his  entertainment  of  Sir  William  Temple,  i.  266. 

Gothsy  were  heathens  when  they  firft  broke  into  the  Roman 
empire,  i.  69,  many  of  thenl  embrace  chriftianity  at  once, 
ibid,  at  what  time  they  began  their  expedition  into  the  north* 
wed  parts  of  Europe,  iii.  8i.  their  progrefs,  81,  82.  their 
origin  and  name,  whence  derived,  350.  fome  farther  accounts 
of  them,  355,  356.  were  the  moft  orderly  and  virtuous  of 
all  the  northern  nations^  364.  their  conflitution  and  forms  of 
government,  362 — 367.     See  Get^e. 

Cottenburgi  Patriy  a  letter  of  compliment  from  Sir  William* 
Temple  to  him,  i.  275. 

Government,  an  eflay  on  the  original  and  nature  of  it, 
i.  29.  different  countries  have  generally  difTerent  forms  of 
it,  30.  but  two  general  kinds  of  government  in  the  world, 
ibid,  cities  anciently  governed  by  commonwealths,  and  coun- 
tries by  princes,.  31*  different  climates  naturally  difpofedfor 
different  forms  ot  government,  33.  it  is  a  reftraint  upon  li- 
berty, 34.  the  true  ground  and  foundation  of  all  govern- 
ment, 34,  37.  which  the  beft  form  of  government.  50. 
which  the  fafefl  and  firmefl,  50,  52.  caufes  of  their  revo- 
lutions, i.  53.  the  fources  of  popular  difcontents  under  all  go- 
vprnments,  whence,  iii.  34— 37.  none  perfeft,  but  all  liable 
to  exceptions,  38,  39.  general  rules  for  a  good  government, 
46,47.  remarks  on  the  different  forms  of  it  in  the  world, 

347. 

Courville,  monficur,   letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him,  on  the  inconfiftent  conduft  of  the  French,  1.  285.  on  a 
peace  with  Spain  and  Portugal,  286.  an  account  of  the  con-* 
clufion  of  the  treaty,  342.  a  profeflion  of  the  greateft  regard 
and  friendfhip  for  him,  and  introducing  his  ion  to  bis  r^ard 
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and  confidence,  iv.  i6,  17.  ktter  from  monfi^ur  Gourville  to 
Sir  WUlIaiD ;  compliments  on  his  being  employed  in  the  treaty 
ofpeace,  i.  487.  defires  to  know  his  opinion  of  the  peace, 
488.  compliments  on  his  addrefs  in  bringing  the  treaty  to  fo 
fjpcedy  a  condufion,  489. 

Goutf  the  great  increafe  and  mifchiefs  of  this  difeafe,  iii. 
240.  to  whom  and  why  moft  incidental,  240,  I41.  the  cure 
of  it  a  great  and  general  fervice  to  mankind,  244.  the  cure 
by  moxa,  how  performed,  246,  247.  its  fudden  and  fui^ 
piziog  good  efFefts,  252.  other  remedies  ufed  with  fuccefi, 
256,  257.  hard  and  rough  treatment  of  it  recommended, 
258.  ic&ldom  attacks  the  poor  and  laborious,  ibid,  other  xd- 
Aances  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  moxa,  259.  other  Qietbodsef 
cure,  260. '  the  necciEty  of  temperance,  261.  fome  other  re- 
medies for  tht  gout,  299. 

Grafting,  of  fruit  trees,  dircftions  for,  iii.  232. 
CrafiOy  marquis  de,  acquires  great  honour  by  concerting  and 
executing  the  taking  of  Triers  from  the  French,  ii.  3 1 5. 

Cranvfitlf  his  miniftry  in  the  United  Provinces  univerfallj 
^ikedy  i.  78,  he  is  removed,  79. 

Grapes,  which  the  bed  forts  in  England,  iii.  224.  four 
^0d»  brought  to  it  by  Sir  William  Temple,  itid. 

Grave,  taken  by  the  confederates  under  the  prince  of 
Oraoge  from  the  French^  iit,  278* 

Greefe,  the  mother  of  pbyfick,  iii.  282.  the  origin  of  tbdr 
learning,  whence,  436.  the  ancient  fages  of  it  generally 
I^rinces  and  lawgivers,  444.  their  many  curious  difcaveries, 

444i  445.. 

Greek  tongue^  how  introduced  into  the  >^eftern  parts  of. 
Europe,  ill*  452.  when  m  its  purity,  464. 

Grejfer,  Im  office  lA  the  x»eeting  of  the  ftates  of  Holland^ 
i.  127,  128. 

Cr^am  (Allege,  encouraged  the  prefo^nce  pf  the  modern 
to  the  ancient  learning*  iu,  472. 

Gricjfl  a  letticr  on  the  excefles  of  it,  m.  502.  is  inconfiftent 
with  fubwflion  to  the  will  of  God,  503.  and  with  gratitude 
for  the  good  things  we  enjoy,  503,  504.  our  hearts  ought 
not  ta  be  ht  on  any  earthly  thing,  505.  cbriftianity  requires 
njod^raftjoa  in  our  pa/fions,  505,  506.  by  excefs  of  grief  wt 
do  injuffice  to  the  world  with  whom  we  are  conncfted,  506, 
507.  paSons  ought  not  to  be  our  mailers,  but  fervants,  507. 
tlic  indulgencr  of  grief  condemned  by  primitive  chriAians  and 
heathens,  508,  509.  it  can  avail  nothing  towards  recovering 
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ODr  lofs,  ill.  509,  5x0*  by  it  wc  hijrt  ourfelves,  otir  familiej, 
and  friends,  510,  51 1,  the  honour  and  fpirit  of  our  anceftors 
Ihould  be  maintained,  512.  '         < 

Groninghenj  the  conftltutlon  of  that  province,  1.  142.  its 
fituation,  145. 

Groundivy,  its  excellent  ufe,  as  a  medicine,  iii.  224.  its  vir« 
tues,  ibid. 

Guards,  to  attend  monarchs,  the  origin  of,  i.  44, 

Guei/fes,  feize  upod  the  Briel,  in  oppofirion  to  the  Spaniards, 
k86.  that  name,  when,  and  upon  what  occafion,  given  them, 
87.  were  the  inftruments  of  (haking  off  the  Spanifh  yoke  ia 
the  Netherlands,  88. 

Gunpowder,  the  invention  of,  fuppofed  of  great  antiquity, 
iii.  478,  499. 

Gurckf  bifhop  of,  chief  of  the  imperial  embafly  at  the 
treaty  of  Nimeguen,  ii.  41 5. 

H. 

Haerlem^  the  defperate  defence  of,  and  terrible  flaughter 
at  it,  i.  89. 

Hague,  the  ftated  place  of  meeting  for  the  States  General, 
I.  125,  126.  the  palace  of  the  prince  of  Orange  there,  127* 

HaJlifaXj  my  Iprd,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him, 
accounting  for  his  extraordinary  fuccefs  in  the  treaty  with  Hol- 
land, and  difclaiming  any  reward  for  it,  i.  396.  joins  the  duke 
of  Monmouth  in  oppofing  the  court,  477.  his  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  new  council  violently  oppofed  by  the  king,  495.  is 
taken  into  confidence  by  Sir  William  Temple,  500.  their  in-  " 
timacy,  by  what  meanS  broke  off,  518,  519.  leaves  the  court 
and  treafury  and  retires,  520. 

Happ'mefs^  wherein  it  confifts,  iii.  199,  20 1,  202.  the  ul- 
limate  end  of  man,  201. 

Hardicanute,  the  laft  of  the  Daniih  kings  in  England,  iii. 
100. 

Harold,  by  what  means  he  came  to  fucceed  Edward  the 
ConfeflTor,  iii.  loi,  102.  is  invaded  by  his  own  brother,  102. 
and  iafter  wards  by  William  the  Conqueror,  ibid,  goes  with  a 
great  army  to  meet  William,  114.  declines  fin'gle  combac  * 
with  him,  ibid,  his  great  bravery  in  the  battle,  115,  11 6.  is 
at  laft  killed,  116. 

Harviy,  Dn  firft  difcovered  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
iii.  284.  the  remarkable  eifeA  reading  Virgil  fopctimes  had 
on  him,  400.  his  difcovery  pcrhnps  not  modern,  454. 

Vol.  IV.  K  k  HaJIingf, 
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ttaftingSf  the  famous  battle  of,  between  Harold  and  W3' 
iiam  the  Conqueror,  iii.  1 15,  1 16. 

Healthy  the  moft  defirable  enjoyment  of  life,  iii.  267.  ii 
like  peace  In  the  ftate  and  ferenity  of  the  air,  268.  the  many 
difadvantages  of  the  want  of  it,  268,  269.  is  not  to  be  pnr^ 
chafed  by  power,  riches,  or  honour,  270.  how  to  difcover  by 
v/hat  means  it  is  to  be  obtained,  ibid,  what  people  the  long« 
eft  lived  fince  the  flood,  271.  what  the  beft  ingredients  for 
health  and  long  life,  272.  and  what  the  moft  deftruftive  of 
.them,  ibid,  why  the  longeft  lives,  and  beft  health,  in  hot 
climates,  ibid*  inftances  of  feveral  long-livers  in  England, 
275 — 278.  health  and  long  life  are  more  commonly  the  bleff- 
ings  of  the  poor  than  of  the  rich,  278.  men  are  too  apt  to 
play  with  their  healths,  291..  fome  remedies  ufelefs,  others 
dangerous,  ibid. 

HeElor^  bis  hiftory,  iii.  3 10. 

Henry,  fon  of  William  the  Conqueror,  is  adbciate  with  his 
elder  brother  in  the  government  of  Normandy,  iii.  18 1. 
makes  avifit,  with  his  brother,  to  the  French  court,  181, 182- 
falls  into  an  accidental  quarrel  and  fcufSe  with  the  dauphin, 
182.  this  the  occafion  of  a  war  between  England  and  France, 
ibid. 

Hercules^  his  hiftory  obfcure,  iii.  308.  the  Theban  Her-, 
cules,  for  what  famous,  309. 

Hereford^  earl  of,  a  Norman,  enters  into  a  confpiracv 
againft  William  the  Conqueror,  iii.  173.  is  taken  prifonet^ 
and  beheaded,   174. 

Heroick  poetry,  what  the  proper  fubjeft  of  it,  iii.  41O. 

Hefperides^  of  oUr  age,  where  /ituated,  iii.  231. 

HtJJe^  the  landgrave  of,  his  importance  in  the  empire,  li. 
ao9. 

Hide^  Mr.  appdnted  a  mediator  at  the  congrefs  of  Nime- 
guen,  ii.  389.  is  fent  to  confer  with  the  prince  of  Orange,. 
412.  his  report  of  his  converfation  with  him,  ibid,  a  fcheme 
of  a  peace  fent  to  him  from  England,  427.  brings  an  extra- 
ordinary meflage  from  the  Englifti  court  to  the  States,  461. 
returns  to  England  difappointed  of  his  defjgn,  467.  is  made^ 
fifft  commiffioner  of  the  treafury,  320.     See  Hyde. 

Highlanders^  fuppofed  to  be  derived  from  the  ancient  Scy- 
thians, iii.  79,  8q.  ibme  of  their  cuftoms,  ibid^  the  plaid, 
whence,  80*  their  language  an  original,  ibid, 

Hippocrates,  the  prince  of  phyficians,  iii.  283.  what  dttie 
h^  lived,  ibid,  his  writings  the  moil  ancient,  ibid,  and  moft 
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cfleeinedi  iii.  284,  a  remarkable  aphorifm  of  his,  i^tJ.  x>n. 
pf  the  firfl  philofophers  whofe  writiDgs  haVe  efcaped  the  inju- 
ries of  time,  444. 

Noeft^  monlieur,  a  ruliag  burgomafter  of  Amfterdam,  his 
open  and  generous  cbaraAer,  ii.  428.  two  remarkable  fay* 
ings  of  his,  ikid,  his  good  humour  at  his  death,  ihiJ,  is  uq* 
der  French  influence,  429.  his  confidence  in,  and  attachment 
to,  the  prince  of  Orange,  458.  his  account  of  the  Dutch 
cleanltnefs,  and  the  great  power  of  their  wives,  459. 

Holland^  the  revolution  there  in  1672,  i.  56.  the  illconfe- 
quences  of  it,  57.  an  ifland  made  by  the  dividing  branches 
of  the  ancient  Rhine,  66.  was  formerly  called  Batavia^  and 
eftecraed  a  part  of  Germany,  ibid,  changes  of  its  inhabi- 
tants and  names,  6j.  count  of  Holland,  the  beginning  and 
end  of  that  title,  ibid,  their  feigneuries  and  jurifdiflions, /^it/ 
their  ftates,  of  what  members  compofed,  70.  forces,  how« 
raifed  and  defrayed,  70,  71.  their  frequent  wars,  71,  72,  its 
iituation,  and  dirpofitidn  of  its  inhabitants,  89.  is  made  the 
feat  of  the  war  againft  the  Spaniards,  ibid,  the  principal 
caufcs  of  their  revolt,  ibid,  their  feveral  ftruggles  for  liberty, 
ib. — 104.  the  beginning  of  their  Eaft  India  Trade,  106.  its 
fovereignty,  how  repreknted,  12 1.  deputies  to  the  States,  an 
account  of,  121,  123.  inequality  in  the  government  of  the 
Provinces  and  States,  ibid,  nobles,  their' power,  122.  pen« 
lioner  his  ofBce,  ibid.  States,  their  fixed  times  of  meeting, 
and  proper  bufinefs,  123,  how  called  on  extraordinary  occa* 
fions,  ibid,  commilfion^  counfellors,  their  bufmefs,  ibid. 
chamber  of  accompts,  124.  their  generofity  to  thofe  growa 
old  in  their  fervice,  ibid.  Holland  and  Zealand  have  one  com- 
mon judicature,  I24f  125.  this  excrcifed  by  two  courts  of 
juAice,  ibid,  union  of  the  States,  how  compofed,  ibid,  fo- 
vcreignty  of  the  States,  where,  ibid,  three  colleges,  ibid. 
'States  General,  when,  and  on- what  occafion,  firft  erefted, 
126.  members  of,  how  chofen,  127.  manner  of  proceeding 
in  ordinary  cafes,  127,  128.  in  cafes  of  peace  and  war,  128. 
fometimes  break  through  thdr  ftated  forms  with  approbation 
and  good  confequences  of  it,  129.  council  of  ftatc  differently 
compofed  from  the  States  General,  129.  130.  their  chief  bu- 
iinela,  130.  proportion  of  the  expence  of  the  particular  pro-. 
vinces  towards  fupport  of  the  publick,  ibid,  their  admiralty, 
how  regulated,  131,  132.  their  policy  in  the  Authority  of 
their  fea  officers,  133.  falaries  of  their  great  oiBcera  of  ftate,  ■ 
ibid,  the  greatncfs  of  this  ftate,  whence,  133,  134—137. 
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their  fubmiffion  to  arbitrary  govcrnoient  an<f  opprcflive  tax€^ 
among  themfclv^,  whence,  i.  137,  tlieir  firft  cfonffitutioof 
138.  the  fituation  of  Holland,  145.  fulj,  149.  great  advan^ 
tages  of  their  canals,  ibid,  and  of  thehr  two  great  rivers,  1 50. 
their  difadvantages,  1 5 1 .  the  vaft  labour  and  expence  of  thetr 
digues,  151,  152.  their  great  neatnefs  and  cleanhnefs,  whence, 
152.  difpofitions  of  their  people,  153.  charafter  of  their 
clowns  and  boors,  ibid,  of  their  mariners^  r  J3,'  154.  of  their 
merchants  and  tradefmen,  154.  of  their  ren teeners,  or  thofe 
that  live  on  their  eftates,  154,  155.  education  of  their  youth, 
155.  their  chief  minifters  and  magiftrates,  155,  156.  gendc- 
men  and  nobles,  ib,  157.  officers  of  tbeir  armies,  157.  ge- 
neral cuTloms  and  difpofitions,  158,  160.  good  oeconomy, 
ibid,  beauty  and  conveniency  of  their  publick  works,  i*.  159. 
national  charity,  159, 160.  inclination  to  drinking,  162,  163. 
charafters  of  them  by  the  old  Roman  writers,  164,  climate 
and  difcafes,  168.  why  not  fubjeft  to  the  fpleen,  169.  a  ge- 
neral charafter  of  the  country  and  people,  170.  account  of 
the  eftablifhment  of  their  relipion,  ib, — 182.  their  general  to- 
leration, 177.  Roman  caiholicks,  why  excepted  from  the 
proteftion  6i  their  laws,  ibid,  conditions  on  wjiich  they  are 
tolerated,  178^  variety  of  opinions  prevailing  there,  179.  re-  * 
maiknble  modcrailon  of  all  fefts,  180.  converfation,  and  all 
the  offices  of  life,  why  eafy  among  them,  181.  of  their  trade, 
182 — 203,  211.  the  natural  unfitnefs  of  their  fituation  for  it, 
.182.  the   principal  caufes  of  their  trade  and  wealth,   183, 

184.  origin  of  it,  whence,  184.   this  confirmed  by  feveral 
examples,  ibid,  the  great  numbers  of  their  people,  whence, 

185,  186.  of  their  forces  and  revenues,  204 — 210.  wherein 
their  revenue  confills,  206.  their  admiralty  and  marine,  207. 
debt,  ibid,  collection  and  diAribution  of  publick  monies, 
ibid,  extraordinary  contributions  and  forces,  208.  the  caufes 
of  their  fall  in  1672,  210 — 222.  their  employing  foreign 
irooDs,  211.  the  peace  of  Munfter,  ibid,  parfimony  in  re- 
forming their  foreign  officers  and  troops,  212.  alteration  of 
thdr  flare,  and  exclufion  of  the  power  of  fladtholder,  ibid,  a 
fcheme  for  their  defence  propofcd,  219—222.  the  interefl  of 
Holland  in  commerce,  connefted  with  Britain,  ii.  6 — 13.  a 
remarkable  inllance  of  their  impartial  feverity  in  punifhing  ca- 
pital crimes,  98.  its  vaft  growth  in  riches  and  ftrength,  218. 
ciFcumftances  concurring  to  promote  thofe,  2^9.  their  im- 
portance with  refpeft  to  other  flates,  220.  their  chief  interefVy 
a20,  221.  feveral  rcafonabie  demands  that  might  be  made 
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from  them  by  Engknd,  ii.  235,  236.  what  may  be  thought 
good  terms  of  peace  with  Holland,  236,  237.  fufFers  greatly 
by  a  violent  dorm,  and  breaches  in  their  digues,  318.  by 
>vhom  iirft  named,  iii.  97.  a  letter  from  the  ftates  of  Holland 
to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  expreffing  their  great  opinion  of 
Sir  Willi^rm  Temple's  abilities  as  a  flatefman,  i.  360.  a  letter 
from  Sir  William  Temple  to  the  procurator  of  Holland,  com- 
plaining of  an  infringement  of  his  privilege  as  an  ambafTador, 
Ii,  155.  See  Dutch,  and  Provinces. 

*  ffoi/iSf  my  lord,  a  letter  from  Sir  Wifliam  Temple  to  him, 
on  the  terms  of  a  treaty  with  the  Dutch,  i.  293 

Horner^  his  fevcral  excellencies  as  a  poet,  iii.  403.  wherein 
he  (lilfered  from  Virgil,  ibid,  had  the  greateft,  fublimeft,  and 
moft  \voaderful  genius  of  all  poets,  ibid. 

Honour^  a  ftronger  principle  of  invention  and  a&ion  than 
gain,  iii.  468. 

'  Horace^  the  elegance  of  his  poetry,  iii.  205.  was  the  firft 
^nd  lafl  of  true  lyric  poets  among  the  Latins,  410.  tranfla* 
tions  from  lib.  i.  ode  13.  536.  lib.  iii.  ode  29.  539— S43» 
lib.  iv.  ode  7.  535,  536.  ditt.  543. 

Home,  count,  joins  in  bppofing  the  Spanifli  minlftry  in  the 
Netherlands  i.  78.  is  condemned  and  executed  at  Bruf* 
fels,  84. 

korfes,  how  to  improve  the  breed  of,  iii.  24,  25. 

Hortus,  a  garden,  whence  fo  called,  iii.  2 1 1 . 

Humour,  in  poetry,  what,  iii.  424.  a  word  peculiar  to  the 
Bitglifti,  ibid,  the  vein  of  humour,  by  whom  firft  opened  in 
England,  ibid,  defeft  of  this  in  the  ancients,  ibid,  why  more 
plentiful  in  England,  425.  more  variety  of,  than  any-wherc 
dfe,  426,  427. 

Hydf,  Mr.  Sir  William  Temple's  letters  to  him,  profefling 
,his  regard  for  him,  and  defire  10  return  to  a  private  life,  iv, 
327.  congratulating  his  retreat  into  the  country;  informi 
him  that  .he  had  ended  his  bufincfs  to  the  prince  of  Grangers 
fatisfaftion,  365.  defiring  to  know  the  mind  of  the  court 
about  it,  ibid,  conjefture  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the 
prince  in  Flanders,  366.    . 

T. 
Jactation,  the  ufc  of  it  as  a  medicine,  iii.  288. 
JdTnaica,  a  probable  occafion  of  a  war  between  Spain  and 
Britain^  ii.  230. 
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Janizaries^  among  the  Turks,  the  nature  and  vifdom^of 
their  inftittftion,  iii.  377,  378.  their  remarkable  temperance, 
378.  their  degeneracy,  whence,  379,  380,  their  matinous 
and  fadlous  humour,  380.    ' 

Janus  J  introduces  agriculture  into  ttaly,  iii.  309. 

Jenkins^  Sir  Lionel^  appointed  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries 
for  the  treaty  at  Nimeguen,  ii.  325.  his  arrival  at  th^  Hagoe^ 
and  at  the  place  of  treaty,  ibid,  his  irrefolute  difpofition,  413. 
is  puzzled  about  a^-point  of  ceremony,  ibid,  is  cenfured  by 
the  court  of  England  for  yieldifig  it,  414.  his  pardon  ot)« 
tained  by  Sir  William  Temple,  ibid,  refufes  to  countenance 
a  treaty  of  peace  between  France  and  Holland,  437,  is  pro- 
pofed  by  Sir  William  Temple  to  the  office  of  fecreiary  of  ffate, 
489.  and  placed  in  it,  5515,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple 
to  him  ;  direftions  as  to  his  behaviour  in  point  of  ceremony, 
ia  vifiting  count  Kiniki  as  an  ambaflador^  iv.  .290,  29if  in- 
forms him  that  he  had  received  orders  from  t1]e."king  to  go 
and  aflift  at  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of •  Nimcguen,  358. 
'  new  obftrnftion  to  the  finifhing  the  treaty,,  by  the  French  rc- 
fufmg  IP  evacuate  Flanders,  359.  this  confirmed  by  expreflbs 
from  France,  360.  inforips  him  of  his  being  fent  to  treat  with 
the  States,  and  his  inftruftions  on  that  occafion,'  361.  on  the 
figning  the  treaty  of  peace  as  mediators,  and  defiring  inftruc- 
tions  about  It,  454. 

JefuiU  Barkf  its  virtues  eftabliflied,  as  a  medicine,  iii,  296. 

J^iVs,  how  difpofcd  of  after  their  difperfioo,  iii.  369.  (qfac 
account  of  their  learning  and  fcfts,  493, 

Indians 9  ancient,  fome  of  tlicir  notions,  and  manner  of  liv- 
ing, iii.  437 — 440.  moft  of  the  notiong  of  the  ancient  philo* 
fophers  derived  from  them,  440 — 444. 

Inquifttiony  attempts  to  extinguifti  hercfy  in  the  Low  Coun- 
irics,  i.  79,.  80.  proves  one  of  the  caufe§  of  their,  re  volt  from 
the  Spaniards,  ib.  81. 

Joby  book  -of,  fuppofed  to  be  written  before'  the  time  of 
Mofes,  lit.  407,  conjeftures  conceming  its  author,  407,  408. 
the  excellency  and  defign  of  that  book,  ibidi  remark  on  the 
Spanifh  tranflation  of  it,  ibid.     Seep.  433, 

John  Don,  of  Auftria,  is  made  governor  of  the  Spaniffi 
Netherlands,  1.  90.  is  refufed  admittance,  till  he  agrees  to  the 
pacification  at  Ghent,  91.  this  he  f -on  breaks,  ibid,  his  fud« 
den  death,  92.  his  intended  expedition  into  Italy  proves  abcur- 
tive,  ii.  318,319.  *         * 
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JoMSf  sir  William^  a  violent  promoter  of  the  biH  of  cxclo  ^ 
fion,  ii-  53i>  565.  his  fpeech  to  Sir  William  Teinple,  on  hu 
bringiDg  a  meflage  from  the  king  about  it,  565. 

Ireiand,  the  lazinefs  and  poverty  of  the  people  there,  wheoce» 
!•  184.  the  af&irs  of,  under  confideratioa  at  the  court  of  £ng;» 
land,  ii«  5^5.  the  want  of  trade  there,  to  what  owing^  iii.  7^ 
8.  the  w:ant  of  people,  whence,  ikid.  its  many  natural  ad- 
vantages, 8.  fcarcity  of  money  there,  a  miftaken  remedy  of,  9. 
lofers  by  exchange  of  money,  10.  a  great  alteration  ofcir* 
cumftances  there,  ibid,  the  proper  methods  to  preferve  money 
in  it,  II.  the  Handing  trade  of,  how  to  be  advanced,  12.  th« 
njitive  commodities  of  the  country,  Md.  the  neceility  of' 
yielding,  where  their  trade  Interferes  with  that  of  England^ 
ibid,  fuch  branches  not  to  be  oitircly  fupprefled,  13.  wool 
only  to  be  ufed  for  home  confumption,  13,  14.  Unen  chiefly 
to  be  encouraged,  ibid,  natural  advantages  tending  to  pro- 
mote it,  ibid,  miimanagements  in  it,  whence,  15.  how  it  is 
Co  be  advanced,  15,  16.  other  good  commodities  there,  17, 
beef,  why  a  drug,  ibid,  errors  in  their  cattle  trade,  17,  18.* 
feveral  advantages  of  a  flop  to  the  exportation  of  cattle  into 
England,  18,  19.  fufFers  greatly  by  the  war,  19.  thedefe^ls 
in  their  cattle  trade,  how  remedied,  ibid,  advantages  of  uiing 
oxen  and  large  horfes  for  draught,  20.  falfe  package,  and  bad 
commodities,  how  to  be  prevented,  20,  21.  what  cattle  fie 
for  exportation,  22.  England  a  lofer  by  hindering  the  impor* 
tatioc  of  them,  22,  23.  how  to  improve  the  breed  of  horfes  in 
Ireland,  24,  25.  races  and  fairs,  how  to  be  managed,  25,  26* 
conduct  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  the  lord  mayor  of  DubHa^ 
at  them,  ibid,  a  fchcme  for  improving  their  fiiheries,  26,  27. 
iron  manufacture  not  to  be  encouraged,  28.  r^ulations  con- 
cerning fea-ports,  28,  29.  fliipping,  how  to  be  improved,  29. 
merchants  ought  to  be  encouraged,  30.  confidence  in  the  lord 
lieutenant  necedfary,  31,  the  origin  of  the  name,  79.  the 
ancient  ftate  and  alFairs  of,  why  (o  obfcure,  82,  450.  is  an 
inftance  that  knowledge  and  ignorance,  as  well  as  civility  and 
barbarifm,  may  fucceed  each  other,  433,  434,  482. 

Iron  manufacture,  why  not  to  be  encouraged  in  Ireland, 
ill.  28. 

IJbmaely  a  pretender  to  new  revelations  in  the  Mahometan 
doftrines,  iii.  372.  his  tenets  andfuccefs,  373. 

Ifohy  baron  de^  letters  from  him  to  Sir  William  Temple ; 
an  ezcufe  for  his  long  filence,  and  congratulating  the  happy 
ftccefs  of  his  negociations,  ii.  186.  regretting*  Sir  William's 
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ahfence  from  the  Hague;  approves  of  the  Engliftx  parliaments 
readily  granting  tfae  fupplies,  ii.  199.  the  neceffity  of  a  dhioa 
bQCween  England  and  Spain,  200.  the  deccirfnlnefs  of  the 
French,  with  whom  all  forts  of  commerce  is  dangerous,  201. 
,  Italian^  fome  of  the  b4;ft  writers  in  that  language,  ill.  464. 

Judges^  bow  firft  appointed,  iii.  131,  132. 

Julitrs^  taken  by  furprize  by,  the  Dutch,  i.  113;  reprizal 
made  for,  by  the  arch-duke  A)bert,  1 13,  1 14. 

JitfUeri  (om^  tccount  of  him  and  his  family,  iii.  308. 
T  Juriesy  of  gre^t  antiquity  in  England,  iii.  130.  by  whom 
introdiuced  into  Europe,  131,  were  at  fir  A  both  jurors  and 
judges,  ibid,  were  confirmed  by  William  the  Conqueror,  133. 

Jfufiidari^s,  by  ybom  firft^  appqLated  in  England,  iii.  138, 

Kenty  lady,  her  powder  recommended,  iii.  2^9; 

Kenti/b  Men,  their  flratagem  and  refolution  againft  William 
the  Conqueror,  ui.  117^  force  him  to  fwear  to  pr^fave  their 
ancient  laws  and  liberties,  117,  118. 

King^  how  much  the  intereft  of  the  king  of  England  to  have 
the  hearts  of  bis, parliament  and  people,  ii.  239.  propofesthe 
fending  Sir  Willjajn  Temple  ambaflador  to  Spain,  252.  jea- 
toufy  created  between  bim  and  his  parliament  bv  the  Spanifh 
envoy,  401.  refufes  to  re$:al  his  troops  in  the  fervice  of 
France,  4X>6.  fends  for  Sir  William  Temple  to  come  to  Eng- 
land, 407,  408.  his  converfation  with  him  on  his  arrival,  408. 
refle&iorj3  on  his  foft  and  unfteady  temper,  409.  reafoiis  for 
his  earneft  defire  of  peace,  410,  41 1.  is  much  perplexed,  and 
-puts  great  confidence  in  Sir  William  Temple,  492.  his  af- 
ieflion  for  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  493.  is  brought  intodif- 
'ficulties  by  heats  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  504.  dilTolves  hfs 
parliament,  51 1,  512.  is  taken  fick  at  Windfor,  but  foonte- 
covers,  513,  5 14.  his  pofitive  refolution  to  prorogue  the  par- 
liament for  a  twelvemonth,  521.  Sir  William  Temple's  free 
advice  to  him«  522.  the  name  of  king  introduced  by  the 
/Saxons,  iii.  95.  the  prefence  of  a  good  king,  among  hisfub- 
je£ls,  of  great  importance  to  him,  1 29.  che  fatisfaflion  and 
fafety  pf  the  common  people  the  great  fupport  of  a  king,  152. 
letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him^  congratulating  him 
0nth^  fpeedy  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  i.  341.  the  prince  of 
Orange*;  inclination  to  continue  the  war,  iv.  59,  60.  his  de- 
•  fire  of  a  near  conjunftion  with  his  majefty,  60.  the  difpo- 
fjtioas  2}nd  fuuationof  the  feveral  parties,  ibid,  his  majefl:y*s 
'     '  ' mcdi- 
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tnediatioQ  accepted  by  them  all»  iv.  6i.  acknowledging  the 
honour  of  a  letter  from  him  by  my  lord  chamberlain,  and  pro* 
mifing  all  the  affiftaoce,  in  his  povrtr^  to  his  lordfhip,  and  his 
conftant  attachment  to  his  majefty*s  intereft,  66,  67.  inform* 
the  king  of  a  fecret  correfpondence  between  the  count  d'Ef- 
trades  and  the  penfioner  Fagel,  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
him  to  Fagely  70,  71.  the  inclination  of  the  Diatch  for  peace» 
71.  a  matdi  with  Spain  propofed,  which  Sir  William  highly 
approves  of,  71,  72.  the  prince  of  Orange's  opinioD  that.tho 
king  fliould  fait  in  with  the  projeft  of  peace,  72.  the  difpo- 
iition  of  France  for  an  honourable  peace,  if  the  king  would 
promote  it ;  the  prince  defircs  to  know  his  majefty's  intentioa 
concerning  it,  and  Sir  William's  opinion  of  it,  72,  73.  the 
prince  fufpefVs  fome  ill  offices  done  him  by  fome  about  the 
King,  with  refpedl  to  his  intended  journey  to  England  $  Sir 
William  endeavours  to  fatisfy  him  of  the  king's  regard  to 
him ;  the  prince  exprefles  the  greateft  attachment  to  the  king's 
hitereft,  but  at  prefent  has  no  thoughts  of  a  journey  to  Eng* 
land,  85,  86.  the  prince  highly  refedts  a  letter  from  lord  Ar» 
Kngton,  and  fufpefls  his  ill  offices  with  the  kmg  againft  hiniv 
S7,  88.  account  of  a  conference  with  the  penfioner  about  th^ 
conditions  of  the  peace,  98,  99.  the  penfioner  informs  hidi 
of  the  princess  opinion  of  the  terms  of  peace,  and  entire  con- 
fidence in  his  majefly ;  that  he  was  obliged  to  regard  the  coor 
neftions  of  the  States  with  their  confederates;  the  plan  he 
wiQied  his  majelly  to  agree  to;  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
king  moft  be  as  of  blmfelf,  without  comn^unicating  with  the 
piiQce ;  Sir  William's  opinion  of  the  prince's  inclination  as  to 
the  peace,  loi — 104.  extraft  of  a  letter  from  the  prince  to 
Sir  William  on  that  fubjeA;  his  defire  that  the  terms  of  a 
peace  were  agreed  on  before  a  congrefs  begins,  107,  108.  of 
his  majefiy's  fending  his  ambafladors  to  the  ptaoe  of  treaty, 
and  intyceding  for  the  releafe  of  prince  William  of  Furfiem- 
bnrg,  1 09.  the  different  dif^fitions  of  fome  of  the  parties 
concerned,   no.  offers  his  advice  to  his  m^efVy,  no,  in. 
the  prince's  concern  m  thelntereft  of  Spain,  i8o.  he  defires 
to  know  what  the  king  would  think  a  good  peace,  1 8  !•  con* 
ference  with  the  prince,  in  confequence  of  his  interview  with 
Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius,  182.  advice  to  the  king  about  it,  182^ 
183.  concerning  the  carriage  and  expreflions  of  the  Dani(h 
envoy,  198.  the  prince's  intention  of  marrying,  and  defiga 
of  going  over  to  England,  after  the  campaign,  with  that  view, 
214,  215.     Monfieur  Colbert  endeavours  to  prevail  on  Sir 
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"wniiam.to  life  hii  intcrefl  with  the  prince  to  make  a  feparate 
peace  with  France,  with  Sir  WiUiam*s  reply,  iv.  262,  26^. 
the  ophkion  of  the  Dutch  concerning  the  Spaniards ;  tlie  indi- 
Dadon  of  the  Swedes  to  peace,  263.  apokgy  for  troubling 
his  majeity,  264.  Sir  William's  interview  dad  conference  with 
the  prince  00  the  events  of  the  campaign,  and  appearances 
of  the  treaty;  the  dlfpoiitions  of  the  Dutch  to  peace,  and  the 
meafures  the  king  mufttake  to  bring  it  about  265,  266..  the 
prince's  opinion  of  the  conditions,  and  Iks  iubmifiion  to  the 
king^s  pl&rfure,  as  to  his  going  to  England,  ih.  267.  endea- 
vours to  prevent  miAaking  his  laft  letter,  26a.  conje£lares 
concerning  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign,  269.  pro* 
inifes«to  inform  his  majefty  of  the  intentions  of  the  prtpce  apd 
the  States,  270.  the  prince  of  Orange's  entire  confidence  ia 
the  king  and  refolution  to  aA  in  concert  with  him,  and  fol- 
low his  directions  in  brining  about  a  peace,  293,  294.  tho 
difpofitions  of  fome  of  the  other  powers  concerned,  294.  de^. 
fires  to  know  on  what  terms  his  majefly  propoied  it,  ibid*  the 
icheme  propofed  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  295.  Sir  WTlliam't 
remarks  on  it,  with  the  prince's  anfwers  to  them,  296,  297. 
his  refolution  not  to  yield  to  terms  of  a  feparate  peace  with 
France,  297.  farther  converfatioo  between  the  prince  and'  Sir 
William  on  the  fame  fubjed,  300,  301.  apology  for  delaying 
8  memorial  from  the  prince  to  the  king,  that  had  been  pro* 
miled,  302.  a  ftefh  propofal  of  terms  from  the  French,  with 
remarks  on  it,  ibid,  the  king's  fpeech  intended  to  the  parUa* 
ment,  drawi}  up  at, my  lord  treafurer's  d^Hre,  April  27, 1578, 
fee  va].  ii.  433.  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  informing  him  of  the  treaty  beirg  figned  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  prince  and  States,,  and  greatly  to  his  majcfiy's 
honour,  364. 

Kinjiif  count,  comes  as  a  plenipotentiary  from  the  duke  of 
Lorrain  tathe  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  ii.  387.  his  fcrupulous  and 
ceremonious  charaAer,  ibid.  deKvcrs  a  paper  9f  inAruflions 
to  the  mediators,  394.  why  not  opened,  ibid. 

KnightSf  fees  and  baronage,  firft  introduced  into  England 
by  William  the  Conqueror,  iii.  139. 

Knowledge,  wherein  it  differs  horn  learning,  iii.  435. 

Lddirog  Regnefy  an  'ancient  Goihick  king,  fome  curious 
Teifes  of  his,  iii.  357,  358. 

Lanfranc^ 
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Lanfranc^  made  archbifliop  of  Canterbary  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  in.  150.  his  excellent  charafter  and  advice  to  his 
fovereigo,  161.  was  the  only  confident  of  his  prince,  189. 

Languages,  modern,  their  deficiency  when  compared  with 
thofeof  the  ancients,  iii.  4^1,  462.  the  modern  how  com- 
pofed,  ibid.  language  is  but  the  colouring  of  poetry,  488. 

Lauderdale^  duke  of,  his  reward  as  a  member  of  the  cabal, 
ii.  251.  attempts  to  remove  him  oppofed  by  the  king,  500. 

Laughter^  how  peculiar  to  man,  iii.  34.  is  moved  by  va- 
rious different  objefts  and  affeftions,  ibid,  we  laugh  not  at 
things  we  are  moft  pleafed  with,  and  arc  often  little  pleafed 
with  things  we  laugh  at,  421. 

Latin^  its'  preference  .to  the  modern  languages,  iii.  462. 

LavjSy  the  neceflity  of  them,  in  order  to  good  government, 
iii.  41.  their  ufefulnefs  depends  on  being  well  executed,  ibid* 
the  ifeudal  laws  introduced  into  Europe  by  the  ancient  Goths, 
137.  the  fource  of  many  of  the  fubtlcties  of  the  law,  163. 

Learnings  dcmoliflied  by  the  Goths,  bfc.  and  when  re- 
flored,  iii.  41^.  eflay  on  that  of  the  ancients,  compared  with 
the  moderns,  430.  the  abfurdity  of  preferring  the  modem  to 
the  ancient,  431,  432.  books  not  abfolutely  neceflary  topre-* 
fcrve  it,  433.  tradition  of  great  ufe  to  it,  ibid,  the-  advan- 
tages of  Greek  and  Latin  to  preferye  learning,  434.  how 
preferved  in  the  caftem  countries,  ibid,  the  ieveral  branches 
that  have  ifTued  from  thence,  434,  435.  wherdn  learning  dif- 
fers from  knowledge,  435.  how  to  judge  whether  the  ancients 
*or  modems  made  the  greateft  progress  in  it^  ^id.  modern 
learning  .how  acq^uired",  ibid,  that  of  Greece,  whence  de- 
duced, 436,  437.  what  requifite  to  preferve  and  promote 
learning,  443.  the  ancients  had  the  fame  advantagea  from 
'  then:  predeceflbrs,  as  we  have  from  them,  436,  445.'  who  th« 
fc  firft  conquerors  of  ignorance  in  the  weftern  part  of  the  world, 
445.  the  progrefs  of  learning  fikice,  is  only  to  underfiand  what 
the  ancients  difcovered,  44^.  this  a  conflderable  difadvantage 
to  it,  446,  447.  prodigies  in  learning  like  thofe  in  nature, 
but  feldom  appear,  447,  448.  arts  and  fciences  have  rua 
th^ir  circles,  and  had  their  periods  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  449.  feveral  caiifes  of  this,  ibid,  the  progrefs  of  learn- 
ing after  the  conquefls  of  the  Saracens,  451.  was  chiefly  pro- 
tefted  by  the  clergy,  ibid,  the  bad  ufe  they  made  of  it,  451, 
452.  was  much  ncgle<5led  by  princes,  and  other  great  men, 
'  452.  the  rcftoration  of  the  Grd^k  and  Latin,  how  brought 
jibout,  452,  453.  the  fuccefs  of  the  moJcrn  no  proof  that  it 
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f%c^U  the  aadcQU,  iii.  453.  feveral  inltenccs  of  the  per- 
fcflioQ  of  ancieat  learning  bft,  454—  456,  the  firft  attempts 
to  recover  ir  moft  fgcccfeful,  458.  feems  to  be  lioaited  to  a 
.certain  pitch,  ibid,  and  take  its  turn  in  different  countries, 
iM/.  fome  of  the  bell  modern  tuilitntioos  and  produdlions 
much  inferior  to  jhofe  of  the  ancients,  460,  461.  languages 
not  to  be  compared,  461  •  what  has  contributed  to  hinder  the 
adfaocement  of  learning,  465.  religious  controveiiles  hurtful 
4»  k,  iM»  want  of  the  favour  of  kings  and  princei,  ibid,  was 
at  firA  greatly  encouraged  by  thexn,  but  finoe  much  neglefted, 
467.  his  been  difcouraged  by  avaricp,  and  greedinefs  of 
wealth,  467,  468.  and  by  thelfcprn  of  pedantry,  468.  mo- 
tives to  mdintdin  the  dignity  of  abqent  leacfiljju|,  471,  472. 
.the  ftate  of  thb  controverfy,  472*  recaijtfrttans  of  the  French, 
who  had  preferred  the  modern,  473.  objeflions  againft  the 
asudents-  anfwered,  476— 48 1.  how  much  of  the  ancient  learn- 
ing has  been  loft,  4^2*  objedHon,  from  the^denceof  fgrip* 
tnre,  confidered,  483;  the  decay  of  the  Aflyrian  learxurig  ac- 
coonted  for^  484,  4^5*  its  .dawn  and  ptogrefe  in  Greece,  485. 
the  Egyptiao  ictrning,  I;k>w  d^ftroyed,  486.  feme  vain  a^- 
teoipts  to  recover  it,  ibid.  i\^  lofs  of  the  Phoeaician  le^trn* 
-fag,  487;  the  excellence  of  the  ancients  in  poetry  apd  elo- 
quence, 488.  JBQoderns  unjuflly  compared  with  ^hem,  ibid. 
the  cootroverfy  between  .thcai^,  how  beft  decided,  4pj6.  feveral 
eminent  perfons  among  the  ancienis  uiyivalled  by  the  moderns, 
ibid,  things  wherein  they  excelled,  496,  497.  their  airious 
inventions  of  pkafure^  and  wopd^rful  fpoAaclesor  ihews,  497. 
their  agricnlrnix,  phyfick,  and  political  inftitutlons,  498.  tbe 
influence  oE  thdr  icHm^tes^  498, 499*<.  t)ie  fpeculatidns  gf  tl^e 
jnoderns  has  tended  to  little  ufq,  499,  506.  feveral  xnodern 
'  difcoverles*  ridiculed,  50QW  the  modefty  of  the  ancients,  and 
prefnmption  of  the  moderns,  ibid.  teAimonies  of  Solbmois 
ar^d  Pliny  td  the  uncertainty  of  human  knowledge,  5P1. 

Lnctfitr^  earl  of,  fept  ^s  general  to  aflift  the  Dutch  againft 
^d)e  fipaniands,  i.  10 1.  they  f>vear  obedience  to  him,  as  tb^ir 
governor^  ^id.  difguAs  them  by  his  arbitrary  proceedings  and 
iH  cooduA,  and  is  recalled  by  queen  Elizabeth,  10 1, 102. 

Letttrs,  from  the  States  of  Holland  to  the  king  of  Grc;at 
firi^in;  high  commendations  of  Sir  William  Temple,  i.  360. 
irom  Sir  .William  Temple  to  Moniieur  ,  on  the  death 

of  his  daasjhter,  ii.  156.  See  Jibans,  Albemarle^  Jndros^jir^ 
Sngton,  Backwell,  BerMey,  Blaitkwait,  Bridgman^  Bucking^ 
ham^  Carlinfordf   Qary^  Cajlel  Rodcrigo,   Ca/liU,  Cdvendyb^ 
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Chatnherlam,  (^arefuhn^  CMj^ord,  Colbert^  &veiitfy,  Aeermgf 
EjfeXf  EftradeSf  Fagely  Falconb ridge ^  Florence^  Gamarra^  Ctf" 
/ard,  Gadolphin,  Gottcnburg,  Gourville,  HallifaXy  Holies^  Hyde^ 
Jrriinns^  Jfila,  King,  id/le,  Lockharty  MeniZy  Merchants^ 
^Molinay  Montague^  Monterey^  Muvfter^  Northumherland^ 
Orange,  Ormonde  Palaiiney  Pamporfe,  Portugal,  Privy  Stal^ 
Privy  Counfelbr,  Roanez,  Sandwici,  Saville,  Sidney,  Jetnple^ 
Thyan^  Treafurer^  duke  of  Tufcany^  fVarwici,  IVickfirt^  IVd* 
liamfon,  Witt,  Wolfeley,  WredeUy  York. 

Lenten^  moofieur  Van,  fent  over  by  the  Dutch  to  (blicit 
the  concurrence  of  the  Englifli  in  making  af)eace  with  France, 
n,  433.  infifts  that  the  Dutch  were  obliged  to  make  the  beft 
peace  they  could,  437.  complains  to  the  court  of  England  of 
the  unreafonable  terms  propofed  by  the  French  to  the  Dtitch^ 
441.  goes  to  Holland  with  Sir  William  Temple  to  perfuade 
the  Dutch  to  carry  on  the  war,  44 1. 

Lewis  XIV.  of  France,  the  ftate  of  his  kingdom  at  his  ac* 
^eilion,  and  his  political  views,  ii.  546. 
Liberty,  reftrained  by  government,  i.  34'. 
libraries,  fome  very  nunjerous  ancient  ones,  iii.  432. 
Life^  reflections  on  the  different  conditions  of  life  and  for- 
tune, iii.  514 — 531. 

Umbourg^  befieged  and  taken  by  the  French,  ii.  307,  308. 
Li/ley  my  lord,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him; 
informs  him  of  the  bad  (late  of  the  Dutch,  and  good  condi- 
tion of  the  Engli(h  affairs,  i.  273.  on  the  decline  of  wit  and 
humour  in  England,  302.  his  defire  of  vifiting  ir,  ibid,  from 
lord  Lifle  to  Sir  William,  concerning  feverai  of  their  country 
acquaintances,  i.  484. 

Loadftoney  the  gfeatefl  and  moft  ufeful  of  the  modern  dif- 
coveries,  iii.  456,  499.  the  many  great  advantages  of  it,  ibid^ 
thefe  much  abufcd,  ibid,  would  probably  have  been  carried 
mach  farther  by  the  ancients,  ibid,  many  difcoverics  ftill  rc« 
mainiog  to  be  made,  457.  what  prevents  them,  ibid. 

Lockharty  Sir  William,  a  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him;  his  opinion  of  the  fuppreffing  the  tumult  at  Bourdeaux, 
iv.  94.  of  the  French  policy  and  fuccefs,  ibid,  the  prince  of 
Oranf;e's  recovery  from  an  llluefs,  and  his  excellent  behaviour 
in  ir,  ibid. 

London,  its  inhabitants  in  great  confternation  at  the  approach 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  iii.  119,  120.  their  reafons  for 
fubmitiiug  to  him,  and  receiving  bim  with  open  gates,  121, 
the  tower  of,  when  built,  i68, 
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Lords  Hou/e,  complained  of,  iu.  162,  163.  remedies  pro* 
pofed,  163,  164. 

LorgeSf  monfieur^  takes  the  command  of  the  French  army 
on  the  death  of  marftial  Turennne,  il  313.  coodnfts  a  ikHfiil 
retreat  equal  to  a  viAory,  itut* 

Lorrain,  the  old  duke  of,  acquires  great  honour  in  an  en- 
gagement againft  the  French  near  Triers,  ii.  315.  his  heart 
broke,  and  death  occafioned  by  the  unfuccefsful  end  of  the 
campaign,  316.  his, extraordinary  unfortunate  life  and  ami- 
able charader,  316,  317.  leaves  the  fucceffion  of  that  dutchy 
to  his  nephew  prince  Charles,  ibid.  France  difputes  his  title  to 
it,  327.  anfwers  to  their  claim,  328.  tlie  confederates  infift 
on  the  right  ^f  his  claim,  ibid»  the  reditution  of  Lorraia 
abandoned  and  unprovided  for  by  the  Dutch  in  their  treaty  with 
France,  454.  is  forced  to  accept  the  terms  of  France,  468, 
is  ill  ufed  by  the  confederates,  472. 

Louvois,  monfieur,  relieves  Cbarleroy,  when  invefted  by  the 
j)rince  of  Orange,  ii.  4 16, 41 7. 

Lucauy  his  chara£ler  as  a  poet,  iii.  403. 

Lucretius,  one  of  the  greateft  philofophers  and  beft  poets, 
and  a  great  naturalift,  iii.  205. 

Lunenburgh,  the  dukes  of,  their  importance  in  the  empire, 
S.  209.  the  duke  of,  gets  great  honour  in  a  battle  againft  the 
French  near  Triers,  315.  his  prctenfions  prefcnted  to  the  me* 
diators  at  Nimeguen,  404.  the  French  evade  anfwering  them, 
ibid,  this  refented  by  the  allies,  ibid,  the  French  refufe  to 
treat  them  as  principals,  415.  the  duke  of,  fails  in  making  a 
diverfion  againft  the  French  while  the  prince  of  Orange  at* 
tempts  Charleroy,  416. 

Luxemburg^  duke  of,  commands  the  French  at  the  battle  of 
Mons,  ii.  456.  his  interview  with  the  prince  of  Orange  after 
it,  ibid. 

Luxury  and  Expence,  the  great  mifchief  of,  to  a  nation,  i. 
197. 

Lycurgus,  the  founder  of  the  Spartan  ftate,  iii.  310.  his  ex- 
cellent laws,  ibid,  whence  he  derived  his  laws  and  politicks^ 
442.  his  great  care  of  the  education  of  children,  and  other 
excellent  mftitutions,  ibid» 

M. 
Madne/s,  why  productive  of  a  long  life,  iii.  276. 
Alacenas,  his  excellent  charafter,  iii,  205. 
MacSf  river,  its  courfe,  i.  146. 
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Mdtflricht^  befieged  by  the  confederates,  ii.  359.  the  iiegc 
taifedy  after  feveral  vigorous  attacks,  360. 
*    Magick,  wherein  it  confifts,  iii.  455.  the  ancient  magick 
quite  Joft,  ibid.  . 

Mahomet^  and  the  mountain,  alluded  to,  ii.  538,  539.  a 
(hort  account  of  him^  iii*  368,  369.  the  (late  of  Arabia  in  his 
Mme,  369.  his  chief  doftrines,  370.  his  Alcoran,  how,  and 
in  what  manner  compofed,  369,  371.  the  great  and  hafty 
progrefs  of  his  opinions  and  power,  371.  his  fucceflfors,  ibid. 
bis  policy  in  engaging  difierent  fefts,  372. 

Malcolm,  king  of  Scotland,  kindly  receives  Edgar  Atheling, 
and  marries  his  Mer,  iii.  145.  encourages  and  fupports  his 
attempt  to  recover  the  crown  of  England,  146.  his  forces 
being  defeated,  he  refolves  to  go  in  perfon,  153.  meets  with 
feveral  difcouragements,  154,  155.  comes  at  lail  to  terms  of 
peace,  157. 

Man^  how  diftinguKhed  from  his  fellow  creatures,  iii.  32, 
33. •laughter  only  peculiar  to  him,  34.  his  reftlefs  and  un- 
f'atisfied  difpofition,  35.  this  the  fource  of  many  complaints, 
both  private  and  pubUck,  ibid,  its  univerfal  influence,  35,  36. 
the  bed  princes  and  trued  patriots  have  fallen  facrifices  to  it, 
ibid,  the  uncqyal  condition  of  mankind  the  occalion  of  much 
difcontent,  37,  38.  the  innocent  and  criminal  parts  of,  how 
diftinguilhed,  40,  how  changeable  in  their  difpofitions,  41, 
42.  the  leaft  worthy  moft  forward  to  get  into  publick  employ- 
ments, 42,  43.  knaves  praflife  on  the  Cmpie  and  well-mean- 
ing, 44.  feveral  of  their  artifices,  44,  45.  differences  be- 
tween thofe  of  duller  and  quicker  capacities,  134,  135.  why 
fubjeA  to  more  troubles  and  miferies  than  any  of  his  fellow 
creatures,  195.  his  condition  in  the  early  and  fimpleages,  196. 
happinefs  the  chief  objeA  of  his  enquiry,  201.  wherein  it 
coafifts,  201,  202.  what  age  of  man  fitteft  for  publick  em- 
ploymeiits,  243.  man  grows  wife  or  happy,  only  by  his  own 
thoughts,  267.  why  men  are  larger  in  mountainous  countries, 
and  cattle  fmaller,  280.  refleAions  on  the  different  ftages  and 
circumftances  of  life,  300 — 303.  who  efteemed  heroes,  and 
worfhipped  as  gods  in  the  firft  ages,  306,  307.  why  thofe 
born  in  northern  climates  more  ftrong  and  vigorous,  389.  why 
fome  arc  lefs  fearful  of  danger  than  others,  ibid,  moft  men 
apply  to  acquire  either  pleaiurc  or  profit,  394.  few  or  non« 
excel  in  all  faculties  of  mind,  459.  his  pride  is  greater  than 
his  ignorance,    460.  is  naturally  felf-fumcient,   ibid,  reflec- 

tioits 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


INDEX 

tions  on  the  dilTereat  coaditioQS  of  his  life  aod  fortaoe,  lii.  5 14 

—5^3- 

Mango  Copac, .  aod  Ccya  Mana,  thdr  fabulous  hiftory  of. 
Peru,  ill.  338. 

Marcke,  count  of,  oppofes  the  violeot  pitxxedings  of  the 
duke  of  Alva,  i.  87,  88. 

Mariners,  Dutch,  their  charafter,  i.  153,  154. 

Marriages,  mercenary  ohes,  condemned,  iii.  61.  remedies 
for  them  propofed,  ibid. 

Mary,  princeTs,  a  match  between  her  and  the  prince  d[ 
Orange  firft  propofed  to  him,  iL  294.  the  prince's  anfwer, 
ibid,  the  propofal  refented  by  the  duke,  295.  the  marriage 
agreed  on,  and  confummated,  422. 

Maurice,  prince  of  Naflau,  his  bravery,  in  his  old  age,  at 
the  battle  of  Naflau,  ii.  278*  retires  to  his  government  q£ 
Cleve,  279.  tells  Sir  William  Temple  a  remarkable  (lory  of 
a  parrot,  ibid,  ^t^  Orange. 

Mazarine,  cardinal,  his  addrefs  in  promoting  the  grandeur 
of  France,  li.  222,  223.  by  his  conquefts  in  Flanders  makes 
Cromwell  jealous  of  him,  345.  his  progre{s,  why  Aopped 
after  Cromwcirs  death,  546. 

Mechlin,  chamber  of,  applied  to  from^the  courts  of  juftice 
forrevifion,  i.  125. 

Memorial,  to  the  marquis  de  Caftel  Roderigo,  defiring  his 
intereft  to  promote  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Cbapeile,  i.  394. 

Mentz,  elefbor  of,  his  fituation  and  importance  in  the  em- 
pire, ii.  209.  joins  the  confederates  in  the  war  againft  France, 
ibid,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him,  giving  an  ap- 
count  of  the  peace  being  concluded,  i.  439.  acknpwled^ng 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  him  to  the  king,  with  his  majefty's 
anfwer  inclofed,  ii.  1.  from  the  eleftor  of  Mentz  to  Sir  WiU 
liam,  with  his  nephew  as  his  reprefentative  at  the  treaty  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  i.  509.  congratulates  Sir  William  on  the  cod- 
cludon  of  the  peace,  and  on  the  great  iufluence  and  merit  he 
had  in  it,  518. 

Merchants  and  Trade/men,  in  Holland,  their  charaAer,  i- 
154.  their  readinefs-  to  take  advantage  of  others,  ibid,  their 
honefty,  whence,  i^/ J.  regularity  in  drinking, -163.  different 
difpofi tions  of  merchants  and  foldiers,  165.  the  baits  that. 
draw  them  to  a  place,  iii.  29,  30.  how  to  be  encouraged  ia 
Ireland,.  30.  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  the  gov^aor 
and  company  of  merchant  •adventurers,  on  their  trade  to  Dort, 
and  the  many  interlopers  in  it^  iv.  90.  the  caufe^  of  this,  ibii^ 
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difficulty  of  reHorlng  it  to  its  former  ftate^  and  his  readioefs  t6 
ferve  them,  91. 

Mexico,  fome  account  of  its  ftate  uiien  iirfi  difcovered,  iii« 
336.  the  cruel  fuperftition  of  its  inhabitants,  337. 

Milejian  Tales,  fome  account  of  that  kind  of  writingi  iii» 

Jdilk  Water,  its  medicinal  virtues,  iii.  298. 

Millepedes,  the  virtues  of  in  medicine,  iii*  297. 

Minos,  fome  account  of  him,  iii.  309. 

Miferable,  who  only  to  be  accounted  fo,  ii.  224. 

Moliere,  his  dramatic  writings  ccnfured,  iii,  424. 

Molina,  count  de,  Spanifli  ambalTador,  letters  from  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  to  him,  reflefting  on  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the 
French,  and  excufing  himfelf  for  want  of  power  to  ferve  fa- 
ther Patrick,  i.  401*  acknowledging  a  letter  from  him,  and 
profeflion  of  attachment  to  his  fervice,  ii.  13.  obviating  fe- 
veral  difficulties  propofed  by  Spain  and  Sweden  againft  coming 
Into  the  treaty,  52.  a  vindication  of  the  king  and  himfelf 
from  fome  unjuft  charges  laid  to  them  by  theSpaniftiminiltry, 
56.  to  ditto  on  his  way  from  Spain  to  England/  1 40. 

Monarchies,  the  four  great  ones  ;  the  hiftory  of  them,  the 
themes  of  fchools  and  colleges,  iii.  312.  the  fcene  of  tjhem  a 
fimited  compafs  of  earth,  313.  where  and  how  bounded,. 
ibid,  four  other  monarchies,  315. 

Money,  the  power  of  coining  it  in  the  United  Provinces,, 
where  it  lies,  i.  115.  the  crying  up  any  fpecies  of  it,  when 
hurtful,  iii.  11.  the  ufeof  it,  how  introduced,  196.  thein- 
creafe  of  it  endlefs,  197. 

Monmouth,  the  chiefs  of  his  party  in  oppofing  the  court,  iU 
477.  he  and  his  party  procure  my  lord  treafurcr*s  removal, 
493.  other  alTociates  in  his  defigns,  ihid.  the  ufe  he  intended 
to  make  of  his  majefty's  great  afieflion  for  him,  ibid,  his  in- 
trigues with  lord  Shafteibury  occaflon  great  heats  in  the  houfe 
<^  commons,  501,  502,  the  king  propofes  to  fend  him  to  fup- 
prefs  a  rebellion  in  Scotland,  507.  and  to  raife  a  troop  for 
guarding  his  perfon,  508.  he  fuppreflcs  the  Scotch  rebellion j 
and  returns  in  triumph,  ibid,  his  power  at  court  incrcafes, 
509.  falls  into  difgrace,  517.  goes  over  to  Holland,  518, 
returns  to  England  without  leave,  530.  but  comes  not  to 
court,  ibid. 

Mons,  befieged  by  the  French,  ii.  443-  the  prince  of  Orange 
prepares  to  relieve  it,  444.  the  battle  of,  455,  456. 
•  Vol.  IV.  L  1  Mon^ 
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Monfagui^  Mr.  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  hii9« 
tomplaioiog  of  thcllow  payment  of  the  Spaoiih  fubiidies^ 

ii.  3^ 

Monta^^  my  lord,  letter  from  him  to  Sir  WilliamTempIe  ; 
the  Spaniards  and  Swedes  mach  obliged  to  Sir  William's  good 
offices,  ii.  192.  account  of  the  prince  bf  Conde's  eleftion  to 
the  crown  of  Poland,  ibid,  fuccours  for  Candia  to  embark  the 
end  of  that  month,  ibid^ 

Mont  Cajfel^  an  obftinate  battle  there  between  the  Frenclt 
and  Dutch,  ii.  J99.     Sep  French ^  Orange. 

MontecucuEf  commands  the  emperor's  arn^y  in  the  war  of 
the  confederates  againft  France,  ii.  304. 

Monterey^  count  de,  letter  from  Sir  Wiljiam  Temple  to 
him,  congratulating  his  acceilion  to  the  government  of  thq 
Metherlaods,  ii.  134.  recommending  the  fettlement  qt  the 
militia,  135.  letter  from  him  to  Sir  William  Temple,  195. 

Montezuma* s  Gardens,  ftupendons  in  coft  and  art,  lii.  23  r. 
not  equal  to  thofe  of  nature,  ibid,  his  tyrannical  govcmp^nt, 

336- 

Modr  Park  Garden,  the  beft  In  England;  d^fcribedj  Hi*  227^ 
228,  229. 

Mo/eSy  fome  conjeftures  concerning  his  writings,  iH,.4o8. 

Moulin^  monfieur  duj  an  agent  at  the  Hague  for  the  male« 
contents  in  England,  ii.  337.  a(ks  pardon  of  Sir  Williani, 
Temple  for  having  faid  fome  things  reflefting  on  him,  iftid. 
his  death,  338. 

Moxa,  an  account  of  it,  and  its  effq£b  in  the  cure  of  ik^ 
gout,  lii.  238 — 265.     Sec  Gout. 

Munfiery  biftiop  of,  his  charafter,  i.  131.  a  treaty  coo- 
eluded  between  htm  and  the  king  of  England,  131,  139.  let- 
ters from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him  on  a  report  of  his  mak- 
ing a  feparate  peace  with  the  Dutch,  251*  Sir  William  re-, 
monftrates  againft  his  making  a  feparat^  peace  with  the 
French  and  Dutch,  252.  remonftra^ing  againft  his  felliog  a 
part  of  his  troops  to  the  French,  260.  his  reception  of  Sir 
William,  266.  account  of  his  concluding  the  treaty  oJF  Cleve, 
2^8.  letter  from  him  to  Sir  William,  Soliciting  the  regular 
payment  of  his  fubfidy,  and  declaring  his  inviolable  attach- 
ment to  his  majefty,  469.  informs  him  of  the  difpofal  of  hjs 
troops  in  his  majefty's  fcrvice,  with  farther  profeffions  of  at- 
tachment, 472.  his  fituation  and  iq^portancc  in  the  empire, 
ii;  2X0.  remark  on  his  garden,  iit.  222. 
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Mufick^  the  power  of  it,  iii.  399.  the  ancient  mniick  and 
Its  power  quite  loft^  454. 

Myrrh,  its  virtues  in  peftilential  cafcs,  iii.  298* 

N. 

Naerdetii  a  terrible  (laughter  committed  by  the  Spaniards 
on  taking  it,  i.  89. 

Nature,  imitations  of  it  pleafing  to  the  imaginationi  iii. 
198. 

Navy^  a  good  one  of  the  greateft  importance  to  England, 
iii.  51.  dire^ions  concerning  it,  51,  52. 

NeSlarinei,  the  dilFerent  forts  of,  and  which  the  beA,  iilt 
224. 

Nieuburgi  duke  of,  his  charafter  and  civility  to  Sir  William 
Temple,  i.  264.  his  imporniDce  in  the  empire,  ii.  210.  da- 
fires  to  be  included  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  France  and 
Holland,  468.  this  is  refufed,  ibid, 

Nimeguen^  preparations  for  fettling  a  treaty  of  peace  there, 
ii.  324.  obXbru£tions  call  in  the  way  to  it  by  France,  326.  the 
congrefs  there  appears  defperate,  330.  France  yields,  but  thq 
States  raife  new  difficulties,  332.  another  objection  ftarted, 
333.  the  iituation  of  Nimeguen,  342.  the  feveral  ambafladors 
meet  there,  342,  343.  the  magiftrates  offer  the  government 
of  the  town  to  the  Englifh,  which  they  decline,  348.  regu- 
lations propofed  for  the  order  and  quiet  of  the  congrefs,  349, 

350.  objections  propofed  againft  them  by  the  French  courts 

351.  the  extent  of  the  neutral  country  agreed  on,  352,  353. 
other  points  of  ceremony,  ib.  354^  355*  the  proceedings  of 
the  congrefs  retarded  by  the  Dutch  and  other, confederates, 
J56,  357.  feveral  difputes  about  the  powers  of  the  different 
ambaffadors,  365.  a  form  erf  powers  to  be  ufed  by  them  all, 
framed  by  the  mediators,  366.  the  pope's  mediation  declined, 
ibid,  the  pretenfions  of  the  feveral  parties  delivered  to  the  me* 
diatorS|  393.  debates  about  their  refpedtive  anfwers;  403.  aa 
expedient  propofed  by  the  mediators,  ibid,  feveral  anfwers  de- 
livered in  writing,  405.  the  affembly  is  difturbed  by  difputea 
between  the  Swedes  and  Danes,  417.  the  fcene  of  the  treaty 
changed  to  London,  419,  438.  ^s  renewed  again  atNime- 
guen,  446.  a  feparate  treaty  concluded  between  the  French- 
and  Dutch,  449.  the  peace  there,  when  and  upon  what 
terms  concluded,  548. 

Ninus^  a  great  Alfyrian  hero,  his  conqueft$,  iii.  308,  309. 
what  time  he  livedo  ibid. 
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Nobles f  In  Holland,  their  power  and  influence,  1. 122.  how 
reprefented  in  the  States,  ibid,  the  infignificancy  of  nobles 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  people,  iii.  157. 

Norfolk^  earl  of,  jobs  in  a  confpiracy  againft  William  the 
Conqueror,  iii.  173, 

Normans^  feveral  of  their  migrations,  iii.  97.  give  the  name 
of  Normandy  to  the  north  parts  of  France,  ibid,  this  the  (cat 
of  the  duke  of  Normandy,  98.  they  invade  England  under 
duke  William,  113.  gain  a  great  victory  at  the  battle  of  Haft- 
ings,  116.  are  rewarded  and  fettled  in  England,  124.  partia- 
lity to  them  gives  great  difguft  to  the  Englifli,  142.  a  great 
flaughter  of  them  at  York,  147.  attempts  to  introduce  many 
of  their  cuftoms,  language,  and  laws,  163.  this  the  occafioa 
of  many  perplexities  in  the  law,  163,   164. 

Northumberland^  earl  of,  letters  from  Sir  Wil&am  Temple 
to  him,  condoling  the  death  of  his  father,  and  the  proper  u(e 
he  (hould  make  of  it,  ii.  120.  letter  from  the  carl  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam, acknowledging  his  obligations  to  him  for  his  many  good 
advices,  186. 

Norway^  almoft  defolated  by  a  plague,  iii.  449. 

Nojlredamus^  a  commentary  upon  a  quotation  from  it^  ii. 
472. 

Nitma^  the  polifher  of  the  civil  and  religious  orders  of  the 
Roman  ftate,  iii.  310. 

O. 

Odin,  the  captain  and  lawgiver  of  the  Goths,  heads  thdr 
expedition  into  the  north-weft  parts  of  Europe,  iii.  81 .  his 
progrefs,  ibid. 

,  Woden,  or  Goden,  the  firft  and  great  hero  of  the 

wcfVern  Scythians,  iii.  354,  355.    his  famous  exploits  and 
charafter,  355,    356.    fuperftitious  notions  oonoerning  it, 

357.  359- 

Odon,  bifhop  of  Bayeux  and  brother  to  AVilliam  the  Con- 
queror,  urges  him  to  violent  and  arbitrary  proceedings,  iii. 
i6r.  is  left  vicegerent  in  his  brother's  abfence,  ibid,  is  a  fe« 
cond  time  invefted  with  that  truft,  171.  difcovers  and  fup« 
prefTcs  a  dangerous  confpiracy,  174.  is  difgraced  and  im- 
prifoned  for  his  avarice  and  oppreffion,  190. 

Offices,  reafons  why  none  (hould  en}oy  more  than  one,  cither 
civil  or  military,  at  a  time,  iii.  57,  58. 

Old  Teftament^  conjectures  concerning  the  writings  of  it, 
iii.  408,  409. 

Opium^  the  ufing  it  too  much  enervates  both  the  body  and 
sind,  iii.  318.  Oracle^ 
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Oracle^  of  Delphos,  fome  account  of  it,  iii.  477.  its  great 
credit  and  riches,  ibid. 

Orange^  William  prioce  of,  joins  in  oppofing  the  violence  of 
the  Spanifli  miniftry  in  the  Netherlands,  i.  78.  aflids  in  fup- 
prefBng  fome  Jnfurreftions,  8 1 .  retires  into  Germany,  ibid* 
is  fummoned  to  take  his  trial,  84.  on  his  not  appearing,  he  is 
proclaimed  traitor  and  his  eftate  feized,  ibid,  procures  afllft- 
ance,  and  makes  a  vain  attempt  againft  the  duke  of  Alva,  85. 
makes  another  and  more  fuccefs^l  attempt,  88.  his  fuccefs 
checked  by  the  maflacre  at  Paris,  ibid,  retires  into  Holland, 
"which  he  makes  the  feat  of  war,  89.  is  chofen  protestor  by 
the  States  of  Brabant,  91*  is  the  chief  iaftrument  of  the  re- 
volt, 96.  his  great  abilides  and  qualifications  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  ibid,  an  attempt  made  on  his  life  by  a  Bifcainer,  99. 
he  is,  not  long  after,  afTafTinated  at  Delph,  ibid,  his  memory 
is  greatly  honoured,  100.  he  is  fucceeded  in  honours  and 
commands  by  his  fon 

Maurice,   i.  100.  who  is  chofen  governor  of  the 

United  Provinces,  102.  his  great  character  as  a  general^ 
ibid,  takes  feveral  places  in  the  Netherlands  from  the  Spa- 
niards, 103,  105.  makes  reprizal  for  the  lofs  of  Ollend,  106. 
his  increafing  power  creates  great  jealoufy,  109,  1 10.  the  au- 
thority of  the  princes  of  Orange  an  eflential  part  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Provinces,  137.  wherein  it  confifted, 
138,  139.  how  it  came  to  be  fliared  among  the  feveral  ma- 
giftrates  of  the  States,  139.  his  notion  of  the£ngli(h,  i68. 
the  ill  confequences  of  his  being  made  fovereign,  198,  199. 
his  power  as  ftadtholder  excluded  by  the  edifl  of  Holland 
and  Weft  Friezland,  212.  a  great  character  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  212,  213. 

is  reftored  to  the  office  and  power  of  ftadtholder 

on  the  death  of  MeiTieurs  de  Wit,  ii.  258.  refufes  great 
offers  made  him  by  the  French  king,  259.  makes  a  brave 
(land  againft  the  French  with  a  handful  of  men,  260.  con- 
.certs  an  oflenfive  war  againft  France,  261.  avoids  meeting 
with  Sir  William  Temple,  who  was  come  ambafTador  to 
mediate  a  peace,  267.  commands  the  confederates  in  an  en- 
gagement with  the  French,  272.  its  fuccefs  varioufly  reported, 
ibUL  acquires  great  reputation  by  his  intrepid  bravery  in  that 
sAion,  275.  endeavours  to  come  to  another  engagement,  276. 
H  prevented  by  the  diflenfion  of  his  officers,  277.  takes  Grave 
after  a  vigorous  refiftance,  278.  his  bravery  on  that  occafion 
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commended  J  ii.  278.  expofmg  his  pcrfon  too  mnck  ccnfnred, 
275,278.  was  the  fpirli  and  genius  of  the  whole  sdUance, 
280  is  greatly  afFv^fted  by  the  death  o^  the  young  prince  of 
Brandenburg,  283.  dbjeftions  againft  the  peace  propofed  in  a 
conference  with  bir  Wiiliam  Temple,  284,  286.  is  ftanch  la 
refuHniT  to  betray  his  friends  in  England,  287.  his  great  con- 
fidence in  Sir  William  Temple  and  diflike  to  lord  Arlington, 
292.  293.  his  anfwers  to  feveral  propofals  made  to  him  by 
lord  Arliitgtop,  294.  and  to  a  match  propofed  with  the  prin- 
cefs  Mary  by  lord  Orory,  ibid,  his  Itcady  adherence  to  his 
allies,  296.  his  fchemc  for  an  honourable  peace  communi- 
cated to  the  king  of  England,  206,  297.  his  attempt  unfuc- 
cefsful,  298,  is  offered  the  fovereignty  of  Gelderland,  which 
he  refufes,  ibid,  various  conjeftures  concerning  this,  298^- 
300.  his  intention  of  a  vifit  to  the  court  of  England  ground- 
]efs,  300,  301.  refents  an  impertinent  letter  to  him  fromloid 
Arlington,  301.  is  feized  with  the  fmall-pox,  302.  the  extra- 
ordinary concern  of  all  ranks  on  that  occafion,  ihiJ.  takes 
a  fancy  to  have  all  his  viftuals  from  Sir  William  Temple's 
houfe  during  the  difeafe,  303.  the  danger  of  this  in  {afe  of 
his  death,  ibid,  his  recovery  much  owing  to  his  great  evennefs 
of  temper  and  conftancy  of  mind,  ibiJ.  marches  to  relievo 
Eimbourg,  but  is  too  late,  308.  his  nCiarch,  how  retarded, 
ibid,  takes  and  razes  Binch,  314.  his  conference  with  Sir 
William  Temple  concerning  the  peace,  319,  320.  his  anfwcr 
to  propofals  concerning  it  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  320, 
his  great  fincerity,  and  cold  reception  of  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvias, 
323.  confers  with  Sir  William  Temple  concerning  his  mar-* 
""'^gc*  334'  l^Js  views  in  the  choice  of  a  wife,  335,  is  deter* 
inined  by  Sir  William  to  fix  on  the  princefs  Mary,  336. 
"Writes  to  the  king  and  duke  on  that  fubjeft,  337.  is  fruftratcd 
in  his  attempt  to  relieve  Bouchain,  358.  beficgcs  Maeftricht^ 
359.  behaves  with  great  bravery  there  and  is  wounded,  iiid. 
IS  forced  to  raife  the  fiege,  360.  why  he  defpaircd  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  war,  ibid,  confers  with  Sir  William  Temple  oa 
the  prefent  poflure  of  affiirs,  361.  ftnds  again  for  him,  and 
defires  him  to  write  to  the  king  to  promote  the  peace,  371. 
has  another  conference  with  him  about  it,  377.  makes  other 
propofals,  380.  is  much  diffatisficd  with  the  king's  anfwer, 
385.  farther  reafoning  about  the  peace,  386,  387.  difapprove^ 
of  new  propofals  by  the  king,  395.  prevails  on  the  Dutch  tq 
attempt  another  campaign,  398.  his  extraordinary  bravery 
^gainft  the  Fr^Ach  at  the  battlf  of  Mopt  Caflel,  399.  retreat*' 
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^th  great  Ikill,  B.  399,  400.  propofes  a  journey  to  England, 
Mrhich  is  declined  by  the  king,  407.  a  me/Tage  from  the  king, 
but  he  continues  obftinate  In  his  plan,  412.  makes  an  in* 
cffedlual  attempt  againft  Charleroy,  416,  417.  various  re- 
fleftions  upon  his  retreat  from  it,  417.  by  a  journey  to  Eng- 
land puts  a  ftop  to  the  proceedings  at  Nimeguen,  419.  his 
arrival  at  Newmarket  and  reception  by  the  king  and  duke, 
419,  420.  is  greatly  pleafed  with  the  princefs,  and  infifls  oa 
being  immediately  married,  420.  the  king  and  duke  are  for 
fettling  the  peace  firft,  ibid,  the  prince  being  obftinate,  a 
breach  is  like  to  enfue  ;  but  at  length  they  yield,  421.  the 
marriage  is  confummated  in  a  few  days,  422.  after  feveral 
debates  a  ichemeof  the  peace  iS' agreed  on,  424.  one  fent  to 
propofe  it  to  the  court  of  France,  42c.  he  and  theprincefs 
embark  for  Holland,  ibid,  difllkes  a  fcheme  of  a  peace  fent 
from  England,  427.  endeavours  in  vain  to  oppofe  a  treaty  of 
pteace  with  France,  439.  his  extraordinary  bravery  againft 
them  at  the  battle.of  Mons,  455,  456.  his  progrefs  ftopped 
by  the  account  of  the  peace,  456.  hjs  interview  with  the 
duke  of  Luxemburg,  ibid,  his  opinion  of  a  meflage  from  the 
court  of  England  to  carry  on  the  war,  462.  a  prophecy  of  his 
fucceflion  to  the  crown  of  England,  473.  fufpcfts  the  king  to 
be  a  Roman  Catholick,  476.  his  faying  to  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple on  his  b^ing  appointed  a  fecreiary  of  ftate,  490.  gives 
him  notice  of  the  duke  of  York's  difpleafure  with  him  on  the 
princefs's  account,  523.  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him ;  congratulates  him  on  his  fuccefles,  iv.  8,  9.  a  deilgn 
to  (end  Sir  William  to  Holland  to  conclude  a  treaty,  which  is 
prevented  by  their  fending  powers  to  the  Spanifh  ambafTador  to 
conclude  a  peace,  10.  the  treaty  drawn  up  by  him  and  Sir 
William,  10,  11.  letters  from  the  king  and  duke  to  the  prince, 
which  Sir  William  was  to  have  delivered  with  their  verbal 
compliments,  22.  informs  the  prince  of  his  arrival  in  Hol- 
land, and  intention  foon  to  wait  on  him,  33.  congratulating 
bis  fuccels  at  the  battle  of  SenefFe,  34.  dcfires  to  know  whe- 
ther he  (hall  cxpeft  to  receive  his  commands  at  the  Hague,  or 
wait  on  him  elfewfaere,  45.  inclofing  a  letter  from  the  king 
in  favour  of  a  lady  ;  the  duke  inclines  to  defer  the  affair  with 
him  till  the  condufion  of  the.  peace,  241.  concerning  the 
paflports  of  the  ambaf&dors  to  Nimeguen,  241,  242.  encou- 
rages the  prince  to  promote  the  peace,  ibid,  informs  him  of 
the  king's  inclination  that  he  fliould  promote  the  peace  for  his 
own  intereft^  270.  thanks  his  highnefs  for  the  offer  of  lodging 
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at  the  Hague,  iv.  271.  intercedes  for  the  promotion  of  major 
Archer  in  the  army,  ibid,  obviating  fome  mtfuoderftandiog 
between  the  king  and  the  prince  about  the  peace,  319,  320. 
informs  him,  that  JNIr.  Hyde  was  to  wait  on  him  with  ia- 
ftruftions  which  he  wilhcs  he  may  comply  with,  338,  339. 

Orange,  princefs  dowager  of,  a  (mart  repartee  of  hers  to 
the  duke  ot  Buckingham,  ii,  260.  her  death  and  exoelient 
chirafter,  317,  was  a  rcmaikable  inftancc  of  oeconomy,  317, 
318. 

Oranges f  probably  not  known  to  the  Romans,  iiL  214-  the 
excellence  of  that  fruit,  214,  215.  fome  good  ones  produced 
10  England,  219. 

Ordeal^  an  ancient  Saxon  manner  of  trial,  defcribed,  iii. 
166,  167.  is  abolifticd  by  William  the  Conqueror,  167. 

Ormond,  duke  of,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him, 
an  account  of  the  French  troops  marching  to  aflift*  the  Dutch, 
i.  236.  a  propofal  to  purchafe  part  of  the  biftiop  of  Munfter's 
troops,  271.  reflcftion  on  the  flownefs  of  the  Dutch  prepa- 
rations, 272.  on  the  meafures  proper  to  be  purfued  by  Eng- 
land, iU  229 — 239.  informs  him  of  his  going  for  Holland 
with  propofals  from  the  king  to  the  States,  iv.  345,  346. 
the  rcafOn  of  the  king's  and  duke's  hearty  refoludon  to  oppofc 
the  ambitious  views  of  France,  346,  Sir  William's  opinioa 
of  the  prefent  fituation,  347.  an  offenfive  treaty  concluded 
between  England  and  Holland  againft  France,  if  they  will  not 
fubmit  to  conditions,  368.  the  artifices  of  the  French  to  pre- 
,vent  it,  ibid,  his  proceedings  interrupted  by  the  artifice  of 
du  Crofs,  413,  414.  the  villainy  of  du  Crofs  difcovered,  and 
he  difcredited,  417.  the  bravery  of  the  prince  and  IdrdOf- 
fory  in  an  aftion  near  Mons,  418,  the  prince  informed  of 
the  peace,  ibid,  the  king  and  prince  diff^tisfied  with  the  States 
ambafladcr^s  figning  the  treaty  without  Spain,  419.  the  prince 
cenfures  the  unfteadinefs  of  the  EngUfh  court,  420.  Sir  Wil- 
liam's opinion  of  it,  421.  the  treaty  between  France  and 
Holland  ratified  on  conditions^  436,  437.  letters  from  the 
duke  of  Ormond  to  Sir  William  Temple  ;  thanks  him  for  % 
prefent  of  BrufTcIs  cambiet,  i,  478.  complains  of  an  inter- 
di<5lof  a  free  trade  between  England  and  Ireland^  i^if.  thanks 
him  for  civilities  to  his  nephew,  479,  informs  him  of  the  fup- 
pr^flion  of  fome  commotions  in  Scotland,  ibid,  congratulates 
the  fuccefs  of  his  negociations,  480.  defigns  to  fupplant  hina 
in  the  place  of  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  \  how  prevented,  ii^ 

525.  527- 

Or^heu$t 
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Orpheus,  his  myftical  theology,  whence  derived,  UK  440, 
how  diiFereBt  from  the  opinioQ  of  PythagoraSj  ibid. 

Ofiris,  fome  account  d[  him,  iii.  308. 

Ojjoryj  lord,  makes  a  voyage  to  Holland  with  lord  Arling* 
ton,  ii.  287.  propofes  to  the  prince  of  Orange  a  malch  with 
the  princefs  Mary,  294. 

OJiend^  the  long  and  remarkable  fiege  of,  i.  105,  io6. 
vhy  forced  to  furrender  though  the  communication  by  fea 
was  open,   io6. 

Oudenardy  the  prince  of  Orange  attempts  to  befiege  it,  ii. 
276.  is  prevented  by  the  French,  277. 

Overyjfell^  its  conftitution,  i.  143. 

Ovidf  his  character  as  a  poet»  iii,  405* 

P. 

Pachacamac,  the  fupreme  being  of  the  Peruvians,  their  no- ' 
tion  of  him,  iii.  306,  307. 

Pagans,  fome  account  of  the  fources  of  their  theobgy  and 
idolatry,  iii.  306,  307. 

Painters,  faid  to  have  fallen  in  lovemth  their  own  works^ 
iii.  398. 

Palatine,  EleSfor,  his  importance  and  (ituation  in  the. em* 
pire,  ii.  209.  enters  into  a  league  with  the  emperor  and 
other  princes  for  the  defence  of  the  German  Liberty,  281. 
being  provoked  at  the  ravages  of  the  French,  fends  marflial 
Turenne,  their  general,  a  challenge,  ibid,  prevails  on  feveral 
other  powers  to  join  him  in  oppofmg  them,  281,  282.  let- 
ter from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him  concerning  Philipfburg 
and  reparation  from  France  for  the  damages  he  had  fuftained 
by  the  war,  iv.  427,  428. 

Paracel/us,  intrcnduced  a  new  fcheme  of  phyfick,  iii.  284, 
472.  it  foon  fell  into  decay,  472. 

Paradi/e,  what  meant  by  that  word  in  eaftern  parts,  iii. 
207, 208.  many  different  kinds  made  by  eaftern  princes,  208. 

Paris,  the  maflacre  of,  checks  the  revolt  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries  from  the  Spaniards,  L  88. 

Parliament,  when  that  word  was  firft  ufed,  iii.  160.  whe- 
ther any  in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  uncertain^ 
1 3  6.     See  England. 

Parma,  the  duchefs  of,  made  governefs  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, i.  75,  her  mild  and  prudent  adminiAration,  76-— 83. 
ibe  k  remQv^d  from  Uj  83, 

Parma, 
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PanMf  dokfeof)  made  govern^,  i.  pa.^isintereft  ftreogth* 
cned  by  the  malecontent  party^  ibid,  greatly  reduces  the  re- 
volted provinces  by  hk  vabur  and  addr efs,  loi.  his  death, 
103. 

ParTf  his  remarkable  old  age,  iil.  275. 

Parrotf  a  remarkable  ftory  of  one,  ii.  ^79. 

Patriarchs^  what  tended  to  the  length  of  their  lives,  iii.  27 1 . 

Paulinus^  a  Koman  general,  defeats  the  reveled  Britains, 
ui.  84. 

Paulo  Padft^  his  great  charafter  as  a  modern  writer,  iii. 
484. 

Peace^  when  the  beft  time  to  make  an  advantageous  one, 
i.  1 14,  416,  444.  prqyofals  from  the  States  of  Holland  to  die 
king  about  a  treaty  of  peace,  ii.  248.  articles  agreed  on  at 
London,  250.  the  king's  mediittion  for  a  general  peace  ac- 
cepted by  the  French,  254,  261.  Sir  William  Temple  fenC 
to  propofe  it  to  the  States,  265.  the  propofal  ihifted,  266. 
difpntes  about  the  place  of  treating,  305.  is  at  laft  fixed  at 
Kimeguen,  307.  obftruAions  from  France  and  animoiities  in 
England  hinider  it,  311.  the  meeting. of  the  crongrefs,  with 
the  difpofitions  of  the  feveral  parties,  338,  339.  See  Ai-^ 
megaen. 

Peaches t  whence  firft  brought  into  Italy,  iii.  2ri.  their  an- 
ctent  name,  ibid,  which  the  beft,  and  where  produced,  218, 
219,  various  kinds  in  England,  and  which  beft,  223,  224. 
dii«£Kons  for  grafting  them,  232. 

Pears^  the  firft,  whence  firft  brought  into  Italy,  iii.  21  !• 
what  kinds  in  Eoglaod  the  beft,  225.  direAions  for  grafung 
them,  232. 

Pedantry y  whence  It  arifes,  iii.  468,  469.  the  fcom  of  it  t 
great  ftop  to  the  advancement  of  learning,  ibid. 

Peerage^  of  England,  greatly  different  from  what  it  was  in  • 
queen  Elizabeth's  time,  iir.  63 j 

P«im,  the  imperial  city  of  Cbiiia,  defcribed,  iii.  320.  the 
large  4nd  magtuficent  palace  there,  320,  321. 

Penjioner^  at  Amftendam,  his  office,-  i.  119.  of  Hdland, 
bis  office  and  greit  influeAoe  In  the  ftate,  122,- 123. 

People f  a  multitude  of^  the  natural  gronnd  of  trade,  iii.  6. 
by  what  multiplied ;  then:  numbers,  how  to  be  increafed,  $9^ 

59- 

Perault,  monfeur^  bis  apobgy  for  having  given  the  pre- 
ference of  the  modern  to  that  of  tbeaacimc  lesrniogy  iii.  474^' 

Peru, 
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.  Piru^  an  inftance  of  great^crudty  there,  lii.  337,  its  extent 
and  bounds,  ^id.  fabulous  origin  and  ancient  ftate,  338.  hif- 
tory,  laws,  cuftoms,  policy,  religioii,  &c«  338 — 347.  know- 
ledge very  early  there,  433. 

Phalatis^  his  epiftles,  one  of  the  oldeft  and  beft  books  (^, 
its  kind,  ui.  463.  a  charader  of  him  and  his  book,  ibid. 

PharifeeSy  their  doftrines,  whence  derived,  iii,  493. 

Philips  of  Burgundy,  the  firft  who  united  Uie  feventeea  pro- 
vinces, i.  73.  his  charaAer  and  wife  adminiAration,  ^S^  74* 

11.  reduced  the  Low  Countries  under  a  fubordinatc 

governn^nt,  i.  75.  he  greatly  provokes  them  by  his  arbitrary 
proceeding^,  83^.  84.  his  fcheme  for  recovering  them  to  the 
•  obe4iepc^  o£  Si;aiQ,,io4.  his  death,  106. 

;  '  ,  king  of  France,  inftigates  Robert,  fon  of  Willian 
the  Conqueror,  to  fet  up  in  Normandy  independent  of  his  ifa- 
ther,  iii.  177,  I79«:this  the  firft  occafion  of  his  war  with 
England,  182.  his  fcoiF  on  William's  iicknefs^  with  the  an- 
fwcrtoit,  184, 185. 
.  Philipjhurgy  taken  by  the  Imperialifts,  li.  360. 

Philology  f  not  allowed  tol>e  a  fcience,  iii.  490, 

Philqfophers  Stoncy  the  fearch  after  it  ridiculed,  iii.  489, 490* 

Philofophy^  how  introduced  into  the  world,  iii.  199.  natural 
philofophy  of  fmall  importance,  ibid,  is  exploded  by  three  of 
the  greateft  and  wifcft  men,  200.  various  fruidefs  enquiries  ia 
ity  ibid,  wherein  chiefly  deficient,  aoi.  the  agreement  much 
better  in  moral  philofophy,  ibid,  what  the  chief  objeA  of  it, 
ibid,  why  philofophers  are  averfe  to  publick  employments^ 
205,  206.  and  v/hf  inoft  commonly  long  livers,  278,  279. 

Phenicians,  their  origin,  iii.  440,  441.  famous  for  learning 
and  navigation,  ibid, 

PhyJicianSf  pra£life  leaft  on  themfelves  or  their  friends,  iii« 
248.  are  chiefly  employed  in  great  cities  or  populous  coun- 
tries, 281.  what  the.  proper  uieof  phyfick>  ibid,  the  ufe  of 
it,  by  whom  introduced,  282,  was  long  unknown  at  Babylon 
and  at  Rome,  ibid,  phyficians  were  banifhed  Rome  many 
years,  ibid,  the  antiquity  and  progrefs  of  phyfick,  283,  fe« 
veral  attacks  on  the  pro&ffion,  285.  phyficians  have  fre* 
quently  the  moft  learning,  ibid,  their  profefiioa  as  certain  as 
thofe  of  divinity  or  law*  ibid.- the  defers  in  this  fcience,  286* 
the  ufe  of  fimples  and  fpecific  remedies  too  much  negk^ed, 
ibid,  the  great  advantages  qf  keeping  a  regifter  of  their  reme-- 
4ksi  itid.  fo<ne  of  tb^  HoiSian  praties  r^Qonuneaded,  ibid. 
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cfiffer  fomctimes  greatly  ia  opinion,  Hi.  291,  292.  "what  the 
fafeft  and  mod  prudent  courfe  for  a  phyfician  to  follow,  292. 

Pz(^/,  fonie  account  of  them,  iii.  78. 

Picus  de  MiranduLiy  a  fovereiga  prince  in  Italy,  a  prodigy 
of  learning,  iii.  466,  467. 

Plants,  feveral  of  excellent  ufc  as  medicines,  iii.  293. 

Plato,  one  of  the  firft  philofophers  whofe  works  have  ef- 
caped  the  injuries  of  time,  iii.  444. 

Pleafurey  the  danger  of  indulging  it  to  cxcefs,  iii.  275. 

Pliny,  the  moft  learned  of  the  Romans,  his  tedimony  of 
the  uncertainty  and  weaknefs  of  human  knowledge,  iii.  501. 

Platighing,  a  barbarous  method  of  it  in  Ireland,  iii.  20. 

Plumbs y  from  whence  brought  into  Italy,  iii.  212.  many 
difierent  kinds  of  them,  ibid»  what  forts  the  beft  in  England, 
225. 

Poetry^  the  fame  as  wit  in  the  Runick  language,  iii.  395. 
vfhj  called  divine,  ibid,  has  been  generally  reckoned  fuper« 
fiatoral,  395,  396.  this  abfurd,  ibid^  painting,  mufick,  and 
eloquence  combined  in  it,  398,  399.  is  debafed  by  the  ro- 
mantic accounts  of  it,  400.  what  the  true  and  natural  fource 
of  poetry,  401.  the  infpiration  of  it,  \vhy  afcribed  to  Apollo» 
ibid,  invention  the  mother  of  it,  ibid,  great  application  ne- 
ccflary  to  its  improvement,  ibid,  feveral  requifitcs  to  pcrfeftir, 
401,  402.  who  entitled  to  the  charafter  of  poet,  403.  the 
two  bed  poets  compare.d,  ibid,  high  encomium  on  Homer  and 
his  poetry,  404.  French  criticks  on  it  cenfured,  ibid,  the  ab* 
fyrdity  of  confining  it  torules,  404,  405.  the  only  right  ule 
of  rules  in  it,  405.  who  only  deferve  that  name,  406.  was 
the  nK>ft  ancient  of  all  writings,  ibid,  feveral  proofs  of  this, 
406,  407.  objedtion  againft  this  anfwered,  409.  more  eafily 
committed  to  memory,  ibid,  what  the  original  fubjefh  of  po-  . 
ctry,  410  changes  that  have  happened  in  it,  411.  its  decay 
followed  that  of  the  Roman  empire,  412,  its  gradual  de- 
orcafe,  413,414.  its  drefs  during  the  barbarous  times,  ib.^-^ 
419.  who  its  iirft  reformers,  4 1 9.  corruptions  of  the  modem, 
^  feveral  kinds  of,  420,  421.  ftate  of  the  English  poetry,  423. 
poetry  in  high  edeera  from  the  earlieft  times,  427,  428.  the 
excellency  of  poetry,  and  mufick  fell  with  the  Romans,  428* 
are  ftill  and  ever  wiU  be  efleemed  by  the  better  part  of  man* 
kind,  429.  the  French  only  pretend  to  vie  with  the  ancient 
poetry,  452.  this  ill  founded,  ibid,  tranflations,  VirgiPs  laft 
eclogue,  529 — 535.  Horace,  lib.  iv.  ode  7.  535,  536.  ode  13. 
53^>  537*  lib.  iii.  ode  29.  539 — 542.  Horace,  543.  Tibul- 
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lus,  lib.  iv.el.  2.  111.  543,  544.  verfes  Writ  upon  the  approach 
of  thclhorc  of  Harwich,  begun  under  the  maft,  537, '539. 

Pomegranates^  whence  named  and  brought  into  Italy,  iii.  211, 

Pomponej  monfieur,  letter  from  Sir  WiJliam  Temple  to  him 
concerning  thepaflports  for  the  feveral  plenipotentiaries  to  meet 
atNimeguen,  iv,  152.- 

Poor,  the  great  importance  and  advantage  of  taking  proper 
care  of  them,  iii.  54. 

Pope,  his  mediation  at  the  treaty  of  Nlmcguen  rejeftcd  by 
feveral  of  the  parties,  ii.  392.  is  let  afide,  393.  his  nnncto 
arrives  at  Nimeguen,  404.  all  commerce  with  him  declined 
by  the  miniftefs  of  proteftant  princes,  405. 

Port/mouth,  duchefs  of,  joins  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  party 
againft  the  lord  treafurer,  it.  493- 

Portugaly  prince  regent  o^,  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple 
to  him  in  anfwer  to  an  acknowledgment  of  fervice  done  x6 
him  by  Sir  William,  ii.  79. 

Precedency,  among  crowned  heads,  difputes  concerning  it, 
368, 369.  SirWilliamTemple*s  prudence  on  thatoccafion,37o. 

Princes,  their  great  influence  and  duty  in  the  world,  iii.  31. 
their  difficult  fituation,  41,  42.  princes  and  minifters  of  ftatc 
to  be  pitied  rather  than  envied,  46.  direflions  for  their  con- 
duft,  46,  47.  are  often  in  moft  danger  when  they  thmk  them* 
felves  the  fafeft,  171.  the  ill  confequences  of  mif- timing  their 
councils,  175, 

Privy  Seal,  lord,  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him  ; 
reafons  for  the  Dutch  being  earneft  for  a  peace,  iv.  51,  52. 
the  difpofitioQ  of  Spain  to  it,  52.  and  of  the  emperor  and 
princes  of  the  empire,  53.  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  54.  of 
a  fecret  tampering  with  France,  54,  55. 

Procurator,  letter  from  Sir  WilJiam  Temple  to  the  procu- 
rator of  Holland  upon  the  rights  of  ambafladors,  ii.  1 55. 

Prophecy,  a  remarkable  one  concerning  the  peace,  ii.  340. 
refleftion  on  it,  341.  concerning  the  prince  of  Orange's  ac-* 
ceflion  to  the  crown  of  England,  473.  not  an  excellence  of 
nature  or  art,  but  an  immediate  gift  of  Gdd,  iii.  304. 

Providence,  the  great  influence  of,  in  deciding  the  fate  of 
cations,  i.  210,  211. 

Provinces y  United,  the  rife  of  that  commonwealth,  i.  64. 
when  and  by  whom  united,  73.  foreign  troops,  by  whom  in- 
troduced among  them,  74.  are  made  a  fubordinatc  govern- 
ment, 75.  feveral  caufes  of  their  averfion  to  the  Spaniards, 
75?  7^  procure  a  difmlffion  of  the  Spaniih  troops,  76.  make 
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grtftt  oppofitioii  to  a  imikber  <^  new  biihops  impo^  apos 
theoiy  i.  76,  77.  maay  of^lbe  reformed  fly  thitbcr  froa  per- 
fecuitioos  10  other  coantrie$»  iUd.  this  makes  many  coaTerts 
and  work  for  the  ioqaifitioa^  77,  78.  the  extirpatioo  of  he«^ 
refy  attempted  by  the  inquilltion,  79,  80.  aU  ranks  of  peo- 
ple oppefe  ehis^  80.  aadgiTes  the  &ft  rife  to  the  revolt  of  the 
Low  Countries,   81.  other  caufes  concarring  to  it,  89.  they 
make  an  agreeaMOt  with  the  prince  of  Orange  to  expel  aU 
foreign  foldiers,  90.  attempts  in  confequence  of  this,  ittd.  the 
original  frame  and  couftitutioB  of  the  commonwealth,  92, 93* 
this  (igned  by  the  prince  of  Orange  and  by  feveral  cities,  94. 
the  dominion  of  thrm  offered  to,  and  rdfuf<^,  both  by  England 
and  France,  95.  are  opprefled  by  the  abfoluienefs  of  their 
magtftraies,  and  drove  to  de(perate  refolutions,  95*  96.  the 
true  ipringa  <^  dieir  levolt,  96.  and  of  the  growth  of  the 
commonwealth,  97.  the  reformed  religion  eftabliihed  in  ail 
the  provinces,  99.  have  great  hopes  cl  afliftance  from  Eog* 
land,  100.  are  reduced  to  great  difirefs  by  the  doke  of  Par- 
ma,  101.  fne  (or  fucconrs,  and  ofier  their  dominion  to  qneen 
£lizabeth.  Hid.  are  fumifhed  with  great  fnpplies  of  men  and 
money  by  her,  iltid.  fwear  obedience  to  the  Englifii  general 
as  their  governor,  iUJ.  dieir  gratitude  to  qneen  Elizabeth, 
102.  are  courted  to  make  peac^  and  treated  as  free  States,  by 
Spain,  107.  a  general  averfion  to  a  peace  with  Spain,  io8l 
political  reafons  for  this,  108 — no.  their  independency  ac- 
knowledged by  Spaio,  and  a  truce  concluded  for  twelve  yearsi 
100.  particular  refpeft  fliewn  to  the  Englilh  ambaflador,  iSiiL 
their  good  underftancbng  with  Henry  IV.  of  France,  1 1 1.  ob* 
fervation  on  the  beginning  and  fettlement  ofthelrgovernmeat^ 
iUd.  a  fre(h  rupture  with  Spaio,  how  prevented,  113,  114. 
not  properly  a  commonwealth,  but  a  confsderacy  for  mutual 
defence,  114,  115.  the  main  ingredients  of  the  compofition 
of  their  government,  115.  the  ancient  fkte  of,  veryflu£hi« 
ating  and  little  known,  iii.  450.     See  DuUb  and  Holland. 

Prujean,  Dr.  a  humorous  account  of  his  being  oonfulted 
concerning  a  yoi&g  lady,  ii.  475. 

Ptolemy,  a  vaft  number  of  books  in  his  library,  iii.  432. 
PuttejL,  the  ruart  of,  eldeft  brother  .to  Monfieur  de  Witt^ 
accufed  of  a  defign  upon  the  prince  of  Orange's  life,  ii.  257* 
is  fentenced  to  be  baoiAied,  ibid,  he  and  his  brother  are  tora 
tp  peces  by  the  mob  at  the  Hague,  258. 

PphagoraSf  his  excelient  rule  for  a  happy  life,  ii.  5^2.  hia 
diaratier  vindicatedi  476,  477*  wa$  the  founder  of  the  Gre- 
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dan  philoToph;  and  Italick  k€t,  iii.  436.  his  great  cKaraT1:er 
and  improvements,  ikid.  the  golden  veries  a&ribed  ta  him 
fpuriuus,  ibid,  whether  he  left  any  writings,  iiQcertain,  Hid. 
his  travelling  and  great  labour  to  aciquire  l^nowjsdge,  437. 
whence  his  philofophy  and  notions  of  tranfiB^ratioQ  derived, 
437—440- 

^ixot,  Don,  the  moft  excelient  compofitioa  of  fetir^  afid 
ridicule  that  h^  or  vrill  appear,  iii.  422.  ia  author  the  chief 
of  the  Spanifh  writers,  464.  a  cenfure  of  it  by  an  ingenioai 
^niard,  469. 

R. 
SifbekiSf  the  father  o£  ridi^^,  his  cbaraAer,  iu.  42^% 
A^^^in/Vtf/ learning,  amongfl:  the  Jews^  of  little  nfe,  iii*494* 
Racine,  monfieur,  his  fatire  on  his  countrymen  who  prafier 
the  moderq  to  th^  ancient  leanung,  iii*  474b 
'.  ^gjfi^Th  PuhliQhy  of  land,  the  gr€a£  advaata^  of  theniy 
Si*  53-  objcAion  againA  tkem  anfwered^  54.     * 

Religion,  tji^t  of  the  reformed  eftablifiied  m  ^he  United 
provinces,  i.  99,  171.  variety  of  religion  in  different  conn* 
t^Ies,  the  opcr^ticHi  of  the  divine  will  and  providence,  i^ji* 
yi\}2X  the  great  and  general  ends  of  aU  rdigion,  1 72^  1 73*  to 
gromoce  x^\\gv>a  without  a;avi&ion,  abfupd,  ibid^  and'to  pu^ 
"height  on  dubious  poims»  174.  was.oneof  the  firft  canfes  of 
tjie  revolt  of  the  Low  Cguntciffs,  ibid^  tShSt  of  the  &ft  per- 
l^cution  of  the  reformed  in  Germany^  1.75.  what  promoted 
the  reformed  religion  io  the  Seven  Proiunices,  175, 176.  Ro- 
ipan  Catholicks,  why  exi:epted  from  the  profe^lionof  the  laws 
in  Holland,  177,  178.  on  what, conditiona  tolerated,  178; 
authority  in  point  of- religion  unreafonable,  rSo.  why  lefs 
Hurtful  in  Holland  than  in.  other  places,  182.'  contrpverfies  iit 
religion  a.  hindrance  to  the  advancemflntof  learning,  iii»  465> 
ReufUyn^  one  of  the  reftorers  of  the  Latin  tongue  in  Eu* 
rppe,  iii.  452.  .    . 

Revennes,  of  .^oifterdami  foipe  accoutat  of  them,  i.  1205^ 

Il2X. 

RAime,  wbeqoe  that  ^ord  derived,  iii.  414.  • 

Rhine  J  river,  its  ancient  coarfe,  i,  146. 

Riches,  judicious  remarks  on  them,  i.  160,  194*  thefoun* 
dfition  of  the  riches  of  Holland,  195,  X96.  inftances  of  their 
being  defpifed  by  many,  iii.  267.  doubtful  M^bether  among 
the  goods  or  evils  of  life,  268,  are  dcftruftive  of  thcprofpen 
nty  Qf*  Wintry,  467, 468. 

Richlieu, 
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RichlieUj  cardinal,  a  chief  prcnnoter  of  the  grandear  of 
France,  ii.  222>  223.  jdanned  the  conqaeft  of  Flanders  by 
the  French,  544.  promoted  the  rebellion  againft  king  Charles  I* 
ih  Scotland,  545*  the  intention  of  his  academy,  iii.  423. 

Ridicule f  a  check  to  the  advancement  of  learning,  iii.  470. 
18  too  much  the  itch  of  our  age  and  climate,  ibid. 

RoaneZf  duke  de^  letter  from  him  to  Sir  William  Temple, 
complaining  of  the<x>ntinuationof  hoftilities,  and  that  he  had 
not  r^ular  information  of  the  peace  to  put  a  flop  to  them, 
i-  519. 

Robberies  and  Thefts^  the  fanguinary  laws  againft  them  con* 
demned,  iii.  55.  other  methods  to  prevent  them,  56. 

Jiobert^  duke  of  Normandy,  father  of  William  the  Con- 
queror, fome  remarkable  anecdotes  of  bis  hifiory,  iii.  103, 
104,  105. 

^,  eldeft  ion  of  William  the  Conqueror,  fets  up  for 

independency  in  the  dukedom  of  Normandy,  iii.  177.  hischa- 
ra£ler,  ibid,  is  encouraged  by  the  French  king,  ibid,  pre* 
pares  to  oppofe  an  invafion  by  his  father  and  the  Englifh,  178, 
overthrows  his  father  in  an  ewagement,  ibid,  their  remark' 
able  reconciliation  on  that  occafion,  178,  179.  is  inftigated 
by  the  French  to  a  frefh  revolt,  ibid,  upon  his  father's  appear- 
ance is  again  reconciled  to  him,  180.  is  brought  to  England 
with  his  rather,  and  ient  to  war  againft  the  Scots,  ibid,  fent 
again  to  Normandy,  and  his  brother  aflbciated  with  him  in 
the  government,  181.  takes  meafures  with  the  French  king 
to  diveft  his  brother,  182.     Stt  Henry. 

Rochefter^  bifhop  of,  a  letter  of  compliments  from  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  to  him,  iv.  328. 

Rwnan  ftate,  tlie  original  form  of  it,  i.  34.  the  ruin  of  it, 
whence,  35.  a  charafter  of  the  Hollanders  by  the  old  Ro- 
man writers,  164.  the  policy  of  the  Romans  in  giving  Latin 
terminations  to  barbarous  names  of  places,  iii.  71.  Inftances 
of  this,  ibid,  their  firft  invafion  dF  Bijtain,  76,  83.  their  fe- 
cond  expedition  there,  83.  get  the  better  after  feveral  hard 
ftruggles,  83,  84.  their  policy  in  introducing  their  laws  and 
cuftoms,  ibid,  build  fome  walls  and  forts  there,  85.  after 
many  various  encounters  are  forced  to  quit  theifland,  86.  are 
tmabte  to  aflift-  the  Britons  when  fued  to  for  fuocours,  87.. 
upon  the  fail  of  the  Roman  empire  all  learning  was  buried  in 
its  ruins,  iii.  450.  the  Roman  language,  when  in  its  purity, 

463,  464* 

Rwutficis^ 
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Romances,  aa  ancient  kind  of  writing,  iii.  411.  a  kind  of 
poetry  in  profc,  ibid,  what  the  moft  ancient  of  that  kind, 
ibid,  the  beft  of  the  moderns,  412, 

Romulus^  the  founder  of  the  Roman  city  and  ilate,  iii.  310. 

RoulyXht  leader  of  the  Normans  into  Normandy,  iii.  105, 
on  what  condition  he  obtained  that  duchy,  ibid, 

Rj&ufillony  the  ftate  of  affairs  there  at  the  time  of  the  ncgo- 
dation  of  a  general  peace,  ii.  281. 

Ruart.     ^ttPutten.. 

Rue,  the  ufe  of  it  as  a  medicine  recommended,  iii.  294. 

Runic  charaftcr,  fome  conjcftures  concerning  it  and  its  in- 
ventor, iii.  355,  356,  414.  the  Runic  poetry  decried,  and  its 
.  characters  abolifticd,  400,  401.  this  a  great  lofs  to  northern 
hiftory,  401.  their  writings  were  moft  in  verfe,  407.  and 
writers  called  by  different  names,  414.  many  various  kinds  of 
Runes,  415.  fome  of  their  different  conftruftions,  z^/W.  what 
their  common  vein  and  fubjefts,  415,  416.  were  fupported  by 
endiantments,  ibid,  fome  remains  of  this  poetry  among  the 
Irifti,  418. 

RuJJelj  lord,  heads  the  party  that  promoted  the  exclufioa 
biU,  ii.  532.  carries  it  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  533. 

Ruvigny,  moifieur  de,  fent  to  learn  the  intentions  of  the 
French  concerning  a  propofed  peace,  ii.  436.  returns  without 
a  fatisfying  anfwer,  ibid. 

Rtiyter,  monfieur  dc,  killed  in  aa  engagement  with  the 
French  fleet,  ii.  330. 

S. 

Sadducees^  their  notions,  and  whence  derived,  iii.  493. 

Saffron,  much  commended  as  a  medicine,  iii.  294. 

Sage,  commended  as  an  excellent  medicine^  iii.  293.  is  car- 
ried in  great  quantities  to  the  Indies,  ibid. 

Salinas,  don  Bernard  de^  minifter  from  Spain  in  England, 
endeavours  to  make  a  difference  between  the  king  and  parlia- 
ment, ii.  401.  is  ordered  to  depart  (he  kingdom,  ibid. 

Sanchez,  Alonzo,  faid  to  have  firft  difcovered  America,  iii. 

335- 

Sonde,  marquis  of,  an  ambaflador  at  Madrid,  ffiot  dead  ia 
the  ftreets  there,  i.  487. 

Sandwich,  earl  of,  a  letter  from  him  to  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple ;  he  informs  him,  that  the  treaty  was  figned  at  Madrid, 
and  of  fome  removes  at  that  court,  1.  485.  his  intended  jour- 
ney from  Madrid  to  Portugal,  and  Mr.  Godolphin's  return 
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from  thence  to  Eaglandy  i.  486.  fome  occarrences  ia  Spala 
and  Portugal,  486,487.    '  m' 

Saracens^  carried  fpoils  of  learning  along  witn  their  coii- 
queAs,  iii.  451.  the  good  efFeAs  of  it,  ibid. 

Saturn^  who,  iii.  307. 

Saville,  Sir  George,  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  bim ; 
a  fnrmife  of  a  new  difference  between  Spain  and  France,  i. 
312.  refleftion  on  the  calm  ftate  of  the  court  of  Rome,  ibid. 
letter  from  him  to  Sir  William  ;  his  opinion  of  the  French, 
468.  intreats  the  continuance  of  his  friendftip,  with  fome  re- 
flexions on  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  471. 

Saxons,  whence  fo  called,  i.  143.  their  ancient  feats,  ibid. 
feveral  of  their  cuftoms  ftill  remaining  in  England,  144.  their 
origin,  iii.  87.  are  called  to  aflift  the  Britons  againft  the  Pifts, 
.88.  they  arrive  and  fettle  in  Britain,  89.  two  Saxon  king- 
doms eftabliflied  there,  ibid,  their  invafions  of  the  Britons, 
8^,  90.  and  treachery  to  them,  91.  bring  over  great  numbers 
of  their  countrymen,  among  whom  were  the  Angles,  ibid. 
fee  England  ;  fubdue  the  whole  province,  and  eftablifh  fevea 
kingdoms  in  it,  ibid,  drive  moft  of  the  Britons  into  Wales 
and  Cornwall,  92.  reduce  the  reft  to  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  93. 
fall  out,  and  have  many  fierce  wars  among  themfelvcs,  ibid. 
obfcure  accounts  of  theie,  94.  they  firft  eftabliftied  England 
into  a  kingdom,  ibid,  and  introduce  their  laws,  cuftoms, 
titles,  &c.  94,  95.  and  their  religion,  95,  96.  memoirs  of 
them,  how  ftill  preferved,  96.  the  great  fimplicity  and  plain* 
nefs  of  their  ancient  laws,  163,  164.  the  general  good  cha- 
racter of  their  kings,  191.  the  fimplicity  and  plainnefs  of  their 
times  and  cuftoms,  ibid. 

Saxony,  eleftor  of,  his  importance  in  the  empire,  ii.  209. 

Scheld,  river,  its  iflue  and  courfe,  i.  146. 

Scotland,  a  reScllion  breaks  out  there,  ii.  507.  confultations 
about  fuppreffing  it,  507, 508.  is  foon  quelled  by  forces  under 
the  duke  of  Monmouth,  ibid, 

Scots,  their  origin,  iii.  78.  the  northern  parts  of  Ireland,  as 
well  as  of  Britain,  called  Scotland,  ibid,  by  whom  firft  {o 
called,  94.  their  attempts  in  favour  of  Edgar  Atheling,  ijo— 
157,  kc  Malcolm;  the  Englifti  language,  when  introduced 
into  Scotland,  165. 

Scout,  at  Amfterdam,  his  office,  L  119. 

Scythians,  invade  the  northern  parts  of  Britain  and  Irefaod^ 
iii.  78,  arguments  to  prove  their  invafion,  79,  8o*  the  fitn- 
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adon,  dlvifion,  and  boaDdaries  o£  Scythia,  ill.  347^  348.  an* 
clent  ftace,  aod  feveral  conqueftsy  348,  349, 

Sea^  changes  its  courfe,  advancing  on  one  coaft  and  yield* 
ingon  anoiher,  i.  145.  the  dominion  of,  whejQ  firA  claimed  by 
the  crown  of  England,  iii.  99. 

Seneffcy  a  battle  there  between  the  confederates  and  the 
French,  i.  272,  fuccefs  of,  dubious,  and  varioufly  reported, 
ibid,  a  particular  account  of  it,  275, 

SerinchampSy  monfieur,  envoy  for  Lorrain  at  the  treaty  of 
Nimeguen,  ii.  327.  his  arguments  for  prince*  Charies's  right  to 
that  duchy,  327,  328. 

SefoJlriSi  a  great  Aflyrian  hero,  his  conquefts,  iii.  309.  his 
ftory  very  obfcure,  ibid. 

Shafujburyy  carl  of,  his  flittfBing  charafter,  ii,  286.  is  fuf- 
pcfted  gf  promoting  feditious  fchemes,  287.  violently  oppofcs 
thp  miniftry,  309.  joins  the  duke  of  Monmouth  in  oppofing 
the  court,  477.  is  named  by  the  king  for  prefident  of  the 
new  council,  496.  is  much  oppofed  by  Sir  William  Temple* 
ibid,  endeavours  to  bring  the  council  into  difcredit,  and  joins 
the  duke  of  Monmouth,  497.  does  much  mifchief  in  publick 
affairs,  498,  502,  507,  512.  is  turned  out  of  the  council,  518; 
his  father  endeavours  to  indame  the  nation,  521,  530.  pre- 
ients  the  duke  of  York,  at  the  king*s>bench,  as  a  recufant, 
530.  the  efre<5l  of  this  on  the  publick,  ibid,  his  bold  vaunt  to 
the  earl  of  Eflex,  530,  531. 

Sheen^  Sir  Jantes,  his  projeft  with  the  earl  of  Eflex  to  get 
htm  promoted  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  ii.  526.  how 
fruftrated,  527. 

Sierburn^  an  Englifhman,  a  remarkable  decifion  in  his  fa* 
vour  Bgainft  Warren,  a  Norman,  iii.  134. 

Ships,  two  prodigious  ones  of  antiquity,  iii.  280. 

Sicily t  abandoned  by  the  French,  ii.  438,  ' 

Sidney,  colonel  Algernon^  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple 
to  him,  promifing  to  forward  forae  letters  from  him,  and  re^ 
greeting  his  being  fo  far  out  of  the  reach  and  correfpondence 
of  his  friends,  i.  284. 

,  Sir  Philip,  commended  as  thegrcateft  poet  and  beft 

genius  among  the  moderns,  iii.  412. 

,  Mr.  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him ;  in- 
forms him  of  his  being  fent  for  to  England,  and  frequent  con« 
ferences  with  the  king  about  the  plan  of  a  peace,  Iv.  100'.  this 
muft  be  determined  by  the  event  of  the  campaign,  ibid,  con- 
gratulating his  happy  fituation  at  Lyons,  122.   the  prefent 
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pofturc  of  affiiks,  with  coojeaurcs  as  to  the  events  of  thcoor, 
iv.  123. 

Silvius,  Sir  Gabriel^  fcnt  as  a  perfon  of  truft  by  the  kmg  to 
the  prince  of  Orange,  ii.  323.  the  intention  of  this,  how 
fruftrated;  323,  324. 
.    Snow,  an  extraordinary  ftonn  of,  11.  47a. 

Soi/f  the  importance  of  it  for  a  good  garden,  iii.  221. 
Varro*s  advice,  as  to  a  bad  foil,  221,  222.  wUch  the  beft  foU, 

222* 

Solomon,  his  carious  gardens,  iii.  209. 

Soot,  or  Smuttine/s,  in  fruit-trees,  how  to  cure,  iii.  233,234. 

South,  parts  of  the  world,  why  viery  little  known,  iii.  457, 
458. 

Spain,  its  former  greatnefs,  ii.  215.  the  occafions  of  its  de- 
cay, 216.  its  intereft  and  importance  with  refpeft  toother 
powers  in  Europe,  216 — 218.  their  prctenfions  at  the  treaty 
ofNimeguen,  383.  their  unaccountable  negligence  in  aban- 
doning Flanders,  400.  their  miniflers  in  England  foment  heats 
in  the  parliament,  401.  are  under  a  neceffity  to  make  peace 
with  France,  454.  the  remarkable  temperance  and  fobriety  of 
the  Spaniards,  iii.  274, 

Spencer,  his  charafter  as  a  poet,  iii.  419,  420. 

Spleen,  whence  it  proceeds,  i.  169.  the  Dutch,  why  not 
fubjeft  to  it,  169,  i7o«  England,  why  faid  to  be  the  regioa 
of  it,  iii.  426.  its  bad  effefts,  426,  427. 

Stafford,  lord,  the  fpring  of  his  profecution,  ii.  533. 

Staremberg,  count,  taken  prifoncr  at  the  battle  of  Senefic, 
i.  276.  a  joke  of  his  on  that  occafion,  tbid. 

States,  of  Holland,  their  times  and  place  of  meeting,  i.  123. 
their  buflnefs  at  different  times,  ibid,  how  called  on  extraor- 
dinary occafions,  ibid,  method  of  proceeding,  123,  124. 
meetings,  on  what  occafion  firft  appointed,  126.  comparifon 
of  a  (late  to  a  fhlp,  howjuft,  iii.  65.  the  fatal  conlequenees 
of  their  divifions,  66. 

Statues,  extraordinary  inilances  of  the  adniration  of  them, 
iii.  398,  399. 

Stetin,  takenby  theeleftorofBrandenburgh,  iii.  430. 

Stigand,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  joins  Edgar  Athclingia 
Scotland  againft  William  the  Conqueror,  iii.  145.  is  taken 
prifoner  and  deprived  by  that  prince,  150. 

Stoicks,  their  notions  of  happinefs,  iii.  202. 

Stomach,  remedies  fordiforders  of  it,  ilL  298, 
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Strafhurgy  blfliopof,  his  charafter,  ii.  210.  is  in  the  interefts 
of  France,  ibid. 

Stratman,  monfieur,  one  of  the  Imperial  ambafiTadors,  ar- 
rives at  Nimeguen  to  attend  the  treaty,  ii.  396.  difputes  with 
the  French  about  the  ceremonial,  397. 

Subje6lion^  the  origin  of  it,  i.  46,  47, 

Siieviy  fome  account  of  that  people,  iii.  87.    See  Saxons. 

Suffolk,  earl  of,  joins  in  a  confpiracy  againft  William  the ' 
Conqueror,  iii.  173. 

Sunderland^  lord,  joins  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  party 
iigainft  the  lord  treafurer,  ii.  493.  approves  of  the  fchcme  of 
a  new  council,  495.  joins  in  confidence  to  confult  with  Sir 
William  Temple,  &c.  499.  is  ftruck  out  of  the  council,  540. 
reafons  for  this,  540,  542.  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple 
to  him,  in  anfwer  to  two  from  his  lordftiip,  recalling  him  from 
Holland  ;  the  prince  of  Orange  defires  him  to  go  without 
taking  notice  of  his  abfolute  revocation,  Sir  William's  reafons 
for  being  of  the  fame  opinion,  463,  464.  congratulating  him 
on  a  new  employment,  and  his  fatisfa6tion  with  publick  af- 
fairs, 464,  465. 

Surinam^  the  dlfpute  about  it  between  the  Englifli  and  the 
Dutch  of  little  confequence,  ii.  235. 

Swancy  king  of  Denmark,  lands  with  a  great  force  in  Eng- 
land, to  revenge  the  treacherous  maflacre  of  his  countrymen 
there,  iii.  100.  his  fuccefs,  ibid. 

Sweden,  the  nature  of  its  government,  ii.  211.  their  in- 
tereft  and  importance  with  regard  to  Germany,  ibid,  and 
Holland,  212.  to  France  and  Spain,  ibid,  to  England,  213. 
the  Swedes,  at  the  infligation  of  France,  invade  the  duke  of 
Brandenburgh's  dominions,  284.  the  effefts  of  this  inroad, 
ibid,  they  begin  to  ravage  the  country,  302.  the  States  refufe 
to  receive  memorials  from  the  Swedifh  ambaflador,  ibid.  are. 
«arneft  in  their  purfuit  of  peace,  362.  their  high  pretenfions 
to  precedency,  368.  difputes  between  ihcm  and  the  Danes 
like  to  break  off  the  conferences  at  Nimeguen,  417,  4i8<. 
fufpeftcd  of  making  a  feparate  treaty  with  France,  418. 

Swift,  dean,  his  preface  to  the  third  part  of  the  Memoirs, 
H.  483 — 487.  to  the  firll  edition  of  the  Mifcellanea,  part  3. 

Si.  3^- 

T. 

Tale-tellers,  and  poets,  formerly  officers  in  the  family  of 

the  great  in  Ireland^  iii.  41S. 
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Tamerlane,  one  of  the  grcateft  conquerors  that  ever  wa$  in 
the  world,  iii.*349.  his  feveral  conquefts,  349,  350.  his  faith 
and  honour  to^  the  Greeks,  ibid,  his  excellent  and  heroick 
charafter,  350. 

Tartars,  their  conqucft  of  China,  iii.  318,  333.  whea 
completed,  334. 

Tax,  Land,  when,  and  on  what  occafion,  firft  impofcd  in 
England,  iii.  .135. 

Temperance,  its  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  inveterate  difeafes, 
iii.  261,  262.  great  encomiums  on  it ;  wherein  it  confifts, 
263. 

Temple,  Sir  John,  letters  from  Sir  William  to  him  concern- 
ing his  concluding  a  treaty  with  the  bifliopof  Munftcr,  i.  229. 
account  of  his  dangerous  and  fatiguing  journey  to  thebiftiop 
of  Munfter,  to  prevent  his  agreeing  to  a  treaty  with  the  French 
and  Dutch  at  Cleve,  261.  the  grounds  of  the  late  war  with 
Holland,  305.  the  occafion  of  hisfudden  return  to  England, 
and  back  again  to  Holland,  313.  he  is  employed  as  ambaf- 
fador  to  Holland,  459.  a  defign  to  abridge  his  allowance, 
461.  defiring  his  advice,  whether  he  (hould  accept  of  the 
employment,  463,  thanks  for  aprefent,  ii.  167.  informs  him 
of  his  wife's  arrival  from  Holland,  175.  a  difpute  between 
the  captain  of  the  yacht  and  the  commander  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  concerning  the  flag,  177.  his  wife  is  wpU  received  at 
court,  and  her  behaviour  at  fea  commended,  178.  he  kifTcs 
the  king's  hand,  and  his  condu6l  approved  on  the  conclufion 
of  his  embafTy,  ii?id.  refolves  to  live  retired  for  the  future,  179. 
informs  him  of  his  brother's  arrival  from  Paris,  ibid.  Sir 
George  Downing  fent  ambafllidc  r  to  Holland,  but  is  foon  re- 
called and  fent  to  the  Tower,  180.  the  ill  efFefts  of  the  war 
with  Holland,  181.  is  appointed  to  conclude  a  fudden  peace 
with  the,Dutch,  iv.  18.  his  reafons  for  declining  to  go  asam- 
baffador,  ihtd.  is  prevented  by  a  fubmiffion  from  the  States  to 
the  Spanifh  ambaffador,  who  concludes  the  peace  with  Sir 
WiUian\  in  three  days,  19,  20.  defires  his  advice  about  ac» 
cepting  the  office  of  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  the  court  of 
Spain,  which  the  king  had  oiFered  him,  21.  by  his  advice  he 
fefufes  it,  ?3.  a  converfation  between  hini  and  lord  Arling- 
ton about  his  being  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate,  23' — 26.  his 
reafons  for  declininpf  it,  26,  27.  he  is  appointed  ambaifador 
extraordinary  to  the  States,  27,  28.  reafons  for  fixing  on  Kn 
megucn  for  the  place  of  congrefs,  118,  120.  the  difpofitions 
of  the  feveral  parties,  iji,  15  fent  for  tb  England  to  accept 
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the  fecretary  of  date's  office,  iv.  332.  the  king's  generous  ofTer 
to  him,  333.  why  he  declines  the  office,  ibid,  conference 
with  his  majcfty  on  a  propofal  of  terms  of  peace  to  th"  prince 
of  Orange,  334.  Sir  William  de<Jincs  the  journey,  and  gets 
Mr.  Hyde  appointed  for  it,  334,  335.  his  fondnefs  of  his  gar-. 
den  and  retirement,  335.  account  of  the  prince  of  Orange's 
arrival  in  England,  and  his  marriage,  336,  337.  is  perfuaded 
unwillingly  to  go  with  the  ofier  of  terms  of  a  peace  with  the 
court  of  France,  338.  ; 

Temple^  Sir  William,  his  birth  and  education,  i.  ix.  his  tra- 
vels and  marriage,  ix.  x.  conduft  in  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land, X.  xi.  is  fent  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  bifhpp  of 
Munfler,  xii.    made  refident  at  BrufTels,  ibid,  concludes  a 
treaty  between  England,  Sweden,  and  Holland,  xiii.  gains 
the  confidence  of  monfieur  de  Witt,  ibid,  is  fent  ambaflador 
extraordinary   to  Aix  la  Chapellc,   ibid,  makes  a  treaty  of 
peace  there,  ibid,    is  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  Holland, 
ibid,  his  great  regard  and  influence  there,  xiv,  is  foon  re- 
called, ibid,  refufes  to  promote  a  war  with  Holland,  ibid,  is 
ill  ufed  at  court  on  that  account,   ibid:  is  employed  to  make 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  Holland,  xv.  refufes  fome  great  em- 
ployments, ibid,  is  ambaflador  in  Holland,  and  aflifls  in  the 
treaty  of  Nimeguen,  ibid,  gains  the  efteem  and  confidence  of 
the  prince  of  Orange,  ibid,  faves  the  lives  of  five  Engiifh 
officers,  xvi.  is  fent  for  to  accept  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
ftate,  ibid,  the  occafion  of  his  difference  wich  lord  Arlington, 
xvii.  fent  a  third  time  ambaflador  to  the  States,  with  whom 
he  concludes  a  treaty,  xviii.  again  declines  the  office  of  fecre- 
tary, ibid,  by  his  advice  the  king  choofes  a  new  pi  ivy  council, 
xix.  is  difgufted  with  publick  proceedings,  and  retires,  xx.  is 
efteemed  by  the  king  and  many  of  the  courtiers,  xxi.  the 
marriages  and  death  of  his  fon,  ibid,  continues  refpefted  by 
king  James  and  king  William,  xxii,  xxiii.  his  death  and  bu- 
rial,* xxiv.  his  charafter,  xxv — xxviii.   letters  from  him  to 
feveral  minifters  of  ftate,  &c-  229 — 356.  his  fpeech  to  the- 
States  General,  propofing  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  them,  356. 
fpeech  at  his  audience  of  leave  after  concluding  it,  358.   his 
fentence  in  the  difilsrences  between  Holland  and  Portugal,  ii. 
59.  his  addrefs  to  his  fon,  with  his  memoirs,  243.  is  employed 
to  go  to  Holland  to  treat  of  a  peace,  248.  determines  rather 
to  treat  at  London  than  the  Hague,   249.  articles  of  a  treaty 
fooD  agreed  on  between  him  and  the  Spanifli  ambaflador,  250. 
is  propofed  by  the  king  to  be  fent  ambaflador  to  Spain,  252. 
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js  determined  by  his  father  to  refufe  that  employment,  ii.  252, 
253.  declines  the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  253    is  pro- 
pofed  as  ambaffador  to  Holland,  254.  his  free  conference  with 
the  king,  262,  263.  goes  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  Hol- 
land, 265.  his  attempts  to  bring  about  a  peace,  how  obflrufted, 
7,66,  267.  his  proceedings  approved  of  by  the  king,  268.  his 
conference  with  the  pen T. oner  of  Holland  concerning  the 
peace,  270,  zji,  and  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  284,  286. 
lord  Arlington  attempts  to  difcredit  him  with  the  king,  289. 
his  conference,  with  that  lord  on  his  arrival  at  the  Hague,  290, 
291.  his  optn  and  fair  dealing  with  him,  291,  292.  the  cf- 
feftof  this,  and  confiJenrc  of  the  prince  in  him,  292,  293.  is 
prevented  by  points  of  ceremony  from  having  an  interview 
with  the  eleflor  of  DranJcnburgh,  305.  is  called  to  England 
for  a  (hort  time,    308.   his  conference  with  the  king,  310. 
with  the  prince  ot  Orange,  after  his  return  to  the  Hague,  on 
the  terms  of  peace,  319.  makes  a  propofal  from  the  king  oa 
that  fub  eft,  320.  his  anfwer  to  it,  and  refufing  to  be  con- 
cerned in  a  (eparatc  treaty,  321.  his  great  credit  and  con- 
fidence with  the  prince  of  Orange,  323.  his  correfpondenoe 
with  lord  Arlington  at  an  end,  ihiJ.  dilcourfe  with  the  prince 
of  Orange  concerning  his  marriage,  334.  his  lady  carries  a 
letter  from  the  prince  to  the  king  and  duke  on  that  fubjeft, 
337.  the  difpofitions  of  the  feveral  parties  at  Nimeguen,  when 
he  arrived  there,  338,  339.  is  in  danger  by  an  accident  as  he 
enters  it,  343.  confers  with  the  French  anibafladors  on  the 
terms  of  peace  ;  they  put  great  confidence  in  him,  344,345. 
declines  any  concern  in  feparate  treaties,  346,  347.  is  font  for 
by  the  prince  of  Orange  to  give  his  opinion  of  the  fuccefs  of 
the  treaties,  361.  is  again  fent  for  by  him,  and  inftrufted  10 
write  to  the  king  to  promote  the  peace,  370,  371.  his  dif- 
courfe  with  pcnfioner  Fagel  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  372.  dxf- 
fuades  him  from  thinking  of  a  feparaie  peace,  375.  reports 
the  fubftance  of  the  conference  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  377. 
communicates  what  he  had  learned  to  the  king  and  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  ;;78.  gets  his  majefty's   anfwer,  ihiJ.  farther  pro- 
pofais  made  by  the  prince  to  him,  379 — 381.  which  he  tranf* 
mits  to  his  majefty,  381.  has  another  conference  with  pen* 
fioner  Fagel,  ^8?.  the  king*s  anfwer  is  far  from  fatisfying  the 
prince,  385.  is  charged  by  him  with  a  new  commiffion  IQ 
the  king,  386.  has  another  conference  with  the  prince,  394- 
makes  another  propofal  to  him  from  the  king,  which  is  no  left 
diflatisf)ing,  39(5,  his  wife  pbfervation  on  cc^uncUs  and  in* 
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terefls  of  princes  andftatcs,  ii.  400.  his  method  of  judging  of 
the  refolutions  of  a  (hue,  401.  declines  accepting  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftaic's  office,  407.  goes  to  England  on  a  fccond  mef- 
ftige  from  the  king,  407,  408.  his  free  converfation  with  him, 
ibid,  refleftions  on  the  eafy  and  unfteady  difpofition  of  the 
king,  ib^  409.  prevails  on  the  king  to  excufe  his  accepting  the 
fccretary's  office,  and  to  continue  fecretary  Coventry,  410.  has 
feveral  conferences  with  the  king,  410 — 412.  is  mentioned  to 
go  to  France  with  the  propofals  of  peace,  424.  is  prefled  by 
the  king  to  go  to  Holland,  which  he  declines,  432.  is  em- 
ployed to  make  a  fpeech  for  the  king  to  the  parliament,  with 
a  view  to  a  war  with  Holland,  433.  refufes  to  treat  with  the 
French  ambaflador  about  the  peace,  435.  offers  to  refign  his 
places  and  pretenfions^  and  live  private,  436.  this  refufed  by 
tlie  lord  treafurer,  ibid,  goes  to  Holland  with  Mr.  Van  Leweh 
to  perfuade  the  Dutch  to  carry  on  the  war,  442.  his  confer- 
ences with  feveral  of  the  principafburgomafters,  ibid,  reports 
thefe  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  ibid,  is  greatly  furprjzed  by  a 
meffage  from  the  court  of  England,  445.  is  ordered,  with 
frelh  propofals,  to  Nimeguen,  ibid,  declines  being  concerned 
in  a  treaty  between  the  French  and  Dutch,  448.  receives  an- 
other meifage  from  England,  and  returns  to  the  Hague,  450. 
his  remarks  on  the  addrcfs  of  the  French  in  managing  the 
treaty  with  the  Dutch,  451 — 454.  his  familiar  and  pleafant 
converfation  with  monfieur  Hoeft  at  Amfterdam,  458,  459. 
is  furprized  with  another  mefTage  from  England,  461 .  his  in- 
terview with  the  prince  of  Orange  about  it,  462.  returns  to 
Nimeguen  much  againft  his  own  opinion,  470.  his  difagree- 
able  journey  thither,  470,  4 7 1 .  his  reafons  for  refufing  to  llgn 
the  treaty,  472.  a  comment  on  a  quatrain  from  Noftre- 
damus,  472,  473.  returns  with  much  fatigue  to  the  Hague, 
ibid,  the  publick  greatly  indebted  to  him  on  his  return  to 
England,  474.  refufes  again  the  fecretary  of  ftate*s  office, 
and  begs  leave  to  go  to  Florence,  475,  is  fent  for  again  with 
pofitive  orders,  476,  490.  ftate  of  the  court  at  his  arrival, 
476 — 479.  objeftions  againft  his  memoirs  anfwered,  484, 
the  title  of  them  correfted,  484,  485.  why  he  burnt  the  firft 
part  of  them,  486.  fome  account  of  the  third  part,  487.  pro- 
pofcs  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  to  be  fecretary  of  ftate,  489.  his 
methods  to  avoid  that  office,  491,  492.  refolves  to  oppofe 
Monmouth's  meafures,  493.  propofes  the  appointing  a  new 
council,  ibid,  this  meafure  greatly  applauded,  495,  oppofes 
|bc]ordSbaftcibury's  being  of  the  Dumber^  496.  his  predi^ioa 
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cernitig  him  verified,  ii,  497,  498.  again  declines  the  office 
of  fecretary,  499.  joins  a  few  others  to  confult  about  the 
publick  good,  499,  502.  this,  why  broke  off,  502.  his  rea- 
fons  for  refufing  to  confult  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and 
lord  Shaftefbury,  502.  advifes  the  prorogation  of  the  parlia- 
ment, ibid,  is  threatened  with  an  impeachment  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  505.  why  advifed  to  publiih  his  mifcellanies, 
ibid,  debates  with  lord  Hallifax  about  priefts,  -506.  declines 
again  the  fecretary's  office,  509.  his  gracious  reception  by  the 
duke  of  York,  and  long  conference  with  him,  515,  546.  dif- 
covers  fome  fccret  proceedings  of  the  lords  EffexandHallifax, 
517.  lofes  confidence  with  the  duke  of  York  by  their  means, 
519.  his  freeexpoflulation  with,  and  advice  to,  the  king,  52a. 
his  motives  for  retiring  from  publick  bufinefs;  523.  is  per- 
fuaded  to  return  to  it,  524.  is  freed  from  the  office  of  fecre- 
tary,  525.  fupports  the  duke  of  Ormond  againft  the  carl  of 
Eflex,  527,  528.  declines  going  to  Spain  in  a  public  cha- 
raAer,  528.  confents  to  it  at  laft  upon  conditions,  529.  bis 
journey  delayed  by  the  king,  ibid,  is  much  difgufled  at  the 
proceedings  in  parliament,  534.  has  no  concern  in  the  bill  of 
exclufion,   536.  carries  the  king's  anfwer  about  it  to  the 
houfe,  ihid.  his  diflike  of  their  proceedings  determines  him  to 
leave  off  all  publick  bufinefs,  537.  his  advice  concerning  the 
king's  anfwer  to  addrefTes  about  the  exclufion,  538.  is  per- 
mitted by  the  king  to  decline  a  feat  in  parliament,   539.  and 
to  retire  from  the  publick  ferv!ce,  540.  his  name  ftruck  out 
of  the  council ;  conjeftures  of  the  reafons  of  this,  543,  544. 
his  reafdns  for  retiring,  544.  his  view  of  the  ftatc  of  a^irs 
abroad  and  at  home,  544 — 550.  refleAions  upon  it,  and  upon 
his  own  temper  and  difpofition,  ibid,  takes  his  leave  of  a  pub- 
lic life,  ib»  552.  his  apology  to  the  earl  of  EiTex  for  writing 
on  the  trade  of  Ireland,  iii.  5,  6.  his  reafons  for  writing  the 
hiftory  of  England,  68.  his  great  pleafure  in  gardening,  234. 
and  in  a  retired  country  life,  235.  his  apology  for,  and  defign 
in,  writing  on  the  gout,  239,  240.  his  three  wiflies  when  he  . 
was  young,   268.  his  rule  and  praftice  as  to  phyfick,  293. 
his  letter  to  the  countefs  of  EfTex  againft  immoderate  grief, 
502 — 5 1 3.  heads  of  effays  on  different  conditions  of  life,  and 
on  converfation,  514 — 531.  his  poems,  532 — 544,  hislet^ 
ters  to  the  king,  prince  of  Orange,  &c.  vol.  iv.  paffim. 

Thales^'  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Grecian  philofophy,  of 
the  Ionic  feft,  iii.  436.  was  the  firfl  of  the  wife  men  in 
Greece,  ibid,  where  he  learned  his  philofophy,  ibid. 
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Theocritus f  his  title  to  the  character  of  a  poet,  iii.  403. 

Thefeiis,  faid  to  be  the  founder  of  Athens,  iii.  309. 

Thomas^  chaplain  to  William  the  Conqueror,  is  made  arch- 
bifhop  of  York,  iii.  1 50. 

Thunder^  and  Lightnings  a  moft  violent  ftorm  of,  ii,  268. 
the  fatal  and  furprizing  effefts  of  it,  269. 

Thynn,  Mr.  Sir  William  Temple's  letter  to  him,  with  a 
treaty  with  Spain  figned,  i.  276.  a  large  fleet  of  Dutch  mer- 
chant (hips  taken  by  the  Englifti,  ibid,  he  is  fent  to  Mr.  Hyde 
with  the  draught  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  ii.  427. 

Ttbullus,  lib.  iv.  el.  2.  tranflated,  iii,  543,  544. 

Tobacco,  its  virtues  as  a  medicine,  iii.  297. 

Tooth-ash^  a  cure  for  it,  iii.  254. 

7r^^,  of  Holland,  whence,  i.  183.  the  origin  of  trade  la 
general,  183,  184.  commonwealths  more  friendly  to  trade 
than  abfolute  governments,  ib.  185.  the  great  foundation  and 
fources  of  their  trade  and  wealth,  what,  185 — 194.  feveral 
maxims  concerning  trade  confuted,  196 — 199.  the  trade  of 
the  Dutch  paft  its  meridian,  and  begun  to  decay,  199.  the 
multiplicity  of  traders  its  ruin,  200.  progrefs  of  trade  from 
one  place  to  another,  200,  201.  caufcs  of  the  decay  of  the 
Dutch  trade,  199 — 203.  trade,  in  what  refpefts  like  the  fea, 
203.  a  great  tra  e,  and  employing  foreign  troops,  hurtful  to  a 
nation,  211.  trade  the  only  true  intereft  of  Holland,  ii.  220. 
the  true  and  natural  ground  of  trade  and  riches,  iii.  6. 

Tradition,  its  ufcin  prefcrving  learning,  iii.  433,  434. 

Treafurer,  lord,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him  ; 
the  Dutch  bent  upon  a  peace,  and  why,  iv.  51,  52.  thedif- 
pofitions  of  Spain  to  it,  52  the  emperor,  why  not  inclined  to 
i^  53-  ^he  princes  of  the  empire  more  difpofed,  ibid.  Swedea 
attached  to  France,  54.  the  temper  of  the  other  ftates,  54, 
55.  his  reception  of  lord  Latimer,  and  introducing  him  to  the 
prince,  64.  thanks  for  information  he  received  from  him  by 
that  lord,  ibid,  the  event  uncertain,  65.  the  prince  fteady  to  his 
honour  and  intereft,  ibid*  obviating  fome  mifunderftanding 
with  the  prince,  135,  136.  an  account  of  his  highncfs's  in* 
tentions,  and  difpofiiions  to  the  peace,  138 — 140.  Mr.  SkeU 
ton  informjB  the  prince  of  his  majefty's  attachment  to  him, 
preferable  to  France,  145.  grounds  of  the  prince's  jealoufy, 
which  Sir  William  endeavours  to  remove,  145,  146.  his  ge- 
nerous offer  to  procure  peace,  ibid,  projeft  of  a  peace  between 
Spain  and  France,  ib,  147.  returns  thanks  for  favours,  259, 
260^  the  dliTerent  difpoiltioos  of  the  parties  at  the  beginning 
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of  the  congrcfsat  Nimeguen,  iv.  260,  261.  objefts  againft  an 
inftruftion  he  had  receivecl>  and  defires  his  lord(hip*s  advice  ia 
it,  28.3,  284.  hismajefty's  offer  of  an  alliance  after  the  peace, 
well  received  by  the  prince,  309.  the  prince  violently  refents 
the  terms  of  peace  propofed  by  Mr.  fecretary  Williamfon, 

309,  310.  has  a  long  conference  with  him  on  that  fubjeft, 

310,  31 1.  Sir  WiUiam*s  opinion  of  the  peace,  And  moft  pro- 
bable way  to  bring  it  about,  312,  3 13.  an  embarrafs betweea 
him  and  count  Kinflcl,  314.  of  the  Iteps  taken  by  the  French 
and  prince  of  Orange  towards  a  peace,  324.  the  prince  de- 
termined to  profecute  the  war  this  campaign,  325.  what  only 
can  prevent  it,  ibid,  the  prince  diflatlsfied  with  the  terms  pro- 
pofed by  his  majefty  for  a  peace,  326.  the  prince*s  ill  opinion 
of  the  miniftry,  326,  327.  his  reafons  for  declining  the  fecre- 
tary of  ftate*s  office,  330.  excufe  for  it  in  behalf  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  331-  is  mortified  by  his  majefty's  difpleafure  for  what 
he  could  not  prevent ;  and  offers  to  refign  all  his  employ- 
ments, 344.  fufplcion  of  chicane  in  the  French  in  the  afiair 
of  the  peace,  356,  357^.  congratulates  him  on  the  treaty  being 
concluded,  in  fpite  of  many  arts  ufed  to  prevent  it,  362, 363. 
is  furprized  at  fecretary  Williamfon's  finding  fault  with,  and 
blames  him  for  unintelligible  inflruftions,  375,  376.  defires 
they  may  be  more  clear  for  the  future,  377.  and  that  his  ad- 
vices may  be  more  full  and  conflant,  ibid,  fufpicion  of  more 
tricks  in  the  French,  377,  378.  complains  of  the  order  for 
exchanging  the  ratifications  coming  too  late,  and  of  the  de- 
fign  of  du  Cros's  journey,  397,  398.  the  bad  confequences  of 
it,  and  the  ill  opinion  generally  received  of  du  Cros,  399. 
farther  complaints  of  his  conduft,  400.  his  reafons  for  going 
to  Nimeguen,  -401.  advices  as  to  his  majefly*s  dealing  with 
Holland,  402.  the  expediency  of  his  majefly's  concerting  with 
the  prince,  410.  complains  of  his  declining  health,  41 1,  412. 
conference  with  the  prince  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Englifh 
miniflry,  422,  424.  the  marquis  de  Grana's  free  opinion  of 
their  proceedings,  425.  the  resolution  of  the  prince  and  States 
not  to  ratify  the  treaty  without  Spain,  426.  all  proceedings 
ought  to  be  in  concert  with  the  prince,  427.  Amflcrdam  fin- 
gular  in  oppoflng  the  ratification,  429.  the  terms  on  which 
it  pafled,  and  the  fentiments  the  Dutch  have  of  their  obliga- 
tion to  his  majefly,  430.  complaint  of  the  nobles  of  Holland 
againfl  Amfterdam,  430,  431.  Sir  William's  opinion  of  its 
confequences,  431.  refleftion  on  ValkenieV's  bold  flep,  432. 
Sir  William's  opinion  of  fome  claims  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
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iv.  432>  433-  the  prince's  advice  about  two  fhips  taken  by  s 
Zeland  caper,  434.  a  letter  from  the  fecretary's  office  on 
that  fubjeft,  much  blamed,  ibid,  the  prince's  advice  for  his 
majefiy's  intereft,  435.  the  congrefs  retarded  by  points  of  C6« 
remony,  435,  436.  the  nation  in  fo  critical  a  fituation,  that 
G«d  only  can  relieve  it,  449.  SirWilliam  declines  ad vifing  in 
it,  ibid,  the  ftate  of  the  peace,  450.  Sir  William  aflerts  his 
integrity  in  oppofiiion  to  (landers,  450,  451.  refleftion  on 
Sir  Heary  Capel,  451.  a  propofal  from  the  Englifli  court, 
how  received  by  the  States  and  prince,  456,  457.  his  gra- 
titude to  his  majefty  for  all  favours,  and  reafons  for  declining 
the  fccrefiry's  office,  458.  the  prince  approves  of  the  lord 
treafuref's  proceeding,  461.  his  advice  as  to  the  conduft  of 
England,  462.  fome  late  orders  myfterious,  462.  fome  mo- 
ney claimed  by  the  prince,  463.  Sir  William  much  furprized 
at  fome  orders  from  court,  and  intention  of  immediately  re- 
turning to  England,  465,  466. 

Treafurers^  atAmfterdam,  their  office,  i.  119. 

Trees^  direftions  for  fhiit-trees,  iii,  226.  for  pruning,  227. 
ought  to  be  tranfplanted  from  a  worfe  to  a  better  foil,  232. 
regard  to  be  had  to  the  ftock,  as  well  as  to  the  graft  or  bud, 
ibid,  how  to  preferve  from  foot  or  fmuttinefs,  233,  234.  fe- 
veral  requifites  to  their  coming  to  the  gieatcft  perfeftion,  448. 

Trevor,  Sir  Johity  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him  ; 
the  marquis  de  Caflel  Roderigo  accepts  a  truce,  i.  399.  the 
marquis's  flownefs  in  agreeing  to  the  articles,  blamed,  405 « 
on  the  payment  of  the  Spanifti  fubfidies  to  Sweden,  \\.  80. 
difficulties  in  bringing  the  Spaniards  to  comply,  ibid,  propofal 
to  join  the  Dutch  in  laying  impofitions  of  French  commo- 
dities, ibid,  conference  with  the  Spanifti  ambafTador  on  the 
fubfidies  and  figniog  the  concert ;  Lunenburg  offers  to  enter 
into  the  alliance,  82.  remarks  on  the  controverfy  about  the 
India  trade,  96,  104.  the  uncertainty  of  current  news,  98. 
an  inftance  of  the  impartial  feverity  of  the  law  in  Holland, 
ibid,  miftakes  in  the  copy  of  the  ratification  fent  him  from 
England,  106.  refentment  of  the  earl  of  EflTex's  paffing  the 
Sound,  III.  of  the  fucceffion  to  the  government  of  the  Spa- 
nifti Netherlands,  112.  the  prince  of  OrAnge  admitted  to  a 
feat  in  the  council  of  ftate,  and  to  enjoy  the  fame  place  his 
ancefiors  did,  113.  of  the  baniihment  of  fome  Scots  minifters 
firom  Holland,  132.  a  converfatlon  with  Mr.  de  Witt  con- 
cerning Surinam,  133.  the  troubles  given  by  conventicles  in 
England,  i34«  endeavours  to  procure  the  baniftuncnt  of  the 
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Scots  miniAers>  ii.  137.  the  afFair  of  Sarinam  very  near  fettled, 
ibid*  the  Dutch  propofe  a  peofioa  for  the  prince  of  Orangey 
Ufi<L  their  letter  to  the  governor  of  Sarinam  not  (atisfying^ 
138.  farther  proceedings  againft  the  Scots  miniilers,  ibid. 
reafoQ  for  delaying  the  afiair  of  cornet  Joyce,  ibid,  the 
count  de  Molina  on  his  way  from  Spain  to  England,  140.  his 
endeavours  to  have  Joyce  feized  at  Rotterdam,  how  fruftrated, 
141.  letters  from  Mr.  fecretary  Trevor  to  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple; warm  profelTibns  of  regard  and  friendship,  184.  fends 
the  ratification  of  two  inftrumencs,  190.  the  houfe  of  lords 
much  divided  in  the  affair  of  lord  Roo5»  191. 

Triers,  ele^or  of,  his  fituation  and  importance  ia  the  em- 
pire, ii.  209.  defires  to  be  included  in  a  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween England  and  Holland,  468.  which  is  refuied,  ibid. 

— — — ,  the  liege  of,  refolved  on  by  the  confederates,  ii. 

314- 

Truhans,  who,  and  why  fo  called  by  the  French,  iii.  107. 

Turenne,  mar(hal,  commands  a  French  army  that  invades 
Germany,  ii.  28 1 .  his  anfwer  to  a  challenge  fent  him  by  the 
eledor  palatine,  ibid,  bis  great  military  AciU  and  character, 
282,  283.  made  general  to  amufe  the  German  army,  304. 
his  great  art  in  keeping  the  Imperial  army  at  bay,  312.  is 
killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  313.  his  death  occafions  great  con* 
fiernation  in  the  French  army,  ibid. 

Turks ^  their  original  countries,  iii.  350.  the  chief  prin- 
ciples of  their  government,  376—379.  their  notions  of  fe- 
veral  paradifes  and  predefUnacion,  376.  of  the  divine  defti- 
nation  of  the  Ottoman  line,  and  implicit  fubmiiTion  to  their 
princes,  ibid,  divifion  of  lands,  and  fovereigncy  of  the  em- 
peror, 377*  have  no  hereditary  honours,  ibid,  their  fuppref- 
ilon  and  extindlion  of  all  learning,  ibid,  the  politick  inftitutioo 
of  the  janizaries,  377,  378.  their  remarkable  temperance, 
378.  the  fpeedinefs  and  feverity  of  their  juflice,  379.  their 
fudden  and  violent  growth,  ibid,  why  at  a  ftand,  379 — 381. 
drinking  in  private,  ibid,  corruption  and  mutinous  humour  of 
their  janizaries,  ib.  380.  negle^  of  their  marine  affairs,  381. 
exceflive  ufe  of  opium,  V>id. 

Tufcany^  the  prince  of»  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him  ;  fome  hopes  of  bringing  the  triple  alliance  to  bear,  ii.  72. 

' ,  the  great  duke  of,  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple 

to  him ;  condolance  on  .the  death  of  his  predeceflbr,  with  con* 

gratulations  on  his  acceffion  to  that  dignity,  ii.  122.  acknow- 

kdging  the  receiving  two  letters  from  him,  with  a  prcfent  of 
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fome  excellent  wine ;  informs  him,  that  he  had  acquainted  the 
king  of  his  concern  for  the  death  of  madame  of  France,  ii« 
152.  the  States  much  alarmed  at  the  march  of  the  French 
troops,  iHd,  apology  for  not  anfwering  his  laft,  and  excufe 
for  not  writing  news,  165. 

Tyranny y  naturally  fprings  out  of  popular  governments,  i. 
31.  the  rage  of  a  tyrant,  in  what  different  from  that  of  the 
people,  32.  is  the  ruin  of  trade,  185. 

U. 

Vaknciennes^  blocked  up,  and  taken  by  the  French,  ii.  397, 

398- 

Valkenier,  monfieur,  a  ruling  burgomafter  at  Amfterdam, 

his  charaAer,  ii.  428.  is  under  French  influence,  429. 

Valour y  wherein  it  conflfts,  i.  35. 

Vapours^  a  diftemper  fome  time  in  vogue,  iii.  290. 

VenetuSy  Paulusy  the  llrft  that  difcovered  China,  iii.  317. 
why  he  called  it  by  a  different  name,  318. 

Vienna,  in  great  hazard  of  being  taken  by  the  Turks,  iii, 
382. 

Villanagty  in  England,  when  it  began  and  ended,  iii.  93. 
what  meant  by  that  term,  95. 

Virgily  one  of  the  greateft  philofophcrs  and  poets,  iii.  205. 
various  fruits,  flowers,  and  plants,  mentioned  by  him,  212, 
213.  compared  with  Homer,  and  wherdn  he  excelled,  403. 

Virtue^  heroick,  intitles  men  that  poflefs  it  to  the  cha* 
rafter  of  divine,  iii.  304.  has  moft  diitinguilhed  the  under- 
ftanding,  ibid,  its  ingredients,  and  whence  it  arifes,  304, 
305.  the  effeft  of  it,  305.  it  muft  be  native,  306.  requifites 
to  its  perfeftion,  ibid,  remarkable  inflances  of  heroick  virtue 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  307—312,  385, 

Union,  of  the  States  of  Holland,  how  compofed,  i.  125;. 

Voadicea,  heads  the  Britons  againft  the  Romans,  iii.  84, 
makes  great  flaughter  amongft  them,  ibid,  is  at  length  de* 
feated,  and  poifons  herfelf  in  defpair,  ibid. 

Vomits,  in  fome  cafes  fatal,  iii.  291. 

Vortigern,  king  of  the  Britons,  fucs  to  the  Saxons  foraffift- 
ance  againft  the  Scots  and  Fids,  iii.  88. 

Utrecht y  the  union  of,  formed  againft  the  Spantfli  tyranny, 
i.  92.  this  the  original  conftitution  of  the  United  Provinces, 
iHd.  account  of  the  conftitution  of  that  province,  141. 
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WagererSy  political,  fome  of  their  tricks,  ii.  466. 

Waltheofy  fon  to  earl  Syward,  his  brave  defence  of  York 
againft  the  Normans,  iii.  148,  149.  is  nobly  rewarded  by 
William  the  Conqueror,  149.  enters  into  a  confpiracy  againft 
him,  173.  is  fufpeAed  to  have  difcovered  it,  174.  is  taken 
prifoner,  and  beheaded,  ibid. 

Wary  the  only  reafons  for  a  wife  ftate  to  begin  it,  11.  220. 
the  humour  and  fpirit  of  a  nation  neceflfary  to  fupport  it,  233. 
they  have  the  honour  that  have  the  advantage  of  a  war,  238. 
a  good  opinion  of  the  caufe,  a  great  fupport  of  it,  ibid, 

Warreriy  a  Norman,  caft  ia  a  law-fuit  againft  an  £nglifh« 
man  by  William  the  Conqueror,  iii.  134. 

Warwicky  Sir  PhUipy  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to 
him,  acknowledging  favours  received,  i.  251.  on* his  retiring 
from  i^ublick  bufinefs,  298. 

Waters  J  going  to  them  is  chiefly  for  the  fa(hion,  iii.  290. 
are  fometimes  hurtful,  ibid. 

Weljby  the  laft  part  of  the  Englifli  that  fubmitted  to  the  Ro- 
mans, 111.  78. 

Werderiy  Sir  Johfiy  letter  from  him  to  Sir  William  Temple; 
nothing  material  at  Stockholm,  owing  to  the  abfence  of  the 
king  and  court,  ii.  195,  the  queen  of  Spain  aflents  to  the  ar- 
bitration of  England  and  Sweden,  and  deiires  to  have  Holland 
admitted  as  a  third  arbitrator,  196. 

Wefely  taken  by  furprize  by  archduke  Albert,  i.  113,  1 14. 
Ills  good  policy  in  this,  ibid. 

Wickfort^  monfieur,  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him, 
defiring  his  afliftance  in  fettling  hisaccounts  with  fcnne  mer- 
chants of  Amfterdam,  ii«  182.  his  fiitisfadion  in  a  retired 
country  life,  183. 

William,  of  Naflfau,  increafes  the  number  of  the  cities  that 
lend  deputies  to  the  States  of  Holland,  i,  121. 

William^  duke  of  Normandy,  invades  England  with  an 
army  of  Normans,  after  the  death  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr, 
iii.  102.  fends  hi^  claim  to  the  crown  to  their  king,  ibid. 
gains  it  after  a  long  and  fierce  battle,  i«3.  his  defcent,  at 
what  time,  ibid,  his  great  endowments  of  body  and  mind, 
ibid,  remarkable  hiftory  of  his  fiather,  103,  104.  his  preca*> 
rious  fituadon  at  the  death  of  his  father,  104,  105.  was  very 
early  expofed  to  difficulties  and  dangers,  106.  his  great  con- 
fiaocy  of  miadi  prudence  of  coadu^i  aad  felicity  of  fortune, 
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I^L  io6.  appears  early  .at  the  head  of  his  councils  and  armies^ 
agaioft  pretenders  and  competitors,  i66,  107,  conquers  and 
drives  out  his  oppofers,  107.  is  oppofed  by  the  earl  of  Anjou, 
ailifted  by  tHe  king  of  France,  ibid,  gains  two  great  vidlories 
over  the  French,  io8.  the  foundation  of  his  fcheme  for  future 
conquefts,  109.  the  grounds  of  his  daijni.to  the  cro^n  of 
Encland,  no,  xiLpropofes  it  tohiseftates,  and  gains  the 
af&ftance  of  the  mou  powerful,  1 11,  1 12.  is  in  high  eflean^ 
and  great  general  reputation,  iia.  is  ailifted  by  many  princes 
in  his  enterprize,  112,  113.  lands  in  Suflex  with  a  powerful 
army,  113.  his  peaceable  behaviour  at  firft,  and  courteous 
treatment  of  Harold's  fpies,  1 14.  offers  to  decide  his  claim 
by  a  fingle  combat,  ilfid.  his  brave  and  wife  conduft  in  the 
engagement,  115.  gains  a  complete  viftory  by  the  death  of 
Harold,  i  16.  is  faid  to  have  committed  great  cruelties  in  his 
march  to  London,  117.  is,  by  a  ftratagem  of  theKentiOi 
men,  furprized  into  a  promife  to  preferve  thdr  ancient  laws  and 
liberties,  118.  is  received  by  the  Londoners  with  open  gates, 
121.  claims  the  crown  by  the  teftament  of  Edward  the  Con- 
feflbr,  122.  is  crowned,  and  takes  the  oaths  of  the  Saxon  and 
Danifh  kings.  Hid.  his  wife  and  prudent  conduct  at  the  beginn- 
ing of  his  reign,  122,  123.  all  ranks  gladly  fubmit  tohim^ 
124.  rewards  his  Norman  followers,  ilfid,  the  clergy  dif- 
gufted  at  him,  why,  125.  this  the  occafion  of  his  chara£ler 
being  mifreprefen ted  by  them,  126.  goes  to  viiit  his  Norman 
dominions,  127.  returns  to  England,  where  he  refolves  to 
condnue,  129.  applies  diligently  to  the  arts  of  peace  and  or- 
ders of  ftate^  130.  his  care  of  the  laws,  130-^134.  gives  a 
remarkable  decifion,  in  favour  of  an  Englifhman,  againft  a 
Norman,  134.  his  moderation  as  to  taxes,  135.  his  ceco- 
nomy,  and  moderation  in  expence,  136.  the  feveral  branches 
of  his  revenue,  136,  137.  difpleafes  the  nobles  andclergy^ 
ik^  139*  difgufts  the  nobles,  by  his  foreft  laws,  141.  and  by 
his  partiality  to  the  Normans,  142.  thefe  create  a  difpofitioa 
to  revolt,  143.  is  invaded  by  Edgar  Atheling  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  Scots  army,  147.  his  great  compofure  and  refolu* 
tion  on  the  defeat  of  his  troops  in  the  north,  148.  gets  the 
bettec  in  a  fecond  engagement,  148,  149.  rietums,  in  triumph^ 
to  London,  151.  ukes  a  new  oath  to  obferve  the  laws,  ibidm 
this  ftep  much  applauded,  ibid,  is  threatened  with  another  in« 
Vaiion  by  the  king  of  Scotland,  153.  reduces  fome  rebels  in 
the  ifle  of  Ely,  1 54.  marches  to  the  north  of  England,  155. 
continues  fome  time  near  the  Scots  army,  156.  agrees  to  a 
Vol.  IV,  N  n  peace 
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peace  with  the  Scots  king,  iii.  157.  returns  and  cultivates  the 
iiits  of  peace,  157,  158.  his  generofity  to  Edgar  Aiheling, 
ibid,  motives  that  induced  him  to  change  the  frame  of  goverrt- 
ment,  159,  x  60.  tlie  whole  people  petition  agaioft  this,  166. 
Various  opinions  in  his  council  about  it,  i6r,  162.  is  dLTuided 
from  It,  and  grants  magna  charta,  163.  introduces  fercral 
Norman  cuftoms,  and  attempts  to  make  the  language  general, 
ibid,  feveral  Saxon  inflitutions  abolifhcd,  166,  167.  by  fe- 
verely  puniftiing  offenders,  brings  the  kingdom  tft  a  ftate  of 
great  fccurity,  168.  ercfts  feveral  forts  andcaftles,  ibid,  his 
care  of  his  revenue,  168,  169.  gets  a  great  booty  from  the 
clergy,  169.  this  occafions  much  venom  againft  him  by  the 
monks,  ibid,  caufes  a  fiirvey  co  be  made  of  all  the  lands, 
titles,  and  tenures  in  England,  170.  feveral  good  cflefts  of 
this,  170,  171.  refolves  on  another  expedition  into  Nor- 
mandy, ibid,  feeds  of  frefh  troubles  in  his  abfence,  172,  173. 
a  plot  difcovered,  and  difconcerted,  174.  an  inftance  of  his 
great  clemency,  ibid,  is  embroiled  in  domeftick  quarrels,  176. 
account  of  his  family,  6r.  ibid,  fee  Robert ;  goes  to  invade 
his-fonin  Normandy,  178.  becomes  confident  of  the  fidelity 
-of  the  Englifh,  ibid,  his  remarkable  encounter  and  reconcilia- 
tion with  his  fon  in  an  engagement,  178,  179.  his  fon  rebels 
afrefli  againd  hiip,  180.  goes  again  to  Normandy,  and  is  re- 
conciled to  him,  180.  afTociates  his  younger  fon  Robert  in  the 
government  of  Normandy,  181.  the  accidental  beginning  of 
a  i^ar  between  England  and  France,  182.  marches  into 
France,  and  takes  feveral  towns,  183.  is  a  third  time  recon- 
ciled to  his  fon  Robert,  ibid,  refufes  to  do  homage  to  the 
French  king  for  England,  184.  takes  and  burns  Nantes,  tbiJ, 
is  taken  fick  at  Rouen,  ibid,  his  anfwer  to  a  (cofF  of  the 
French  king  on  bis  illnefs,  ibid,  recovers,  and  marches,  with 
fire  and  fword,  near  Paris,  ibid,  is  hurt  by  an  accident  which 
bccafions  his  death,  185.  his  affairs  of  ftate,  and  foccelEon, 
liow  fettled,  ibid,  feveral  falfe  and  invidious  reports  concern? 
Sng  his  fuherat,  185,  186.  was  one  of  the  moft  renowned 
conquerors  in  ftory,  186.  uncertain  whether  he  held  any  great 
councils  or  parliaments,  ibid,  two  general  aflemblies  of  the 
clergy  in  his  reign,  186,  187.  the  uncertainty  of  dates  and 
names  of  perfons  in  his  time,  187.  remark  on  fome*  pro- 
digies, ibid,  his  charaAer,  why  given  at  length,  188.  his 
perfon  defcribed,  ibid,  his  paftimes,  188,  189.  difpofitionSy 
chaftity,  and  temperance,  189.  fteadinefs  and  refolution,  fifi/. 
esconomy  and  prudence,  190.  religious  and  charitable  difpo- 
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fitlons,  liv  190.  was  an  encouragev  of  learning,  ibid  his  ini" 
partial  love  to  virtue  and  haired  of  vice,  ibid,  the,  effects  and 
confeqiiences  of  his  conqueft  to  England,  191 — 194.  the 
great  period  of  fucceediag  reigns  dated  from  him,  194* 

fVilliamfin,  Mr.  Sir  William  Temple's  letter  to  him;  in- 
forms him,  that  he  is  to  tranfmit  occurrences  to  him  in  lord 
Arlington's  abfence,  ii.  140. 

,  Sir  Jfo/eph,  Sir  William  Tenaple's  letters  to  film/ 

congratulating  him  on  being  miide  iecretary  of  ftaie,  iv.  44* 
on  a  free  trade  for  all  Englifh  (hips,  without  excepting  enemies 
ports,  unlefs  they  carry  counterband  goods  ;  conference  with 
the  penfioncr  about  this,  who  yields  the  point,  and  promlfcs 
to  lay  it  before  the  States;  the  pcnfioncr  promifcs  palfes  and 
•orders  for  a  (hip  of  advice  to  Surinam  ;  Sir  William  declines 
having  any  publick  (hare  in  the  rejoicings  for  the  fuccefs  at ' 
Grave,  54 — 59.  a  long  conference  with  the  deputies  of  the 
States  on  feveral  marine  affairs,  and  particularly  the  affair  of 
Surinam,  67 — 70.  the  fubftance  of  a  memorial  prefented  by  ^ 
him  to  the  States  on  his  majcfty's  mediation  ;  on  his  afting  iii 
concert  with  the  Swedifh  mediation,  how  far  expedient;  iij 
what  light  the  Swedifh  mediator  is  looked  on  by  the  States, 
and  the  motions  of  the  Swedilh  army,    74 — y8.  no  hopes  of 
agreeing  on  terms  of  a  peace,  till  it  is  firil  fettled  between  tbe 
king  and  prince ;  the  prince's  recovery  from  ficknefs ;    the 
Danifh  fubfidics  are  paid ;  refolves  to  r<;cover  two  (hips  felzcd 
by  the  Dutch,  92.  93.  conference  with  the  penfioner  on  the- 
warranty  of  Flanders  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  a  defcnfive 
alliance  with  the  Dutch  ;  of  the  liberty  of  trade  to  enemies 
ports,  and  the  manner  of  revifion ;  an  expedient  to  make  the 
rcvilion  lefs  troublefome  apd  chargeable,  95 — 97.  the  States 
agree  to  grant  paflports  in  the  terms  his  majefly  prefcribed  ; 
Che  emperor's  minifter  has  likewife  agreed  to  them  on  condi- 
tions ;  that  minifter's  good  opinion  of  his  majcfty  as  a  medi- 
ator; a  difficulty  ftartcd,  about  having  the  congrefs  at  Ni* 
megnen,  how  obviated  by  Sir  William,   112 — 115.  concern- 
ing the  pafTport^  from  the  feveral  powers  ;  fome  difficulties  ia 
obtaining  the  neutral  country  frona  France.    124 —  28.  re- 
folves to  fct  oat,  with  Sir  Lionel  Jenkips,  for  Nimeguen,  to 
receive  the  feveral  plenipotentiaries;  Sir  Wiiliam  refolvts  to 
ftay  fome  days  at  the  Ha^rue,  to  fettle  the  affair  of  the  pad^ 
ports,  and  the  neutral  country,   128,  129.  ,of  the  point  of  ce- 
remony with  refpeft  to  the  ambalTadors,  and  conduct  of  the 
toa^tflrates  of  Nimeguen  ;•  more  concerning   the   pafljports, 
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iv.  130 — 134.  Monfieur  Van  Beuninghen'  blamed  for  felfe 
intelligence;  the  paflports  ftill  unfettled,  143,  144,  of  receiv- 
ing the  firft  vifits  from  ambafTadors ;  the  prince's  opinion  of 
the  exceptions  made  againft  the  French  paflfports,  149 — 152. 
more  concerning  paflports  ;  of  the  French  claim  to  the  dnchy 
of  Lorrain,   157 — 160.  the  penfioner's  opinion  of  the  ob- 
jeftions  of  the  French  to  the  pafTports,  and  their  claim  to 
Lorrain  ;  concerning  prince  William  of  Furllemburg,  and  the 
neutrality;  of  the  ceremony  of  vifits,  163,  165.  further  an- 
fwcr  to  the  French  objeftions  againft  the  pafTports,  and  their 
chim  to  Lorrain,  173 — 176.  France  objefts  againft  couriers, 
177.  further  difficulties  concerning  the  paflports;  the  views 
in  this,   178,  179.  more  difficulties  about  the  paflports;  rea- 
fons  of  the  prince's  journey  to  Gelderland,  183 — 186.  con- 
ference with  the  prince  concerning  the  paflports ;  ftate  of  that 
affair,  and  motives  of  different  parties,    187 — 190.  concern* 
ing  the  paflports  of  Lorrain  and  Sweden ;  conference  with 
the  Swedifti  ccmmiflary  about  them  (    the  Danifli  minifter 
alarmed  at  the  proceedings,  190 — 193.   an  expedient  pro- 
pofed  by  his  majefty,  objefted  againft  by  the  prince  and  States; 
fcveral  conferences  about  it,  184 — 197.  a  Dutch  fleet,  with 
troops,  failed ;    their  dcftination  a  fecret,  198.  Sir  William 
prefents  a  memorial,  concerning  the  king's  expedient,  againft 
his  own  opinion  ;  caution  againft  the  reports  of  foreign  mi- 
nifters  ;  tlie  Danifli  envoy,  at  London  contradifted  ;  Sir  Wil- 
£am  juflifies  his  intelligence,  199,   201.   the  anfwer  to  the 
memorial,  why  not  yet  received  ;  difingenuity  of  foreign  mi- 
nifters ;  Sir  William's  excufe  for  not  giving  early  intelligence 
of  the  refolutions  of  the  States ;  account  of  commiflioners  foe 
fccrct  affairs  in  Holland ;  they  are  to  confult  with  the  prince, 
and  fometimes  with  the  minifters;  their  refolutions  fometimes 
called  that  of  the  States;   the  Dutch  are  building  fix  capital 
fliips;  conference  with  the  prince  about  them,  202 — 207. 
his  reafons  for  refufing  to  interchange  the  Swedifli  and  Dutch 
paflports,  208,  209,  the  States  refufe  to  agree  to  his  majefty*% 
expedient,  210.  of  fome  proceedings  of  the  minifters  of  the 
allies ;  concerning  fome  Jews  at  Surinam,  211,  212.  his  refo- 
Jution  to  obferve  carefully  his  inftruftions  ;   Monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen 's  conduft  cenfured  ;  fatisfies  the  emperor's  mi- 
nifter about  Mr.  Skelton's  cbnduft,  217,   218.  great  fatif-.. 
faftion  with  the  Lorrain  paflport ;  a  decifive  a£lioa  expcfted 
between  the  prince  and  the  French,  219.  conference  with  the 
pcnfioner  on  fome  late  occurrences ;  informs  hUn  of  iix  Fren(;h 
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Ihips,  with  provifions  for  the  Swedes,  convoyed  by  four  oieQof 
war,  intending  to  apply  for  Englifli  pafles ;  the  States  about  to 
fettle  the  afFair  of  the  pa/Tports  ;  feveral  of  the  confederates 
delay  delivering  their  paflports  to  Sir  William  ;  concerning  the 
Deutral  country,  iv.  220,  a22.  fome  new  obftruftions'  to  tha 
affair  of  the  tranfports being  fettled;  anfwer from  the  States  to  . 
Sir  William  about  them  ;  his  objeftions  to  it,  and  a  vindica- 
tion of  his  majeity's  conduA;  conjeAure,  as  to  their  views  ia. 
it.;  they  bring  Sir  William  a  new  refolution  and  form  about 
them ;  an  exchange  of  what  paflports  were  prefent,  and  rea* 
fons  why  the  others  .were  not  yet  come ;  he  hopes  what  is 
done  will  meet  with  his  majefty's approbation,  223 — 232.  the 
mareichal  d'Eftrades  appointed  plenipotentiary  for  Spain  in  the 
place  of  the  dukede  Vitry ;  defires  direflions,  as  to  the  neutral 
country;  tranfmits  feveral  pafTports,  233,  234.  furnxifes  of 
his  majefty's  partiality;  the. neutral  country,  how  to  be  dc- 
fqribed,  235.  a  great  equipage  preparing  for  the  Spanifh  am- 
baflador ;  this  provokes  the  emulation  of  the  reft ;  regulations 
concerning  this  and  other  occurrences  at  Nimeguen,  propofed,  ib. 
a  high  claim  of  the  firandenburgh  minifters ;  more  inftrudions 
defired  about  the  ceremonies  of  vifits,  243 — 245.  an  expla- 
oation  of  fome  parts  of  the  refolutions  of  the  States,  246,  247. 
the  paflports  from  the  emperor  foon  expefled,  and  thofefrom 
J'rance  ftill  delayed  ;^  his  endeavours  to  effeft  what  the  king 
defired  in  the  affair  of  prince  William  of  Furftemburg,  i*.— 
249.  further  attempts  in  it ;  more  difficulties  in  fettling  the  - 
paflports ;  deiiring  advice,  as  to  feveral  circumftances  of  the 
cpngrefs,  249 — 253.  a  farther  account  of  the  paffports  ;  high 
claims  of  fome  of  the  ambaffadors ;  Sir  William  intends  footi 
to  repair  to  Nimeguen,  255,  2$/.  further  attempts  in  the  af^ 
fair  of  prince  William  ;  the  duke  of  Hanover  claims  the  titlei 
of  duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburgh,  and  his  minifters  to 
be  plenipotentiaries;  objeAion  to  the  Dani(h  paffport-;  vAif 
he  is  not  removed  to  Nimeguen,  and  defiring  fome  direAionS 
about  it,  257,  259.  conference  with  the  penfioner  about  giv4 
ing  up  three  Scots  miniAers,  and  about  the  difpofidons  of  the 
States  to  peace,  and  the  reafons  of  their  conduct,  ia  r^ard  to 
a  feparate  peace  with  France,  the  prince  of  Orangp  violently 
oppofes  it,  but  is  defirous  of  a  general  peace ;  the  ill  confe« 
quences  of  bis  majefty's  being  remifs  in  it,  272 — 281.  the 
penfioner's  indifpofitipn  fiops  Sir  William's  progrefs  in  affairs  ; 
the  demaods  of  the  Danes  from  the  Dutch  not  like  to  be 
implied  with ;  count  I^iniki  difturb3  the  congrefs  by  iufiftin^ 
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•a  forms  of  ceremony ;  the  beft  way  to  deal  with  him  ;  of 
the  pretenfion  of  the  Brandcnburgh  amb.ifTadors ;  of  the  em- 
peror's raok,  with  refpeft  to  the  king  and  thecleftors,  iv.  284. 
*— 290.  the  JQterefl  of  the  Dutch  to  proteft  foreigners  ;  Doa 
J^ha  about  to  feize  the  miniftry  of  Spain  ;  Mr.  Hyde's  arriTal 
at  the  Hague,  and  irrefolute  ftate  ;.  their  form  of  powers,  why 
in  French;  whether  the  mention  of  his  majefty*s  mediation  be 
abfolutely  neccflary,  297 — 300.  great  debates  in  the  States 
about  ddivcring  up  the  three  Scots  minifters  ;  refoliTtioD  con- 
cerning fome  (hips  th:it  had  been  feized ;  of  the  fcparate  peace 
between  France  and  Holland ;  why  Sir  William  declines  med* 
diiDg  with  it,  tho'  much  preffed  by  the  French  ambaflador  and 
-others ;  he  refolvcs  to  forward  the  treaty  of  a  general  peace^ 
303 — 309.  more  reafoning  about  the  fcparate  peace;  the  three 
Scots  minifters  orJered  to  leave  Holland ;  he  delivers  letters 
from  his  majefty  to  the  prince ;  a  converfation  with  him  oa 
the  fcheme  of  a  peace  ;  the  prince  violently  oppofes  it,  and  is 
only  for  a  general  peac?,  314—319.  the  prince's  reafons  for 
differiDg  from  bis  majefty's  fcheme,  and  for  puftiing  on  the 
war,  321,  323,  another  conference  with  the  prince  concern- 
ing the  peace,  and  the  feveral  conditions  of  it,  which,  if  not 
fettled,  Britain  was  to  join  with  Holland  in  the  war  againft 
France,  347—352.  two  conferences  with  the  conuniffioners 
of  the  States  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  352 — 355.  a  propofal,  by 
the  French  king,  to  the  States ;  Sir  William  vindicates  himfeif 
from  fome  faults  he  is  charged  wiih  in  the  management  of  the 
treaty,  369-— 373.  the  States  decline  complying  with  the  pro- 
pofal from  France ;  endeavour  t^  fatisfy  his  majefty  as  to  their 
cooduft,  373 — 375.  a  profpeft  of  peace,   by  means  of  an 
agr^ment  between  France  and  Sweden ;  du  Cros  pretends  to 
f«me  merit  in  it,  but  is  fufpe^^ed ;  Sir  William's  III  opinion  of 
his  meafures  ;  the  French  feem  not  to  mind  his  majefty's  m&» 
diation,  379—381.  Sir  William  repairs  to  Nimeguen  to  wit- 
nefs  the  concluding  the  peace  ;  it  is  if  ill  obftrufted  by  France ; 
du  Cros's  conduft  cent  u  red ;   conference  of  feveral  ambaf- 
fadors,  with  Sir  Williim  and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  about  the 
peace,  383 — 391.  Sir  William  repairs  to  the  Hague  to  ex- 
change the  ratification  ;  the  artifices  of  the  French  at  Nime- 
guen ;  the  Dutch  refufe  to  fign  the  treaty  without  the  con- 
currence of  Spain ;  the  Dutch  divided  into  two  parties  ;  viz. 
in  the  French,  and  in  the  prince  of  Orange's  intercft ;  his  ma- 
jefty's inflnenceon  them,  391 — 397.  the  French  and  Dutch 
ambafladors  fign  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen ;  abfuriities  iQ  it, 
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occafiOncd  by  their  hurry  ;  endeavours  to  prevail  oo  thcrSpaT 
iiifh  ambaflador  to  Iign  ;  du  Cros's  unfair  dealing  difcoyered  by 
the  Dutch,  who  rtfolve  to  ftand  firm  to  his  majeily  in  oppo- 
fiiion  lo  Jrance,  iv.  403 — 406.  anfwer  of  the  French  ambaf- 
fador  to  the  Dutch  demands,  with  his  demand  from  them  oa 
the  previous  fteps  to  the  peace,  446,  448.  complaints  of  li- 
bels again  ft  his  majefty,  printed  in  Holland;  account  of  t^ie 
peace  being  figned  between  the  emperor  and  France  ;  to  be  fo 
between  the  Imperialifts  and  Swedes  ;  Sir  William  will  endea- 
vour to  put  a  ftop  to  the  libels^  459, 461 .  letter  from  $r  Wil- 
liam's Iccretary  to  Mr.  Williamlbn,  giving  an  account  of  his 
mafter's  journey  from  Bruflels  to  Aix  la  Chnpelle,  and  the  re- 
ception he  met  with  from  feveral  towns  as  the  EngUfti  ambaf- 
fador,  and  his  interview  with  feveral  ambafladors  on  his  ar- 
rival there,  i.  436 — ^439. 

IVinchcJIery  the  biftiop  of,  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple 
to  him,  in  anfwer  to  a  recommcndatioa  of  Mr.  Morley  to  his 
favour  and  protcftion,  iv.  1 29, 

Wing,  what  thebeft  in  the  gout,  iii.  263,  264.  moderation 
in  the  ufe  of  it  recommended,  264.  the  true  ufe  of  it,  264, 
265 

ITifJom,  wherein  It  coofifts,  i.  3^.  the  manifold  advantages 
of  it,  ibid,  wifdom  and  wife,  thefe  words,  whence  derived, 
\i\.  414. 

IVifmar^  taken  by  the  Danes  from  the  Swedes,  ii.  318. 
Wit,  the  meaning  of  that  word,  and  whence  derived,  iii, 
395.  how  diftinguilhed  from  wifdom,  ibid,  the  neceiGty  of  it 
to  a  poet^  402.  wherein  poetical  wit  confifts,  ibid. 
' '  Witches f  and  Wizards^  whence  named  and  their  various  en» 
chantments,  iii.  417. 

Witt,  Monfieur  de,  penfioner,  his  great  confidence  in  Sir 
\Villiam  Temple,  i«xUi.  his  great- capacity,  and  fucccfsas  a 
minifter,  56.  his  extraordinary  plainnefs  and  moderation,  136. 
he  and  his  brother  murdered  by  the  fudden  fury  of  a  mob,  ib. 
ii.  257,  258.  his  charafter,  ibid,  his  opinion  of  the  Englifli 
fleet,  i.  209.  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him,  on  .the 
negociation  of  a  peace  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  387.  on  thein- 
confift^nt  dealing  of  theFrench«  and  the  beft  method  of  bringt 
ing  them  to  terms,  417,  the  French  agree  to  a  fufpcnfiofa  of 
arms ;  their  political  promifes  not  to  be  trufted ;  advice  con* 
cerning  the  marquis  del  Roderigo,  425.  on  procuring  Sweden 
the  fatisfaAion  flipulated  by  Spain,  453.  condoling  the  death 
9f  bis  lady,  456.  acknowledging  liis  ol^ligatioi^s  tp  him,  wit)^ 
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Ms  Cncere  attactitnent  to  hiaii  ii.  174.  letters  from  monfieor 
dc  Witt  to  Sir  William ;  the  neceility  of  the  marquis  de  CaAel 
Koderigo  making  a  fpeedy  and  &tisfaAory  declaration  coa*- 
ceming  the  treaty,  1.491.  recommeoding  the  deputies  of  the 
States  to  his  confidence,  494.  approves  his  conduA  in  the 
treaty,  495.  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  how  to  be  prepared 
for  a  war  with  France,  498,  503,  505.  the  marquis  de  Caftel 
Roderigo  blamed  for  not  iignlng  the  treaty,  and  inftm^Kons 
liow  to  deal  with  him,  510.  farther  direftions  as  to  the  treaty, 
514.  congratulates  Sir  WilKam  on  being  appointed  ambaf- 
jador  at  the  Hague,  with  profeffions  of  attachment  to  his  ma- 
jelly's  intereft,  520.  informs  him  of  the  death  of  his  wife^ 
iUd.  thanks  for  his  friendly  fympathy,  and  invites  him  to  re- 
turn fpeedily  to  the  Hague,  522.  letter  from  him  to  lord  Ar- 
lington ;  high  commendation  of  Sir  William  Temple,  u  361. 

tfiveSf  a  fociety  of  them  among  a  certain  number  of  men, 
ft  cuftom  peculiar  to  Britain,  iii.  75.  the  fame  cuftom  in  other 
countries,  Hid,  fome  advanuges  of  it,  76.  a  fmart  reply  ci 
a  Britifh  wife  to  a  Roman,  who  reproached  her  with  it,  ibid. 

Wolfefyj  Sir  Charles,  a  ktter  of  compliment  from  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  to  him,  i.  5 1.    . 

Words y  the  multiplicity  of  them,  whence,  ffi.  33. 

WorkhoufeSf  publick,  the  ufe  and  advantages  of  them,  iiL 
54^  6o* 

Wreden^  baron,  letter  from  Sir  WiHian>  Temple  to  him, 
congratulating  his  arrival  in  England  ;  an  account  of  fbme  of 
the  biihop  of  Mun^r's  proceedings,  i.  238. 

Writings^  feme  obfervations  concerning  the  firft  of  them, 
111.  406,  409* 

X. 

Xenophon^  one  of  the  firft  philofophers  whole  Works  have 
efcaped  the  injuries  of  time,  iii.  444. 

T. 

Yncaif  cfPcrUf  feme  account  of,  Hi.  338 — 347. 

Tork,  taken  by  ftorm  from  the  Normans  by  Edgar  Athe- 
ling,  iii.  147-  a  great  daughter  of  the  Normans  on  that  oc* 
cafion,  itid,  is  retaken  by  William  the  Conqueror,  149. 

-: ,  duke  of,  complies  with  the  prince's  defire,  that  the 

}>rince  of  Orange  (hould  marry  his  daughter,  ii.  421.  goes  to 
Holland,  during  the  eleftion  of  a  new  parliametit,  477.  his 
epinioD,  to  Sl^  WUUam  Tempfei  of  the  (late  of  a&irs  10 
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England,  ii.  490.  difcovers  thedelign  of  appointing  a  new  coun- 
cil, 496.  his  fudden  arrival  at  court  caufes  great  conflerna- 
tion,  514.  the  true  fpring  of  it,  517.  on  his  arrival  again, 
defigned  to  be  fent  to  Scotland,  527.  ^engages  to  fupport  the 
doke  ofOrmond,  528.  is  prefented,  at  the  king's  bench,  as  a 
recufant,  530.  great  heats  about  him  at  court,  531.  he  goes 
to  Scotland,  ibid,  the  bill  of  excludon  framed,  and  motives 
to  it,  532.  fee  ExcIuJion%  a  remarkable  remonftrance  of  his, 
to  the  king,  againft  the  exorbitant  and  ambitious  views  of 
France,  562.  letters  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  him  ;  in- 
forms him  of  the  prince  of  Orange's  intentions  to  apply  to 
him  and  the  king,  in  a  private  manner,  about  the  affair  of  his 
marriage,  iv.  216.  the  prince's  intention  of  a  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, if  the  king's  permiiEon,  and  his,  is  granted,  254.  his 
defire  of  the  princefs's  beipg  incognito  in  the  prince's  abfence, 
with  difficulty  complied  with ;  her  accommodation  on  her  ar- 
rival,  the  beft  that  could  be  provided ;  account  of  a  convcr- 
fiction  with  the  prince,  444 — 446. 
2j6r/x,  taken  by  the  French,  ii.  430. 

Z. 

ieaJandi  account  of  the  conftitutionof  that  province,  i.  140, 
141.  by  whom  firft  named,  iii.  97. 

Zelly  duke  of,  declines  fulfilling  his  engagements  to  the  al- 
lies, ii.  406. 

Zormanochagesy  an  Indian  brachman,  burnt  himfelf  to  death 
to  prevent  his  falling  into  difeafes  or  misfortunes,  iii.  439. 

Zudder  Sea,  conjeAure  concerning  its  formation,  i.  iB. 

Zulichem,  monlieur,  direfts  Sir  William  Temple  to  ufc  the 
aoza  for  the  cure  of  the  gout,  iii.  246.    See  Cout^  Moxa. 
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